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THE BAHAI MOVEMENT 

"PRAISE be to Gorl that the divine cause in this Bahai 
dispensation is one of absolutP love and of pure spirituality. 
It is not a worldly kinydom, for it is not war and dis· 
tress, nor the oppression of one people by another. Its army 
is the love of God, its victory is the ecstae,y of the knowledge 
of God; its battle is that of Truth, the exposition of the 
Word; its warfare is against selfishness; its patience is its 
reserve ; its entire meekness is its conquering power, and its 
love for all is a glory for evennore. In a word it is spirit 
and it is love." 

"It is for us to c-0nsirler how we may educate men that the 
darkness of ignorance and heedlessness may disappear and 
that the radirmce of the kingdom may encompass the world; 
that the nations of rnen may be delivered f ram selfish am­
bition and strife, and be 1·evivifi0 d by the fragrance of God ; 
that animosity and hafred may be dispersed and wholly dis­
appear, white the attracting power of the love of God so 
completely unites the hearts of men, that all hearts beat as a 
single heart; that the arteries of all mankind may pulsate 
with the love of God ; that contention and war may utterly 
pass away, while peace and recO'rtciliation lift their standard 
in the midst of the earth and men become enamoured of one 
another; that the joys oj spirituality 'may prevail over 
material pleasures; that East and West may delight in one 
another as lovers, and North and South embmce each other in 
closest affection ; that the 1,isible world may be the mirror of 
the world of the kingdom ; that the image of the supreme 
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concourse may be reflected in all. [tatherings of men; that the 
earth may be changed into the paradise of the Glorwus One, 
and the Divine Jerusalem embrace the terrestrial !Jlobe." 

HESE are the words of a great teacher, a Persian by 
birth, an exile from his country, and a prisoner of 
the Turkish Government in the little fortress town 

of Acre or Akka, at the foot of ]\fount Carmel, on the coast 
of Syria ; a man who for over forty years has been perse­
cuted and rejecte,l, a,nd endured the sufferings and privations 
of a prisoner's life, and yet tliese triumphant words, sounding 
a note of peace and joy, have recently fallen from his lips. 
Have they no significance for the ·western world~ Let us 
see if the life and teaching of this man now living but a few 
miles distant from Nazareth itself, and which are having 
such a stimulating effect throughout the Oriental world, may 
not be suggestive to the nations of the West. This teacher, 
in fact, is making his appeal for religious unity not only to 
the people of the East, bt1t also to the people of the West, 
and is there not as much need in the West as in the East, 
for religious unity 1 It is said to-day that in the \Vest, 
there is more animosity and bitterness of feeling existing 
between the various churches than ever before. How are 
such divisions to be healed 1 

Let us turn to India for a moment, and see what this 
Bahai Movement has accomplished in a very short time. 
"'\Vhen I visited the city of Rangoon a year ago, I attended 
a Bahai meeting, at which representatives of six of the great 
world religions were assembled together, united by a wonder­
ful bond of friendship and unity. This gathering was com­
posed chiefly of men of mature age, doctors, lawyers, govern­
ment employcs and others, who had been brought up as 
strict Mohammedans, Buddhists, Hindus, Jews, Zoroastrians 
and Christiane, yet here they were conferring together. 

If this .Bahai spirit of love and tolerance as taught by the 
"Master of Akka,'' ean penetrate to India and draw together 
men of hostile faiths, may it not also shed its bemgn in­
fluence over the neovle of the ·west 1 But it is not necessary 

4 



A Universal Religion 

to go t-0 India to see what the Bahai Movement has accom­
plished. In fact in the city of Paris it has already been 
uniting Catholics, Protestants, Freethinkers and Jews, and in 
other cities in Europe as well as in the United State9 and 
Canada, the movement has been making its influence felt 
and has attracted many to it. 

The Bahai Movement claims to be the divine instrument 
for bringing religious unity into the world; and for this 
reason, if for no other, it deserves attention. Its claim is 
too vital an<l important. to be set aside ; the long roll of its 
martyrs; the wonderful lives of its foun<lers; its regener­
ating influence in Persia ; the fact that people of nc,trly 
every race, creed and sect have been attracted to it, and finally, 
its progr.,ss in the western world, all these things compel, if 
not admiration, at least interest. The birth of a great 
religious movement is not a thing to be ignored. Who could 
have imagined in the early days of Christianity, when it was 
teaching with great force and beauty the vital doctrine of 
love and unity,-now so much lost sight of,-that a few 
centuries later it would so powerfully affect the world. In 
our study of the Bahai l\fovement we shall find many strik­
ing points of similarity between it and the early movl"ment 
of the Chri~tian faith . 

