BLACK INVENTORS WHO
HAVE IMPROVED YOUR LIFE




INTRODUCTION

“Where Would the World Be Without Black People,” a story available in several variations on the Internet, describes important inventions that make
our lives easier—many of which we today take for granted. All are products of Black inventors. When | tried to confirm each inventor mentioned, |
found two were probably wrong and several were misleading. Yes, these individuals had made major contributions through their inventions, however
they were not original inventions but improvements on existing ones. The importance of this story should not be underestimated in it's value to
educating children, especially since most portrayals of Black people in the media are just new versions about the same individuals over and over. This

is not to say they aren’t well-deserving, however this can lead to imagining they are somehow exceptional and rare to their race.

Far too many adults, including me, have been ignorant of this important part of our history. When | say “our history,” it's not to say I'm Black. |
am a White senior citizen who believes that all history is “our” history, no matter our nationality, gender identity, race, ethnicity, culture or any other
area we choose to distinguish ourselves from others. Therefore, | made this slide presentation which is aimed at educating and inspiring the adults

like me who | trust will find this interesting enough to share with others.

In searching the Internet it was disconcerting to say the least (I found myself experiencing a lot of “righteous indignation”) that some photos of

these inventors were duplicated. They had been placed with the biographies of two or more (sometimes quite a few more) people. | made every
effort to try and determine to whom the photo did in fact belong. | apologize in advance for any errors; it was a difficult process. Where no photo
could be identified, a silhouette has been used. Two photos were found for Alice Parker. One looks like a white woman. But the Black woman’s photo
was also used for Marie Van Brittan Brown and from the sites where it was linked to Brown, it seemed authentic. Due to the nature of the way people
use the Internet, it could be that someone took a picture of a white woman named Alice Parker and put it with an article and then others just copied it
for their own articles. But due to the number of times it is used and the sites where it was found, it may just be that Alice Parker had both White and
Black ancestors and the White dominated at her birth. Society would still have said she was Black unless she had decided to “pass” for White. | chose

to include this photo rather than substitute a silhouette.



BENJAMIN BANNEKER

Invented America’s First Clock, circa 1750
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THOMAS L. JENNINGS

Dry Scouring, 1821




Jan E.Matzeliger

JAN E. MATZELIGER

Shoelasting Machine, 1883
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WILLIAM H. RICHARDSON

Reversible Baby Carriage, 1889
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SARAH BOONE

Ironing Board, 1892
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IRONING BOARD

Patent No. 473, 653

Irondng Bosrd Patented by Sasah Boone




GEORGE T.

Clothes Dryer, 1892




THOMAS W. STEWART 3 R

Clamping Mop, 1893




CLAMPING MoOP
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THOMAS J MARTIN

Fire Extinguisher, 1872




FIRE EXTINGUISHER

THOMAS ). MARTIN
Fire Extinguishor

No. 125,063 Patanted Marsh 26, i872.
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ELIJAH McCoy

Steam-Engine Lubricator Improvements, 1872




IMPROVEMENTS IN LUBRICATORS

FOR STEAM-ENGINES




LEWIS HOWARD LATIMER

Carbon Filament for Light Bulb, 1876




LLoyp P. RAy “
Dustpan, 1897 A

Patent No. 587,607



LYDA D. NEWMAN

Hair Brush, 1898
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OSBOURN DORSEY i 3

Doorknob and Doorstop, 1878 ¥"‘




DOORKNOB

Escutcheon plates
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ALEXANDER MILES

Automatic Electric Elevator Doors, 1887




ELECTRIC ELEVATOR DOORS

Alexander Miles

Invention: Automatic Elevator Doors




WILLIAM PURVIS

Fountain Pen, 1890




PHILIP B. DOWNING

Street Letter Box, 1891




STREET LETTER BOX

This Day In Plack History

Oct. 27, 1891 an African American inventor named
'Philip B. Downing' patented the 'street letter box', which

is known today as the 'mailbox'.




