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Bahai Nest, Mount ¢armel,
_ HEaifa, 3yria, February 25,1914,
PDear friends:

It was a lovely day. %he Beloved of our hearts,
enjoying good health, spent a beautiful hour in the rose—
garden, Chairs were brought out, and He sat near a detgor
wonderful bed of frazrant violets, ~Pear little pansies
charmed the eye, marigolds were in ahbundance, stocks gave
out their gragrance, a big patoh of white freesias perfumed
the aiy, the scented hyacinths were plentiful, peeping their
heads above the earth, carnations delighted the heart of the
beholder, nasturtiums were delicately tender, geraniums ran
riot, and On! many, many other pretty Pflowers whose names T
an ignorant of, adorned the pgarden. Bhe colors blended
together most luxurisntly. Above 211, and through all,
rosesyellow, pink, white and red, sontributed not a little
to mdke a fairyland of the Bast, a dear gzarden of the mystic
Orient, carrying the imaginaidnon vack . into a world of spir-
itual romance and love, -

Bhe sky was clear and the afternconusun sent gown
its warm, soft, affable rays. As the Master sat there, now
absorbed in Hls thought, now correcting a mudber of Zablets
lately revealed, and now looking over the delightful garden,
He made a divine picture of Moses with the authority of the
Law, and of Ohrist with the beauty of the Law of Love and
meekness. His silky, smooth white locks were fallen on
Eis shoulders; his spotless, white turban adorned His msesive
head; and #ls white, beautiful, patriarchal beard gave ohe
the confident impression of #dis fatherly tenderness.. 3he
afternoon was so fair and oharming, the weather was 80
bracing and pure, the surroundings so poetic and atiractive,
that I oould not believe it was real. It was exactly like
a golden dream, the efBeot of which is exhilarating. sut
this was not a dream, it was a page taken out of some romantic
book, ideal yet real, illusive yet tangible, unearthly and
spiritual, #he Beloved told W8 to bring s chalr and sit
near the bed of violets. #hen Ke ordered Khosro to pick
some violets and with them prepare some tea for him.

Bhen raising His majestic head and watching Ismael Aga work—
ing in the other end of the gsrden,

He said:

®*ig not thid garden beautiful? Are thers not many
kinds of flowers in it? Does it not look like an imperish-
able parudise? - Is not the weather warin and braelng?
¥ere it not for the industry and patience of Ismael Aga
we would not have this lovely flower-spot. Well, tell me,
Mirze Anmad, what else dost thou wish of God! ¥as Ne not
given tiee this falr garden, arrayed with multitudes of
flowers?  And the signt of which thou art enjoying from
morning to night, from day to day and month to month?*
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By this time a nugber of the pilgrims entered the
garden, and He bade them sit down. When Basheer brought
the tea for each, the Beloved stabted to joke with me,
Addressing the pilgrims, ,

He said:

*ahis Mirza Ahmad claims to be a doetor, He tells
me not to drink tea because it brings sleeplessness. Is
he vight in his assertion?® (¥Yes¥, auswered loudly one
of the pilgrims.) "le says I must drink violet tea(and
Be showed them the cup containing the liquid, of a faing,
lovely violet color, just given Rim by Basheer.) He in-
sists on being a doctor, and says if you don't dPelieve,l will
20 and put on my head an Anerican hat - and by the way he
loves Aumerica very much - and then every one mist call hinm
Doctor Ahmad or Doctor Sohrab.® :

Well, He continued to joke with me in this way for
.several more mimtes, and I was, of ¢ourse, ¥ery hapby.
fhen He ordered Isfandeyar to khave the landeau ready and en-
tered the house to prepare himself for the drive. Just at
this juncture Zaji Mirza Reydar Ali arrived, and the Beloved
see1llg him there, asked him to go with Kim on the drive.
Moneer Effendi and Eossein Effendi, his two grandsons,
between six and eight years old each, accuupanied iim also.
®hen ¥e asked me to join Him, which I did with great alacrity.
wiiile the carriage was driving slong a number of His galifor=
nia dddresses wevre read to Him for correction. Various
addresses brougnt back to His rich mind the reminiscences
of those never-to~he~forgotten days, and His sweet words
sank deep lnto the conscliousness of the Angel of aount Gatmely
When He reached the open field and the, carriage stopped, He
got out , walked beside the green nuezdows and adiired their
intense verdancy. Imnediately a muaber of poor women,
clothed in rags, with their babes on their ariwe and a large
growd of poor childrem, gathered =round Him, His pocket
was full of*Bashleek and Mataleek¥, and He distributed this
nmoney amongst them, placing in the palm of each hand ohe or
several plieces. Before we 3tlarisd 1in the carrisge I saw
isfandeyay carrying in ils ari several  warm black woolen
coats and I wondered for what purpose.’ MHowever, ay joy
wae so great when the Master asked me to go with Him that
I forgot all about the coats, Now, while these old women
were gathered around Kim, clamoring for more money, He
looked at each with the eye of judgment and precisiam, and
selecting a few out of the many, Xe asked Isfandeyar to zive
them the coats, one by one.  With ¥His own blessed hands He
inade everyone put on a coat, and then buttoned ithem Himself,
Ine women were wild with joy and tihenkfulness. shey wanhted
to kiss ¥is hands but He would not let them do it.
*0 Bffendi! May God confer upon thee many years!  hkay .
the Lord protect thy children! May thy household increasel
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dlay the Bountles of Heaven descend upon theel We are noor
and thou art caring for us; we are naked and thou art
clothing us; we are hungry and thou art feeding us; we art
fatherless and thou art our father; e are cheerless and
thou art our comfortiv ®hus they poured out of the foun-
tains of their hearts their lovely unconscious orayers of
gratitude, As the carrisge was returning home, suddenly
i1t dawned upon my mind how truly bibliecal was their lane
guage, for ig it not writéen in the Gospel: vPor T wWas an
hungered and yve gave me meat; I was thirsty and ye gave me
drink; I was a stranger and ye took me in; naked and ye
clothed me; I was sick and ye visited wme; I was in prison
and ye cawne unto me, « = = and the King shall answer and
say unto tnhem, Verily, I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the leaht of these my brethren, ve

have done it unto me.*

Verily, these are glorious days, heavenly days,
biblical days, Gospel days, in which you and I are living,
@he Ipirit of Ohrist is again manifest. Led us follow
His divine example; let us be of those who are doing the
Lord's work. Daily Re is teaching us, let us lesrn fron
Him; through ddeds of service He is instructing us,
let us imitate Nim, =

Ahmad Sohrab.,
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BEahai Nest, Mount Carmel,
Haifa, Syria, February 26, 1914,
Degr friends: ,

Life on Mount (armel is a golden dresm of ithe angels
of the Highest, ineffable and beautiful, It is a fairyland
sweet and tender, Have we not heard in our c¢hildiood about
the blessedness of Paradise, the blissfulness of Heavent
#he perceiving heart, the seeinyg eye, whlle living on Mount®
garmel receives a foretaste of that wonderful Life, that
inner illwmination so chariingly descrived by the poets and
BEETr8. Man becomes at onte the center and mainspring of
many divine experiences, the sacredness of which he will
hever forget and the spirituality of which he can never de—
scribe. Only he feels in ihe core of his heart the thrill
and stir of a new awakening, the urge of a new inspiratiom,

the deepening of z new conscilousness, and the iupelling
force of a new life, calis, undisturbed and serene. 8hese
mystic, invisible stimull struggle hard to be horn into the
world of expression and visibility, but they are lying too
deep in the subeonseious world. Z2he alr of Mount Carmel
is holy, its charus are infinite, its wild graceful flowers
are fragrant, its scenery is unique, its mountains are ver-
dant and its gardens are elegant, Oh! how often a soul in
the far off land longs to steep hinself in the sea of this
irituzl calmness and drink from the ifountain of eternal

youth.

Paily, hourly, I offer thanksgiving unto the
fhreshold of BAHAYO'LLAN for thue giving this privilege of
being a witness of the marvellous deeds and wondrouvs workings
of the 8pirit in the divine temple of our Beloved. = All
that I ask of the velievere of God is:that they pray”for me,
that I may remain firm to the very last, that when I have
finished my work nNeay the ®hrone of the Majesty of Abha [
may go out into the world as & herald proclaiming ¥is gloxy
and power, and that I wmay be confirmed in the gervice of
#ls beloved friends. #nis is my highest aspiration. his
is my vipion of the future, this is wy heartifelt supplicaw
tion toward God. I am not a worthy instrument I know, I
am full of mistakes and shortoomings, but I no:e that the
combined pravers of the Triends will help me to ¢limb the
mountailn of ¥ision and to reach the sumit, But is there
any summit after all, or 1is the progress of the soul spiral,
rising, rising, ever yearning 1o abvtain to that which is
Unatdainadle? And the so called summit is no other than one
of the infinite stations wherein the striving soul rests
for awhile and then takes its higher flight; therefore,
true to its prinal resolution, the soul mst press forward,
tzrrying nowhere and looking neither 1o the .left nor to the
right. Ets8 vath is strewn with thornless roses, its ul-
timate destiny is the Kingdom of God; the purpose of its
presence here 1s to evolve into a Bigher and purer entity,
its home 18 the good pleasure of the Lord and its goal is
the Paradise of Abhsa, ‘
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411 day the 3Zeloved was in end out, people czlling
on him in the morning and Ke calling on them in the after-
noon. Fe looked well and occupied. In the evening e de-
livered a very long Zalk to the pilgrims, toushing the va-
rious aspects of the Cause, nistory, morality, exhortation,

stories of scme of the martyrs, ineidents in the stormy
life of BAEA'O'LLAK, ete. etc. anmongst the believers there
was an old men by the name Mohsinied Bbrahim, Me lives in
Acca and has just come to meet the Beloved. Ehe Master,
lookingz 2t him tenderly, said:

*14 is ow fifty-five years that Mohsmied Ebrahim
is with us, when he accepted the Csuse in Bagdad and came
to ug, he was a youhg msan, With a muaher of other believers
he lived in one small room, Although they did not have
any visible sources of income, save their little trades,
vet they were wost happy. Whatever they made or they had
belonged to the litile ‘commmnity', and there was never any
friction awongst them. Zhere was a man by the heme of Haji
Hirza Ahmad, who passed through EBagdad., As he was a great
luiser he did not go to the hotel but called on these poor
Bahals and stayed with them. Ee could very well afford to
pay the reng of a room, but he did not want to incur eny
expenses, In the evenings he would prepare tea for hine
self, and while drinking praised its flavor and odor, but
never offered one cup to the rest. After staying a few
nights he began to complain about fleas and uosquitos.

At that time this Mohammed Fbrahim clained to be a poet, and
instead of answering him in prose he wrote a verse, the
meaning of which is as follows:

tGod has given us a lofty ﬁalace,

0 thou crooked-sighted ﬁaJl what manner of a
rogus thou art.'"*

A heliever arrived late and was zoing to sit near
the doorway.

The Master motioned to him:

voome, Gome! 8it here! iMere is a spiritusl
Court. Ehere is no up and down.,”

Again He svoke:

sphose souls who are believers in God and conforn
in their manners to the Law of God, are casily distinguished
from the rest of the world through their deeds, thelr thoughts



snd their behavior., — — -~ 2f£he musX heralds itg fragrance
frouw afar off: those who have the sense of smell fleed it.
His Holiness Christ says: !fhrough their fruits you shall
know theum,'! If the fruits of the tree are sweet they
are edible; 1if.they are bitter they aust ve thrown sway.
By this Ohrist means we must look at the deeds and actlons
of the peorle. If from their behavior and ushner there
appear sanctity and holiness, they sre fullowers of the
Light; but if they show the signs of contrariness and evil
thoughts they are living egainst the good pleasure of the
Lord, AN ignited candle is differentiated from an extine
gulshed one; the light is not taken for darkness, the path
of guidance is gifferent from the path of error, divine
morality cannot be mixed with satanic attributes.®

I may go on and translate for you these Words of
fruth, but these are only a few drops. I cannot bring to
you the ocean, fhe ocean was in your ;nidst' you have
seen its waves ascending at times, %o ‘the wery height of
heaven} '

Ahnad Sohrab. .



Bahal ¥est, dMount Carumel,
Kaifa, Syria, February 27,1914.
Dear friends:

Qur hesrts were rejoiced by the srrival of four
pilgrims; two from Boroujon, a village about 40 miles from
the city of Esphahan, one from Yazd, and one from iIndis,
ghe first two know my relaztives in Fsphahan, have seen my
father and two brothers, and gave ke lmch interesting news
aboul my home, - I was glad to hear about them, but I was ,
of course, more than glad to listen 1o the news of the pro-
gress of the Cause and the spread of the Prirnciples of the
Kingdom, dow true are the Words of Christ: "yerily, T
sgy unto you, there is no man that hath left home, or va-
rents, or brotners, or childeen, for the Xingdom of God's
sake, who shall not receive wanifolddumore in this present
time and in the world to come life everlasting.*

Naving entered into the wonderful coumonwealth
of R2zhal Brotherhood, I feel they are of wy own flesh and
plood., BAEA'OQ'LLAR, through the irradistion of Fis spir-
itual ideals, has taken away the veils of sepavation and
united us in the Xaowladge of wlp Riirdoil. Lhe Pligirias!
Aoz 18 now Taul3l with these happyopepkide who exchange with
each other the news of the advancement of the Jause in their
respective hoiles, and are encouraged and inspired by the
examrle of others. As I looked tonight into their shining
faces, sitting eround the teble, I msrvelled 2t the Power of
God who is conslantly gathering these men and women on Mount
garmel, and then after a few weeks scatters them, Since
my return to the East with how isany Bakhais have I sheken
hands and sat around the table. I do not see any of the
0ld faces, vrobably I shsll never see them again, I do not
remember the names of 511 of then. In a few weexs all
those who are now in the Pilgeims' Home will be replsced
by others., Rut surely through this collection and disper—
sion of the peovnle of various religions God is slowly evolv—
ing and working out Nis Mightg Plah of the Ages - Unity.

Our limited minds may not grasp the full proportion of His
motive, but we know full well ke is not bringing togethex
these people without a well defined divine purpose.  Roday
the Beloved gave perinission to all thée pilgrims to go to

Acca and Mirza Mohsen was appointed to be their guide. EBheix
egger anticipation to wvisit the Mome of RBAHA'C!LLAK and
worship at ¥is Holy Rhreshold made thew rise very early, so
when I walked over from my Nest to the ¥owe I found all hsed
gone, except a few,

Pwscending the beautiful Mountain, the wild flow-
crs saluted me from both sides and extender to me the hand
of fellowhhip. Phe Beloved wgs walking in the rose garden
well, joyous, inhaling the :ure, fresh sir and delighted by
the soft rays of the sun, After a time, Mr, and Mrs,
liolbazoh arrived and joined Wim in the garden., PLhey had
in their hands a book written by an Englishman on the Reli-
gion of Islam,. After a few remarks on their part the
liaster said: ' '
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Zhe Master ssid:

Bhe true aspeot of the Religion of Islasw is not
only uisunderstood by the EBuropean nmissionaries and scholars,
but even by the Mohammedans themselves, owing to the addition
of dogumas, If we want to stud¥ Islsm we must go with a
prayerful, reverent heart to its source, the ¥Xoran, 11l
the commentators and theologians confiise our thoughts and
mislead our aims. Instead of being a ceuse of honor they
have been a cause of humlligtion to Islam, Foxr example,
one of their most iuportant oreeds if this:

*whoaoever publicly confesses that there is no God
gave God the One God, and Mohamued is: His Prophet, he will
be saveqd! _ :

Yow this kind of dogmatic oreed has nothing to do
with Xelam, but any inquirer will be led to believe that this
is an article of falth, simply because the ignorant orthodox
Mohsmmedans are upholding it! But if you go straightwsy
to the Xoran you will find no verse that even indicstes the
formulation of such a strange narrow creed. On the con-
trary you will come acrose the following significant verse:

*$he people of the books, such as Ohristians, Jews,
¥oslews and those who believe in the Unity and %ingleness
of God and the ixmortality of the soul, and practice charity
and are benevolent and kind to the poor, and take care of
the orphans, they are the people of Salvation.* Yow, cone
gider what a vast difference therve exists between the Leaching
of the ¥Xoran and the creed mentionedl From this one
instance you can judge of all the other mistakes, fhere~
fore it is most unfair and misleading 1€ an enquirer, instead
of going to the Koran for his correct information coneerning
islam, would stick to the body of the creeds, built up by
erafty and self seeking men.?

gpeaking about the EKingdom of God, Be said:

*ghe Eingdom of God is like unto thie gavrden, It
contains many kinds of trees. In due sesson the trees mst
not only yroduce leaves and bdblossoms, but fruits, I1If a
mugber of trees do not fulfil this universal requirement
they are good only for so much drpied wood. With his ul-
eering eyes the gardener will detect thelr deficiency,and
uprooting them, will relegate them to the back yard.®

Mrs, Holbach, speaking zbdbout the recent visit of
Barom Rothschild to Hzifa, said: YRe has served most un-
selfishly the Oause of the Jews, and has poured his worey
to Palestine Dby millions. Even now he has grranged to lozn
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to 1500 Jews 8000 francs each, who will settle in Jerusalen.
The loznh is to be without interest, and will be refunded
in 25 years.”®

The Master said:

*Well done! RBhis is very gced work, nevertheless,
it is limited 1na sgope and henefit. fhere 1s a way for
Baron Rothschild to serve the cause of humanity in a manner,
g0 that the benefits and results will be pemranent.

Pirstly, 2o Huild a hospitsal in MHaifa, the dooxs
of which may be open to all the religions and natilons:

Secondly, to found a highh college for the chil-
dren of ALL the inhabitants of Syria, 1rrespective of faiths
and creeds:

®hirdly, to establish and endow a ¥Moue for the Agead,
the incursble and the incavacitated of all nationalities,
Ehis will insure for him eternzal fame and will win for his
honored name the gratltude and thankfulress of all the
future generations.®

When the pilgrims returned from Aoca, about sunset,
the Master callecd them to Eim and delivered a great falk on
the Life of BAHA'O!LLAR and ¥is trials and ordeals. #e sald
that while the enemies from all sides weve exerting their
influence to extinguish this Light, God incressed its flame,
and conirary to their exsectatlons, as soon as they banished
Xim from one place to another to bring sbout His tokal
efTacement, the wonders of the Revelation became better
known. RBoward the end of His falk,

Ee said?

*ghe Mosgt Great Prison of Acca became the most
potent means for the promo$ion of the Cause of Gods Were
it not for this Prison, how could the fame of this (Osuse have
gone 1o the uttermost confines of the eaxrth, and have con~
quered the contitients of America and Burope! Bhis Prison
of Acca was brougkt about vy the venetrative Power of God.
Rerein you can witness the sway of the Word of God. It is
for this reason that the inhadbitants of the world cannot
withhold the progress of the 8pirit of this Cause. Before
it they stand impotent.®

After His powerful Balk Osted Mohamned All sang
a poem written by the Belovec years ago, Mirza Mahmoud
arented & prayer, and then we retired quietly from Kis
Fresence.

Ahmad Sohrab,.



Bahal ¥esi, :uny curmel,

Haifa, S¥ria, Fehruary 28, 19l4.
Dear friends: ' :
Recause His health is constantly improving and He
can dispatch without yhysicsal weariness the ever increasing
volume of His work, the Beloved was happy today, and while
e was dictating a number of Tablets, He wzs vraising God
and glorifying the Badéssed Perfection. At the end of a
gablet He beBamevwistful and pensive. He was sitting on
the divan, and now and then He looked out of the window over
the marmoriel surface of the wide bay between ilaifz and
Acca, beyond the Prison @gity, toward the Holy Fhreshold of
BAEATO'LLAK, Phen Ho turned His heavenly face, the embod-
iment of kindness, toward me,

and said:

*Pray from thy heart that ny health may continue
good, 8o that I may attend to all the affairs., Wherever
I look the dzuse challenges my attemition and demande v
35T sw o b -~e pertaining to the Csuse need constant
supervision, 4t tinmes X have felt so weak and feeble be=
cause of this nerve weakness, that I was unsble to spesk evel
one word. I did not say amything to anyvone, but ¥ suf-
fered often for hours, Finglly, ohe night I supplicated
and entreated at the Divine Ehreshold of RARA'O0'LLAN:

"0 my Beloved§ 0 #hou Zing:of uy heartl 0 FThou
my ultimate Eope! Oh, ¥ bDeg of ghee, I beseech st ¥hy
¥erciful ¢ourt; if in this ephemeral world Fhou hsst no
other work for me, Oh, take me to fhyself, so thet I msy
enjoy the Jounties of £hy Oelestlial Presence, commne with
the Holy ones of Bhy Abha Xingdom, and be released from
the fetters of these worldly troubles and vains and the
chains of ordeals ans tests. 0 Bhou my desired Oneil ¥ow
I long to attain to £hy radiant meeting. O Fhou my Hopel
How I yearn to lock into Bhy luwinous, countensnce. How ¥
erave to be submerged in the %ea of Thy refulgent Lightis.
How I sirain uy ears to listen to the invisible, soft music
of the angels of Bhy Supreme goncourse. 0 my Lord! I am
waiting £hy last bidding. But, if on the other hand, £hou
hast yet work for me to do, and 1f according to Zhy un-—
Bearchiable Destingy I must yet sing other songs in Bhy CGause
arnd raise other melodies in the Rose garden, then confer
uron me health and physicsal ability, so that I may again
arise to serve Bny wondrous Religion, strive in the promo-
tion of Unity and Goncoxd amongst &hy' children, hoist the
Banner of Univ.rsal oOoncliliation and fill the world with
the sypirit of good fellowshi) and amity. fhus the liwes

of Bhy believers may reflect the imperishable virtues of

the Life of the Kingdom. O my Godl If it is in accord with
fhy Divine wisdom, bestow upon me good health, encircle me
with Zhire Own gonfimuation and Assistsnce in order thet %
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may sacrifice my life in Thy service, unfurl the Ranner of
International Perzce over every region, disclose the signs
of Thy Mexrecy and Bestowal to ihe peoyle of the world, and
summon mankind to the Ranquet of Fhy inexhaustible Bounties.
0 my Bahal 0 my Baha! Although I ai wesk, yet 2hou art
Powerful; slthough I am feeble, yet fhou art the Mighiy.

I want health for the sefvice of Thy Oause, I desire
health for Unity and concord aumougst Lhy friends. T ask
hezlth for self sacrifice in the Path of ¥hy beloved ones.
Otherwise, O wmy Beha, I am thirsty for the clear water of
ghy Meeting, I am hungry for the food of Lhy gountenance.

I am lost in the wilderness of' separation, T long for Thy
union. @ am tired of this dark world, I yearn for Thy
sanctified Light giving Preserce, 0 .my Bana! oonfirm Zhy
believers in the Cause of Union and Agreement, and assist
theln to lay the foundation of eternal solidarity and celes—
tial Oneness amongst themselves, guffer them to become like
unto the rlowers of Bhy Paradise, perfuaing the hearts and
minds of all the people with thelr gentle frazrance, ¢ my
Baha! fhou knowest that no real joy is left for we in this
world save the realization of their unity and their spir-
itual conquests; the news of their strivings in thy Path,
and giving the G6lad Pidings of the Eingdom, 0 my Baha!
Reinforce them to make firm the basis of Unity, and inspire
their hesrts with the spiritual ideals of £hy Divinity.
£hou knowest that thelir highest ambition is to plant the
new trees in the garden of the Oneness of the world of hu=-
manitye. ihiey have no other aspiration save Lhy service,
and no othsr desire save ghy good pleasure, 0 my Bahal
Verily Thou'doest whatsoever Phou willest, and fhou eouinandest
whatsoever Bhou desirest.®

48 I was walking in the garden and talking with
the believers Basheer called me and I hurried uy the stairs,
In the reception room Mr., and Mrs, Holbach were waiting for
the ooming of the Beloved. After a few minutes He caite
in and greeted them with Bahel love, fhey had redeived y
vesterday many letters from Germany, England and Indla, and
presented their contents to the Master, Miss Dorothy
Holbach, their dsughter, is s splendid beauntiful Bahai,
and her letters are redolent with spiritual thought and re-—
féections. After reading a portion of her recent lstter,
the 3eloved saids o

vgonvey to her my longing greeting, and respect,
Praise be to God{ that the range of her vision is extensive.
I feel assured thet she will aftvance dey by day and will
become a teacher of the Cause of humanity. I love her
very nnich, she is my daughter,®
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Another letter from Rebindranath fagore, an Indian
roet, was read. Ke expressed himself in sympathy with the
Bahal Movement, #his poet, through the publication of his
poetical works is now well known in England and other coun—
tries, and is attraeting to his very spiritual thoughts
an increasing host of admlirerey, the Beloved asked Mrs.
Iolbach to write to Mrs, Getsinger to pay 4 visit to this
illustrious poet of the Fast and converse with him on the
Bahal Revelation. In the course of tiume we will hear more
about this wman and his work, 4 letter from Mr, Herrigel
elgcited the following message:

*gontimie to live for the present in Stuttgari,
and engage thy time in the service of God and the pPromliga-—
tion of the Religion of God, s0 that the darknesc of igrnor-
ance snd prejudice may be dispelled from the horigon of
that country.*

fhen the Reloved left the house 8ll alone and paid
s viesit to Hajli All, who hss not been feeling well for the
lzst few dsys. On Eis return ¥e walked in the rose garden,
adiniring the flowers, picking e rose here, a carnztion there,
and commenting on thelr delicate structure and hes,

Some of His remarks were ss follows:

*liany letiers hsve come in the mall, no doubt gll
of them contain the good news of the viectories won by the
army of the Rlessed Perfection. Yow I am feeling well,
Baha'o'llah hath answered my prayers, I can read and write,*

*Row ignoble must be the maition of a heliever
if after the Deprarture ol the Rlesged Perfection he cherishes
the grovellng smbition of wealth or Taue, name or notoriety,
coufort and vlessure,” '

*I haeve the welfare of everyono at neart, I advise
hi:r to do that which will insure hig havpiness z2nd prosperity.
IfT he does not follow my sdvice I will not say anything, but
he will suffer the consequences of his own disobedience.?

tA wice uan must adapt himself quickly a8 nossibvle
t0 every environmment, If he 1s disgruntled znd comslailus,
he will make his life misersble angd never enjoy the fulness
of contentment. For examzle, if an’ Englishman lives in
Haifa, he must consider it as his own nztive land, and the
neople as his own countyyuen; then he will be haipy. But
if ne is hsrping all the time agbout England and her glory,
he will not have asn eye for the beauties of Haifg,.*

*If man performs his work with joy and fragrance
he will suceeed in any undertakliig,®



Diary Feb, 28, 1914 -4 -

€he mail from America brought u¢ an artigle on
the departure of our beloved Mirga Abul Faxzxl, published in

~the Bvening Star of ¥Washingtion, D. 6., Jamary 31, 1914,

Zhe article carwied the vhotogravh of the beloved teacher.
The Muster asked e to translate it for him immediately,

Re was lwost pleased with its contents and it will be seht
to 3ll the believers in the Orient. The son of Mirzs Aibul
Fazl's sister is at present here. - In the evening ihe
Master asked me to read the article aloud hefore the sgsem-
bled meeting of the believers.

He saiq:

*gonsider, in Gulpayagan the people are not cogzni-
zant of these facts, but in the fer-off America people
aing :the praises of him who was the servant of the Blessed
Perfection, ghis 1s raade possible throuzgh t he Jonfiria-
tion of the Blessed Pevfection, Zhe sovereignty of the
kings shall ccume to an end, bui the soiritual dominions of
the servants of BAWA'O!LLAN is eternal and without end.®

 #hen He spoke for-a few minutes more about the life
and workiof Mirza Abul Pazl and the meeting was brought to
an end by the singing of a poeilk and the chsanting of pravers.

I will bring this letier to an end with the translation of

a fablet revealed today for Miss Dorothy EKolbach:

*ER I3 Goadl

0 vhou uwy beloved daughter! ' ‘

ghy letter was received. Trom its contents it
beocame evident that the effulgence of the sun of Reality
is cast upon thy heart and the holy court of thy conscaibus—
ness is illuwmineqd. fhe breeze of Providence is wafted
fr»om the rose garden of Truth, breathing in thee a new
spirit. I hope that thy spirutdal susceptibilities may
inerezse day by dey, and the turning of thy face toward the
Kingdom of Abha may become focalized, so thot thou mayest
attract unto thyself the rays of Guidance from the Ultimate
Center, the Bun of Reality. For although there ave maly
lamps, yet their illumination is not perpeiual, dut the
illumination of the Sun is perpetual and indevendent. 1t
is not followed by any extinction. I hope likewise that
8 day may oome when I shall umeet thee, Thy dear father
and uother are with us, and arve in the utmost joy, good
fellowshlp and love, Mayst thou ever be guarded and
sheltered in the Roxrt of Divine Protectioni

Upon thee be Baha #1 Abhal

(9igned) Abdul Zaha Abbas,

Ahiiad 8ohrsb.
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- Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, Haifa, Mar. 1, 'l4.
Desyr Friends:-

One of the peculiasrties of man is his desire to know what
others are doing. This knowledge enlarges the cirele of his gympathy,
and encourages him to do hls work with greater 2eal and enthusiasm. The
simple knowledge that our brothers and sisters in different parts of the
world are serving faithfully the Cause which we have so much at heart, is
a great incitement and stimulation to us no matter where we are living,.
Por this reason, I would like to quote in this letter a few extracte from
the letters of 5. Mrs. Stannard and Mrs, Getsinger, who are carrying on
a wonderful wokk of spiritusl awakening in Indias. Mrs, S3tannard writes:
"I am very good friends with all the Brehmo-Somgh pecple, and they are
deeply spirituval., The legpers, the Sen family, are descendents of Kesh-
kub Chander Sen, & greatly illuminated man and co-evel with the Bahai Rev-
glation! I am hoping great things through the Brahmo-5omaj and Theistic
channels for the spreading of the Bahai Unification Principles. -~ -Please
tell dear Abdul Baha that Lua Getsinger has given a good lecture to the
Thecsophiste {Bombay) here -~ all Parsees nearly - and ghat when she had
fienshed, the President got up and spoke so besutifully? bout the wonde rful
Revelation of Bsha'c’llah;and then imagine our happiness when he read aioud
gome of the Hidden Words, saying: ‘'How beautifull What divine thoughts!
Let us listen to the glorious Basha'o'llah!' Really he spoke 1like one over-
joyed! He then told the audience, vhich was & large one, that he had fol-
lowed a1l of Abdul Baha's talks and works ss told in the CHRISTIAN COMMON-
WELLTH, We are likely to come 2lso ag a great happiness to many seekers in
the Theosophical Society tomorrow on the mission of religion on earth, car~
rying on from Mrs. Lua Getsinger's subjectl 'The Messengers of God.' -~
If the Master comes next year to India, he will turn the tide toward the
right path and influence large numbers I am surein- - This is written many
days before the mail goes, to inform you that I am off to Madras, for s
week or ten days. Gopgaul Chetty, Editor of the "NEW REFORMER' keeps beg-
ging me to come, and says so many peopke want to welcome me from the Brahmo-
somaj. I believe he himself is a good Bshai, for he is always publishing
our news and in the coming number of the magsazine he has reproduced at
my request, Mr. Andre's excellent Edinburg le cture on the Bshai Teachingas.
Of nis own .accord he is also putting in my addresses to the Theings. =2f
izxewnxx Now I was-just off to Calcutta, but when his letter camethis
morning I suddenly decided I would go across to Madras and then up to Cal--
sutta. - -~ We are ready I feel now to touch certain centers before renewing
operations after the rainy 3eason. - ~At my lecture to the Theosophistes on
the Mission of Religions, ? took pains to make it plain that &l 1 Founders
of Religions, and Baha'o'llah especlally, came to cause brotherhood and

- peace and keep people in order. There were two very strange lookigg men

who came and sat close to the doory to hear my lecture, They were BEnglish -
men. As soon &s I hed finished they left. I made my lecture as comprehen-
cive as I could, showing religious history in its universal sweep. They
both looked very interested, s¢ I hope they came for the?r soul's good if
for nothing else.” Mrs, Getsinger has been t¢o 3Surat, where Bhe has del-
ivered several lectures and interested many souls. Dr. Bahram and N. R.
Vakil, of the said city, have done wonderful work of preparation, and the
Master, recalling how he met the former on his firgt visit to London, has
already praised him in the meetings of the believers and pilgrims. Now it
seemg Mrs., Getsinger is going another time to Surat. She writes; "Om acd
count of these appointments arranged by Dr. Bahram, I am going to Svurat in-
stead of to Madras with Mrs., Stannard. From there I hopé to go to Lucknow

and Delhi, " ) '
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Mrs. Stunnard will do these other places, and the Bahai cry will be raised
from all parts of India at once. = = I am deeply touched over the cablegram
of the Master inguiringly so lovingly about my health. - - I beg the Mas-
ter to strengthen me if he wishes me tc¢ work and :serve him in the glorious
Cause. Otherwise I only hope to go on speaking and teaching until I 4id
in his Path, upholding the Standardm of the Covenant. This would please
me more than anything, should it be his will and wish. - - Mrs. Stannard
works hard and 1s very deserving. I beg the Master to bless and strength-
en her,” : :
' "®he BOMBAY CHRONICLE, Feb, 7, publishes a long article on the
Tenets of Bahalsm," T"Lecture in Bombay,"™ and then goes on the explain
the contents of these lectures delivered by Mrs. Stannard and dlrs. G t-
ginger at the Persian Hall, It says: "elucidations upon tenets of the
faith as these touchings the religious and humanitarian standpoint may
be swonarized as declaring the essential unity of all religions and tho—
oneness of humanity. - ~ Brotherhood among the Bahais, we are told, is
regarded as absolutely indispensible, irrespective of faith, race, color
or religion, and there must be no pretentious mental attitude, but a real
and living, philosophy of 1ife. All Moslems, Chrigtians, Jews, or Zoro-
estrians Behais should fraternize as one family, for they practice the tw
great Bahai ideals of unity and love. - - The world should consider great
religious founders as light bearers and what they teach should be the ob-
Ject of worship. - ~Religions degenerate hecause it $s the invariable ten-
dency in humanity to forget principles enunciated by {the Founders and war-
ship the material or historie aspect neglecting the light intended to be
used. Light being one, it stands for the analogy of Truth and all religions
are woven around identically. similar principles, - -Since life m-ay be
symbolized as a tree, Bahafd'llah declares, hunanity to be the leaves,
flowers and fruits thereof, and in time humanity will-consider it,8s ra-
tlonally inconceivable to fight and kill one another ag itwould be r
the leaves and branches of the tree to guarrel with its blossmms and fruits

