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INTRODUCTION

In this Series there ave eleven Volumes.

The first nine Volumes, containing the original letters written by Mirza
Ahmad Sohreb recording the daily account of the life of Abdul Baha, begins with
Docenber 5, 1912 and erds June 25, 1915, These are the daily records of what
was going on around Abdul Baha, his telks, remarks and deseription of the life
of the Behais in BEurope and in the Near East.

1. The letters covering the first seven months were mailed day by day %o
Miss Harriet Magee in New York City. These were read in the Bahal Assembly and
copies were made end distributed esmong the Bahais of the United States and -
Canada. '

2, The second portion of the diary letters up to the beginning of the
first World War were mailed to lr. Joseph Hannen of Washington, Ds Ce lrs and
¥rs. Hannen and other volunteer workers made extensive coples of these diary
letters und shared them with the Bahai Assemblies in the United States and
Canada.

3+ The last portion of these diary letters, which covered the early stages
of the first World War, were kept in Palestine and have neither been copied nor
published. From June 25, 1916 to the end of the first World War the diary let-
ters were kept in the Persian language and ocan be found in another series of

volumes of manusoripts. ‘

These letters were very generally and widely distributed emong the Bahais
in the Past end West. Some of the Bahais made collections of them in typewrit-
ten and mimeographed forms; extracts of these diary letters were published in
. the "Star of the West;" a Bahai, Mrs. Mary Rabb, of Califernia made a collection
of extracts which were gubliahed serially in the "Star of the West" and later in
8 book under the title "The Divine Art of Living." These diary letters exerted
an influence on the thoughts end lives of the early Bahais snd they form an ine
estimeble dooument portraying the thoughts and the life of Abdul Bahe toward the
end of his life.

It is unavoidable that, in this vast colleotion of doouments end in mailing
them from Palestine o the United States and in having carried them from one
place to another in the past many, many yeers, some copies have been lost.

(a) 8 pages of the letter of Jan, 21, 1913 are missing; (b) letters from Sept.
14th to Oots 9, 1914 are missing; (o) letters from Jan. 17th to Jan. 27, 1916
are missing; (d) the letter of June 14, 1915 is incompleted; (e) from June 5th
to June 21, 1915 the letters are missings (f) the last letter dated June 25, 1916

starts with one line and then stops.
£2

Volume X oontains samples of the typewritten and mimeographed copies of
these diary letters as they were distributed in the early days. In the same
volume there is s miscellaneocus collection of various Bahai doouments from
1901 to 1927.

Volume XI is a continuation of Volume X, giving more examples of typewrite
ten and mimeographed copies of the diary letters.

M. A Sohredb
- Compiled October, 1940
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