. -
the tlood of the innovent people | They regin fire of wor pet o oprest
corflreretion, te ouck rn evtent thrt £ the Dplken netiong srose in

ermity ggeinrt Rpeh ovher, totrlly dfcreperding the inviolebde righte of

mET . Bven now thar sre not aplmed dom,

"Now noned Aar alarrly tha woefpd regulte of politicel prejindices!
Seneemently wa mmet ghan entively +*hege preiudices rnd piteh hieh the
tent ©f the Onenass of +the world of hnmenity end cemert the herrts topether.
Perchenca menkind mer Yohten its lorde rnd stert on the read of peoificstiol
Were the Terchings oFf 3ghe'n'llerh unlverselly snreed in ZBurope, £11 thecse
orpravsions, blood-ghad, arueltyr, renacity, hoetilitr snd svercion would
keve heen renmoved. "hen €11 the mfmintzdrxytenxpfyiFexnreyrY people wonld
hoeome the sheep of God, rnd enter under the hanevolant edministretion of
the Heavenly Shenherd, The Reys of Rerlity wonld shine forth, Jirpelling
the irmpenetrehle derrkmescs of rree entipsthy snd entegonism,

"Therefares, strive re with 8l yor heerte end soule, o thet ve
way render serviece to the onenecs of the world of humenity; thus e terncl
1life mey he ohteined snd the hesrds he crowned with *he dimden of Rverlsastive
flory. - - - - - <" :

Another Tahlet, to & heliever in Vienns, is ss follows:-

10 thon drupghter of the Hingdenm! The food news of the orgsnizé-
tion of the 3ahei Arsembly in Vienmms, wes received. Althouph this &esembly
is limited st this time t9 & smndd Mmber of esonle, vet 1t 3g & Divine
Azge~hly, end therefore its cirele vill he cnlerged dery mnteo dsy Llilke unto
the AcgemBlr of +he Loxd's Supper of His Holineseg Christ, and 1ts influence
ghell he felt in ¢l narte of the world, 3eceusa the Agsemdly of tre
Lord's Suppar of Hig Holiness Chrisgt wrs confirmed by the Rresthe of the Ho¥
Spirit, considar what prest results end henefits it prodneed! Tikewlse
whenever srd wharaver sn sssemhlege s orgerized for the ppomotion of the
Tearhings of Hie Haliness 3she'n’lleh, know thon of s certeinty thet the
Sonfirmrtions of tha Holy Spirit £hald descend, Dor the Principleg of
Jghe'o'l1leh era the verdy gpirit cof thip rge, the 1light of this aantury,
eternsl 1ife #nd mwerlsgting gloyy!l - - - - -"

Yords of Truth are these, rnd vivifring! Ther confer sniritusl
ingight snd sunevnstnrsl powerl We r1L hone thrt these 4two 19rge'
cities will hacome the strong forts of fhe 3ehel Tause in Burope end
another two Links in +the unbreskshle chein of celertirl brotrerhocd.

This morning, until shout eleven a'eloek, the Beloved dictated
many Tebhlets, He was in gogd herlth end the megnetism of H:e Roly
Personal ity orojeated in the gprea nf our sphere, worbing rnd chenging
the 0ld conditions end enimeting the derd hodies,

Ahout noon, the pllgrime antered into His Divine Precence.

He said: "From the momen% I have heen out of my bed, I haveheen thinking

of yvon £nd wighing *0 sea yon, I Fm pleesed yon heve gome " mhen he
gsked me to rerd to them g letter Just received from Prof, Cheyne, of Oxforg
who i{g grestly irnterested in the 3Behedl lavement, #nd {0 which letter he

hed dngt digtsted p dotsiled answer, When the letter weg reech, ha seid:
"Prey thet Cod mey briphten his lamp dry by ary, eeuse Hig «ingdom ta bhe
ectehlished in the hegrts, endthe reys of the Sun of Truth mey shine Fforth

with zraester bhrillisney, Congider where ir the prigon of Aecas snd the
University of Qxford!l Through whet powsr the Jause hsg hecome £ well

¥nowm in thet stronghold of lerrning end erndition]! COnce Ags Rena vES
meXing confeetionery in Adrianople, end hed & smell store./ He hrd mede
g cort of Yersisn hon-hon, A turk pesped by the store, end his eyes were

attracted by this kind of esndy. "Whet is this? he ssked,’ 17t is Nogl,!
tWith what maserialsn hast thon mede +hi{g?’ "With sngrr end oinnsmon.’®

™ e Turk wondered for awhile, erd ssid; 'Thon asr+ telling & lie, There
i€ no reletionship hetween sugar end cinmsmon,’ Now we might jnet

a8 well esk: 'Whet relartion exists hotween Aces end Oxford?! This ig

noe othar save thronpgh the Power of (od! Prof, Cherne demonstrerted to

us the utmost xindndgs and invited us to lunch at his cweet homa. He



‘R

ie n grest ppthor, and has written meny volures, Praise be to (0a

thot the Divine Fragrences fre heing watted in £11 psrtg. ust et

Rig tirme 1 wrote rn letvter fo the Tolende of Howaid (Hdﬁoln]u‘ The e

cre sitnetad in the Peseific Qgern/ Pew of tFa Persiens hnve aven nesrd
thelr rames, yet the Ceonee of Gnd hes canaquered thoge remate nerte, ,
te¥ing swny the Tirst part of the word: Honolvlua, sna hgﬁnp‘nn1v the :
last prrt --Andu-- 4t meane seere-arow in Persien, 3t now 1t has bacome
e £hrong bond of mnity hatwsen thae Hert snd the Test,  The person fo

whem I wrote the lawter hep akked permiseton to go te Jepsn snd cprecd the
wEURE, The Gruce of (04 has yithin {teelf rnd innste force propelling
it forwserd end onmmwrrd, Another gond news which we heve regeived is from
:-.-1?7.?1?*;9?1',01*.8. Tho Hehed }.Sﬁﬁmhlr of +thet Gﬁfy hes ranfdered & glorf ocue
cervice, ™Mar hrve farwerded to the Dresident of the United States, th
Cabliraet Seoretsrims, Jovernars, (lerpgimen, women's clubs, school terchers,
ate,, the 3led-tidings of the kingdcm of iLhhr., Reflect how God inspires
the gervants to ecfrry ont &is workl Who could everr dream thit after thre
herd ingarserstion of inee, the spien, end the closfng of the do0or of £ll
correspondence, to the axtent thet we condd not send out one letter, the
veice of the (hnse wendd be hesr from Honolnln, The curveillirnce

07 tha gnarde was g0 strict thet whenever {hey bronght ne & few losves

¢f hretd, they ware 4in two nisaag For fesv thet fthera might be hidden

geme written mecseges. At thret tima there wrs ¢ government phreicisn,

a? Trg the priron dontor rnd ceme *o the Merrwek to ritend to tha riclnese
of the nrisoners, He wes 8 Greek, tnd hic nepme wee Datear, Every day
trhst Ye ceme to *the 3srrec’” he wee Fallowad hy twe soldiers, cothet he
miaht not in =0 wr somminicate with t*e nrigcerers, Cne dey while he
vas ¢n hig tour of fnegrnection, vhen he rerched me he +01d me, In Greek,
thet ke hed s letter for Brhe'o!lleh: I went to deliver inte yovr hend
this letter, hut + Ao not know how, for these soldlers are wrtehing me, !
48 ther aonld not understend Greek, thep d14 not comprehend vhet he eaid,
In turn, I mede Aim underctand *het he meyr lerve his hat in the pricrn s=nq

o ont with the ennyds,  Yhen he wrg e bHleal swey, he might run heck to
get 1t while ordering the guerds to writ until hie retnrn.,  He 4§d ap I
1233 him, gm@ we got the lattar gafely, 3y tkie one instence yov coan

ezeily norceive how irpossihle it wee t0 eommunierte wifh the ocutefde vorla,
£nd mow in one AFy we receive move then one hurdred letters from 11 ports
of Luroene sgnd Anerice M : i

Tn tre eftarncon, I went pgrein 0 the hongse. Fe #n en eye.

o - o : -,
Trne in Yis hend, rnd apropos of i+ +0ld ue of s long telescope whisch hijg
»endfathar hed raneived £8 & presant from the Govermmen® of Russie, heccuse
he was *he pArEON AhageT, ]'):r the Sheh to cEYYY the three million ?I-:.ﬂ e relf
wAT indemnity, Thic ¢elescope om clerr ders enabled éne fo see twelve
142 v 3t now wa hevae ¢ (‘i_iv{'_w.p telescnpe in our hend that snhhles

UE ta fep +ha “rrtrerent ends of +he eerth rnd mekes vigihla the invigihle
¢hiecte!

mii AR poovr
ST e



Port Said, Egypt, sovember 16, 1913.
Dear Friende:- ' :

ihis is our last d&8¥y in Port Sajid. Tomorrow we shall return
to namleh. The news of the death of Aga All Akbar in xXamleh was
received last night. The Master immediately sent WMirza Hadi and
lirza Hossein to console the family and carry to them the message
of his love.

(n the other hand, the steamer China, of the austrian Ljoyd,
left tonight at 7 o'clock, carrying away Doctor and Nrs. Getsinger
and the five Boroastrisn men with their women and children, for
India, that far-off land of strange creeds. With them goes the
confirmation of the Xingdom of Abha and the hots of Spiritual
‘ngels. Theirs is a glorioas mission, and let us all pray fer-
vently that they may he enabled to teach many souls and call
the attention of many people to the Canse of God.

Mrs. Stannard has also arrived, from Cairo. Having disposed
of ell her belongings, she is now ready to start for India with
greater ease and confidence. She has burned the bridges snd will
leave on the 20th éf this month, United in purpose and aim, the
three will become assisted to perform signal Services in the
Céuse. BEngland, America, Persie and India ere going to shake the
hand of friendship and Bahai fellowship. Althoungh there are four
gardens and four kinds of flowers, yet they are sll fragrant and
onace their perfumes are mixed, there will be a new, sweet fra-
grance, sSpiritual, super-sensual. :

Barly in the morning, the Beloved called for the pilgrims.
As he came in, all arose and he walked around looking in the
face of each, eager, emansting love and devotion for him, He
sniled; he was happy. These were his own spiritnal children.
Ah, me!{ How in one glance he conveys to each his silent love-
thought and the Joy of Spirit which is the key-note of heaven!
Then he sat down, his holy face wreathed with the flowers of
happiness, and indescribable pleasure. "You are 81l wglcome!
What joyful, spiritusl faces are yours! Come unto mel™ he asked
the three uLorocastrian children. Then they ran toward Rim. ie
made one of them sitton his right nand, another on his left, and
the smallest on his lap. With his blessed hands he carpssed their
shining black hair and 1little brown faces. The father and mother
were 80 moved by this scene that they wept tears of joy. "These
are my darling little friends! Khosro, bring for them bon-bons!"
After Filling their pockets end while they were nestling as close
to him as possible, he said to the grown-ups:-

"This is the last day that I am meeting youn, but in reality
this is the first day. Although physically it is-the last day,
yvet spiritually it is the first day. In the divine world, there
is no beginning and ending., From & materisal standpoint there may
be the first and the last, but from the spiritual standpoint there
18 neither first nor last. We have had together such wonderfuol
days. Draunse be to God that we were all engaged in the mention
of God. We had no other aim save God, and entertained no other
longing except His servitude, Although outwardly we were living
on the surface of the earth, yet inwardly our hearts were in heaven,

our spirits were in the Kingdom of Abha. One conld never imeagine



more blessed days than these! Now we expect the results of these
jdeal experiences." -Many eyes were weeping. One of the pilgrims
expressed the hope that he will see Baha'0'llah in the Kingdom.
"aAh, yes!" he said, softly and quietly. "I hope that we will all
be gathered there. Our real gethering is there: Our divine Assem-
bly is There! Our spiritual feast is There! Our eternel union is
There! This meeting is only an introduction fo the one prepared
for us by the Blessed Perfectiod”. With what infinite longing,
what unfailing yearning he uttered these words!: They made us all
long to enter that realm of Light as soon as possible, Again he
spoke:- "This voyage of yours was extremely significant. Because
first you were with me in Alexandria, then you departed to visit
the Holy Tomb of Baha'o'llah, smd now we are gathered in Port Said.
In this Cause there are two kinds of travellers -- pilgrims and
tourists. The pilgrims efe those who after the visit to the Holy
Tomb are surrounded with the glances of the mercy of the Almighty;
their hearts become the caskets for the Jjewels of the Treasury of
God, and their spirits stirred by the Breaths of the Holt Spirit;-
but the tonrists are those who just come to see the place, Bhowing
in all things a historic interest and probably after their de-
partore they will write & booklet. Praise be to God that you &are
pilgrims, - -~ = - Praise be to God that you are pilgrims." One

of the believers of Port Said, Aga Youseff, had invited the pil-
griis to lunch, so the Master said: "Well done! Well done! The
believers of God must always invite each other, they must show
toward each other the utmost hospitality and. kindliness. A Bahai
Feast is not like the feast of other people., The receptions given
by the friends are the store-houses of spirituality end fragrances.
Th- Arabs have a saying: 'As soon as you have helped yourself to
the food, depasrt.' This is a cow-like guality. They graze on the
grass, drink from the fountain and once satisfied they leave their
pasturage. 3ut when the Bahais gather together, they commemorate
the Name of God, they chant prayers, and encourage each other
through spoken words in the love of God-- a feast of the soul. The
Name of God is the feast of the spirit---."