All morning the Beloved was very busy receiving people and angwer-
ing their questions snd attending to their wants. The President of the
rajlroad ané a nucber of other officialg called on him and had interviews
with him, In the afternoon thers was a very large meeting held in the large
central reception room 0of the home of the Beloved, The feast was given by
aga Hosgein Haji, the brother of Ahmad Yazdi. ALl the believers and pil-
grime were sitting on chairs around the room; Mr. and lirs. Holbach and Mrs.
Hoagg were also present. While tea was dispensed, a door was opened and
the Master, his face shining with health and happiness, entered the room.
Everyone was on hig feet, and as he sat, a deep, spiritual silence fell
over all, and the throbbing vibrations of ethereal feelings floated over
the gathering. The hearts were praying, while the eyes were turned *towargd
him, and all attention was centered upon him. There was such silence, such

aicep unfathomable wilence, springing from the depths of the ocean of Heing,

veech ig natural, silence is supernatursl.,, Speech is temporal, silence

" is spiritual. Speech is the river, silence isthe sea. During these few

moments of silence, everyone felt wery near to Abdul Baha. Then he cal-
led me to himself and asked me to go and bring a copy of the Washington
STAR containing the article on the departure of Mirzs Abul Fazl. I knew
he was going to speak in my abscence, so I looked around to see vhether
iiirza Mahmoud was there to write down his words, but I remembered that he
aceompanied in the morning the newly-arrived pilgrims to Acca andthe visif
to the Holy Tomb. However, I had no other alternative but to go, s0 I
ran all the way up. the Mountain and back, It was a hot day, and when I
entered the room I was breathing hard and beads of prespiration were fal-
ling from my forehead. Before my entrance I caught these woréds: "How-
self-sacrificing the believers of God have beenl!
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Then after giving him the paper I ﬁook a seat near the doporway. He con-
tinued; "With what joy and transport they hastened toward the arena .of
martyrdom! With what attraction they gave up their lives inthe Path of

the Blessed Perfection! With whet enkindlement ‘they have agsociated with
the people! .They were always surrounded with denger and impending peril.
They rested not for one moment. Thei¥ nights were spent with. the appreh-
ension that tomorrow would be their last day. :Their days were passed with
the dread that they would not see another night. 'They d3d not drink one
drop of water with the feeling of gsecurity. DFriends! Let us read andrem-
ember the ineidents of the lives of these heroic martyrs, bring before our
geyes the glorious records of their deeds, print upon the tablets of the
hearts their glowing, self-convineing utterances, so that we mey become
ingpired with the same severance, impelled by thenumm.detachment releass
ourselves from every thought and "mention and devote our time to the ser-.
vice of the Glorious One! Then we will observe the results of each deter-
mination. Then we will see this dark dungeon turned intc a realm of 1light.
Then our natural emotions will be transformed intc spiritual suseeptibilitie:s

Then the fire of holy longing will consume the harvest of self-consceiousness
and gelf-love. Baha'o'llah in one of Hig poems says: "The mark of the

chain is of visible on my neck and the impress! of the fetters can be seen
around my anklem!' We must ever remind ourselves of thése events, and be
aware and thoughtful, If these wonderful, tragic lives are not reV1ewed

from time to time, their significance and spiritual import will be lost

sight of. We must read and pondérrover the details of the lives of these
nartyrs. The martyrs of Yazd, Esphahan, Tehsran, Mazanderan, Neyreez

zZanjan, Tabriz - testified with their own blood that this Cause is reveal-

6d on the part of God. From the life of each martyr we may learn the secret
of firaness and self-sacrifice and then imitate him. If we are not fortunate
to run ‘with them shoulder to shoulder toward the arena of martyrdom, we can
at least be their humble followers. Thus we may discover the key to t heir
spiritual state, to their severance, their attraction, their exhiliration

and their rapture. How they were soaring with the wings of renunciation
towards the highest apex of sanctity.™ Then he went on relating a lon
facinating story.of his own rich 1life while in Bagdad, and how, while ofi 11
very young he spoke about the Cause in a meeting of the Ulemas. Our dear
brother from Eerman left this evening for his owm native land. He had a long
private jnterview with the Beloved in the morning,and was extremely happy
when he came:out of his Presence. It will probably take him four months

to reach Kerman, as he is going to stay a2 few days in each city to mest the
friends and’ cheer their ‘hearts with the recital of his heavenly experiences
in the HOly Land. From here he goes to Port Said, then to India, then tothe
Persian Gulf, then he starts his. slow. journey homeward over the mountanns

and deserts, sbtopping here and there to teach the Cause of the Kingdom.
His.love. anﬂ devotion for the Beloved is really. extraordinary, He is ready
at any: momgnt -to shed his: blood in his Path. May God protect him throughout
his long Journey. ' : _

+

Ahmad Sohrab,




Bahai Neat, Mount Carmel, Haife,
Syria, Warch 2, 1914,

Dear Friends:=

Nine pilgrims, amongst them Karbalai Emran, left today
for their respective homes, but immediately twelve have taken their places
It is as though they had timed the hour of each other's departure and
arrival, It is really marvellous how these men and women come from
digtant c¢limes empity~handed, but leave the Holy Presence with their
hands filled with teries of the Kingdaom, Since our arrival the Pil-
grims' Home has béen & kaleidoscopie scene of many nationalifties and -the
birthplace of many spiritual jdeals, which are comforting the hearts
and creating peaceful wibrations for the guickening of the devotees of
different religions. We can never estimate with frail human standard the
good that an jnstitution like this is doing in this world and the part
that it is playing for the regeneration of dzad souls and "dry bones",.
The uystical spirit of Christ is in the hearts of men, suffering them
to long for better and higher things of existence. For these are
truly wonderful days, so similar %o the days when Christ lived and
taught amongst men. The same spirit is incarnated amongst us, the same
divine characteristics are embodied in & hunan temple, the same fountain
of spiritual Teaching is gushing forth, the same nightingale of celestial
civilization is singing, the same breeze of Bestowals is wafting from
the directaon of Abha Paradise, the same ses of Revelation s moving
the signs of the same Sun of Reality are flooding all the regions, the
same starsg of the loftiest moral charscteristies are shining, Happyl
Ch, happy are these pilgrims, for they come here from distant climes
to have their hearts stirred by these Zephyrs of the rose-garden of Rea-
lity. Eow well they know that the most important need of this and the
cerning age is the promotion of the Bahal ideals; and the promotion of
the Bahai ideals depends largely upon the earnestness and enthusissm of
those souls who come under the standard of Baha'o'llah., For this reason
they willingly undergo all the hardships of the voyage t0 come and stand
onr the bank of this most great Oceqn, and fill their cups according %o
their capacities. When Kexrbslai Emran, with the devnarting pilgrims
entered the Presence of the Beloved, he offered him & bouquet of flow-
ers. He said; "How sweet ia their perfume! The rose-gerden outside
has become the wmirrow of the heart of Esmael Aga. With what solicitude
and tender thoughtfulness he takes care of each:flower, Just now the
garden js in theheight of its bYeauty, We hope that a2 tine will come
when the gardens 0f the hearts of the people of the world may be like
unto the gardens of Esmael Aga, Then changing the subject, he ad-
c¢ressed them as follows: "PraiSe be to God that in this Holy Pilgrimage
of yours, you tarried in this Sacred Spot for some time. You prayed on
the behalf of the believers of God at the Tomb of the Bab and at the
divine Threshold of B=ha'o'llsh, and by day and by night you associated
with me., You shall continue to be with me always; you shall live in
my heart. Not for one moment will you disappear from my mind. I sup-
rlicate from the Favor and Bounty of the Blessed Perfection, that each
of you may become a herald of this Cause, so that with resonant voices
you may guide the people, bedome the source of their enlkghtenment and
the ingtruments of the Glorificetion of the Cause of God. Wherever
you happen to be, rest ye assured that I shall ask for yog from the
Kingdom of Abha that God may assist and confirm you in the illuminatimn
of the world of humenitp, the spiritualization of the souls and the
ganctification and moral refinement o¢f the people; 3n order that
they may become Godplike, divine and heavenly. The world is very dark,

you 60 not illumine it with the 1light of Unity, then who will do 1t?¥
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Tenderly 1he Beldved embraced each one of these big men, kigsing
their cheeks and tapping their backs with his ‘divinehands., He would
not let them kneel before him, but they were weeping, 0, weeping so
hard.

The first scene that met my &yes this morning as I descended the
Mountain was the Beloved bending over a bed of beautiful pink carna-
tions. Raising his head, he looked in my face. M"You are here so early:"
he said, smillng "Come, take this Tablet and go and translete it now,

I forgot to give it 30 you yesterday.”"” While he was speaking with an
Arab who had just arrived,on the science of astronomy, andthe pilgrims
were standing near, stralbing thelr ears to hear his words, I was
translating in a room out of the windows of Which I could see him.
After an hour, he called me into his room snd .put into my hand a number
of petitions to be read and prepared for the afternocon. ZILeaving me in
the room, he went out again to speak to the pilgrims. As we have a
pilgrinm from Boshrouyeh with us, Abdul Baha spoke about the life and
character of a remarkable Bshai woman by the name of Rouhanish, who
lived in that town., He praised her rich gift .of poetry and her eloguent
language while discoursing on the Cauge. Before her death, she beguethed
her housge and all her belongings to the Cause. "I mentiomed her name,”™
the HMaster said, "In America, in & number of my addresses on the egu~-
ality of the sexes. §She wags one ¢of thoge rare women whose efficiency
and beauty of character are considered as illustrious examples to be
followed by others. "God has many servants, and he hiding them behind
the veil of Glory," is . an Arabig¢ saying. Rouhaniah was one of them,

In the future her name will becomewell known and her star will shine
gloriously."”

In the afternoon, the Beloved wsl very happy, znd therefore for
more than two hours, while walking from one end of the room to the other
{sometines sitting on a chair) he dietated many Tablets; firet to the
dditors of two importent newspapers in Cairo; then to Mrs. Isabelle
Brittingham of New York, Mr, H, H. Topekyan, of New Yorlk; Abbas Ally
Butt Cashmitee of Rangoon; Mrs., J. Stannard, Calcutta; Dr., Bahram,
Surat; Mrs, Lua Getsinger, Bombay; Mrs, Lottie B. Smoot, Oakland, Cal,,
Hr. Charles Mason Remey, Washington, D, C, Mr., W, Tudor Pole, €lifton,
England; Mrs. Cowles-deLagnel, Washington, D. C.; Wm. Vernon Bachus,
Cleveland Ohio, and Miss Elizabeth Bowen, Riveton, New Jersy. I was
more than happy t0 see the flood-gates of divine revelation are raisdl
and the windows of the heaven of God's Mercy are opened; so that the
thirsty ground maybe watered, causing the growth of vegctation.

About & o'oclock he sald. "It is enough for to-dayl"™ and I retired
from his Presence to join a company of the friends who were going to
the Pler to bid fariwell to XKarbalai Emran andothers,

The names of the pilgrims who arrived tonight sre as follows:

Ebne Abhsr, a great Teacher in the Csuse, living in Tehersn, and his
two bright clever sons, Abdor-Rahim and Abdol Karim; Haji Baba'
Mashadi Hossein Solmani Ostad Sheer Mohammed Aga Mohsan from Ashkabad
and a Persian servant. There are fowr women in the party, consikting

of Ebne Abhar's wife, his daughter .nd two others, They were received
by the Beloved for a few minutes after onr regular meeting, for they
were kept in the Custan House .for about an hour. Whe n we gathersd in
the reception room, the Master, referring to the departed pilgrims,
s&id: "The bellevers have gone. May Baha'o'llah be with them under
all cirocumstances! They were strong and faithful., Praise be to God
that all the servants of the Blessed Perfection are good and noble,
They are the guintessence of the people of the world. His Holiness
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the Bab gays: 'We have put mankind in the alembic and after due refining
procegses, the believers of God are the fragrant extract! It is in the
quality of devotion and self-sacrifice that the Bahals surpass all the
rest of humani and not in the guantity of thelr numbers. One samll
fruitful tree is bet - er than a hundred fruitless trees of the wilder-
ness,” Then he went on desceribing in great detsil three stories to
Illustrate how great a transformation hag taken place in thse hearts and
lives of the believers, "These souls,"” he said, in the latter part of
his address, "are gquickened through the breath of the Blessed Perfection,
FPor they embodied in their daily acts the gualities of trustworthiness,
fidelity, integrity and rectitude. Thesge helievers 41d not only teach
the Cause through word of mouth, but through shining deeds. The Holy
Divine Manifestations have appeared in this world to instruct mankind

in the school of morality and to read just theinyethical relations.

For without faith and sanctification the moral fibre of the children of
men will not be improved, Just at this time & mad wave of evil habits,
immoral scts, shameless customs and most lewd repregentstions is sweep~
ing over some varts of the world. It seems that the very gates of hell
are flung wide and the ghastly fiends of unbridles desires, dissolution,
sensualism, unchastity and debauchery are set loose, desscrating the
sanctity of the homes and polluting the clear istream of morality., The
fridnds of God must do thelr utmost to purify the world from the stains
of these licentious habits. They must master their innste, God-given
forces, and strike at the very root of evil deede and sccial scourge.
They are the champions 0of a heavenly life, & clean, pure life, a whole~
some, joyous life, a Jjustly-proportioned, artistic life ac¢cording to
the ideas of God and not man, - - The foundation of praiseworthy moral-
ities is faith. The greater the faith of wman #x the more illumined his
life. Faith is a miracle, It has a wonder-working power. Its spirit-
ual influence refines the character, suffers man to become hunble and
meek, places in his heart the fear of God, prompts him to %= devote
his time to humanitarian deeds, spiritualizes his nature, exalts his
ideals and enkindles his lamp. The greater the faithkof man, the more
nunmerous will be his philanthropic actions. Faith is like unto the
treesyy deeds are like unto the fruits, Paith dis like uwnto the lanp,
deeds are like unto the light. Paith is like unto a beautiful body,

deeds are 1ike unto the Spirit."

I hope that all of us may become canfirmed to carry ocut the
gignificant and suggestive instruetions contained in this talk. I
wish there were more time and opportunity to write more fully. I have
not written even a tenth part of the 1ife and teachings of the Beloved.
Even if I attempt to write, descri®e and translate everything, you
will not havefjime to read. A bird's syeview must often satisfy us.
Our purpose is{the teach the Cause, spread the Glad=-tidings of the
Kingdom, and serve the bellievers of God. All the other objects of
life are secondary and unimportant. Having, seen the Light of Truth,
we are following it to the end of the world. ;

Ahmad Sohrap.
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Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, Haifa, Syria, Mav.3, 'l4,
Dear Friends:- |

On the shore of the depthless sea of divine Revelation, I find these
flawlegg pearlks of Truth:-

"0”Thou worshipper of Realityl

*The majority of mankind are the worghippers of superstitutions and
are submerged in the creeds and dogmss of their fathers and ancestors.
They are wholly destitute of the inner, divine Mysteries. uike unto
the donkey of the mill, their motion ig eircular. Starting from ons
point of the circumference, they revolve around. the circle and thus
coutinue their practice over and over aain. From morning till evening
and the poor donkey-midl walks, but not“one step beyong its spherical
rotationg, for its motion is circular in character.

"In similar menner menkind in its journsy and teavel does not at-
teupt to go beyond the circumference of the earth. They revolve contin-
ually around the ceircle of the world of nature. Praise be to God that
thou hast taken s great light, a&nd are moving perpendicularly, and hast
discovered a way from the world of matter to the world of the Kingdom,
Thank thou God that thou didst find such & power. Therefore, as much
as thou canst, increase thy magnamimity and ennoble they aspiration, &0
that thou mayest cause the flight of the birds of reason, release them
from the darkness of imitatior, extricate them from the intricacissof the
world of nature and cause their attainment to the illimjtable immensity
of the Kingdom., Upon thee be: Bsha El Abhal :
(Signed Abdul Bsha Abbas."

To a believer in England he writes:~

"Day and night strive with thy respected wife 850 that the city may
becoms enlightened with the heavenly illumlnatlon be encircled with spire
ituality and innumerable souls be gnided to the Truth- thus they may become
the trees of the Divine Paradise and produce the fruits of the mereiful
Bestowals., "

To Mrs. Getsinger he reveals;-

"0 thou maid-gervant of the Kingdom of God!

"Thy letter was received, and I became informed with its contents.
Praise be to God that thou art confirmed and assisted. I hope this jour-
ney may yield very great results and that thou mayest become ¢ instru-
ment of the promplgation of the Divine Teachings in all the cities of
India; go that mayest leave behind in this world an eternal trace, For
the darxness of ignorance, religious prejudices, racial pre judices and im~
aginary prejudices have encircled the world, oreating geparation amongst
mankind and causing dispersion between the children of men. Peradventure,
God willing, the Bahais may become the meansg ¢f changing this darknewss
into lighte ~ - -

Directions for the program of the sessiong of a Maghrak El-Azkar Convenw
tion;~

"Regarding the Convention of the Maglrak-el-Azkar in - - - Unguestion-
ably if "public meetings' sre organized they will become the means of the
promotion of the Cauvse of God. In these 'public meetings' universal and
not particular principles must be discussed; those principles which I have
expounded in the public meetings'.,  That identical program and no other
nust be followed. It is as follows: The Oneness of the World of Humanity;
the Investigation of Reality; the Essentisl Unity of the Religions ofGod;
the Abandéonment of Religiouns, Denominational, Recial and Patriotic preju=-

dices; the Conformity of Divinme Religion wjth Reason and Science; the
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Religion of God must become the cause of amity and love amongst mankind;
otherwige it is better to forswear it; Equality between Man and Woman;
the Essential Necessity of the Confirmation of the Holy Spirit; the De-
nonstration of Divinity and Inspiration; the Power of the Spiritusl In-~
filuence ®f Baha'o'llah; the Underlying Unity of all the Existing Paiths;
the Dawn of the Sun of Reality from the Horizon of Persia; Universal
Peace; Universal Language; the Bducation of the children of all Religions
under an Universal Stanndard of Instruction and a Common Curriculuwm, - - -~

To the New York believers hé says:-

"Supplicate all of you toward the Kingdom of Abha. Beseech ye and ren-
der ye thankfulness unto the Lord that ye have becims assisted and aided
by this most great Bestowal., Mankind is smitten with the sleep of negli-
gence, but you are awske; all are dead but you have attained to ever-
lasting life, are summoning the people to the Divine Kingdom andare the
cause of the illumination of the world of humanity."

To a friend in Oskland, Cal,, who inquires about the faith of thse
Bahais concerning the Bible, Chriat, etc., he writesy '"The Glory and ex-
altation of the Station of Christ is as o¢lear ag the sun in mid-day from
the Books and Tablets of His Holiness Bah'o'llah, Likewise this subject
ig properly understood through the Epistles of Abdul Baha,

"The object of the Bahai Cause is identical with the object of the
Bible and the Gospel. It is only renewed., The Bahais MUST be informed
as the contents of the Bible &nd the Gospel,

"As regards the station of His Holiness Baha'o'llah, He is the Prom-
igsed One of all the nations and the First T8acher and the Plirst Instructor
of the world of humanity. I am the servant of Baha'o'llash. His Holiness
Baha'o'llah is 1like unto 2 transparent mirror, and the Sun of Reality was
nanifest and evident in Him., Concerning fthe faith of the Bahais about the
Station of His Holiness Christ, they believe that He is the Word of God, =--"

To a believer in Cleveland Ohio, he saysg:;~- .

"Open thou the eloguent tongue and deliver fluent utterances and guide
the souls, so that thou mayst be confirmed with the Breaths of the Holy
Spirit and become the manifestor of the Bestowals of the Kingdom of Abha,

To another friend, in Riverton, J. J., he writes; "Regarding thy
gquestion abonrt the 'morning ' prayers: Both$ 'mornings' are included in
the word 'dawn', and the #dawn' of the Kingdom. When s soul arises in the
worning fromsleep, before everything else he must commemorate the Name of
God in order that he may obtain spirituality and:illumination.“”

Mre., J. Stannard 1s addressed as follows, in a:long Tablet;-

"Oh thou herald of the Kingdom of God.,! - -

Praise be to God that thou hagt become confirmed in spreading the hea~
venly Teachings in that country. It is assured that this jomrney widl be
exceedingly fruitful. = - They (the Bahais) must be the spreaders of spir-
ituel principles, so0 that the hearts of all mankind may coumunicate with
each other and religious and racial prejudices be wholly abandoned. All
the surface of the earth ig one native land; the foundation of all the
Divine Religions is one, and all humanity are the progeny of one man. A
Just man is honored, no matter to what nation he belongs, = ="

The following is addressed to a very ardent and active Zorocastrian Ba-
hai in India, who met Abdul Baha in London, and will bring this series to v/
a cloge:; = "P thou kind friend! Those days we were in London we asgociatedy
together with the utmost love. They are preserved in my memory and are
not forgotten. A4t the time the Fragrance of the Love of God was breathed
in thy heart, and thou didst acquire a new 1ife. Thy heart was pure and
immanculate, therefore, the effulgence of the Sun of Reality whone upon it 7
immediately. Thank thou God that thou wert confirmed with such Bestowal, .

be¢ame the manifestor of the most great guidandey transiudent mirror. Day
and night strive that that country may become illumined and the nostrials of
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the seekesrs be perfumed with the Pragrances of the Merciful, - - -,

‘The day was filled with interesting events, chief amongst them was the
departure of Zeenat Kahnom for America. She is going to travel with Mrs,
Wise. Zeenat Kahnom will be the wife of our brother, Doctor Bagdadi. A
long Tablet was dictated by the Master to him, in which he said the girl
was educated and trained in His Household from early childhood. Another
short Tablet was revealed in his holy hand to the American believers, the
contents of which as nearly as I remember, is as fodlows:

"O ye believers of Godl: We are sending to America the Maid~Servant of
God, Zeenat Khadom, with Mrs, Wise. 0She is on her way to Chicago. Un-
qudstionably all the friends of God will exercige the utmost consideration
t0 Zeenat Kahnom. (Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.

I have no doubt that her arrigal in America and her stay amongst our
brothers and sisters will be an added imvetus toward the Unity of the East
and the Wegt. Brought upoin the calm, infinitély delicate atmosphere of
the Holy Family, imbued with the spiritual besuty of the divine life of
the Beloved, £illed with the dreams and silence of the magim Bast, she
will make many hearts happy. The inner life of a gpiritual-hearted Eastern
woman is a garden of imperishable flowers. It is deep, calm, balanced.
Her gentle ideals and thoughts are "of a delicacy of perception sqgiine and
subtle that language itself is too coarse to express their miraculous
shadings and discriminations.”" It is a rose, the "fragrant loveliness™ of
which perfumes all nostrils. "It is revelation of indefinable things-
of beauty and strength in repose, of an irridescent mistiness which sub-
dues and softens the form and color of all things seen, of a silence that
is not cold and empty, but faintly musical and tinted, of a sound beyond
all hearing and a vision beyond all sight.” '

In the morning the Oriental Pilgrims met Abdul Baha in the garden, and
he gave a long, interesting talk. 1In the afterncon I was with the Bslobked
till late in tlde evening, and then he graciously asked me to stay and have
supper &and remain overnight. If I want to describe my five or six hours
with him, I have to write many, many more pages, Two persons called on
him who asked many questions about the Bible, the story of Genesis, the
angwers to all of which I was fortunate enough to write down. The up shot
of all our efforts and strivings is to serve the Cause, sprsad the Message
and sttract NEW souls to the Kingdon of Abha. The Bahal. Cause has not
come for you or me in an individual sense, It .is for the whole world. OHly
in that sense it belongs to us., It ig our bounden duty to avail ourselves
of every means to promulgate these Teachings amongst the children of men.

Ahmad Sohrab,



Dahal Vesty Hount Carnmel,
¥gifa, Syria, March 4, 1914,
Pear friends: :

Zeensl Khanom is the daughter of Hossgein ige, who
wes the personal sttenddant of our veloved. His father's
lame wes Hajl Ali Asghzr, and he was one of the prominent
merchants of fabriz, and an old, earnest Bahai. Be and his
fanily migrated to Adrianople and were most hapvpy to live
near the 3lessed Rerfection. £he old ian opened a store
and engayed in business, when the question of Baha'o'llzah's
exile to another distant point was rumored sbroad, Haji All
Asghar went to Bsha'o'llah and supplicated and pleaded to
be included in the company. Raving gained the permission,
he heunily announced that on such and such a day he would
sell all of h:s goods at auction, wihich he did at a very
heavy lpss; but he was so joyous becsuse he was going to
accompany Baha'to'llah thst he did not care if they brought
him nothing at all. And so it happened that Baji Ali Asghar,
hls wife, his son Hossein Aga, and nis three daughters were
included in the blessed company of exiles to Accs. Wrhen the
exlled party reached the pestilential townh of Acca, the
saunthorities lodged them in the military Barracks, Kosseln
Aza at this time was & young man, and was deddiled by the
Blessed Perfection to the personal service of Abdul Raha,.
When the 3eloved received guests, as Xe was wont to do at
all times, Fosseln Aga was there to serve coffee or tea and
hubble-butble or cigareties. After two years of close con—
finement in the Rarracks, the authorities gave peruission
to 3aha'o'llah and Eis companions to leave that place and
rent housges in the town and live within its limits,

At thst time there lived in Acca a 3ahal by the

hame of Monhaiuned Ibrahim Aueer, a& Bahal veteran who took

an active part in the famous events of ¥avreez and whose
history =slone makes a DoOX. Years before he had left
Persia and migrated 1o Ragdad to look in the Face of his
Lord, and from that time on he never left Bsha'o'llah, in
the housshold of Raha'o!llah there lived a nice, lovely
girl, and after leaving the Military Barracks she was se-~
lected as the future wife of Moheiamed Ibrahim Auecr,

ouietly they were marrcied, and years reolled on, each year
adding its quota of happiness and wliss. From this marriage
a girl was born, and she was given the Tascinating name of
Badienh Ehsnom. . Under the proteciing wing of the Blessed
Perfection she grew up. Let us not forget that during all
these vears Hossein Aga had been falthfully serving our
Beloved, ahd never leaving Him one day. Uneonsciously this
zirl and this boy had neen developing and advancing towsrd
one common destiny, and now the time had come for their
stars to meet in the same constellatiocn, Lol Hosseln
Aga and Badi-eh Xhanom were engaged, and after the lapse of
aa short time they were married. Bhey. lived together most
haprily, the husband continuing his services at the court
of Abdul 3aha. in the gourse of time: God blessed them with
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with six fine children, three boys and three girls.  They
are 9ll living, fhe names of the boys are Mohamned, Ahmad

and 4Ata, and the girls! nsmes are Pateman Ihanom, Zeenat
Ihanom and :fabour Ehanom, £he eldest v¢rl Patewah Xhnanoid,
is cngqgeu to our dear orsthey Mirza Ali bar, who was with
the Master in America and whom you all inow and love very
mich, ?he middle girl, Zeenat fhanom, 18 on he™ way to
America to be the wife of our faithful brot:er, Doator 2ag-
¢adl, and the youngest of all, Habour Xhanom, is attending
the Qolliege in Tedimntb.

It was a laaentable loss to the 0suse when two
years g0, n:le the Master was traveliny in Awericsa, our
dear broiher Hossein Aga fell from the window of his house
in Hgifa, a & passed away from this 1life on tne smie Zay.

The halievers of Xalfa and Adcca tell us trat he possessed a
reugrikable aeaory for reciting 211 the oartlsul rs in con-
nestion with the history of tie nause, u30F01ally those

events in whiceh he was an agtive pspticivant. Were he
LEYb0e Lo Cqudeptbenn f“‘@ﬂl%‘%ﬂ%“‘élﬁQ%EﬁSP'fHFEtiBﬁ #E 90Fing
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Tiberius, and then he later returned to tie Reloved. Ihe
eharacter of Hossein Aga was irreproachable; e had a most
excellent disvosition, he was never seen in an excited
conditicon, but was alwayq ¢ali and even teipgered. &isg
sszoaistlon was soothing and t"anqulli 2ing. gouposed in
manner, 2zln under all clrouﬁstan ne 1mpressed gveryone
wno zadie 11 contact with him with tne'sweetness of his
snirit and the simpiicity of nis life, mring hi.. forty
vagrs of service to Abdul Raha everynhody was pleasad with
him, prligrias, stranzers and the res.qentas 07 Acca, Eveyyone
romembered the suavity and kinaness of Aosse.n AZa. i have
heara, oiten, th: Haster dwelling on nis name and praising
hig inimitedle virtues and merits, 2o illustrate the ania-—

bility of his character, one of the bellevers related the
following story:

Years s5go & number of pilrxrims arrived in Acca to
vigit the Reloved. After staying thelr allotted time, they
received verwdssion to retirn to thelr respecthive countries,
Brdzing the bellevers farewell they left Acca for mHaifa,
Hardly hsd half an hour pasced when one of the pllgrius was
seen running back toward thne house of 'the Master, and inguiring
for Kossein Aga. YThere he is," and he was poitted out.

"On, Hosseln Agal® the pligrim saiad *iMirza __ sent me back

to get frow vor the two dollars tnat you owe him. In the

Wwirry of our lesvilz he forzot to ask you.t Fosszein Aga
looked at him a Little pugzzled and gave him the woney without
2emending exrlanation, Taking the money he hzstened buack

£0 Join the companions. After investigztion, Mirzs

found that he haed asked the monsy Iron the Wwrong Derson.

As it so havrnened there lived in Acca another believer by the

naimme of Hosasein, He harried back to Acca 1o offer his a-

vologies to Hossein Aga for the mistske of personalities,
vishy wid you not tell the uwessenger that you fid not owe we

anything?" twell, he anewered, "I thourht you needed the

money andi I eould afford to wart with it with wleasare,

There is no difference between you and ne."
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Bahai ﬁest, Mount Carmel,
Haifa, Syria, March 5, 1914,

Dear Friends:-

__"Be thou a distributer of roses!" the Master said, as he handed a
handkerchief filled with roses to Mirza Hossein Haji, and in turn Mirza
Hossein divided them amongst all the pilgrims who were gathered in the
large reception room to hear the Master's worde of wisdom. The Belov-
ed's desire is that. every one of us may become the distributer of the
ideal roses of the Kingdom of Abha, the fragrances of which perfume the
congeiousness of all mankind. "Be thou a distributor of roses!"™ he may
Just as well say to all of us; for this is the highest position in the
world of humanity. While the roses were being distributed, the Master
continued his talk; "There are many kinds of roses, but this kind (I am
sending five of them to Mr., Hannen) is the most fragrant. The extract
of roses is taken from this. The Blessed Perfection alwsys loved this
gpecie of rosges, Large bowls containing the same, decorated the table of
his room all the time., The fragrance of this rogse has a great refining
effect upon the humaen constitution. Baha'o'llah loved perfumes very
much, and He always used the attar of roses. The physical susceptibili-
ties of the Blegsed Perfection were very great., His sense of smell was
very keen indeed, and also His eyesight, and up to the end of His life
he read the finest type without the aid of glasses., The Holy, Divine
Manifestations are even superior and distinguished in their physical
powers from the rest of mankind; For example, even when the Blessed
Perfection was not feeling well, his pulse would beat regularly like
the pulse of a young man 20 years 0ld. Foxr the lagt three years of His
Life He hardly ate anything. The servants brought the tray before Him;
He would look at the various dighes, eat & few mouthfuls, and then it
was immedistély removed; yet the pulse was normael. At that time there
was & Greek Doctor who regularly called on the family whenever any of us
was not feeling well. One day he was allowed to stand in the Presence
of Baha'o'llah, He looked ihto Hig Face and His Eyes, and asked permis-
sion td fesl his pulse. After due examination, the Doctor expressed his
agtonishment, and said that he had never seen a constitution so highly
sensitive as that of Baha'o'llah, = = ="

Then he told a story of the imprisonment of the Blessed Perfection
in TPeheran, the sufferings of the Bahais, their heroic stand and their '
unexampled fortitude in the face of the most dire persecutions. Every
time he repeats a certain story of the Cause, which I have heard before,
he adds further side=lights, making it at once instructive and more
comprehensive, : These additions I hope to add to the original stories
recited in these letters, whenever I find time for revision in the future,
After the address, the 0lder son of Ebne Abhar, 9 Mears old, recitéd a
wonderful Tablet from the pen of the Center of the Covenant, When the
neetings was over I woote it down, and I should like to share its con-

tents with you.

") ye believers of God! Avoid the smell of iggorant prejudices
the bling enmity and hatred and the racial, patriotic and religious
superstitibns which are in toto inconsistent with Divien Religion, op-
posed to the good-pleasure of God and conducive to the depriwation
of man from the Bestowals of the Merciful. .
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Abgtract yoursslves from these imaginations, and cleanse and polish the
mirrors of your hearts from the dross of these ignorant prejudices = thus
you may become very wise and loving to the world of humanity, serving
mankind with faithfulness and entertaining not: the least race of ill-
feeling against the individual members of any natjon any religion, any
community, any race and any cowtry. Exercise toward all the utmost friend
liness and amity. Perchance thriough the Providence and Bounty of God
the horizon of mankind may become purified and: sanctified from these
black clouds of unenlightened bias and dark hostility and aversion. Strive
that day by day you may become the cauge of love d amity amongst all
the nations of the world. - - God has created you ow'-admonition, exhortation,
the readjustment of morality, the illumination and the spiritualzzation
of the world of humanity. This is your duty. Upon thee be greetlng and

raigel™
P (8igned) Abdul Baha Abbas.

