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Ages) cycles, Ilay, thollsands of generatioilS 
must pass away 1)efore the SUI1 of Trutll 

may mOlInt its zellith and 
shine again in its full splelldor. 

Now that ... ye 11ave been callecl to life 
and gathered together in this Age, ... 

how thankful ye must be! 
-'J\BDlJ'L-BAI-IA 
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HEN, as a girl, I heard of 'A1Jciu'l-Balla, t11e 
son of the FOlln<ler of tlle Baha'i Faith, alld 
[Jecame a l)eliever, I hacl all over\vhelmir1g 

10Ilging to see Him alld to attairl His presel1ce. Bllt I 

\vas ~yOll11g, Worlei VVar I was raging, COrTIlllllnication 
witll the Holv Land \vas cut off, ar1d travel Ollt of tIle 

v 

qllestiorl. I clid write askirlgpermission, IJut tile letter 
vvas apparerltly lost, alld there vvas no allsvver. 

Later, wheIl I entered the lJrliversity of Califorllia 
v 

at Berkeley in the fall of 1920, I agaill \vrote to 'A1Jdu'l-
Balla and asked ho\v I could serve tile Faitll, \vhat 
stuciies to pursue, alld for IJermissioll to make the 
IJilgrimage. His loving reply was sent to nle l)y Kath­
ryn Franklalld after her OWll visit to tile 1\1aste1' ill 
November of that veal'. 'A[Jdu'I-Baha aIlswered all IT1V 

v ~ 

questions in His Tablet alld said, III hOIJe tllat YOll ... 

Xl 



FOREWORD 

Inay make the visit, but at presellt it is 110t IJossible."l 
A year later i\bdu'l-Baha passed away. 

A young Persian Baha'i came to the UIliversity of 
CaliforIlia at Berkeley ill the fall of 1921 to stuciy civil 
engineering. He was remarkable ill every respect, 
well-versed in the Baha'i teachings, and devotee} to 
i\bdu'l-Baha, Who was called tile Master. 'rhis exem­
plary and fascinating student was Sheikh-Ali Yazdi, 
or Ali for short. 2 As a boy and youth, he had often 
been with i\bdu'l-Baha and His grandson, Shoglli Ef­
fendi. It was three months after our meeting tllat we 
faced together the catastrophic loss of the beloved 
Master. 3 

When I was "vitll Ali, I would beg him to tell Ine 
about i\bdu'l-Baha: ilWhat was He like?" His descrip­
tiOllS filled me with awe and joy; I was enchanted and 
uplifted. Tllroughout our frielldship and later our 
marriage, I loved to listen to him talk about the Mas­
ter; I came to feel that I, too, had actually seell Hinl 
and been in His presence. 

I often hoped Ali would write down his early 
experiences in the _Faith for our children and grand­
children and for the Baha'is alld other friends. Bllt he 
was reluctant to speak or write about his intimate 
experiences with i\bdu'l-Baha and his unique years 
with Shoghi Effelldi. Then one day in 1975, though 
gravely ill and suffering, Ali stood up froll1 his desk 
and with a radiallt smile gave me a number of pages 
entitled 'iProplletic Days-Memories of A.bdu'l-Baha," 
herein called Blessings Beyond Measure. Tile accollnt 

.. 
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P()REW(JRD 

that follows is essentially as my 11usband wrote it. I ,j ", 

11ave iIlclllded a few details frol11 a talk lIe gave all 2 
November 1975 at Haas Clllbhollse all tIle Berkeley 
canlpus of tIle UI1iversity of (~aliforrlia. 

Ali's \visll to vvrite do\vn 11is recollectiollS of yOllIlg 
Shoghi Effendi was 110t realizeel. However, 11e diel 
speak all his memories of SI10g11i Effendi at tIle alJove­
n1elltioned occasioll, aIld I have illclllded tIle traII­
scription of that recordecl talk Ilere. I 11ave also addeci 
sections from a 1 July 1975 illterview \vitll Ali tilat 
Beth McKenty made for tile Natiollal Bahei'i IIIforma­
tiOll Office, as \vell as excerIJts fronl a talk l1e gave at 
the 110me of our dallghter and SOIl-ill-law, Barbara 
and Jim Markert on 23 October 1977. In additioIl; I 
have quoted passages from the diary and frorn tIle 
youthful letters of Shoglli Effelldi to which Ali alluded 
ill his talk. The very personal letters of Shoghi Effelleli 
to his young friend Ali, \Vrittell IJefore and after ma­
triclliating at Oxford Ulliversity, are IJublished here 
for the first tirrle. 

A \vord of explarlatioll regarding tllese illtensel)T 
illterestirlg memoirs is in order. TIle aCCOllIlts of Ali's 
years with Abdll'l-Baha arld llis gralldson Shogl1i Ef­
fendi-fined as they are \vitll eXIJerieIlces that affect­
ed Ali profoundly all 11is life-should still IJe COllSid­
ered as pilgriln's notes, one person's impressiollS sin­
cerely given. It Sh01Ild also be pointed out that the 
spoken \vords of i\bdu'}-Baha arlcl Sl10g11iEffeIllli re­
ported here mayor lnay not 1Je exact quotatioIls. l~lle 
translations of the talJlets of tile Master (\vitll tIle ex-

XUI 



FOREWORIJ 

ceptioI1 of the one to Roy C. Willlelm, the origiI1al of 
which has not been fouI1d) and the letters of Sl10g11i 
Effendi, ho\;vever, are all authentic. 

I acknowledge wit11 thanks the IJublicatioI1 it1 1~)86 
of all earlier and sl10rter versiorl of mv hllsbaI1d's 

ov 

recollections of i\bclll'l-Balla in rrhe Bahc1'i ~V()rldl vol-
ume 18.4 An earlier versiOI1 of Ali's memoirs of Shoglli 
Effendi will appear in volume 19 of rrhe Baha'i World. 
Ali's recollectiorls of S11og11i Effendi as a YOUtll \,vere 
reviewed for accllrac,"y by Sl10g11i EffeI1di's wido\;v, tI-Ie 
I-Iand of the (~allse of God Amatu'l-Ba11cl Rllhivyill . '"-' '" 

Khanum. 
I \vant to express \varmest appreciation to Dr. Betty 

1. Fisher aI1d Anne Atkinson for tlleir proficiel1t 8clit­
ing and no less for their insight aI1ci feeling for tile 
subject rnatter. 

It gives me pleasure to make available to ot11ers 
these blessed eXIJeriences \vith the Master aI1d witil 
Shoghi EffeI1di in the early life of Ali Yazcli. 

l\1ARICJN CARPENTER YAZDI 

. 
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Part One 

RECOLLE(~TIONS OF 

:Abdu '[-Bahfl 



RECOLLEC~110NS OF 

51bdu '[-Bahfl 

E live in an age ill vvhich (;ocl is opeIlly 
denied alld religioll is igll0recl and dis­
credited as archaic and everl harmflll. 

Yet, paradoxically, we live in all age that llas vvit-
11essed tIle appearallce of a IlevV MaIlifestation \vitll a 
l\ltessage for tllis Day-\vitll solutioI1S to the prolJlems 
tllat are IJlaglliIlg peo'ple everY\Vllere. A 1JrOlJhet of 
God has actually walked tIle eartll ill Ollr time! SllCll 

'-' 

is His claim, and such is the clairll of tll0se vVllO 11ave 
rallied to His call. His life, His teacllillgs all testi(y to 
the validity of His station. His flame is Balla'u'llall.* 

We are fortllIlate to live ill all age \Vllell tIle Marli-

*Baha'u'llcih, the Prophet-Founder of the Bahc:i'i Faith li\'ed 
frOITI 1817 to 1892. His title Ineans liThe Glory of God."--ED. 
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REClJL1.lECTIONS OF 'ABIJV'L-Billl!t 

festatioll1las \lvalked the earth; it is all eXIJcrieIlce that 
is not given to many generations. For eveIl tll01lgil 
tllose \lvho have seen Balla'11'llaI1 are all btlt galle, 
there are some now livillg \vho 11ave krlO\lVll peOIJle 
\tvho have known aIld seerl Baha'u'll~ih.* rrllere are 
some wI10 llave kll0\Vn aIle} seen His son, tI-le (=el1ter 
of His CoveIlarlt aIld I-lis aI)poiIlted Sllccessor, 'Abclu'l­
Balla. And there are more \vho have knO\~rIl His great­
graIldsoll, Shoghi Effelldi, the GllardiaIl of tI1e C:ause 
of God.* 

Novv, obvio1lSly, kno\'vledge of tlIe lVlaIlifestatioIl 
and the (=ellter of the Covellant does 110t Ilecessitate 
l)eing in their p11..ysical presence. Yet IJeing if 1 their 
presence, feeliIlg the s})e11 of their po\ver and love, is 
an experierlce of inimitable value and 1)01If1t)'. It is 
sOITlethiI1g that those of us \vho }lave eXIJeriellced it 
feel over all(} alJove eveIl tile holy \vorc}s. It is a bless-

~ 

illg that irnl)arts a taI1gible feeliI1g of tl-lillgS spiritual. 
It eIlal)les lIS to reapIJraise anel charlge Dlll' outlook 
anei gail1 perspective, iI1Sight, visioIl. It acIds zest aIlc} 
IlevV hope to life. 

It has 11een Iny privilege to have had a father WilO 
kl1ew alld served Baha' 11 '11(il1, 'l\.1] (ill '1-Ball(l, a11(1 

Shoglli Effelleli. Ifis 11an1e was ~Iaji Mul!arnITIacl Yazdi. 

*\Vhen Ali Yazdi \\Tote this account in 1975 , there \vas prob­
ably no one still living \:\1ho had Inet Bahri.'u'Uri.h. No one \\1ho Inet 
Bahcl'u'llah is nO\\1 alive.--ED. 

*';\bdu'l-Bahil \vas oorn in 184--1 and died in 1921; Shoghi 
Eflendi \\1as born in 1897 and died in 1957.-ED. 



RECOLLEC1'101VS OF 'ABDlf'L-BAIIA 

It has been my inestinlalJle privilege to have knO\VIl 
i\bdu'l-Baha anei His chosell sllccessor-Shoghi Ef­
fendi, the Guarciian. While it is still possible, I \volIld 
like to share the experience with otilers. I Il0pe to 
give as best I can a little of tIle liviIlg F'aitil. 

What can I add to what is already known'? I dare­
say very little. There I1ave beell Inany IJooks on the 
subject. Shoghi Effendi's history God Passes B~v lIas 
wOllderful chapters on i\tJdu'I-Balla, and there was 
IlO one in the world, after BaIla'u'llah, WI10 \vas closer 
to i\bdu'l-Baha than Shoghi Effendi. He not Oilly loved 
I-lim, but Ile understood Ifim. The Chosen l-lighvva~y by 
Lady Blomfield is a remarkable book on the subject, 

v 

and there are others.l My contribution will be nlaiIlly 
persollal, a firsthalld account of the feelings alld 
tll0llghts evoked in me when I was in tIle IJresence of 
i\bdu'l-Baha. I will include incidellts I learIled from 
Iny father, l:faji l\1ul!ammad Yazdi. 

But first, I woulcl like to give some "backgrollnd­
a few Ilighligilts abollt the Yazdi family aIld tIle earl,Y 
days of tIle Faith-beginniIlg \vitil the IJeriod jllst af­
ter the martyrdom of the Bab anei before arld after 

L/ 

tIle declaration of Baha'u'llah.* 

*The Bab, \Vhose title 111eanS "the Gate," was the Prophet­
Forerunner of the Baha'i Faith. In 1850 He was executed by a 
firing squad in a public square in Tabriz, Persia (no\'\I Iran). In 
1863 Baha'u'llah n1ade His public announcenlent that He was the 
Pronlised One \Vhom the Bab had foretold.-Eu. 

5 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF 'ABDl/' L-BJtlllt 

FAMILY BACKGR() [IND 

Arollncl 1856 the little city of Yazd, irl tIle very 11eart 
of Persia, was carrying on its lackluster existerlce, its 
IJeople mostly ignorallt andpoverty-strickerl, 1111-

a\vare of vvhat "vas goirlg all irl the rest of the \\"01'1(1. 

But there was sometiling sfJecial stirriIlg. 11lere \vas 
hustled talk of tIle Bah, tIle new ProlJhet Wl10 fla(l 
beell martyred, all(1 of the Message He llad brought. 
rr~ lere were l]eol)le secretly sIJreadirlg tile ne\\,rs at t118 
risk of tl1eir lives. 

A VOlltl1, amer'e adolescent OIlly fOllrteell years 
~ v ~ 

old, corltacted tllese people, 11earcl the ~1essage, aIlei 
\vll0lehearteeily accepteei it. His 11ame \vas SJla)lkll­
'Ali.* He \vas the oldest SOIl of the well-to-elo arlcll1igl1-
ly respected ~aji 1\bdu'r-Ralfirll Yazcli.* 'fIle fanlil)! 
was alarmed .. The IJoy was in grave darlger. I-lis alle­
giarlce COllld hriIlg ruin to tIle \vhole fa nlil .. Y. But 
Shaykll-IAli was alJlaze. 

To elistracthinl from tIle BalJi Faith, his fatl1er sellt 
him to Kermall witll ell0llgh goo(ls to start a IJ1ISirless. 
l'lle sho_p was sllccessful, IJut SOOIl flunol'S floated 

*Shaykb-'AIL \vho \vas born in 1842, was the first 111cnlber of 
the Yazdi fanlily to accept the religion of the Bab in 1856. He vvas 
the uncle of Ali Yazdi, for \VhOnl Ali vvas narned at his birth by 
'Abdu'l-Baha.-ED. 

*~aji 'Abdu'r-Ra}:lim Yazdi (also spelled 'j\bdu'l-Ral~irn YazdL 
as the narne is pronounced) \vas the grandfather of Ali Yazdi.­
ED. 

6 



FAi\IILlT BACK (;R(Jl TIVIJ 

back that he was meeting witll the BalJls. 'AIJdtl'r­
Ra1!lnl weIlt to Kerman and lJrOtlgllt him llome. 

In Yazci Shaykh-iAII agaill attellded tIle secret 
l11eetirlgs. He took aid to the beleagllerecl BalJls VVll0 
\vere inlprisoned tllere. Olle llight l1e \vas so late re-

r . $. 1~ 

/ / 

SHAYKH-'ALI YAZDI - _. 

the first member of the Yazdi family 
to beconle a .follovver oJ~ the Bab 

turning home that 11is mother, terribly worried, wait­
ed for him at the door. When he canle ill, \vitll0tlt 
saying a word, she slapped him. Without a word, he 
took her hand and kissed it tenclerly alld lookecl at .. 
ller with deep love. 

7 



RECOLLECTIOIVS ()F 'ABDLJ'L-Bl-tHA 

Throughout this fearsome time, despite tIle cal­
umnies and perseclltions by the el1emies of tIle Babis, 
Shaykh-iAli displayed a kindness and fearlessl1ess un­
believable in one so yOUIlg. As time passed, 11is char­
acter, his behavior, the change in his life, his attitu(ie, 
and his sacrifice, all the things 11e did, gradually WOll 
over the whole family \vho, one by one, joined tl1e 
Faith.* 

They began having meetings in the \'azdi hon1e, 
in secret of course. Teachers came from other cities, 
each with new tales. Some came from Baglldad, and 
tlley spoke of Baha'u'llah. Later others came from 
Adrianople, where Baha'u'llah was banished, and 
then from Akka, where He was exiled until the end of 
His life. 

My father, Mul).ammad Yazdi, who, like his broth­
er Shaykh-iAli, had joined the Faith whel1 11e was 
fourteen, left for the Holy Land witll a frieIld, a dOll­
key, lots of faith, and very little money. They set out 
to see BaI1a'u'11ah and traveled over steep, rugged 
mountains and across hot, arid plains until they ar­
rived in Akka around 1870. Other members of the 
family came later. 

l:Iaji Abdu'r-Ral).im,my grandfather, left Yazd af-

*As a young man, Shaykh-'Ali went to Akka to serve 
Baha'u'llah. He performed many missions. In Khartoum, where 
he vvent to take messages from Bahci1u'llah to Mirza I~aydar-'Ali 
and other believers who had been imprisoned, he contracted a 
disease and died in the Sudan.-ED. 