"Oh! my beloved ones! I love you very much, because you are
the believers of God. If I do not love you, then whom can I love?
If I am not mede happy through you, then who can make me happy?

If I had time I wonld have gone with you as far as Sombay. But now
I have received the news of the death of Age Ali Akbar, from .am-
leh, I must return to console the members of his family. 4gs Ali
Akbar was & pure soul, & believer and &assured. He was firm in the
Covenant and his face shone with d#vine happiness. When he was in
Yazd he was a rich man. No sooner was 1t known that he was a

Bahai than all his property was confiscated and he was thrown into
g dugeon. 3pt they finally brought him out and bastinadoed him.
Seeing that he was & strong man, they stripped him of all his
clothing and inflicted whips on his bare back till blood started

to £low. He never complained. KEe stood there as rock. This means
faith. After some time, he came to Acca. He 4id not have one
cent. He was 8 very contented man. I gave him five francs

(One dollar). Ee went away, an® for two years this was the capi-
tal of his business. Finally one day I asked him whether he had
yet any money. He 8aid: 'Oh, yes! The five francs have sup-
ported me for the last two years.' Then I joked with him that

I :ill sge him in the counrt if he does not divide the interest

with me.’
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When the pilgrims left the house, he had another long talk
with Lua about her trip to India, giving her some instructions,
and toward the last he said: "Now that thou &rt departing for
India, I desire that thou mayst become like vnto a rose-gardsn
to perfume the nostrils of all the people. Be thou a Joy-carrier,
a harbinger of the spiritual springtime, & glad-bearer of the
Kingdom of Abha. Be thou the embodiment of spirituelity snd
independence. Trust in God and work dey end night. People are
divided into two kinds. The first kind are those who live in the
underground of moral darkness and are satisfied with the dim
light of the candle; others extricate themselves from the prison
and soer toward the immensity of space. Strive thy utmost to
free the people from darkness and cause their entrance into the
Xingdom of thy Glorioms Lord! In the middle of the nights pray
and supplicate to God with such fervor and zeal that I may hear
thy callst? " Then he went out on the veranda to walk, and after
a few minutes he called Lua and me to him., He showed to us a
lovely garden below. "Do you see this garden? Well, this belongs
to a European who is in the service of the Egyptian vovernment.
He receives five hundred dollars monthly salary., Do you see that
lovely Xtosk built in the centre of the garden, and the shady,
charming avenues? When in the evening he returns from his work,
after cheanging his clothes he goes under the Kiosk and with his
wife drinks tea, wine, etc. Then when night comes sand the beanms
of the silver moon are spread over the calm, oriental atmosphere,
they take their dinner, and after ewhile together they dance and
waltz until midnight through the green lands and fragrant avenues
0f the garden. They are thoroughly absorbed in each other, and
apparently enjoy each other's company. While the eternal stars
‘are marching in their presc ﬁbed courses, this couple dance in
poetic motion and gyrate to Bsic of the heavenly spheres, :ip-
perently some people may conceive that this is the height of
happiness; but it 1s material and Fflesfing. It does not last. The
only abiding happiness is spiritusl @nd ideal. That is real, all
others are phantasmal and non-essential. The joy of the ®pirit
confers Pescel”™ Then coming in the room he took in his hand the
gen gnd paper, and himself wrote the following spiritual chsrter

or Lua:- : -

"0 thon maid-servant of God Lua! Depart fop Indis with the
intention of teaching the Cause of God and spreading the Fra-
grances of God. Go forth with a pure aim, attracted heart and a
spirit rejoiced with the Glad-tidings of the Kingdom of Abha!l
Be thou so severed from all else save God that thou mayst eternally
soar toward the heaven of Nearness., Be thou so detached from the
material world that whosoever comes in contact with thee ~- if he
is extinguished he may become illumined, if he is silent he may
unloose his tongue, if he is withered he may be refreshed &and
put forth leaves and blossoms, if he is biind he may receive sight,
if he is dead he may be resuscitated. I hope that this trip will
make thee wholly spiritual, and become entlrely dismantled from the
requirements of the physical world. - - -~ .Upon thee be Bahsl

{8igned} Abdul Baha Abbas."
I was glad to find Mrs. Stannard in. the afternnon in the

Master's house. Mrs. Getsinger was there too. "You two must love
each other very much. Be very kind toward each other. Both of
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yon are my dear daughters. Should you realize how much I love
you, you would soar with joyi" _

Then for the last time the pilgrims came, and the Master
introdnced firs. Stannard to them. "She i1s & spiritual womsan, a
faithful worker for the Caunse., She desires to meet the old

.oroastrian community. It seems that God has desired to unite
the Bast and the West, because these western friends sre coming
to visit you. These (the Zoroastrians of India) are the plants
of the Garden of God. I &m &accepting &ll these hardships for
their sake. These are the sheep of God. Iow the Divine Shepherd
has come to gather them in one flock." Then they left His Pre-
sence. It was a moving, touching scene. The Master went and
gtood at the door. He embraced and kissed each one, as he
passed out. Their eyes were full of tears. They fell at his
feet and Oh, so reverently, kissed the hem of his garment. The

Zoroastrian women &8lso were weeping. A heart of stone would be
melted at the beasuty of the faith and the sincerity of these
simple folks.

At 5:30, with Mrs. Stannard, I went to the steamer to say
farewell to Doctor and Mrs. Getsinger and the Zoroastrian be-
lievers. They were all very happy, conscious of the sacred re-
sponsibility which is laid upon them by the Lord of mankind.
When we left the steamer, they were all on the deck, waving their
handkerchiefs and bidding us Goodbye! Parewell! dear Lue! Thou
hast ever been 8 faithful servant of the Cause, and hast taught
many souls and invited many people to the Kingdom of Abhal Mayst
thou perform thy mission £mRly snd nobly. We ever anticipate to
hear the good news of thy triumphs and spiritual victories, Fare
thee well: God 18 with thee!l _

In the evening, I was left to myself. I could do &s I
pleased, so I decided to go "slumming” in the native guarters
0f the town. The streets were dark, dirt and refuse abounded,
pools of stagnant water nanseated the passer-by. Now and then
& wierd music of cymbals, the monotonous voices of women rising
shrilly and their hand-clapping, reached the ears, Then I gud-
denly came upon the native Bazaar. Women squatted on the side-
ealk, selling bread and dates, the dirty foffee houses were
filled with Arab coal carriers -- their faces as black as their
daily Burdens. I walked from one end o0f the Bazaar to the other
end, bnt I did not see & clean spot. How different methought
is this Oriental scene with all these Arabs, compared with the
up-to-date restanrants on Broadway in New York, and the fashion-
able balls in the different capitals of the Western hemisphere.
Hotwithstanding all these hygienic and sanitary nandicaps, the
people seemed to be happy and contented. Xou could not find
in the faces of all these people any sign of mental worries and
nervous8 break-downs. _

This is for the present our last night in Port Said. Only
five more pilgrims are with us; two will return to Bagdad, one to-
Aussia, another to Alexandrette and the fifth to Haifa. Tomorrow
st one-o'clock in the afternoon we will leave for Remleh. To you
and all the friends I send the Bahal Love of these Oriental
brothers., Thay all love you and long %o shae your hands.



Ramlenh, Bgypt, November 17, 1815,

wear Friends:

"Ihe believers of 8od must be alive with the sweet
Pragrances of God. ¥Then you leave this land you must become
the ereationsl books, the eloquent epistlies, and the
ceaseless workers in the Vineyard of the Lord."

He uttersd these words to our Bagded pilgriums,
who had sent Him s long petition eontaining many names for
whom they had requested Tablets to be revealed. He took
out the letter from His pocket, and read aloud the names,

*I am leaving this afternoon for Ramleh snd will not
have the time for writing letters to all these friends, but
I will dictate one for gll,*

He did so while they were sitting in His Presence.
A poriion of the Tablet follows:

"0 thou visitor of the Blessed Rose Gardeni

Praise be to 8od! that thou hast obtained $hea Pavor
of circumambulating around the Abode of the Supreme ®oncourse;
prayed at the Threshold of the Holy Toub; and finally hastehed
to the country of Bgypt and associated with this longing
servant, Now depart thou with the utnost joy and fragpance,
and announce to the vellievers of God the Fivine Favor and
Bounty, and encourage and ineite tiem to become firmer day by
day, so thalt the Bestowals and Grace of the Almighty may

n

Decome thelr associates and companions.

Then He spoke the following Wopds:

' "His Holiness Mohammmed lived 25 yesrs, and all His
Writings are put together in the form of the Books you have
ir your hands. Once an Arab went to Him and asked when he
(?) the time to trim the palm trees. He answered: t A0
not ask of me quesiions about material things; vyou are better
informed about your worldly affairs.’! Never during the 2%
years a pilgrim left the Presence of Mohaimed while carrying
to his friehds or tribes a Letter from Him, except after his
arrivael he would relate to the expectant ones that on such and
such a day I heard His Holiness the Prophet say this or that;

and this became the basis of all the traditional sayings of
Mohsmmed,

On the other hand, consider how many letters are

written by the Pen of the @ venant. Bvery month I mst write
a book," _

Then He asked Ahmad Yazdi, who was presenty



¥iary Yov, 17, 1913, -2 -

"How many letters have you received from me?"

'phe Holy Tablets received from the Master by this
unworthy servant are numerous. They ummst form two large
volumeg, "

"Jow, thou art one of the thousands of believers in
the Opient,"

Hajl Mohawmed said:

"Once I was in the Precence of BAHA'O'LLAH. He was
resding some of the writings of the haster. After reading
every line He wouls yralilse it and express the highest coimmen~
dation, saying:

tWe have never taught the Master, yet He writes with
such deep penetration and inspirgsion; bdbut We are dsily
teaching His brothers, and they are copying the Holy Tablets
all the time, but they cannot write correctly one letter.!

t another time S$eyad Ali was permusing the Tablets
of the Beloved, and he was strangely moved, and said:

T sensé the perfume of the Writings of BARA'O!LLAH
from these Tablets.t*

At last the Master was alone, and sent me to pack
my satchel to be ready for the one o'clock train, At half
past twelve I found Him walking unconcernedly in front of the
house. I told Him if we leave at one o'clock we must be on
our way to the station, He sent for the three pilgrims,who
did not havy any money to psy their traveling ecpenses back
home, and in the hands of ezch He quietly slipped a few Hng-
lish pounds, Then He went up and, without eating His lunch,
packed up hurriedly, and after a few minutes wlth Ahmed Yazdi,
we were on our way to the station. Bight wiimites before the
depsrture of thHe train the Yaster realized that they had lefd
at the house a package of newly arrived letters. He called
Khosro to run like the wind and bring back the letters, Vo
one ever thought he would return in time, but just as the
train was going to pull out we sighted him running with the
rackafe of letters end a large bouquet of roses, Bveryone
thought he had acco@plished quite a fest, and we 8ll felt
vroud of him., To our great joy Anmnad Yezdl is going to
accompany the Beloved, and we will have the pleasure of his
delightful company. One of the pilgrims,who will leave
tomorrow for gonstantinople,is also with us.