. :\.11 great religious movements have been founLlecl by some 
great personality, who bas a divine message to d.eliver, and 
who succeeds in so changing and renewing the lives of men 
that they bPcome saints and martyrs, an<l their blood becomes 
in truth "the seed of the church." 

Let me· set forth as briefly as possible some of the 
characterist,ics of this new religious movement known as the 
Bahai Revelation, and what it has aecomplishecl, and is still 
accomplishing in the world to-day, together with some 
account of its present lea<ler Abdul Baha (Abbas Effendi), 
the man and his message. 

In order to understand Abbas Effendi's position in regard 
to this movement, I must direct you to the great founder of 
this religion, Baha Ullah, and his forerunner, the Bab. At 
the mention of the name of the Bab, there may be some who 
will imagine that Babism and the Bahai Faith are one and 
the same. But the latter is an out-growt.h of the former, 
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and differ8 from it essentially on many points, as one may 
easily discover, either by studying the early history of Bab­
ism and comparing it with the present movement known as 
the Bahai Revelation, or by reading the early writings of 
the Bab and comparing them with those of Baha-Ullah, 
from whom the present movement takes its name. 

"While comparing the two, we can notice the striking 
analogy that we have in New Testament history. ·we find 
the religious movement inaugurated by John the Baptist, 
differing materially from that begun by Jesus. Although 
John the Baptist evidently taught doctrines and a certain 
mode of living to his disciples, yet his only claim was that 
of a voice crying in the wilderness, preparing the way for 
one who was to he preferred before him. So it was with 
the young Persian Bab, who gave to his followers certain 
forms and d0ctrines, and some rules drawn up in a book 
known as the "Bayan," but at the same time he continually 
proclaimed that he was but the Herald of one greater, who 
shoukl come after him, and he told his dif'ciples to be in 
constant expectation of "Him, whom God shall manifest." 

The Bab had indeed inaugurated a great reform, but his 
movement remained more or less Persian and Mohammedan; 
and one feels that it could never have become universal. It 
remained for Baha Ullah, who came after the Bab, to give 
this movement its truly broad, catholic and universal spirit 
which it possesses to-day. 

As a further elucidation, I will give a brief sketch of the 
movement from its beginning. 

In the year 1844 of our era, which corre~ponds to the year 
1260 in the l\Iohammedan calendar, there appeared in Persia 
a j·outh, :i\Iirza Ali Mohamed by uame, who called himself 
the Bab, that is the door or gate through which men could 
arrive at the knowledge of Truth or God. 

The Bab began his mission as a Door hy opening the 
people's minds to the real truths of their own religion, and 
he, like all great prophets, did not come to destroy but to 
fulfil, he did not tell his Mohammedan hearers that t!H'Y had 
been deluded all these years by a false prophet, but he did, 
however, rate them soundly-as Jesus did the Pharisees­
for their hypocrisy and their distortion of true religion. He 
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also ex11lained to them the t-n1e meaning of their p1'0phecies 
and tnMlitions that a Mahdi 8houl<l come. To quote his own 
wor<ls, "in the past whenever the1-e was need, God raised 
up a proJ_Jhet on the eart.h beal'ing a hook co11taiui11g a divine 
revelation, :unl" h!! will Jo tl1e AAme in t.he future whenever 
there is need." 

The wor,ls of the Bah were naturally met, with jeeTS antl 
de1ieion by the Mohamm,11la11 pllllrisees, uud be hall t-0 e11dure 
in.snit arid pers,•cution e11!111i11atin~ in his impril',Onrncnt an<l 
death. lle WAH ;:;hot by order of the l'et·~ion gov1Jr11n11mt, in 
n. pnLlic i,qm,1·11 in Tal,rir.. 