8 



FA~IIL}r BACKGR()l!ND 

ter 11e had been tortured, beaten, and bastinadoed. 
The story of this Ilprecious SOlll/' as the Master called 
him, his arrival in the prison city of Akka, and his life 
there, is told with teI1der compassioI1 by ~bdll'l-Baha 
in Memorials of the Faithful. 2 

" " " HAJI MUHAl\IIMAD YAZDI . . 
the father of Ali M. Yazdi 

Each member of the Yazdi family arrivecl aIld was 
given an assignment by Baha'u'llah. He always gave 
each person who came to see Him a special mission, 
sending him out to serve the Faith in various places. 
I:Iaji Mul).ammad (my father) and two other believers 
were sent to Egypt. 

9 



" RECOLLECTIONS OF 'ABDll'L-BAHA 

FIRST BAHA'j SETTLERS IN EGYPJ' 

My father and his friends worked hard il1 E:gypt for 
many years and eventllally built up a proslJerous 
business. Through them, all young mel1, the Fait}1 
was first established ill Alexandria, Cairo, an(l Port 
Said. In each of these cities t}1e believers formed a 
well-knit society where they not only joilled in Balla'i 
activities but in social and business life as \vell. l'llev 

>./ 

married almost exclusivelywithill their ovvn com­
mllnity, so that many of them became related to one 
aIl0ther. Thus they were a family ill fact, as well as ill 
practice. 

They were not free to teacll the Faith opeI1ly be­
caLIse of the suspicion and aCCllsations of the allthor­
ities in Turkey and Palestine, which carried over into 
predominantly Muslim EgYIJt. They had a few EgYIJ­
tian and Syrian believers, but the great majority were 
Persian. The Baha'is formed a Persian COlOl1Y as vvelL 
n1ailltaining Persiall customs, language, and BaI1~i'i 

convictiollS. They were on good terms witl1 tl1e larger 
population around them and were generally liked 
and respected. 

My family and I lived in Alexandria, or, more ex­
actly, in a suburb of Alexandria called Ramlell, a beall­
tiful aIld peaceful residential district stretched right 
along the sandy beaches of the blue Mediterraneal1. 
There were gardens on one side; on the south side, 
east of the Nile, were the Nubian plains. The best 
section, owned by Europeans and rich Egyptians, was 
next to the shore. 

10 



FIRST BAHA 'i SETTLERS IN EGYPT 

BAHA'is ()F ell/Re), EGYPT 

celebrating the Feast ofRicjvcln in a garden near 
Cairo on 22 14pril1907, three years before 

Abdu'I-Baha caIne to Ran-zleh, Egypt 

'r11ere was another seetioll, a InieldIe-cIass area, 
\v11icll had some villas, bllt Inostly there were oIcIer, 
Ollce luxuriolls hOllses. It was iI1 t\lVO of tIle latter tllat 
we successively made our 110me. rrhe hOllse vvl1ere I 
was born arld grew to tl1e age of fOllr or five l1aci a 
separate guest llouse aIlcl a large gardell surT'oll11cled 
by a wall of rough-hewrl storle covereei \vit11 IJrokerl 
glass on top to secure both IJrivacy alld safet.Y. V\'itllirl 
tile garden there \rvere mallY rose IJushes allcl Illal1)1 
lime, sweet lemon, orange, al1d pomegrarlate trees. III 
the summer a tropical scerlt hlll1g ill the air. 

11 



" RECOLLECTIONS OF 'ABDU'L-BAHA 

Later we moved to another house. It too, had a 
large garden with a huge wall and an anl1ex where 
we cultivated eggplants, green peppers, dilL melons, 
corn, sugar cane, and the like. In the main garden we 
had mulberry trees, green lawns, and a bed of violets. 
Jasmine grew over the veranda, a large open porch 
adjoining the garden. Here Ollr family oftel1 had 
breakfast with Father presiding at the salnovar and 
dispensing 110t tea in hot glasses to the adlllts alld 110t 
water with a drop of tea floating 011 top to tile children. 

Before breakfast however, we chanted our morn­
ing prayers and heard F'ather tell wonderful stories 
about his experiences with Baha'u'lhih and the Mas­
ter or read the latest communications from the Holy 
Land. 

One of the stories was about Baha'u'llah arld a 
money belt. Baha'u'llah had sent Iny father aIld his 
frieIlds to Egypt as pioneer settlers. When they ar­
rived in Egypt, they did not havemllch money. Mon­
ey was not in abundance among the Baha'is. For Olle 
thing, it was taken away from them; they were per­
secuted. For example, Iny graIldfather was a rich man 
when he became a Babl, but all he had was seized. 
Not having money did not stop my fat11er from pio­
neering. He and the others got notions-spools of 
thread, I1eedles, thimbles, ribbons-and they went to 
the Europearl homes up al1d down the Mediterra­
nean coast from Alexandria to Ramleh, like peddlers. 
People invited them in and bought those things. My 
father became very popular. He looked quite differellt 
from the EgyptiaIls; he was very fair complexioned, 
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FIRST BAHA'i SETTLERS IN EGYPT 

very white and pink. He was honest, as were all the 
Baha'is. People were not used to that. And so the 
IJioneers became famous. People told their friends 
about them, and gradually tlley prospered. They 
would meet at tIle end of the day and pool tlleir 
resources, put their money togetller, and work in a 
truly Baha'i fashion. 

L/ 

Before too long they had enough capital to open a 
store. They called themselves the "Societe Ruha­
niyyih," meaning USpiritual Company," alld the store, 
the ('GraIld Bazar Persan." It became bigger and big­
ger until it was the largest and best department store 
in all of Egypt. The Faith had prospered also, in spite 
of the restrictions, and was well establis}led in Alex­
andria, Cairo, and Port Said. 

My father and his friends vvanted to show their 
gratitude to Baha'u'llall and also help the Faith. So 
they took a \lvide belt, a money belt, stllffed it with 
gold, large gold coins, and sent it to Baha'u'llah. A 
tablet \vas received from Baha'u'llah eXIJressing fIis 
appreciation. 

In the 1880s there was a relJellion. An EgyptiaIl 
general by the llame of Allmed Arabi Paslla arose J 

and he wanted to destroy all the Europeans in Alex­
andria. There were riots. Of COllrse, the wealt}l was 
in the haIlds of the Europeans, and they were roblJerl. 
All the populace wanted was an excuse to pillage, 
steal, alld destroy. 

The ~FreIlch and British sent their fleets to Alexal1-
dria and threateIled a bombardmeIlt if tIle pillage did 
not stop. All the European people left ill ships. lVly 
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REC01,LECTIONS OF 'ABDlf'L-BAHA 

father and the frieIlds took the last sllip out of tile 
harbor before the actual bonlbardment. 

When the rebellioIl was over, about seveIl months 
later, they came back and went to the site of their 
business. There was nothing there but rublJle allel 
ashes-absolutely llothing. They were deslJerate. 
People asked when they walde} olJen a new store} 
and they had no answer. Their credit had beell gooe!, 
bllt no\v the)' needed some dOWIl payment and they 
clid not have it. 

One day tlley were meetiIlg together, COIlsulting 
and praying, wilen unexpecteclly the postman came 
with a card-a notice of a IJackage at tile post office. 
They went to the post office, got tIle package, took it 
home, aIld opened it. rrhere was the belt they had 
sent to Baha'u'lhih, untouched aIld full of gold. rrhey 
reestablished credit and started their business agaiIl. 
It flourished more thaIl ever. 

MEMORIES OF ABDU'L-BAHA IiVRAA1LEH 

Stories like tIle one my father told alJout Baha'u'llcih 
and the money belt left an indelible impressioll all 
me. It was ill such a setting, \vhen I was a child, tllat I 
heard the news of the coming of 'Abdu'}-Bahci to Ram­
lell. I heard that suddenly, without \varning, He had 
left Haifa on a steamer bound for ElIl'oIJe, tllat He had 
stopped ill Port Said because of ill health and fatigue, 
and that He was comiIlg to Alexandria. Then the 11e\,VS 
came that He was corning to Ramleh! To Ramle}l \Vllere 
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fl;IEMOR1ES ()P j4Bnl1'L-BltHA liV RA""LEH 

we lived! Wl1at a miracle! Tl1ere was iI1tense joy witl1-
in my family, withill tl1e Baha'i commullity, vvitl1in 
me. Of all the places in the \vorld, He Ilappened to 
choose Ramleh as His headquarters for His trips to 
Europe and America dllring tile period betweell IBID 

and IBI3. 

I was a scll00lboy, eleven years old. Excitement 
swirled througll my mind, and alollg vvitll it curiosity 
and anticipation. All I knew al)ollt Him was \vhat I 

had heard my father tell us. No Olle in tl1e family tl1at 
I knew except Father and Grandfather Ilad seel1 Him.* 
There were no pictures theIl, except an early one 
taken when He was a young mall in Adriall0ple. He 
was a prisoner beyolld our reach-a legendary and 
heroic F'igure. 

Now He was free. Alld He \vas coming to Ramleh. 
WI1at would He be like? How would it feel to be in tile 
presence of the Center of the Covenant tile SOIl alld 
successor of a Manifestation of God? I kl1ew that He 
was 110t only a 110ly man, but a divine man, that al­
though He was not a Mallifestation, still He had a 
divine station. lVlucll went 011 iI1 my mind as I pre­
pared for His arrival. But I kept it all to Inyself. 

1'he Baha'i Faith was an integral part of me, not 
something superimposed. 111 Ramleh I was surround­
ed by it. I lived it. I believed it. I cherished its spiritual 
concepts as well as its goals and its principles. I real-

*This grandfather "vas I:Iaji 'Ali 1\1an~hadi, Ali's nlaternal 
grandfather, who lived in a guest house on the fanlily's property 
in Ran1leh and who \vas very close to Ali.-ED. 
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RECOLLECrrll)iVS OF 'ABDLJ'L-BAll!t 

ized its fUlldamelltal importance, its necessity for the 
\vorld today. Yet Illy studies at the French school I 
atteI1ded had opened otl1er areas to my miIld. 1'he 
logical and systelnatic approach and the discoveries 
and applicatiolls of science fascinated me. I believed 
they provided us vvitll effective tools for t11e imIJle­
mentation of the teachings of the Faith. I prayecl tllat 
I might be gllided to play some role in tllis elldeavor. 
The feeling came over me that my contact with i\bdu'l­
Baha \vould provide the inspiration and the impetus 
to a move in this directioll. 

Hence I waited eagerly for the day, which came 
in October 1910. 

A crowd gathered in front of the llotel \lictoria for 
His arrival. Suddenly there was a hush, a stillness, 
and I kllew that He had come. I looked. There He was! 
Then He walked through the crowd-slowly, majes­
tically, smiliI1g radiantly as He greetecl the bowed 
heads on each side. I could only get a vague impres­
sion of Him, as I could not get near Hiln. The sound of 
the \vind and the sllrf from the nearby shore drowned 
out His voice so that I could hardly heard Him. Never­
theless, I went away 11appy. 

A few days later a villa was rented for Him and 
His family not far from the Hotel Victoria. It was in the 
best residential secton, next to tile beautiful Mediter­
ranean and the beaclles. Like all the villas in that area, 
it had a garden with flowers and flowering shrubs. It 
was tllere that f\bdu'l-Baha chose to receive a great 
variety of notables, public figures, clerics, aristocrats, 
and writers-as \vell as 1)oor and despairing people. 
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MEMORIES OF 'ABDV'L-BAHA IN RAMLEH 

'ABDU'L-BAH;\ 

as a young man in Adrianopie 
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" RECOLLECTIOIVS OF itBDLJ'L-BltHA 

I went there often, sometimes all the way 110me 
from school, sometimes on weekends. I spent most of 
my time outside of school ill His garden. I \vould wait 
to get a glimpse of Him as He came out for His custom­
ary walk or conversed witll pilgrims frolll faraway 
places. To Ileal' His vibrallt and melodious voice rirlg­
ing ill the open air anci to see Him exhilarated me and 
gave me hope. Qllite often He came to me anci smiled 
and talked. There was a radiaIlce about Him, all al­
most unlimited kindness arld love that s11011e from 
IIim. Seeing Him infused me with a feeling of good­
ness. I felt humble and at tile saIne tilne exceeclirlgl,Y 
happy. 

I also had many opportllnities to see the Master 
(Sarkar-i-l-\qa as we called Hiol) at meetillgs and fes­
tive occasions. I especially remember the first time lIe 

came to our house to address a large gatherillg of 
IJelievers. The friellds vvere all gathered, talkillg llal:J­
pily, waiting. All of a Sllclciel1 tllere was qlliet. I could 
hear from the outside the voice of f\bdll'l-Balla-verv ... ' 

resonant, very beautiful-l)efore He elltered tIle room. 
Theil He swept in, with His robe flowing. 

He was straight as all arro\v. His head was tllrowll 
back. His silver-gray hair fell ill waves to His s110ul­
del's. His beard was white. His eyes were keen; His ..., 

forehead, broad. He wore a white turban arouncl all 
ivory felt cap. He looked at everyolle, smilecl, alld 
welcomed all with "Khushamadid. Khushamadid" --- --

C'Welcome. Welcome"). 
I had been taught that in tile presence of f\lJcill'l­

Baha I should sit or stand witll my hands crosseci ill 
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MEA-IORIES ()F IABDlt L-BAllii IN RAA-ILEll 

front of me and look down. I was so aI1XioLlS to see 
Him that I fOUIld myself looking up furtively now anci 
then. 

• 
ftc'" 

'~~~#~r~ 

FIC)USE ()CC1JPIE[) BY 'ABI)[T'L-BA.lI;\ 

in Ranlleh, E ... u,.ypl, in 1912 

He sIJoke ofterl aI1d 011 marlY sulJjects. For Illlle 
rnont11s it seemed like paraciise. 1'he11 He left LIS aIlcL 
after three IllOIltllS in Cairo, saileci for Etlro1Je.* tl0\V 

clismal everyt11ing llecarne. But tllere vvas SCll00L allci 

* 'Abdu'l-Baha nloved to Cairo in earlY lVlav 1~) 11 and left for 
~ . 

Europe on 11 August 1911.-EI). 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF 'ABDlT'L-BAIIA 

there were duties. Exciting news reached us from 
Europe, and there were memories. 

'Abdu'l-Baha came back four mOI1ths later. Para­
dise returned. He spoke to 111e on several occasiolls. 
He always called me "Sheikh-Ali," the name He Hinl-..., 

self had given me, after my uncle Sllaykh-'Ali,1 \Vr10 

was the first member of the family to join the F'aitll. 
When 'Abdu'I-BaI1cl spoke to 111e, I would look iIltO }-fis 

eyes-blue, smiliIlg, and full of love. 

't1BDU'L-BAHA'S DEPARTURE I?Ol~ /1MERICA 

Agail1 'AIJdu'I-Baha left us, this time for Anlerica.* I 

\,\;'ill never forget the scene of His deIJarture, as He 

carne out of the 110llse anci turl1ecl to \vave His last 
fare\vell to His discoIlsolate family looking dowrl from 

the verarlda above. They were greatly cOllcerileci 
alJout His safety allc1 well-l)eiIlg. He vvas sixty-eigllt 

years old. He had suffered Inany 11ardships and galle 

tllrough severe trials. He had beell ill JJriSOIl for forty 
years of His life. Alld no\v He \vas undertakillg a j01lr­

Iley to a far-off COlllltry utterly ciiffereI1t froln allY to 
which He was accustomed. 