JOHN STANARD

Refrigerator, 1891 and Oil Stove, 1889




REFRIGERATOR [/ OIL STOVE

STANARD

JIL STOVE
No. 413,680

Patented Oot. 20, 1869
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ANNA MANGIN

Pastry Fork, 1892




ELBERT R. ROBINSON

Electric Highway Trolley Improvements, 1893 f




CHARLES B. BROOKS

Street Sweeper, 1895




JOHN LEE LOVE

Pencil Sharpener, 1897




PENCIL SHARPENER [ PLASTERER’S HAWK
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WILLIAM BARRY

Postmarking and Canceling Machine, 1897




MAIL CANCELING MACHINE
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LAWNMOWER

Adjustment
knob




ALICE PARKER

Heating Furnace, 1919
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WALTER SAMMONS ,
Hot Hair Comb, 1920




HoT HAIR COMB




GARRET A. MORGAN

Traffic Light, 1923




TRAFFIC SIGNAL /| BREATHING DEVICE
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RICHARD BOWIE SPIKES

Automatic Gearshift, 1932




AUTOMATIC GEAR SHIFT

Dec. 6, 1932 M R SPNES 1589314




MARY KENNER

MILDRED SMITH

Five patents, firstin 1957




TOILET PAPER HOLDER / SANITARY BELT
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OT11S BOYKIN

Electrical Resistor, 1961




ELECTRICAL RESISTOR

Feb. 21, 1961 O. F. BOYKIN 2,972,726
ELECTRICAL RESISTOR
Filed Feb. 27, 1956 3 Sheets-Sheet 1
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According to U.S. Patent No. 2,972,726, this resistor had the ability to “withstand extreme accelerations
and shocks and great temperature changes without danger of breakage of the fine resistance wire or other
detrimental effects.”



JAMES WEST

Electret Microphone, 1964




MARIE VAN BRITTAN BROWN g“

Home Security Sytem, 1969




HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

i, 66 w— 55 36 20
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Detail of Marie Van Brittan Brown’s original design for a home security system. (U.S. Patent and Trademark Office)



JOSEPH A, GAMMEL

Supercharge System for
Internal Combustion Engines, 1974

the first of
0 engines, most
ave been granted U. S.

is one receiving U.S. Patent No.

3,935,848 on May 10, 1974.

Internal Combustion Engine



SUPERCHARGE SYSTEM
FOR INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINES




GEORGE CARRUTHERS

Apollo 16 Far Ultraviolet \
Camera/Spectrograph, 1972




VALERIE THOMAS

lllusion Transmitter, 1980




MARK DEAN, PHD

Microcomputer System with Bus Control Means
for Peripheral Processing Devices, 1985

the Year
> the National




MICROCOMPUTER SYSTEM WITH BUS CONTROL MEANS
FOR PERIPHERAL PROCESSING DEVICES




DR, BETTY W. HARRIS

Spot test for 1,3,5-triamino-2, 4,6-trinitrobenzene,
TATB, 1986




MEREDITH GOURDINE

Method for Airport Fog Precipitation, 1987




DR. PATRICIA E. BATH

Laser Phaco Probe, 1988




L.ONNIE JOHNSON

Supersoaker Water Gun, 1995




GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER

Agricultural Scientist, Inventor




GRANVILLE T. WoODS

“The Black Edison”




INDUCTION TELEGRAPH SYSTEM
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CHARLES RICHARD DREwW, M.D.

Father of Blood Banks




FREDERICK MCKINLEY JONES \ "o

60 patents




DR. SHIRLEY ANN JACKSON P&

Numerous Inventions




Percy LavonJulian

PERCY LAVON JULIAN B

Chemical Synthesis of V‘"W
Medicinal Drugs from Plants i
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CLOSING THOUGHTS

The information on each individual is necessarily brief, for the
purposes of this slide program and is meant as an introduction
which, hopefully, will spur the reader on to further inquiry in
order to learn the full, fascinating, and truly moving stories of
each of these inspiring Black inventors whose life’s work has
served to enhance your own life. This is not a complete list; there
will be many more people I've missed. Perhaps you will go on to

create a newer, more comprehensive one!