The Jifo of the youug 1·pfo1·me1• wa;; not s1l('riliceo.l in vain ; 
during his life-time great nu111l~1•g of eo.m.-~t 111c:n a.ml 
women J1ad 1tllied themselv1.~ to hi!~ c.rn~e ancl }11111 hr.en 
diligent in spreading Iii~ tead,inga throughout Persia, so that 
soo11 t.he mo\'cmcnt had grown to 11nch an extcnt t,hat the 
Persian govenuucnt .and the :\lullas became alnrmflcl, think­
in~ it a serious rneuace to the ~npremacy of Iala.m, 1mtl 
belil~\·ing t.hat the nwverne11t lllUti~ have ,:;ome political as 
well 8.'! religi,m,1 m,,aning. Ordt•1-s were gi\'(m tu plunder and 
persecute tl,c followo1·s of t.hc Unb, aud during these dnl'k 
years many thou.sa11d1:1 g1we up t.heir lives and emlure..1 the 
worst (of t.ortm•r;J for thei1· Faith. Here we find a record of 
horoic devot.ion, 1,ravel'y lllHl 11elf-Facri6ce which, Iii! Prof<-ssor 
E.G. Browne, of Cumhrid:,,re, i;ays, may perha.JIS bo paralleled 
in hiBtury hut cannot be surpa~sed. T. H. Huxley, Ernest 
Renan, and the ComtA: 1lc Oobineau have alw written in 
term~ of the grea!A:'st admiration of tl1ese Persian martyrs, 
w horn t.hey can only compare to the cul'iy rua.rtyrs of the 
Christfon .Fnith. Ono is tempted Lo dwell on the><e st.irring 
events of the early clays of tho movement, but avace does 
not permit more than a pas,,iug RJlu;.ion to t.l1Mn. Xo 
aocouut, however, iihoultl be giveu wi~hout at Jca .. t mention­
ing the name of Kurratul-Ayn, that remarkul,11!-heroino who 
baa boon called the Joau of ~he of hor count.ry an,l agll. She 
was the daughter of one of the leatling Ullmuns of Islam, :l 
woman of culture and po11ition, known l1I! ll p,1otellll, philoso­
pher, linguist and theologian; she early became a oonvert to 
the new mo,•eml'nt, and, lea\'ing her home, t.rnvelled about 
Persia, speakingly pul>licly, and, it is said, convert,ing many .. 
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to the new Faith. :Finally she was seized by the scandalized 
Mohammedans ancl cruelly martyred. This saintly woman 
by her great courage has led the way for her sist.ers in the 
Orient; and a new era for women has commenced, for both 
the Bab and Baha Ullah preached the emancipation of 
women. Under this teaching woman assumes her rightful 
position as the equal of man. 

The Bab had left behind him a heautiful hop~ as a legacy 
to his followers, namely, that "He whom God shall ma11ifest," 
should arrive and complete what he had 0nly imperfectly 
begun. 

For several years after the death of the Bab in 1850, the 
movement seemed in a very precarious condition ; it had a 
bad reputation with the Persian government; it was looked 
down upon with contempt by nearly all the Persians of 
wealth and position; its followers could only meet together 
secretly, and no one dared to breathe the hatNl name of 
"B:ibi,"; indeed it seemed for a time as though the 1\1:ullas 
had succeeded in crushing out the young Faith entirely. 
There was the greatest need for the coming of the Promised 
One to save the movement from extinction, to restore the 
zeal and courage of the persecuted Bahis. They were not to 
be disappointed in their hope, for, during the early sixties, 
there arose one whose grand personality, wonderful powers 
of utterance, and inspired writings, proclaimed him to be the 
Manifestation for which the Babis were waiting, and in,leed 
when Baba Ullah publicly proclaime(l that he was the 
Promised One, whose advent the llab had foretold, the great 
majority of the Babis hailed him with joy as their Lord and 
Redeemer. There were, it is true, a few dissenting voices, 
even in the Baba Ullah's own family, who were content with 
the doctrines of the Bab, and who did not wish to go beyond 
these. These grouped. themselves around Subh-i-Ezel, but 
he never had many followers, and few of them now survive, 
so that their refusal to accept the teachings of Baba Ullah 
can hardly be called by the 11ame of schism. The movement 
has outlived this liLtle trouble, and another and more recent 
orie, but its unity has been unimpaired, and it has emerged 
triumphant from these trials, showing to the world. that it 
can preserve within itself the unity which it teaches. 
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Baha Ullah (the Glory of GOll) was born in 1817, and. 
came of a wealthy and noble family. As a young man 
he became a follower of the ·B:ib, although he had never 
seen him. His prominence as a teacher of the New Faith 
letl to his imprisonment in Teheran. For some time he 
was kept iu chains, together with several others, until 
finally his wealth was confiscated and he was exiled to 
the cit,v of Jhghdad h the Sultan of Turkey's dominions. 
\Vhile there he cont.iiiued to teach the people, and his 
influence over them lJecame very great. During two years 
he withdrew himself to the mountains near R1ghdaJ., and 
lived ap:1rt from men; passing his time in prayer and medi­
tation. ()n his return he publicly proclaimed his mission, 
which was that of establi,;hing peace and religious unity 
in the world. He called to men, of every creed and 
race to come under the standard of Unity, which he had 
upraised, aml as~ist hini in establishing the Kingdom of 
God antl the Brnt,herhoot1 of man upon the earth. The 
M:ohamrneda.n .Mullahs of Ikighdad soon became alarmed 
at having a man of such influence and power in their 
midst, and petitioned the Ottoman government to have 
him removed. Baba Ullah was accorJ.ingly summoned to 
appear in Constantinople, and, together with his family 
and a lit.tic gronp of followers, he set out for t,hat city. His 
stay in Const:wtinoplc wa;, short, for the Turkicih government 
decided to haui~h him to the city of AJ.rianople. From 
Adrianople B.,lrn Ullah wrote those famous lettern (sent later 
from Aklrn) tv the Kings of Europe and the Pope, calling 
upon them to ahaudon their injustice, their thoughts of 
warfare, and to assist in estal,lishing Unity. The letters 
also contained prophetical utternnces which were soon after 
fulfilled. After a few years spent in Adrianople, he was 
again banished to a still more iuaccessible ~pot, the little 
fortress town of Acre or Akim on the coast of Syria. Here 
Baha Ullah and his little band of followers passed some of 
the rno~t terrible yeard of their exifo, for Acre can only be 
described as pestilential, and it seems probable that Baha 
Ullah was sent there in the hopes that a fever would 800ll 