But 'Abdu'l-Baha had made 111) His miIld. Al1d 

wllell He made up His mind, Ilothing could charlge 

*'Abdu'l-Baha sailed fronl Alexandria for Nevv York on the SS 
Cedric on 25 lVlarch 1912.-ED. 
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~BDU'L-BAHA'S DEPARTURE FOR AMERICA 

'ABDU'L-BAHA 
on His arrival in New York 

on 11 April 1912 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF 'ABDll'L-BAHit 

Him. He strode out of the garden gate witll0llt 100kiIlg 
back. He walked for several blocks near the sl10re to 
take the electric train to Alexandria) \vhere 1-le wOlIld 
board tile ship tllat was to take Him to New York. lIe 

was followed by about thirty IJelievers who walkecl 
silently behind Him. I was one of them. 

'ABDU'L-BAHA 
talking to the Baha'is in Chicago's Lincoln Park in 1912 

What i\bdu'l-Baha accomplished durillg His nirle­
month stav in America is now historv. 3 .From tllere He 

v v 

wellt all to EllrolJe and tllen caIne back to Ranllell all 
17 JlIly 1913 to stay UIltil tIle following DecelnlJer. 
After tilat visit He left for Haifa) Ilever to retllrll. 

That \vas the first chapter of illy experierlce with 
IAbciu'I-Balla) when I \vas a c}lild betweerl the ages of 
eleven alld fourteen. 

22 



/ 

'ABDll'L-BAIIA 'S IJEPARTllRE FOR A~IERIC£l 

Above: 'ABDLf'L·-BAHA in front (~fthe rnosque in ~~roking, Surrey, 
England. Below: 'ABIJlJ'L-BAH:1 on Ilis return to f-Ia(fa, Decenl­
ber 191.3. Shoghi Effendi is thirdfrorn the right in thefrof1t ro~v. 

23 



, 

RECOLLECTIONS OF ~BDlf'L-BAIIA 

" 
MEMORIES OF 'ABDU'L-BAHA IN HAIFA 

Destiny had it, however, that in 1914 my family would 
move to Beirut, not far to the north of Haifa.* This 
opened the second chapter in which I was privileged 
to be in the presence of the Master-but only on spe­
cial occasions. 

My first occasion to visit 'Abdu'l-Baha in Haifa was 
in the summer of 1917. World War I had been raging 
for about three years. The Allied blockade had com­
pletely cut off Syria and the Holy Land from the out­
side world-no mail, no trade, no telegrams, 110 trav­
elers. The Turks were rlIling the area with an iron 
hand. The military commander, Jamal Pasha, was 
ruthless, cruel, unreasol1able, anei inefficient. He de­
stroyed all in his way. Everybody was under suspi­
cion. Many of the aristocratic families of Syria found 
their sons hanged in the public square. There was a 
shortage of everything. Nothing could be obtained 

*When Ali was fifteen years old, he had qualified for the 
French baccalaureate, the equivalent of a degree for two years of 
an American university. But when the war broke out between 
France and Turkey, the French Brothers' schools were closed. He 
hoped the war would end soon, but it \vent on relentlessly. Then 
when Germany invaded France, he knew the French schools 
would not reopen soon. In the fall of 1915 his parents nloved to 
Damascus with his younger brothers and sister, but he applied at 
the Syrian Protestant College (soon to be known as the American 
University of Beirut). Since he had never studied English, he de­
cided to enter as a sophomore instead of a junior, although it 
meant losing another year.-ED. 
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from abroad. There were no means to produce any­
thing. Even food such as wheat was scarce. Whatever 
little grain was raised was largely sequestered by the 
Turkish army without payment to the farmers, and 
what was left of the crops was decimated by swarms 
of locusts. Famine was rampant. Poverty was every­
\\There. 

Such was the situation when I came to spend my 
summer vacation with my uncle, Mirza Ijusayn YazdL 
in his home on IVIt. Carmel. It was a memorable sum­
mer nevertheless. For over two mOl1ths I lived 011 
God's holy mountain. 

Every evening before sunset I had the bounty of 
being with i\bdu'l-Baha. I would join other believers 
gathered in front of the Master's house. The entrance 
had an iron gate) and inside the gate there was a 
garden. \Ve would sit on the wallar parapet on each 
side of the wide gravel walk that led from the garcien 
gate to the steps and wait for Him. He would come 
out with a cheerful and warm greeting) welcome all, 
and take His seat on the platform at the head of the 
wide stairs. The sun would be going down) and I 
remember it being very quiet in Haifa. 

Sometimes He sat relaxed and did not speak at all. 
But usually He spoke in His commanding voice, look­
ing straight ahead as if speaking to posterity. He talked 
on Baha'u'llah, on Baha'u'llah's teachings, and on sig­
nificant events in the history of the F'aith. He told 
stories sprinkled with humor. And often He spoke of 
the believers around the world and of their progress 
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'ABDL1'L-BAHA. 

on the ~fr()nt porch o~f His house in Ha(fa 
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AIEAJORIES OF '11 BIJl ('I.-Bit 1111 IN lVI/FA 

ill sIJreading tl18 Faitrl. TheIl He IJ8Came wistful. For 
three years He llad llearci little or IlOtllillg from any­
\lVl1ere. The isolatioll and COllstraillt weiglled heavil .. y 

OIl I-fiIll. 

Now and tllerl l-Ie aclciressecl illCliviciuals ill the 

alldiellce, askiIlg tl18111 about their faIlliIies , tIleir vvork, 

tlleir pro1Jlenls. Tilell He offered advice aIlcillelp. 'ro­
vvard the encl He askeci Olle of t11e IJelievers to C}laIll 
verses from tile MatllIlavi of Ballil\l'lljl-l. \'Vllen tIle 

cllaIltiIlg ended, the nleetiIlg vvas over. IAbcill'I-Ball~i 

arose aIlcl eIltered the 11oLlse. IJlISk ciescellciec} over 

Haifa. 
'rllere were freqllellt triIJs to tIle llol .. v Sllrirle of 

t11e Bab. ;\lJdll'I-Baila rode all old llorse-elravvn, bus­

like vehicle llI) the mOLllltaill. 'rIle rest of lIS \valked 

tIle rocky roac!' 1Jast the Persiall (or EasterII) PilgriIll 
HOlIse to tIle terrace overlookillg t118 cit .. y of llaifa anei 
the blue bay beyoncl.* III the clistarlce lay tIle llazv 

...... Li ,"' "--

Olltlille of Akka. \\'e gatllerecl 011 tile terrace llIltil 
';\l)ciu'l-Ballil alJ1Jeared anci ellteree} the SllriI18.He 
gellerall .. v charlteci tile l'a1)let of \lisitatioll,bu t sorne­

tirnes He asked Sl10gIli :Etfencii to cllant it. \'\']len it 

\vas over all(l the l)elievers started to corne ou L lie 

stoo(i at tIle (ioor \vitll a vial of rose \vater and put a 
little in eacll orle IS llalld. 

I renlenllJer follovvirlg Hinl as lIe vvalked an"long 

*The Pilgrirn House referred to is located 011 l\1t. Carrllel I1P<lr 

the Shrine of the Bab.-EIJ. 
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the pines, past the Holy Shrine 011 Mt. Carmel, deeply 
absorbed in thougllt while the setting sun came dOWll 
into the Mediterranean Sea. 

There were also trips, though less freqllel1t, to 
Akka and Bahji to visit the Shrine of Baha'u'llah. 

, 

SHRINE OF THE BAB 
in the tiTne of'Abdu'I-Bahfl 

b(~f()re the superstructure with the golden donle \vas added 

~rhere were times that summer wherl Abdll'l-Balla 
went iI1 the llorse-c}ravvn carriage to Tiberias aIlcl tl1e 
biblical Sea of Galilee. His purpose 011 these trilJS was 
to oversee the grain crops vvhich, llIlder His supervi­
sion, hac} beell1)laI1ted by the believers ifl tIle Jordall 
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Valley. It was hot, and He was tired, but nevertheless 
He did not hesitate to go. I could see ho\v hard it was 
for Him. I could also see His foresigl1t in planting these 
large crops, long before t11e Ileed arose for them. He 
was 100kiI1g ahead, as He always did. WheI1 famiI1e 

'ABDU'L-B.AHA. 

walking dO'vvn the slopes ofA1t. CarTnel 
near the Shrine o..f the Bab 

overtook the area, there was rescue for tl1e hUI1gry 
arld the poor. The Master had pleIlty of grain stored 
in the ancieIlt pits that the Romans had JJrepared a 
long time before. lIe distribllted it to everyoIle who 
needed it, Balla'i and nOll-Baha'i alike. 
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When the British arrived later} they also did not 
have enough provisions; an officer came al1d talked 
to i\bdu'l-Baha about the situation. When asked for 
His advice} i\bdu'l-Baha replied} "I have graiI1." 

liBut} Master} for the British Army?" 

'ABD[J'L-BAfI;-\ 

entering the horse-drawn carriage He preferred to other vehicles 

"I have grain-for the British Arn1.y/' 'Al)du'l-Baha 
responded. He was later made a Kr1ight of the Brit­
ish Empire for His services in relief of distress al1d 
famil1e. 4 

Al10ther concern of iAbdu'l-Bah,i's tl1at Slln1mer 
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SIR :4BI][FL-BAHll. ABBAS, K.B.E. 
()n 27 April 1920 the A:faster received a knighthood of'the British 
Ernpire for flis services in relievingf'anline during \'Vorld vVnr I. 

\vas Jamal P~isha) who, as I IlleIltioIled l)efore, \vas -- . 

ruthless. He \vas at the head of tIle 'T'urkistl Army ancl 
was supposed to cross the Sinai Desert and the Suez 
Canat then drive the Britisl1 out of Egypt. He never 
got there. Btlt what he diel \vas ciestroy ttle whole 
country over \v}lich he passecl 

Jamal Pastla had heard c}larges froIll tile C:ove­
nant-breakers ttlat i\bdu'l-Baha was agaiIlst tile rrurk­
ish state. He was SllSpicious and made plarls to exe­
cute Him. Tl1e Master met with hiIn 011 at least two 
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occasions. Commissions were sellt to 'A11dll'I-Baha to 
investigate His activities. 5 

I would sometimes go into A.bdu'I-BaI1a's garden 
and talk with Isma'il Aqa. He was the garclener, an old 
man whom 'Abdu'l-Baha loved. I would sit with him 
in his room there and talk. I happenecl to go to Abdu'l­
Baha's garden one day. Everyone\vas qllieC and I 
asked why. 

TIley said, "There is a conlmission of iI1quiry up 
in the Master's room." I listelled, and I coulcl hear His 
clear, commanding voice throllgh the open windo\v 
right above, talking to the Turkish cOlnmission with 
dignity, as if He \vere t11e iIlvestigator alld tlley the 
culprit. Although the Master was hllmble ill man)! 
ways, He never really bowed to anyone; He \vas proud 
in His nolJility. Through sellsing His cOI1fidence, I ac­
quired confidence and faith that He wOllld 1Je spareci. 

During these clifficult alld dallgerous days He took 
time to write the momentous 1'alJlets of the Divine 
Plan, sometimes in Haifa, mostly in Akka, thus cOllfer­
ring ulJon the American Baha'i commur1ity its vvorld 
mission. 6 

I was iInpressed tl1at sumnler by tIle German col­
ony, descendants of tIle Germans who 11ad come to 
Haifa in 1844 expecting the return of Christ. As I looked 
down from the Shrille of the Bab 011 Mt. Carmet I 
could see the straight, steel) path, a succession of 
flights of stolle-and-masonry steps, that were in line 
with the main street of the Germall colony. Their 
main avenue looked straight up at the Shrine of the 
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Bab on Mt. Carmel. On their houses were inscriptions 
from the Bible.* 

There were also memorable little details SUCll as 
eating at tIle table witll 'Abdu'l-Baha. He ate very sim­
ply, but He insisted on others having the proper 
amount of food. Quite often He wOllld come behind 
the guests and talk to them. He came behilld me and 
said, IiWhy aren't you eating?" I \vas shy; I "vas llun­
gry, but I did not dare eat. "Why aren't you eating, 
Sheikh-Ali?" He would repeat. He would tllel1 put a 
large helping of rice on my plate. Illad to eat it! 

One day I was walkillg back from the business 
section of town. All the streets were windirlg tllere, 
alld the roads vvere dirt roads, not macadarrl. I was 
going aroulld a curved street up the 11ill toward the 
house of 'Abdu'l-Baha. As I turned tIle corner, tl1ere 
He was. I saw 'Abdu'l-Baha with two of the believers 
behind Him, walking down the hill. As was the ClIS­
tom, I stepped to one side alld bo\ved. He stopped alld 
walked over to me, right in front of me, and He looked 
me straight in the eyes. That is something I \",ill Ilever 
forget-looking at 'Abdu'l-Baha face to face. 

*The German colony, known as the Society of the Temple, or 
Ternplers, had cordial relations with Abdu'l-Baha Who utilized 
their doctors and called upon others to assist in business transac­
tions pertaining to acquiring land on lVlt. Carmel. About t\venty­
five of the homes of the Tenlplers had religious inscriptions carved 
into the stone over their door\vays. One house, adjacent to a spot 
where Baha'u'llah once pitched His tent, has the inscription' 'Der 
Herr ist nahe 1871" C1God is nigh 1871"}.-ED. 
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ABDU'L-BAHA 
walking do~vn Mt. Carnlel to His home 
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AIEMORIES (JF ItBDlJ'L-BAIIJt Ii\! llAIFA 

How to describe Hinl'? I canll0t do so adequately; I 
can only give a few IJrllshstrokes, 110pillg tllat togeth­
er they may form a rougll sketch of tI-le Master. 

ImagiIle a strollgly built Inall \vitll a bearing at 
OIlce majestic and gellial. SI10\VY \vhite hair allc] flow­
ing aba. Broad forelleacl, a strollg intellect 1111S\VerV­
iIlg vvilt wonclrolls bille eyes tllat COllld look itltO YOllr 
soul or melt into irlfillite tellclerIless alld reaSSllrance. 
A face, Il0\V calll1 aIlcl meelitative,l mirT'oriIlg the very 
essence of IJeace, I10W raeiiallt and flIlI of life. A l11arl 
of contrasts, He was domiIlallt, allci yet tIe \vas IllHl1-
ble. He was strong, arlcl yet fIe vvas telleier. tIe \vas 
very loving aIld affectiollate, allcl yet He cOlIld be very 
stern. He vvas iIltellselv hllnlaIl, keelliv alive to the 

~ v 

joys and sorrows of this life. rrllere was no Olle who 
felt more acutely that He clid tIle slliferillgs of 
hUlnallity. 

He llad a great seIlse of Il1lInor. I \viII s11are vvitll 
you a few stories from here alle1 tllere, vVllicll I IleaI'd 
from others. One tilne, wilell He \",'as in Paris, I 1)e­
lieve, some Britisil jOllrllalists caIne to iIltervie\v Hilll, 
alld fIe ansvvered their qllestions ill Ellglisll. rriley 
\vere sllr11risecl and said, "Your Ellglish IJrOl111Ilcia­
tiOll is very good." 

i\lJdu'I-Balla sInileci and paced l)ack arld fortll. 
(Quite often He walked back alld fortll as He talked­
even in His puIJlic speeches.) il()11 yes," He saic!, all(l 

tlleIl fIe recited a fevv \,vords SllCll as hi,JpolJotaTnus 

aIld rhinoceros. '(Yes, I sIJeak ciijJicult Ellglisll for ,vou~" 
Arlother time fIe \vas ill Palo Alto. 1~11is story \vas 

" 
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told to Marion) my wife, by her favorite professor of 
English at Stanford, Samuel Svvayze Seward. Dr. 
Seward said he asked i\bdu'l-Baha at dinI1er, after He 
had spoken at Stanford University, "Who are tl1e peo­
ple most respollsive to your teachings?" 

i\bdu'l-Baha reIJlied, liThe PersiaI1s." 
"Who are the least resIJonsive?'1 
,'rrl T k " .1e ur s. 
'iW}-lat about the AIllericans'?" 
j iWell-the AmericarlS 11ever want to stay on the 

same streetcar very IOI1g. They always want to trans-

ABDLI'L-BAHA AT STANFC)RD LJNIVERSITY 
8 ()ctober 1912, after I-lis historic address in Assernbly Hall 

(building on left). Abdu'l-Baha is accompanied 
(left to right) by tl-VO secretaries and Dr. Ray Lyman \lVi/bur, 

Dean oj'the 1\4edical School. 
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THE END OF WORLD WAR I 

fer. But when t11ey come to the Baha'i Cause, they are 
firm and strong."7 

Once Harlan Ober, one of tl1e early believers, was 
asked by 'Abdu'l-Baha to go to India. Harlan had trav­
eled all over the world for the Faith, but he didn't feel 
too keen about goirlg to India at tl1at time. Of course, 
he said rlothing, and he was perfectly willing to obey. 
A few days later 'Abdll'l-Baha said, i'Harlan, you are 
going to America; you are going to the United States." 