In the morning the Beloved walking through the garden, called for

Ebne Abhar, and for more than an hour he spoke with him about the Cauge
in Teheran. Large meetings are Being held in the last mentioned city
Rasht, Bskou and other points, and people are increasingly attracted to
the Cause of God., In a publio meeting in Rasht, a nobleman who had met
the Beloved in Parls, said: "I am not a Bahai, neither am I interested
in the Movement; but I had the- pleasure of meeting Abdul Baha in Egypt,

and I oan declare fearlessly that he is two yards above the heads of all
humanity.” - :

Our pilgrims from other_parts'report marked progress of the Move-
ment and are filled with the joyous service of humasnity. Someone asked
the Master how he cold serve his fellow-men, His answer is universal
and can be applied to all the believers. He said; ™Be thou oceupied
in guiding souls, If you want to educate & person, you must strive for
many sears, exhort him, advise him and train him with much difficulty.
Thig is one way of teaching the souls through the inculeation of morsl
legsons by slow degrees. The other way is through the guidance of God
and the Gescent of the Holy Spirit. When a person is taught through-
the Love of God, there will come over him a radical change and his moral
life will become transformed ingtentaneously, snd his conduct and men-
ners will become spiritual,, Therefore, the greatest service to be ren-
dered to the human world.is to guide to the right path, to be the means
of the salvation of the souls, so that the dark ones mey become il-
lumined, the defective perfeot the earthly ones heavenly, extinct ones

enlightened the satanic Onea angelio - thus they may all attain to et-
ernal life, m , )

-Ahmgd Sohrab,




FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRASB

Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel,
Haifa, Syria, March 6, 1914.
Dear Friendsi=

After nearly four months of absence, our old friend ¥irza
Ali Akbar is back from Bakou, Russia, hale and hearty. With him
have come his sister and her husband and a dear little girl of
three years, also Sheikh Mohamed Ali and his son of about fifteen
years. Sheikh Mohammed Ali is a learned Bahai, a teacher and a
writer of unusual ability and talent. He lived in Ashkabad, and is
well known throughout the Bahai world. Ille is tall and vigorous.

He has a dark but extremely pleasant face, penetrating eyes and a
black beard. He is a voeal teacher, and consequently chants the
tablets very beautifully., Their steamer arrived last night, but
they landed this morning., I was & little late in descending the
mountain, and so when I entered the garden I heard the Beloved had
asked for me two or three times, I hurried to the reception room
and found the Yaster engaged in conversgation with the newly arrived
pilgrims, They were telling him about .the Cause in Russia, and in
turn he was inquiring about the health 0f the various bellievers,

"Ho difficulty, no matter how insurmountable," he said,
"must discourage us. In the long run all the perplexing problems
of the Cause will be solved. Our trust is on the Blessed Perfec-
tion. He will unlock all the sealed doors before our faces. Praise
be to God that in these days, wherever you go, you meet believers
who are making their utmost effort to teach the truth.”

After a few more minutes' talk he bade them retire and
regt after their long, arduous trip of sixteen days. Then I was
left alone in the room. e got up from his seat and commenced to
walk., Approaching me to the point that I could feel his breath,
he looked smilingly and lovingly into my eyes. With his gentle
warm hands he patted my shoulders and both my cheeks gently several
times., It was as though he set loose the batteries of his spiritu-
al, oreative energy, and I felt myself trembling and shaking while
the tears rolled down my cheeks.

“Congider," he said, with & firm tone, as he left we in
this confused state and continued his walk, "and reflect over the
favors and bounties of the Blessed Perfection, how he hath made
thee known throughout the East and the West, Tow=day all my tablets
and talks are transmitted to the outside world through thse. Re-
fiect over this station and appreciate thou its heavenly value,
Render thou thanksgiving unto .the Creator of the heavens and earth
for thus suffering thee to become the object of this everlagting
glory. Thou art my friend of the 'Cave.' Thou art my old friend.
Praise and glorify God every moment of thy life, so that day by day
these eternal bestowals wmay descend upon thee more abundantly, T
will send thee to America, &nd I will send thee with such power as
to astonish the people and amaze the beholders. The favors of the
Blessed Perfection will encircle thee, and his grace will descend
upon thee incessantly." . (Oh I was g01ng to plead with him not to
send me away from him, T actuallj did so, but he turned his wone
derful face and repeated the words twice. j "I will send thee to



Amarica, I will sand thee to America. All the believers of {od
love thee now, but when I gend thee back to America they will love
thee more, infinitely more, I will send thee back with the heaven~
ly power, the confirmation of tlie kingdom, and the divine potency.
Kest thou assured of this. I will dedicate thy life to the service
of the Cause. "I will baptize thee with the fire of the love of
God. Day and night work and prepare thyself. Sanctify and glorify
Fod. A pereon who is taught and instrueted by me, a person who has
aggociated with me by day and by night, must move and thrill the
world of humanity with the gpiritual dominion of the kingdom of
Abra. VWait, wait, and thou shalt see to¢ what & station I shall
cause thee to ascend. The penetration and influence of the ¥ord of
God are miraculous. The power and majesty of the Cause of Eahs'to's=
llah are extraordinary. He holds in his grasp the scepter of 'He
especializes with hie grace whomsocever he pleases,' and he keeps in
his hand the law of 'ls doeth whatsoever he willath,'"

- By this time I was weeping like a child, I knew in amy
heart how weak and impotent I am, how truly incapable I am t¢ ful-=-
fil even one of these lofty comands of the king of Xings, Daily
he is putting wore responsibilities on my ghoulders, and making ne
feel their moral and intellectual weighti It is impossible to de~-
sert the camp., One must go forward and onward, and only through
the prayers and supplications of the friends spiritual assistance
is secured and vouchsafed.

Then he started to dictate tablets for ¥rs. Helen Goodall,
San Yraneciscoj Ifr, and Mrs. Gregory of Washington, D. C.; lirs,
Asseyeh Allen, Yrg. Dixon, and the Stuttgart believers. While he
was diceting the above tablets the effect of his words to me was so¢
great that I could not stop the tears falling from ay eyes.

To~day all the pilgrims went to Acca, but as it was rain=
ing wll day they could not visit the holy tomb, so they cid not rew
turn in the evening.

In the afterncon, I was pleased to stand again in the
pragsence of the Beloved. e gave me six mandarines, and ordered
Basgheer to bring coffee., Apropos of habit, he said!

"Formerly I was 80 accustomed that I alept in Acca in the
same small room with thirteen other souls, but now if there sleeps
another person in my room I lie awake all night. Once there were
many pilgrims, and I asked Takl Menshadl to come and sleep in ny
room, He was my room mate for nearly a week, and I could hardly
sleep. Habit is bad, and as nuch as possible we must shake oftf its
tenacious effect.®

Ahmad Sohrab.
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Bahai Nest, MountCarmel, Haifa, Syria, Mar. 7, 'l1l4.

Dear Friends:-~

Degcending the Mountain is now & pleasant daily task. As soon as 1

get up I go to the Pilgrims’' Home, pay & short visit to the friemds, drink
a cup of tea and then with Mirza Mshmoud or & member of other believers
gtart for the abode of the Beloved, I hardly stay in my nest nowadays
except in the evenings. These are actilVe, happy days. The Masgter is
well, the Cause is progressing everywhere, the believers are united in
harmony all over the world, the Pilgrims arrive with every steamer; from
the East and the West the sry of Ya Baha El Abhe reaches to the ears
of the dwellers of Mount Carmel, and there is a spirit of jollification
and thankfulness abroad. Ag we descend the mountain the thrushee of cheer-

fulness preaching on the branches of the trees of our hearts break into
gongs and the hymns of happiness and rejoicing flow from our lips.

No sooner had we arrived at the home of the Lord then he sent for us -
Mirza Mahmoud and myself - and we were truly joyous t0 be the recipients
of his ever gracious welcome. He saild that his health was good and he was

growing better daily, for which we thanked God, For nearly half an hour
he gpoke to us about the difficulties of the Cause and howsll are crowd-
ing one after another demanding his attention.: "I am all alone", he said,
"and I must attend to every small detail,” Then he dictated about 5 or 6
Tablets for the American belisvers, While he was dictating the last one
the door opened and Mr. and lrg. Holbach came in, They had been away for
two days, having gone to the place of Jacrifice -~ reputed to be the Altar
of £1ijah, where the fire came down from heaven and burned the prophet's
sacrifice, After reciting their thrilling experience of donkey riding and
being caught in the rain on their return trip the Master said:

"The Altar of Sacrifice is the living heart of mesn and not a few
pleces of dead stones, The fire that came down from heaven was no other
than the Fire of the Love of God descending from the heaven of the Divime

Wills; the bullocks are human and carnal desires and appetities which are
entirely burned away by this Ideal RFire, leaving the spiritual Altar
cleansed and pure and heavenly celestial gualifications and attributes will
take the place of former blameworthy qualities. The killing of the priests
of Baal means that the enemies of truth were so filled with wrath against
the triumph of the Caunse of Righteousness that they perished by their own -
defeat." Then apropos of something else he said.

"The Bible and the Gospel are mogt honored in the estimatiod of all
the Bahaig., One of the spiritusl utterances of His Holiness Christ in
his Sermon on the Mount is preferable to we than all the writingsof the
rhilosophers. 1t i3 the religious duty of every Bshai to read and com~
prehend the meanings of the (01d and New Testament.”

Agsin he saidj- "Whosoever desires to know ‘the history of this Cause
and its tenets must come to us and not go to those who are prejudiced and
biased. For if the seeker for information goes to the latter people he
will surely deprive himself of the real facts.™

About noon I came out of the room of the Master., 1n the afternoon
he called on a few officials of the town and later on dictated Tablets
to Mirza Moneexr for the Driental Bahais. '

When evening came around all the pilgrims were ready in the house a-
waiting the summons of the Beloved., Finally the time came and when every-
one had taken his seat the uaster delivered a long, instructive address,
parts of witel I will translate herein.:~ "The greates? proof of the Bles-
'sed berfection - may my life be a ransom to him - consgigts in the fact
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that he was always manifest and evident under all conditions and ciroum=-
stances. He was never concealed nor wag he disguised for one day. In
Persia in. Bagdad, in Constantinople, In Adrianople and in the mogt great
prison, Baha'o'llah ever withatood the persecutions of the enemies ang

kept His own ground in the face of all the world, He never attempted to
protect or shield himself for one second, Before all nations and all re-
ligions He proclaimed His Cause and declared His Teachings. The foes wsre
resisting the spread of the Cause with the gresatest hostility and His
Blegssed Breast was the target for an hundred thousand arrows, It ig re-
vegled in the Visiting Tablet: "Verily I bear testimony that the eye of
creation hes not witnessed a Wronged One like unto Thee., Once Thou went
under the chains and fetters and then Thou went beneath the sworde of

the enemies. 'Continuvally He wes threatendd with the darts and javelins
of the adversaries. He cried: omt 'We have burned away the veil andthe
shroud and are enkindled with the Fire of the love, Like unto the candle
we are set aglow and similer to the Beluved we are ever present in the
gatherings of the Lovers. 'It is well-nigh beyond belief that notwith-
etanding all these dangers, the Blessed Perfection was protected., The
condition was like that of a deer, although surrounded by a hundred thou-
sand hounds, attacking it from every aide, yet it is protected by an in-
vigible power =--, The greater the Cause the more stupsndous the up-
heavals., The vaster the ocean, the more tumultuous its teumpests. A lake
ig not as turbulent as a sea, The waves the Mogt Great Sea, are in im-
petuous, ungovernable, The foams and scums of & great sea are huge, pro-
digioug. The revolutions, the events and happenings that transpirc and the
difficulties that arise in a Movemfnt are likened in the Xorarn t0 the

scums and foams on the surface of a raging sgea, It is said: 'When the
different streams of & torrent descend from the heights of several moun=-
teins, becoming a great volume of roaring, boiling, tumbling, angry waters,
on the surface of it there shall unquestionably appear much debris and rub-
bish; the foam and scum will be formed, The exact text is: 'We cause the de
downpour of the rains from heaven, thus creating & torrent. The torrent
thus descending the mountain fills 811 the hollow plasces and the cavities
in the ground. 'The Cause of God is likened unto the descent of the rain
from heaven, revelutionizing the placid cureent. of the thoughts of men,
Then it is said: 'On the surface of the torrent there will be formed foams
0of a vanishing qualiity.' These are the difficulties and obstacles rising
in a Movement." Again he said: "These scums are temporary and transient.’
These events are ephemeral and 4o npot last. That part of the torrent which
benefits mankind remains as residuum in the earth. That which is the cause
of 1ife and salvetion in the Movement will last and is eternzl and estab-
lished., Now in this age the most weighty Cause is the Cause of the Blessed
Yerfection, It is the greatest Dispensation of all the by-gone ages and
cpcles, 1Its revolutions are world shaking; its obstacles are tremenduous,
its impediments are infinite,

"The believers of God must dispel the darkunewss of these difficulties
with heavenly perspicacityvand superhuman Knowledge. Like unto the Light
of this lamp they must cause the disappearance of the gloom of irreso-
lvtion and vacillation. They must solve every problem arising in the
Cause with the Power of Faith, the Power of Assurance, the Power of Truth
and the Power of the Holy Spirit; so that this @ause may not have another
setback. Were it not for the successive visible and invisible attacks of
the friemds and strangers, this Cause would have been established by this
time in the hearts of all mankind. Although after the crusifixion of His
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Holiness Christ, the Apostles were shaken, yet soon they were awakened to \‘), -
the realization of their responsibilities ané made aware of the character Q
of their positions,  They became firm and steadfast as the rock. Then -Qf”
they arose to illumine the :lamps ‘of the lost Cause and straighten the m-
path of the Kingdom. - They. forgot. everything and were filled with Christ.
They left behind homes, . famjlies, rest, composure, friends, and travelled
. throughout the world to spreéd: the Gospel.. His: Holiness christ wag their,
lives, They guided mankind ti1) ‘the lagt hour of desth and then they
were martyred in the Path .of Christ. “That 18 the primal reagon that
Christianity became a world-wide teadhing and is based upon the preaching
of these eleven apostles.: ~e-¢ tiie EXHYY oL A¥XBX
EXREXEE XX EYBR N BN S XA XER 5239
wag more efficacious.than th work of eleven hunﬂreq or eleven thousend
or eleven hundred thousand “often: one. man ig equal to & thousand, That
ig why the Cause of God. Wasg . protected,and -promulgated broadeast; the
banner of God was upraised; thé Divire Eragranees were diffused and the
Sun of Reality shone upon: all ‘regions,  ~

"In & similar manner all of us must banish from the spheres of our
minds all the names, mentions).and: thoughts save Beha. To know and rec-
ognize Baha &nd his comménds. ' This:is our Heavenly Power! This is ‘the
Confirmation of. the Kingdomi 'This® i8 the ‘cauge of tur spiritual attrac~
tiond This.is conducive :to ‘our: even;aeting gloryl . I'declare by God
nothing elsePand-theé motive ‘¢F our:honor’in this: ‘world, -As each one of
your present in this meeting: returne ol hie respective home:, let him
carry away these words with him ‘8nd’ speak ‘gboutithe  to the believere-
so that all the friends with one heart, one reaolution, one 3pirituality
one attraction, and one spirit arise in the service of the Cause, unfurl
the flag of Brotherhood, diffuse the 'rays of the Sun of Universal Peace,
plant the new seeds of heavenly civilazation, scatter the Teachings of the
Unity of Religions, dispel the darkmess.of dogmas, declare the Glad-Tidings
of the Oneness of ‘the world of humsnity and- uplift the children of men
from the depth: of deapair. : L6t .the: watch-word the belaevers be Love}
Love of God and I.ove of Ma.n nE L&iMa'ﬁ- %J&z@d—
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. vage. ..During the days of MoOhammed , people did not recognize Him. As

.8r and eﬁjerior wasg left they gathered around ;and hastened toward it.”

~.1\ Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, Haifa, Syria
HE MBI’Ch 8 1814,

Dear.Friehdsﬁ-

T am not a lover of the house but I am a 1ovér‘of the

_householder." says &n Arabiec verse. The BEhais 8re not the worshippers

of forms, but they are the adorers of Reality, They love the Truth no
matter from what gource. it appears. This morning the Beloved was

‘gpeaking to a Bahai Haju who has just arrived from Damascus. He is a

very old man with a long white beard and stooped shoulders. The Islamic
world gives the highest reverence to the black stone in Mecea, and no
person’s pilgrimage is accepted unless he touches that stone and kisses
1it, Thus the Master in his talk with the Haji dwelt .on the formul-
istic aspect of this custom of generations. "The mags of mankind," he
said, "are yot breathing the poigonous air of ritualism. They have not
elevated their minds to the highest altitude of Divine Worship. They aw
yet incapable of worshipping God in Spirit and Truth. Like children
they are in need of an outer symbol., Like maimed people they cannot
walk without crutches. They visit the House ¢f God but they do'not

know about Him. They hear the Voice of God but they do not answer., BSuch
people merit to wprehip the stone and not the Lord of Mankind, To
admire the vase and not inhale the fragrance:of the bouquet is not the
quality of the true worahippere. Now, millions of people have forgot-
ten the houquet of flowers and have attached their hearts to the empty

He- passea through the streéts. they: threw refuge over His head fran the
roofs. of the houses, they. lamed Him by casting lsrge pieces of stones
upon His feet, they broke His teeth, they chided Him as & ;lunatic and
rebuked Him as an erratic man, a disturber of the peace and a corrupter
of morals. - But now kings and rulers, princes:and Ulemas pride them-
selves as being spiritually related to Him, ‘and they worship the very
ground which was blessed by His feet, While the inner reality was
present in their midst -they. ran: away from Him, but when only an out-

: After thia meeting,,he called ‘in other pilgrims and he
spoke to them about other things, always joy-imparting, always dynenmic,
alwaysithiliarating, always inspirational. ‘from Ebne Abhar he inquired
about many teachers and his two sons chanted prayers. When they left,
again I was fortunate to be alone with him in the room. For one hour
he walked to and fro, not speaking a word buft he was in deep thought.
Then he asked the time from Basheer, and find:ng that it wag noon $
retired. The two wide awake sons of Ebne Abhar contributed a great
deal, t0 his happiness. . They 1ive with their mother and sister in the .
Holy Pamily, and in the morning and- evening they chant Tablets, prayers
and Bahai poems for the’ Beloved. .Although very young they are ‘extEa~-
ordinarily intelligent -and’ "teach" the Cause in 'a very zomamefmixsmx
effective manner. They. ‘Master asksithem many questions and they give
wonderful answers. In the affernoon the Master dictated many Tablets
for the famished Orieptal believees, and when the evening came there
was no meeting. Just the same, "the believers .and pilgrims gathered
in the room, speaking and reading the Words, and when the time came
in the. charming moon-1ight night we ascended the Mountain, while sing-
ing son 8 of . gladness and -jo ousness. again my 0l@ snd _tried friend

M rzg gk%ar walked beside me, relating the story 0of his four months
WQr

eaching ouﬁ in"the fiel dee
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The baest way to bring this letter to a close is with the life
giving words of the Master. To the German believers he writesg:=

"0 ye friends of God and the- ‘majd-servants of the Merciful!l

nYour letter was received. : Itw words end significances implied
a susceptidbility of coneciOusnee], ~.Praise be 't0 God that the heavenly
benediction hath descended upon<that: country; the engigh of Truth is
upraised,,the clouds of - suporstitions gre ‘being scattered and it is the
beginning of the dawn of ‘the Dlvine Morn from the Horizon of Signif-
icances. I turn my face toward the Ideal Heaven and in a supplicating

* and imploring manner beg.from .the Lord of Hosts to illumine always the

transparent hearts of those friends with the effulgence of the Sun of -
Reality and to perfume the nostrils. of the believers with the musk~
diffusing fragrancei  May the hearts be more enlightened day by day,
and the apirits be more attracted‘ :

C "Upon ye be Baha El Bbha'
o o Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.

To another believer about the imoortance of the International
Panama Exposition in San. Francisco he‘writes'

“0 thou.herald of the Kingdom of God. ' '

»I% i the’ eariy morn;-and . youn, . your beloved daughter and
Mrs. ~ -~ came. to my mind.- Immedhately I. oceupied myself in writing thee
thig epistle. - Truly I say ”"che ¢ause of the. happiness of the
hearts; and always thinking atve the Kingdoam of God. .

M"The believers oizGo must from this date think about the
International Panama Exposition, &0 that during the Exposition they may
arrange meetings, deliver eloQuent speeches and announce the Glade-
Tidings of the Kingaom of God,: stating in their talke that the Sun of
Reality hath dawned from the horizon.of Persis and flooded the regions
with its glorious lights. Then mentwon those principles which I have
declared in meetings and assemblages. : For everyone goes there either
i the hope of amusement or. recreation, but you, ®Who are bslievers of
God, enter ye the Expoeition with the h0pe of summoning the people to
the Divine Kingdom and obtaining the Breaths.of the Holy Spirit. If
from other cities of America ‘some of the believers of God come to Calif-

ornia to co~-operate with you 1in: ‘the diffusion of khe Pragrances of God,
this is also permitted and’ acceptable. - - =T _ )

i

iﬁlf'ghméd Sohiab. C :
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Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, Haifa Syria-,
March 9, 1914.

Dear Friends:-

. An American minister by the name of Mr. Briggs called on
the Beloved this morning. . He was aocompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Holbach.
_They met him_las@lp the subject of the Bahai Revelation, and Mr. Briggs,
having feard some hing ahout the Movement in the United States expressed
the wish to meet the Master, For the lamt rine months he has: been tra-
velling thro' Eonolulu, Japan, China, India-and now he is here to see
vwhat he can of the Holy Land, He is mainly interested in the study
of the work and methods of the American Missionaries in foreign lands.

When he entered the room, the Master arose from his seat
and welcomed him. After the exchange of the preliminary courtesies,
the Beloved asked: '"Are you fully informed of the teachings of Baha'-

o'lleh?" "I have read a few addresses given by you in the churches and
mestings of America," he answered. ,

;4; "The human principles of Baha' '1lak have enlightened the
East, They have lald waste the fowndation of prejudices. The structure
of creeds snd dogmas is destroyed and the primal object of the religi ons
is revealed. He has proclaimed the oneness of the world of humanity.
The ultimate object of all religions is Onse. Dogmas have bred differen-
ces, All the religionists caour together that there must of necessity
be an intermidiary between God and man. One community claims that in-
termediary to be Moses; another cries out: . 'No ! No! You are all wrong.
The Divine Intermidiary ig Jesus Christ!" and the followers of Islam
aver moat emphatically that: the channel was Mohammed. Strange to note
that none of these so-called devout champions have seen their Prophets,
and would not recognizedthem if they appeared today before theiréyes.
Thus you observe clearly that all dissentions =2nd quarries are over the
name and not the Reality. PFighting over the supposed superiority of one
name over another has retarded the progress: of the world and led to
bloodshed and rapine. (Here the Master told him the story of the . .five
men who were of aj many naftionalities and strapgers to each others?
tongue., With a piece of coin which belong to all, each one desired to
buy grapeg but could not understand that his brother wanted the same
thing. Misunderstanding each others' motive, they disagreed, but whes-
a tray of grapes was brought in, by one who. understood their languages,
they saw they all wanted the same thing. As long as they were holding
to the names, they agreed. Now as long as the deyotees of the religions
are disagreeing amongst themselves, there is no Unity and Peace is absent;
but when they staxt to investigate "the Reality back of these nasmes, the
ultimate Truth will be revealed to them".

. “"How long will 1t take before the religionists come to
believe this and attain to this lofty summit of faith?" Mr. Briggs asked.

' 991God willing, in this Twentieth Century. The raysof

the Sun of Reality will dispel these clouds, and all things will be seen

in the light of the Universal Congciousness. Thou hast beenr in Agis

and hast obgerved with thine own eyes %he evil influence of prejudices

and religioys fanaticism. The Bahai Movemtn_ is the nucleus of the_brother-
- hood o§‘man and is growing day by day in:beauty and stature. Already

in Peraia the adherents of,differept religions inbued with the Balhai



Principlea,.assooiate wiﬁh eqoh other in one meetnng with the utmost joy

and fragrance L

‘"Which one of the great religions of the world is nearer to
this ideal* el e
"There are prepared“souls in. every religion. Today God is
working in -all’ religions, instructing a number of souls in the school
. of Celestial Brotherhood,. 'Th aouls ‘aye retated together' by the
. invisible ' tie of the’ 3pirit‘* “Phy ough “the instruction of the Holy
Spirit they are ripened::. “While :trgvolled in America T met many il-
luminated . Jews who areé: aware* _Jﬁwsteries of the Kingddms - - = -!

.~ "Which and where 13""~ cause that shall ‘bring the f:nal
unity of humankinﬂ9" Bl _

i ”Tha Cause that will renﬂor 3uch a service is the recognntion
of the common spiritusl bagis of all the religions; it will be a syn-
thetic Cause - the combination of - the moral. and spiritual laws of all
the re11gions into a Whole through the- power’ of the Holy Splrit n

' ' Before Mr. Briggs' arrival the’ Master received all the
pilgrims and while he was reading. and singing the Tablets he spoke
to. them, interpreting certain. Verses in the Koran and causing them
to 1augh heartily by telling in-an’'off-hand manner a number of fanny
stories ~always with a8 veiled or plain moral to each,

In - the evening, Mohammed Taki Esphahani and bootor Saleh
arrived from Egypt, and the Master welcomes them by kissing their
~faces .with an effusion Of° spirjtual love. At first he spoke about
‘the death of Mirza Adul Fazl -and how déeply the news affected him,
and how Mirza ever:lived in’ accord with the Teachings of Baha'o 'llah
Then when ‘all the believers ‘came into the room he praised very highly
 ¥ohammed: Taki Esphahani £0r his: services to the Cause, ssying: "He
"has served us most faithfully, ‘he has served all the friends. BHis
aim and central thought. has: been " t0- win the good-pleasure of the Bles-
sed Perfection, - Whenever I think' of him, my heart becomes happy.
 Hig face is: radiant in the Klngdowuof.Gogas well as in the comgregation
of the ‘elect,” ' Then he became: general, ” "The good deeds of man are
like unto .the sweet fragrancea -emanated fronm: the musk. They perfume
the nogtrils of everyone, ‘more ‘égpecially the doer. As his deeds
_have been performsd with:-no: reference tothe applause and c.cmmendation
~ of men, he enjoys-them.more than. anyone- else,  But when the deeds ofm
men are: not in gecord-with the. good. pleasure of God, whenever ¥ he
thinks of. them his heart’ becomes $8d..and his heart beats faster, —-
Prom this standpoint Paradise is- the Good-pleasure of the Lord: hell
. is 1ts absence,. 'The. most: bmming fire ig the very é1sobeaience to
the. Command of God. .PFor' example, one of the' greatest moral erimes
is murder.. Now murder itself is Hell. and burning fire and a punish-
- ment. Thé jail, the remorse and the pemalty of the law are only
.the comcomitant. :esults of .murder, . Similarly in a case of robbery
. or injustiae. %= = "Toward’ ‘theend -of his talk, he illustratedihis
- points Byl two" atories ‘showing ‘how. theé" 1ives. of two men were entire-
1y transformed. thrOugh“ he Power. of the Love of God. "The greatest
- reward for.g man.is to:se ”lifb well . spent and aseful., The re-
. ward of the- lamp is it _wn*illumination. It does not xmEak require
any other’ compensation._ 00d ‘dgeds are. THEIR own BEWARDS}" ‘he zddx
. said. TFReely. we have’ .recgived; freely wemust give., In this manner
- “we will'wnn.the go"d"pl'a U f*the Lord, ! : :

shmad Sohrab.




FROM HIRZA AEEAD SONRAB

Bahai Hest Hount Carmel,
: March 10, 1914.
Dear Friendsi= : n
" "The wilderness and the solitary placea shall be glad for
them; and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose, It
shall blossom abundantly; .and rejoice even with joy and singing;
the glory of Lebanon shall e given unto -it, the excellency of
Carmel, and. uharon, they shall .8ee .the glory of the Lord and the
excellency of our Gogd," Isa 35 12,
"Thine head upon ‘thee is like- Carmel and the hair of
thine head like purple.” Solo. Song, 7:5.

' In thesa poetlic words and expressions the Bible extols
the Mount of CGod. I have been. living on.its green, peautiful slope
for the last three months, ‘and have realized the fulfilment of
these predictions with my. own eyee. -It.is a matter of historical
interest in connection wlth the above verses of Isaiah that Mount
Carmel nowadays remains green throughout the whole year, a very un=
usual phenomenon in, Palestine. Its flowers at this time. of the
year, and later throughout the sypring, are so varied and so charm-
ing that they baffle description. It is:indeed rich in vegetation,
o“ks, wild almonds, pear trees, figs and pines. Mount Carmel has
been regarded from the earliest period as the Mount of CGod, and the
miracle of Rlijah (1 Kings, xvii) has invested it with Jpeclal
sanctity for both Jews and Christians. With the dawn o! the Sun of
Reality from the horizon of this mountain, God has made it an ob=
ject of universal vengration. The eyes of mankind have seen in
these latter times how the MGlory of the Lord" (Baha'o'llah) and
the chellency of our God“ became manifest on this holy spot. We
know that Baha'o'llak wag banished to this part of Palsstine with a
large. number of his’ followers, about seventy-two men, women and
children, and that is why we read.in the prophecy, “the wilderness
and the solitary place shall be glad for them." Indeed, since the
arrival of the "Glory of the Lord" the whole country has blossomed
as & rogse. Often I have numbered within the limit of a few hundred
yvards s wmany Linds of wild flowers as iLfteen, showing in an un-
nistakable manner the realization of the prophetic words, "It shall °
blossom abundantly."  Moreover, out of this mountain has gone forth
the law for the unity. of nations ané religions, and it is concerns=
ing this’ placa that the prophet foresegs, "and happy people sghall
go and say, Come ye and let. us go to the mountain of the lord.. ***
And he will teach us of his ways, and we will go in his paths," 1Is
it not trua in a literal sense even, that pilgrimg from all parts
of the world ~ Persia, Turkey, Arabia, India, Russia, Egypt, Furope

" and America - are, coning to'”ount Carmel to learn Lhe way of the

Jord and walk in his path? How wonderful it is that we see with
our own eyes the fulfilment of these mysteries of the kingdom of
God. Thug it is plain to dis¢ern that the ground of this mountain
igs hallowed not only by. the feet of the old prophets but by the
nanifestation of .God himself and the Center of the Covenant, Abdul
Baha, Our privilege is great, and our rejoicing must be correspond-
ingly preaf for we are 11v1ng,1n the day of the Lord, in the cycle
of lights, e ach day of whlch is equal to -a thousand yearq. It is
impossible to realize the grandeux and spiritual significance of



these peerless days. God is establishing in the hearts of men his
kingdom of peace and good will, Blessed are those who have taken
part in this glorious work., They are the gons and joint heirs of
the kingdom of God. If we thank him a hundred thousand times every
moment we have not expressed in an adegquate manner our appreciation,
All that we can. do is to labor with heart and soul and to usher in
the dawn of the brétherhood of man and the fatherhood of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, The world is dark and it is in
need of this light. It is '‘dead} it requires this spirit. It is
deaf, blind and mute; it longs for the senses of hearing, eeeing
and the power of speech. It calls to the followers of Baha to
pitch in and work.,

This was a lovely day, full of bed.utJ and innocent
laughter, culm and sweet, the Master now walking in the garden, now
calling on the strangers, and now gpeaking with the friends of God.
A day of happiness and satisfying quietness, like a smooth rlver,
rolling along green pastures, or like unteo a restful afternoon in
swwaer, when the gentle, cooling breezes are not hushed but wafting
fhrough the branches of the trees, the effect of the whole atmos=
rPnere lulling one inteo repose and inefiable ease.

When I stood in his pregence this morning he looked well
and happy., The photograph of Muli Ali Akbar { a wonderful Bahai
Leacher who has now passed into the othoer world - an old wman with a
long beard), with chain around his neck and shacklesz on his feet,
stood on t?p library table., In his walXing he gstocd belore it and
razad at it ternderly. Then he took it in his hands wund Xissed it
riany times and said?

"Look at nim! Although he is fettered, he site on the
chalr like a xing in his audience chamber,: commanding, assured aund
confidznt., The glory of all the kings shall pass away, but the
sovereignty of this man will last throughout all centuries and ¢y~
cleg, How fearleags and courageous he is gitvting,., This is through
the bestowal of the Hlessed Perfection, ke bolievwrs of Tersisa
have go pacrificed tkheir lLives in the path of Abha! This chain is
greatey than the crowns ol the emperors of the earth, Yhis Mulla
ALi Akbar endured imprigonmant several times in his lite. Before
his acceptance of this revelation he was o great liohammedan mulléah,
and he gave up everything for the sake ol tle Cause, Whenaver the
#overmuent, instigated by the clerical order, started to arrest the
Hahauig, and he would hear about it, he would take his coet and go
Jfrdlght to the jail, telling fthe prison authorities that e had
conte $0 ghare tha i¢te of hig brothers, ¢ wag thn father-inelaw
o Ebhne Abhar, who is now visiting us, and vhose two gong are the
cauge of the happiness of ry heart.®

'To a young heiliever who lives in .Taifa he said:

"iagha - allah! Thou hast grown:very much. ‘Tell me,
Dagt thou grown only in hody, or also in mind? Art thou cne of
those who seert Yo have a great body, dbut a small mind? Trere are
BOme people who grow only\on the physical plane, like canels and
donkeys, but there are others who grow in the sirength of body and
the grace of mind. I hope thou art one of the latter

To another he said:

"Were it not for the favors of the Tlessed Perfection, no
Oue weuld have given us any imporiance. “her are gore people who



become proud and haughty and forget this fact. In their utter
blindness they consider themselvesg to be somebody, then they fall
from their high pedestal, and great is the noise thereof! HMeekness
and humility are the hallmarks of faith., As soon as a believer
feelp himgelf the least bit superior to others the beginning of his
spiritual decline has commenged, 2ll unuware to himself. There are
no offices in this Cause,. I do not and have not 'appointed' any one
to perform any special services, but I encourage every one to en~
gage in the services of the kingdom. The foundation of this Cause
is par.:, spiritual democracy and not a theocracy. The difference
hetween me and others is this: I confess and acknowledge my own in-—
ability, weakness ané¢ humility, and know that 21l these outward
confirmations are the favors of the Blessed Perfection, but thera
ars some people who think, and little by little come tc believe,
that all these splribual successes are through wndé by them.

In the afternoon he dictated about ten tablets for the
American believers. Then he talked about the 1ife of the Blessed
Parfection in Bagdad, and related & story in connection with it.