rid the world of him. For some time he and his followers 
were confined to two rooms in the barracks, but gradually 
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more leniency was shown them, the heart of the governor 
becoming softened at witnessing the heroic sufferings of the 
little baud. Baha Ullah spent most of his time in Acre in 
teachin~ those few followers who could hold communication 
with him*; in writing his instructions and admonitions to 
the world ; in sending tablets to followers in different parts, 
and in writing a book known as 

THE BOOK OF LAWS. 

In this book Baba Ullah tells his followers that the sword 
must for ever be put away; in its place the 'Word must 
arise. He proclaims Universal Peace and calls upon the 
nations to settle their differences by a board of arbitration; 
he pleacls for a broad spirit of friendr;hip and tolerance to be 
shown to all the peoples of the earth; "ye are all the fruits 
of one tn,e," as he beautifully expresses it; he enjoins his 
followers to seek for a universal language; he says, "this is 
the means of union, if ye knew it, and the greatest source of 
concord and civilization, did ye recognise it. Teach this 
common language to the children in all schools, that the 
whole world may become one land and one home"; he tells 
parents that they must educate their children, boy and girl 
alike, giving them the best education they can afford, and 
that the poor must be educated by a board of Councillors 
to be elected in each city, for he considers that until 
ignorance is uprooted there can be no true progress ; and he 
wishes so to impress on his followers the value of education, 
that he says, "he who educates his own son or the son of 
another, it is as though he educated the Son of God." All 
must learn and practice some craft, trade or profession, 
which if practised conscientiously and diligently, will be con­
sidered as the highest act of prayer and worship toward 
God. There are no priests connected with this religion and 

* There has just been added to the little Penny Series "Hid­
den Words, from the Arabic,'' written by Baba Ullah. 
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those who teach thi.i Faith shuul,J not receive any pny but i:up­
port thems(!)vos by other means. Tho acquisition of sciencu 
and art j,. commended. ).fa.1·riaf(o is advise.I, a.nd celibacy 
and aRcetici.,,.n1 eon<IP-mnoo. Rlhn Ulfol\ wi.flhes his religion to 
be one of joy and gla,lne88. He tel111 hia followfor.s to as.~o­
ciate with all the peoi,le of the world, a.n<l. tu slww forth to 
others what.ever fl°'-'<l thiugs ther possess, in a worrl to be 
in tJ1e worl<l, hnt not of it. He strnni;:ly condemns gamhling, 
the UNe uf opium, i11t-c1npcmnr~~ nn,I 11thrr ,·icj'fl., and ho lays 
down some i11t.ere,.ting hy~h•nic law>1. A law i11 1,,rin11, n1h•o­
<:ating kimlnes-. lo animali, au<l bt-ast,i (If l11mlen 1,rc not. to 
be ill•lre:Lte,l or overloni.le,I. ]{aha Ullah submits this 
"P,ook of Law;,," as ll stnrnlnnl l'Ule of con,lud~ f,n,l r1 gtl'at 
meanH of unitin,I.( the ,·nriom1 pcopl,•s so i;!lpnrntcd l>_v llilferent 
cusl,omt<, p~judie .. ~, 1u,<1 hahits.. \Ve CJ\nnot. hut a-lruire the 
remarkably 111,H.l•m1 nn,I t•>ln,mt ai!pirit tl1a.t nninu.tcs these 
ln.ws. .All the things that \Ye,;t,..rn rcform~n, lll'e &tl'i\•ing 
for tu-duy, tiuJ a place in his u11i\·er:!-1l rcligi,m, au,I yet 
Oiose ]nw~ wc·rc written liy B,il,a lJllnh ovel' forty yc,11'8 ago, 
while co11fi11c,l in on 1':.,;swrn pri~on. 

