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PROGRESS REPORT

Ongoing landscape work around
the International Teaching Centre
continues to enhance its environs

The Teaching Centre/Common Area
Building comprises more fhan i9,000
square metres. For ease of access to
such a large are4 the landscape around
the complex has been designed to have

several pathways, to serve various
purposes. For instance, pedestrian

access to the main entrance of the
Teaching Centre is available through the
arc path just above the Monument
Gardens, and the extended upper arc
path, which connects all the buildings
on the Arc. Pedestrians will also be able
to enter the complex through the main
entrance to the Seat of the Universal
House of Justice. Vehicular access will
be available through Golomb Street,

adjacent to the main gate to the Seat.

As part of extensive landscape work
being undertaken around the Teaching
Centre, several garden paths have been
constructed, outlined with curbstones,
and covered with crushed gavel. Plant-
ing along these paths is under way. In
the patios which cover levels I to 4, tuff
(porous volcanic gravel) and planting
mix (combining peat, fine tuff compost
and fertiliser) have been laid out, ready
for topsoil cover.

Interior finishing work continues
apace

While the external landscape is
being rapidly transformed, the intemal
spaces of the Teaching Centre are

coming alive with the warm tones of
maple, mahogany and cherry wood.

Befitting the dignity of the Council
Chamber in the Intemational Teaching
Cente, and in keeping with the woodwork
finishes of the doors, the central confer-
ence table and other millwork in mahog-
any, and windows in teak-all hard
wooG-the floor is covered with Brazilian
cherry with its beautiful red brown colour.

Inside the Auditorium, maple wood
has been used on the stage floor to
harmonise with the maple panels on the
walls and the balcony railings. Installa-
tion of audiovisual equipment and stage

lighting has also been completed. Seat-

ing for the Auditorium is expected to
arrive shortly, and as soon as it is

installed, the carpet will be laid. When
this is completed the fnal balancing of
the acoustic system will be carried out.

In the Library at the uppermost level
of the Teaching Centoe, the large arched
windows facing each other have been
framed in mahogany, to match the book-
shelves, filing cabinets and furniture.
Installation of this millwork is nearing
completion.

Office fumiture for the entire

complex is now on site, and installation is
in progress in the areas where the carpet
has been laid. On levels I to 6 the floor
has carpet tiles, while the levels above

have broadloom carpet. With the

exception of level 9 and the Auditorium,
the rest ofthe areas have been carpeted.

Plans under way to refurbish
the Seat of the Universal House
of Justice

Several offices have been relocated
from the Seat of the Universal House of
Justice to the Centre for the Study of the
Texts and the Archives Extension, and a
few others will be relocated in the
Common Area of the Teaching Centre
complex, necessitating the reorganiza-
tion of the Seat of the Universal House
of Justice. As part of this process, new
furniture and carpet have been ordered
for the areas ofthe Seat affected.

The mechanical room under the park-
ing bay ofthe Seat has been redesigned
and enlarged to accommodate facilities
to support the mechanical system of the
Centre for the Study of the Texts and the
Intemational Teaching Centre, including
air conditioning and electical equipment.
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Haifa - Bride of Carmel

The rapid progress towards the

completion of the buildings of the Arc
and the Terraces of the Shrine of the B6b
is not only enhancing the World Spiritual
and Adminisfative Centre of the BahS'i
Faith on God's Holy Mountain, but also

making a significant confibution towards
beautifying the city of Haifa, eliciting
warm accolades.

Some time age tlre Director of Foreigrr

Atrairs in ihe Municipality of Haifa sent a

letter in response to New Year greetings he

received from the Bah|'iWorld Cente. kr it
he shared information about a reception

an-anged by the authorities in l{aifa in
honour of dre Ambassador of dre Vatican,

His Excellency Archbishop Pieto Sarnbi.

"As part of the intoduction qpeech', he

wrotg "the Deputy DirectorCeneral for
Arabic Atrairs of the city said fhat the nick-

name of Haifa in Arabic literature is The

Bride of Carnel.I am convinced ttr,at tlre

Bah|'i World Cente is the shining jewel
of that Bride for all to admire and

enjoy."

Terraces above the Shrine of the
B6b

On Terraces 11 and 12, stone work
has been completod, which includes

installation of balustrades, coping, paving
and staim. kurer and outer landscaping has

also been done. Preparations are under

way to install an automated gate to the

Bah6'i properly from Crusader Road.

This gate will provide vehicular access to
the parking area in the Cenfe for the

Study of the Texts and the Archives
Extension building, as well as to Terraces

13,74,15 and 16. An area has been

prepared to the west of Terraces 17 and

l8 as a viewing poing which pr6Vides a

spectacular vista of the Shrine, the Arc
Buildings and the Upper Terraces. The

are1 approximately 6 metres by l0
metes, has been paved with local stone. It
will be bounded by duranta hedges.

New pilgrim facility on Hatzionut
Avenue

In its Ridv6n Message of 156 BE,
the Universal House of Justice

conveyed its decision to implement an

expanded pilgrimage programme with
groups of 150 pilgrims. It wrote:

"We feel conpelled to mention
at leost two other developments

at the lVorld Centre . . . Fim, the

decision to raise the number of
pilgrims in each grorry to 150

from 100-this to take effea
when the revamping, now in
progress, of the newly acquired
building, siluned ucross the way

from the resting plnce of the

Greilest Holy Leaf, has been

complded and use can be made

of ia provtsion of a pilgrim hall
and other facililies for the

adninistralion of an ryanded
pilgtmfrge progrotnme . . ."