Harlan said, "But Master, I tllought I was going to 
India." 

'Abdu'l-Baha answered, "So did Columbus!" 
To return to my story: Summer vacation was al­

lllOst over, ar1d I went to see my family in Damascus 
v v 

before going back to Beirut to graduate from the Syr-
ial1 Protestant College in May of 1918. After gradua­
tion I retllrned to Damascus. rrhe Allies ruled the seas. 
A ship stooel in the Beirut harbor; I could see it as I 
left. Bombardment \vas expected at any time. 

THE ENIJ OF WORLD WAR I 

'-rhe war dragged on and on. There was nothing to do 
in Damascus. lVly father 11ad a small store, and I would 
help llim with it. There was very little business. I got 
a book and learned German just by readirlg and talk­
ing with the soldiers \vho came to our store. I used to 
meet with the German soldiers. I was tryirlg to do 
something with my time, and I tl10ught I could learn 

37 



~ 

RECOLLECTIO,VS OF /tHIJlT't-B/tllfl 

tl1e langlJage and eventually StlIdy at tlle 'Teclll1isclle 
Hochschule in Berlin. 

We lived on a terraced 11illside a1Jo\'e tIle city ill ,,-

all area called Umuhfljirin," meal1illg "iInI11igrallts." It 

was so 11amed because there vvas a grolll) of rrllrkisll 
citizellS who had emigrated tl1ere frcHl1 :EurolJean 
rrurkey when the Greeks hacl OCclIJJiee} tlleir lal1el. 
rriley IJreserved tlleir OWIl llabits, costllnles, allel lal1-
guage. It \vas a nice section, aneI I cOlIlc} look ClOWIl 
over all of Dalnascus, all tIle l)lairl, tllell u F> at tile 
ITIOllfltains in tile IJackgrOtlllcl. 

Every day vve vvalkeel elovvnto\vn IJeCatlSe the 
streetcars \J\Tere rlot rlllll1illg; tiley did llot have allY 
coal or fllel to IJroduce IJo\ver. Crlle traiI1S \;vere rurl­
ning on wood. I }lacl tIle experience m)'self of cliInb­
ing the l.1e1Jal1eSe rnOtllltairlS ill a traill I)o\vere(] by 
\J\loocl, and it \vas 110t exactl .. y re\varclirlg.) y\le Ilad to 
\l\Jalk up the Ilill at Iligllt. However, it \vas very IJleas­
al1t IJeCalISe Danlascus, as illV fatller tole} us, \J\'as a .... 

little like Persia. It vvas still like tlle olel, olel COlllltry. 
l'lle vvalls were nlade of IJressed I11ud aIle} stra\v, al1d 
tl1e \l\Toocl was not finislleci \vood btlt jllst peelee} trees 
l)ut up instead of lumber. 1'11ere were 1Jeautiflll 01'­

cllards, and vv.hen I walked, I COllld see all tl10se trees 
laden witll fruits. '-rIle weatller was nice. I actllally 

~ 

enjoyed lTI .. Y stay there. So vve wellt IIp allel dOWll, 
coullting tile days, not kno\lvillg \Vllell tIle vvar \l\JolIle] 
elld. 

One evelliI1g after sunset we had fillislleei C}illI1er 
and were IIp on the little veraIlda \Vhell vvehearci a 
IOlId noise like an explosiorl-canll0ll SJlOtS. We looked 
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OLlt ahead and sa\v a IJig fire. rrl1eIl tllere were more 

explosions aIlc} more lloise. \Ve realized tllat tile Brit­
ish vvere IJoInbardirlg tile militar.y seetioll of DaInas­
cus. At last the British 11ad conle. \Ve 11ael beell 110lJillg 
for deliverance 1'ronl tile Tllrkisll yoke. 

v 

That was the IJegirlIlirlg of tIle Britisll occll}JaticHl. 
Instead of the l'tlrkisll aI'nl,Y's crossiIlg the Suez C:anal, 
tIle British 11ad COllle aneI conquered JeI'LISalenl.Be­
fore tI-lis we 11acl hacl 110 Ile\VS. All \ve heaI'(J \vas 
fabricatedbv the rrllrkish allthorities. rrhis canle as a 

v 

cOIn 1)lete sLlrlJrise. \1\/11at \VOLlld 11alJIJell to us, vve diel 
110t kIIOvV, but sOlnell0w \ve were not afraieL /\fter 
a\IVllile I tlle bOInlJare}IneIlt stolJl)8e1; \ve\vent to b(~(l 

allel \vent to sleep. 
Before da\vn vve a\VOk8 to strange Jl0ises. First \ve 

heard fhe 'rurkish alld C;ernlan sol(liers filillg (1\vay, 

right in frollt of OLlr eloor. on a little tortlloLlspatll, 
alld escapillg 111) the hill to tIle rloI'tll. rrllell \ve 11(~ard 
a fllrl11)l, sellleaky 110ise, \\rllicll \ve fOllIld OLlt later \vas 
frorrl tile' "rinLizzies," tIle little lV10(1el-1' Fortis, going 

LIp tile 11ill. \I\'e 11ae} 11ever 11eard sourlds like t}lat lle­
fore. rrhat Ill0rl1ing 1 vvasbold ellough to go OLlt arld 
\valk eiovvlltO\\Tll to see wllat \Ivas going on. rrherp 

\vere tile Australiall cavalrYlnell \vitll tlleir big 11ats , 

ridiIlg up the street eatirlg tornatoes. I 11acl never seell 
arlylJody eatillg tomatoes as frlIit 1)e1'ore. I \;vaved at 
theIn, alld they looked at me Sl1S1JicioLIsI),. '}'11el1 1 

spoke in English, alld tlley IJrigl1teiled L11) , resllollciecl, 
and \vere very friendly. 

Our great COllcerll \vas Haifa. Wrlat 11ad 11a}Jl)elled 
there? F'or a time \ve 11ad 110 word. \rVe \vere very 

,~ 
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anxious. Bllt soon the news came: General Allenl)y 
arId tl1e Britisl1 had occllpied Haifa. There is a 1011g 
story behind that. In short the British Intelligence 
Service, headed by Major Tudor-Pole, OIle who \I\Tas 

very friendly to the Baha'is, if not a Balla'i himselt 
had ul1covered a message tellil1g t11at 'Abdu'l-Baha 
was in danger, that Jamal Pasha had vowed to crllcify 
Him, and destroy tIle Holy 'Tombs and all the sacred 
buildings of the Baha'i Faith before the Britisll came. 
Immediatelv, t11e wires \vere bus v between London 

v ~ 

and Cairo as the Britisll arrived in Palestine. 11'orces 
were set in motiol1 to take the town by surprise. C~eIl­
eral Allenby was to come around tIle promontory, 
arouI1el Mt. Carmel allel into Haifa, and flarlk the Baha'i 
properties. The British at OIlce put a cordon of sol­
diers arounli the house of IAbdu'l-Baha and took ste1)S 
to protect Hirrl. All the generals anel officers came to 
pay their respects to Him. And thus He \vas saved. \Ve 
learl1ed this fact later; vve did not know at the time 
how close we came to losing 'Abdu'I-BaI1a. 

r-rl1e doors to the outside world were opened Ul). 

Now we could see allead. We, too, were free and 
could Inake I)lans for the rest of our lives. T11ere \vas 
much thinking and countiIlg of pennies. I 11ad been 
working for the Public Works Department of tIle new 
Arab government. I had studied civil engineering and 
was hired as a draftsman. I was able to work for 
several months and save a little money to help me get 
started, but it was not enough. News got to i\bdu'l­
Baha throug11 my llncle, Mirza Ijusayn, and the Mas-
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FAREWELL TO THE ~IASTER 

ter offered me one hundred pounds, which in those 
days was worth about five hundred dollars.* That 
nlade it possible for me to go. I did not waste any time. 
In the fall of 1919 I went to Haifa to say farewell to 
Abdu'l-Baha. I was on my way to Europe (Switzer­
land, then Germany) for my graduate studies. I was 
twenty years old. 

This was to be my last experience \vith Abdll'l­
Baha. 

f:4REWELL TO THE MASTER 

I was in Haifa for two or three days. JlISt before I left, 
Abdu'l-Baha called me to His room. I was there alone 
\vith Him; the OIlly other person was Shoglli Effendi, 
who was in aIld out. The Master asked me to sit down, 
and He directed Shogl1i Effendi to bring me some tea. 
As He spoke to me, He gave me instructions on hovv 
to live. He told me He had hopes for me. He said, "You 
are a good boy, Sheikh-Ali." 

Then ShoghiEffendi brought the tea. TIley serve 
tea in glasses there, boiling hot. I took the tea, and I 
tried to drink it, but I could not. Abdu'l-Baha said, 
j'Drink. Drink your tea." So I had to drink it. It didn't 
matter! 

*This gift from Abdu'l-Baha \vas gratefully returned to Shoghi 
Effendi, the new Guardian, soon after Ali was enlployed by the 
Southern Pacific Railroad Company on completion of his graduate 
studies at the University of California at Berkeley.-ED. 

41 



~ 

RECOLLECTIONS OF 'A HIJI "L-HAIIA 

At tIle very end He gave me His }Jlessillg. T'llell He 
stood LIp alld beckoned me to Him. I \Vellt to IAIJdll'l­
Ballfl, and He pllt His arms around rIle alld kissee} nle 
on IJoth cheeks. 

I 11ever saw Him agaill. Bllt the tablets, or letters, 
tllat the beloved Master revealed 011 my bellalf fol-

'-' 

lowed rIle to Ellrope aIlcl America. Olle of t1le talJlets, 
ill 'Al)cill'l-Baha's OWll haIld\vritiIlg, iIltroduced nle to 
the GermaIl Ballet'is: I'() ye friencis of Gocf! His 1101101' 

'-, 

Shavkh-'Ali is one of tIle firnl friel1cis; exercise towarel 
_.". ".1-

him love alld kindness." 1'0 tIle Balle:l'is ill tIle lJrlitecl 
States 'Abdll'l-Baha sent tvvo introcilJctions. In tIle fall 
of 1~J20 I-Ie \vrote to Roy C. \Villlelm: 

lIis honor, Shaykh-~~\li! is going to Allierica. lIe 
is a youth of good n1anne1'S and telllperanlent and 
is of an accepted fanlily at the 'fllreshold of God. 
Therefore, you \vill do your best to help hinl in 
olanaging his affairs. 

011 8 ()ctober IB20 'Abclll'}-Balla \\'rote, ill His O\VIl 
11ancL to \rVillialn fl. Rarlciall: 

Jinab-i-S}laykh-~4li, the distinguished son of I:I~lji 
Aqa lV1u}:1amnlad, is a sensible and cultured young 
nlan of good behavior. lie \vill be going to f\nlerica 
to conlplete the courses of sciences and arts \vhich 
he has been studying in Berlin. Probably he \vill 
remain about t\VO years in America. rr110u Sllouldst 
treat him with the utlll0st consideration and kind­
ness. 
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-

F~\CSri\:IILE ()F.A TABLET FH()l\1 >\BIJlT1,-HI\JI.A 

dated 17 IJecernber '19'19, introducing Ali AI. Yazdi 
to the Gerlnan Baha'is. The tablet, in the j\:laster's handHTitillg, 

\vas translated by Shoghi P~trendi. 

()n 9 DecemlJer 'Al)du'I-BaI1cl wrote agaill, this tilne to 
Mrs. Rutl1 \V. Ral1eJall, regarciiI1g t11e selection of a 
suitable uI1iversitv for D1e to atle11cI. FiI1all v, ill la te 

~ ~ 

IB20 or early 1~)21, I \!vas greatl~y strellgtl1erlecl and 
iI1sl1ireci as I begaIl my life iI1 tl1e UniteeJ States to 
receive a ta1Jlet froln tIle Master irlscribed to "'rile 
spiritual SOIl, Sllaykh- 'Ali, UpOll llirn be tile (~lor~v of 
Goel, the All-C;loriolls:" 

C) Shayl<h- j\li who are dear to the spiritually 
nlinded. 

Render thanks unto God that in this blessed 
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age thou hast stepped forth into the \vorld of exis­
tence, been nursed from the breast of the love of 
God and hast been reared in the bosom of divine 
guidance, and that no"v "vith the pernlission of 
i\bdu'l-Baha and by His leave thou art proceeding 
to America to study the sciences. Thy father is here 
with us at the Holy Threshold, and we both pray 
on thy behalf and beseech for thee the assistance 
and favor of the Blessed Perfection. And upon thee 
be His glory. 8 

j\ year after receiving tl1is tablet, when I was ellrollecl 
at the University of California at Berkeley, the IlevVS of 
His ascension reached me. 

REFLECTION 

l.looking back, as I have so many, marlY times ill my 
life, I carl see that the passing of ~bdu'I-Bal1a markec] 
the end of an era. He was a man passiollately elevated 
to a single goal: to spread tIle teachings of His Fatller, 
Baha'u'llah; to bring people together; to establish tIle 
brotherhood of man all earth ill fact as well as ill 
principle. He had spent His whole life ill the midst of 
severe aIld llninterrupted perseclltion aIld imprison­
ment, yet He had not flinclled. With His brilliant miIld) 
His indomitable C01Jrage, and His unbollnded devo­
tion He had directecl the spread of the Faith to tIle 
peoples of Europe and America, while at the sanle 
time protecting this Faith in the country of its origin 
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from concentrated and merciless attack. Nothing 
stopped HiIn-not His enemies, tile military, disaster, 
dangers, the Turkish authorities, the difficlllties that 
met His efforts-nothing ever deflected Him from I-lis 
purpose. And yet it was 110t easy, for (fespite His high 
station, He was also intensely hllrnan, al1d He suffered 
a great deal. 

He \lvas often very happy alld always askeci tIle 
Baha'is to be happy: IiBe happy! Be happy!" Tllat \vas 
His counsel to tl1e believers, and He set the example. 
But tl1ere were times when I would see Him witll tile 
lJurdens of the whole world llpon His shoulclers. 

rrhere is somethiI1g vve sholIld never forgee some­
thing I learlled from Abdll'l-Baha: His life \vas not 
really His life alone; it was the life of everyone of lIS, 
an example to everyone of us. If we always keep His 
life ill mind, I think it will help us find our way. 

We llave a new generation of Baha'is conling in 
froIn tIle outside and a new generation growing up 
from the inside. They know \vhat they have read in 
tl1e books. But do tl1ey know that this is a liviIlg Faith? 
Do they truly realize that tile Manifestation of God 
11as actually appeared and initiated a new era? Do 
they know that people have lived and worked anti 
died for the Cause? Are they fully aware that the 
Baha'i Faith is 110t just something extraneous, some­
thing beautiful, logical, just, and fair? Do they know 
that it is part and parcel of our blood, our very life? 

I cannot help wondering what the worlei would 
be like if people flocked to the teacllings of Abdu'l-
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Baha and followed His example, if men and \VOmerl 
all over the world arose in ever-increasing 11l1mber's 
and made His way of life their own-ten thollsand, 
ten million, a hundred million people-each IJUrSll­
ing His goal with zest and confidence. What would tIle 
world be like? And what would the indivicillal's life 
be like, transformed by the example of our Master? 