After more then three months we are sgain traveling
on the same train, bound for the same destination; but this
tine we have the kord of mankind with use, Again we rassed



dy Ismailieh, changed train at Basha, and were in 3idi Gaber
Station at 7:50 p. m. Many of the belisvers wers there to
welcome thelir Beloved. A carrisge was hired and the Master
wae driven to the:Hotel Vietoris, taking the same room, Mo.

26,

¥While we were on the train, about sunset, I went to
gsee the Master. He was standing in the corridor watehing so
intently the glorlous sunset, Yor two minutes He looked
without saying a& word. Then, turning aroung He saw me.

"Have you ever seen such a wonderful sunset in all America
and Rurope" He asked. “Phig is indeed a very divine sunset.
The clouds look so muoh 1like the white waves of the sea at

the time of a tempest, These are heavenly waves, the waves
of the upper ocean,"

I stood behind Him in silence, while the last gline
mering rays of the sun glowinhg Pehind the flseoy clouds made
them seem 40 look like some fiery red enchanted islands on the
edge of the blue sky, floating in a dazzling sea of opalescent
colors, They looked like ltttle lakes get on fire,

Yature is the greatest artist, and in the most
wonderfil and simple way she paints the golden cities of
Bl-Borado in the highlands of the firmament. Then, little
by little the glowing west faded to a somber gray, beckoning
dreans of soft musing. . Slowly dsrkhess spreads its wings
and the winking stars appesr one by one. Then the glittering
vault of heaven becomes the imperial court of secintillating
constellations., After awhile, faires and brighter than all
the sstellites, the Queen of heaven graciously mounts her r

empyrisn throne, and from that far off height sends rays of
light to earth.:

How must one feel truly hapyy that while onhe enjoys
keenly these sublime porfraits of nature, one is al'so beneath
the graclous Bounty and Pavor of the Beloved ABBUL BAHA!

What wae He thinking of all those moments while beholding the
irridescent sunset? I do not know, hut I assure you they
were no idle moments,  Some day we may hear about themu,

.-"



Ramleh, Egypt, November 18, 1912,

Dear Priends:-

Ve are again installed in Ramleh, not knowing where will be our
next goal. I had a flne time in Port¢ Said, didn’t 1I? The MHaster fely
much better, and to-day he sent & few cables to different parts of the
Orient saying thet his health is perfect. All this morning I was busy
writing. In the afternoen, I called on our American sisters. Mrs,
Hoagg hes not been feeling well, but she is recovering. The Master
was walking on the veranda, speaking with Ahmad Yazdl and his two sons-
in law. Then he sat on a chair an¢ drank his tez, after which he wensg
to Alexandria, near the station bought grapes and canteloupes, and
returned about seven o'clocks In the morning he czlled on the family
of Aga All Akbar, and stayed there a long time, consoling them ané
bringing to them the lights of coursge and assurances thet he is living
now in the Kingdom of Abha and is happy with hie share of divine joy.

dn this letter I will translate & few Tablets whiech I hope will
interest our American and European brothers and sisters:-

"0 ye kind friends! To-day in the world of existence the most
honorable profession is the promotion of education. Thank ye God that
in Hamadan in the school founded by the Bahanis ye have become teach-
ers and professors. Abdul Baha is expesting to hear good news from
that school, i. e., that the young fruites of the divine garden are be-
ing develoned and educated In the college of realities and significan-~
ces and are graduated in physical and epiritusl selences, that they
are opening the eloquent tongues znd are discoursing intelligently in
every branch of learning, 8o that in oratory they may duveome ideal ma-
gicjans. I hope that Confirmation may be vouchsafed to the school of
Taid and that the teachers and the scholars of the school in general
may become the objects of the Xingdom of Abhal ~ - - « - = o - ¢

The following is revealed to the wormen teachers:-

"0 ye daughters of the Kingdom! In former ceaturies the daught-
ers of Persia were totally deprived of the venefits of edusation.
There were no schools, no ¢olleges, no teachers, no professors and no
kind inetructors. Now In this great century: the girls are also sur-
rounded by the most eminent Bounty. Innumerable schools are opened
in Persia for the education of the girls, but a thoroughly well~equip-
ped system of instruction is yet lacking. The latter at this junc-
ture is more essential t0 sane progress than the former, for it is
the foundation of the advzncement of the world of humanity. Now
praise be to God that in Hamadan a Bahai School for girls is opeuned.
You who are the teachers must lay a greater emphasis on mecral educa-
tion than merely adademic instruction, so that the girls may be adorned
with chestity and inviolability, refinement of morals and polite manners.
Teach the girls sciences. Should you exercise in this manner, the Con-
firmations of the Kingdom of Abha shall wave on the apex of that schoqﬂ
1 hope that you will become assistede - - = = = = = = = = = = = - = - "

A Tablet was reveasled by the Beloved to my two cousins, iMirza
Hadayatollah and Mirza Kamal, who have come to Teheran from ksphanan
with the object of entering in the school of Tarbiat:-

") ye two servants of the Blessed Perfection! The letter that



weBom

you have written to his honor Uirze Ahmad was persued. As it was an
indication of your health and happiness, the utmost happiness was pro-
duced. Pralse be to God that you are assisted to enter the School

of Tarbiat. In the estimation of Abdul Baha that School is very ac-
ceptable, and its founder in His Honor Adeedb, of the divine School.

As this School is foundeed with a pure intention, it will grow day by
day? I am likewise most pleased and satisfied with the Principal of
the School, for in reality he shows the greatest effort in the intro-
duction of new branches end curriculum. There is no doubt that he
will take the greoatest care of you and will be solicitous in the pro-
grese of your education. I shall pray in your behalf so -that the Con-
firmations of God may reinforce you and that you may be so educated
and instructed as to become the cause of the happiness of Mirza Ahmad,"

In another Tablet, revealed to Sheikh Mohsen Nainey, one of the
teachers of the School of Tarbiat, he says:-

"0 thou confirmed personage! The letter that thou hast written
to Aga Seyad Assadollah was read from first to last with Infinite at-
tention? The praise of the pupils and the excellent examination of
the uew plants of the Garden of God imparted inexpressible rejoiciang.
How blessed art thou, for God hath assisted thee in its service!

"In this radlant century ascording to the divine Text the great-
eat attainment of the world of humanity ls the education and instruec-
tion of the newly-planted trecs of the orchard of God. Praise be to
God that thou art econfirmed in this service. The School of Tarbiat is
under the protection and guardianship of His Highness the One, there-
fore whosoever arises to serve it in any manaer, he will be blessed.

I heve the greatest satisfaction from the faculty of that sacred school
end comtinually do I supplicate and entreat at the Court of the Loré
of Glory and from the Kingdom of Beauty I beg for them grace and Favor.

"As this school ie made known everywhere as a Bahal institution,
the believers must strive with heart and soul that day by day it may
a dvunce extraordinarily, make ideal advancement and the ocourses of
material sciences may be added unto it. DPerchance it may become an
important influence in the upbullding of the ruined Persia, and such
graduates may come out of its door as may become the means of spread~
ing the rays of the Sun of Reality. Bahai children are reinforced
with the spiritual power. If this school 1s thoroughly organized and
it courses well equipped, and its teachers wise and soul-sacrific-
ing, know thou assuredly that such souls will be trained therein sand
such services they will be enabled to reander to Persia as %0 spread
in a1l parte of Persia the fame of the Ancient glory of Persia, - - -"

0f late the faculty of the school has sent out a eircular leg-
ter contalning many Tablets by Abdul Baha, and expressing the hope
that the belisvers will cou-eperate with them to contribute some funds
8o that they may add a branch of sciense to its already present cir-
riculum, I hope the americen friends will show their generosity in this
matter.



Ramleh, Egypt, November 19, 1913.

Dear Friendss-

This was a day of roses, red, white, yellow, pink; each kind re-
xolent with the soft fragrance of the eternal hope treasured in the heart
0of man and symbolic of the spiritual era of youthfulness dawning upon us.
As 1 entered the room of the Beloved, my eyes beheld a large table very
near %0 him, adorned with many vases of freshly cut roses. He had just
been out of the bath, and was clothed in his white snowy robs and flowing,
smooth and delicate cream-colered overcoat. His face shone like unto the
sun and his gentle and courteous, searching eyes were tenderly gazing to-
ward the roses. He Was holding a spiritual communion with them. I almost
felt he was speaking with these sweet children of nature and they were div-
ulging to him the deorets of their beauty, charm and delicacy. No one was
there to witness this poestic scene, this holy presentation of the divime
1ife! I held myself aloof and continued to watch this exhibition of floral
sympathy between the Beloved and the roses. After awhile he extended his
hand and took out of one vowl a red and a yellow one and put them on the
white shawl wound around his waist. Then he got up and saw me standing
on the side of the bed. "Did you see me watching the roses?" he asked,
smiling. 1 thought to myself his heart is the spiritual garden of the
Blessed Perfection, wherein the moat splendid roses of idealism are grow-
ing in all seasons. The lives of the imhabitants of the world are per-
fumed through the impershable roses which Abdul Baha is at all times cul-
ling from the bushes and sending them to those who are prepared %o receive
them. He is the greatest and the most celestial Rose of the Supreme Con-
eourse, and the sincere and faithful Bahals are the petals. The petals rust
hold firm to the heart of the rose, otherwise the contrary winds of passion
and desire will shalte them off the stalk and once fzllen on the ground they
sere and die. The Eternal Attributes of the Kingdom of Abha are the colors
and fragrances of this rose. They are not acquired, nay rather they are
immanent in it. The awakened souls inhale its holy fragrance, and thus
dilate their hearts, spirituslize their minds and harmonize their conflict-
ing ideas.

When I came out of his Holy Presence, my nostrils perfumed with
the fragrance of all the roses, 1 asked sameone "Who has brought all these
flowers for the Beloved?" "A present from ouyr American sisters in the hotel.®
& voice answered. "OhI"™ I thought; “This is a very lovely presexnt.” Then
my mind reverted to the far-off America: and Burope, thinking of the many gar-
dens that he has planted for the past three years in those Western cities,
expecting that some day the fragrance of those roses will be permeated to
the furthest end of the earth. How are these gardens faring at this present
moment? Are the roses fregh snd abloom? Are its meadows green and its trees
verdant? Are the prople delighted with them? Are they growing and develop-
ing? With what sacrifice and untiring zeal have I seen him workR, taking care
of the garden and trying to change the aridland into a flower-spot! It all
depends upon the wisdom and sagacity of the gardeners. Lay they be inspired
with knowledge and understanding! May they irrigate the flowers and the trees!
We expect to inhale every day the fragrances of those rose-gardens wafting to
us over gseas and lands.

This morning the Beloved came to our house and stayed for a few min-
utes. He talked on difTerent home toplos with nis two sons-in~law. Then
he left and went to the Hotel, there speaking all day with warious individuals.
Yow giving detalled direstions to Khosro about cooking, relating to him the

story of Isfandeyar and calling himoy that name three times, then going into
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an exhaustive ascount of Greek history, Herodotus snd Xenophon and thelr exag-
gerated stories with a Greek gentlemsn, and again snswering with great for-
besranse the hazy and indefinite questlone of two Mohammedan theologlans.

Thue it was about 12 o'clock when he went to ‘bed, extremely tired.

The quédstion of cur trip to Halfs ie agaln revived, but as both of
us have learned through experience, time will show.