In the evening he spoke briefly on tha principles of the
onenese of the world of humanity, showing clearly that thcere are no
strangers; all are the children of one Faiher; there ure no enemies;
all are friends; there are no satans; all are angels. The mission
of the babhais 13 to inculcate this lesson in +he lives of all the
children.,

Armad Sohirab.
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A number of prominent Sheikhs from Damascus arrived
today. They made this trip especially to meet the Master, and talk
on roligion and theology. For nearly three hours they were in His
Presence, asking an infinite number of guestions: and receiving answers
which satisfied their minds., T offten wonder at the wuarvellous patience
of the Hasteri: It seems to me these theologians of Islam spend all
their precious time on the discussion of these fptile, uwnproductive
questions of metaphysics and ultra-mundane problems. Their brain
power Goes not work along those lines which pould accerue wvenefit fo
the world of humanity. While Western people invent, the Lastern nations
philosophizel '

In the afternoon all the pilgrims and resident Bahais
of Haifa gathered in the garden of the Beloved, and a photograph was
faken on the steps of the Holy Home, while he stood in front. This
makes the fourth photograph that the Oriental believers have taken in
the rresence of their Lord. How happy they are when they realize that
they are thus privileged to be photographed with fthe Beloved of their
nearts! Dbme Abhar, Sheikh Mohammed A1i, N. . Vakil, Sapad Mostafa,
Mirza .11 aAkbar Hafsanjany, HMirza Ali Akbar of Rissia, and other pro=-
minent teachers of the Cause were present, aifter the photograph was
taken, the Master took a drive in a carriage and:returned after an
hour. ’ ’

_In the afternoon a number of Arabs called on him,
In the course of his conversation on spiritual happiness and the Glad-
Tidings of the Kingdorm, he said; "While I was living in Bagdad, one
day I was walking beside the river Euphrates. Being Friday, many peo-
ple had come fuor recreation. Suddenly my attention was attracted by
a wild-eyed girl who was running fast toward the. river, pursned by a
very large pumber of men and women. Without one moment's hesitation,
she threw herself into the river and walked on and on until the water
reached her neck, and then she stopped and turned her face toward the
digtressed crowd. fThey feared if they followed her cone more step she
might drown hersgelf., A man from amongst the crovn whose face wss a
nicture of agony, and who could be no other than her father, cried out
to her: "Oh! My darlingl! Oh my Beloved: Why, why dost thou drown
thyself at the prime of thy age?" "My heart is hot satisfied with
this 1ife., <+t is €£11led with sorrow. I wish to live no longer!
ghe angwered, ‘the father, thinking he could win her with fat® pro-
mises, said: 'Come thou back, O apple of my eyesi! I will prepzie
o thee vhatever thou desirest. I will builld for thee a fair house
znd fill it with rare treasurers! 'I. wish none of thy houses; tell
e sormething that will gladden my heart! she &nswered., 'I will buy
for thee all the jewels that thou ¢ravest]! 'What can jewslg do for
me? 1 long for something to rekindle mipefaith of my faith! 'I will
ouild thee the most enchanting gardens, wherein thou mayst walk at
thine own good pleasure! 'I am seeking after the Garden of illah,
Hast 1aou a clue to it?' 'I will take thee to foreign lands, and as
far ag Burope, and thou wilt see many wonderful sights.' 'Canst thou

not lead oe po, the wonderIand of spirit, where I 'may enjoy the heavenly ;< «

higband. | - teE>fzther cried out in desperation, not understanding her
language. 'NOI Nol No! the girl answered back., 'My heart is not at-
tracted oy any one of thy fair promises. Afdbr & few years they all
v*13] verish. Now 1 know that none of you can supply my need. My heart
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longs for that Thing, the nature of which is unchangesble, but you are
offering me things which are not only perishable but would increass

my heedlessnessi' While the people looked at each other with astonishment
and tried to interpret her words, she got further in the river, and lol
she was seen no u:ore! Now it is clear that had they been able to give.”
her the Glad-Tidings of the Kingdom, she would not have drowned hersell.
Thus every soul:: must gtrive to impart that joy and ahppiness to mankind,
the nature of wi.ich is permanent. _

The other day, Bahram, the caretsker of the house of Baha'o'llah
in Acca, and his wife and dsughter, started for Teheran via Aleppo and
Bagdad. His son Faribory is living there and they are going to be with
hi .. f

Today three pilgrims received permission to return to their res~
pective homes: Neyreez, Shiruz .nd Bombay? In his farewell the Master
said: "Praise be to Godthat ye have attained to the object of your hearts.
For many days you visited the Tomd of the Bab.and prayed at the Threshold
of Bsha'o'llzh. With the utmost spirituality and attraction you associw-
ated with me, and repeatedly listened to Divine exhortations and advices,
1 hope wien you return each one of you will become a divine banner and a
shining lamp, that you may vreathe into the desd body of the worldm a
new gpirit, become the means of glorif:c¢ation of the Causge of God, and be
as pure channels for the promotion of the Word of God., May you bestow
heavenly spirituality upon the souls, #nd cause the appearance of the hig-
den virtues of attraction and severance! WMay it become manifest and evi-
dent in your faces that you are returning with a new power and enthusiasm,
May you become the means of the awakening and enlightemment of others!

I will always remember you, and pray for all the believers. Convey to
them myllove and greeting, and say to them. "I have done all that I must
do. Now it ig your turn. You MUST WORK in the Vineyard of the Lord.!
Cne by one he embraced them and kissed them, They were weeping hard, es-
pecially our Zoroastrian believer, Rostam Iran. These Persian believers!
What can I fell you sbout them! Faith they have like fire; convietion
they have llke the Rock of Agesl :

iAhmad Sohrab,




Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, Mar. 11, 1914,

Desar PFriends:=

A book under the name of "Almanach of Conf63510ns of Faiths", pub~
lighed In Lugan by Maison d'edtion du Coenobium in the current year,
contains beside many others the confession of Faith by Prof. T. K.
Cheyne of Oxford, Eng. As he is already kmown to the Bahail world, a
few translated extracts from his Confession may be of interest to
our friends. He says: "Religion always occupies my thoughts, but
almost never Go I find it necessary to observe forms and ceremonies.
Now that I am 0ld, I am less inclined than ever to Form. 1 am impa-
tiently desirous of the epoch in which all religious souls will be
conscious of their unity rather than have a dogmatic basis for their
common apiritusl experience. I distinguish between Religion and rel=-
igions, These lagt are in good part formal and conventional, while
the firet 1s the experience of the ideal Reality and is therefore
moral and gpiritusl. Be it far from you to understand that I deny
the religions & greater or less portion of the spirit of true Rel- r

igion, for it is precigely for the absorption of this element that

they have continued to 1live up  to the present time. At various per-
iods great prophets have arisen or Men who reveal and apply religious
truths. Their country was nearly always the Orient, although I dare not
deny the title of prophet to Dante, Carlyle and Ruskin. Among the mo-
dern Oriental prophets we may e@pecially mention Baha'o'llah, - - - I do
not believe it useful to construct theories about God, but on the other
hand it is impossible not to fashion some idea: concernnng the attributes
of the Deity. - There ig a-God, & hidden God, and there is & God that
manifests Himself in whom we live move and have our being. -~~~ To be
conscious of God, in redlity, seems to me the greatest form of nrayer
and means to be immersed in the ocean of His Love, of Hig Strength and of
His Truths. - ~ - In the inaccessible and deep cells of our memoriesg
lives the remembrance of our childhood's prayers. The religious sen-
timent is the consciounsness of an affinity with the most sublime ideals
the Fount and the Penter of which the believers joyously call God. The
religious sentiment is a requisite necessity to religious experience

It is present to a greater or less degree in 8ll the human races. . Per-
haps the most efficacious means for awakening. It is in the cultivatton
of the artistic instinet snd the contemplation: of works of arts,

This you may apply to the study of higtory and natural science., My
religious education wag dogmatie - that is, intellectusal and incon-
sequencel never felt in my youth uny acute religious emotions. ILater
the wonders of nature and art opened my eyes to the ideal and awakened
my religioussentiments. The problem of a future life never left my
thoughts from the time I studied Bible Critisism and recognized the
weakness '0of the arguments for the resurrection of Jesus. Now I would
prefer to consider Immortality as a natural conseauence of the divine
nature of man. I believe as the Indian thinker that God is the only
permanent reality. Reflecting on the changeableness of religious
expressions,it seems absurd that an assemblage of theologians should
gstablish for zll times a law concerning the form of belief and rel-
igious thought. A church founded on dogmatic forms cannot last. Faith
and science belong to different spheres; however, in the process of pur-
ification which periodically religious expressions must be subjected

t0, science can renfier valuvable aid., I am not persuaded of the exti-
ence of a malific being, opposed to good. - -.. I wish they would read
in the schools extracts from the Sacred Scriptures of humanity and as
much as possible explain them historically, trying to penetrate their
real significance, - - -" ) {
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This ig the message of an 0ld man, who 1s one of the greatest Biblical
authorities snd critics in the world and who now feels himself so
deeply attached to the Bahesi Teachings that at: this advanced period
of his 1life and in spite of phys1cal infirmity he is engaged in writing
a book on this Cause.

From morning till evening the Master met the believers individually
and spoke with each according to his capacity. Nine of the pilgrims
are given permission to leave for their homes after three days. Many
of these were received by the Beloved in private, answering their ques-
tions, supplying all their spiritusl sustenance and encouraging them
a8 much of their time as they can spare to.the spread of the Caus of
God. "This is the most important work., This is the light of the reli-
gion of God. This sea must ever be kept tempestuous., This fountain
must always flow, This garden mugt never turn into autumn. The beli-
évers of God must not relax in their labors of teaching, not even for
one szcond. The Cause ig the Cup, teaching is' the ruby wine with which
the souls are intoxicated. The Cause is the body, teaching is the spirit
aninating and energizing that Body." 1In these and similar words he
would exhort everyone who stood in his Presence.

The following extract from a Teblet revealed this morning to a
believer in Rasht, may bring this letter to a close;-

"0 thou who art firm in the Covenanti
"Thy manifold services in the Kingdom of Abha are mentloned

and thy hardships in the Path of God are well-known and evident. Truly
I say, in those parts, thou art the means of the promotion of the Woxd
of Gods This is through the Invisible Confirmation of the Blsessed Per-
fection; for every soul is not worthy to serve the True One and svery
person is not deserving of self-sacrifice in the Lordly Path. This is
the crown of Providence, every head 1s not entitled to it. This is the
Necklace of everyasting Sovereignty, every neck is not gualified for it.
Thank thou God that thou art assisted and confirmed with such Bestowal,
Glorify Eim a thouwand times with every breath for thus thou art hon-
ored with such Graces. Praige be to God thatthe Sun of Rezlity has
cast a brilliant effulgence upon the hougehold, so that the members
of that family became eternally dignified and elevated with this Gar-
ment of Divine Favor., - -~ - "We are adorers of the Light of Justice,
no matter from what horizon it may dawn. e are lovers of the bsauty
of the rose, no matter in what garden it may grow. His Holiness Beha-
0'llah in numerous Tablets hath called the attention of the Bahais to
this matter and hath awakened them and taught them that they must
entertain no religious, sectional, racial or patriotic prejudices, but .
be under the Flag of the oneness of the world of humanity. He says:
"0 ye people of the worldl 7Ye are the fruits of one tree snd the
leaves of one branch." Again he says: 'Glory 1s not in this, that s
man loves his country, but glory is rather in thisg, that he loves
his king,! = = ="

The Master wasinterviewed by an Arabic correspondent today, and
withi him he spoke in detail on the principles of the Cause end his jourw
ney throughout America and Europe.

Ahmad Sbhr&b.
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of Divipity liveable and workable, He is a symﬁosium of the majestic vir=
tues of the Kingdom of Bahal ‘

Although I descended the mountain very early in the morning, I did
not see the Master till late in the afternoon. At pressnt fthers are wbout
four scholarly, well-known Bahai teachers living in the Pilgrims' Homs,
and the Master was receiving them one by one, listsning attentively to
their reports and mapping out plans for their future work in various parts
of the Orient. Late in the afternoon he cameout of the house and beck~
oned me to follow him. While he walked for nearly fifteen minutes in the
streets of the German Colony, he agked me varioug questions about the Cause
and its progress in America, but I could give him very little news.

On his return, he met a young Bahal who wag apparently taking a walk, To
him he said; "a wise young man ever things of and studies those menas which
are conducive to his progress - mental, intellectusl and spiritual. He lets
all amusements and recreations go, and appliesg himself to the acquirement
of knowledge ~ thus he may become useful menber of the body politic. He
does not fritter away his time in idle pastimes:and uwnprofitable pursuits.
There is an Arabic Proverb which says: 'A dancer starts his performance

by slow motion of his shounlders, then 1littls by littls brings into posetic
vibrationg all the rest of his body.' Similarly & young man desiring to
lay a goud foundation for his later life must devote a few ysars to the
study of hig chosen nrofession and forget all pleasures and gports which
divert him from accomplishing his main purposes: ,This is success and pro-
sperity.” When he arrived at the house, the belisvers were standing hers
and there inm the rose garden, end in their long, flowing garments and
turbens they made a striking picture in the glowing sunset. Later on, the
moon rose, casting its megical spell over the hearts and creating those in-
vigible longings of the Spirit. While enjoying this calm enchanting scene,
we were called into the. Pressence of the Moon of thee Covenant. Herein you
may find a few silver, white rays, whispering into your ears the message

0f 1ove and peace;

"The religion of God reforms the moral side of the life of mankind.
It is the spreader of the virtues of the world of humanity., It is the found
er of Givine perfections in the hearts of men. :It is nearness bto God,
It is the cause of attraction and enkindlement with the Fire of the Love
of God., It is conducive to the illumination of human consclousness, - - -
411 the Prophets are sent by God for the guidance of the people, for the
enlightennent of the minds of the inhabitants of the earth; for the pro-
wotion of the Word of Truth, for the education and instruction of the igno-
rant and for the disasppedrance of the gloom of prejudices, - - The Bahai
Cause is like unto a garden you will find the flowers seen in others; and
beside, there are other rare flowers here that are not extant anywhere else,
It includes the Teachings of other Revelations and hasg revealed numerous,
distinet Principles adaptable to the requirements of this age. - = ="

Ahmasd Sohrab.




Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, Mar. 13, 1916.

Dear Priends;-

With weeping eyes, shaking bodies, but with supernsl faith and
sublime confidence, they go away, and with equal ardour and equal
fervency they come; a seemingly interminable chain, stretched from
Mount Carmel to all parts of the earth. Today six of the pilgrims
departed for their respective homes. They had the privilege of met-
ing the Master both in the norning and ‘n he evening, rather after-
noon, just before they left for the steamer, for a few moments.

Out of the deep silence that fell over them whan they entered the
roum, the voice of the Beloved arose c¢lear snd strong, vibrating
through every fibre of their vensitive, spiritual beings. "Praise
be to Godl" = he waited for a full minute and then continw d:
"Praise be to God that you have attained, visited the Holy Tomb of
the Blessed Perfection and walked around the Holy Sepwlchre of the
Bab. For many a day we associated together with Joy and fragreance.
The great amount of work and the diversity of ocupations prevented
me from meeting you as often as my heart desired, but spiritudl
agseciation does not depénd upon physical contact. I hupe that
the results of these meetings may become evident =nd mani festin
your lives. The one who comes out of a garden must carry in his
hand afew boauets of flowers to perfume the nostrils of those who
are left pehind. I hope that you may return with divine, spiritual
boguets, with celestian fragrances, with attrasctions of consciousness
and the flsmes of the Fire of the Love of God. 3Be.ye not sad, for
ye have attained to heavenly happiness and obtained lordly exhiliaration
Those souls having thus attained to this supreme joy are never grieved.
You are always here., Be ye not unhappy. You are withme; your spirits
will hover around the Divine Threshold of Baha'o'llah. Do ye not weep,
for it saddens me to see you erying. We are always together. We are
never separated from each other. We hope thet we may be gathered to-
gether in the Kingdom of Bod beneath the overshadowing protection of
the Blessed Perfection. There, we will enjoy an eternal association,
a divine fellowship, and an everlasting intimacy. - - - The believers
of God must ever be ready to sacrifice their lives in the path of
each other., Thisg is one of the conditiong of faith. They must sexve
each other with cordial love, prefer others unto themselves and the
fire of their love and affection may illumine all the dark places and
banish the gloom of hate and envy. This ig cne of the great command-
ments of God revealed hn the Holy ‘Bookg and Tablets. - -~ I am most
pleased with the believers of Hessz and lNameg. Truly I say they have
exhibited great firmmness and steadfastness. In reality these souls
did not xamxx waver in the face of the most severe tests and under
most harrowing ordeasls; niy, -rather, they increased dailytheir con-
stancy and resolution. The more they weme surrounded with the hosts
of afflictions, the greater becmme the power of resistunce. The
higher leaped the tongue of the conflagration, of persecutions, the
more their hearts were ignited with the XEftrmmf XxmxwiziRrxEwex Pire
3% 1t BaleeoE: 8 hents ohie*tn® YRS shihenae bE R R0 R LS 1R 19, Senghe
are recorded in the Kingdom of Abha; they are the favored ones at
the Threshold of the Blessed Perfection. They are the guintessence of
creation; for they have arisen to serve the believers of God unselfishly
Continually do I supplicate and entreat at the Court of the True One
and beg for them inexhaustible outpourings. Tlgse souls in my estimation

are the embodied Graces of the Presence of the Almighty. They constitute
ny wings with which I am enabled to fly heavenward. They are my as-
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socistes ané vartners in the servitude fkExfiyxwmavsm of the Holy Thresh-
old, - — I hope that you may live on such a plane as to find pourselves
always in this Sacred Spot; that you may manifest such spiritual quali-
- ties and attributes as to attract others to the Cause of your Merciful
Lord., = = I trust that all the believers in those parts may become as~
sisted to render worthy services in the Religion of God. Such blessed
persong are the members and limbs of my body. - =~ ‘hey are the generals
of the army of Salvation and contingually they are engeged on the battle-
field, carrying away victory after victory. They are the trees of the
Yaradise of Abhe, producing lucious fruits in all seasens. They are the
flowers of the garden of the Clement, diffusing all aeround the fragran-
ceg of the Love of God, = - = I hope that liochammed Bagor Khan may be=
come assisted to serve the Cause in a befitting manner, With this
family we are c¢losely knitted together, His grandfather and grandmother
are distantly relsted to us. They came originallg from the Province
of Mazandaran., Our relation is firm and 0ld,  When his fatherxzmtxmzf
wes a young man he used to play with each other frequently, - - Now
that you are leaving this Holy Spot you must go away laden with the
Divine Glad-Tidings, each one of you must be a'flame of the Love of God
~and & bright candle in the meeting of the friends, so that whosoever
comes in touch with you will bear testimony that verily these pecple
are¢ the sweet flowers of the garden of reality and the singing night-
ingales of the Paradise of Abha.,"

Then he embraced one by one, and in a moment they were out
of his Presence, with the last tender word of his benediction in their
ears. Almost all the pilgrims accompanied them to the Pier, and bidding
then fheir last Bahai farewell, they returned to the Pilgrims' Hone
knowing full well that they must likewise leave soon, but thankful for
all the Bounties of God showered over their heads. They continued to
ging Tablets, chant prayers, tell Bahai stories, till almost midnight
Cnce the fire of enthusiasm burning in the hearts of these men is handed
to the next generation, the fame and glory of the Bahai Cause will £ill
the whole world. They are a band of united workmen =nd the outlook of
their whole concentrated life iIs dominated by one spiritual passiom -
Celestial Brotherhood Daily do I witness their sweet patience, their
resolute faith, their undaunted courage and their uncommon piety and
chastity. Surely God will c¢rown these lives with eternal results,

- Many people come and go, but only those who are closely wgst~
ching the everlasting scenes at close range rcet the psychological im-
portance of sach case. Endowed with deep insight and spirituwal vision,
the Bahai pilgrims leave the Presence of the 3Beloved dedicated anew
to the service of the Cause. .

When this morning I entered the room of the Master, he was

walking to and fro, and looking out of the window, admiring %ﬁé fra-
granty flowers. "Welll"™ he sald, "What newshave you?" T had no news,

"Are the pilgrims happy? A number of them are going away. T-on he
faced me and smiledd "Comel Come near me! Thou art my Ahmad. I want
to kiss you." /nd I was locked in his divine arms, feeling the glow
and radiance of his kisses on both my cheelrts. :Then I ¥ell at his feex
ard wept tears of joy, snd supplicated him to assist me to be Jjust a
servant of his servants. A1l day I felt the warmth of his kisses., I
wsg riding on the while clouds of bliss and joy. "Thou art my Ahmad."
%hat else do I want in this world! Nothing! shmad Sohrab.
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S Haifs, Syria, March 14, 1914,

Dear Friends:~

The Cesuse of God is making visible progress in Paris and s number of
large meetings have been held during the past few months. The spirit of
activity seems to pervade the atmonsphere and the Master was pleased with
the news. In & Tablet revealed to Madame Hysando Moro, who accepted this

'l'Revelation during his last sojourn in this c¢ity, he says:-

"0 thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of Godi Thy letter was re-
ceived, It became the cause of great joy, that, praise be to God, through
thy effort 8 number of souls are illumined with the Light of Guidance in
Paris, are attracted to the Kingdom of God, are released from the sorrows
of this ephemeral world sand are rejoiced by the Divine Glad-Tidings. Truly
I say, were it not for these Glad-Tidings of God, how could a man cmsole
himself and live in this dark world, which is brimful of infinite hard-
ships and eufferingsy It is unexplainable. The ordeals of this mortsal

world are like unto a dark anight, and the Glad~4adﬂngs 1ike unto the
brialliant lamps. If mankind live in this darkness without the light of
these lamvsg, unquestionably they will perish through the intensity of

grief and affliction. Now, praise be to God that thou hast become the
means of lighting the Pire of the Love of God and sending forth its flame
in Paris., I hope that day by day this FPlamewill become brighter; perchance
God willing, it may illumine that ceity, - ="

To another believer and his wife who are from Paris and on thelr way
to India, he writes:- '

“Your letter wae received, and from its contents it becape evident
that you are journeying toward India. I am hopeful that through the Di-
vine Begtowals thigs voyage may become full of blessings; 1ideal develop-
ments may be obtained by you and both of you may sttain to perfect spir-
ituality; thus the Graces of the Kingdom may be revealed in your hearts;
your spirits be exhiliarated; you may become the cause of the illumina-
tion and gpirituality of others and render a worthy service to the Oneness |\
of the world of humanity. The inhabitants of India are as a rule a simple
people, Were there a perfect instructor, many souls would have been edu-
cated, becoming the essence of the Love of God and the Mercy of the Almighty
They woula have become the ignited candles of the assemblage of the world
of humanity and the transparent and clear mirrors upcn which ig reflected
the splendour of the Sun of Reality. I hope that you may become confirmed

in this.”
To & new believer in Australia, he reveals:-
. "0 thou seeker of Reality! Truly I say thou art a seeker of Reality

and a gpreader of Realityl Thou art the cause of the spirituality of the
world of humanity and the promulgator of the oneness of mankind. Thou art
& well-wisher and a lover of the denizens of the world. T hope thou mayst
be so confirmed and assisted as to upraise the Divine Flag in Austrsiia,
educating innumerable souls, so that like unto the tree they may yield
abundant fruits and like unto the budding flowers they may diffuse their
fragrant odor, - - ="

snother Tablet, revealed to Mrs. Isabel Fraser, is as follows:-

") thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of Godl Thy letter was re-
ceived., The details of publishing articles in- the newspapers and magazines
became known. Truly I say thou art always engaged in the service of the




2.

Mar. 14, 'l4. - .
Cause of God. Thou art resting neither bysnor by night. Thy services in
London and Paris are always before the sight. They are never forgotten,
Today whosoever occupies his time in the service of the Kingdom, the

Divine Confirmations will environ him from every direction. ZYraise be to
God that thou hast & heart enkindled with the Fire of the Love of God,
Unquestionably its heat will have effect in the hearts of others, and

thou wilt become the means of the guidance of ihnumerable souls, =-~="

Today the Governor-General of Beirut (Vali) who is at present in Hai-
fa, ealled on the Beloved. ‘he Master spoke with him at length about his
tour in the United States snd Europe, and other kindred topics. In his
morning interview with the Beloved, the Vali told him in the course of con-
versation that several years ago he was the Governor of Tripoli. One day
he received a telegram from Sultan Abdul Hamid, that within a few days
Abbas Effendi would be exiled to Feyzan, and that he must be prescnt to
transfer him, protected by a heavy gqugd of horsemen., into the interior
of Africa., Daily he was wmaiting for the arrival of Abbay Effendi, when
the ghells of liberty destroyed the castle of despotism and the forces
of absolutism were shattered to pieces through the establishment of the
Parliament. This story was related with more details tonight to the pil-
grims by the Master himself. Then he ordered Mirza Mehmoud to read a
prayer, after which Miraa Moneer chanted a poewm composed by the lMaster
himself during the days that the Investigating Commiftee was in Acca, ex-
pecting to exile him to RBeyzan at any hour. The poem is In Turkish, and
ag Mirza Moneer was chanting it verse by verse the Beloved trans-
lated it into Persian for the sake of these pilgrims who did not know the
language., Haji Mirza Heydar Ali was sitting next to the Beloved., "I am
the Commander-in-Chief of the Empire of Love™ -' ~ the Master most natur-
ally translated the verse Jjust chanted, and the Angel of Mount Carmel
very sweetly said; "We all believe iti" and a murmur of suppressed laugh-
ter and heartfelt congent rippled over those who were present. He uttered
the living convietion in their hearts and minds., The Magter continued:
"All the lovers in the world are the self-sacrificing soldiers in my
Grand Army." The Beloved was very happy, but exhausted, having spoken
for more than sn hour with Vali and the Motosarraf of Acca,

In a message to a believer in Chicago, the Beloved says:=-

"Convey on my behalf my infinite kindness and tell her that I pray
in her behalf, supplicating at the Threshold of God that she may becomse
encircled with the heavenly Confirmations; that day by day she may become
more perfect, day by 8ay her character become more spiritual, day by day
she may obtain more of the perfections of the Abha Kingdom and day by day
she may be drawn nearer unto God - thus she may become a real Bshail"?

To another friend in the same city, he says:-

"Man must perfect himsgelf in everything. As thou art already informed
with some of the principles of Bsha'o'llah, thou must put forward an extra-
ordinary exertion to master all these wonderful Teachings and be uchered
in the Kingdom of the Blessed Perfection."

To another believer he spoke ag followg:-

"The line of »rogeess ig E not pendicular and it has no end. Progress
ig infinite, but there are meny degrees. Each animate or inanimate organ-
ism advances along its own degrees. For example, however much the min-
eral is advanced, it does not attain to the degres of man. It is suscep~
tible of progress in its own sphere. The rock becomes diamond or in the

indzorm, the small seeds develop into mighty tresgs, producing
zgg;gigteaﬁﬂ fgui%s but no matter how much they advance, they do not
obtain the senses of gight and hearing. ,Simila;ly, man advances along
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his discipleship to Christ; he does not become Christ; Christ is infinite,
while man is finite jn comparison tqhgim. Panl becomes Pasul, not be-
cause he was learned. man but because Tollowed Chrigt. Likewise Peter,
otherwige they were men like other Jews who lived at that time. The
light of Christ was like unto the Bun. He was the Center, the reser-
voir, the powerhouse of illumination, but others recelved their light

from him., Pster becams great not through his own virtue but through

the inspiration and qualities of Christ - that is, hé reached to the lofiy
station through the education Christ gave. Thus in His own generation
Christ was the Supreme Master and all the rest of mankind were taught

in His Divine Sechools," '

Ahmad Schrsb,
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. Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel,
Haifa, Syria, Mar. 15, 'l4, =

Dear ¥Friends:-

For the first time, the "Bahai Nest" arose to the height of its
poggibility, and the Nightingale of Love flew toward it to rest therein
for half an hour. This made me very happy, for the visit was the realiza-
tion of my expectation and ‘the fulfillment of my fondest hopes. Mirza

; .Hossein Haji had again invited the believers and the pilgrims to tes

| in the reception room of thé Blessed Tomb of the Bab, and the Beloved

i thus graced the meeting with his. spiritual Presence. It was probably

: about 3 P.M. when I left -my nest and walked toward the Pilgrims' Home,
There, to- rprise, I found the Msster, sitting near the window,
gpeaking to the believere. -After a few moments he left the Home and asked
me to follow him. Once out in thée open he walked toward the Nest, amnd on
his way he joked with Abbas Goli and myself about 1000 Pisstres {$40,000)
having been spent in the repairing of my room and that I had to pay for
it. "Do you hear, Abbas Goli", he said; ~"Bet hold of Mirza Ahmad and do
not leave him. till he pays: you the: money," By this time we had reached the
Nest., I opened the door and the Divine Nightingele was in, He sat on the
sofa on which I sleep, and’ reclining on the-chshion, closed his eyes. I
sat quietly on a chair aweiting his command, After several minutes;he
opened his eyes and spoke as follows: "How charmingly quiet is thi’s troom
and how varied and entrasncing is the scene spread before oné's view;
Since my childhood: I have always longed to possess & room like untd@%his.
- buildon the undulating and verdsnt siope ol a mounta:n} simp TNnis ed
clean, airy and away from the reach of man, But this has never Deen rea=-
lized. Look at the cireling mountains in the distance beyond the Bay..How
their cones are always covered with that intangible, blue haze, - 80 soft
and dreamy! The spiritual life is symbolized by swmpl:city snd contanpla-
tion combined with usefulness and. well-guided activity. When we were liv-
ing in Basgdad, according:’to:the @ustom of that eountry we slept on the roof++
oné month earlier than an;one elqe, ‘and stayed one month and a half longer
at the end of the season.  The ‘memipers of ¥the family always insgited that
I should come down, because if was getting t00 cold; but I did not listen to
them. I loved the: perfect ‘quietness, the mystic silenee the awe-insgnring,
heavenly sceneés Long aiter midnight I would get up, comnuAe With God Im
8pirit and watch the stars circling in their majestic spheres. There was
such a spirituality in that Eastern silence that whenever I thinkof it I
feel myself transported to those divine nights of concentration and com-
templation!™ Then leaving. the sofa, he went out on the porch and looked
toward the ascending tiers of the Mounta1n.. Just now they are carpeted

: with gorse, a lovely garment of yellow flowers, which is delicately fra-

; grant. "See how beautifulare those furzeal" The fields, the plains and I

i .the hills are crowned with them!"™ Stepping down from the' porch he walked
on the green pastures toward thé house of Ags Abbas Goli, He asked me
to go in with him. Here he-read several letters from Persia, which he
had taken out of his pocket 'and ‘drank:s cup of "Zoufa", When he finished
reading he said: ¥ am not saying anything, but every week I receive great
news about the progress of the Cause in Persia. Most important personages

5 have embraced the Bahai Revelation, but. st-this -crucial time, wisdom

! requires that their names be kept aecret.. The teachers of the Cause of

5 World Pesce and World. Religion o o3 not sitting i3le. Bay.and night they are

§ working. The hearts are. being’ 111umined ‘with the rays of the Sun of Reality

i and the souls are awakened through.the Breaths of the Eoly Spirit. The

Spirit of God 1s using these: instriments in all parts of the world to create
a mighty synthesis of all that whioh is best in the world to create a mighyy
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past religions ~ thus all mankind may agsociate with each other with the
deepest fellowship and universal consciousness. "Leaving the room to
join the friends in the meeting, he saw the mother of Aga Abbas Goli in. the
vestibule. She is a sweet woman, but not yet confirmed in the Faith. "Hal
Ha!", the Master laughed, as he 1ooked at her. "What do these Bahaisg tell
thee? Art thou not afraid of them? Come, mother! You and I will join our
forces together and fly away from them. Then when they awaken in the morne-
ing and find us not hers, what will they do? Will they not worry them-
selves, But by that time we will be far away, very far away. Wilt thou
come?" And he said a few more wards.and after s moment he wags in thegrec-
ption room, where all the believers were awaiting his arrival., Aga Bhe- -~
Mohammed Ali was chanting prayers when Abdul Basha entered, and he o
agked him to continue. Whear the chanting was finished, he sgaid; "Ags o
Sheikh Mohammed Ali chants the Tablets very sweetly. He enunciates the ™
wprds olearly and distinctly. One who chants or sings must be moved more J
thén the listeners by the effect of the ideals and longings back of the 3
words; then the audience will be thrilled with the new vibrations, the .§
mystic will be appreciated and spirituality and artistic uplift be obtain-
ed. As his talk was mainly on prayer and fasting, will youn permit me to _SL
translate part of 1t? !

"These days are the days of Bahai fasting but the Blessed Perfection .3
has commanded us not to keep it in Turkey; so instead of this we keep
the Feast of Ramazan., For the present this is in accord with wisdom. As ‘E§

74

we keep the latter the former is left aside. ~- My highest longing is to
keep this fast, but wisdom must be considered. However, im other parts of =
the world the bellevers should keep the Bahai Beast. The time will also &
come forthis country. Through this Fast great spirituality is obtained, 2
and joy and fragrance realized. The sweetest thing in this world is to Iy
obey strictly the commands of God and shun His prohibitions. Through this {3
the attractions of the Love of God will be created in human consciousness.
If all the people of the world arise with swords in hand to prsvent one from
carrying out the comwmands of God, theﬂmill be unable to do so., This is of .
course true of those souls who are mindful and aware; but the Commands of *v
God will have no effect upon those who are negligent and heedless; except =
t0 increagse their heedlessness. Those versons who are cognlzant &n g cons- g
cious of Trukbk obtain Joy and Fragrance, Spirituality and cheerfulness )
whenever they obey the laww of God, For example, there is nothing sweeter q
in the world of existence than 'Prayer'. Man must live in a state of prayer-
fulness. The most blessed candition is the condition of prayer and sup-
plication. Prayer is 'conversation with God! The greatest attainment or
the sweetest state is no other than 'conversation with Godl, It orestes
spirituality, generates mindfulness and celestial feelings, hegets the at-
tractions of the Kingdom and engezders éhe susceptibilities of the higher -
intelligence. The highest attribute given to His Holiness Moses is tle <
following verse: "God carried along a conversation with Moses," What is
drayer? It is"conmersation with God .+If he concentrates his attention,

Y] I(Z)t
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e will surely at the time of prayer realize that he is 'conversing with
God.' Often at night I do not sleep, and the thoughts of this world weigh
heavily on my mind. I t08s uneasily in my bed. . Then in the darkness of
the night I get up and pray - 'converse with God' It is most Bweet and
uplifting. PFrayer and supplication are so effective as to inspire one's
heart for the whole day with high ideals and supreme serenity and calmmess.
One's heart must be sensitive to the musde of prayer. He must feel the
effect of rrayer, - tHe must not be like an organ from which sofsegt notes
stream forth without having consciousness of gonsation in itself."--
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In the morning the Beloved spoke in detail about certain nsew da-
velopements in the Theosophical Soeiety in India, and their theory that
there are five Masters living in this day., "There is always", he said,
"One sun in the sky during the day. There are notgélve suns, Christ
was single and. peerless in his own day, likewise MOses and Baha'o'llah.
Every principle must be attested wzth reason and logiz and not based
on nere agsertion. .