ABDU'L-BAHA. 
"the Center and Pivot of Bahfi'u 'lhlh IS 

peerless and all-enfolding Covenant" 
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RECOLLECI1()NS OF~ 

Shoghi Effendi 



RECOLLECTIONS OF 

Shoghi Effendi 

T 11as beerl a IJlessing for me beyolld Ineasure to 
llave personally knO\VIl Slloghi Effellcli, tIle ex­
traorciiIlary grallclson of ~L\t)ciu'I-BallaJ dllring tIle 

years of our youtll, before lle became the (;uardiarl of 
the Balla'} Faitll, as well as after. 

Sl10ghi Effendi was very close to i\lJdll'l-Balla. l~lle 
1Vlaster always treated him a little differelltly frOITI 
other people, even \vhen he was a child. He was de­
voted to i\bdu'l-Baha. F'rom his earliest childlloo(l, 
from the very beginning of llis life, he was cledicated 
to the F'aith. 

JV1EMORIES OF' SHOGHI EFFENDI IN RAI\1LE~/-J 

I first met Shoglli Effencii ill 1910 whell lle callle to 
Ramleh, shortly after the Master came. He was tllir­
teen, alld I \,vas elevell. I had heard abotlt 11inl btlt 11ad 
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11ever seen him before. Now, in Ramleh, he weI1! to 
the same school I did: the French Brothers' SCll00l. 

We slowly started to get acquainted; you kno\t\! how 
children are. Then we got to know each other better. 

SHOGHI EFFENDI 

approl(iTnateiy thirteen years old 

I would see him at 'Abdu'l-Baha's house, and gradu­
ally we became friends. Even as a child he was always 
dignified, but he was also friendly. He was always fllll 
of zest-always energetic and eager, al\t\!ays fllll of 
life. 
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SflOGHI EFFENDI WITH BAHA'is IN RAJ\;lLEH, 1910 

Front row seated, right to left:jirst, I-Jaji Mul)ammad Yazdi; third, 
Shoghi Efrendi. Second row, right to left: third, Ali 1\;1. Yazdi 

(standing in back ofShoghi Effendi)j fourth, 'Abdu'I-Ral)irl1 Yazdi 
(brother of Ali Yazdi). 

The first t}1ing of importance that llappelled dllr­
ing his stay ill RalnIe}l proved to be a shattering ex­
perience. When i\bdu'l-Baha planned to go to t}1e 
IJnited States, He wanted to take Shoghi Effendi \vith 
Him, aloIlg wit}l a fe\\T ot}ler believers. S}10ghi EffeIlcii 
was in seventh }1eaven. He had heard so much alJout 
America, and he longed to be with the Master as He 
traveled throughout North America and gave the Mes-
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sage. 11e looked forward with great arlticilJatioll to t11e 
. 

experIence. 
The day before 'Abdu'l-Baha left, Shog11i Eifellcli 

came to see me and asked, "Sheikh-Ali/'-he almost 

SH()GHI EFFEIVDI 

approxirnatelyfifteen years old, 
taken around the tirne ~vhen 

Abdu'l-Bahfl leftf'or l\)orth /\Tl1Crica 

always called me Sheikh-Ali-"do YOlI vvarlt to go to 
the ship with me and see my calJin?" 

I saicl, ('Surely!" So, \vit11 some ot11er believers, vve 
'"' 
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took tile electric train to It\lexandria and tllen to the 
harbor. Before us \t\Tas tile Cedric, a Wllite Star Liller. 

It was a beautiflll sI1il), Olle of t\VO tllat plied regu­
larly between Alexandria alld New York, ane} stolJIJed 
OIlly at Naples. SI10ghi EffeIle}i alld I wellt OIl the boat, 
alld he took me uIJstairs alld showee} me his state­
room, tile dining room, aIle} everything 011 tIle Sllip. 
He was extremely happy, alld so was I very IlaIJIJ,Y for 
11im. I Inade him promise to write to me wllell 11e got 
to America, and he said 11e wOlllei. 

l-'lle Ilext (iay, 25 March 1~)12, was tile (lay of cie­
IJartllre. Earlier I explaiIled how 'A1Jdll'I-Balla \valkeel 
silently to tile train and how He wellt to Alexallciria 

v· 

alld took the sllip.* SllOglli Effelldi weIlt witll Hill1. III 
Naples tllere \vere pllysical examillatiolls; eyes \vere 
tested, for 110 one could enter the IJllitecl States witll 
trachoma. Tile Italiall doctors said tllat Shoglli Effendi 
Ilad tllis infectioll. He 11acl never llaei trouble \vitll llis 
eyes. 'There \vere 110 signs of traclloma, yet tlley ill­
sisteci 11e must leave tile sllip. 'Abdll'l-Baha \vas very 
sae1. He said, "They thillk we are l'urks." Italy was still 
at war with Tllrkey. Tllrollgh this, alld perhalJs otller 
maclliIlations, Slloghi Effendi \vas serlt l)ack. Wllerl 
11e returned to Ramleh, the doctors said firIl11,V tllat 
lle did not 11ave any IJroblem \vhatever. SllOglli Effen­
di was 11eartbroken. He wanted to be \vitll llis beloved 
lVlaster, allel lle wanted to 1Je in America alle1 see tIle 
teaclliIlgs of tile Faitll he loved spreae} all over tIle 

*S ~. ?O ?') L' eL pp ..... I __ .-rJJ. 
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country. That dream was denied him. I saw 110w he 
lost weight and actually became sick because he was 
depressed. It took quite a wl1ile before he regained 
his 11ealth.* 

After Abdu'l-Baha's travels in the United States 
and Europe, He returned to Ramleh for five IIIOI1ths. 
Shoghi Effendi, who had been in Haifa part of that 
time, came to be with Him. On 2 December 1913 

f\bdu'l-Baha left Alexandria to return to the Holy Land. 
I did not see Shoghi Effelldi again for alrnost three 
years. 

MEMORIES OF SIIOGHI EFF'ENDI IN BEIRcrr 

At the Syrian Protestant College, Shoghi EffeI1di and I 
were both students. There was a group of Baha'i stu­
dents \'\Tho met to discuss the teachings. That was our 
extracurricular activity and our time for comrade­
ship. Shoghi Effendi was one of the group, and so was 
I. These students were mostly Persians who were 
lnarooned there. They could not get home becaLlse of 
World War I and the blockade of the coast; during the 
sumlners they went to Haifa and spent their vacatiollS 

*Shoghi Effendi's \vife, HtiJ:liyyih Habbani, explains in The 
Priceless Pearl ([London: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1969], 19) that 
Dr. Amin Fareed, one of 'Abdu'l-Bah;i's secretaries, \vas party to 
the nlachinations that prevented Shoghi Effendi froIn accompa­
nying the lVlaster to North America.-ED. 
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on Mt. Carmel. There was an anteroom to the Shrine 
of the Bab that was assiglled to them, and they spent 
very happy summers there. When I was in Haifa, I 

greatly enjoyed being with Sl10ghi Effendi alld witll 
them. 

SYRIAN PROTESTANT COLLEGE 
(later renamed American University of Beirut) 

attended by Shoghi Effendi and Ali Yazdi 

At the college Shoghi Effendi was always jolly, 
optimistic, and hopeful. He had a wonderful persoIl­
ality. All of a sudden he would burst fortll with loud 
laughter. Or sometimes a smile would break on his 
face. He had a very small mouth; beautiful, expressive 
eyes; and very regular, handsome features. He was 
bouncy He just bounced. 

At college we were in the same dormitory. Sl10g11i 
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EffeI1di's room was rig11t across tIle hall from lllille. I 

l1ave stated tl1at there was a s110rtage of everytl1illg, 
il1cluding food, which led to famille. I relnerrllJer beillg 
downtown and seeing women dying 011 tile streets . 

SHOGHI EFFENDI 

around the time he attended 
the Syrian Protestant College 

..•........... ' .......•. /' 
.) , 

No one paid any attention to them. I did not go back 
again; I preferred staying on campus, for it was terri­
ble to see those people dying when no one was able 
to do anything for them. LlICkily, because of President 
Bliss of the college, even though America was in tIle 
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war, rations were allovved to corne to tIle college. The 

mail1 reaSOl1 for tllis \vas tIlat tIle Svriall Protestal1t 
~' 

C:ollege trained doctors, ellgilleers, al1d so 011-

professionals WI10 \vere llseful to tIle Turkis11 allthor­

ities. We \vere not actllally depriveei of anyt11ing, lJllt 
we had no luxuries eitller. 

From time to time Shoghi Effel1cii \vollld have 

tllings sent from Haifa. He \vould receive gooel, brown, 
110me-baked breael; 1101ley; eiried frllits; al1e] IllltS. TI1e 

frlIits froIn I-faifa a11d IJebanoll were al)sollltelv eieli-
'" 

cious. Shoglli Effendi wOlIlel ir1vite rne to Ilis rOOln, 

alld the two of us wOlIld sit toget11er, feasting, talk­
ing, anel enjoyillg ollrselves. He was al\;\lays ver .. v 

generolls. 
We would converse on mallY Slll)jects. Actllally, 

our relations11ip was one of two yourlg mell, t\VO IJer­
sonal friel1ds, as we were begil1ning our life 011 alII' 
OWl1, anel we 11ad mllcl1 to sllare. We ofterl talked to 

eac11 otl1er about the flltllre. His vision \lvas al\vavs of 
oJ 

the Faitl1 spreading all over the \tvorld alld of every-
body serving the CalIse; tllese \vere 11is Ollly arnbi­

tiOllS. We shared a commOll goal of IJersonal service 
to tile f'aith. He 11imself dic] 110t k110\V Ile was gOi11g to 

be the Guardian. Evel1 at Oxford, where I later visiteel 
him, he rlever gave any ir1dication tI1at 11e k11e\;\1 he 
was to be the Guardiall.* 

*'l-\bdu'l-Baha appointed Shoghi Effendi the Guardian of the 
Baha'i Faith in His \'\lill and Testanlent, but Shoghi Effendi did not 
learn about the appointnlent until his grandfather passed a\vay in 
1921.-ED. 
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1'hough Shoghi Effendi \vas of holy lineage, and I 
\t\'as a member of an old pioI1eer faITlily in tl1e Faith, 
we forgot about that and were just two young men 
being very IlaI)py together.* We both llad logical 
minds, anel we both liked to discuss things analytical­
ly. We also enjoyed sllaring our creativity al1d visioI1. 
rfhese were aspects of our relationship then and later. 

MEMORIES OF SHOGliI EFFENDI IN 11AIFA 

III 1917 I spent the sumIner vacation in the home of 
Iny uncle, Mirza ~usayn Yazdi, on Mt. Carnlel. 'rhe 
trip from Beirut to Haifa \ivas somethirlg I \vill Ilever 
forget. I had never been on a horse before, and yet I 
had to go from Beirut down the coast by horseback. 
There were other Persian studellts riding too, but 
they all knew how to ride. 

v' 

Despite my inexperieIlce, I managed fine. T'he 
horse was not exactly an Arabiarl steed, btlt we trot­
ted along ulltil just before I"fyre. I remembered some­
thiI1g about the land of Tyre in the Bible. At thatpoiI1t 
we had to go over steep mountairls. 1'}lere was OIlly 
hard rock, and we were high up looking down, way 
dOWIl, onto the waves of the Mediterranean beating 
against the rocks-I not knowing what I was doing. 

* A pioneer in the Baha'i context is one who leaves his or her 
hOllle to serve the Baha'i Faith in another country.-ED. 
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But I trusted the horse, and I IJrayed all alollg the way. 
There were cOInpensatioIls. We traveled by day 

aIld l)y night. It was strange to pass throug11 t11e fields 
right along the seashore as people 11ad dOIle ill Bibli-

ALI M. YAZDI 

eighteen years old, 1910 at the 
end of his junior year at the 

Syrian Protestant College 

cal days, and to see women working tllrolIgll tl1e 
night, gatheriI1g vegetables. The fresh SlImmer lligilt 
air made it a delightful experiellce. Best of all, vve 
made it safely to Akka. 

Akka is an old city pavee} \vitll stones. B.y tile sea-
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shore there was an old fortress n1ade of stol1e, brick, 
aIld masonry blocks. It was built out over t11e oceall 
with holes in the walls through which gUI1S coule} be 
fired. The waves would beat against the walls. 1-'11ere 

THE PRIS()N ()F AKJ01 

where Bahci 'u 'llcih and !-1is 
family andfolhnvers ~vere incarcerated in 1~()8. 

Ali Yazdi spent the first night (~rhis 1917 SUTnnlcr vacation 
in Akka. 

I looked down arld could see the hOllse wl1ere I was 
to stay that night. Later I 11eard alJout all tl1e tlliIlgS 
that had happened il1 that same llollse ill tile 11istory 
of tIle Faith.* It was excitillg. I vvas al\vays (Illite a 
romal1tic child arId YOlltll; I liked Lo let Illy inlag-

*It is not kno\vn to \vhich house Ali \vas referring.-ED. 
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illation rUIl away. l'llat nigllt I slept on the floor, 
exhausted. 

The next day \t\!e went to Haifa allel were ill tIle 
presence of 'Al)du'I-BaIl~l. Durirlg tIle SlImmer I \t\!as 

freqlleIltly in tIle comparly of Shogili Effellcli. lie \vas 
IJart of the groUIJ-llot jllSt vvith me; \t\!e vvere all 
togetl1er, eIljoying one aIlother's cOlllparly. 

COl\4MLJNICATI01V5, AF,rrER W()RLD ~J\;~4R I 

Slloghi Etfelldi graduated fronl tIle Syrian Protestant 
C=ollege the same )7ear I clid.* He wellt back to tlaifa; I 
vverlt to Damasclls. Later 011, vvheIl tIle \,vay \vas 
olJened for comnlllIlication ancl travel, Sl10gIli Effellcii 
\vas exceedingly haIJp)l. His eliary alld 11is letters at 
t11at tin18 are a trul y relnarkalJle record of \vllat t118 

'" 

Balla'is vvere doiIlg, as \vell as of his O\Vll feelillgs. 
Tlley' S}10W ho\v excited l1e \vas, after the long slJell 
of silellce and isolatioIl, to see tIle mail flooding ill 
froIn all over tIle \r\Torlel-from tIle lJrliteel States, froIn 
C;errnallY, from France, Irldia , Burrna. Letters canle 
\vitll Ile\VS of tIle .Faith; telegralns eXIJressed tIle joy 
of tIle believers tllat they could again comll1llnicate 
vvitil 'Abdll'l-Balla. Sl10ghi Effelldi \vas tllrilleel IJY all 
of t118se greetiIlgs as his letter of 26 Decenlher 1918 

SllO\\,S: 

*Shoghi Effendi and Ali Yazdi graduated on 15 lVIay 1918.-

ED. 
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Every day carries with it its fresh tidings and 
happy ne\vs. Fronl the Far-Eastern land, tIle center 
of news has shifted today to Persia, in the Midclle 
East, and thence to the extreme West in tIle U.S. of 
An1erica. Many telegrams have arrived, and each 
contributed its share of consolation and solace. 
From the dear land of Persia, the doors of vvhich 
are still practically closed, in a lllaterial sense to the 
face of the Beloved, this bit of good news is \vired: 
IIGood news made all extrenlely happy; friends 
well safe and united; desiring only Thy will." Fron1 
France a similar cable is at hand expressing joy at 
the receipt of the Beloved's cable and conveying 
love to all. FrolTl Boston and Chicago alike the news 
arrive[s] that the friends rejoice at i\bdu'l-Baha's 
deliverance, Sllpplicate Tablets, and even beg the 
Master to come to their shores. 

We shall wait to see the response of the Be­
loved. 