Qur four Amerigan sisters, Mrs. von Lilienthal, Mrs. Reede, lMrs.
Hoagg and krs., Wise, are leaving on the 22and for Haifa aczording to the COme
mand of the Beloved. He told them he would join them later on. We are sorry
to lose them, but they are very blessed to g0 %0 visit the Holy Tombs of
Baha'o'llah and the Bab. '



Ramleh, Egypt, Rovember 20, 1913,

Dear Priends:-

"My spiritual and material Physician is His Holiness Baha'c'llah.
His Graces and Bestowals are suf’icient for me. Thanksgiving behoveth
Him for that He hath up to this time protected me under all circumstan-
ces. The physicians of materis medica have no effact on me." This is
a passage in a Tablet revealed to a Believer who expressed the wish that
a certain Doctor might treat him. The Beloved is under the direct Pro-
teation of God, and no harm will come %o him. He has come to heal the
allments of the moral world, and he has brought the true and decisive
treatment. Doubts and skepticisma abound in 4nd out of the churches,
unbelief is fostered by the purblind matesialiatis communities, and he
has the quick-healing remedy to do away with these social chronic dis-
aases. He deaires to extirpate the roots of these vices and corrupti-
ona and rchabllitate the decayed conditioms of our modern sosciety with
1ts rank atheistic beliefs and disbelliefs. All . those who have lost
their abounding faith must turn their attention to this Centre of all-
faith, and theilr hearts and minds will become filled with the God-given
gift and their spirits will de fired with the Love of God. They will
become conscions of the controlling, intelligent power, guiding the des-
tiny of the Universe, and they will attain %o the fountain of new joy
smd hope. Their extinguished lamps will oe rekindlad, their lost faith
will be ragaired. Their dried wells will gush forth fresh, salubrious
water. Their witherod trees will be robed with verdure and bloom. Their
fallen stars will rise again im the brilliant horizon of Universal Rel-
igion. They will beocome inspired with a diviner zeal, with a holier
sanctification, a loftier rurpose, a more sacred resolution, a geeater
love for humanity and a clearer vision of life and its complicated pro-
blems, Thie divine Physlcian along knows the remedies, because long be~
fore he had dlagnosed the sumptoms of the world's maladies. Let us tura
to him like earnest students and leara from him those lessous which will
help us to help our odrothers.

In a Tablet to a Bahal physiciaen in Gazwin, Persia, he says:~

"0 thou divine Physiclan! From the beginning of the world to this
day there has been in this world two classes of physicians: The Divine
physiolans and the material physicians. It is recorded in the books and
epistles that a nwnber of sanctifled souls have come as Livine Physicigus,
diagnos ing epiritual diseases aud treating them with the heavenly antidote.
Those Physicilans have studied the sclence of ideal mediclie in the Univore
sity of God. They are the spiritual disgnosticisns of the chronig dis~
eases of the world of humanity, nay rather the skilful Doctors of the hope-
less and mortal ceses of the body of mankind; thus they treat with presci-
ence and unerring knowledge all manners of moral maladies.

"Likewise, there are material physicians who are laboring most vali-
antly and with the loveof their fellow-men in their hearts they tzke care
of the slck ones and treat with sympathy those who are ailing in bedy.

"Both of these two classes of physielans are the servants of the world
of humanity, snd from the actitities of Doth kinds irmense benefits wre ac-
erued to man. But as to thee: Thank thou God thou art the Physiclan of the
heart and soul es well as the Doctor of the bodies and the physicel side of
man. Thou art treating those who are spiritually sick with the mergiful med-



ﬂ-z--

icines and thou art healing those who have physisal disesses through
divine power and Supreme Assistance. Thou art prasticing in both
schools, and in them hast attained to both virtues. This is z real
Beunty. This is true Grage and Bestowal, for God hath confirmed thee
in the service of both friends and str.ngers and hath made thee the
manifestor of infinite favors. All the souls, whether known or un~
known, who have passed through the City of Gaswlm and I have met them,
are extremely pleased with the greateful to thee. On this acoount
Abdul Baha envies your services and desires to become as confirmed as
thyself., Oh! How I wish to receive also a share and portion from this
Service, but God especiallizes with His Bounty whomsoever He desires.

"Convey with the utmost yearning the wonderful Abha Greeting to
the spiritunal friends.

“Upon thee be Baha El Abha!l

(Signed}  ABDUL BAHA ABBAS, "

This morning I received a number of letters from America. The
news contained in the letter of Mise Louise XKrug, of New York, made
him especially happy. She says: "Mother and I are working earnestly
and have been able to attract many new and wonderful souls to the Cause.
Yesterday mother had her first Tuesday meeting. All the friends seemed
very happy. The spirit was so peaceful and Joyous." Other letters con-
tained similar news from different cities, all of which was most wel-
comed by the Beloved. He sald with great emotion: "You must praise God
for all theee favors. The whole world is set on and barriers are burned
away through this Fire of the loce of God, which is glowing in the hearts
of men.," Then he called in the room one of the friends and praised the
quaelity and purity of her faith. "From my imnermost heart and soul
pleased with thees Oh! I wish I had many, many believers like uuto thee."
All moraning he wae guletly resting, and did not go out. Ahmad Yazdi left
for Cairo in the afternoon, and the Master sent with him a large bougquet
of roses to Mirza Abul Fazl and told us to go to Sidi Gaber station to bid
him farewell, |

On our return to the hotel, the Master was sitting in the reception
room. I read to him the contents of an article in the "Near East' Magazine
about the conditions of Persia. He deplored the shortsightedness and ignor-
angce of the leaders of that country, and illustrated it by a story at the
Court of Sultan Abdul Asziz. This monarch as it had happered had mastered
& knowledge of the Western musis. One day all his Ministers were present,
end an artist wae playing on the Plano the Western Classlce. The Sultan
was walking and when the plece came to an end, he would explesin to his cour-
tiers surrounding him the name of the musio. "Aye, Sire! It was mwost womn~
derfull" they would (all say in unison, while bowing down to the ground. Fin~
elly one of them came forward and ssid: "Your Majesty! This is all sham.

We know nothing about this guasic. We are all like donkeys. We make all
these protestations Just to gain your favor." The Sultan was very pleased
with his truthfulness and promoted him to a higher position.



Ramleh, Egypt, November 21, 1913.

Dear Friends:-

"All laxes that are coplously fed must copiously overflow,” 1 heard
someone telling me. The sogency and pithiness of the remark startled me,
and it set me to thinking whether thie is nbt true in the case of the
Bahals scattered throughout the world and elected by the Higher Power
from armongst the various natioms and religions for the unification and
the solidarity of mankind. Having recelved abundsent portion of the out-
pourings of the Kingdom of Baha, they must share them with the rest of
their fellow-men. The lakes of their lives are overflowing with the Water
of spiritusl Knowledge; they must not dam them. They have been the reo-
inientas of so mach .Bounty; why should they not invite others to partake
of the same. Their hearts have become the caskets for the Jewels of Cel-
estial Wisdom, for what day or age are they hiding them! There must not
be puch a thing as passive Bahais, because through the Teachings of Baha'-
0'1llah if they were poor they have become rich; if they were extinct they
have become ignited; if they were lignorant they have become wime; if they
were little lakes they have become great seas; if they were winters they
have become springs. The horigon of their lives is dominated with truth
and righteousness; why should they keep silent? They have the right Thing,
and with a happy countenance they must disclose it to the eyes of the publie
in the right way. That which is essentislly right does not need a champion
in this age; it needs only a teacher, an unafraid expounder, one¢ who holds
high the toreh to guide the ateps of the wayward and the erring ones. The
character of a Bahai must have been perfumed with the roses of sanctity and
the Jasmine of moral sublimity. He must work persistently for the Truth,
adore the Truth and lmow nothing but the Truth. He must put himself in har-
mony with the Cause of God and not against it; for the Cause of God is the
irresistably swecping currsnt. We must swim with it and not against it. 1If
we try to oppose the progress of the Cause of the Almighty, we preciplitate
our own downfall and bring upon our heads eternzl shame and disgracs.

The only thing that the Beloved demands of us is to work for the lause
and teach the Principles of the Movement. Xo calamity must dishearten us;
no catasstrophe must diascourage us; no insurmountsble mountain muat hold us
back; no impassable pass must restraln us. We must become & tower of coursge,
a Niagara of energy, a Gibraltar of strength and a fathomless, whirling,
waving osean of sctivity, going on and on, &and as we go solving all the pro-
blems, laughing in the face of difficulties and calmly setting them at nought
and striving to reach the goal with shining faith and unwavering feet. Such
has been the faith of the glorious martyrs of this Cause. They endured all
the persecutions snd torturea with an undreamed of calmness and resignation,
tbe like of which is not known in the history of the worlde Many of us may
not have the inclination or opportunity to attain to the station ¢f martrydonm,
but we can at least live in the mental atmosphere of a cheerful, happy, undis-
turbed life. This is possible to a degree for all of us, provided it is not
of the self~gentered kind. If your life: is really happy it muat have a cor-
responding effect upon others,

When I went to the Hotel this morning, I saw the Master sétting near
the window in the center corridor, looking at the little green gurden below
him. As soon as he saw me coming in, he bid me be seated and told Khosro to
briag me a cup of tea. He was chantiag gquéetly to himself, and on his face
there was the cgalm relaxation of a restful night. After awhlle he suid:

"last night I slept five hours. I passed a cheerful night. One of the gre-



atest gifts in the world of humanisy is Sleep. Those who have been and
are afflictsd with insomnia appreciate this fact. If you put gll the
Bounties of God in ome scale and Sleep in andother, the latter will out-
weigh the rest. A person who does not sleep all night and rolls in his
bed from right £o left knowa what 1 mean.  If a person lives in a prison
and has only a loaf of bread, but aleeps, he 1s better off than a King
who has at his dispossl all the luxuries and lives in a palasce dut does
not sleep. Once I called on & patient. He was suffering from insomnis
beside hieg other troubles. He told me with & haggard and hollow-eyed
expression of utter weariness; "I wish to God I oconld sleep one hour
then open my eyes to feel its restoring effect, then dle peacefully.”
God answered his prayer. He slept for one hour, after which he opened
his eyes, looked around with an air of utter relief and then passed
beyond the Borderland, How refreshing would it be if one could go to
bed at 10 o'clook and then open his eyes to be 6 or 7 in the morning!
When I arose last night it was 4 a. m« I could not believe that I »ad
slept 80 mugh, then I went to the windownand opened the shutters. By the
position of the different stars I realized that it was the right time.
Then 1 became very pleased, and that is why this morning I feel the joy
of living and breathe the fresh air with a new delight. When I was young
I was busy all day and ofven till rddnight there were callers to be en-
tertained, When the last of them left the house, I felt so drowsy that
while I was going up the steps I was asleep. It was very strange that
while walking 1 had all the sensation of sleepiung. DBefore I reached my
bed I wzs sound aslecp and then 1 dropped on it just with my c¢lothes on.
Many a morning the family wanted to wake me up, but the Blessed Perfeection

would not let them, saying that he came in Very late laest nights Let him
sleep, He will wdke himself,”

A long list of the new believers  in Esphahen and its surrounding
villages was presented to the Beloved by Mirza Jalal. He said: "The
Hosts of the Xingdom of Abha are at all times gaining fresh victories.
See how many new souls are accepting the Truth and are besoming mindful
of the Mysteries of the Kingdom. This is the way the teachers of the Cause
must make me happy. Thia is the time of worky s As I am walking here I see
clearly the Confirmation of the Xingdom of Baha'o'llah soaring above the
heads of the friends like mn$d an imperial Bird of Paradise, and this inwv-
isible army are constantly assisting us and coming over us like unto the
tumultuous waves of the sea." Afterwards he dictated long Tablets in Persian
and Arabie,while chanting. His appealing words moved the hearts. "When 1
dictate a supplication my whole being is absorbed in the mercy and tenderness

of God. I am deeply affected, and my heart is wmelted in the scontemplation
of Divine Beanty," he saide. .



Ramleh,: Egypt, Novemoer 22, 1913,

Dear Friends:-

You could hear the plaintive spiritual voice of the 3eloved. He
was swayed by a holy wave of divine emotions. He wes supplicating at
the Threshold of God. How deeply he felt every word uttered out of
the inner reservoir of his divine heart!' The effect upon the writer
was correspondingly great and indefinadle, purifying and stimulating.
The Soul of the Master is a Mystery, and that mystery may be revesled
in the light of his communion with the source of All-good translated
in the ¥ibrant words of his supplications. I would prefasce thiz let-
ter by such a supplication, flowed this morning from his blessed ton-
gues~

HE 18 0D

"0 slmighty! Instruct Thou these thankful birds in the rose-gar-
dens of Guidance the tuneful melodies snd the harmonious strains of
the Psalms of David, and teach these royal, white esagles to scer to-
ward the apex of Hope, thus they mey prevent the omincus owls from any
doleful attack and train the faithlese ravens in the lessons of faigh-
fulness.

"0 God, open these delicate and tender buds through the Breeze
of Providence and confer verdancy and fresimess tc this newly-grown
meadow through the downpouring of the Clound of Bestowal.

"D Beloved! Cause the attginment of these yearning nightingales
to the rose-garden of the Heart-Ravisher of the regions and suffer
these thirsty ones after the fountain of Eternal Youth to drink from
the Spring of Tasneem. Let these self-sacrificing moths to fly arocund
the night-illuminating csndle.