Iu th!!-following lirws Bah11 Ull,llt tdl:1 his followers lrow 
reli~ion Kliuulcl l,e· tirnght to t.l1e wol'l,l. "0 Cliililrcn of Bnha 
associnte with all the people uf tlrn world, with mi>n of all 
religions, in cr,ucord nnd harmony, in tlie ~pirit or pPrf1wt 
joy m1,l frngnm(!.('. Hcmi11d them al"'-' of that \\'hich i1:1 for 
the b1rnefit nf 1111, hut lwwaro !"st ye mako the \\' ortl of GOll 
the cnuso o{ opposit.ion and stnmhlin~, or the source of 
hatred among you. If ye hu\'e a wo1~l 01· 1111 <!SStmcc which 
.anotht:r has nut., MY it to him with tho tone,"lle of lm·e and 
:ki111]11e~;,.. If it he fte(:epte,i an,I impre.."8ed Lhe eml is a,t,. 
tain,\d, if not foavc liim Lo l,imsdf anti prny for him, but Jo 
not, mo1e4 him. The tongue of kintlnc.,i i-" ntLrnctive to the 
heart aucl it is the 11w011l of tl1~ spirit; it fnrni,-hes the true 
relat.ion of th,mght to HU<!l'allce; it i>< a11 tl11.: horizon for tho 
arising of the sun of \Vi~lum a111l Kuowh'C.lge .... Cr.-atm-es 
were cren.te,l through love, let them live in frieu,lshit• and 
,mity.'' 

N tl\V t.he qnastion nri~c11, do his folio we~, the Bnliai~, ean·y 
out the~e bw;;, llrll U111y 1111i111ate,l by the same s1•i1-it of 
tolerance auJ gw<lwill that brealht:'3 ih1·ough tl,eso in-
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structions 1 I can but give my personal testimony of the 
lives and practices of the Bahais, as I have seen them in 
various parts of the Orient, together with the tcstimo11y of 
other men, an Englishman, an America11, an,l a Frenduuan. 

Professor Br11wne, the author of the invaluable "History 
of Persian Literature," says, "The spirit which pervades the 
Bahais is such that it can hardly fail to affect most power­
fully all suhjected to its influence. Let those who have not 
seen disbelieve me if they will, but should that spirit once 
reveat itself to them they will experience an emotion they 
are not likely to forget." 

Myron H. Phelps of New York writes, "If we analyse 
this spirit which pervades the Bahais, if we seek to pene­
trate that which marks them off from other men, the conclu­
sion to which we are brought is that its essence is expressed 
in the one word Love. The;,e men are lovers, lovers of God, 
of their Master and Teacher, of each other, and of all man­
kind." 

M. Hippolyte Dreyfus of Parif<, who has recently returned 
from Persia, writes in a French review, that "he found 
among the inhabitants of Teheran and other cities all those 
imbued with liberal and progres8i ve views were Bahais." 

Finally let me speak of those Bahais who are suhjects of 
the British Empire, the Indian and Burmese Bahais, whom 
I came to know well during a recent stay iu I 11di:t. Every 
serious-miuded person who visits lndiR and is a well-wisher 
of that glorious country, must ref;ret the unhappy differences 
that separate Indian from In,lian, dne chiefly to religious 
animosity. H1Jw 0110 longs for a solution of this vexed 
problem. If only some broad faith could be found to in­
clude all the. wrangling and hostile sects and creeus ! Now 
I believe most earnl'stly that the solution of this ,lifficulty 
lies in the Bahai Movement. I have already pointed out 
by an example taken from Rangoon, that it has brought 
about this verv Unity which all are <lesiring. How has it 
been able to do this 1 

The first command that is given to a Bahai by his Leade1· 
is this : "Do not antagonise or denounce any religion," he 
also says that " God is to every human being as great as the 
individual mental capacity permits oue to see him." The 
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Duhai propagandist in India has not the difficulty that besets 
a Christian missionary, that of pulling down; his duty is 
only to build on to what is already there, for the Bahai 
toflches that the essence and truths of all religions are one;· 
he sees the Hindu, Buddhist and Mohammedan with the 
same eye, and he reverences the prophets of each ; instead 
of showing where they were wrong, he shows where they 
were right; he acknowledges the common truth in EuJ.dhism, 
Mohammedanism, Chrii;tianity, and other great religions ; 
he shows their adherents that a further revelation has come 
through the teaching of Balia Ullah; that its particular 
mission is to uncover the truth of all religion by rem0ving 
prejudice and ignorance from the minds of the people, and 
by uniting them in thought, faith and love. The Bahai 
does not disdain the prophecies which han, come down to· 
us from all religious, hut points out that thry have all 
referred to the corning of a great teacher who should estab­
lish peace and harmony on the earth. 