. ' . . i

Ahﬁad Sohxab.




-civilization. He must look upon his position as a sacred trust, not to

Bahal Nest, Mount Carmel,
' Haifa, Syria. March 16, 1214,
Dear Friends:-

"The Bditor of a newspaper or:magazine", the Beloved sald to
the writer of a Belrut dally this morning, "musti ever take the side of
Truth. Bvery fact before 1ts publication must be thoroughly investigated.
'An edltor 1s the mouldéi:of public opinions, the educator of the masses
of mankind. Truth is h;s-éhérpest weapon.iForceful, strong statements his
impregngble fort, and plain, direct language his shield. He must be a

worshlpper of truth, the standardbearer of Jjustice, and the champion of

be bought by the plutocrats and 'so-called capiains of industiry. He musi
divest himself of all prejudioe:and his aspirations must be such as will .
prove altruistic mnd advantageous to tﬁefwhole community. He must beliew
consciously that he.ls the Teal servant of the public and nct their ovex
pearing lord. He must serve all, lrrespective of any person&l prediiec- .
tion oy inclination. " Then he spoke about other interesting supjectis,
describing to him the reproduction of the palace.of All Amrah which he
visitéd durlng his SOJourn'in Stuttgart.;When the Editor left he was not
only conscious of the dutles and responsibilities of his position, but
he was also infprmed with the Principles of the Cause and a short histoly
of the Movement. | E

Then the Masterisent for Ebne Abhar, and he presented to him a
mogt exhaustive acéount of the progress of education amongst the Bahais
in Persia and how in svery clty they are taking actlve inltiatives to
found schools, not oniy for boys but for:girls. From every nart they are
writing to Teheran_for tééchere; girls and boys are most eager to learn,
and the liberal memﬁers of the communitvéare doing thelir utmost to sat-
1sfy this dniversalzhungér for knowledge. The Master was most pleased
witﬁ-the glowing‘reﬁort . "Yes! Yes,"he a%id, "The Bahais must be the . °

real servants‘of the Cause for nublic education. They must not fall

behind in any bpranch of science. They must be in the vanguard of the



army of education. Educaﬁion is tgé life;of a nation. Without 1t the na-
tion is dead." , _Z .
Then somehow the neme of Mary Magdalene was mentioned and he :
gave a glowing, elogquent trivute to thisipeerless woman of Christianity.
 "Having" he continﬁed, "already rade firﬁ and steadfast the shaking and
doubtful Avostles, she staTted on her famous journey toward Rome-- the
then renowned Capltal of the Roman Empiré. When she reached Rome, one of |
the Roman generalé, who was formerly in Palestine and knew her intimate-
ly, met her. Not knowing of the change wﬁich had come over her during )
their separation, he rejolced in his neaft that the o0ld relationship
would he establisheq'between them, and tﬁerefore he greeted Lher witih
open arme an@‘g;eat?demonafration. But something in her attltude and
bearing stunned him, and a flash from her penetrative eyes conveyed to
him in atvague manner, the trgmendous moral transformation that had taken
place 1n her life. 'No! Noi) she cried out. 'This is imrosgivle. The
pasgt 1s dead. Not one trace of the old céndltions remains benind. Hast
thou not heard of the appeé:ance‘of Chriét? I have empraced Hls Cause. I
have become His humble serﬁgpt. I have burned away all worldly desires
at the alter of His.iove;:i.have felt in my heart the throbs of regenere-
tien. I am intoxicated w;tn.tne Wine of His Teachings..I have gquaffed )
from His Hand the Water df Everlasting Life., He has instructed me in tnéV
spiritual precepts of celestiial sanctity and holiness. Iihave left behinl
~-0h, 80 many'hundréds ofﬁleagues beh1n§€- those dark, sordid worlds of
moral laxit& and 1onenééé,'I have washed my slate ¢lean, I have left
the zigzag bhyways of.passion and am walking gtraight in the Path of the
Kingdom. é}nce the day that I belisved in Christ, I have collected the
broken armd scattered fragments of my lifé and have dedicated myself to
the serviéé of my fellowéﬁen. Lo!-Friend@ The star of a new hope is
shining over my horizmn; the Fire of the Holy passion is burning in my
neart, and the waters of a divine fountain are gushing from my inmost

being!' The Gemeral, feeling the spiritual force and vibrations of these
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words, fell back on his own re8ources, confused and ashamed. He had not
expected such a direct rebuff, and although he did not at the time com-
prehend fully the far-reaching significance of her words, yet they gave
nim the most uneasy feelings. Reallzing that this was the pSychological
time to gain herpoint, she started to tali again before he was able to
control himself: 'I have only one requestéto make of thee, not for the
sake of past friendship, because that is dead, but for the sake of the
Cause that I have at_heart,-- arrange for me an audience with the Zmper-
or. If thou brihgest avout this meeting beﬁween the Emperor and myself,
then I will give my consent to become thy wife according to law.' He
protested'that this could not be aone; bﬁt shs'iﬁslsted that he could do
it. The General left her, and after several vain attempis to procure the
meeting he was sugcessful, and the time was set for such an audience.
Alone, feerlsss, and self-confidenp, Marﬁ Magdalene stood gracefully
before the. Emperor. She made an ideal pi&ture of repose and undisturbed
calmness. The Emperor, looking at her, thougnt she was a pitiful suppli-
ant, who caﬁe to ask for a gift from his hand or to intercede for his
mercy for the injuries wfouzht by the legions, Insplred, and with simple
eloquence, she ralsed her volce:l'81re! Qurely thou hast heard of the
coming of Jesus Christ in Palesﬁine! In Jerusalem He was crucified
through the accusa;ions of the ngnfpriééts and Rabbis. I am one of His
huamble followers. ihe Christians have delegated me to come to thee with
the followlng messageglltlis well known ﬁhat the High-priests and doctors
condemmed Christ to death. They incited the populace to demand His cru-
cifixion from the Government. Thus the deernor was forced into this act
by the urgent demand of the public. Now-ﬁhat thelr mad passion 1is calmed
down, they have realized how they were fdoled by thelr religious leaders
in condeming a holy man 1o death, Hence ﬁhey,have arisen with great fury
to persecute and kill thelr high-priests., But Christ does not approve of
vengence, and those whoﬁare walking in Hﬁs foot-steps are not pleased
with 1it. The prindiples Of'Chpist's.life'were love and mercy. He prayed

for His enemies.on.the ¢ross, He came into the world in order to show

i
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men a new application of the Law of Love,and embodlied this dlvine ideal

in his 1ife. He_was the founder of the law of nonresistance. Now the
Christians beg your Majesty to lssue a rbyal edict to the Governor of
Jerusalem to stop the Jews from persecuting their omn leaders. This wag
my message. 'The Emﬁeror was greatly moved and impressed by such a stran
strange request and it is sald that he issued afterward such an or@er to
the elvil authoritiesof Rome in the Holy Land.---Later on the General
married Mary Magdaiene ahﬂ-she lived in Rome until the end of her 1life-
ever serving to the besigof her ability the Cause of Christ and inviting
new souls to the Klngdom of God.! |

From this most wonderful story the Beloved turned his
attention to a'poét;c description of the life of St. Barbera and her
glorious martyrdom at the hand of her father. From morning till noon
we sat in His Presence and fhe priceless words of the tressury of the
Kingdom flowed from his 1ips. It 1s simply impossible to descrlbe these
hours of heavenly association. In the world of existence there is noth-
ing more glorioug than to have @ Beloved like Abdul Baha. When he starts
to speak pr smile I am losgt to all that msy be going on around we, Ly
whole attention ié:centefed on his wordé and the marvelous effect they
have on the hearts.of the heareis. Beaide »1s love I wish for nothing
else. Every one knows that we are not eﬁen worthy to recelve a drop out
of the ocean of his love. Who am I? Who:are you? %ho are we? Nothing!
Abdul Baha doces not need any one of us, He does his own work. Are we led
to assume superiority over others becaﬁee_we can dellver a lecture be-
fore an audienbg,jbi aré Writiﬁz*a few insignificant letters, or are
travelling for the sake'of the Cause, or because Abdul Baha has been
kind and gracious to us? How narrow 18 our thought! How small is our
brain! Are we going to make this Holy Cause a source for distinciions
and privileges? Do we think_to.suffer 6thers to believe that Abdul Baha
begtows upbﬁn hié aispipleé any worldly tltle? Is this our conception

of the Cause? Is this;bur understanding of the spirit of this Movement?



Ba
Is this the Church of Rome, io have pﬁiests and cardinals and monsigneurs
and fathers superipr:or the-éamp of a mlliiary Napoleon to confer:: the
titles of Field- Marshala, Generals and adjutants? Greatl heaven! What axe
all these valn ldeas! Where do these unholi broodings come from? The
greatest and most heavenly titles-- 1f titles we may call them--are thoss
of "Servants' and "Maid-servants", What ti@le has our Beloved selected
for himéelf?"T am the Servant of God. I am the servant of the servants
of God!" he says,repeatedly, At the end of;every Tablet that he sends
out into the world how does he sign himself? Friends! Let us always re-
mind ourselves that this is 8 burely épiriﬁual Cause and those who have
accepted 1t should never think for a momeni that they are going to re-
ceive any titles or emolgmenfs. The Bahaiszare a community of servants
and maid servants, bfothers and sisters. The oﬁly mark of distinction
18 active service and'its Tesults are numiiity, meekness, the absence of
any feeling of supe;ority, and utter submissiveness.

In the>éfternqon the Belovedixecelved the Vaii of Beirut
and other officlals, and entérfained ‘them for longér than an hour with
the stories of his trip. to America and Eurbpe. Léter in the evening, we
had a meeting. As I was translating for 3331 Mirza Haydar Ali, I arrived
a little late, but I caught up ihe thread of his talk. He was speaking
of the decadence and complste disorganizaﬂibn'of the present order of tie
Ulemas, and thelr former power and influenée. He 1llustrated the point W
a story from the rich records of the Mohammedans at the time of the Con-
quest of Constantinbple, Tableﬁs were chanted and the meeting was brought

10 an end. The bellievers were filled with the fragrance of his words.

Ahmad. Sohrab.




Banai Nest, Mount carmel, . -uwrsiwwmi):
"Haifa, Syria, ¥arch 17, loi4.
Dear Friends:- ‘
Everywhere the great Cause of Universal Brothserhood is advan~
cing. The world of humaniiy is ready for it. Oht! Ths light of the Sun of i
Truth i1s breaking upon us; the lamps of gﬁldaﬁbe are paving the way and
the songs of praise are heérd from ail the four corners of the sarth.
¢ ye goulddiers §f'the Kingdém! Girda up tﬁe loing of endeavor, put on the
armor of service, rush toward the arena of activity and Join your volces
wlth the conquering hosts of human solidailty. in these days successlve
good newsg is :eceivéd frovandia.-Our fripnds are working unsparingly
to spread tne~Glad-Tldings. With the.ligﬁted torches carried high 1in ;
thelr hands, they areirunnlng'through the darkened valleys of supersti- |
tiong, and aré gatheriﬁg around the Bannér of Reality men and women from
all religions and nationalitles. Indla ig beilng prepared for the triumph-
al. entry of the spiritual ¥ing-- ﬁhe peoﬁle are expectant.. Right and left
they as¥: "When 1s He coming? Are we not going to see with our own eyes
the Servani of God? We are so pdor,'oh! éo poor; we are unable to travel;
put we long, oh! so long to touch the hem of his garment! Will he not
come to us? Does he hear our constant célling to him from Indla? We would
gladly sacrifice our lives 1f we could Jjust lock into His Divine Face.
Are we not worthy of his bounties? We aré Iiving in darkness and we yeam
for the light of nis counfenance. We are hopeless; we desire 1o become
hopeful through his active example in ourmidst. We are hls sheep; we beg
for the protecting powef,of his rod. We are 1n@1gent; we hope to receive
a portion from his endlesé treasury. Is he coming to us real soon? Daily
e pray'that he ma§ cbma; bringing wltn.nim splritual healing &nd con-
fort. All other couﬁtriéé.will be 1ndlre¢tly benefitted through his trip
to Indala!" Such cries and echoeé are rscéived from that land! Mrs. Stan-
nard, in a long letter written from Madras, from mhich I quote only

extracts, says: "I have called on hlgh»céasf-Hﬂndus; connecied with the

friends I useq to knqw;,They own one of the leading magazines in tnis
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section of India. They are the friends of ¥r, Eric Hammond, the culiured

London friend;.Tﬁe Bahal Cause is little known in mos?t parts of Indis,
and we must.leéve no_étqnéuuntﬁrned to ralse our volces, teach the Oause
and get,printed matfei'out{for'fhe information of the public.--- Here as
elsewhere our only channels are the Theists, Bramo-Soma) and a few Rama
Krishna people. I. looked u? the young ed1tor of the Vedanta Journsal,
BRAH;A VADIn; and we:ére good friends. Hé'is much struck with the magni-
tude of our Movemenﬁ.zl-have_lent him th% Hidden Words and thé clippings
of my 1ectures; He has suggested that I ﬁrite a small article, stating
how much in harmony I flnd;tne gospel of;RamaKflshna and the Bahal Teaclh
ings.--~- The next nﬁmber of.ﬁRAHMA VADIN?is golng to be & blig Veve-Kenarn
da ‘number, so 1f I get something in it will ve of great benefit to the
Cause. He knows thai his journaljin not universal enough, and wants to
act on my suggestlon of widening 1t thrdugh our Movement., T rave given
him Abdul Baha's Edinburg lecture to print a 1000 coples for ne to give
away after lecturss.Tell the Master with all my love that I am getting
up leaflets through all these grouﬁs I meet, They have their own aims
and objects of inter-rellgious amity.--{In a few weeks I shall have a
lot of material for future lectures, aszthe Indians Just rush for litere
ture after each palk. I shall try to doisometnlng like that in Calcuttia,
and have sent to Rahgooﬁ'for some Hidden Words which suits the Hindu min
They are tremendous readers, and when I get the book lists for them they
crowd up and all are busy iaking down names.--- I wish so much the Maste
could see sometimes the strange sights of these religious Hindus as they
8it and listen to the unfolding of the story and tragedy of the Cause,
of the way the Light arose, how the Revelation spread over tne world
from behind prison.aobrs,fhoﬁ-tne Great Manifestation did not stand up
and lecture or'preach openly and how the will of God led Him to the
Christian and Judaic Holy land, and how ‘Hlis son, Apbdul Baha, left the
prison to meet all the schools of religious learning of Europe and Amer-

ica, etc., and hls great success. Then ﬁhe mission of universal peage



spread by this Revelation, etc.,By the time I have spoién oné hour, the
room 1s 1n deep silehce and they are as Tilgld and still as if carved in
sione. Not one eye'deviates:from my eyes.;They seem as 1f they were Jjust
listening or watching blocks of wood. When I havé finished, some seenm
quite dazed, and then a rush is made fo: bboks and information. It is a

- deeply interesting psychological study anq oh! how necessary it 18 here 4
to 1link up forces. Vy wno;e work ‘is to br;ng unification of ideals ang
principles. We are all wopk;ng'to reach the same goal, and half of these |
Theists are really Bahals in spirit. The Eram0<30maj have to be carefully |
dealt with, as they have a horrer of the ?hristian dogma of?ﬁﬁincarna~
tion. The Bahal Yovement wants powerful co-operation with certaln prac-
tical groups.--- It 1 indeed very pathetic to hear these Hinhdus ask
gagerly: 'When 1s He coming? DO you thinkzne wil; come to Indiatl-- 0OT-
ten I ¢ry into tneir ears:!'This 1s the time of Kiishna and the perlod
of Zoroaster!jOh! men!{Your Promised Deli%erer hath come. Through Hiﬁ;we
must plent the flag-bf inter-racial and réliglous Unity. Ve can wakXe this
Cause a great Univeréal pivot of Biotherhbod between East and West and a

bond of unity beiween religiopns.---' God is shaping thing& in His own

way."

From snother quarter comes an 1ntérest1ng blt of news, written by
cne of the Bahal students of the'College in Belrut.‘He‘says: "An incident
worth noting iook placéa:;ek. The Presldeﬁt of fhe_College, on the

_oceasion of the election of Badl Effendi to the chalvmanship of the Liter
ary Club, referreq tp the Cause 1n the presence of an audlence mainly
composed of the Professors, members of thé Faculty and their wives-- a
well balanced, intelligent sudlence. Fresident Bliss spoke in high terme
of the benign effeéta of the Cause on the;world in general. He referred
especially to the attitude of the Cause to the Peace Movement --that the
Bahal ¥ovement has set the world astidr and medle 11 consclous and aware o
the varbarlism and savegery of war:that sti1l permeates'the atmosphere of

¢ivilized nations. He admitted that this was a noble ideal,.whlch should

be followed by all those who are working to secure true happiness and |
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success to the world of humanity.”

For thellast'three days, Sirécco has been blowilng over .

Haifa. It is aimost ovpressive, emervating wind, coming from the Lybian

Deserts. It has the 9ffect76f slackening one's energiesland making one
indelent and sléep?lult seemed to me tnat:I wanted to sleep all the time.
It had, however, abated é 1little this eveﬁing vefore I came to hed.
Farly this morning the Beloved came down twilce to meet Haji
Abbas who has been'brought'here'from the ﬁQSpital. He was very kind and
loving to him, and dictated a Tablet to a? old heliever in Acca about
hir, arfanging his trénsference io the la@ter town. Before the Beloved
left the room, he put in the palm of his ﬁand several English pounds.
Later on in the day I was cailed 1n;o hislPresence, and he spoke vriefly
about £ne dangers Which have always surrounded him from his c¢hildhood.
I asked him about thé,significance of thej"Horn of salvation" mentioned
in one of the Gospels. Hafsaid: ghriét wag known by the name of the Lamb,
The only means ofAdefence that the lamb possesses are his horns., Now the:
means that the Lampfof God defended himsélf with were His Horns,--in
other words, His Uﬁtérances; His teachiﬁgs. From the splritual stand-
point he 'saved' the world with His Horn --His Teachings.'-- In tne. after]
noon there waé a general meetlng at the Hqiy Tomb of the Bab; at which
the Master was presént, but he did not speak. In the evening ¥irza Hadi,
¥onavar Khanom, Rouha Khanom, Mrs. Hoag.aﬁd othérs'arrived from Besirut

after a week's stay there. Two young men from Teheran and one from

Calro arrived.

Ahmad Sohrab.
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- Haifa, Syris, March 18,1914. i~
Dsar Friends:=

. Gonsultation in all the .affairs pertaining to the Cause is the in-
gliensbie richt of every Bahai Assembly, It is & right granted by Baha
fo'llgh, and will never bs abrogated, It is unchangseble and the bed-
rock vpon which our spirxtual and ingtitutiondl 1life is reared. It is
the Megna Charta of a Bahai organizabtion. Witdout it, the body will
remain lifeless, ths founcaln will bc dried up, the eyes will grow Qim,
the hends limp, the fsgel halfting and all the active members of the con-
stitution fetiered and chained: Consultation is the vital force of the
Bahgil work. Wishout it the tiny sesd will not become a mighty-oversha-
dowing tree. It is the sun of this day and dispensation. Its penetrating
rays have disnelled the ploomy darkness of the lcng night of ignorance
and iron-clad ruls. Through its heavenly sffulgence the world of human-
ity 1s illumined, the minds purified, the hearts begemmed with the stars
of wisdom, the slaves are liberated, tThs potentislities unfolded and
unlimited progress in all direotlons made possible. Consultation is the
gea ¢nd we all zre the divsrs; without diving to its bottom we will not
gather the pearls of ripe Judgement and the corgle of sound decision. It
is s broud highviay prepared for us by the Lord of maenkind. Surely this
is much preferable to the egfremely cerocksi trail through the dense jun-
gle of human opinions which, Iilled with thorny undergrowths and poi-
sonsus shrubg. Consultation is the spiritual electricity of this ultra-
modwn age., Today if the useful service of slectricity is withheld from
& c¢ivilized city, all The activities will not only be imveded but stopped.
Ye will not be able to talk with our friends through the telephone, or
send them mescages over the wire. Blectric wvars will stop and inter-

~ urban cowmunication will be susrvended., The welleaordered systems of com~

municetion and illumination Wlll be thrown into uttsr confusion, and by
nighy darkmess will spreed its ving over the city. Thugs, robbers and
essising will come out of their hiding places to pirinder end kill, sproead-
ing a reign of terror everywhere. In a similer manner, if the licht of
consultation is restralned from a Behal Assenbly, spiritual olipsrchy
will in the long run raise iis ominous head; moral despotism will en-
force its will; theocrstic assumpitions end grude“ priestly tikles will
some into use, thus tnregtenlng the simple, loviny neople into obedisnce:
spiritual autocracy with its Prime Minister absolutism will stalk abroad

.. nuked, unabashed, cold, heartless, prying aromnd for its immocent victims
end stzuning under its feet the common, basic laws of humanity. Consule
tation is the "Stronz Rope®; let us neld fagt to it. Consulvation is the
funfemental princinle of & Bahal constitution; let us protect it, Copul-
tavion ie the celeszvial £ift. conferred upon us by Abdul Baha, snd he will
never teke it back. Consulivation is the pslace of welfars and prospsrity:;
let us ebide Bp it forever wnd never lsave its majestic portals. Consul-
tation is the Ark of Salvation; let us sail on it until we veach the ha-
ven of safety. Consuliztion is one of the efimlpences of the Holy Spirit;
let us not derri¥s ourselfes of its bounties. Consultation ie the solvent
of 211 our human a=nd spiritual difficulties; let us apply it. Comsultation
is the panecea for the h-sling of all our social end moral diteases; let
us euploy it. Consultation is the univsrsal energy which is feeding daily
all the institutions snd orgenizetions; 1le. us avail ourcelves of its in~
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' exhaustible supply. ThroupBCunsulistion, the-Cange will be promoted, the

f lad-Tidings of the.Kingdom will be declemed, the fragrances of the ros

: ‘lﬁarden of Paradise will be diffused, the banners- of the Army of God will
be hoisted, the hidden Mysteries. of Truth will be disclosed end the army
of the Lord of mankind reinforced. Through Gonsultatlon, uwnity of pur~
pose is obtained, esprit de copps is realized, ths aims of divine soci-
oty are manifested, the countensnce of the Celoved of the Govenant is
ua¥ddd and the good-pleaaure of the Lord gained., In a Tablet published
in Cairo sevérgl years ago, the Master gives the following general view
concerning the Principles of Consultation.

"You have asked concerning Consultation, to the practicees of which
ve are gll comzended. The caxdinsl idea of consultatlon -is based upon
the principle that the uneminous counssls of seversl persons is weight-
ier than the opinion of a single indiviGual. The:combined force of a nu-
merows ermy is unquestionally greater than a eingle many Consequently
consultation is belouved at the Threshold of the Almight“end is one of
the comnandmsents., Consultation is necessary in all the common, human’'af-
feirs as well as in the most important, genersl matters. For example, s
shouvld a person desire to undertake & work, if he will comsult about 1%
with a number of his brethern, undoubtedly, through deliberation, careful
discugsion and investigation, the acceptable course will become cleaxr and
the real situation manifest end evident. To go a :sten further: if the in-
habitants of a village comsult togsther about their own sffairs, it is
cortaingthat the right path will be disclosed to them. Similarly the memw
bers of gulld ané profession. For example, the members of the Arts Club
hold meetings to discuss aritistic problems and furiher ideas of civic'q
veauty and proportion. Likewise the memelimts consult togethar about
their ovn concernS, = - - -

"Wow 'Spiritusl &ssemblies? (i.e. Boerds of Consultatlon o¥ Coumittee
meetings Or shy peme you might give to such a consultlng bodyx of men and
women; the Masterxcalls it "Spiritual Bssembly') 'ere organized in various
parts, the members of which consult together abomt matters pertaining to
the Cause, such as the education of the .children, teking care of the or-
phens, helping the incapacitated and uiffuslng the Fragrances of God, eto.
The membe: s ¢f such a ‘Spiritusl Assembly are elected according th the
rule of the majority, - - -7

Today a large number of Eurnvsan Jews called ‘on the Peluved. He spoke

‘.o them at length on the Principles of the Cause tnd the abandorment of
Projudicess 1t wes a most instruetive talk, and they were very plessed
with it. When they left the room, thsy were most impressed W1th the lofey
1qeals and divine conceptions of the Master® Afterward he dictated sesver~
al Tablets until noon, when I left his Presence joyful and happy. En the
afternoon we were again privileged to listerm %o his words of Truth, and
then azain he revsaled e number of Tablets for the Persism believers. .

Mirza Ali Akbser received a letter from Ruseis, telling us how a drama

shout Baha'o'lleh, composed by a Rusblsan poetess is stnged in 8%. Peters-
warg betfors & crowded audisnce of nobles and importaent personagess. The
press has received the drams with unspeskable praise and commendation and
the critics have given execsellent reviews.

There was no mesting for the evening, and the Bsloved spent the sarly
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part of the evening with Abdul Mahy, and Indian soholar of unusual in-
telligence, Ho askel many questions on Feligion, prayer, pilgrimege and
other topics of interest to the Islamic world?., He has come especislly
from Indias to meet ehhe Master and esk & set of questions, and so for the
next few days will be & frequent caller. One of the believers from Yazd
told me of the supreme steadfastness of Uirza Mohammed Reza, who was
errested by the Goverrment. Ae he was taken to the prigon, he was bage
tinadoed before & large crowd at every turn of the sireets. At one of
these piaces, while they were inflicting upon him the punishment, he
covered his face with his coat, The executioners thought he was weeping,
end when they csme around and uncovered his face they saw tho their as-
tonishment that he was clesning his testh with a brush, "What ert thou
dotng all this time?" They asked., "Oh! I am c%;aning ny tteéhh. One of
the commandments of our religion 1s the cleanliess of the teeth. Real-
izing I heve nothing to do gt this time, I am cleaning my teeth.'

Ahmad Sohrab.
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- ~-~Bahaj Negt, MountTarmel,

" ' Reife, Syria, March 19, 1914,

Dear Friends:~- :

"He hath made one 21l nations of men." One of the principles of
the religion of Baha'o'llah is the ongness of the world of humanity. He
hqtn made this the foundation of the Bahsi Cause, and the sharp weapon
with vhich thsy are fighting ageinst the disintegretiom of the .powers of
darkness. Every Bahai 1ives intthe rsrified atmosphere of Aivime bro=
therhood. Irrespective of race, metion and religion, he considers all
mankind as the memhers of his own family. "The world is my home™ ig the
simple motto of all the Bahais. God has deposited the love of EBis chil-
dren in their hearts? They are prompted by humanitarian ideas and have
completely disce®ded the veils of prejudicss. Thzgy kave hroken the idols
of plurality end have entered the Temple of -God's Hrity. To serve their
fellow-men is their greatest honor ané privilege. NWo word is loved by tHsem.
more than the word “Service,” '

With the dawn of the Bum, the Beloveld serves the world, relieves tha
want of the indiviual, meets peoples of all faiths, chsers wp the des-
pondent and sheds the sunlight of hapniness all around him, Thus this
morping as sotn as I arrived and was walking throuvgh the flower-beds,

thes Master sent for me, ani I hmrried up the steps wilth the same yearn-
ing end longing as that of a newly arrived pilgrim. Ee vas welking with
firm steps and as I apprasched the door he came near and smote me on
the right cheek, "Is this enomgh for today"y he ssked. Before I was able
to answexy, he told Bashser 1o bring me a cup of tea. Then ha started to
dictaete Teblets to the Persisn believers and a Very long ons o Americs.
For about thres hours the heaven of revelation wes rent asunder and the
heavenly Mazne was continually descending. Svrely this pure water shall
irrigeis many lands =2n? gliay the thirst of many people. In these days
his good health perwits him to.attend to the vast amount of inereasing
correspondence and guite a number of these pebtilvions ere being answerved.
In the afternocn cur Indian philopopher called or the ¥eloved and azein
propounded a series of gquestions, philosophical, thelistic and theological:
guch as the existence of $o0d, predestination, the relative station of
Christ and Mohamwmed, the spirituel powsr of the Manifestaticn »f God,
and the Tnity of the sssence of the All-pervading Intelligence. Numer-
oug quotations wers made from the Bible snd Koran awd fraditions 0 sub-
stantiate his remarks, the man becoming more send more interested, till
'.t the end of & three hoursg® conversation hel expressed smazement and sat-
V. efaction. Just befcre his &epsrture, the Beoved dictated a wonderful s
rebic Mablet to Mirza Moneer, the eloguence and fluency of which eston-
ished our Indian philiosopher. Thsn he was completely captivated. He kmew
the charm and besuty of the Arabic language, and so while the Magter was
uttering these wordes of Lruth he sat there marvelling snd loet in a ses
of contemplation. Seldom have I seen the Belovsd manifesbing such a wide
range of knowledge and wisdow, Sursly this Indiex scholar had come with
othsy thou%hts in his mind; but after hearing the W aster for three hours
nznifest such infinite versatility of information on the deep subjects
0f Eagfern philosophy and religious lore, his ideas wers wholly changed.
Speaking about the opinion thet God is the Creator of dboth "good and evil”,
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he sgid: "It 18 self-svident that God is the source of confirmation.

Wers it not for His Copformation, man couvld accomplish nothing. Help
. must come from himi Pro example, the power of s provisionel Covernor
must come from the centrel. suthority., If he is not vested with execuw
tive powsr by the Shen or King, he is unable to sccomplich anything.

He can treat with fairjess and justice his subjscts, or Gesl with them
in ths spirit of a tyrantt But the King has givénshim iaws so that he
mey be feir ard Just in @ll his deslings with thz people and not commit
any injustice.”

Spegking sbout his own station he sald: "Just ap you are a servan?®
of God I am also a servaht of God. I am tho absolute Servant of the Al-
wighty without imrlicstiom or interpretatiom. I golrify my servitude,.?
This servitude is my glorious Crown, my Ultimate Hope, my highesi asw
niration and ry ¥oliest statiom. I have no other tidiles save this. All
other titles are superfiluous, empty ideas and spurious a. sumptiors. This
cycle is the Cycle of ILights These are old terminologies based upon ige
norsnce and superannuated superstitions. The guintessence of our pur-
pose is pervitude &t the Holy Thresghoid. Whoever is the servant of
God, he is & followsr of all the teachings of the Divipe Proghets;
those spiritual bteachings which wers taught by Mohammed, Christ and
other Messengers of God. We must obsy and practice thess principles.
Theee are the virtuss ¢f the world of humenity. These virtues congist
of the Love of God, the knowledge of God, philanthropic deeds, service, :
- - Porms =nd ritusls may be necessary to some people, but the primary ‘
foundation of ¢ivine religion is the kmowledgs of the Almighty through
scientifiv end reasonabls ;roofs. Uow we have forgotten this essential
object and have clumg to se¢t af dogmas and creeds which will not held us
al all. These ceromonies are like unte the body and the spiritual teache
ings 1like unto vhe Jpirif., Imitation In roligicn is net allow=ble; we
mest £ind the 'Why' sné the ‘'Wherefore' for ourselves. The re ligion
of God Joes not consist of prayers, fasting and genuflections snd going

to Mosgune. God hath said: 'L nhave created men so that he may know mel!
_______ u '

In ths evening the bslievers »f God gsthered in the reception room
znd the Beloved roceived them with evident joy ‘and plsasure. de sooke
briefly, only for @z few minutes, because the effernoon converseshiom

had exhauvsted him. Then hs scked Ostad Mohammwed ALl to chant & poem by
Bate'o'1llah,.

Ahmad Sohrab.




Banai West, Mount Carmel,’
Haifa, Syris, March 20, 1914,
Dear Friends:= :
Tomorrow will be our New Years Day, and for the last few days the
pilgrims have been reminding each Other of the glorious privilege to be
on Mount Carmel at such a time and receive a share from the Bestowals
of the Almighty. This morning the steamer fur Port Said brought Akmad
Yazdi, Moh=mmed Yaxdl sud Mirza Ali Akbar Rafsanjany, who had spent nsar-
ly fifty days in Stuttgart, teaching the Cause. Of cours® his preliminery
report of the state of the Hshais in Germeny wes most glwoing end pleasad
the Beloved very much. Many, many meetings were held during their atay,
and many new souls were attracted. Consul, Mrs. and Miss Schwarz are
serving the Cause with real devotion and love, end their sctivities are
becoming more and more c¢entralized in this Movemend. Almost daily meet-
ings have been held, speeches delivered and the public intersst waxing
more and more. Then the Beloved began to speak sbout the wonderfnl faith
and staunch love of the Germen believers. "In resalityW, he seid, "they
are worthy to be called the sons and daughters of the Xingdom. They are
the fragrant rosss of the Paradise of Abha. They are ever resdy %o stcw
rifice everything in the path of the believers of God. They have under-
stood the femlity of this Cause, grasped its spiritual significance and
realized more than anything elseits universal aspect.”™ He went on for
wore than fifteen minutes, speaking now of this believer, now of that,
saying that at the Divine Threshold he is praying for all of them. Then
he gpoke very enthusiestically sbout the family of Consul Schwerz, and
how they are set aglow with the Fire of the livve of God. Miss Ollie
Schwarz, Faresdah Khonom, is the'embodiment of lights.™ Although stiil
young she speaks about ths Cause with elogquerce and sincerity."She loves
the Cause passionately”, he ec8id, at the close of his tribute to this
nobvle, truly Banai fanily. .