"0 Kind Beloved! These sculs sre Thy friends. They have given
up everything for the sake of Thy Nearness. They have become home-
less and shelterleas for Thy sake. They uzre ensmored with Thy Beauty,
prisconers of Thy Abode and without patience and endurance in Thy sep~-
aration. Consequently, oonfer upon them the Cup of Grace and oause
then to quaff from the Goblet of Faithfulness; so that they become re-
Joiced, hsappy, self-sacrificing and shake the hands of Préendship.

"Yeridy Thou art the Giver, the Generous and the Kind!

"O Beloved of the world! ©Esch one of them is longing for the
meeting of Thy Face, thirsty for the water of Thy Stream, is living
through Thy Fragrance and enthralled with Thy Nature! Make them the
confidant of Mysteries in the Kingdom of Abha, and Invisible World
and the Mount of Transfiguration, and grant them permission to enter
in Thine Own Holy of Holies. Shower upon them even in this world
every Bounty and encircle them with all Thy Favors. Verily Thou art
Omnipotent and Thou art the Mighty!

(Signed) ABDUL BAHA ABBAS."

Another wonderful Tablet is revealed to the Persian believers.
I gm sure it will not be out of place in this letter, as it will be

another strong tie of Unity between our Eastern and Western brothers
and sisters:-



"0 God! O God! Pralse be unto Thee for Thou hast unfurled the
the Flag of Thy Singleness, cause! everyone to witness the signes of Thy
Mercifulness and guided these souls %o the Salubrious Water and the
Spring of Tasneem in the Garden of Thy Divinity.

"0 Lord! Glorification behooveth Thee for Thou hast illumined
the eights, inspired the comsciousunesses with the Holy Mysteries,
caused the ears to hear the ldeals of the Xingdom and revesled the
Word of Guidance in the hearts of the righteous onea. Verily, they
have advanced toward Thee expanded breasts, attracted hearts, spirits
suomerged in the sea of Thy Grace and souls.rejoiced by the verses of
“hy Unity.

*0 Lord! Strengthen thelr feet in this Path! Reinforce thelr
hearts by the Mysteries of the Words! Confimm ther by the Invisiule
Cohorts in the diffusion of Thy Fragrances!. Protect them from every
test. Guard them from the ordeals! Pave for them a direct and stralght
Path and goal of which is the Kingdom of Heaven!

"Verily Thou art the Clementi Verily Thou art Omniscient! =and
Verily Thou art the Mereiful and the Compassicnate!

"0 ye king friends of Abdul Baha! Tor some time like unto the
breeze 1 have heen crossing over the wilderness and a wanderer over
mountain and desert. No morn did I rest, and nc eve did I seek re-
pose or tranquillity. 1 became the confidant of every meeting and
found my way in every Socliety. In every gathering I cried out and im-
parted the Glad~Tidings of the {ingdom of Abhs; so that the bline may
receive the sight, the deaf be granted hearing, the humiliated become
glorified, the misguided ones find the Gulde, the weak beccme powerful,
the deprived ones become the confidant of the Mysteries, the West-
erners become the eastermers and the hopeless ones hopeful.

"It is now three years that 1 have not sought one moment of rest.
Praise be t0 God that through the Favors and Providence of the Bles-
sed Perfection, the armies of Confirmation like unto the waves des-
cended ininterruptedly, the cohorte of the SBupreme Concourse achieved
triumph, the fame of the Cause reached all the egars, and the mention
of the Religbon of God spread throughout the vast congregations. The
invisible hand and the ideal power scattered pure seeds in that farm-
land, the cloud of Mercy puured down the vernal shower and the Sun of
Reality shone forth with unprecedented light and heat.

"Now with the utmost humility Abdul Baha has put his forehead on
the ground and lmplores and entreats that through divine protection
and assistance and the Heavenly Gardener that spiritual farm may soon
grow and its manifest signs encompass all regiong, = - ~ ~ - = = - « "

To-day our four dear American sisters left For Haifa. In the morn-
ing the Master, after revealing the avove Tablets, called them into his
own room and gave them a fww instructions. In a generzal way he said:-
""Now you have uveen with me quite many days. You have been the source of
the happiness of my heart. Youw will go to the Holy Land and visit the
Holy Tomb of the Bab and Baha'c'llah in my behalf. Whilé you are travel-

lin g make everyone satisfied and pleased with yom.



2

Let no one e offended in the slightest degree. Our real abode i3 in
the Kingdom >f Abha. God will de with you. You will be always under
His Guardignship. 'Do not be afrald of anything. Trust in Him" They
left the Hotel at 3 o'clock. Mirza Jalal, Mirza Hadi, Mirza Moneer
and mgself went with them to the steamer ocalled "Tofygeyah" belonging
to the Kehdivlal Company. The Steamer sailed out of the port at abuout
5 o'eclock, Drying our absence, the Master called at our honse, stayed
over an hour and superintended the cooking oa’'a specizal kind of dish
rice, meat and vegétables. Many of the Arab believers likewise called
on him, and in the evening he was quite fatigued. All night it rained
copiously, the wind bliwing with great velocity. :

I have just received a magazine published in London by the name
“The Oecgult Review" {Address: William Rider and Son, Ltd., Cathedral
House, Paternoster Row, London, E. C.) contalning a very fine article
on the Bahai Movement, by Beatrice Irwin. It Is written with sensitive
intelligence and imowledge, and many of the Bahais across the Atlantic
will enjoy reading ite It is the November (1913) issue.



Ramleh, Egypt, Novemver 23, 1913.

Dear Friends:-

Everyone liked to hear the stories as related oy the Beloved.
Don't you? He told us this morning in his inimitable way the story of
the matrimonial woes of one of the Sahai teachers who is now dead. It
will do us good if we listen t0 him for a few minutes. While he was
relating it, he was laughing; in turn we laughed, and no doubt you
will also laugh before you have read it throngh:-

"¥e had a great teacher in this Cause by the name of - = - -~ - -
e lived & long life, and up to his last oreath he served the Cause
most faithfully. His most important service in the Caunse was to carry
the Teblets of Baka'o'llah to the believers of Persiaz and bring back
to him their petitions. Thus he travellec back and forth between Pere
sia and Acca, being for years the sole chanmnel of correspondenge he-
tween the Blessed Perfection and the friends. He was one of the most
economical men in this age, and lived in the mest rigorous frugality
and extreme simplicity. When he wam a young man, his friends were
moat anxiocus for him to get married, but he stubbornly refused their
appeals. He was so afraid to take such a hazardous venture on the
ground that he would have t0 mect some extra expenses. One day & wily
match-maker went to him and asked him point blank: "Why dom't you get
married? You are now at an age that you must find for yourself a
nige wife and settle down." '"Oh! I am so afraid %o get marrvied, for
it will surely entail upon me extra obligations and expenses.” "Extra
expensea? No, indeed! You are certainly on the wrong track. You
have wade a mlacaloulation somewhere. -1 assure you that you will have
no extra expenses.' "How is that? I really can't believe on faith
what you say." "All right! Now that you are a sort of skeptis om
this eudject would you like me to demonstrate t0 you by aritimetic?”
"I will consider it an honor if you can show me how this impossitle
thing 1s done.” "Very well! Don't you have a house?” "Yes". "When
you are married your wife will live in 1t, and you don't have to pay
extra rent.” "That's so.” "Don't you have a furnished room?" "Yes."
'It<is then very easy; share it with her.” 'That's true."” 'Do you
not have a bed?" 'Yes." ‘'Let her bave half of ig.' "“All right.”
*You will have, however, one small item of extra expense. Now you
are buying daily one loaf of bread; them you buy two, and considering
your ability and energy 1 have no doubt you can work for an extra
loaf without taxing your physigal strength. Well, this kind of res-
soning led him into the trip, and he began to look around for a suit~
able wife. He had not to wait long before partial disillusionment
came over him, as he had to buy & ring and a shawl for his fiancee,
and afterwards the preparations preceding the marriage made him feel
more than ever the futility of ever relying on the advice of a friend
on such an all-tmportant matter. His nerves were almost shattered
under the staggering expenses, and he -divined rightly that if ne had
to do all these things before marriage, what he should afterwards?
5till he elufched hopefully to the first frugul picture presented to
him by his friend, and trusted somehow it would come to pass. At
last he was alone with his wife, and before enjoying the sweet pleas-
ure of her companionship and ere hardly a few days had passed, she
got the ides that he must buy all the kitchen utensils, dishes, cups,
savcel's, spoons, beds, carpets and other things considered by her as
essentials of housekeeping. At first he grumbled and waa churlish,

hut she argued him into i¢, and finding himeelf stripped of all moral



R -

resistance, he went hesitantly into the 3Jazaar and bought everything
she demanded. By this time he was angry with his friend, and upbraid-
ed himself in being such a f00lish man as to have listened to him.
Before she had time to think over his worries, she fell sick, and his
mother-in-law was beside the bed of her beloved daughter. A4 Doctor
had t0 be called in, the medicines had t0 be bought and the poor man
was groaning under the heavy load of expenses. There was no use, and
there was no one to sympathize with him. Finally she recovered from
her filiness, and after a year, lol..and behold, there were three in
the family! He could not believe his senses. He rubbed his eyes,

but nevertheless it was trne. What could he do? Everybody in his
house made merry; even the mother was bright and happy over the now-
comer. He knotted his brows and weat out to drown his sorrows alone,
but curiously in his heart the bird of paternal joy was singing. Now
he could not even trust himself, He did everything to minimize the
expenses, but no one would have it. His house was full of people; his
mother-in-law, and gll her relatives were there to congratulate him,
and fondle the ‘angel vaby', as they called lt. He though% positively
this will be the last indisoretion, but before another year rolled vy,
God made the number of the family four, and then five, six, seven,
elght, nine, - - a troop of little humanity in the making. No sooner
than he set his foot in the courtyard or in the evening returning from
his business, than the children flocked arpund him, dimning into his
ears their childish wishes with great noise and insistence. 'Papa!l

I want a pair of shoesi"™ ‘Papa! I want a hat!' 'Pgpa! I want a doll!"
'Papal I want cundy!®' ‘Papal I want a pony!' Thelr demands were very
numerous, but by that time he had learned how %o be patient and long-
suffering and how to humor each one of them. Often he would think of
his friend and his argument of one loaf of bread, and how simple he
was to acoept it. Then he would sey to himself Ralf aloud: 'If any
young man ever comes to me for conjugal advice, I will show him sueh
an object-lesson as t0 never he Porgotten in all his lifeln

The rest of the day was spent oy the Beloved in receiving and
visiting the friends and speaking to them on many famillar subjects
of the Cause.



Ramleh, Fgypt, November 24, 1913,

Degr Friendat-

God has revealed to the Bahals & vision of the glory of man; we
must not becloud it. He bas shown to them the shining asurora of the
future grandeur of humanitys we must rejoice in 1t. He has planted in
the ground of their minds the pure seeds of: the flowers of the commson-
wealth of all the people; we must tenderly take care of them. He has
unfolded before their inner consciousnesses the unlimited possibiliti-
es of the full stature of the apiritual man; we musat help ite realiza-
tion. He hath begemmed the heavens of their hearts with the radiant
stars of inepiration; we must add to their luster and brilliancy. He
hath called them into being to be the bullderas of the Mighty Temple of
the Lord; we muat hosten its construction. The actions and thoughts
of our livee must be as pralses and glorification to the Lord. Oyr
minds end souls must absord His Love, be immersed In the ocean of His
Affection, engaged in the spread of His Cause, heralding the dawn of
His Sun and scattering the rays of Hie Light.

I was only a few minutes in the presence of the Beloved in the
morning. He gave me some papers which he had corrected, and told me
to give them to Mirza Moneer eo that he might copy them. He 8tayed in
the hotel all forenoon, reading &nd resting, and for lunch he had &
vowl of broth and bread. He does not belleve in many dishes; he does
not want many things. Ounly one kind, and that in the uimost simplic-
ity, pleases him more than anythlag. '

At half past two o'clock in the afterncon he surprised us by
entering in the house. "To-day I have come to drink tea with you," he
said, a8 a chair was offered hime Xhosro hurried in the kitchen to
prepare the tea, and the Beloved told us to take a chair and sit dows.