Let me say here a word ahout prophecy. There are mauy, 
I know, who take no interest in the subject whatever, but 
we must remember that prophecies exist in -every religion, 
and they have to be reckoned with. If we are considering 
a universal movement to consist only of a few cultured 
min(fo, then we may perhaps dismiss p1·ophecy altogether, 
but wc are not; we are thinking of millions of Christians, 
Buddhists, l\fohammedans and others, who all believe in 
prophecy. Unless a movement can fulfil the prophecies 
and expectations of these various peoples, it cannot succeed 
in being universal, it will ouly become another sect. The 
fact that the Bahai Faith does fulfil the prophecies of the 
different religions, is one of the greatest arguments in favour 
of its universality. Another factor in the spreading of the 
Bahai Religion in the East, is the marvellous spirit already 
referred to, which animates thn Bahais, aml is shown in 
their self-sacrificing li ve8. 

One of the reasons why Christianity ha:,; failed to become 
the predominant religion in the East, is heeause of the 
prejudice against it, due to the misrepresentation of its true 
spirit. In a recent article by Profe:;:sor Browne, he 8ays, 
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"l have often heard wonder expressed by Chri~tian ministers 
,at the extraordinary success of Dahai mis~ionaries, as con­
~rasted with the almost complete failure of their own. 
'How is it,' they say, 'that the Christian Doctrine, the 
highest and nohlestwhich the world has ever known, though 
supported by all the resources of "\V estem civilisation, can 
only count its converts in Mohammedan lands by twos and 
.three8, while Dahaism can reekon them by thousands 1' 
The answer to my mind is as plain as the sun at mid-day. 
vVestem Christianity, save in the rarest cases, 1s more 
"\V estem than Christian, more racial than religious ; and, 
by dallying with doctrines plainly incompatible with the 
-0bvions meaning of its Founder's word8, such as the 
theories of 'raeial supremacy,' 'imperial destiny,' 'sur­
vival of the fittest,' and the like, grows steadily more, rather 
than less, material. Di,! Christ belong to a 'dominant 
!'ace,' or even to a European or 'white' race 1 . 
The dark-skinned races to whom the Christian missionaries 
go are not fools, and have no object in practisi11g that 
curious self-deception wherewith so many excellent and 
well-meaning European and Ameriean Christians blind them­
selves to the obvious fact that they attach much more 
importance to race than to religion; they clearly see the 
inconsistency of those who, while professing to believe that 
the Gud the.Y worship incarnateJ Himself in the form of an 
Asiatic man-for this is what it comes to-do nevertheless 
habitually and almost instinctivel.Y express, both in speech 
and action, contempt for the 'natives' of Asia." 

I do not wish to enter into a controversy regarding the 
merits or demerits of the missionaries in the Orient, pre­
ferring simply to offer my tribute to some of those earnest 
and self-sacrificing ones whom I know, but I wonder how 
many nf them really believe that there is a probability or a 
possibility of the many hundred millions of .Mohammedans 
. .and others becoming Christians. Those who have lived in 
the East know that it is as rare for a Mohammedan to 
become a Christian, as it is for a Christian in the West to 
become a Mohammedan. vVe must remember too, that 
the Mohammedans and others believe just as firmly as the 
.Christians, that their religion will become predominant, but 
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hi1<tory itself gives the refutation to this belief. Take for 
i11Hl,ance the two great religions of Christianity and Mo­
lta1umcda11i,m1. Can we say that, after aII the zeal, the 
1•111·11cstness, the effort with which their adherents have tried 
Lo convert each other, they are any nearer being united than 
they were thirteen centuries ago 1 And among the millions­
of lluddl1ists in the world do we notice any perceptible 
difference of numbers caused by their defection into other 
rrligions, And Buddhists also are making converts, so it is 
w,thing but a continual exchange without approaching any 
1warer to unity. 

The preseut situation might be likened to a pyramid, one· 
sitle being given to the Christians, another to the Buddhists, 
another to the Mohammedans, and another to the Hindus .. 
lfach one is trying to draw his neighbour ovn to his side of 
the pyramid. If instead of looking around, the) would look 
up to the apex, they would behold the Light which they 
all are seeking. 

The great barrier separating Christians, Mohammedans, 
Buddhists, and others, is at length l;eing hroken down 
through the influence of this Bahai l',fovernPnt, and a friendly, 
e,·en a fraternal relationship is being established among them. 
There are not merely a few dozens so affected, but many 
thousands. May we not say then that perhaps the true 
Rpirit of Christianity is in this movement 1 ·we have but 
the words of the Christ, "Ye cannot gather figs from 
thistles," and "by their fruits ye shall know them." 