. Misg Rosenberg hal asked from London whether it is alloweble to pay
the travelling expenses of a Balai tescher who leaves his home end goes
into enothsr city to lecture on the Movement, at the especial invitation
of the Bahais. The Beloved spoke as follows on this question:;- 'A tesch-
er must never ask for money Tfor any of his personal needs, but the de-
liovers must by themselves in a voluntsry spirit provide him with his
travelling expenses, etc., especddlly when he cannot pay for them. This
must be done very quietly without any public announcement. It may be done

ither by the Committee, or one or a few individuals. Whemn the question

¥ money comes up and arguments of & finanoial nature are vehemently
presented, in meny cases. the people lose their gpiritual fragrance, There
fore all the friends wust despatch the financial obligations of the Cause
with the utmost joy and spirituality. Momey questions must never become
t00 prominent in any Ba%ai compunity; as this would prevent the spirit-
ual advesncement of the vause, i.e., to sawaken the souls from sleep, o
vivify them with the Breath of heavenly citvilization gnd to gulde them
into the Rizwan of Reality. The Bahais must live in accord with the ex-
hortations of Christ when He says: 'And why take ye thought for raiment?
Consider the 1lilies of the fisld, how they grow; they toil not, neither
do they spin. - — Wherefore, if God so cddthe the grass of the field,
which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall He not much
more c¢lothe you, O ye of 1ittle faith? FThersfore, take no thought, saying
what shall we eat, or what shall we drink? Or: wherewithel shall we be
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clothed® (Por s&fter all these things 40 the Gentiles seek;) for your
heavenly Father imoweth that ye have nesd of all these things. But ssek
ye first the Kingdom of God and His Righteousmess; and all these things
shall be added unto youl' The bdmds of co-opesration end muttiel assistance
bind =211 the Bahsis btogether, and they are ever ready to sacrifice their
lives for each other's sake. Therefore they must heln sach other, mnot

by compuleion dut by voluntary contributions, In Parsis the teachers

are assisted in wany ways, and in the majority of cases all their trav-
elling expenses are pald, but without any publicity.™®

What I know on this subject and have hesrd from the lips of many
teachers ané believers who ocome from evexy pert of the E ast to meet
the RBeloved is this:~ There &are many Asssmblies - Teheran and Hshka-
bad for instance, which for the last several years have boen sonding
teachers fo various countries of the Orient, and paying not only their
trzvelling expenses but everything else. Ashkabed alore has maintained
four sctive teachers in the field, the yearly expenses of each smount-
ing to hundreds of dollars. And let it be understood that thess friemds
are not wealthy, and heside this one otem of expernse they Irve many cth
other expenditures to meet, such as the upkeep of the Mashrak Rl Azkar,
the Bahai School, etc., ete. ALl these things are done without the blow-
ing of any horn or the fanflare ~f publicity. In such manner the Bahais
of the Orient attend to these duties, without any epparont exertion on
theier part.

During the dsy several Arabs called to see the DBeloved, aud in turn
ke paid them s visit, He went ovt three times during the day, and esch
time I waiched his fiym steps and majestic hesarirg ns ths left the house,

Tane werriage of our desr brother Mirza Ali Akber of Zmssia to the
davgbbter of Hosseldn Aga is e2tbled for day after tomorrow, and so every-
tody is coumgratuleting him. He has not seen his dride, in fact none Hut
ths ladies bave seen her. Mrs. Fosgg tells me she is a charming girl,
bat thet is 21l.Those who &are alvanced in their ideas of sccial equalw
ity think the custiom of Oriemtel warriages is The most stranse end in-
expressible! How & ccuple who have nevsr seen esch othexr o talked to
gach other, even one word, can consent %0 be united together all %throf
thair lives is incomprehensible to them!

In the evening the Beloved gave g talk on cne of the Bahai epimodes
in Ragdad - how a governor who was gallen into disgrace and prison was
reicased through the prayers of Baha'o'llak. Then he s8id: "Mhe Fer—

man believers are loyal. They ers attracted and sincere. fow wonderfully

receives so0 much honor and so0 many meetings are prepared for himi

significant it ig that Mirzs Ali Akbar, & Persian, goes to stuttgart,
Q!EB <g no other than through thé Tewer of Bahato'Lllabl®

Ahmsd Sohrab.
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Behal Fest, Wourt—Ba.wei;—mesra, Syris,
~ March 21, 1914.

Dear Friends:~

Many cablegrams from the believers in Americs, Burope, Pergia, India
Russia, Turkey, Arabia, etc., send thelr best wishes and Bahai greetings
to the Presence of the Beloved They are the white winged messengers of
good-fellowship and good-will between the Bast and the West, They are
binding the hesrte of the pecple in the Love of God and the divine prin-
¢iples of the human life. This morning we arose with thankfulness because
the sun of & New Year was rising from the Bastern horizon. PThe world was
flooded with sunshine and the beagutiful flowerwy filled the sir with theirx
sweet scent. Joining the pilgrims we descended the Mountain sbout 8 A.M.
t0 greet the Lord of mankind. The reception room was decorsted with row
ses end the Msster received 2l1ll the friends with genuine love end friend-
ship. What an sll-glorious day it was! The bikds were twittering outside
on the branches of ths orange tress and the believers were supremsly
happy inside because the heavenly Nightingale was singing the songs of
Joy and beatitude. Roses were distributed amongst all the believers.
"Our feasts™, he said, "are vexry wonderful. Qhey are unigue and peerless,
During the days of the Blessed Perfection we celebrated this New Yeass
Pay with great festivities. ~« -« - Everybody was in the utmost joy and
happiness, attraction and hopefulness. The New Year's Yay is a day of
pleasure gnd delight. Although in those days we were prisonsrs, yeot ac-
cording to our 2bility the room of Baha'o’llah was decorated with roses
and flowers, and a variet y of candies and bonbons were provided which
wore distributed amorngst the friends by Bis own hand. -~ -~ - These days
are the days of feasting and rejoicing, love and good fsllowship, days
of receptions and banquets, days of meetings and assombliss. Because
these deys are vacation days, great conventions snd Coungresses must he
held whersin people gether together %o deliberate on measures of univer~
sal import. They wmustiry to golve such problems as will yield eternal re-
sults and consult about such mattefs 83 will benefit ths world of humen~

Jity, ~ so that at the énd of the vacation the members of the commpunity

may have become richer, morally, apirituslly , and intellectuslly, ang
better wmeans of livliihood for the poor have besen prcvlaed thus they

may become bappier and more comfortable, For example, ig durlng such
days a Great Consultation Bahai Gonvention were to be organlzed, its
results would be infinite. Bach session must be devoted o the consider-
ationrof various vit8l topics and humanitarisn principles, and seversal
seesions be devoted +to the discussion of yiwmsiways and means for
spreading the Cause in different par$s of the world and declaring the
Glad-Tidings of the Kingdom to &ll mammind. The benefits of such a Bon-
vention will be universal snd all the Bahais will be made very happy and
enkindled with the Fire of greater activity and zeal. The Bahai world wily
be inspired with newer vision and will be impelled to enter into brosdq
er fields of labor. On such feast days the rich members of the communi-
ty wust spregd large feasts for the unfortunate ones, and contridute
toward the maintenance of charatable, educational and philanthropic in-
stitfutions; thus the spirit of holiday and merry Meking will be ghared
by all, and not only by the well-to-do, On such days the wealthy as well
ag the indigent musb become mirthful, lively and joyous. « -~ — =7



e

March 21, '14. 2.

After relating a short story, very touching, of how he spent a sim-
ilar New Year's Day with Baha'o'lleh in a lovely garden near Bagdad, and
ow its memory is never effaced from hia mind, Abdul Bahsa asked Sheikh
Mohammed Ali to chent the Pablet ol the T 7.4 of the Feast, espscially

revealed for an occasion like this by fthe Supreme Manifestation. I bhad
never heard it before and if I get en opportunity I shall translate i%
it in the course of time. When the meeting was brought to a c¢lose and
the Beloved left the room, all the believers started to wish each other
a Heppy New Year, each embracing the other and kissings the cheeks three
times. What love and genuine affection exist between these sturdy men
whid have never seen sach other before! I thought I had hidden myself in
the cornér of the room, so as to walch this wonderful scene of the mani-
tfestation of the spiuritual love, but I was forced and driven out of uy
hiding place. In a seconf I was surrounded by all the men - young and
0ld - each clamoring to kiss me first. I fell into it for good. All the
avenues 0f escape were bairicaded, and I had to yield to the inevitable.
After this hsppy re~union, we all scatéered in the rose garden and till
noon we were ‘talking sbout the privileges of these glorious days. Mirza
Ali Akbar gave a large dinner on the sl pe of Mount Tarmel, inviting all
the believers. Tebles were laden with delicious: viands and fruits. The
wonen folk were enftertained with similar feast in the house of the Be-
loved., In the afternoon, Perisan, Turkish, Zorocastrian and Jewish pil-
grims chanted poems and Tablets, and the utmost 1-ve and amity ruled the
hearts. Many believers game from Acce and joined us in the Feast., Mirza
Ali Akbar was the center of felicitation wherever he happened 4o be. In
the afternoon & number of young Bahais took ths bridegroom under the pi
gines and we passed an hour of blissful remembrence of those days thet
aha'o'llah pasced under them. :

{fir Indian philosopher called on the Beloved: sbout evening and had
another long conversgtion with him or the philoscophic and religious ques-
tions of Islam, This time he was wore sttentive, and wrote down every-
thing the Master t0ld him. When he returrs to India, filled with these
gpiritual teechings, he will be an indirect influence in the promotiaom

of ths Cause. .
Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahsi Nest, Mount Cramel, Haifa, Syris,
March 22, 1914. ’

Dear Priends:e- : . '

The translation of a Teblet to the members -of the Bahai Assembly
in Washington regarding the life of that great tescher, Mirza Abul
Pazl, will be of interest to our friends far and near:-

"0 ye believers of God and the maid-servants of ths Merciful!l

¥rhe letter of condolence and sympathy, expressing grief and afflic-
tion at the death of His Holiness Abul Pazl was perussd. It comferred
consolation to the heart. Praise be to God that: the believers of Wash~
ington ars. informed of the station of thet most noble personege. With
weoping eysc and burning hearts they mourned and lamented et the Meu-
orial meetings coumemorating his depariure. This glorious personesge was
a brillaint crb, a luminous lamp, & blessed, fruitfunl tree, & waving
ses, of knowledge, a dountain of the. Water of Life and established the
Ark of BSalvation. From the beginning of his childhood he had the ut~
mogt faith end was Imbued with & religious spirit. A1l his life weas
spent sither in the acquirement of knowledge orywas engegeé in the wor=
ghip of the Trus One., or occupied in the purau% of of sciences or
philosophies; until hs heard the Call of God, hastened toward the King~
dom of God, listened to the Melody of the Supreme Concourse, turned his
face towgrd the Besuty of Abha and became so attrscted and enkingled
that the believers and acquaaintances became astonished, exclaiming: Whet
a daszling light.which is ignited in this transparent lampl What & glo-
ious bestowal which has become refulgent in this Cyclel :

"In short he severed his heart entirely from this ephemeral world
and turned his gaze complsbely toward the reslm ondFighl He olosed his
eyes wholly to the rest, comfort and honor of this material esarth, and
attached himself t» the spiritval Gald*Tidings, merciful fragrances and
divine outpourings! Who soever found himself in his preserce and pro-
pounded to him the moegt absfruse gquestions of divine philosophy, lisw-
tened fo most rational and sstisfoactory snswers. Hig blessed heart was
the sping of reslities and significmnoes, allaying the thirst of every
thirsty one. In the demonstration of the Cause of the Beauty cf Abha, he
wrote books and innumerable phmphlets, a number of which are published
and circulated. In the Path of God he forsook his native land and tra-
velled in many parts of the wordd. In every city he summoned the inhadb-
itants to the Kingdom of God and imparted t0 mankind the glad-tidings of
i @he Sun of Reelity. In his lsctures he drought forth the most irpefutable
\W¥vidences and incontrovertiable proofs - intellectusl emd scriptual. He
was &rdscd endowed with sn eloguent tongus end a: fluent utterance. He
had a luminous heart and an extraordinary intelligence; a marvellousg
memory aend a mirsculous caspacity. Having vigited many countries &nd
blessed with a last pilgrimage to the Holy Land, he domiciled in Alex-
andria. While living in the former cifty he ascendéed to the Suprems Con-
course. Like unto the yearning nightingale, he winged his way to the
rose garden of the Luminary of the regions, snd similar to a thirsty
fish he hastened toward the fathomless sea, Although the hearts were
g8¢8¥tched with the fire of sepmeration, the souls of the Bahails were
burned like unto the candles end from all the cities the cries of la-
mentations smd meanings were heard, the eyes wept and the spiri fs were
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consumed ;~ yeot that leader of the lordly ones was released from the
ngrrowness of this world and soared toward the infinite apex. The drop
wag joined to the ocean and the ray returned’ to the Sun. He was lib~
erated from the wilderness of separation snd ascended to the Court of
the Transfiguration of the Tord of the Covenantt Wow he is submerged
in the sea of Lightd ang enthroned in the Xingdom of Abhal

Upon yo be Baha El Abhal :

(Signed) Abdul Bahs Abdas..

Ooly a few minutes in the Presence of the Beloved this morning suf-
ficed fto fill wy heart with the songs of gladness, and whesh I came out
of the reception room Doctor Mohammed Saleh and Mohommed Taki Bsphé-~
hani, of Cairo, found their way into the Holy Presence of the Xing of
Kings. They received their £iswl instructions, becavse they were leaving
tonight. They are two spendid, whols-spouhed Rshais -~ actlve, alerl snd
sincere. The rest of the morning was spent with private interviews and
personal talks with different individuals. In the afterncon our Indian
scholar had g two hours ¢onveeseation with the Master, asking him mare
questions on most subtle, theclogical problems, and received answers )
which satisfied his heart and soul. Little by liftle he is melted befors
the heat of the Sun of Reality, and more and more he ig convinced of thir
great Revelation., : ' o

In the evening the Editors of two powerfill newspapers ih Syris speke
spoke with the Beloved on the Principles and higucry of this Movement,
end receivel many jewsls of wisdom for the enlightewmert of thsir people.
Thus daily the power of the Cause of Baha'o'llah is being felt mors by ;
the ouvsiders. Recentliy a literary and scientific monthy called the '
"Beyan', and published in Cairo, has written three seridl articles on
the teachings 0f this Movement, which have aroused the whoie Islamie
world to the supremd importapce of the Revelation. Prof, Vambery's let-
ter to Abdul Baha was likewise trensiated inte Arabic smd published there-
in, Meny of us are fagst asleep and are not aware of the spiritual ac~
tivities of the Beloved, and how he unites together the most ausagon-
istic foroes in the service and spread of the' Caunse, The result of this
silent, noiseless work will become manifest in the no¥d-far-distert-

future. '
Ahmad Sohreb.
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Doar ¥risule: -

Tptay won pligrims arrived frem three widely separatzad pOanS' six
from India, fonwr Zorocestrlans, Esbmaxn, oh&hrPVar, nsheed and Key Xhos-
ro, from Bombay, one Mohawmetan S¢@ad Mostafa, from Rangoeon; one “indu,
K. R.\akzl fron Sura¥y; thrss from Shiraz, Adefeeb inightingale) the fam-
ous Bahai poeo¥, Mirza Malnoud Assar and ¥irza Ayssa Fhan; @nd from Nur,
Mezandaren, The pragcnca Gf these spirztually miadad peop*e and their
intensa devotion to the (suse create in one’s hreaast the holiest exul-
tation and greet snthusinse, They are visible cigns of that irvisible

spirit of brotherbood whicn is uskering in s new era of divice humanity
sné oorrelating all ths inner forces df celes¥ial civilization. They are
the heral@sodi the Kingdom of God and the spirifuaz guldes of the peo-
ple of the world.

While I wss walking in the gsrden early in the moxnmpg, the Baloved
came out of the house followed by Mirza Hedi. He said he was going to
egll on the bridegroom. On his return he sent for Mirza Azzizollah Khen,
from Nour, and s oke with him in detaeil sabout the early dsys of Beha'o?
1lsh in thet town. Two Turkish officers were the guests of the Masbter
for lunch. In the afternoon & man whose gson died lately called on the

Peloved, and he did much to console and chser him with sssuring words.
In his talk tonight to the esssmbled pilgrims in the reception koom of
his house, he said: "You are all welcomef. A party of the pilgrims went
today to Acca to visit the Holy Towd, and srnother party will go tomorrow.
In each case they will have brayed ené will pray in my behalf. When the
proper time comes I also will go to Acca and spand there my last days.
My sest is Acca. Because my heslth ws not good the dscetors cdvsied me very
much to stay here, and =8 there sre ~ther matiers 16 be consgidered I
continved to abide in Haifa; otherwice 1 would not have stayed here. No-
where is ny hearu at ease save in Acca - bsceuse it is the prison inwn
of the Blessed Zerfection. Por nine consscutive years the Blessed Perf-
fection 2id not put his feet cutuvide the gaive #f Acca. It was either im-
prisomment in the Barrsck or olusely watcasd and guarded in ths house
The day of His depsxrtore frow the tow to twe plain of Akcca was consid—
ered the most iwportant in the Behai Cause. A priscner He wasg, and accori-~
ing the the strict; royal firman of Abdul Aziz he was tu be Jailea in &
cell 211 &lune, n ot even one of us was to be allowed to see or to talk to

:.-ﬂlm, and %o leeve the tswn of Acca wmas & mmabver gtrictly forbidden. In

rief, he was %o be a life prisener, with thece deadly rsstrictions. On
day ;h:le Fe wos wgnkzng in the house, in %Hhe courses of His conversavion
he said:'It is now nire years gince ny eyse hsve beheld one biade of
grats. ¥ He loved the gresn pas.urss, vardﬂnt plains, blossoaming trees

end flowsring spots; especially tha prairie of acca, which was wonderfully
green and-carpeted wi th vwild flovera during the months of spring. For
this reason He often rsmarked: 'The elty is the world of bodiss, the
country is the world of spirits,’ Heallng these statemsnts from the Bles-
sed lips of Beha®o’llsh, one day I took with me Neuri Bey, Hakki Bey and
Mehmoud Bffendi Toupjee - 211 three political priconers - and walke?é
straight out of the gete intn the plain of Acca, The str;nge part of this
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strenge proceeding was thet while the guards were stationsd on both
gides of The gate, they did not =g wuch es 1ift one finper to prevent
us from going out, which was of course the woet natursl thing for them
to  do. On end on we wzlkeld, revelliny in our new-found freadom, $ill
we rerchel th: present Brlace of Basha'o'llah (Bahajee). Here they had
just laid out an orcherd, wherein they had planted new apricot &rnd peach
trees. The wind dlowingthrough the branchss stirred our hearts with a quic:
and new vibration. It wss a mogt ideal scens. Theat day we walked and
valked arsund the green country snd then I retured to fown. Several deys
pessed after this svent, and then I gave a feast to the afficials of the
towa undsr the pines near Bahajee. This broke the talicman of iuncarcer-
ation, and from that ime I was allowed to go out and vékk 8s ny own in-
¢linetinn led me. There lived in Acca g wman by the name, of Mohammed Pa-
sha Safvat, who was most iniwmicsd %o the Ceuse. He had buwilt a palecs
shout five or six miles cutside the G~wn. For many dsys I searched forx
a suitable nouse tr rent for the Blessed ferfeotion, bui I could find
nwthing else but the pelece -f this man. AfTsr wuch delay and pnstpone-
wment, through the Confirmeisn ©f &»d T succeeded in reating this pal-
sce from him at $28€0 a yesr, providel I mish? be sllowed to renair the
mengion . with ths renv nof the Tirst five yrers. Having prepersd and fur-
ished £11 the rooms, I ordered the esrydenters 4o make for we a carriage
with c¢over, which was ¢one in due time. Having pre ared everything end
attended t0 every detail, T wen?t & the Bleamsed “erfection znd szid:
TA zord memeion is mads ready <or you outside of Acca. It is wonderfully
gitu-ted and very cherming. From one side the lively mruntains ard unde~
laving valleys sre seen; from snother gide there are large orange snd
mandarine orcherds; the oranges, lilke uwnt¢ ths ref lanterns, shine and
glow throvgh vhe green boughs; from enother gide, verdent gardens and
prairies, full of marcisst and tulips ere seen; the Hediterrean glistens
in the distance; a siream of corl water flows in the center; in brisf,
it is an ideal plece. I supplicate y-u tc lsave the town and live there,'
The Blssed Perfection answersd: 'l <m & prisuner. The prisovners are not
alinwed %0 70 beyond thse town nf Accal' I repeated szain wy praises of
the ~lace, and bepsad him o come out. But $0 no avail. Again He re~
fusei my reguest. I 418 not cere tv5 £ 'n wivh this insistence, so I
chnse silence znd left the Blessed ferfsction’s Precence..

"I thouzht a good feal aver this metter, trying te £ind a solution
,0 This problem. Finglly I¢ decided to send frr the Mofti, who loved Ba-
ha'o'llah and enjoyed freedom of conversetion in His Presence. “hen he
terrizads I told him something had come which none of us was able to cope
¥ith gave him. He askei what it was. I said: "We are all anxious that
the Blssed Periection should go out of town. I have begged Him twice,
the belisvers have also entrected, but sall heve been refused., This is
thy work. Afier sunset o thou to the house, knock &% the door, and if
they ask thee whet thou dost want, say :'I have come to mest Baha'o'lleh,.'
Thou muet not leave His Presence withnut His promise to £0 cut.

“As suo'n as he was given permisgeion to enier *he Tresence, he went
directly <o Him snd threw himecelf &t His Holy Peet, took hold of His
Dlesssd Hend &nd bluntly seid: 'My Lord! Thy dost thow not go out. The
country is cherming, the weather is deliphtful, the pastures are green,
the wabter is cocl snd the pelsce ig mede ready.' The Bless:é Ferfsetion
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said to hims ‘Mofif! I am & priconeri® 'Oh!' he said, 'You are not s
risoner. You &re free. Everytihing depends upon your own WILL.' Again
Beha’o'llah objected,but the Mofti ¢id not let Eis Hands go and insist-
ed and insisted till the much-expected promise was given. Coming out of
the house the Mofti csme %0 me znd imparted to me the glad news?3: 1 was
overJoyed, so much so that I kissed His lips many times. On ths hext
dzy when I stood in the Presence of the Blessed erfection, He smiled
end sgid: "%hat s tenacloua man you sent to mel ' T said: 'NOW‘JOU have
given your promise to the Yofti that you will po out. The cerriege is
ready at the door.! - = - « I rode with Him through the streets of Acca
and beyond the gete., Then I alighted from the carriage and walked to the
palace of Mazee-gh, The Bleased Perfection was most pleassed with the place.
It was about the middle of Pebruary, and in thst menth end in March the
whole country was beleckeld with flowers, the plain of Acca was dancing
with Joy end the mountain, the valleys and gardens were: intnxicated with
the wine of happiness and were crying out 'O Repture! O.Bliss!' Those
heavenly months and years were spent in the mtmdst rejcicing till it wes
found out thet She place wes too small to sccomodste the growing nesds
of the Holy Family. Then thers was another palace bel-.nging to Abboud
and his family. This was the Pslace of Behajee, Abboud and his children
got sick and went into town. I wanted to rent this palece from him; he
wighed to preseat it to me and insisted uwpon it. Finally I rented it
from him at $150.00 a year, and Baha'o'llah and the members of the Holy
Family wmoved into it. From that time on, He lived in aJee and Acca,
alternarely, till the day of Hias departure dawned u@on 18 and threw us
into the depths of despair and sorrow.”

Then he asked Sheikh Mohammed Ali to chant the Holy mablets end
the mseting was brought to an end,

‘Ahmsd Sohrab.




Bakail Fest, Mount Carmel Haifa, Syras,
Marah - ?4 914»
Diuwr Frienlsy -

Most intsresting and eignificant Bahal pervanuL¢?¢es are llv:ng on
Moun+ Jairwel, Bach one of them is & power ia hig own comwunity and each
has done rmch to push back the frontisr of dgncrence and dispel the {ark-
nesg of prejudice snd spread the light of ?iﬂzne krnowledge, N,R.Vakil,
of gurat Indis, is an energetic yourg Behaeil. Born and bdred in the cloge
confinement &nd nsrrow ClTuLe of the Hindu Cast. sysiem, he has heaped
out of the limited bounds into the bronad arena of universal fellowshipe
He has broken the chains and fetbters of ancestral traditions snd hide-

- bound dogmas and is now soaring toward the shining heights «f commoa bro-

therhood. He has & swny nature and ss the Beloved said:"Always smilses.”
He spesks English flusn?ly . snd writes it perfectly. Many articles writw
ten by him on the C.ouse have appearel in the Englisgh press of India, and
there is extant a very instructive pamphlet from his pen. He is get g«
glow with the Fire of the Love of God, snd is a living example of the
levelling power of the Bahai Revelsticn. He has slready ftevght many souls,
and will teach more when he is back smong his own people, burning with
this holy yearning. Whet en illumineted, loving, refined face he hes!

' The first moment I louked into his fmce I loved him a&s one of my desrect

brothers. Tonicht I spent a delightful hour with him in my Nest. My feol-
ing towerd was “min~led with the sweet fragvence of the roses, two large
vases of which decorated my woiting tsble. "My fathsr", he paid, "“is an
orthodox Hindn, and sk uld he know thet I had eaten &t the game table,
not only with a MohammeCen or a Zoroasgtriem but with e Hindu belonging
to andther cast, he wwmld disowm me forsver. Indian people §hepfdivided
fnse; ﬁgursga§§$ Lessas, 7AN *&nﬁumbﬂaﬁléusnhﬁﬁix&&9n~w,@hese- ap80b1gtewilh
ach other soolally. Intermarriage is rigidly forbluuen, angé cloge com-
punication is not sllowed. If a person invites & friend to dinner who
is of snother caste, he will set for him ar~sevarete teble and he must
consume his dimner alone. The Gishes he uses sre not touched by the mem
bers of che family, and sre kept entirely sewarate, It is mogt diffi-
cult for you to realize the importance of caste. The caste rule even for-
bids @ member to leave India. I have three brothers.zll of whom know
something abous the Cause, but none 0f thewm have yet acceptel the Reva
alation,” He talked with me ahout many other thinzs, sbout Hindu customs
¢nd menners. "Now", he seid at lest, "Praise be to God thet I have be-
come 8 Behais 1 love all the pecble and my highest wish is to serve wan-
kind. Our Cause is the Cause of Salvation. All the people sre eszer-
ly expecting the arrivigl of the Mester., We hope he will come to us and
gecatter far andé wide the rays of the Sun of Rcality."

In the mornlng the Master called into his rresence all the newly ar-
rived pilgrims, and Seysd Mohsmmed Mostafa gave s short, concise report
of the work of Dr. amd Mrs, C@eksinger in Bomddby «nd Surat. They are t
teaching many new £ovls and are holding high the\rorch of Divine Guidance.
Several petitions from most important perscnagea - Hindu - were present-
ed to the Master. "In Irdis", the Beloved paid, "we need many able teach-
ers who are femiliasr with the systems of Hindu thought snd kmow the ven-
acular languages: SayddMiiskafimed Mogstafa is & perfect teacher. He fills

1‘/
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all these requirements, but we nesd meny souls 1ike him." Mrs. Stan-
nsrd's work in Xarachi was aloa reviewed &nd memy hearts were mepde vsry
hatpy.

The lecved praised Doctor Bahram and his active work in Surat. "He
is attreoted end enkindled end I hope he will make extraordlnary PrOgrYosa
in this glorious Cause."

After this mesting the beliavers gathered around our Indian friends
and greeted them with love and genuine affection. Saysd Mostaffa was
the speaker of the hour and gave the highsest commendation to the pa-
tience and perseversmce of Mrs, Yersinger in the prooclsmstion of the
Glad News of the Eingdom of Peace. "She has deliversdd a lecture before
the Jain Students! Assoclation, amd all of them ars greetly attracted
to the Cause. The President of this Sect has asksd her to form a class
for their women end teach them systematiocally. He has written a peti-
tion to the Beloved, and has supplicated him to go to Indis, saying
that the Master's arrlval will confer -a new life to theé Inulan pepleé;
ghat these teachings, fluwing from his lips will illumine ¥heir hearts.
O Iord, we sre waiting!? hé says at the end of his lettere = « -
Accordlng to the Buddhist beliefs, They heve expectec the coming of five
Buddhas; four of these havs zop- ared the last one heing Geutsma, who
&np: -eTed in India bsfore Christ. They are now weiting for the com1ngof
the f£ifth Buddhs, whieh acoording %6 oum interprepation, hes bheen ful~
filled in the Manifestation of Beha'o'llsh. Yhenever we talk to them
about the Teachings in & general way, they express the highest pleasure;
but no soonsr do we tell them that Mitras, the Pifth Budiha, has appear-
ed, than they make an obdecwzon uQ it. Incla is now reaay for the Bahai
Prinozples.“ : : \

The Master did not leaves the house todmy, and Gaemagam end other of-
ficers callef dn him. The evening was s»ent quietly and sweetly with the
Foly members nf the family, end thus there wes no meeting; the believers
agcsnded the Mouniain wnlle a number ¢f them were chenting improvised
- poems. . :

Ahmad Sohrab.‘
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‘Bahai Nest, Mount Tarmel, Haifa, Syria,
' ' March 25, 1¢14,
Dear Friends:- A ‘

figerve thy fellowmen. in whichever way thou art sble, and do not ex-
pect any reward from them.” This the belief of the President of the
Jainigtudentsl Society in Incia, as releted by‘Sgyad Mohammed Mostarfa.
This & Bshai belief uttered from.the lips of a Hindu, and is worthy of
all praise. The Bahais are not bigoted, &nd hsil the Truth no matter
from what source it may appesy. They are not restricted by any iimifa~
tion nor hoodwinked by sny falee avjearances. They are the servants of
the Court of Reglity and the worshipners of the imapge of the Rosc.

This morninc the Beloved came out of The house accompsnied by Mirze
Hadi, and tock & lone walk through the streets of Haifa. Tn his return
he greeted the believers with genuine courtesy, then entered the house
gnd was engaged with his correspondence, ' o

About eleven o’'clock he came out end sat in the rose garden. For
nearly an hour he spoke with the friends, end jo¥eld with them by relat-
ing verious laughable stokics. Then he retired to his roum for lunch
and we ascended the Mountain, Although there was nn,mseting, in its
stead our Indien philonsunher cslled on the llaster and asked many more
questions. He snoke to him about the contencs ¢f ovne of his lectures in
America, concerring the four criteria of Imowledge, viz: The senses,
intellect, authoritetive religdinus borke and insyiration - snd showed -
clearly hsw each criterion, uneidel by the o¢vher three is defsctives
Then he discovrsed on the three kinds »f ccupositions, sccidentaln es—
senvial cnd through the 7vill of the Pre-Existent Lord. Then he _roves
conclusively ths cmnipotence of God, through comparisor with the humsn
limitsetions; ©“hs independence 5% Gud by our dependence; His Tealth by
our poverty; His Encwledge by our ignoerance: Hig illumination by ouxr
Garkness; and His Perfesction by our imperfection - the rnan was bedide
himself with joy und ecstacy. Then the 1dea of pantheism and "All-in-All
was broaclied and elucideted, proving that it is: the effulpence of the
Brimal Will reflecting. in these phenumena and not ths Egsence ‘itself.
The Easence ig ssnctified above egress end ingress, sscent or -descent.
Speaking about the various denominations and sects which now end then
crop up amongst the verious religions, he said: "They apnresar and dig-
appesy. They have no importance whatsoever in ithe religious world. They
are not based upon & permanent foundation., They :are bhuilt on the shift-
ing sands of time. They essential verities of the divine religions are
changeless, How many sects have sprung up, end sgain are drygned dy the
asa of timéel] They are lil:e unto bubbles, which are zné yst sre not.—-"
"The course of this stupsndous creation is not chenge¢ through their

—¥®ind odogmatic &ssertions; but t are chenged. through the foree of
gg, g

circumstances or the exigences of Timé + « ~ - - This world is like un-
to an orchard; there must needs be s gafdener. The world is a great
school; we must have teachers. ) ' :

"Every wovement today cries for a new spirit of baptism and reform-
ation. "here is the universal Reformer? For the dispelling of thess
darknesses there must needs be @ Light. Now investigete day and night
thet you may digcover the source of this Light! It is well known that
the powers of philosophy and politics ars unable to unite various nations:
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and communitles. Search, then, for this source of Illumingtion. Where~

ever y-t find there a&re the signs of Pire, turni yr ur face toward it
without hesitation. pe thou & lover of reality ané ¢ive no heed to su-
pserficielities, Love thou the Kernel znd not the shell. I hope that
thon maysst partake of the frait of existence snd that thy life mey
be crowned w1th eternal results! Mayest th-u evér bhecome enlightened,

rabiznt ané. epirituall This is wy prayer for theel™
When he left he was very enxicus.to kiss the hands .of the Beloved

but he did nit 1st him do it; instesd, Abaul Baha kissed his face and

for about half a minuts thev werc l”ckcd in e=zch others' arme, the Mas-
ter kisging him several times. In this menner ths greatvest anta“0n1Sus

are humblel before him, I will bring thies lettver Go a close vith the
trensletion of The Holy Tablets. Adére 31ng an Amcrican seeker of Truth,

he gyag:~ ; _ : : .