He talked on a great many subjeots, and I will try to reproduce herein
only portions of the sames iHe sald: "Before the regular stage-post

was established in Persia, there were many swift-footed letter-carriers
and messengers who sarried the letters of important personages from

clty to city. They walked day and night, and when the riessage was very
urgent they ran for hours till they reached their destinations. They

had a curious way of sleeping. While they walked they put a little
pillow on their right shoulders and inclined their heads toward it and
thus for an hour or two they slept. Some people walk while they are
asleep~--somambulists. The mother of Mirza Moneer when very young

fell from the roof while ssleep and was not awakened, neither was she
harmed. ~ - « - When we left Bagdad for Comstantinople many of us rode

on horses and as we travelled by night I t0ld all the friends they must
try to keep awake on the saddle, otherwise they would fall on the earth.
Notwithstanding this, when night came aleep gripped thew firmly and one
by one they fell off their saddles, but praise bde to God, no one was Iin-
Jured. One of the friends wowed that he would not sleep, and when on
horséback had his fingers stuck under his eyes, yet he too slept and fell.
How difficult and unbearable were the gard clirgumstances of those 60 stages!
Our trip from Boston to California had not the difficulties of one day of

", h a
ere 8P SMMRroarTREVN0 ASVOLE STERLLS, CpRoTipticn, of oy he falfilled his

in buying from tbem provisions. At one of the cities on the way, Izzat
Pasha brought %o Baha'o'llah wany provisions, and expressed his love and
adoration of the Teachings. “This Izzat Pasha," the Beloved continued, "had

a peculisr habit. Whoeoever came to him and solicitedan office, or a favor,



-*“2-"*

he would answer: "On my eyes, Effendi. I will do everything to serve
you, and will not rest till your object is attained.!"” The poor man
was elated with the falr promise, but no sooner was he out of the pres-
ence of the Pashe than he would say: "This fool has believed in my
promise."” Afterward he became the Governor of Adrianople and contin-
ved to practice his habit of empty promises. Osman Pasha, who wes at
that time the Secretary of War at the Court of Addul Hamid, told his
Majesty the deceiving habit of lzzat Pasha, in the course of a cone
versation. 1% 80 happened that the latter after a year or two went

to the Sublime Porte to pay his homage to the Sultan. One day he was
in the private chamber of the Sulten, and: Osman Pasha was there too.
When the time for prayer oame, Osman orcught the water-pitoher so

that His lajesty might perform ablution. While he was washing his
hands,he asked Izzat Pasha thst: "I have heard thou art decelving

the people. When they come to thee soliciting something, thou givest
them falr promlses, but when they leave the room thou ssyest aloud:
-~-Yhat foolsl--" Izzat Pasha then knelt down and while half-looking
at Csman Pashs, said: "Your Majesty; 1 wonder what fool has trouiled
you with this gosspp!"™ When Osman heard this, he left the room, and
ran away, while the Sultan and Izzat started to laughe -~ - - - - —

“When we werd in Adrianople, there arrived from Albania a tall,
hercle-sized peasant. Hle business consisted of selling bread in the
streets. Curiously enough, whereever he went he wus followed by a fer-
ocicus looking dog, who attacked him no sooner than he was off his
guard. He carried with him s heavy club, with which he protested him-
self against the onslaughts of the dog. One day, he entered a bar,
and drenk heavily. His caspanione asked him: "What is the reasom
that this dog is 80 tenaciously following thee in season and out of
season, and never leaves thee at pesce for cne moment?" As he was
drunk, under the influence of liguor, he related to them how he killed
the master of this dog several years ago and how it has followed hie
wake from town to town, c¢ity to city, ever seeking to heap vengeance
on his head. "Often I have beaten this dog to the point Xm of death, out
it seems to me it has a hundred lives. It has made life really very
miserable to me" - - he congluded his long rambling narration with a
meeningless grin. On the morrow this report was given to the Police.
They searched and found him. In Court he confessed his gullt after a
long-drawn-out. cross examination. The day they hanged him in the Public
Square, the dog appeared on the scene and manifested the most peculiar
signs of happiness, playing antics, pranks and rolling itself with great
abandon on the ground. When the dog sew the body hanging lifeleass on the
pillory, with one help of Joy it bounded out of the public square and none
saw it afterward."

Before coming to ous house, he went to Alexandria with Mirza Jalal.
Toward evening, Mirza Mohsen and Forougl with his scn and a servant ar-
riwed from Persigz., The Master welsomed them with great joy. Mirzs Mah-
moud Forougi is one of the greatest orators of the Canse. He is powerful
in physigue and intelleot. He has a long, black beard and his voice is
superlatively rich and melodious. He has suffered much in the Cause, has
been in prison many times, but his mind is luminous and his faith firmer
than the mountain. He is a veteran of the Army of Abha and the Beloved
loves him very much.



Ramleh, Egypt, November 25, 1913,

Dear Friendes:-

"What is it we call great? What lifts and thrills

The soul of him who tells it o'er and o'er?

Is 1t not something that the brave heart began

Wherein success had seemed unlikeliest¢?"

It is this feeling of admiration and awe that controls every fiber of
our being when we come in touch with those souls who have accepted ridicule
and prison Joyfully in the Path of Baha'o'llah. It is very nice to read
about these soul-stirring events in your home, but it is different, Ah, me!
8o different, when you stand actually beside the men who lived two years in
the darkest prison; barefooted and bareheaded was carried on a saddle-less
horse from one oclty to another, has regeived the deadly bullets in his uLreast
and has taken cheerfully the feers of the enemies, and yet has come out of
these severe trials like a Hercules of Spiritual Porce! Such a man is Mirza
Mahroud Forougi. They tell me, and I well belleve it, that he is the greatest
orator of the Bahai Cause in the East. He has literally a tongue of fire-—-

& thing much nee¢ded to propagate the Cause. lHe is fearliess and unafraid.

He utters his convictions with such divine force and impetuosity that the
worst enemies gre disarmed, defeated, routed.  He has carried on many open
discussions with the Mohammedan clergy and you oan well imagine how they were
worsted and mortified at their own lgnorance. In many places he had chal-
lenged them to form a meeting and he would talk with them about the Cause and
establish its validity to their own satisfaction from the Koran and the tra-
ditions; but having learned the sad endings of others, they would not date to
accept. Such men are the foundation of this Movement. "e in the West often
deplore that the tests are very great, that such and such a persoan cwuld not
stand them, thzt we are surrounded by the howling winds of tests. I must and
wonder how those tests would stand the critical enalysis of comparaion with
the tests of the Oriental believers! Here is a man who tells me he suffered
the most awful tortures for the Cause, but the %ells of it:=with laughter and
Joys with many blessings heaped upon the heads of the exesutioners. He has
endured these persecutions for a Cause and at a time "wherein success had
seemed unlikeliest,™ and that is why we now love him, admire his ocourage and
shall try to repeat his story "o'er and o'er." It is really a subject un-
compassahble, unsearshable, inserutable! I try to comprehend ite vast sige-
nifigance and visnalize its lofty meaning, ocut I seem 80 weak and powerless!
As long as this Cause has such embodiments of sacrifice in the world one has
no fear of ita fature, Such souls zre the fulorums of the ideal progress
of the Movement! They are the rare jewels of the Kingdom of Abha, the salt
of the earth and the valorous standard-bearers of Reality. Now we are enjoy-
ing the benefits of théir labors. Phey have really done the mighty work, the
work of laying the foundation--notwith mortar and bricks but with their blood,
their lives. Their stations in the estlmation of God are vewy great. They
are the shosen ones. They have won the vigtory of the field. All we ¢an do
and that 80 poorly is to wallkk in their footseeps and be satisfied to receive
the rays of their fath, assurance, firmness and steadfastness. 1 coansciously
feel myself 80 small in the presence of these men! I want to run away and
hide my face with shame besause I bave done notherig when compared with the
brilliant records of their noble and epic lives. When this morning I went to
the Hotel, the first thing the Master asked me was about our new plilgrim, Mirza
Mahmoud Forougi. ™"Love him very much. Do everything in thy power to make him
comfortable. We will have three more pllgrims to-night and with the rest you
go to the station and welcome them. One of them 1s Ebne Aadag, another is an
Afnan and the third is an Israelitish Bahai."” Then he sent me away and after

avhile he sent for the plgrims and kept them for a long time. They gave him
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encouraging news about the advancement of the Cause and the entrance of
new people into the Kingdom, and how there is a general breaking down of
all ritualisme and dogmatic sects and that there is a new alignment of
the moral foreces for the spiritual regeneration of the dead religions
and eoclestiasticism. Ho! men are being awakened, the hidden forces of
purifilcation are set loose, the angels of the New Era are illuminating
the minds, the torch~bearers Hf & revitalized and simplified religion
adaptable to all men and all oonditions are ruaning to and fro through
the dark earth! In turn the Master also gave them & bird's eye view of
the portentious upheaval which is now going on in the religious life of
the West, espesially America, how men and women are restless, secking
after God, trying to grasp the inner reslities of life, the calmness of
the spirit and the actual realization of Deity. Here in fact was &
clearing-house of the world's longings for a higher life and how the
two hemispheres are converging toward one ultimate Ideal. These two
divergent poles of human thoughts are being met amieably in the Pres-
ence of Abdul Baha. He ie holding high the lamp of Guidance, becokning
all men to gather around it and to be enlightened by it. The more ome
stays in the vicinity of the Beloved, the clearer becomes his mental
apperception that he is the Solvent for all the problems of the world.
He Xnows better than any living person the spiritual geeds of humanity--
Fast and West--and he 1s daily supplying these needs by word and deed!

At half past seven, all of ue were at the station and joyfully
welcomed our new pilgrims. Ebne Asdag is an 0ld mesn--white beard---
shorter than the Master. He is one of the "Hands of the Cause of God,"
and lives in Teheran. When we reached the Hotel Orilent, with what won-
derful charm and cohesion he spoke about the Cause?! He is also a famous
teacher who has suffered much. His father was one of the fdllowers of
the Bab, In his talk he sald: "We must entirely annihilate our will and
let the Will of our Beloved teke possession of our hearts. He is the
knowing while we know nothin. How gladly we must sacrifice our lives
in his path. Personally I have no other wish, long for no other object.

I have come a long way to see him. I have no questions to ask., I want
just to look into his heavenly countenance. This is my food! This is

my sustenancel"™ How sweet is the deep humility of these mem! How spirit-
nal are their lives! They love the Master. O, so much! They kneel before
him and gdore him and see in him the Light and the Truth and the Way which
shall usher in the Day of Universal Peace!l



Ramleh, Zgypt, Movember 26, 1913,

Dear Friendssw~

The Beloved has frightened me agsin. It was sbout 2 P.M. when ke sent
Mirza Jalel for me. I was in the midst of eating my lunch, but I left svery~
thing and went to the Hotel. BHe was walking in the corridor. When he saw
me coming from afar he ralsed his volce: "3ravo! Welcomel!™ Immediately 1
felt something ie in the alr. "Come in. Let me see. Thou hast been wigh
me for a long time, longer than many others, and soon 1 must send thes to
America,” I wae dumfounded. "0 my Lord!" at lust I stammered: '"Don't
send me away from Thee. There xre many sincere servsnts of the Cause in
America who are heralding the Teachings. What cun I do there?" "Oh yes!
There are many services in Amerioa, and thou wilt do what I gommand thee.”
*hia is the third time the Master has given me thie intimatlon. In my
heart of hearts I long to be with him. No apst in the face of the earth
has any attraction to my eyes, save where he 1ls. To be in prison with hin
is better than the freedom of the moat royal palace. What do I want to do
in Ameriss or anywhere else, 1f I am not in hiz Presencet These last years
of the Beloved's life are mos$ pregnant ané the most significant, and I
yearn from the depth of my heart t0 be with Him t0 the very end--then I can
go out into the world-~travel throughout the states and consecrate my whole
exlatence to the spread of the Movement and the service of the Kingdom., I
have ng other ambition, no other thoughy. May God assist me to be sonfirmned
ir this hopeli Up to this time I have been living in a world of hopes; none
of them have yet bsen fulfilled, but I am looking to the future. The Unat-
teinable has always been ahead of me, and I suppose it will always be so.

I am endeavoring to reach the Unreachable and flp as hkigh as possible; but
afrer ail is said and done, how paltry our exertlon, how cramped our visicn,
how diminutive the statures of our ideals, how inconsiderable our effors,
how Yedimmed the atmosphere of our knowlecge! WYe are just like little cogs
in the machinery of the Cause of God, each pérforming a little service but
good to be tarown in the Jjunk-heap if not regeiving the motive power, slec-
tricisy.