Early this morniIlg I vvas ushered to I-lis Holy 
presence, and there faciIlg the Beloved on the sofa, 
enwrapped in I-lis nlantIe with nlasses of supplica­
tions scattered aroulld I-linl, I sat, the pen in lllY 
Iland, putting down tile \vords that flovved fron1 
His lips. A 1'ablet was revealed to J\tliss Juliet 
1'hompson of New York .... * 

Another Tablet was addressed to Ahnlad 'Yazdi 
[an uncle of Ali Yazdi] of Port Said .... 1 

* Juliet Thompson (d. 1956) was an American portrait artist 
\vho learned of the Faith from 1\1ay Bolles [1\1axvvell] \vhen she 
was studying art in Paris. l-Ier vivid recollections of her meetings 
vvith 'Abdu'l-Baha are recorded in The Diary oj'}uliet ThoTnpsoT1 
(Los Angeles: Kalin1at, 1983).-ED. 
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Now the friends were again free to teach the Faith. 
My father received permissioI1 to come to Haifa. 
Shoghi Effendi described the visit in a letter of 13 

February 1919: 

The call of the Beloved bidding tl1e friencis of 
God to arise ... 11as resounded throughout all 
regions .... The city of Dan1ascus ... has a\vakened 
to the spirit of the new age. The pron1inent figure 
among its friends [~aji lVluQ.anlmad Yazdi, tl1e fa­
ther of Ali Yazdi] has attained to the court of the 
Beloved's presence and has brought \vith hinl ... 
good news. . . . T11is morning he was ushered to 
the Beloved's presence and the first thing he did 
after seizing the hen1 of the Beloved's garn1ent and 
repeatedly kissing it, was to offer a supplication 
from an erudite Arab, a native of Medina, an influ­
ential al1d responsible personage in Danlascus, an 
authority in the Muslim creed who [lad beel1 at­
tracted and moved to \vrite to the Beloved .... In 
short the news of our beloved arld dear visitor, ir\qa 
I~aji Mu1fammad Yazdi was refreshing, nUIl1erous, 
and significant. With a smile and a nod of appreci­
ation the Beloved greeted every bit of news and 
was glad to kno\v that a reaction to t1le passiverless 
and inactivity of the past had set in. "Deliver t11e 
Divine message with prudence and wisdonl" was 
the Beloved's recommendation to the teachers who 
qre serving in these regions. I-Iaving said this, He 
arose, again \velcomed our guest ... leaving us 
with our friend whose source of ne\vs and glad 
tidings seenled inexhaustible. 2 

Two days later Shoghi Effendi wrote enthusiasti­
cally that the pilgrims were arriviI1g as before t11e 
\var: 
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T'onight, around the Master's table for supper 
sat Messrs. AI!nlad Yazdi, ~Iaji l\luI!aIllIllad Yazdi, 
Mirza l:fusayn Yazdi [Ali Yazdi's uncle, f~ltller, and 
a second uncle, respectively], Aqa JVlul:1anlIl1ad 
1'aqi, three of the Parsee friends of 'f\dasiyyih \vho 
11ave recently arrived, Badi' Effendi, and Illy father. 
The ITlaster vvas tired and did not converse long. 
That night the recollection of those pre\var ban­
quets \vllerein believers froill every part \vouid 
gather callIe to Illy Illind, for ne\v faces I sav\" and 
delicious dishes were placed .... 

M,ajor rrudor-Pole due to a slight indisposition 
11as had to postpone his departure fronl Cairo .... 

\lVI-len he arrives! OllI' joy vvill reach its 
utnl0St. ... :3 

f\.bdu'l-Baha \t\1orkecj all [lOllI'S. ()ne Ill0rniIlg 
S[loghi Effendi was sleelJiIlg \Vhell 'A.1Jciu'l-Baha callecl 
hiIn to get to \vork. This teIlder descriptioll was vvrit­
ten later that (lay: 

'", 

Early this lnorning I \vas awakened by a gentle 
knock at Ill)' door, follo\ved by tIle s\veet voice of 
the Beloved calling 111e to rise froill Illy sleep, to 
sllake off TI1Y drowsiness, and to attelld to IlIV 

~ ~ 

\vork:-l 

You COllld see the ,Faith\vas Shoglli Effendi's life; 
his joy was service to ~L\bdll)l-Balla. He kept reIleating 
all tlle time, iiI am in tIle service of rny Beloved." I-Ie , 

was haptlY in those days arld intent on the flltllre of 
tIle Faitll. 

But Shoghi Effendi was also aware tr1at all tIle 
Persian studellts of our group were leaving, sorne for 
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Persia, some for EllrolJe, SOBle for America. He wrote 
of tIle separations ill his cliary all 24 ALIgllst and noted 
that I was comiI1g to Haif~l to say good-11ye to i\lJdll'l­
BahA: 

This week has been, vie\ved fronl one aspect, a sad 
and depressing one. It has \vitnessed the scattering 
of friends who during the vvar and prior to it have 
been for years held closely and affectionately to­
gether by bonds of fellovvship alld C0I11n10n inter­
est. T'he student Baha'i group at the l\rnerican ITni­
versity-that C0I11pany of young, brilliant, active, 
and upright I1len, which }las all throughout the 
\var retained, notwithstanding its vicissitudes and 
blows, its cohesion, is novv splitting up, its nUI11bers 
n10stly graduates of that university departing fron1 
tllat COn1I110n center .... Mr. 'Ali Yazdi is just start­
ing fran1 Damascus to Haifa \vhere, after meeting 
with the Beloved, he \vill proceed to Berlin to en­
gage in higher studies. 

Sad has been the fare\vell ... , but tile idea that 
these young I11en, enlightened and active as they 
are, I11ay one day each in 11is o\vn sphere of action 
render a service to the Cause, affords sufficient 
consolation for tt1e hearts 1I1at reI11ain behind.:> 

STUDIES IN GERl\1ANY 

I left Haifa by train tQ go to Port Said wllere I vvould 
take the ship to Switzerland and Germally. S110g11i 
Effendi caIne to the station in Haifa to see Ille off. He 
sat in the com}Jartment LIntil the train was ready to 
leave; then he said good-bye, and he askecl nle to 
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write to him. It was the end of August 1919-the last 
time I was to be in Haifa until 1928, after my marriage 
to Marion Carpenter when we both made the pilgrim­
age and were in Shoghi Effendi's presence. 

~.. " 

I
t,. , 

.... 

j . 

I 
;~ 

.. ; 
~: 

BAHA'j GRADUATES FROM THE SYRIAN 
PR()TESTANT COLLEGE 

en route to Germany after World War I at Abdu'l-Bahci's 
instructions. Ali M. Yazdi is thirdfrom the left. 

There were five other young Baha'is, one of whom 
was older than the rest of us, who had been students 
at Beirut and were now being sent by 'Abdu'I-Ba11a to 
Stuttgart to contact the believers after the war. We all 
had passage on a smalt old Italian boat of the Lloyd 
Triestino Company. The route was from Port Said to 
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Alexandria to Venice. In Alexandria I \lvent to the of­
fices and arranged a transfer to a new ship, which 
was just ready to sail. The others followed suit. We 
11ad the most beautiful trip along the Adriatic by the 
Dalmatian coast, \vith its surlny little 11amlets and is­
lands, to Trieste. 111 Ver1ice we were marooIled for a 
couple of weeks with passport difficulties; things were 
not easy rigl1t after tile war. I stopped for a short time 
in Switzerland. Bllt the university had alread.y begun, 
and I \vent on to Germany. 

I stlldied for a year at the rrechl1ische Hoc]1schtIle 
iII Berlin and spent a SlImmer in Stuttgart. It \vas a 
wonderful Batla'i summer. rrhere I came to k110\V 
Consul and Mrs. AIIJert Sc11warz. He (lied iI1 1~J31, but 
she served the Faith actively for many years alld died 
much later. They were both remarkable people. T11ey 
took me to their house Inany tilnes. TIle Baha'is t11ere 
were most kind. The southern Germans \vere very 
friendly, mild, and loving. 

There was also another family with whom I be­
came close. The head of that family, tl1e father, was 
Herr Hauff. He had a factory outside t]le city tilat 
made photographic equiIJment. He was quite well-to­
do. He had built a large house that was a replica of aI1 
old castle. He invited me to stay there. His fan1ily were 
all Baha'is; he was the ollly 011e who was not a believ­
er. He offered me some of the choicest wine from his 
cellar alld was rather sl10cked when I turned it (lawn. 
He could not understand such a thing. 

Herr Hauff and 11is wife had two daughters arld a 
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son. The older daughter, Johanna Hauff, was a very 
sweet, lovely girt and we became good frierlcis. vV}lell 
I was ill Berlin, she and her father caIne to see llle, 
alld we went to some of tIle interesting places togetll-

/\ LI 1\1. Y/\Z[J I 

at Technische I-Iochschule 
Berlin, 1919-20 

er. Later I read in Star oj-' the vvTestJ ill 1~J221 tllat s11e 
\tvas in Haifa at ttle tinle of f\l)cill '1-Ballcl's IJassiIlg. G 

(;ermallY was a marvelous eXI)erierlce for fIle,but 
all of Shoglli EffeIlcli's friencis llad gOlle, and he \vas 
left 1)ehind-l1l1till~J20. Bllt 11e vvas llappy ill 11is \,vork. 
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SH()Gl-l[ EFFE1V[)[ 

in his earlv tvventies, 1919 
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He was busy translating all the incoming mail in 
French and English into Persian and translating the 
tablets revealed by i\bdu'l-Baha in reply to these peo­
ple. He was very much occupied and extremely hap­
py. I corresponded with him now and then. 

After I arrived in Germany, I receive(l this letter 
from Shoghi Effendi written 9 December 1919: 

My dearest tAli 

For a long time have I awaited your letters as I 
was in the dark as to your whereabouts. But now 
that your father has come for a few days froIll 
Damascus, I secured your address alld am sending 
you herewith sonle news of the Holy Land. 

rrhe Beloved is in the best of health and so are 
the friends and pilgrims. Your dear and devoted 
father is as ever warmhearted, loving, rosy­
cheeked, and in full bloom. Your brotller is study­
ing at the S.P.C.* and all runs SITloothly. I was told 
last night that he is growing wonderfully in height 
and his studies above par. 

As to myself, the sanle \vork and the sanle 
room. 

So please write ITle and forget nle not as I do 
not and cannot forget the dear Sheikll! 

Yours affectionately 
Shoghi7 

* Ali Yazdi's brother, f\bdu'l-Ra}:linl Yazdi (nanled by 'Abdu'l­
Baha for their grandfather tAbdu'r-Ra}:lim), was studying at the 
Syrian Protestant College, now called the An1erican University of 
Beirut. Later he served for n1any years as the chairn1an of the 
National Spiritual i\ssenlbly of the Baha'is of North East Africa.­
ED. 
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Eight days later he wrote that fifty pilgrims hacl 
arrived from many parts of the world. He enclosed a 
tablet revealed by i\bdu'l-Baha commending me to 
the believers in Germany: 

0./ 

Dearest iAli! 
Your letter from Stuttgart dated Nov. 27 is at 

hand. I exposed its contents to the lVlaster, and I 
secured this Tablet for you in His own hand\vriting 
addressed to the Gernlan friends. I 11erewith en­
close it.* 

Your dear father is here, and \ve exchange the 
news of your letters to llle and to hilll. I-Ie is well 
and happy. I trust you have received my letter to 
you dated Dec. 8,\vhich I sent to the Technische 
Hochschule and in which I enclosed some diary 
letters of mine vvhich I thought ll1ight interest )lOU. 

We are exceedingly busy here. SOllIe fifty pil­
grims, Arabs, Kurds, Persians, All1ericans, Europe­
ans, and Japarlese. How we miss you and the dear 
Trio, Bakers & Co.; I have vvritten them letters, and 
I wonder \vhether they have been received. Aqa 
Mirza Mul~ammad-Baqir Kharl is on his \Nay to Hai­
fa and is now in India.* 

*See pages 42-43 for the text and facsinlile of iAbdu'I-Baha's 
17 Decen1ber 1919 tablet concerning Ali Yazdi addressed to the 
German Baha/is.-Eo. 

*With i iBakers & Co." Shoghi Effendi is rnaking a play on 
vvords using the name of Aqa Mirza MUl:J.amlnad-Baqir Khan.­
ED. 
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Give please nly love to all the brothers and 
sisters in Stuttgart, 

I anI ever 
your brot11er 

Shoghi 
Most adn1irable Tablets 11ave been revealed for 
Consul and Mrs. Schwarz, lVIr. and lVII'S. flerrigel, 
Miss Knobloch and Pastor Hydron. Inforn1 the re­
cipients of the bounty besto\ved upon then1. 8 

SHOGHI EFFE1VDI IjV PARIS 

The time came wl1en Sl10g11i Etfencli, too, wOlllclleave 
Haifa. 'Al)du'l-Baha wanted hiIn to COIltiI1l1e llis stllcl­
ies. However, the hard \vork had IJrokell his llealtl1. 
The Master sellt him to a sanatorilllTI just outside of 
Paris to rest, lIndergo treatment, alld reClIIJerate.* He 
was 110t to open a book while he was tllere. His l)ost­
card, writteIl 8 May 1920, gives sonle idea of \vhat he 
was gOillg through at this tinle: 

Dearest jAli! 
I have not forgotten you, but do you kno,,\' and 

realize what crisis I have passed and into \vhat 
state of health I have fallen! For a rnonth I have 
stayed and am still staying in this II nlaison de con­
valescence" away from Paris and its clanlor in bed 
until noon, receiving ... treatment and follo\ving 

*Maison d'Hydrotherapie et de Convalescence du Parc de 
Neuilly, 6, Boulevard du Chateau.-ED. 
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the Master's instructions not to open a book during 
my stay in tl1is place. Be sure, dear friend, that 
your place in nly heart is ever reserved and warnl! 
I wish, wIlen recovered, I could conle to see you. 
But I anl afraid this is not possible. Your dear father 
had gone to Port Said for a tinle vvhen I left Haifa. 
The Master is in splendid health. Fourteen Anleri­
can pilgrinls have arrived. rrl1e f-Ioly Land is astir! 

ShogIli9 

MAISON D'HYDROTHERAPIE ET DE CONVALESCENCE 
in Neuilly, outside Paris, 

where Shoghi Effendi recovered from an illness 
befbre matriculating at ()xfbrd University 

On 28 June 1920 Shoghi Effendi \vrote that 11e had 
almost recovered al1d was waiting for instructiollS 
from the Master: 
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My dear unforgettable 'Ali! 
Your letter and the good news of you imparted 

by Ghulam-'Ali made me wish or yearn to come to 
you aIld see you for a few days now that I am better 
and almost fully recovered!* I shall \vait and see 
the turn of events before I decide to pass a sojourn 
with you in Berlin. Now that I have recovered after 
three-months reginle, llydrotherapy, and electric 
treatInent, I am impatient to plunge again in a val­
uable, profitable \vork, to build the structure for 
Illy fllture and whether I shall resunle my work in 
Haifa or go to England for t\VO years study-it all 
depends upon the Master's will, which shall be 
communicated to nle within a fortnight. 

I have deplored the hard financial situation you 
are in, and I really feel with you. I have just \vritten 
home and exposed your situation to the Holy 
Mother, and I trust something will be done to rem­
edy the situation.* Dr. Mirza has lately arrived here 
from Baghdad .... Who knows? Perhaps we Illay 
both come and see you for some days in Berlin! It 
is a long time I have received no ne\vs froIn home, 
and I am growing irrlpatient. ... President Bliss has 

*Ghularn-'j\li was a Persian Baha'i druggist vvho canle to Ger­
rnany to buy supplies.-ED. 

* After World "Val' I Gerrnany was in ruins, reparations and 
pensions had to be paid, rnoney was short, inflation was out of 
control, jobs-especially for students-were scarce, and the cost 
of living was expensive. Ali had left flaifa \vith faith, his earnings 
as a draftsman, and one hundred English pounds that 'Abdu'l­
Baha had given him. I-Hgh university fees and saving nloney for 
going to the United States to study irrigation engineering, as the 
l\1aster had directed, left Ali with virtually no funds.-ED. 
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died in Anlerica.* A great blow indeed to the col­
lege! I do not like Paris. People are so superficial, 
en1pty, pleasure-seeking, and frivolous. Life bores 
nle here, and I hope I \vill have soon a change for 
the better. 