- "If thoun deslrcst 4o isnell ‘the ¢arkness of the world of nature,
enkinéle thou a cenéls of guldance. If thou ssekest sn abundent hare
vest, sow thou pure seels, -If thou yearmsst after lucivus fruits, plent
thou blessed trees. Thit is:- Illumine the hesrt 3:ith the Fire of the
Love of God; live in accord with the Exhortation of the Blessed Ter-
feciion,-and read. the Hiddeén Words. Strive.sc thet thou mayst practive
sach one of these Teachings, Shouldst thou be assisted with such Be-
stowal, thou shalv be the means of the guidance of thy fsmily as well

&8 others. - =

"0 -theu seeker efter the Xingdom of God! Thy lehter was received..
It containe! praise snd comnendation 0f = - ~ ~ Truly I sey she is ome
of the faughters of the Kingdom., She has a pure heert ant a redisnt
spirit. She has the utmos® longing to serve the divine Xingdom. Therew
fore her eyes gre illumined and hbr eers are heuring, I hope thet all
0of you.will unite your forces together and rsise: the melody of the Xing-
dom of God, .and become the means of vhe avoearance of the oneness of-

the world of hum».nlty, - -

10 thou daughter of vhe Kingﬁom. Thy” letder 1ike unto ithe Song of
the worbler, caused joy anéd ha winess. Gonsequently I read 1t with ths
utmost sttention. Gontinue the class of the study of the Book of Ighan,
~ - «Likewiss recd other works, re=veslel by Bsha'o'llah. This will bew
coms the csuse of spiritual provress end you will become fully informed
with the Principles of the Cause of God, Similarly the sutdy of the book
of Mirza sbul Fazl will grestly enlarge tThe sphere of your thoughts and
confer upon you & new spirit, R ,

.&.hmad Soh:cab.
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Bahal West, Mount Carmel, Haifa, Syris,
. '~ Merch 26, 1914.
Dear Friends:~

When our Beloved was in New York City, he attended a8 meeting in the
Bowery Mission on April 19, 1912. Last year the believers got together
and held another weeting on the same date, commemorating this rsther his-
toric event., The Bowery Missidmmis an ipstitution devoted to the inter-
ests of the poor peopls, bnd ig trying to aceist them nout only physically
but morally and intellectually. last year the Master sent them s message
firom Germany. This year he sends them his masaage from: the foot of Mount
Carmel. Hs sayg:=-

"0 ye beloved companlons. The people of the world sre divided into two
clagses. Ome class are the rich (capitallsts) The rich meke a display
of the showy and gsudy tinsels of this materlul world, -and attach their
hearts and seuls to the wealth of this mrund of earth- which wealth like
untc & venishing shadow diseppears at every mnoment . The other cikass are
the poor {leborers). They are free from the tarnished possessions and
stained decorations of this earthly life. Hence they must attgch themselve:

to the world of the Kingdom and connect their hearts with the hesvenly
universe. This -is the efternel GifH! This is the everlagting Opulence!l
The trsasure of this earthly 'sphere will in the end cause perplexity and
vexation; whereas the trsasure of the Kingdom ie invreasged dsy by day, is
condueive to the tranquillity of the heart and the soul, eonfers never-
ending life and causes 1t8 possessor to shine and gleaw like unto & star
from the horizon ¢f the Realm of Might. Thus it is revesled in the Holy
Book; 'Blessed sre the potr in spirit; for theirs is the Xingdom of Hea~-
ven. plessed are the naked; for they shall be clothed. Blessed are the
hungry; fOr they shall satisfy their hunger at the table af Divine Sus-
tenance,’ Thus' it has become evident thet we wh: sre poor, although we
are deprived of the earthly food, yet we have taken a portion from the
Pable of God's inaxhaustible supply. Although in the estimation of the
neople wa sre lowly, yet in the Eye of God we. are desr. Although we are
2ungry, yet we have partsken of the heavenly bread. Although we are na-
&ed yet we are honored with the Garment of the Most Eminent Bestowall
4 tree destitute of leaves and blossoms will become green and verdant
'hrough the grsce of the spring. A piece of esrth freed from all other
nlante will be transformed into emerald meadows and charming flowers.
£1though we might have diffioculwities and afflihctions in this ephemeral
wrorld, yet composure and bliss ggwe déstined for us in the Realm of Might.
3lthough the terrestrisl lamp is extinguishedfor us in our home and nest,
et we enjoy the illumination of the heavenly ‘lamp. Although:we are be-

. weft of the mundane pleasures and comforts, yet we have received = goodly
share from the ideasl. delights and Suner-manaane enjoymentse.

The Prophets of God and the Holy Divine Manifestations did not attach
vheir hearts to the comfort, composure and riches of this inpsrmanent
7orld. Bven His Holiness Christ crowned His Heed with the Diadem of Pov-
~r4y end attached His heart to the Treasure of the Kingdom. Prom thisg it
'8 made manifest that poverty is not the causs of the degradation, nei-
‘her does wealth insure ths honor.and felicity &f the world of humanity.
ers such the case, unquestionably all the Prophets of God would have
een rich and Chriat would have been the first Multi-Millionaire in the
uman world; while in reality His bed consisted of a few spans of earth
in the wilderness' His lamps were. the stars of heaven and His food was
no other than the grass 0f the field. Hence it is clear that indigence is
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is not the means «f humiliation. Undoubtedly that Di vine Being oculd
have ubtained in every way the means of ‘comfort and ease fur Himself
but in order to make His advices eoffective upon cvthers and to conaole
the hearts of the poor, He olad Eimself in the garxb of Puverty, crowned
. His head with the Diadem of Poverty and outwardly remained homeless and
shelterless. Likewise Hig Holiness Bahale!llah spent many days in the
atmest poverty. During the term of His impriscnment in Teheran, His dai~
ly rativn was one loaf of bread oniy. Acsosurding to the vpinion uf sovme
peuple it is impussible t¢ imagine greater poverty than thisl Often He
passed His time amidst the greatest want and need. While He was ecasi-~
ly able tu gather arvund Himself the means of livelihood, affluence and
luxury. The accunulated wealth of the present day nations of the
world, in cumpariscn with that which.is hiddez in. the eartk, is as a
drop compared with the illimitable sea. How many rich gold and silver
mines are ouncealed within the buwels 'uf this earth, and huw many pre-
. civus gems are buried under the groundl Cuneider huw rich is this wesk
i earth and all to no purposetl Therefvre a8 long as you are able, ysarn
for the treasure of the Kingdum; seek ye the wealth of the ce lestial
world, search after the everlasting Bestuwals, abide and live in the
: heavenly palace and partake ye a share and a purtion from the Pivine,
Bpiritual Fucdg., Thank ye Gud that ye are the object of’ thé cumpassiun
1 of the Lord of mankind, -- for Hies Holinese Christ says: ‘*Blessed are
i the peori! I hepe also that your daily bread may be provided, and in the
et eminent Bestowal ye may beoome the partners and asscoiates of Ab-
! dul Baha. I beg ¢f Ged that the means of prospexity and success be pre~
i pared for you frem all directions. « - &
i : (Signed)  Abdul Baha Abbas,

Faving already written sumething un the subject of Bahai Consultation,
I would like t¢ quute herein the text of a Tablet rxrevealed today to one
of the Western Assemblies, this-shuwing his lateat utterance on this -
most impertant subjeeot. He saye: -

"The letter that thou hast written to his huner Mirza Ahmad Sohrab was
perused. Ths Beaxd of Cobnsultation is radiant and spiritual and is moest
acoeptable, It is the cause ¢f oconfirmation from the part ¢f the Cle~-
ment Lurd. Cunsequently I pray that this Buard of Consultation may bve
continued and remain firm and steadfast. It is assured that such a Board
of Consultatiun will have must great effect.®

Abcut the covnditions of a Teacher, he ' writes:-

tSoncerning the teachers of the Cause! They must live in accord with
the instrueticns of His Holiness Christ, s¢ that in whichever city they
may enter, un the eve of their departure they may shake even the dust

. of that city from off their shees. They must live in the utpost state of
severance, attractiun and independence; but if spmeune through pure love
Land with the utmost insistence assiste them, and they accept such vol~
uptary cuntribution, they have nut cumriitted any wrong. Notwithstaond~ ;
ing this, it is better for them;ju live with utmyst aanctification and !
- holiness. Unless they are great Wants - = « W
{ The most interesting event of the day was the ¥isit of a dozen Anwrioan
touriste 16 the Beluvved. They had sent werd that having heard and read
zbuut the Movemsnt, they would cunsider it a must great privilege if the
saater weuld bs kind encugh to receive them, sov the time was arranged for
'he evening. The meeting was very much like one of the gatherings in Amer-
icae. When they arrived, the Beloved welcumed them with open arms and gra-
sicus manner. One ¢f them asked about the Teaohéngs and history of the
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Cause, and this gave the Beluved an opportunity tv speak for more than

an hour, stating the Principles vne by one and emphasizing them with

such force and power that hsgd’ llsteners were greatly imptessed. Toward

the end of his speech he said: YI hupe the Hday is coming when all the

: nativns will gather in the 8pirit of felluwship and embrace each other.
with perfect amity, that they may live together like a fluck of doves<",

. "This will be a heavenly statel® une of them exclaimed, "Yes{" the Mase-

ter said. "We must establish hea¥%en on the face of the earth." "If we live
here such a life of brutherly luve,’ it will be heaven!®™ anvther uvne said..
Then the Reluved discussed in detail the questions of Internaticnal Peace
and Universal Lahguage, and pcinted cut the benaéfits which will accwue
t6 the world of humanity through the adoption of both. When they left
the house, the Master retired.to¢ his room very exhausted but in good healvc

This murning the Beloved, while walking to and fro in his uwn room,dic-
tated & number of Tablets to the Believers ¥n Persia ans England, giving
them instructions regarding the varicus matters in the Cause. Then while
he was dictalng, an Arab was anncuneed, and after a few minutes anuther
one came in. In a psychtloupical way, the Magter realized that these grown-
up children of nature were n¢t friendly with each other, and as a subtle
mechanician of human nature, he started immediately to establish concik- .
iatiun between them. Each of then sat there inwardly growdlimg at his en-
emy. At Tirst the Beluved spuke t¢ them in such a manner as to make them
laugh., They cdid net want ot laugh neither did they want ot luuk at sach
¢ther, but they could net help duing beth. Thus the ice was broken. Then
with his deep insight intv the dispeusiticn of these men, he said:-

%Are not men really ohildren? The life ¢f man is but a few days, then
death covertakes them. Is it net foulish to attach onet's heart to the
werldly love and hate? Why should we let envy and hatred separate us?

The strange part of it ls that tliey have no cutward existence. Happiness
is the King ¢f cur hearts. Let us nct part from it. If the candle of hap~-
pPiness is ignited in the chamber of the heart, all the furebuding gloom
of evil suggestions will be dispelled., My hume is the hume of peace. M%
~heme i8 the home of juy and dellight. My home is the home of laughter and
exultation. Whosuever enters through the purtals of this home, must go
cut with a gladsome hearts This the the hume of light; whosuever enters
there must become illumined. This is the home ¢f Knowledge:: the une who
enters it must receive Enuwledge. This the hume of Love: those who come
in must learn the lessens of luve; thus may they knuw how to luve each
vther. Whenever I see pevple exercise lyve and guodfellcuwship amcngst
themselves, my heart is exceedingly rejuzoed. - - « » God willing, ypu:will
_ always love gach other. Praise be t¢ God that yuu are brothers in faith..
Yuu are the citizens of one svuntry, the inhabitants of one town, the mem-
. bers of yuur families have knuwn each other for yeara. Why then this feud?
Why this ill-feeling? Why this mutual hatred?®™ Then he related to them
stury after story, making them now laugh and nuw sericus. Finally when he
obaerved. the time 18d come, he got up frem his seat and asked them to kiss
each cother and Be true friends ever afierwardaa ®¥s it not much bYetter to
be friends than enemies?" The Master asked them. Then he went into ancther
room and brought candy and twu silk handkerchiefs for each ons, "By this
token yuta are plighted together:.ferever.® With what patience, perseverance
and loving-kindnees he made these ¥o enemies friendsl. %We are the slaves
of Abbas Effendi. We will do thy holy bidding. tt seems Gud directed cur
3teps to ycur home this murning.® they said. They left the huuse laughing
and helding each other's hands as a sign of amicable relatlonahip.-AaSu
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.. Bahai-Nest, MouwC Uapmel, Haifa, 8Syria, -
. R o : March 27, 1914.
Dear Friends’~ . . - : ,

A number of the pilgrims frum India found: their way into the rovse~-
garden this murning, while the Beloved was walking through the beds of
ryBes and hyaoinths that perfume the air with their fragrant cdor. Now
and then the Master wuuld stop his walk, pluck a ruse here, a carnaticn
there, and after innaling the fragrance, would give it to the anxious
pilgrims, whe weuld in turn preserve it and carry it with them as a nev-
er~-to~-be~forgetien telen of his love. N,R.Vakil was amungst the pilgrims
waiting to hear the wurd of his Lord. Chairs were breught cut and he or-
dered them to sit, Then he sat himself. The rays of the murning sun
flovded the spac e with warmth) there was an air of peace and charming
quietness. Ohl it was a lovely hour tuv be here, so beautiful to bask un-

~der the s unehine of Divine Bountyd.The fluwers and the trees, the moun-

tain and the sea; all nature seemed to give praise tuv the Lurd. In thedit.
uncvnseicus tongues they whispered tu each c¢ther: PIt is goud to be herel!
Then the Beloved spokei~ "The 8pirtual ¥ood is prepared}. Bleased. are

they who eat therefrom. Material food is net importany. Nowadays mankind
gives mure impertance to material sustenance than spirtual foud..There
are millivns of carniverovus men, while the sentiment of herbivorous or
vegetarianism is gaining impetus and have folihere_alltover the world.
While I was in Amerige gne of the beliewgers, by the name of M, Bourgeois,
of New Yerk City, whe is a vegetarianm, invited me to dinner. 8Buch nue-
tritivus dishes were prepared with nu%s and vegetables and rioce, that
anvene ouvnld easily dispense with meat eating. I said to M. and Mume,.
Bourgevig:: 'If you can.eunccot such delicicus dishes with vegetables

and gute, Iican assure yuu many peéuvple will join yuur crusade against
slaughtering animals and eating their flesh.Tt :

SCreatiocnally every moving object is supplied at the time of its

birth with distinctive instruments four the mastication and digestion:

of ite foeuds Frum these organic instruments an intelligent persun can-
recognizs the kind of foud and edibles to be sunsumed by each creature..
For example; the lion, wolf, levpard and seal are well knuwn and to what
categury they belung. Their masticating instruments are carnivervus.
Having large and sharp teeth, with mure ¢r less cruoked edges, they are
struoturally adapted to feed upun flesh:. The eagle and falcon likewise.
belung tov this erder, It is dmpussible for them to piok up grains, The
projection of the aupper puints of their beaks are orcoked and longer,
while the lower endings are shurter. fhe teeth of a livn are ourved,
showing olearly that it cannot live on grass or grain. It is oreaticvnally
& flasb~eating animal..On the cther hand, ancther order of Mammalia, such
as sheep, cows, camels, eto., are herbivorovus animals« Their teeth are
sonstructed esimilar unto soythes. This makes it gself-evident that theid
food is grass. Msu'ls formatiorn 68 teeth is struotually different ., Re
has molars for grinding hard substances, ineisors whigh are adapted for
sutting vegetables, and the caninee and bisuspids are not made for megt-
eating. Thue it is manifest that in the ereatien of Guod, man is not en-
dowed with oarnivercus instrumente; his foods ocnsist of nuts, vege-
tables and uther products ¢f the vegetable Eingdum. o thruugh the pras- .
tice of lung ages ¢f meat-eating, wan has subverted this divine plan,
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,. and were 1% mut flor the invention of oulinap ¥ art, it would have been
a-matter 4f impussébility to eat meat. The ﬁﬁatonanoe of man is fruite,
grains and sweet, fresh.vegatab;es. From the gtanfpoint of the modern
physicist or mulecular scientiet) ‘with his miorcscupe; man is daily eat-
ing thuusande, nay millivns of mmlgeules, living, invigible 'animals'.
The basterivlogist frightens us with his micryscpue by shewing millicns
of live bacteria in ali the 'edible things, such as cheese, milk, fruits, ¢
vlie taunts the vegetarian by saying: 'Thou art abstaining frcm eating
the flesh of ‘the big anim=ls, such as sheep, ¢ows, chickens, ete., but
please do come for ¢ne huur inté my laboratouxry and I will show in a piece
of cheese through my micrusccupe, the countless, meving, orawling ani.
mals, too minute ty be seen with the naked eye. From a humanitarian stand.
point there ie nu difference between the big and the small animals, Thus
although theu art refraining from eating the flash of large animals, thou
ezhst nut abstain from eating the small, invisikle onesl?
“From another philoasgphic standpuint all the animete and inanimate
organisms are subjeot tu the unchangeable law of eater and eatenl. Behind
this law there lies hidden a' deep, -cosmic wiadem, thus every primurdial
atom may travel through all the infinite degrees of existencs and in each
degree, appeax ‘in a different form and mahifest a particular virtue, and
through ite upward march mey gather the expereinces of all the Kingdums
¢f life. For example, the invisible muleoule first appears in the mineral
kingdom, migratee through all the furms of the mineral life, and in every
form aoquires & certain virtue; then having cumpleted ite apprenticeship
and gained all the experiences pertaining tv that world, steps inte the
vegetable world prepaved fully .fur its new experienoes. ‘Blowly by degrees
it travels through the vegetable, animal, and human kipgdums, gathering
at every step new experiences, new furms and new virtues. ﬁerein lies the
meaning of the philcvacphical: epigram. 'All things are invelved in all
thingsl' In this manher 411 thihgs march upward and unlimited prygress
is ubtained. For exainple: the puwer of life innate in the aoil .is ap-
propriated by the seéds and the growth of grass is made possible; in turn
the virtue augmentative latent in. the grass is absorbed by the animals..
Lithough vutwardly the form of the grass is luset, yet it has gone into
the make-up uf a higher life; thus the death f une confers life upen
the ¢there. There i3 une fiure pcint'uw be cunsidered, and it is this:
Every infericr degree dees nut grasp the experiences of & superior de-
zree. The vegetable kingdum is completely cut of %oueh with the animal
" life. It has n¢t the puwers of hearing and sight; Bimilarly thé animal,
steeped in the faculties of sense perception, dées nct comprehend the
verld of intellect. In its own language it cries wut: Where is the world
»f the intelleot? In like manner the unspiritual man denies the Immortal-
ity «f the soul, Why? Beocause he is living in an infericvr degres. Just
a8 a ouw denies the existence uf the intellect, the’ materlallst negatea
the immurtality of the ecgul.?®
In the a@ternuven, the Beloved called me into hie Presenoe, and many
letters were read to him from Zmerica and Germany, all of whish gave him
much pleausre and joy. The mument he stgrted -t¢ answer them, five young
Arabs called on him. He spcke to them with the wealth and flowers of the
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Akrabic ianguage about the anclent hlstory of Byria its present impor-

.o banoe, and huw the mnralzty of ~the people must be bettered before they
.can take their places in the family of living nativns. The prugress of
Seithe East has always been throtugh the appearance of the Light vf the Sun’
Lok Splrituallty. mhrough this avenue alone can they make stupendous'
c - advancement, . Then thesc yuung men left, refreshed with the
- invigerating breeae of his w ords, and others oame. They also received
. their share of the graces and Pbuunties ¢f the Lord of mankind. Then he
“'gent for Bayad Mustafa, from Ranguon, and N.R,Vekil, of Surat. The for-
- mer gave an intelligent and!clear review of the rellgiuus conditions of
" India, and the mutives animating the varicus sects and oreeds and castes,

‘all of. which went far to demonstrate that the Imdian pecple have a great

o deal to get rid of, and.shiuld be reached quickly,tpyd the Bahai Revela
“tioprmay bywid the palace of brutherhood on the old ruins. The time: is

' appruaching when the Rahais must" take an aotvve purt in the rellgious

- .reformation of that. cLuUNtYy .

-,.5 ey

:Turning his face to N,R.Vakil, the Beloved dz.id:: "From India I have

'%received many letters praising and commend‘ng vou., Now'1l see with my

Lwn eyea, that praise be tu God, these praises and commendations are
Znot only fully manifest in you, but Yuur chavactier loGms larger and
more ‘significant, You are greater than the picture Portrayed in tke

| “letters. Often it happens that we hear a .great deal abuut a person, but
© in“the first meeting all our gotd opiniuns zbeut him are wiped aweys;
but . praise be tv God that’ in our first meeting you became very degr to

.me. Are.the members of yiur caste 1nvest1ganing?.sea*ohlng, or are

~they satisfied with their o0ld oustoms? - - How significant thal you are
‘the first believer in that community! I hope that when:you will leave
‘this Holy Spot, yeu will besome the causé of their guldance, and God
willlng,_ hy brea’h shall have a g;eat effeot :upon their hearts. Thou wilt
go away with a new fire. ‘burning in thy heaxt ‘and a new power impelling
thee cnward, and thuu shalt becume -confirmed, FNuw you must raise the

© Vuice of the Kingdom all over. India, summining the pecple 1o the Para—

- dige ‘of Abha. w « - 1 anm very pleased with thee, I lbve thee very much,-
'Thbu ‘hast ‘a radlant face and a luminuus heart.®

In the even1ng, we had a lovely meeting, but only. Thblets and po-
ens were .ohanted; the Master was tuy tired to speak. The room was throb-
bing. with his dlvine spirit of Love and Sumpassiocn. These ‘are such wons
derful nights; these. peuple coming from every clime and belonging to
every religion live in the Pilgrims! HOme with spiritual unity and ac-
‘obrd. If there were a Persian stenographer, he could hand down to pous-.
terity the moat 1nstructive report,

Ahmdd Bohrab,
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: : . ,Bahai- Ebst Hbunt Carmel,
oo O Ha.ifa&yua, Ha.::chzs 1914.. .
Dear Friendsi». . . :

NMobody will obj ect I am sure- if I open th1s letter Wlth the trans~ Ie
lation of four 1ovely little Tablets written writien with the Magter?s
own'blessed- hand. The flrst two are for the Zoruastrian believers in Bon--
@ ey EEILS GOD:I .

W0 God suffer. these wanderers ‘arcund thy abode to besume.Thy passiunate
lovers, freed from the known ahd' the unknown. Verily ThHou art the Pow—
erful and the Mzghiyl . (Bigned).- Abdul Baha A bbaa. '

2 H E L8 & 0 21
0/ Thou kind. Almlghbyl HBestow Thou & reéfuge and a protectiun tu this home-
less and shelterless servant-of. Thine, Roetam Iran - under Thy shade,
and cunfer upun him Thy joy and fragranoel (Slgned) Abdul Baha Abbas..

The sther two are revealed tu. the Ashkabad helievers'h '

. KE.I8B GO0D1i: Co,
0 Lord]. Clothe this Thy servant “wWith the Garment: of the Must Great Bie
stowal and proteet hiir'frum every évily.Verily Theu art ithe Glement aand
the MerclfuTa ~ (Bigned) Abdvl Baha Abbas. o

" BE-IS &oDF .7 o
> God! O chl Vbrily I plaoe ny head on The earth and beg of thes, U thou
Lord of Shsdg, to gubmérgé these believers of ‘Thine in the river of the
Water of Life! Vérily Thou art. the King of Kingdi:

(»1gned) -&bdul PBaha fbvas.. - :

In the afhernoon, the Master entertained many strangere whe listeme
od te his wurds with rapt attentien and were uplifted inte the heavem of
'oy..Wlth spiritual vision he - explained the diffioulties of everyorne

end ‘illumined the hearts .of all., The believers were gathered 3in the
regeption room at 8 P H., and the Maeter after weloomlng them addressed
helmem as fullows:s
\ ®Tn the material world perfeot compoeure and tranqu:llity are not
.destined for man, Somesdtw, aomewhexre, he is attacked by the depreselng
condition of the time, He may be elther physically or morally sick; he
nay have eurrew or grief oy he may be enveleped with invisible enemleas
In short, if you searsh throughout the East and the West and inquire from
cach individual svul whether he is- entirely happy or not, yuu will find
that every person pussesses somg kind 'of grief, 'or he is 1ill, or his mind
is cunfused, or he has had some Financial reverses, or he is defeated in
hume ¢f the struggles of life. Histcry dues not bedr one record free

rom any or all of the human frailties. The law of change works mighty

, transformations in: all the kingdoms of life. When we were exiled to Acoa,
L was at the prime of my life. I saw then many peuvple who were in the
A\ height of youth, power and .virility. Now all of them are stricken with _
c»d age, their forces: are disintegrated their backs are phas,.their
Zuces wrinkled and their strength gone. Many of thcse whom I have known
=:e dead, and-their vuices are héard ro more. Their stars are set, their
leezeB hushed and their fluwers withered. A life which is subject to
- woh rige and fall and is gulded by such’ béginning and ending is of no
:mpertance at all, The health and sigkness of-such ,a life is of the
T agt cunsequence. ‘Therefore whene¥er I inqulre about the health
* mean your spiritual health. That is fraught with importance. To the
Jie degree that the material life has no impertance, the spirituwal life-
- of supreme moment. Yhrough it the heart is purified the spirit glad- |
ed w ith the guod news of the Kingdon, and the realm of. morality becomes

s
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the delectable pa:adlee.P" : Bteaking about the martyrs and the promine
ent lights of the Cause he gisdi: « PThe biogrrphies of such blessed souls

" mist be written in detail ~ < thus the children of the next generatiom

- may try to imitate the virtues of their fatheds..When these holy scvuls

pass away from this life, in ‘the supplications and epistles that Iiwrite
in their behalf, I touch briefly the history of their lives and the ser~
vices they have rendered to the Cause... For examplk, the other day I div-
tated a long epistle for the friends of the Washington Assembly concernw
ing the life of Abul Fazl.. All the writings of Abul Fazl are extremely
useful; they are the shining rays which have streamed dvwn from a gléw-
ing, radiant lamp. What pleases me mest is that he never eulogizes his
own woerks and seldum refers to them to show his educativn and learning-"
Then he spuke abcut @everal persons who, not having the advantages of
education, yet have written wonderful buoks vn the Cause..%This is alsc
one of the must distinetive signs of the Bahai Cycle, that a person who
nee never entered the doors uf a schooul, who has not studled grammar and
syntax, s8its douwn and writes such’ schularly works ~ for example, a man
like Mirza Mshmoud Ashkar, who had written such a sxgnlficant book.. To
those who are just there: 19 nv greater proof than thisl].This is purely
through the Gift of the Burdl.Because their hearts are sov attached to
the Cause, that very. attmckment becomes an unérring teacher. Their works
have life. - » = The writings of those souls who have entered beneath
the shade of the Tres of the Trus One, are seveérd and attracted and have
turned their faces toward God and their oconvictions are deep-fglt --
such writings, although outwardly simple and devoid of any flowery rhe-
torio,, yet they are dynamios,.~ -~ - The hearts of the believers of God
are inspired..They must just cuncentrate their attentlun arvund Bahat!p?
llah, and He will teach them.- -~ -%

One of the pilgrims begged him for a number of Tablets for his home
folk, He answersd;e« YHow the vld believers should be satisfied with what
they have. They must be: contented with my prhyers ahd supplications at
the Thresheld of the Alnaghty. Now is .the time that each person must
practice the cuntents of His or her Tablets. I have written so many that
they are countless..aome years agu there lived in Wew York a guod believ-"
er by the name of Mrs, Welen Cule. She ascended tuv the Kingdom of Abha.
leng befure 1 came to America. Some time after my arrival, a woman brought
to me a big bundle containing all my epistles written to Mrs. Cole.. Bhe
.said?: "Mre. Cole has bequethed these precicus, spiritual letters to me..
She consideréd them to be her greatesty possessions. I have now thought

l' to bring them to you. As T am nut & Bahai‘I would not like to keep them
without your permission.? Then I told her"’Beqause this was her last
wish I am sure you are the proper perscn tov take ocare of these epistlesli!
There were ever so many epistlesl! In those days I dictated a large nuvber
of epistles almost every day, but new my health dves not permit. But Mrs,
‘Cule was in reality very sincere,  very faithful, She was the very easence
of loyalty. She assisted the believers very much and served without og-
tentation. Wnen she came here she wanted to give me a large sum of money
to be expended in the furtherance of the Cause. I did nct accept. Then
she begged me to accept a bed..As she insimted I could not refuse..The
bed was .then sent to my rovom.. Before that time I.use to sleep on the.floor..
The bed is yet in my roum, the .une on which I sleep now.t .

In the mornlng the Beloved sent for e, and dictated Tablete for the
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American believers unsil noon._Then I was dismissed. A few guotations
from these Tablets will bring today's letter te ‘a close::

"Verily I received your eluquent letter, the compnsitlon of which
was woenderful. It was an evidence of jwour flrmness in the Covenant amnd
your attraction to the Beloved of the Regions. It demunsirated your great
sorrow and intense griei over the death of the gloriuus persunage, Abul’

Fazl, .My surrew and grief are greater than yours on azenunt of his sep-
aration; but he.left behind this nether world and scared toward the Su-
preme Apex. He was released from the environments of this earth and as-
cended Tty the center of the. K ingdom. He was established upoen the throne

of everlasting glury and enterediin the meetlng of transflguratlon, while
submerged in the msea of lights.,®

To the members of ancther Assembly he says'

"Q ye fresnds of Abdul Baha and the daughters of . the Klngdonﬁ

"Your letter informing me that a Memorial meeting was held in be-
half of His Holiness Abul Fazl was redeived, Praise Ye to Gud that you
appreciate the value of that noble perscnage and you areé impidring at
the Kingdum of Abha with the utmust supplication and entreaty tu .exalt
his station, In'reality that reverent soul was fully esteblished in the
Divine Peligien and under the protection of His Holiness Baha'o'llah he
attained tov a very lofty gummit. He was a brilliant lamp and a shining
star{iHis station was unkncwn in his life-tims,. the. lupinosity of that
star of guidance is destined for the future centuries,.’

®The news of your unity and harmony imparted the utmost joy and hap-
priness. I hupe that day by day yiu may inerease your love, your self--
sacrifice, your firmness in the Cuvenant and Testamwent of God::so that
every une of you may become a brilliant proof and an incuntrevertible
evidence “t¢ the validity of the Cause of Baha'o!ilahs -~

To the members uf ancther Assembly he writea:~

"C ye believers and maid -servants of the percifull

Verily I read your.letter of condolence cuncerning the departure aof
Abul Fazl tv the apogee of the Kingdum. I beg uvf Gud to suffer ye to be-
come always awre of the mention of God; thus ye may beg the exaltation
of spiritual degrees fom every bellev1ng soul who returned to His Lord
with a2 contented, undisturved: splrlt. especially the calamitous event,

the death of that refulgent reality. I supplicate ‘the &;mighty to bew
stow patience upun every silgdésedd heart.« - ™

Te a believer in Califurnia he writes:~

"Thy letter was received, Praise be to God that in that State the
banner of Ya Bana El Abha is raised and the maidservant of God, Mrs..
Goodall, the maidservant -of God, Mrs, Coeper, and thyself are confirmed
with the heavenly assistance. Today whosuever arises to summon the peo-
ple to the Kingdom of God, the armies of Heaven will make him victorious,
Praige be to Goud- thattthou art cenfirmed in the- service of the Cause..
It is assured that assistance and triumph ghall reaoh theg. = ~ =W

To Mr. Howard Ives, uf New York he saysi«

70 thou my respooted sonl The letter which thou hast written with
the utmust devotion and love beécame the means 6f perfect joy. Truly I
say thou art striving day and night so that thou maysy win the gued pleas
sure of the Lord. It is assured that this blessed intention will have
‘must great effect. The gcod aim 13 like unto .the burn;ng candle' its lights
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will be spread ,to all paxta. ‘Wow praise be to God theu ard displaying
the utmust. effort to ignite themocandle of guidance in that continent,.

te plant a tree with the utmust freshness and éalicacy ‘in the garden.

of the world of humanity, to ¢all mankind to the Kingdom of God, to aw--
waken thuse whe are asleap, to heal those whu are afflicted wzth the,
spiritual disease, to widen ‘the shhere of thuughts, to illumine the
world of morality, to cause ithe advancement RE the minds and intsadedds,
to bring back under the fuld of. the Real Bhepaird all the wandering sheep
and t¢ guide the exiled birds to the tuse~garden of Realityl.Rest thuu
assured that the Eternal- Outpouring shall descend upun thee, and the
Confirmations of His Huliness Bahatotllah shall ever encirole thee..

Convey to all the believera ths wonderful Abha Greetingl‘Upun -thee be
Baha E1 Ahha]"'

)

A

(Signed)ﬁﬁbdul Heha Ahbas.

Ahnad - S8ohrab.
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' , Bahai Nest,, Mount Carmel, Haifa, Syria,
’ ' ‘H_ . - Haroh 30, 1914.
Dear Friends' -
Bight Sheikhs ~ 1earncd men of the nbhammsdan religion were enter-
tained by the Master all day. They were invited to lunch and thus ews:

- were debarred frum his Presencel Many of these Sheikhs are interesting

persuvnalities, They are extremely pioturesque, with their long fluwing
robes and black vr white beards? The deférence and respect whioch they
xhuw toward the Beloved is nuthing short of miraculous. With what coune
centrated attention they listen to him when he starts tu speak} Teday
as Iipeeped in from behind ‘the devor of the receptiun room, I saw nim
surrounded by these old Shsikhs,,with their turbans and lung beards,.

It was a wonderful sight. Hé was. speaking to them with command and au-
thority on the Word of God,, taking the first chapter of 8%, Jbhn as his
text: :¥In the beginning was" the Word, and the Vord was with God, and
the Word was God.? I heard him repeating this golden text. Thea a flood
of epiritual interpretativn flowed from his. lips, sweeping away from
befure them every wpren of objectivn and every thistle of denial..These
Bheikhs sat there mutiunless,, enraptured:with the sweet!musio of his
words and enthralled' with the celestial beauty uf hés discourse..Was

it nct wonderful, -and withal aignifioant that the Mastér was speak-
ing to these, vid Bheikhs of the thammedan roligion,: from the Gospel

of Jesus Gh:fiat, and demnstrating b them, the_ mspira.tional sharaster
of the Book ¢ E T

Today teﬁ*more“ﬁi 25 _celved permieshon to leave, and they
left about 6/ P.Ms on &’ ‘gteamer sailing for Port" fsid. When they stood
in his Presenceé, he spike to' ‘them. as followss: = "Praise -be tu God that
the Favers of the Bleesed Perfeotion have encircled you and. brought
you to this Roly ‘Bpots The Protediion and Providencé of ithe Almighty
hath chuvsen you from amongst. mankind for the sake of His Love and Bere
vice. Live ye alwaya in the utmyst-state of juy and fr igrance. God has

a You must

glurigy Him under all oircumstances, ‘because you have attained to this
exalted station, Annciinee to: all the. friends in varicus oities my long.
ing greeting and salutaticu, Although they are outwardly far, in reali~
ty they are all with uas,® .