When 1 went to the Hotel thls morning, the Master told me he wants to
go to the Hotel d'Orlent to ¢all on Ebne Asdag and others. On the way, he
talkxed about the father of this teacher. "His name was Mollah Salek MMogaddass.
He was one of the learned mean of Persla, and when he became a bellever he
davoted nls knowledge and education to the propagation of the Movement. With
an unprecedented zeal and holy enthusiasm he’ upheld the teachings of the Bab,
and he was destlned t0 play a most Izportant part in the development of the
Movement. Thus he became the objest of the attzck of the enemiess In Shirsz
they ren & cord through hls nose and paraded him through the streets and Baz-
aars. He followed the spirltuasl destiny of the Cause, and at last he was bes-
ieged by the royal army with the rest of the Bahals in the famous fortress of
Tabarasssi in Mazanderam. Thoee who are slightly familisr with that dramatic
ar tragle eplsode know the privations and sufferings they had to go through.
Finally when they were released and put to death, he was one of a very few
who was glven freedom. Later on he owwe to Acca and visited the Blessed Per-
fection. The face of man is the mirror on which hie ideals are reflected.

As such he was a glorlous personage. Hie huuility and gentleness deceived
many people, thinking that he is oniy & cummin man, VoL Le WaE VEI; wiau,
divine ann deeply spkritnai. ils sl is now @. 0L an and & veveran i Lis
Cause. I love him. That is why I go first to call on him."

When we reached the Hotel, the pilgrims were sitting around %the tabls,
drinking their tea. They all arose from their seats. The Master dida not let
them kneel befors him; instead he took each in hie arms and kissed them on
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both cheeks. He waes with them for nearly 15 minutes, asking guesticns
about the 8ifferent friends, but they were so overpowersd thet they ans-
wered in monosyllables. "While travelling throughout the Yesterm climes®
he said, "l often repested the faot thut to Persisn bolievers are ttried
and tested. They are as firm us rocks. ‘Lvery day they have been meted
a new persecutionand even they have been surrcunded by the impernding
dzngers of the cruel sword.”

Then he left them and osme to our house to met Mirza Mehmoud Fore
ougi, and then after a few minuges he returned to the Hotel. Before
noon he sent for Forougl. He related many stcries, Which made tiw Bel-
oveG laugh heartily, and he came buck all elated and happy. "Yes™, he
said, "I made the Master laugh very much. He gove me pernission v o
gpesk and I did. Once before vhen I wge in Accs the Mester was very sad
on account of the machinations of the enemies. Oun cne day he had 0BG
12 times to the Court to answer thoir spurious zccusations, so in the
evening he was fatigued and sorrowfui. 1 fouud nmy chence then, and begun
to speak and relate one story after another, and the Beloved leughed and
langhed and the clouds were dispelled. Then in the morning the Grestest
Holy Leaf sent me e large tray of candies becsuse I wuas the instrument of
mup ing Abdnwl Bahe happy. 1 am sorry now the Grestest Holy Leaf is got
here, otherwise I would have received my reward.”

For the lost few days the Master was desirous of calling on irs
and Mrs. Atwood. They have moved from the Hetel Pluisance, and have rented
a houss with u lovely garden arcund 1t for the wiztcr. As they had 2ot sup-
plied the address, he gsked Miss Hiscock to be our gulde, and we had o
walk quite awhile before we reached the house. Of gourse they were rejciced
t0 see the Beloveds They had not seen him for scme time, and hué been lous
giug for the privilege. XNre. Atwood has srausfornec one of the romms iunto
a little school for girls, and the Was & few pupils. The Belovec vislited
the school, donated a sum of money toward its meintenance and was delighted
wlth the results so far obtained. As you may know, Mr. Atwood ls & crippidd,
old man, and cannot move anywhere except in & rolling chair: Mhe Master loves
him very much on account of the bezuty of his falth and the simplicity of
his life. While we were here, the latest copy of the CHRISTIAN COMMTNWETALTE
containing an article on Mr. Ralph Waldo Trine, was received, and his life
wes reviewed, The Master llstened attentively. The gquotation that e#spsc-
ially interested him was the following: "Thoughte are foreces; like creates
like, and like attracts like. For une tov govern hls thinking, therefore,
is to determine his 1life. The life inevitably and invariably follows the
thought. 1t is simply a matter of the great elementzl law of cause and
effect.”

A8 he was tired walking, he sent me back for the carriage, which 1
procured. Thern he bade them farewell, and on the way he severely upbraided
the defver because he was not kind to the horses. "Don't let them walk thr-
sugh the sof¢ scnds while there is a beaten road. Yon must be very xind and
humane t0 the animals, They are orsated by God." Realizing that we were
alresady in the middle of the sandy Fleld and now hard it wes oncthe horees
to go through, he told me to alight, and thus he walked afoot, giving a
practiczl lesson to the driver. He did not knew how to accouny for it, be-
cause he sald:t "Never had he seem in his whole career a more thoughtful man
to the animales, Wo other person would have aslighted from the carriage $o
lighten the weight." '



. T~

Having reached the path, we again rode in the ¢arrlage. As I found
myself slone with the Beloved, I gave him the resume of the latest news
received from America and Xurope. An interesting letter from Henrietta
Clark Wagner, Pasadena, Cglif., another from Miss J. Revell, of Philadel-
phla, poems from Miss M. D. Green, of Washington, Ds C., news from Germany,
India, Prance, were given to him. He was plessed and happy. "We are all
ready for work™, writes a believer from California," and ready to roll np
our sleeves and pitch in! Have many plans for extending the work of the
Assembly and spreading the Message this winter."” He told me to tranelate
the peeme of Miss Green in Persian for the pilgrims, and send the origiual
$0 the stadents in Beirut oollege, 80 that they may memorize and sing them
in their meetings. Before we reached home, I mentioned the request of a
number of believere for his presence in some part of the world. He grew
silent, and after a minute saild. "Ch! My thoughte 30 not belong to this
world acd its activities. My thought 1s dlametrically opposed to their
thoughtass They want me %0 be in their midst, but-I long, Oh! I so long tc
be in thetKingdom of Abhal There, there I shall rest. I om welting for
the coming of that auspicious day. Then ond now is the t'me for the beliavapg
to arise and per”om these services. With grexter power and soncentration
of purpose they must arise %o apread fthe lMessage of the Kindgom. From the
Kingdom of ibhe 1 shall look down upon them and confirm and assist them.

No satustrophe must shake thelr aim. Rest thou assured that I phall confiyg
them, protect and watch over them. I shall 1ive in their hearts fovever
and ever."”



Remleh, Egypt, November 27, 1913,

Dear Friends:~

Lo! There 1s a revolution. I do not imow how to atart, where
to begin, what to sayl I am all wrought up and excited! Do you know
what is golng to happen day after to-morrow? In one hour the whole
map of our existence is totally changed. We have a landslide, and
for the moment consternation is seen in every face, and then c¢alm res-
ignation to the inevitanle. Can you believe that the geographic as-
pects of our lives are goling to taite other shapes? That the ships of
our thoughts shell sail on other sezs, the birds of our imagination
shall sing in other rose-gardens? 1 can't believe it yet. We have
been calm and settled, and suddenly a tornado out of the blue sky
falls on our heads, shakes us from our torpor and lethargy and leaves
us in a state of wonder and smazement. I wish you were here to share
our feelings and emotlons. I am too agitated to think coherently and
too slow to let you know what is in the air! Well, let me tell you.
Abvout 7 o'elook p. m. Mirza Jalal came to us and announced that the
Beloved has commanded that everyone must leave for Haifa, and he will
come himself later, with Khosro. There is g steamer leaving Alexan-
dria day after to-morrow, and he wants everyone to leave on that
steamer. I remained stock-still in my place. "What do you meam?" I
asked., "Do you mean that we shall have to leave the Master all alone?
Do you mean that we -~ I mean Mirza Moneer, Mirza Mohmoud and . . . .
well -- myself -~ have t0 go to Haifs with the pilgrims and not with
the Beloved! Do you mean -- well, I don't understand what you mean
by such an extraordinary amnouncement!" and forth I flew to the Hotel.,
to see the Master myself, He was calmly sitting in his room, reading
a letter by electric light. He raised his head and looked into my
face, and without a word on my part Xnew the object of my precipitate
eall, and started patiently -- like a loving father to a spoiled
ohild -- to explain the wisdom of his sudden decisioun. "I will conme
to Halfa as soon as you leave, but I must gome all alone. Rest thou
assured that I shall be there soon, real soon.”

I was with the Beloved in the morning only a few minutes, Then
he asked for the pilgrims, and spoke with each according %o his cap-
acity and comorehension. In the afternonn he was walking in the rose-
garden for a few hours. During the day I -heard two thrilling Bahal
stories from Forougi and our Jewish pilgrim in gomneotion with their
lives. I ghall try to relate them in the immediate future. I am so
sorry to leave the Master, but he will join us after a few days.
Meanwhile I will have a whole lot of interesting things to write awut
as soon as we reach Halfa and Acsa, thus preparing the background Por
the arrlval of the King of Kings. In the course of a talk with Ebne
Asdag, the Beloved said:= "Tell me how is the condition of Teaching?
Do the believers Teach? This is that which the Blessed Perfection has
required from everyone of the Bahals. This ia the day of Teaching.
Nothing else will profit us. Consider what the Disoiples of His Holi-
ness Christ dld by throwing away comfort and rest and devoting all
thelr time to the promotion of the Causel Let the Belisvers carry
the Glad-Tidings of the Kingdom of Abha t0 every corner of the earth."”



"Dear Priends:

Apparently this is my last day in Ramleh., I specially desire to
emphasize the word “apparently"”, because I simply camnot stand the sep-
aration from my Beloved. I must be with him., I will be with hims I
have on the other hand packed all my belongings ready to start tOmOrrow.

In our party there will be Ebne Asdag and Forougi, who are two treasurers
of facts and information soncerning the Cause, and the biography of each
one Will form the most tragiec and thrilling story. Both are great speak-
ers, and rasconteura, and with my attentive ears 1 may ve able to share with
you whatever I hear from them. In Haifa and Acce there are many old and
experienced Bahais, and from their ample granaries I will get a few grains.
The station of those men in the Cause is indeed very great. One cammot %00
much and too often praise their divine fortitude and unexampled subtmission
to the Will of Gode They are indeed the true servants of Baha'o'llah.

The mornings for the last few days were more or less devoted to the
visit of our dear pilgrims. Each has brought with him a load of secret
longings and wishea, though never to ne uttered in His Presence. Notwith~-
standing this, they bring to him the good news that cheers the heart, and
tell him of the self-sacrificing services rendered by others. They never
refer to themselves. They do not know what self-adulation means!

When I went to the Hotel, he was engaged in talking with Ebne Agdag
about conditions and the progress of the Cause in Teheran and the various
brenches of their activities and manifestations. Teheran to a certain deg-
ree 18 the center of the Cause in Persia. There the prineipal news of the
Movement is focussed and sent to other parts. The believers are more num-
erous, more active and more energetic. Thus a2 peouliar importance is at-
tached to that strategic posltion. The Beloved again referred to our dep-
arture, and asked whether we had packed everything. "The Priends must be
pleased with whatever 1 decide for them, knowing full well that in this lies
their eternal success and future happinessi" he said to the pilgrime who
had requested permission to stay here and accompany him to Heifa. "This is
not in accord with wisdom. My arrival muet.not be heralded by any outward
signs. No one must kmow the time of my arrival or the name of the steamer,”
he answered their further entreaty.

When we returned home, the son of Forougi chanted for us a long and
beautiful Tablet of the 3eloved, from memory. KHe chanted the verses with
a sweet voloe and very effectively. The power of the words was so great
and heart-moving that when I looked into the face of his old father, I saw
tears were falling on his long wvlack beard. I was astonished to sec him
wesping, and more than ever 1 stopped to ponder over the magic spell and
eternal influence hidden in the words of Abdul Baha;-- even the heart of
stone is pulverized Into dust. At this time the Master passed by and For-
ougi, with his tear-stained eyes, jumped from his seat and followed him
involuntarily to the garden.