The remodeling and restoration of this
property, in the close vicinity of the

Slrine of the B6b, has recently been

completed by the Mount Carmel Projects

Office. The property comprises two
beautiful skuctures, which had served as

medical laboratories until a few years

ago. The larger of the two, built during
the time of the British Mandate, had

served as a hgspital in Haifa. The second

structure, smaller in size, has a distinct
Middle Eastem flavour to its architecture

with its beautifully pattemed ceramic

floors and stone arches.

Work on remodeling these sffuctures,

to increase their capacities, commenced

in July of 1998. While the original
features of these buildings were restored

and their extemal beauf enhanced, the

structures were, nevertheless, totally
revised and their interiors fully remod-

eled to create large formal spaces. A hall,
with a seating capacrty of 350, was

created in the main level of one of the

buildings, with lounge, kitchen and

dining facilities to match the number. A
pedesfian bridge was built to connect the

two sfuctures into a composite complex..

All interior and exterior finishing
work has been completed. Furniture
has been ordered and is exPected to
arrive shortly. Landscaping around the

complex is under way.E
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS...
An historical connection with the
cit"v of Haifa unearthed during a

visit to India

In the lastweek of February 2000 Mr.
Fariburz Sahba visited New Delhi, lndi4

to review the construction progress ofthe
new Information Centre at the Bahri'i
House of Worship. Preparatory to his
visit, the ground was prepared for his
meeting with the Minister of State for
Urban Development to address a long
standing concem of the Bah6'is, namely,
the beautification ofthe approach road to
the lotus-shaped Bah6'i Temple. With
one thing leadrng to another, Mr. Sahba

met not on11' the Minister of Urban
Development. but also the Lt. Govemor
of Delhi, and the Union Minister for
Extemal Affairs.

What caught the attention of the Lt.
Govemor and the Minister of Urban
Development was N,ft. Sahba's

suggestion of developing the more than
250 acres ofgreen zone land surrounding
the Bah6'i House of Worship, with three
other important temples in the vicinity,
into a "Spiritual Garden"; a garden with
an appropriate ambiance where people
could come to meditate, be imbued with
spirirual serenity, or just visit to enjoy a

beautiful environment and make their
tryst with nature. This suggestion created

a lot of interest and enthusiasm, and, after
It4r. Sahba's deparhre, several newspaper

reports appeared about the proposed
garden and the involvement of the
architect of the Bah6'i Temple.

The meetings also provided Mr. Sahba
the opporhrnity to share information about
the Teraces of the Shrine of the B6b in
Haif4 which greatly impressed the
Ministers. They were presented with the
Temple book, Forever in Bloom, and the
booklet produced by the Municipality of
Haif4 Bahd'i Shrine and Gardens on
Mount Carmel, Haifa - Israel. Both the
Ministers expressed admiration for the
outstanding beauty of the Lotus Temple,
and interest to visit the Bah6'i Shrine and
Gardens sometime in the future.

An interesting fact emerged during
the meeting with the Union Minister of
Extemal Affairs, the Honourable Mr.
Jaswant Singh. While graciously accep-

ting the presentation material, the
Minister remarked that he was very
familiar with Haifa as his father belonged
to a regiment called t'The Jodhpur
Lancers", the battalion that had helped
liberate Haifa in 1916 under General
Allenby. He mentioned that to this day
September 23rd is commemorated by the
Jodhpur Lancers as 'Haifa Day', and that
ayery prominent landmark on one of the
most well known avenues in New Delhi,
Teen Murti, is actually called 'Tlaifa
Memorial" to commemorate that
liberation. The monument comprises the
figures of the soldiers who fought during
that event with the plaque describing
what took place. It was explained to the
Minister that the reason this amazing
coincidence meant so much to the
Bah6'is was that the Personage who was
freed as a result of this event was none
other than 'Abdu'l-Bah6, the Son of the
Prophet Bah6'u'll6h!1

Twinning of Erfurt with Haifa

What an Nnazing coincidence that
places as far apart as India and Germany
should discover links, or forge new ones,

with the city of Haifa in IsraeMn early
February, representatives of the Bah'i
community of Erfurt, as part of a selected

list of guests, witressed the signing of a
town partnership between the Mayors of
Erfurt and Haif4 declaring them sister
cities. N4r. Mitzna, the Mayor of Haifa
was very happy to greet the Bah6'is
during the formal introductions, ffid
talked in glowing terms about the Bah6'i
World Centre and the projects. The
Bah6'fs presented each Mayor with a

framed picture of the Bah6'i community
in front of the local Bah6'i Centre with a
beautiful caption. While accepting the
gift Mr. Mitzra inquired if they had seen

the brochure about the gardens on Mount
Carmel published by his offrce, and said
"l am unable to express how beautiful
everything has become." 2 E

l. Based on reports received from
India.

2. Based on a report from the
National Spiritual Assernbly of the
Bah6'is ofGennany.
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CtWith the freshness af spring in the air, in this joyous season h'e take the opportunity to greet all
the dear Bahd'ifriends - "A very happy Naw-Rrlz and Ri(vdn" ' and dedicate ourselves, like you'

to pursue our "God given duties" with "a recharged energy, and a reconsecrated spirit". The

beloved (Jniversal House of Justice has exhorted every Bahd'i to perform "deeds thut teill ensure

for you celestial blessings-guarantee for you' for the entire race, a future beyond any earthly

reckoning," Dare we hesitate or halt?

Mount Carmel Bahd'{ Proiects
OfJice of the Proiect Manager
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