Your loving brotl1er 
Shoghi 10 

Later il1 his life Shoghi Effelldi went to Switzer­
land duril1g the summers to climb mountains and 
walk a lot. He loved the outdoors and tl1e mountains, 
and he needed time with nature, because all 11is work 
was desk work. But in 1920 his stav in Paris\vas OI1]V 

~ ~ 

a stop on his ,yay to EIlgland alld Oxford lJniversity. 

SlfOGJ-II EFFENDI IN ENGLllND 

Shog11i Effendi was happy \vith the Baha'is in EIlg­
laI1d. He saw Dr. Jo11n EsslemoIlt, whorn 11e 11all 
knowI1 the previous willter ill I-Iaifa, and t11ey struck 
up a great friendsllip.* Dr. EsslemoI1t 11ad tubercLIlo-

*President Bliss was the president of the Syrian Protestant 
College when Shoghi Effendi and Ali Yazdi attended it.--ED. 

*Dr. John E. Esslenlont (1874-1925) heard of the Faith in Eng­
land in 1914 and \vas instantly struck by the beauty and signifi­
cance of it. He rendered many services to the Faith, distinguishing 
hirnself through his literary contributions, Inost notably his \vell­
known introductory text Baha 'u'llah and the iVeVV Era (5th rev. ed. 
[Wilmette, Ill.: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1980J) and through his 
collaboration with Shoghi Effendi. After Esslen10nt's death, Shoghi 
Effendi appointed him a I-Iand of the Cause of God.-ED. 

75 



RECOLLECTIONS OF SllOGlli EFFENIJI 

, . 
-~'-..AJ~ ~ • 

~j~ .. ~ ~ ~~~~ 
,~~ '\tM. ~ ~ '\- ~ .~ ~ ..cJ~ 
\ "'\k' .) ."O.NL.- ,~ ..oJ ~ ~ ~ ~_ 
~ \'~~ ... ,t\A~ ~ ~~ ~ 
\'.~,\-~ ~ 

I 

i 
i ____________ .. ________ . ___________ J 

FACSIMILE ()F A LETT'ER FR()J\/1 SH()GJ-II EFFEiVDI 

written from Neuilly, France, to /\/i 1\;1. Yazdi, 2B June 1920 
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sis. Shoghi Effendi used to go to his private sanatori­
um in Bournemouth; they had meals together) and 
they enjoyed talking. 

SHOGHI EFFENDI 

visiting Dr. J. E. Esslemont at his 
sanatorium in Bournemouth, England 

Then he went to Oxford) and tllere) of course, 
t11ings were differerlt because he had to study very 
hard. He was working for a special certificate) not for 
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SIIOGHI EFFENDI IN EiVGLAND 

a Master of Arts or a higher degree. He was studying 
special subjects-English, economics, 11istory of reli­
gion, and so on, as described in the letter below. He 
was not taking required courses for an advanced de­
gree. The best way to understand his feelings at that 
time is through the letters he wrote: 

SHOGHI EFFENDI 

(third row, center) with a portion oj~his classmates, 
Balliol College, Junior Common Room, 

Oxford 1920 
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Dear 'Ali: 

RECOLLEC1JOJVS (}F SII(}GIII EFFENIJI 

Balliol College 
Oxford 

5.10.20 

Your letter reached 11le at a tillle I \vas i111-
ITlersed heart and soul in Illy Il1anifold prepara­
tions for entra~ce at Balliol College, Oxford. I iUlI 

fearfully anxious and occupied, but your letter ab­
sorbed Illy interest and diverted it froIl1 this phase 
for a time. I aIn glad and extreIT1ely sad in receiving 
your letter-glad at the knovvledge that at last Illy 
efforts have proved partially successful and SOTne 

pecuniary help has been extended to you. I \vislled, 
dear IAli, to 11ave had enough ITI0ney at Illy disposal 
to sllare it with you! I irrlITlediately wrote to lVII's. 
George and eXI)osed the case fully. I hope you \vill 
soon and easily sail. I anl so grieved at the sudden 
turn of events and the cOfnplications and cost of 
travel have only marred tlle brightness caused by 
the knowledge that SOllIe financial help has been 
finally extended. 

I really wondered and got even angry at the 
delay and silence following llly letter whic}l I sent 
home concerning you. I \vonder whether you have 
experienced brighter developITlents since you 
wrote me your last letter. I assure you, dear friend, 

~ ~ 

that if some are free from pecuniary anxieties, they 
are nevertheless subject to another set of various 
physical, intellectual, and social drawbacks and 
preoccupations. Do you believe 11le vvhen I say that 
t the grandson of the lVlaster, have been victill1 of 
painful experiences, sOllIe times of bitter disap­
pointments, and always of constant anxieties-all 
justified-for IllyT illllllediate vvork and future? If 
you have spent of late painful and trying tiIl1es, Illy 
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share of these troubled hours is bv no Illeans Illuch 
L' 

less and Illy burden Illuch lighter. 
IV!y field of study is so vast, I have to acquire, 

ilf·""·'· 

.' ,···A'f 

SH()GHI EFFENDI 

a thoughtful student 

Illaster, and digest so Illany facts, courses, and 
books-all essential, all indispensable to Ill}' future 
career in tlle Cause. 'The very extent of tllis inl-

v 

Illense field is enough to discourage, excite, and 
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overwhelm such a young and inexperienced be.­
ginner as myself. 1'hink of the vast field of Econon1-
ics; of social conditions and problenls; of the var­
ious religions of the past, their histories and their 
principles and their force; the acquisition of a sound 
and literary ability in English to be served for trans­
lation purposes; the mastery of public speaking so 
essential to llle, all these and a dozen more-all to 
be sought, acquired, and digested!* 

Prayer, faith, perseverance and effort will alone 
do it. Praying for your success from all my heart! 

Shoghi Rabbani 11 

MEMORIES OF SHOGHI EFFENDI AT OXFORD 

In the fall of 1920 I left Germany and went to London, 
where I wired Shoghi Effendi to tell him I was going 
to the United States. He immediately telegraphed, ((You 
don't mean to tell me you are going to America vvith­
out coming to see me." I wrote a note, and he an­
swered by postcard on 3 November 1920: 

Oxford 45 Broad st. 
My dear 'Ali. 

When I received your telegram, I wondered to 

*In a question-and-answer session follo\ving a talk on 2 No­
vember 1975, when Ali Yazdi was asked whether Shoghi Effendi 
was a public speaker, Yazdi explained that Shoghi Effendi was 
intensely interested in the great speakers at Oxford. Ho\vever, 
Shoghi Effendi himself did not speak publicly on any occasion as 
far as he knew. Shoghi Effendi felt, perhaps, that that was not his 
greatest contribution.-ED. 
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what address I should forward Illy answer. Now 
that I have been informed I hasten to tell you how 
glad I would be to meet you, sllake hands with 
you, and perform the cerenlony of mU$afilJih.* I am 
bound with nly lectures and courses and feel 
SOIlletimes depressed. I shall be your host when 
you come to see me. I don't know how you have 
TIlanaged for your traveling expenses. 

On Thursday and Friday a brilliant debating 
soc. and an address by Bryce will be delivered.* 
Shoghi12 

With this invitation I went to Oxford and stayed in 
Shoghi Effendi's rooms and spent a couple of nights 
there. He took me allover the university, sllowing me 
the sights and unburdening his soul. There, again, we 
were two young men, one of holy lineage and the 
other from a family that had long been in the service 
of the Faith. We talked about the future of the Faith 
and our part ill it and of the opportul1ities tl1at lay 
ahead. He told me, as he had writtel1 me, that he 
wanted to go to Haifa to serve the Faith. He never 
discussed his career in more detail-only tllat lle 
110ped to be of service to the Cause in whatever way 
the Master would say. It was always, i'What the Mas-

*The Arabic form of greeting, later adopted by the Persians, 
of embracing and touching the right cheeks and then the left 
cheeks. In his postcard Shoghi Effendi vvrote mu~iifif}.ih in Ara­
bic.-ED. 

* James Bryce (1838-1922) was a British jurist, stateSI11an, and 
historian.-ED. 
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ter would say." Of course, traIls1atioIl aloIle \vould not 
'" 

11ave beell enollgll for him. He Ilever gave an~v illclica­
tiOll tllat he expected to becorne tile Guardiall. 

fIe \vas intensel,Y illterested ill tIle outstalldillg 
sIJeakers at Oxford alld especially those ill Oxforcl 
[Jnion, where the great statesInen 11ac} receiveci tlleir 
trailling. He wanted me to attend tile (1e1Jates \,vit11 
11irn alld to Ileal' tile acidress [)yBryce. He llol)ed \lve 

could discuss tIle talks togetller. After Illy visit I re­
ceivecl a card from llim dated {j NOVenl1Jer 1~}20, \vhicll 
bore the crest of the Oxforcl lhlioll Society: 

SH()GHI EFFEIVDI 

tender, lovin& generous 
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[Jear tAli: 
I have received vour card, and I kne\v well that .. ' 

it would be difficult for you to conIC here again. I 
did nliss you profoundly last night and the night 
before, particularly as I firnlly anticipated tllat we 
would both enjoy and conlnlent upon the proce­
dures of the debate and lecture. I trust, hovvever, 
that you \vill not be detained a long tinle and that 
vou \vill have not any difficulties to surnlOlu1t. I .. .. 
llave \vritten to Grandnlother about you renlinding 
her of vour difficult and strained situation vet your 

~ ,-, ,-' 

patience and \vilI. I hope that sonle help nligllt 
issue by the tinIe you prepare yourself for entrance 
into college. Nty best and tenderest \vishes be vvith 
you alvvays. lVlay vve nleet again under better cir­
cunlstances! 13 

A few days later) shortly IJefore I sailed, I receivecl 
..., L' 

tllis furtller evidence of Sl10g11i EffeIldi's terlder heart, 
loving kiIlcirless, aIlei gellerosity, at a tilne W}lerl 11is 

OWll IJrolJlems \vere almost over\v}leln1iIlg: 

I)ear I\ll: 

C)xford 
10.11.20 

I really never realized ho\v nlinute) intense, 
and urgent vvere your financial needs. I hasten} 
therefore, to send you all that I can for the pres­
ent-nanIely, five Englisll pounds banknote, \\'hich 
I enclose in this letter. I hope LYOU are staying at 
lVliss I-Ierrick's. She lIas sonle roonlS to otfer to 
friends \lvho conle to London. If vou are not there, 

L·' 

do apply. She is so kind. 
~'Iy studies and preoccupations are exerting an 

eifect uIJon nle alnlost as distressing as your 

85 



RECOLLECTIONS OF SIIOGHI EFFE,VDl 

o\lvn difficlilties. Believe me it is so. I don't know 
\vhat I s11all do at the end. 

Yours lovingly 
Shoghi 

For Heaven's sake think not of sending file back 
anything. I flatly refuse and decline. Let your mind 
be at res1. 14 

SHOGHI EFP'ENDI 

TJ-IE GUARDIAN OF I~HE CAUSE OP' GOD 

It was a year later, when I was ill Berkeley, C:aliforllia, 
that I heard tile news of the ascensiOIl of 'Abdll '1-Baha. 
It is strange, IJut we rlever thought that 'AIJ(]ll'}-Ba.ha 
would (lie. 'Thollg1l He lfinlself alluded to His passiI1g, 
our Illillds llad not, coule] not, acceIJt the possibility. 
Before the \vill of the l\1aster \vas OIJerled, I wrote to 
Iny fatller expressing my grief, my affection, anel rny 
concerI1 for SllOglli Effendi. It was the beloved yOllIlg 
Guardian 11imself who ans\vered my letter. 

VOll have rear] in the history IJooks how the lln­
expected IleV\lS of 'Abdu'l-Balla's passing aln10st lJroke 
Shoghi Effendi's spirit. Comillg suddenly, without allY 
\VarIliIlg, it was too much for 11im. He actually llad to 
leave Haifa and put the affairs of the Faitll ill the haIlds 
of the Greatest Holy Leaf.* He had to recover from t1le 

*The Greatest Holy Leaf was Bahiyyih KhanUI11, the daughter 
of Baha'u'llah and the sister of 'Abdu'l-Baha. She was in charge of 
the Baha'i Faith until Shoghi Effendi recovered from the shock of 
'Abdu'l-Baha's passing and his own appointment as Guardian of 
the Cause of God.-ED. 
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shock and regain his strength. 
His answer to my letter to my father, vvhich he 

wrote on 23 January 1922, gives you some idea of 
how he felt at the time: 

SHOGHI EFFENDI, THE NEW GUARDIAN 
"0 A1y loving,friends! After the passing 
away of this wronged one, ... turn unto 

Shoghi Effendi . .. , as he is the sign of God, 
the chosen branch, the Guardian o.f the 

Cause of God . ... "- 'Abdu '/-Baha 
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l\1y dearest brother: 
r[he touching letter you had \\'ri t ten to your 

dear father has been such a relief and conlfort to 
nle and to those \vho have perused it. In the rllidst 
of our sorro\vs, one ray of hope gives us the solace 
and peace that the \vorld cannot give-narnely, llis 
sure and repeated pronlise that tIe will send souls 
that shall gloriously promote His (~ause after IhIll. 
l\1y dear brotller! 1'he pure faith, the ardor and the 
services of your father, I anl sure, as \vell as your 
o\vn noble wish, \;\Till nlake of you an efficient and 
energetic servant in tIis Cause, and I assure you of 
illy prayers at His hallovved Shrine, that \Vllatever 
you do, whatever you acquire nlay in tIle near 
future be wholly and directly put to the service of 
His Cause. 

I am too overwhelnled to \vrite illore fully, but 
I assure you of my prayers for you, Illy attachrnent 
to you, and my fervent hope that \ve shall both 
cooperate to tIle very last, in our servitude at llis 
fIoly Threshold. 

'[he bereaved fIoly Leaves renleIllber you \vith 
tenderness and hope and wish you a bright future 
wherever you nlay be.* 

Yours in flis Love and Service 
Shoghi 

ATl erlvelope was enclosed 011 vv11ich he had vvritterl: 
IIRose petals tl1at have IJeen laid llpor1 I-lis Sacreli 
Threshold." 15 

I did not see S110g11i Efferldi agair1 l1I1til1928, vvI-lel1 

*The Holy Leaves \vere the fenlale rnernbers of 'Abdu 'l-Bah(l's 
family.-ED. 
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Iny wife and I vveIlt to visit 11im. He had beel1 the 
Guardian for severl years. 0111' frielldsllip contiIlued 
throughollt the years of tIle Guardians11ip. Shoghi Ef­
fendi encouraged l11e to write 11im. But I was reluctant 
to do this, for Ile always reslJollded warmly, and I felt 
I must spare Ilim. I cliei \\'rite 1111cler sTJecial circum­
stal1ces, or with goocl flews, ancillave llis exceptiollal 
letters of those later times. But tilat is part of anot11er 
story. 

As to 11is C;uareiiaI1s}1ip, Y01I all kl10W al)out S}10ghi 
Effelldi's splendid achievements. How diel his COI1tri­
t)lltions affect the Ba11a'is at the time? Ollt oftl1e whole 
\\'orlci this one Inan undertook tremeIleious tasks it1 
every pl1ase of the Faitll. l'here were translations of 
iInportant }Jooks that he did almost siIlgle-haIldedly. 
Before his traIlslatioI1s we had very fe\\' good OIles. 
His first traIlslatioIl \vas The I-Jidden Words. Mrs. (:0-
rinIle True in 1922 brollght back from Haifa a copy of 
the ITlanuscrilJt. A college girL a guest of Mrs. True's, 
spent thrilling hours copying IJY haIld the Ilew trallS­
lation to take hOI11e to C~aliforllia. This yOUllg womall 
was later to become my \vife.* 

I can recall tl1e day ill Berkeley \v}1ell \ve heard 
that Nabil's J-'he Da'vvn-Breakers llad }Jeer1 translatecl 

*lVlarion Carpenter [Yazdi], on SUInI11er vacation frOID the 
University of California, Berkeley, with her brother, H()\vard, \vas 
an overnight guest of lVII'S. True. 'That night she copied the entire 
I11anuscript of The Iiidden ~/V()rds by hanel. 'rhe liidden ~\'()rds (~r 
Baha 'u'l/ah (London: Bahai Assernbly) \vas first published in 1923.­

ED. 
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by Shoghi Effendi. 16 We cOllld l1ardly wait to receive 
a copy of this enormous book. We immediately estab­
lished a class to study it. The beautiful English trans­
lation gives the flavor of the Persian original. 1'hrough 
reading The Dawn-Breakers, the believers iI1 America 
could, for the first time, get the feeling of wl1at the 
early Babis had gone througl1 al1d the experiences 
they had had. 