I have written a i:;hort account of the Bahais in Indiay 
i11 a bollk entitled, "·with the Bahais in India," and from 
Lhis I shall quote an incident which happened while I 
was in Bombay. I have mentioned that .Baba Ullah, in 
hiH "Book of Laws," advised that a council should be 
(llccted in each Bahai community to look after the affairs of 
that community. ln Bombay they have such a council 
composed of nineteen persons, chiefly Mohammedans and 
Zoroast,ians. These two peoples were anything but friendly 
in the past, but now they are working together harmoniously 
l'or the common good. One night, while I was attending a 
meeting of this couneil, a poor Zoroastrian Babai shopkeeper 
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came and told the members that affairs had been going very 
badly with him, and that he was on the point of failure. 
The council deliberated, and decided that different members 
should give a part of their time each day to helping him in 
his shop, lay in a new stock of goods and give pecuniary 
help if necessary. This was done, and soon the man was on 
his feet again. This is an example to show that the Bahais 
practice the fraternity which they preach. 

A Mohammedan Bahai also arrived that evening in a 
state of much perplexity. He had just received from a 
Mohammedan friend a hundred lottery tickets to dispose 
of, the lottery being for some Mohammedan charity. "I 
don't know what to do with them," the man said. "In the 
Book of Laws, Baha Ullah has strongly forbidden gambling, 
'but I am not sure whether a lottery would come under the 
head of gambling or not. If I accept and distribute these 
lottery tickets I may be breaking one of the laws, on the 
other hand, if I refuse them, I shall probably make this 
friend of mine, who is an influential Mohammedan, my 
bitter enemy." The nineteen members of the House of 
Justice, as the assembly is called, deliberated together as to 
what should be <lone. Finally, a Zoroastrian member saw 
a way out of the difficulty, and he proposed that each 011e of 
the Bahais should take a ticket, and then return them with 
the hundred rupees, writing that they did not care to take a 
a chance in a lottery, but they were very glad to help a 
Mohammedan charity. I wonder if all who read these lines 
will appreciate the beauty and the greatness of this act. It 
shows two great results of Bahai teaching-gambling, one of 
the most prevalent vices of the East, being looked upon 
with aversion; and the .feeling of animosity and hatred 
of Zoroastrian for 11:ohamme<lan, which has imdured for 
centuries, becoming so modified, that they are glad to help 
a Mohammedan charity. Truly this is no snull fruit from 
the Bahai tree. I wish it were possible to speak here of 
many other cases of noble and disinterested examples of 
service for the common good, which came under my notice 
in India. 

This spirit of love and service to fellow men was exem­
plified in an Indian Bahai actually giving his life, on one 
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rn•1:1iHio11, to save mine, and "greater love bath no man than 
1,hiM." 

"Think," a Persian Rahai once said to me, "when I was 
1111 orLhudox °Nfohamrnedan, I used to wash my hands after 
Hh11ki11g hands with a ChriHtian, thinking myself polluted, 
1111w I want to shake }muds with all the world." 

llaha Ullah had be.en exiled from bis country in 1852, and 
11.J'L,•1· forty years of exile, wandering, and imprisonment, his 
"111'1,lily ministry ,·ame to an end. 

He left word to his disciples that after his departure, they 
t1ho111<l look to hiH eldest son, Abbas Effendi, as their leader 
11111! t;eacher, the one on who;;e shoulders his mantle was, to 
foll, the expont•llt and promulgator of his tr\aehing~ to the 
wurltl. Since 189:.!, Abbas Etfendi, who, thereafter, assumed 
t.lw title Alidul lfaha, the servant of God, has been the 
leader of the Jlahai :Movement, and under his wise and 
loviug guid:rnce iL has grown and expanded, until its influence 
haH been felt in the four comers of the earth. I saw a 
Atriking cx;unple of this when I visit~d Acre some two years 
iigo, and met m,·n-from India, I3urrnah, Persia, Arabia, 
Egypt., Tmkcy, Hnssi,1, :Frauce, England an,l America­
assembled thl•l'P, to listen to the teachings of the Master, the 
name by which Al,dul .Baha is universally called. These 
men, belonging to val'ious race~, creeds, a.llll sects, were 
gathered arolllHl one table 11reaking brPad together, and 
grneting Paeh otl1<·r as friends and brothers. Can such a 
Rcene be pa1alleled in auy other spot ou earth~ 

Abdul 13aha is more than a teach,·r, he is a living example 
to men of what the Christ-life reallv is; love and kindness 
Heern to mdiate fo1m hiui all(l his d;ily life is an expression 
of Hervice to w:m He is si10wing to the materialistic and 
scevtical twe11tieth ce1,tury, that this life is not merely an 
ideal, but a pos8iLility, that we may take heart again and 
"tnrn our sight, to 01m;el vp,; t.o find God standing within us, 
powerful, mighty aml supreme" (Bal1a Ullah); and that we 
mav eowe into tl1,• s,,rn,hip of the Kingdom of God. 