This was a cold day, the rain wae desoending and thc wind was blow-
ing., Consequently .almugt all of the pilgrims stayed at the Home, and
came down about evening to attend the maetin% When all had gathered.
in the reception ruom, the Master dwelt chiefly un the conveusation he
had carried op with the SBeikhs,.*From 8 AU, until '6 P.M.* he eaid,

*I wae speaking to them. They asked many questions, peculiar to¢ their
sects and denvminatiens, and T Mad t¢ answer them in detail, There are
times when one is obliged to speak, otherwise the opponents gu away

and spread the rumour that we have besn unable tu svlve .their problemss
They propuse, indeed, the most fantastio questions, Fur example, there
are two seots in the Mobammedan world; one holds that the Worde of the
Kurap are 'Unoreated and Eternal!; the other believes the Words are 'ore~

‘ated and finite!s, Betwesn these twp cuntradiotery schools of thought,

vaxiuua batiles axe wased and amny—booko are writ¢en upon -this auhjeotu

L. B
' ! e '
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Now the answer must be givén in such a manner as to establish a conoil—
iation between these twop sohouls holding suoh éxtreme views; and at the
same time the Beality must Ve expressed. How difficult it isl.¥y quoting
to them several versee of’ the. Koran, I estabvlished the fact that- there
are three kinds of worde;;'Finite ‘words', fCreational words!’ and'Epire
itual words.!'The conversatibn of'men, being the result of the com-
bination of sounds and vowels, is’ tempoﬁﬁ?’hav1ng ne permenent effect

in shaping the destiny of mankind ot reforming: the morals. of the peoyile.
These are’finite worde'!. The ‘Creational Words' are the laws of the
Prophets, which are likewise changed from Dispensatiuvn to Iispensation
according to the exigences. of the time..The !'Spiritual words! are the

. ethical and moral Teachings of the Manifestatiuns ¢f God..These are un- -
changeable and unalterable. The spirit behind these words is the Spirit
of God, and therefore eternal., Therefore when one school states that the
Words of Ged ere 'Undreated and Etermal!, they are right, because they
mean the '"Spiritusl Words!3 and wher the other schocls asaerts that the
Words of Gud are 'Created and finite!, they mean the 'Pinite words! and

the "Creatiounal wordat!, because: thsxr oharaoter ohangea‘f;om time to
timee .= o = = &0 | ' ‘ '

i

Then he made a comparison between the 1ntelligence of the American
and Eurgpean nations and those living in these parts. “Thea sstern people®,
he said, Pthink differently, argue differpntly, and reach the Truth from
a different standpcint, They are always. loklng for resulis. It seems
that the very convolutions and cells of their braiuns direet tHeir poww
ers in those channels of arts, industries and inventions which allevi-
ate the sufferings of mank nd and oring about better conditions, ™

Then he spoke about the eternality of the Sovereignty of God and
how this ¢reaticn is anclent and without epnd. Just as the rays of the
sun are eternal - co-eternal with the sun, likewise ths attributes of
Divinity and oreation, are and ever have beex, co-existent with God..

Ab the end of his talk he said that he might go tomorrow tu Acca to
stay for a few days, because. there are a number of things that ¢all his
immediate attentlonq I wae nade very happy to heax this news. Perhaps
he will take me with him. I have not heen. in fAseca since our last stayy,
and’ I'long agein to visit that Eoly City and drink freom the fountain .of

ite inspiration,, live again in the Home of the Blessed Perfection and
inhale the fragrancea of ita atmnephsre.-

Alamad Sohrab.
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‘Home of HBahalo'llah, Acca, Syria, -
’ S _ March 3ist,. 1914..
Dear Friends:s '

That z joy to live agaln in the Home of Baha'o'llah = the oenter of
epiritual’ light and life, wisdoin and understandingl.One finds here a
peace that passeth all und°rstanding and marvels at the New Faith born
in this world!!Just pieture in'}our, minds the high, thick walls of the
Military Barracki its closed. doorfand forbidding guerds..This barrack,,
built in the center of a town surrounded by immense fortificaticuns,,ram=
parts, moat, buttresses awd most careful defensive measures « a prison
within a prison 8 wneel within a wheel - daxk, eruel, hopeless and un»
bearable..Wnat would be your mental and spir ual attltude toward the
world and minking-if they arrvested you(Lor afiny yoars~in a place like
unte taisl. ﬁéturally~faom a Humar atandpoint)) and your family without
any substantial reason and incarcerated you for many yoars in a place
like unto this!: Naturally from a human standpoing you would lose all hope..
Way? BecauBe all the means of .commnication with the outside world are
olesed before your fave, and to all intent and purpose dou ard your
oause Are Lost..But from behind the thick walls of the Military Bar-
rack and closed door; from behind the clesed gage of Acca; while groan-

. ing under heavy ohains, Bakalo'llah proclaimed 'to the peOple of the world
the Message ¢f Universal Peace,.Qut of the darkness of despair the white..
winged Messenger of Hope shugg fyrth; the rains uf a new conviotion and
divine oconscicvusnees descend from the heaven of the Will of God.. Out of
the depths of the Sea of Revelatiotn new peafrissof enthusiasm and faith
appeared., Calm and -serens, all the believers of Acoa. @gmnfeat the same
attributes and sharacteristios whioh were fully- revealed in the Temple
vf His Holiness Baha'o’llah, They are God's eleot, and are filled witk
the Faith, Hope and G&arity 28 lived and 1nterp*eted by ‘the Supreme Mane
1fesuatlonn‘They live the real Bahai L1¢e.ﬁunostentat10us, spi rituality
and the practice of Juvingwkindnass toward -one ancther.. Bveryone lovess
them rnd tries €0 imitate them in the life of true spirituality..

In the murning, the Master called me and dsliverad into my hands a
number of Tablets for translatiens About -eleven ofolock I left the house
of the Master to attend to syme personal business in the Bazaar, and as
I was going back I saw a believer opming toward me with the message that
the Master wanted mes When I entered his Presence, three of. the pilgrims
were there, and he was speaking to them about. certalu events pertaining
to the old history of the Cause,;and the misdeeds of Subhi Ezale, and
how during his 40 years stay in Gyprus under the Byf lzsq rule, he en~
joyed freedom; yet he was unable to teach even une soul, while Bahalol:
liah, surrounded: by the most imsur muuntable diffioultiea, spread the
Cause of Ged in all parts of the world. Then when the pilgrims left the
room,, the Beloved told meito be ready te leave in the afterncon for Asoa..
I hurried up the Mountain and was teady in an hour, I koocked the door of
my Nést,,not knowing exactly when I would return, and descended the
Mountain with youthful joyousnses and happy heart..One houx spent in the
companionship of the Beloved is -gqual”to a thousand years in Paradisel.
In half an hour the Master, followed by: Khoaro, came out ef the house..
Ancarriage was ready, and he asked me to'sit beside him. yn ancther
“earriage Monavar Khanom;: the wife of Aga Sayad Ali Afnan-and Ehosro fol-
lowed., . While we Were in the station, the naster went toward an old, sick

) -
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man whom he happensd t¢ know many years ago, and started to inquire

about his health, and s8¢ arranged for him to go th the hospital,. Having .
. bought the tmkets we got vur seats in the train. The Master had a

compartment all to himself, the ladies had another and Mirza A3i Mbvar

of Ruseia, Shmad, His wife's brother. Khogro and mysdlf in a third com~

partment,.

Louking out of the window we couldisee the oalm, lovely sea on one
side, the range of Mount Carmel c¢n the other, and the green,, flowery
country on all sides. After one heur we reached the station, and although
the Xeca believers did not know of the Master's arrival, yet half a.doz-
en of them were there to welcomes him. There wers uo oarriages in sight,
80 -the Beloved walked to the ‘Home. On the way, he told us nut tv wait
for him, but hasten our steps, as he weuld like to walk alone. All the
way lung,, the peuple of Acca came forward and welcomed him back. The
children were running toward him to kise his hands. Having reached home '
we found more believers, and the Master arrived a few minutes later.

He spoke a few words pf each’ and ascended the steps toward the gecond
flooxr of the house,.Meanwhile the believers gathered in the rugm and we
started to talk abuut the Cause. Abul Gassem and Hga Mehdi wePe there,
with a numbexr of bouquets of fluwers from the Bizwan and the Gafden sure
Tounding the Huly Tomb. Many stouries were related to me by a nunmber of
the ¢1d Bahais, all of them facinating in their beauty and simplicity.
They oontain moral apd spirifual lessons that can be imparted to those
whe are of hesitating feet and wavering faith?. .

After awhile the Beluved of .the Hearts desoended the s teps and eun-
tered the reception room. The old and tried vetexrans were thexrs to sa~
lute him, and he was delighted to look inte their benign faces, set
aglow with ‘the Fire of his Love..®It was some time™, he said,,®that IL
have been lunging to come ta ﬁnoao Bveryday 1 was expeotlng to leave
Haifaj but difficulties were in the path and they had t0 be remuved..Nuw
praise be to God that I have coms, and will asscciate with you for the
next few dayes,™

Then a number ¢f Arxabs and Turks arrlved, and were welcomed by the
Master. Just at this time two questions dre discussed in all the oircles-
women's rights and military projects. During the last few years, Suﬂfrage
ideas have been spreading quletly behind the Harems., The men were ignoe
rant of it; everybody was ignorant of-it, and now suddenly the flood-
gate is set louse and at least the men of Constantinople have found it

l' necessary to resort to drastic measures. Buffrage (lubs have been organ-
ized, intkékigent By-laws incoporating their demands have been drafted
and 01rculated' women's Jburanls and Magazines have Sprung up, ,publish-
ing exocellent artlcles, and public meetinga were held,.Then uvne fine d&ay
the members of these clubs, all of whomi belung to the sulistantial classes

. of sceisty, cast away the veils, They #sre not omnly 10 or 50 or 100, but
400, Jhe staid, foasilized olass of 86diety. was shocked, the gosd Mussule
mans Were alarmed, and the Governmesnt forsed into action. These 400 lib-
erty~luving women were divided into several groups.y Cne grour of forty:
Yhaw been ordered exiled to &cca, dnd will arrive in a few days. Thus.

you see the lively goasip of the anoient city of Acca is one of the most
puzzling mudern queationa..Everybody is talking abuut it, and it is really-
surprising fo see’ huw numerous are those who are in favor of removmng
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the veils from the faces or the women..nany men with whom_I have talked,
think the custom is not only archajic but t huught~at1f11ng..Ths Turkish .
authorities, thinking to extinguish this light of libexrty, have greatly
edded to its flame, and their highyhanded action has materially assisted .
the creation of a wzder public oplnion and a better understandlng of this
crucial problem..

The other’ wquestion ia the formatipn of a ilitary and stragetle guafs-
ter cut of Acca. Although such was the former position of this town, yet
of late it has been neglected,, but it 18. going to assume its bygone im-
Portance..l hear that six regiments ot soldlers with their officers will

be stationed here. Many officetrs. bhave already arrived and 'are at their

~wits ends how ton live here. They arsé hunting for houses, and as a rasult
of this the rents have become trebledu. Hany solrdiers are without any
s?elter, and thﬁ question o? hpu51ng and fepdlng them 13 the town t0~
Plc.

Taking the present situation into conslderablon and. the’ opportunity
it affords the Beloved spuke wath WAOmSOever oame tounéght on Suffrages
equality between men ‘and women, and Universal Pesce..They listened -to

his words and advice witk attentlon, and . marvelled ab h;a wisdow and
thorough knowledge of theae subjeots,.' _

Mirza M1 Akbar and mwsel; were invited to sleep in-the house of fga
Bbssein.ABﬁPJee,.He is a very klnd and hbspitable Bahai..

PN
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_ became disclosed.. Thxough ‘it Thou hast, gladdened the hearts uf Thy Ambase..
. -sadors apd chosen Ones so; that they ‘may - ‘prepare all for Thy ¥eeting, ad-

‘vor which hath encircled all phenurbna,.. to make Thy Beloved ones severed

'earth a heaven in Thy heavens, an Orient amungst Thy Orients; a dawne

" Thee: by Thy Namg, which ig: pOWenfnl ¢ver all thlngs, to guard them from

'.‘ . '.‘ - - Lo ‘_‘.' = EE . m% . .
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- o SRR Home of Baha'o’llah,,ﬁhca syria,,
e o o H.“ .:, W ¢.'- Spril 1, 1914..

Dear Frlends'u ' B

Accbrding tp. the reokonlng of the Lunar Calendar, this was the day
of the Peclaratioh uf the Bab: and the birth “.r "2 . ‘. of the Beluved
Abdul Bahaw.There is a Holy Tahlet by’ Baha'o’llah especially revealed
for this d which was chanted.- today in the meeting in the Presence
of the Mas%Zr by ohe of the Acqa beliewe:s. Mhy 1. adorn the beglnnlng
of this letter with its. translation? _ ,

"He ig the Holy, the Supreme, {he AbhaJ . v o
"Iaise Ye to .Thee, 0 my God} For. ‘Thou' haet bmdalned thid Day a
Feast to the Favered ‘Ones: from amongst Thy servants and the 'sincere cnes

from amungst Thy beloved ones. Thuu Hast désignated this Day by this
Name (Baha)::because of it all things are controlled and the Fragrances
of Manifestation diffused. betwixt the heavens and the earth. Through it
all that which was hiddex in- Thy Holy Buoks-and Thy revealed Writings

vance toward the Sea. of Thy \Uniun, present’ themselves before the Beat
of Thy Thruns and 1isten 10 Thy: sweet Gall frum Thy invisible dawnlng-
place and the Orient of.Thy’ Identity.~~ :

°T glerify Thee and praise Thee; O Gud, Lor&l T glurlfy Thee
for Thou hast cleared the proofs an& perfected the Grace and caused %o
sit upon the Throne uf Manifestatiuyd the One whe is a Sign of Thy Oneness
and reflecting Thy 8ingleness and 3ummon1ng all mankind to His Presence.
From amungst the people a number turned. their faces toward Him, attained
to His Meeting and drank from the Wine of His Revelation. I beg uf Thee -
‘#d by Thy Dominien which hath triumphed over all things, and by Thy Fa-

from all else save Him, ‘80 “that théy may.  $UIF' their faces toward the
hori zon-of Thy: Geueroeity. Thén: benflrm-them in their effort to serve
Thee; thus ‘mhAy appear from’ them,iﬁ\iN Uouﬁmry that which Thou hast de-.
ereed for. them, that- they may unfuil the Flags of Thy Victory in all the
continents of the world, Verily,: Thou ' art- the Powerful, - the Mighty, the -
omnipotent, -the gnowing, and the. Wise} .

% dpraise’ Thee, 0 God} foux Tbou bhast made the prlson a throne in Thy

ing place amongst Thy. Dawnzng—plaoes, thevorigln of Thy Bestuwals and
the 8pirit to the budies uf 'the world. I supplicate Thee to assist Thy
righteous ones to zet in'asdcerd with Thy;g' d~pleasure. - Then- sanctify
them, O Gud, .from that which weuld soil the'hem of their garments in
Thy Dayl 0 Lurdl many +hings aye done in varivus parts of Thy world which
are not in accord" with- Thy gcod-pleasure. I whserve whe claim Thy Love
commit such deeds ape are perpetrated only by Thy enemies. 0 Lord!
cleanse them with this witex’ thryughiy which Thou hast purified: the Holy
vnes frum amoungst Thy creatures and. the faithful unes fron’ anongst. Thy
dear ones. Purge them from'all” that which might injure Thy Cause in Thy:
country and veil the inhabitants of Thy world. 0 L ord! 3 supplicate

4-.' s-.- -l - t “’-‘ .
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gélfoil%% gé:the diotates of self and deaire and gather them around

that which Thou hast commanded in Thy Book%.Then suffer them to becoms
the hands of Thy Cause, thus through them Thy Verses may be diffused

in the werld, and the appeararces of Thy Sanctity be spread amongst Thy
creatures., Vbrlly Thou art powerful to do that which Thou Willest. There
is no God but Thee, the Omnipctent /the Self-subsiatentlw

Very early in the mnrnlng, Aga Hossein. Ashﬁjee and hia three suns
prepared tea for us and . long ‘before sunrise we Were up out of beds per-
forming our obligatory prayer and chanting Tablets. While eating our
gsimple breakfzst we were. apeaklng and thinkKing .of the privileges of this

holy day, and bow. while the one light heralded the rise of the glo--
ricus sun, the uther white light of truth was born into. thig world..

Svon we were wending cur way tueward the House of the Blessed Per-
fection, walking in and cut thirough the narrcwest estreets yuu have ever
get your eyes oi. One oy one the bel;evars were gathered. The large
table. was decuvrated with beautiful bouquets of fluwers brought from the
Garden of Rizwen, ard the Huly Tomb; oranges snd candies were temptingly
arranged, thus delighting. the eyess ¥hen: the lizster was heard descend- .
ing the stevs, everyone was’on his- feet. Adter: he was seated and tea was
served; he 'spoke as follows:s ; '

Ay this Feast be a blessing. to ail the Bahais. This is the day on
which the Herxald of the King of Kings anmounced the Glad-Tidings,, that
mankind might Ye prepared to rdceive Rim.® Then he svoke about the his-
tory of the variovus rooms, how they were used, who lived in each; and
how they were happy in -those days,: nutwlthstandlng adverse cundltions
and circumstances. Uiy happiness®, hé concluded, ‘'was perfect in those
dark days of imprlsonment and changes. I was happier t than now, be-
cause I -had nv will of my owne I was perfectly resigned, The life of this
world is ounly a few days. Whether happy or urhappr, freedman or bonds,an,
healthy or ill,  in comfort or in poverty, - they will pass awaye. The
one who is establlshed on. the throne and ' the one sittlng on the mat - .
both will cease:1o exist here..¥

The Feast was given by Uirza Ali Ahbar. While the Master was speak-
ing, a number of offlclals were waitlng for him in the outer reception
room. He juined them and' started t6 speak with them un sundry subjfects.
After une hour he resturned to us, and in the ecourse of conversation, he
said: "We must love all. manklnd and be k;nd all, irrespective of any
creed or natipnality. In Haifa there is a 0 table institution for the
pvor Axab peoplé..lIn looking over the Tist o vf*names, I saw many citizens
contributing from fen to thirty eentes a munih, the most prominent pay~
ing eighty cents, But realizing that such an 1nst1tutlon deserves assist~
ance, I have subscribed one puund {5,00-) a month.® One of the believers
gaid that a similar clut has lately been organized- in Agca, and the Mas-
ter promised financial help., Then with his own hands he divided fruits
and candies among the friends. Qns by ovne we stepped feyward and he put
into the palm of each -hand two ' pieces uf candy and one grange. The room
was filled with his spiritual Presence, and everyone wag filled w1th an
inexpressible 30y. ' _ , :
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£ga1n,,the Motosarraf the Gﬁemmag&m, the Gommander of ths Ammw and
other officials ealled, and £or¥ twi hoirs he was talking to them in the
i TuIYLSh.laaguage,.ﬁlthough I was: sxttlng in the other room, T could hear
"his . voice ringing vut ciear and sireng. The -intenations of his voice
were like the successive peals of - thunder and the flashes of lightning.

Abuvut. twe o’c’ock the. 1ittle ‘blaclk donkey 'lately bought for the use
of the Master wae br,ugbb and he mounted it. A nunmber of the believers
followed ocut of the gate into” ‘tHe " “plain of fcea, teward the Holy Tomba.
It was anviler txuly’ B¢Ul:cal pictursk One could easily transfer his
thought to. the time .of Christ;’ wheén He" vas likewise riding -on a don=
~ key, now deséénding the Mjyn 0liyss-With His twelve disciples and
anen’ casting’ out the: muncy__hangers rom the Temple. “ind when He was
come nigh <« the. diqclples Yegan: 14 ‘réjoise with a luud voice fer all
the mighty works ‘that they. hzd, sean.ﬁu-; '~ Thus while we were folluwing
the Beloved, the matchless.sdene .uf the Gu spe¢ was reviewgd mentally
and I pralsed G0d - nuvth with 2 L6ud visice .. for all the’ WanderﬁMW things
- ‘that I have seen in this:] e ‘Dayss The Zlessed Lord spoke tu us as
- we surrounded hijp on a“J' 1d°s¢ Tousrd huld*ng the reind in his hands..

Suddenly it came tou- my mtnd SN find;out ‘how manv bellovere were follom-

+ing the Belsvel, I ccunted'thenu Row. many were. there? I wzll tell you
seme other- tlme,'&m. a8 .
, - Binally we xeached: the rest—hnuae;of Bahaaeo‘ Thes kaster allghteﬁ
from the dunkey and for a few minvted walked id the Jarden, Aftex &r Hie
ing tea, we walked tu the: Holy. Pond. -Thé. gy wunding plain and valley
wers bedeocked with red tulxpe, white violets and yellow fluwers. In.
the Holy Tomb Abdul Baha. cihanted’ for vs the Vieiting Teblet and gave
ruge-water i¢ each’ persvns. Leaving the - Tomb he ‘fold us not to follow
chim, but start t¢ tevm when'he: Wa.s ‘out ‘of sight, Whzn we awxrived in
Acea he was ‘in hig yuom® xestiuga‘Later He went out ol call on a nuzber
of Zheikhs, and on his 'Yeturn’ fou a. a number bf p°0ple waltlng for hlm,
with whom he. talked t31ll/lates .07

Motammed Yhrehim Mashadi'® “attan wds our host ton;ght and we slept
inthis house.. fe is a very.old- Bahai, and llved 1n Acca long before the
: departure of thﬁ Blessed Perfeotlona .
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L Tomb Qf Baha‘ ’11ah at Bahajea, :
' S . 1wh Ancca Syria, Apxil 2, 1934,.
. Deax Friends - ' R '
, Far away from the world and’ 1ts roaring, stifling noise, away from
the restless billowe un the sea’ of . tinme, one's heart. finfla’ true rest
and pure spibituality at the Holy Threshuld of Baha'o!llah. Dne's inner
experiences are ineffanle and ethsnaal. The sweetest thoughts fluat in
the highest heaven of cne's mind, ' the sublimest vision presdents it-
self befure vne's view, The: Ldeala of the worshipnper are raised to the
height of divine glury, his whoule being is electrified with the unseen,
infinite vibrations of the Splrit, He beocmes infatmated with the cun-
templation of the celestial Outpouring and. quagfs the Water of Life
from the chalice Of Immurtalltyg He sees . the heaven o¢f hu man pussibile
ities with its. gountless stars gpread: ‘pefore his eyes .and receives fair
glimpses cf the state uf’ blessedness destined for man., This merning we
opened wur eyes and found ocurselves in ‘the house of vur friend and host,
He served us tea and breakfast, ‘entertained us with Bahai. sturies, and
then we left fur the hume .of ‘the Beloved of the wurld. When we arrived
the Master sent for Mirza Ali Akbar and gave him permiesiun tov return
to his bride, He talked abuut the’ Cause ‘and anzlagous subjecte. His’
words were deepfelt, springing up from-the well of his Xeart and ex-
pressing his inmost . feelings. SFriends', he szid, ®tho time is coning
when I shall no lenger be with ¥yous I have done all that cuuld be done.
I have labured night and day all the years.of my life. I have served
the Cause of Bahalerllah to the utmust of my a2bility. Oh! huw I long
to see the VYelievers shbulderlng the regpunsibilty of the pause. This
i8 the time of  tle pruclametivn of the Kingdem of Abhal. ‘This is the
heur of union and ‘accurdd This is the day of the spiritual harmuny of
the friends of Gud. 411 the resvurces of my rhysical strength are ex-
hauseted and the spirit of my life 38 ‘the news ‘of the unity of the peu-
ple of Baha. I am straining my ears  toward the Tast and toward the West,
- toward the Burth and toward the ‘S¢uth, perchance I may hear the s0NES
of. love and guodfelluwship ‘raised, from the meetlngs of the believers.
My days are numbered, &nd save: *th;,s theéxre is no joy left for me. Chl _
How I yearn to see the. friends linited- like untuv a strand of shining pearls,
like the wriliiant Pleides, like the rays of the sun and the gazelles of
one megdowl The nightingale ofisignificance.is singing for them; wall’ .
they not listen? The. bird of paradite-is warbling; will they nut heed?
The Angel of the Eingdom of Abha is calling to them; will they not hark-
en? The Messenger ‘of the: Covenant 18 pleading; will they not obey? Oh
mel I am waiting, always waiting to hear the glad news that the believers
are the embodiment of sincerity and loyalty, that they are the incar-
nation of love and amity and: the visible sym'bolé of unity and cundyrdl
¥ill they. not rejuvice. my- heart? Will they not ‘satisfy ny gravings? Will:
they not comply with my reQuest? Will they not fulfill my anticipativns?
Will they nct answer my call? Ohl I am waiting, I ap patiently waiting.?
- - "These noble divine wordp spoken in the very room of Baha'o:llah clothe-
ed them with a new significange. The eyes were wet with tears, the hearts
. torn to pieces by his wrrds, All that I hope is that they will find a
deep place in the heéarts:. of; all the friehds, I assure, you. every word of
this talk is translated with many tears fluwing from the eyés. While I
read them 1 shake and teemble and weep. Even @ heart of stone is melted.
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Tt is most diffiocult for me to report these sad and harrowing messages.
uncenscicusly given by the Belioved to the Bahai world, but thinking how
messesaxy it is to give and - prese¢ve a. clear record of his daily words
“and deeds I pull tugether my ‘mental forces, uvvercome my personal feelw
ings aad share with you theee Bpk;itual cvunsels and exhortatlons .
thus we may all arize io pe*torm sur beundan duty,

After this talk, the Belaved deaoended the stairs and 1mmediately
started to speak- wlth threo léarned Sheikhs on Faith and Religion., Thgy
are invited te lureh with aim tomurrow. ‘Other men entered the room, and
after one huur he wen!t out to pay visits to a nunber of officials..

As Mirza Ali £¥bar was going to leave for Haifa in the afternuven we
thought we would consume ovne hour'in the Bazasr., At first we called at
the stures of a number of believeirs who are "the sons of the ¢ld men

exiled with Baha'o'llah. The sturdy fathers are no more, but the sons
have taken their ylaces. With each we chatted a few minutes, and {hen
entered the Mousque built by Yezzar Pasha about 110 years ago. It ic a
very large  bduilding. In the centsr of the enclusure is the.House of
Prayer, and arcund this building’ there are rooms wherein the Theologi--
cal students and a number of Sheikhs 1live,.Years agn, the Master had
alsc a room there, and often he would: patiently speak fur hours with
these fanatical Mnllahs .Here and there are large trees and little beds
»f flowers. The _ve is a large sundial designating ghe hours of the day..
The Tomb of Jazzar Pabha was alsy shown to us. This man was the govern-
or of Acca at the time the town 6f fcca was beseiged by Napoleou and
Lis army. Through his. stubborn resistance the Guverwor shattered the
dream of the "LIttle Corporal™ tov pieces! = that he would furm 2 world
empire, himgelf as the universal dictater or Emperor. Jazzar Pasha, be-
sides buildxng the Munsqu e, built the present fine bath, Inn, and other
edifices, as well as added: greatly tod the fortifications and bvastillions
cf the town, 8o that it was mads almast impregnab¢ba There were innum-
erable cisterns filled with fresh water, and an inexhaustible store of
provisions for -thre. inhabitants' o stand the long. indefinite siege. Omn
the plain of Asoa, facing the. oity, Napuleon constructed an artificial
hill of sand, on which he placed his batseries: and cannons.; Althiugh
the gountour and oval shaps of  the hill are materlally changed, yet the
hilllis still plalnly seen ftom the distances Adivwining the hill' there
is a palm grove. It is our'l'ently teportéd that. when Wapoleen came here
with his army, he bruught miny, many Backs of dates..As they ate them,
they threw the 8eeds in the sand « the result being the present large
grove. Once. tha'o'llah 'leaving the tuwn of Asoca,,a tent was yitched
fur him on Ndpoleon's hill the very place which is nuw shewn to us by
the old Bahaiss He lived 1n.the tent several days. This is ancther link -
of that mystic. chain of significant euincidences whioch has brought to-
géther again::ithe ancient spirit. 6f war and the modern Prince of Peacel.

From the Mosque, we walked through the deserted old Bazaar and
again entered into the new one with the many changing culors and shades.
Then we went to the Ing, where ‘many Behal families are living. Here was
the ¢ld Pilgrims’ Home, ' Sonsisting of one moderately large and one very:
small room, the small one beluhging to¢ Mirza Heydar Ali., The building-
contains 32 of the finest. granite columns, forming majestic. arches all
around the structure. Hsre we also met a number of the believers and
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talked with “them on- thelr Bahai experienoes..énother 1nteroating place
‘was the formsr’ Bahai Schoul rcom, now empty, with the chairs and beneh~
ey - piled vp on .une side.. This was a must instructive institution, but
was disenntinued at the time of the- Investigatlng Committea,. Coming out

. @83the Inn we entered an Axablan ‘restaurant and were iy the ovurse of

eating cur revasted meat whexn Khoaro entered the place and saif that

the Master waiited us,. Without flnlshing our lunch, we atarted immediate=

ly. Mr,.and Mcs,.Holoach' havivng: Just’ arrived, the Beloved wanted me to

take luneh with them at: his’ t&ble, I was vf course delighted. Variyus.

susjects were disoussedhnﬁlef ,. and then the Beloved retired to xesti

Lr. holbaoh.asked him wether Ye: Wuuld aend me to Aﬂwri@a, and hs ‘saide
"Surely I will send him. tu . Lmerica.?

Sbout 2 O8clock the Mister ssked me 'to aooampany fr, ami Mrs,. Hol-
bach to the Bahajee,. becauss they were guing tu take a number of photo~
graphs., He told me %tu tell fga fayad Ali, the gardener ¢f the Huly Toub, .
tuo entertain’ them and mysalf for the gvening. We started on oul way,.and
after forty five minutes we reached cur destination. Ouyr host welcumed

our brother and sister frum England with genulne happiness and hospitale
ity. Their room was. designatei ‘and ther we had tea in the lovely gar-
den begemmed with such a'° profusion of ‘begonian, bourgevilia, trumpet

and wall flawers, iris, yellow: and white Jessamines stocks and carns-
tions, Teses and lilies tulips et0e. -

In the evening, each one of us wurshipped at ‘the Holy Tomb separ-
ately. The candelabras and lamps wers lighted, the sweet scent of orange
bloesoms perfumed the atmosphure, There was such & spirit of yuiet
charm-and spirituality..J was there all alone,.I chanted the Visiting
Tablet, prayet in behalf of all’ ‘the belzevere and begged the Blessed
Perfectior to.confirm and assist ‘them. I did not forget you, dear readers,,
by beloved silent gompaniuns by day and by night. You were in my mind..
The duox of, the: *Holy nf- Holieg® wuerein the" remains of the Blessed
Perfeotion are laid, was open,: ‘and ‘I took the -cuourage to enter, and
throwing myself on the fluur, I supplicated in behalf of 211 of you. I
walked arcvund the Houly Roum ‘three E% 8 and when I came gut of the place
I was intoxicated with the Wipe of Eve of the believe*p. The nlght was

spent in holy communiown in the room near the Tomn, a rare, precious
expereinge nevex to be- forguttene

. S [N | Ahmad.soh;ab?




FPPRIwY

_ EECPEA Hbma of Baha’o*ll&h, Lboa' 8yria,.
. = April 3, 1914l
Dear Friendsis '

It was one of . the moat delightful privileges of my }ife to spend
. last night near the Toumb of the Blessed Perfection, uy bed was so placed
in the roum that the muunbeams were streaming upon oy face from the o-
pen windoew. In my heart I was most thankful, and on my lips.were the
praisee of the Loxd of mankind. For a lung time I was lying awake, pray~
ing for the believers uf Gud. Then with the happy thuughts of peace
and love, I started wmy vivage through dreamland. When 1 ‘opened my eyes.
this merning, very early,: I saw the sky beclvw: ded and the rain falling.
With. this weather, I mused,: we cannct go out, nor can Mr. Holbach take
any phutugraphs. By this tlms -Wwe were .all up, the rain hed stopped, and
the sky -cleared, s8¢ that the sun cwuld shine through the fleeocy cluuda.
Loollng vut of the winduw tu my surprise and jey, I saw the sky, just a
- few hundred feet Ybveyund the Holy Tomh, avrched with the must gorgevus
rainbuw -~ a perfect senu»clrcle wi red, ruse, yellow, green and viclet .
colurs: Lol-there im ‘the. Ark of the Govenant ‘'of Baha'u'llah, embellish-
ing the heaven with glory, and. maJesty, tha cuter symbul of -the Ideal
Unity of mankindl. How- my héart .danoed with joy at the sight of this
divine sign, veckoning us. ‘to- work foT the Cause of Unity, and Brother—
hoodd . The ‘world is distracted with narruw schisms and sects and they -
need ty be reminded of their commen «rigin and true tneness! With the
assistance and inspiratich of the Rainbow of the Covenant, we mist '
achieve this wuxk and accomplish this servicé! Let this rainbcw always
remind us of our allegiance to the Govenanu and faithfulness in the
Cause of Gudl . g - . _

After partaklrg of a hearty breakfest wb tuok 2 stroll iu the GaTe
den, and then decided tu .Walk to -the Manslon of Mazra-eh, wherein Baha'o!
llah lived six years priu¥ % his cuming th; Bahajee, For nearly two °
huurs we walked through the fields, green and fluwery. Then we passed
a typical Bastern village, duilt un 2 high hill. A1l alopg the way, the
farwers, with their lcaded canels and dohKeyd wended their way toward
the tuwn. Then we reached many wondefful ‘orange gruves, and walked through
their shady ruvads. jere and there yuu see tall arches, mpssy and ivey~
gruwn, extending through the plaln, uphcolding the aqueduct which carw
ties the fresh water to Acca. The stury of.the building ¢f this aque-
duct will appear in ancther létter. To.vur disappointment, we cuuld
not find the Mansiun, because there. many vther places, and we were not
equipred with adequate informatlon. Away we returned without cbtaining
our wish, but we" endoyed our walk. It wasg abbut noon when we arrived
at Bahajee. R
. Te cur delightful surpmise, we fuund qll the pllgrlms from.Haifa
clustered under the pine trees. About half past- three, the Master ar-
rived, riding un his little dunkey.’ While the pilgrims wgre in the Holy
Tomb, the Beloved entered 'the Blessed Bput and 8tood near the door in
qu18tn888 and silence. 8heikh Euhammed 411 was chanting the Visiting
Tablet, and when it was finished, 'as we went vut, the Hagter put a few
drvpws of rose watex din the. palm of each hand. tn front of the Holy .
Tondb two phctographs were taken ot tha naster and the pllgrims. Ax the
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