1'here was also Baha'i Administration, the Guardi­
al1's letters to the American Natiol1al Spiritual Assem­
bly and to the American Baha'i community, from Ja11-

~ ~ 

uary 1922 to October 1932. Through SUCl1 messages 
the Guardian bllilt an administrative institutioI1 block 
by block. Then there appeared The World Order of 
Baha'u'llilh in 1938, in which 11e estalJlisl1ed the Bal1a'i 
Administrative Order as "the nucleus and pattern of 
the world civilization" emergiI1g under Baha'u'llah. 
His own comprehensive history of the Faith, Goel 
Passes B}'J appeared in 1944. Before it was published, 
an eager Berkeley believer got the galley sheets from 
Wilmette and read all night.17 

. Among his other achievelnents the GllardiaIl 
completed the outer sl1ell of the Shrine of the Bab. He 
extended and beautified the gardens on Mt. Carmel 
and at Bahji. He carried 011 a vast correspondel1ce 
with believers all over the world-in Persian, in Eng­
lish, and in French. He 11ad 110 staff for carrying out 
major projects. Nobody went to Haifa to work with 
him whell he Ileeded help so greatly-perhaps be­
cause they thought that he was indestructible. Actual­
ly, they did not really realize how much he needed 
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assistance. In the early days of the Faith in America 
and elsewhere, everything was happy-go-lucky and 
informal. Eacll one did what he liked. When the 
Guardian came, he established the administrative or­
der. It was not easy. Some people did not like the idea; 

Sll()GHI EFFENDI 

walking on Aft. Carrnel above the Shrine of the Bab, 
surveying his ~vork and planningfbr the jilture 

they were not used to it. Until tl1e frierlds could fUI1C­
tion properly, he COllld not use them. Whel1 tl1at time 
came, he appointed the Hanels of tIle Cause of Go(l. It 
\vas through that institution aIld tllrough the 1111e1'­

national Baha'i Council (tile precllrsor of tile lJniver­
sal House of Justice) that he was able to get tile llelp 
he so desperately needed. I8 Of course, his marriage 
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to Rul!iyyill Khanum was a great IJlessillg; tllat vvas 
really the greatest thillg that happeIled to llim durirlg 
llis C;uardianship.* She meant so mllcll to 11iIll all(l 
helped him tremendously. 

SH()Gfl[ EFFEN[)[ 

the Guardian (~rthe Cause (~r(;()d 

But despite tile lack of help llIltil later in llis life, 

SllOgili EJfeIlcli COI11pleteci vast teaclling IJIaI1S anci ill­

Ilumerable IJrojects. It \\'a5 illcreclible 110\V IllllCll \\'ork 

*Nee lvlary lvIax\vell, fl'OIll 1\lontreal. Canada. Shoghi Effendi 
appointed her a Hand of the Cause of God in 1~)52.-E!). 
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}le could turI1 out tllrougll 11is determiI1ation to serve 
tIle Cause. He actual1)l hroke 11is 11ealth, a11(1 that is 
one reason for 11is ulltimelv cleatll . 

... ' 

Shoghi Etfellcli left LIS a Illajestic legacy. When I 

think of tl1at [Jrilliant I devote(j) arld PUTIJoseflll Guard­
iaIl arld llis lllllJelieval)le aCCOH11JlisllrIlellts) I aITI awed 
by tIle bourlties besto\,veci llpOllllS. 

Nevertlleless, ffi)' milld keel)S gOillg [lack to tIle 
lively) llallcisollle! 11alJr)~YI .YOll ng rIlan I kl1e\V ill Iny 
YOLItll) WllO lookeri alleacl eagerly to the fLlture. He 

couIc} 110t 11ave knOVVJ1) ill those clays, llO\V LlIliqu8, 
ho\v IIIOlrH:~ntoLlS \vou]el 118 11is destine(J role ill tIle 
trillITll)11 of our IJelove(l C~allse. 

93 



NOTES 

FOREWORD 

1. See Marion C. Yazdi, Youth in the Vanguard: Mem­
oirs and Letters Collected by the First Baha'i Student at 
Berkeley and at Stanford University, foreword by Ali M. 
Yazdi (Wilmette, Ill.: Baha'i Publishing Trust 1982) 34, 36, 
for the text of her letter to i\bdu'l-Baha and i\bdu'l-Baha's 
response. 

2. See ibid., 36,40, for a description of Ali on his arrival 
in Berkeley, California. 

3. See ibid., 46, on the passing of i\bdu'I-Ba11a. 
4. The Baha'i World: An International Record.! Volume 

XVIII, 1979-1983, camp. 1'he Universal House of Justice 
{Haifa: Baha'i World Centre, 1986L 907-11. 

PART ONE / RECOLLECrrIONS OF ABDU'L-BAHA 

1. See Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, new ed. (Wil­
mette, Ill.: Baha'i Publishing Trust 1974L 237-320, and Lady 
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N(JTES 

Blomfleld (Sitarih KllanuHl), 'The C~h()sen IlighH'a)! (\'Vil­
ITlette, Ill.: Baha'i Publishing 'Trust, n<d., repro ]975), 135-228. 

See also H. M. Balyuzi, Abdu'I-Baha: l'he C:erztre (~rthe C:ov­
enan t of Bahei'u 'llah (London: George HonalcL 197]); Juliet 
crhompson, T'he Diar~v (~f Juliet l'hornpsol1 (L.los j\ngeles: 
Kalin:lat 1983); Ranlona Allen Bro\vn, AJernories (~r >ihdu '/­
Baha: Recollections (~r the Earl.y [Ja_vs (~r the Haha'i Faith in 
C:alifiJrnia (vVilnlette, Ill.: Balla'i Publishing ']'rust, 1980); 

Howard Colby Ives, J~()rtals to Freedonl (Ne\v York: IJutton, 

1~J37; repro ()xford, England: George Ronald, 1983); and 
Julia M. Grundy, rren Da)!s in the Light (~r /\kkcl, rev. ed. 
('~VilIIlette, Ill.: Bah;]'i Publishing 'Trust, 1979). 

2. See i\bdu'l-Bahri, A;fernoria/s (~r the Faithjil/, trans. 
l\1arzieh Gail (vVilrrlette, Ill.: Baha'i Publishing l'rust, 1971), 

64-66. 
3. See Shoghi Effendi, C;od [Jasses By, 281-83, 287--90; 

Bal.yuzi, /lbdu'I-Baha" 171-316; f\llen L. vVarcL 289 [Jays: 

'Abdu 'I-Baha 's Journe.y in /\rnerica (vVilnlette, Ill.: Bahel'i 
Publishing l~rust 1979); and l\Jlarion C. Yazdi. Youth in the 
Vanguard: AJemoirs and Letters C:ollecte(i by the j-/irst Baha'i 
Student at Berkeley and at Stanford [Iniversity, fore\vord by 
Ali M. Yazdi (vVillllette, Il1.: Balla'} Publishing rrrust, 1982), 

chs. 2 and 8. 
4. See Balvuzi, Abdu'I-Baha, 443-44 for an account of 

v 

the knighting of Abdu'l-Bahc} on 17 /\pril 1920. 
5. See Shoghi Effendi, (;od [:Jasses B.,"J 304, and Balyuzi. 

Abdu'/-Baha, 412-14, for an account of Janlal pa~ha. 
6. Abdu'l-Baha wrote the T'ablets of the Divine Plan, 

\vhich included fourteen letters addressed to the Baha'is of 
the .LIIlited States and Canada, in 1916 and 1917. l~hese let­
ters, or tablets, constitute Abdu'l-Baha's charter, or Blaster 
plarl, for the prollluigation of the Faith throughout the 
world. See Abdu'l-BahcL Tablets of the Divine Plan: Re­
vealed bv Abdu'I-Baha to the lVorth ATnerican Baha'is, rev. 

'" 
ed. (Wiln1ette, Ill.: Baha'i Publishing Trust 1977). 

7. See Marion Carpenter [Yazdi's] personal intervie\l\! 
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witl1 Se\vard, 14 February 1924, in Yazdi, Youth in the \!an­
guard 118-19, 167 

8. f\bdu'l-Bah~i to "the friends of God throug110ut Ger­
IIlany," 17 DeCeI11ber 1919, translated by Shoghi Effendi, 
translation approved by the ITniversity flouse of Justice; 
j\bdu'l-Baha to Roy C. \'Vilhelnl, undated, translated by 

'-, ""' 

'j\zizu'lla11 S. Bahadur, G Septenlber ] 920 (since the original 
Persian has not been found, the lJniversal I-Iouse of Justice 
has not been able to veri(Y the translation); j\bdu'l-Baha to 
Williarrl Handall, 8 October 1~)20, translation approved by 
the Universal I-I()use of Justice; i\bdu'l-Baha to l\!lrs. Ruth 
W. Randall, 9 IJeceillber 1920, translation approved by the 
Universal House of Justice; and i\bdu'l-Baha to Sheikh f\li 

Yazdi, unrlaterL translation approved by the liniversailiouse 
of Justice, in 1\1arion Carpenter Yazdi Papers. 

Pf1RI'TW() / llEC()LLECIJe)1VS ()F'SJ-l()Gl-ll 
EFJ?I~iV[)I 

1. [)iary-Ietter, Shoghi Effendi to /\hnlad Sohrab, 26 

11eceI11ber 1918, copy in 1\ifarion Carpenter Yazdi Papers 
(hereafter cited as Yazdi Papers). vVe have used house style 
for capitalization, spelling, and the transliteration of Per­
sian and Arabic vvords. 

2. Diary-letter, S110ghi Effendi to AtIa!, 13 February 1919, 

copy in Yazdi PaIJers. We have used 110use style for capital­
ization, spelling, and the transliteration of Persian and /\1'­

abic words. 
3. Diary-letter, Shoghi Effendi to l\hnlad Sohrab, 15 

February 1919, copy in Yazdi Papers. vVe have used house 
style for capitalization, spelling, and the transliteration of 
Persian and Arabic \vords. 

4. Diary-letter, Shoghi Effendi to A11I11ad Sohrab! 21 
February 1919, copy in Yazdi Papers. vVe have used house 
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style for capitalization, spelling, and the transliteration of 
Persian and Arabic words. 

5. Diary, Shoghi Effendi, 24 August 1919, copy in Yazdi 
Papers. We have used house style for capitalization, spell­
ing, and the transliteration of Persian and Arabic words. 

6. See "Letters telling of the passing of i\bdu'l-Baha," 
Star of the West 12 (2 March 1922): 296-99, for two letters 
dated 28 November 1921 and 3 December 1921 from Johan­
na Hauff, at Haifa, Palestine, to her parents in Stuttgart, 
Germany. 

7. Shoghi [Effendi] to Ali [Yazdi], 9 December 1919, Yaz­
di Papers. We have used house style for capitalization, 
spelling, and the transliteration of Persian and Arabic 
words. 

8. Shoghi [Effendi] to Ali [Yazdi], 17 December 1919, 

Yazdi Papers. We have used house style for capitalization, 
spelling, and the transliteration of Persian and Arabic 
words. 

9. Postcard, Sh[ oghi] Rabbani to Ali [Yazdi], 8 lVlay 1920, 

Yazdi Papers. We have used house style for capitalizatioIl, 
spelling, and the transliteration of Persian and Arabic 
words. 

10. Shoghi [Effendi] to Ali [Yazdi], 28 June 1920, Yazdi 
Papers. \t\1e have used house style for capitalization, spell­
ing, and the transliteration of Persian alld Arabic words. 

11. Shoghi Rabbani to Ali [Yazdi], 5 October 1920, Yazdi 
Papers. We have used house style for capitalization, spell­
ing} and the transliteration of Persian and Arabic words. 
Shoghi Effendi signed this letter "Shawqi Rabbani," a spell­
ing he sometimes used before settling on i/Shoghi Effendi.' I 
See Rul)iyyih Rabbani, The Priceless Pearl (London: Baha'i 
Publishing Trust, 1969)} 20. 

12. Postcard, Shoghi [Effendi] to Ali Yazdi, 3 Noverrlber 
1920, Yazdi Papers. 

13. Postcard, Sh[ oghi]. Rabbani to Ali Yazdi, 6 Novem-
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ber 1920, Yazdi Papers. We have used house style for capi­
talization, spelling, and the transliteration of Persian and 
Arabic words. 

14. Shoghi Rabbani to Ali [Yazdi], 10 November 1920, 
Yazdi Papers. Shoghi Effendi signed this letter "Shawqi," a 
spelling 11e sometimes used. See Rabbani, Priceless Pearl, 
20. 

15. Shoghi [Effendi] to [Ali 1\1. Yazdi], 23 January 1922, 
Yazdi Papers. We 11ave used house style for capitalization, 
spelling, and the transliteration of Persian and Arabic 
words. 

16. See Nabil-i-A' ?arrl [Mul).arrln1ad-i-Zarandi], The 
Dawn-Breakers: i\!abil's 1\1arrative of the Ear(v Da~ys of the 
Baha'i Revelation, trans. and ed. Shoghi Effendi (Wilmette, 
Ill.: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1932). 

17. See Shoghi Effendi, Baha'i Administration: Selected 
Messages 1922-1932, 7th rev. ed. (Wilmette, Ill.: Baha'i Pllb­
lishing Trust, 1974); Shoghi Effendi, The vv'orld Order of 
BahfI'u'llah: Selected Letters, 2d ed. (Wilmette, Ill.: Balla'i 
Publishing Trust, 1974); and Shoglli Effendi, God Passes By, 
new ed. (Wilmette, Ill.: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1974). Mar­
ion I-Iolley [Hofman] was the "eager believer" who re­
ceived the galleys of God Passes By from the Balla'i Publish­
ing Conlmittee's office in Wilmette. 

18. The Hands of the Cause of God were stewards of 
the Faith appointed by Baha'u'llah, i\bdu'l-Baha, and Shoghi 
Effendi to assist in the Faith's unity and development. At 
the time of Shoghi Effendi's passing there were twenty­
seven Hands of the Cause alive. These individuals guided 
and directed the affairs of the Cause until the IJniversal 
House of Justice was elected in 1963. The International 
Baha'i Council was established in 1951 under the direction 
of Shoghi Effendi. The International Council\vas, in the 
words of Shoghi Effendi, "the most significant milestone in 
evolution of Administrative Order of the Faith of Baha'u'llah 
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in course of last thirty years" (i\/Jessages to the Baha 'i v\/orld: 

1950-1957, rev. ed. [vViln1ette, Ill.: Baha'i Publishing l'rllst, 
1~)71], 7). 

PII()T()GRAPll (,'HE[)JTS 

I ) '19?3?9 -C) -') - - -(" BC) '""'8 ..... C) 8'1 8} 1 Q..... 1 <) 1 t " p. '_" _L'~) ,J .... , ;)J, aJ , ,I, /" "i '-t, 0/, an(l. ---('our esy 
AlHii(}-Visual DepartnH~nt. Baha'i \\'orld Center; pp. 11, ] 7, 21, 22, 

26, 28, 31, 34, 43, 46, 5]. G9, and 92--courtesy :\ational Bah,}'i 
Archives, \\'ilnlette. Illinois; pp. 7. ~J, 30, 36, 59, 66, 68, 73, and 
76-77-courtesy l\'1arion Carpenter Yazdi. 
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