There lm,·e be<'ll some whl) have denied that such a per-
1•1011ality a;; ,J..sus 1·.uuld have lived upon tbe earth. The life 
of Abuul Bairn pronis the actua!iLy of Jesus. The true 
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Bahai is also the truest Christian, he no longer spPculates as 
to whether it was possible that so perfect a being could have 
trod the earth nineteen centuries ago ; he looks at the life of 
of the "Master of Akka," and knows. Such a life is an 
inspiration to the whole race. It is a greater argument for 
the love of God and the truth of religion than all the books 
of theology (old or new) ever written. Men have grown 
tired of theories and speculations, they want to hear again 
that note of love, unselfishness and brotherhood, that was 
heard nineteen hundred years ago. Such a note is rgain 
being sounded from that same Holy Land to-day, by the 
servant of G0d, Abdul Baba, who is teaching the world the 
forgotten truths, and preaching the true atonement, the 
at-one-ment of man with man, and rnan with God, revealing 
the true love, which is another word for service, the giving 
of oneself for the whole. He is teaching the lPsson of 
oneness. No doctrines are so magnified by him that their 
non-acceptance would shut any soul out of the Kingdom. 
"All else save love," he says, "is merely outwardly uttered 
words"; again he says, "this is a religion of deeds, not 
words." He is calling to men and women of every race and 
creed to come under the standard of Unity, which he is 
bearing aloft, to assist him in establishing the Kingdom of 
God, the Brotherhood of man on the earth here and now. 
Let those who are really desiring the reign of peace and 
goodwill to man, and not simply the triumph of their own 
particular sect or creed, or of their own set of opinions, 
listen to the appeal of this man who calls us to unity. Can 
we find anywhere to-day a greater instrument for bringing 
about this Unity and Brotherhood of man which we profess 
to desire, than in this Bahai Movement1 It is giving to men, 
what some writer has said, is the best thing that any religion 
can give to man,--a new heart. It is uniting men in the 
only way thPy can be united, through love, understanding 
and service. 

It will be thus seen that the message of the Bahai l\fove­
men~ is one of peace to the world, and that the Bahais 
consider this :Manifestation as but another out1,ouring of 
Divine Truth upon the earth ; that they are lovers of the 
Light from whatever hol'izon it may appear, considering the 
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different prophets and divine teachers of the past as lamp~ 
through which this Light shone forth and by which the 
world has been enlightened ; therefore it considers all 
1·0ligions to be divine and possessing the essence of Tmth 
which has since become obscured by the superstitions and 
different practices which have been added by man. 

Considering the power of assimilation that the Bahai 
Religion bas shown, its rapid growth amongst so many 
different races and religions, and the bond of real sympathy, 
affection and understanding which it is creating between 
East and West, may we not say that its claim to be a 
universal religion is not merely a beautiful ideal, but a 
growing reality 1 

·what earnest observer of life can deny that the world 
is passing through a great upheaval of thought. The old 
order of things is passing away, whether we wish it or no, 
men are everywhere seeking for truth, and people are being 
tossed about by every wind of doctrine. Such is the 
Aignificance of the Higher Criticism, the New Theology, the 
Hpringing up of so many societies and sects, the fact that 
many in Protestant lands are turning towards Catholicism, 
and that many in Catholic lands are becoming Protestants 
or Free-thinkers. This is what is happening under Christian 
governments, but the same upheaval is occurring in other 
countries. What is to be the outcome of it all 1 There are 
many who recoil from the cold and unsympathetic systemR 
of ethics put forward by certain materialists, and who at the 
Rame time are repulsed by the extremes to which certain 
occultists go. They feel the need of a religion, and yet the 
mei:;sage of the churches is no longer vital to them. It is to 
1mch people that the Bahai Movement especially appeals. 
A religion which exalts work, education, science, and peace, 
should appeal to the Positivist, the Ethicist and the social 
reformer, and while upholding all the great social reforms, 
uever loses grasp of the Eternal Realities. It contains that 
spiritual force, that vital faith, which is necessary to put 
theAe reforms into execution. 

Such a religion wholly divorced from a spirit of com-
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mercialism., and whose only warfare is against selfishness, 
must appeal to all that is highest and best in man; 

'' 0 people of the w01.zd I The creed 0f God is fo1' love and 
unun, make it not to be a cause of disco-rd and dissension. 
I enjoin you to the service of the nations ancl to the pacification 
of the world. 

" 0 people of the world I The pavilion OJ Unity is mised, 
do not gaze upon each other with the eyes of /o1'eigners, ye ar11 
all the /1·uits of one free and the leaves of one bJ"anch. 

" Let him not glory who loves his Olen country, but let him, 
glory who loves the whole world."-(Words of BARA-ULLAH.) 
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