A very ‘%ouching and yet significant incident that happened durimg
the day was when the son of Forougl had found an empty envelope in the kit~
chen with the name of "His Holiness Abdul Baha Abbas"™ written on it in Ing-
lish. As he has acquired a little knowledge of this language, he came t0
me with a sad face and while holding the envelope in his band, saids "Why!
This is a sacrilege! I have found this envelope in the kitchen, It must

not be thrown away lixe this. 1¢ sontaine the sacred name of the Center of




-

the Covenant. This is too serious. ™They must either tear it to pieces

or burs 1% in the fire, but not throw it under the feet." That was a good
lesson, wasn't it?

Later on Ebne Asdag came and gave us a lovely talk about the bleaings
that are showered upon us through the machinitions of the enemies. We must
praise and love our ememles more than our friends, because through their
antagonism and opposition we become interested in the Cause,of investigated
ite tenets and attalned to this Most Gloricus Station. We must kiss thelr
hands if they strike us and drink their cups even if filled with poison.
All these heavenly Teachinge are spiritual principles are to awaken us {rom
the deep slumber and oreate in us the Fire of the Love of God. If we are
not guickened with this oreative Force, there is no difference between us
and those who are outside the Cause.

Then Forougl came from the garden in an estatic state, bescause ha had
been with the Beloved for nearly four hours. He was in the eighth heaven
of Jjoy. He was singing and clapping his hands like & boy just our of sch-
¢c0l. He has a contagious spirit of vuoyancy, vivaciousness and cheerfulness,
He is wvery Jjoyous and gay spiritually, &:real sunshine. "I have bsen with
my Beloved four hours! What a captivating 3Seloved he is; he has ravished
my heart; he is the magnet of my soul, the talisman of my spirit his eyes
are fairer than gazelles; his cheeks are more delicate than the petals of
the rose; his lbcks are the chains around my feet! Ohl! ye lovers, come and
look at me! I am his willing prisoner! I would not exchange one moment of
his Presence with all the wealth of the Indies. Oh! My adored one! My
worshipped one! What can I say! With what tongue must I pralse theel 1
am mute and no adequate words fall from my lips. O, my Beloved! TakKe my
life as s sacrifice in the path of thy friendal" These are only crude sna-
tches from hie wealth of songs, chanted with intense feeling, with tears in
his eyes! It was so dramastio, so ardent, so suulimely psssionate, s¢ burning
with the fire of his Love! I had never seen anything like it in all my life.
1t was something so unique, 8o spontaneous!

In the afternoon, Mirza Jalal came t0 our house, and in the course of
conversation he said: "BSefore the Beloved was freed, early one morning I
saw him getting out of the house. I followed him with an umbrells, because
it waa threatening rain. I went after him til) he reached a small hovel, in
the most deserted part of Acca. He entered: I approached: .l strained my
eare and listened. Now and then I xould. hear the plaintive, weakx volce of
a sick man shanking him for the offer of gifts. After awhile he emerged
from out the darkness with a heavenly Light on his countenance. He was sur-
prised to see me. "“What do you do here?" he asked. ™I have brought you an
umbrella.” “Nol" he sald, "I do not want it. I am going on around of visits
to the sick, and the poor, and I would not like to call on them with an ume
prella in my hend. For the last few doys I have veen too busy to call onmmy
friends and carry t0 them physlecal and spiritual assistance, dbut now I must

do it. Go back. I do not need anyone to come with me. I have the Blessed
Perfection.” :



Ramleh, Egypt, November 29m 1913,

Dear Priendst

Before leaving the Hotel last night, I saw the tall Aradb servant, whose
name is Solomon and who confesses belief in the Beloved, although he knows
practically nothing of the Cause. Having seen with his own eyes all these
Testerners and Easterners some into the Presence of the Master, Keeping such
a respectful attitude and listening to his words.of life, he has made up his
mind that there is & superior, ultra-mundune power in Him. While I was pas-
sing through the corridor, he asked about my health. "Not goodl" 1 answer-
ed., "The Master ie golng to send me awey to-morrow with the rest; but I do
not like to leave him. look here! 1 am going to pledge myself that if I
stay in Ramleh with the Master as long =2¢ he is here, I will give thee twe-
nty big Plastres! ($1.)" With s smile of triumph un hie face, he confiden-
tly declarsd that I am mot going awey, and will stay beside the Haster, So
when this morning I went t¢ the Hotel, it was with a half-assured, half-
troubled heart. )

The Beloved was feeling gulte well, and a few lettcrs from America and
Canada mede him very happy, and when Ebne Asdsg entered the room, he asked
me to translate for him the one from Montreal, He enjoyed 1t very much, and
wished that 1t might be translated into Persian for the benefit of our Ori-
ental brothers. "“All the news is spiritual", the Beloved told him: "That
is why I am rejoiced over it. Mrs, Maxwell 18 the essence of sanctity and
love. OShe 18 a torch of spirituality. She 1s my daughter." As the letter
will be trenslated in Persian, I should like herein to quote a few passages:
“%ith a new heart burning with the Fire of the Jovenant, with a new spirit
osf Confirmation, joy and fragrance from Thy Presence, we are writing to thank
Thee with the utmost thankfulness of beingl! ~ - -« - The meetings have been
bathed in the splendor of the Covenant, the friends are seeking and finding
the Peerless Center, and the soule are becoming enkindled with the eternal
Fire of the Covenant of God! - - ~May we become 8¢ centered and fecussed in
Thee that the Flre of the Covenant may consume all else save Thy Beauty and
Perfection! May we become wholly illumined and spiritual, severed from all
2lge save Thy Love, and be of those whose lives are expended in Thy service
who diffuse the Light, spread the Power and enkindle the Fire of the Cove-
nant in the world of humanity - -~ - - - Thou hast said in the Piary of-:----
the most sublime and heart-rending words which it could be our destiny to
heart "1 have finished my work. I await the last cull.” The souls of all
mankind shall bow before the might and Majesty of Thine Utterznces, vheir
tragic significance, their supreme triumph. Oh! My Beloved- - the hush cof
this grestest humsn calamity, this divine victory, this mystery of sacrifice,
is foreshadowed in Thy Words! May it fall with a mysterious power upon the
souls of Thy servents, may 1t create them in Thy Image, in Thy Name, in the
Porm of Thy Beauty, in the world of Thy Perfection, that they may become the
emanations of Thy Being aud the Breaths of the Holy Spirit wafting upon the
worlde - - - - - "

Then the Beloved came to the corridor and started to walk. Knosro are
rived from the other house; Mirza Jalal wes standing. He asied Khosro why
his ¢lothes are yet clean. He d4id not say anything. Then he walked toward
Cirzs Jalal and slapped hard twice on his faoce, commanding him to dbuy a sunit
of nics clothes for Xhosro. "Thid is my own Khsoro. He serves mel" he said,
as he gently pulled his e¢ars,

With the pilgrims he apoke about the interaal sitation of Perglia and
the difficulties that the progressive element of the gountry have t0 surmount



before they can get a Reform administration that may espouse the Cause of the
peoples They listened to him, and no doubt they learned many points. Lbne
48dag had drought with him two little bottles of the eassence of the rose, to
e offered at the feet of the Beloved. They were sent by Mirza Mehdi, of
Teheran, the son of HaJi Amms Kahnom, who was the aunt of the wife of the
Blessed Perfection. For the last Pifty years the numerous members of this
family have been strong and steadfast Bahals, and have ever been active ser-
vants of the Cause. These two little bottles in tarn the laster gave %o
Hirza Mahmoud end to this serwant. Iy botile will be sent to one of the Ves-
tern Assemblies, & that with thils fragrant perfume they msy inhale the seent
of the flower of the love of Gods. It is the outward symbol of the inner
reallty, a sign of spiritual friendship and a token of the lmmanent conscion-
sness of the Beantiful,

When I left the Hotel, I saw that Mirza Jalal was coming from the op-
porlte direction, snd he gave me the long~-expectel glad news to the effect that
Hirza Mahmoud, himself, Khoaro snd Ahmad will not go with the pilgrims to-duy.
Uy Joy knew no bounds, but on second thought I realized that Mirza Moneer is
left out, snd I was B0 sorry, knowing fuli well how attached he is to the
Beloved. ’

fell, we returned home, end all of us sat on the veranda and the son
of Forcugl chanted for us from memory the whole Tablet of the Covenant. He
is & keen, intelligent boy, and has learned a 1ittle ¥nglish. I like him very
mash. His face is fairlpg afire with the radiance of the Kingdom, and he i=s
the soul of courtesy and politeness. '

Many eables from America are being received, containing grecting and
¢ongratulation, to which the Master is sending mnswers.

At two o0'clock ell the pilgrime came to the Hotel to meet the Belobed
before thelr departure. He apoke t0 them only a few words, assuring them that
he will soou follow. We all went with them to the steamer. Une of the strange
golnsldences is that thils 1g the steamer on which the Master made hig first
voyage from Halfa to Port Ssid. Its nume 1s "Kosgier", belonging to the Xhe-
divial Line, an English Company. Kessler is the name of one of the cities in
Egypt. Thue they had the Joy of travelling on the saeme steamer, and I had the
privilege of seeing it with my own eye¢s. It is not very large, but it formerw
ly bvelonged to the Khedive and was his personal yaoht. With my Kodak I took a
few plotures, but I wonder whether they will turn out %o be good, as 1t was a
cloudy day. We dade them farewell while their handkerchiefs were waving on
the upper deck. Om our return, we found the Master sitting in the Salon talk-
ing with the Manager. We told him that they all send their hugble devotion and
love, )



Dear Friends:-

When I went to the Hotel this moruing, the Master was not up yet,
8o with Mirza Jalsl we atarted to speak about the departure of the pil-
grims yesterday, and how everything is again quiet. In this connection
he related to me the story of the departure of the Beloved from Haifa on
the "Kossier", after the declarstion of the Constitution in Turkey and
the granting of liberty. "All the members of the Holy Famlly were in
Acca except my wifes The Master's house and minc awre connected, 8¢ ous
day (it was Sunday) he sent for me and asied me whether I san perform &
most important mission, provided no.one must know anything about It.
"You go now to the steamship agency and get for me ons first 8lass ticket,
without giving my name.” Without asking him any questions, I left his
Preaence and cume into the street. I searched my pockets and found mo
money wherewith to buy the ticket, but kmowing the Agent it was g simple
matter to pay him to-morrow. When I arrived at the Agent's Office, I was
skaking with apprehension. 1 asked him to give me a ticket for 2 first
class passenger. Lsughingly he told me he would not sell me. I told him
"Please, 40 not Jjoke. I am in a hurry." "Well, for whom do you want the
ticket?” For an instant I did not know what to 8ay. Then I gave him a
name which 1 don't remember,; he handed me the ticket, and puttdng i¢ into
my pockes, I sald: "Good Bye. To-morrow I wili pay you for it", and has-
tened away. I came to the Master and gave him the ticket. Then he gald,
"You must now transfer my satchels from my room 0 your home without a single
soul seeing them", which I did with the uimost circumspection. I returned
again to recelve further orders. He sald: "“Tell the driver to make ready
my carriage. I will go to the Tomdb of the Bab to meet the friends. From
there will go direst to the steamer; you also by some roundabout way bring
my baggage. Send word to Mirza Noureddin to be ready to sscompany me, and
send Khosro by the next steamer." When hight time ocame, I hired a carriage
and for the sake of precaution took two of the believers with me, Ostad Ko-
hamad All and Abdor-Rasoul, on the condition that they must not ask any ques-
tions. Realizing that Mirza Noureddin was not ready to depart, I took with
me Mirza Moneer. When we reached the steamer, I saw the Beloved walking on
the deck. He was there ahead of it. There were many people on board. I
told the Master what I had done, and how I had brought with me these two
believers and Mirza Moneer, the latter to accompany him to Port Said. He
oalled the other two, and they were surprised and wonderstruok, because I had
not told them anything, neither did they sec him on the deck. He asked for
a steamer chair, but there were none to be had. One of the rowers, a big
fellow, told me he would bring one, and after a& few minutes he oame back with
one. In the Master'!s sabin there wae an Englisiman., We did msx our utmost
to find a cabin all to himgelf, but there was no use. The first olass was
fulls The Beloved saild: "Never mind." He ocould get along very well with an
Engliehman. While he was giving us his last instructions, the ateamer's whis-
tle blew and we 211 had to hurry out. In the darkness of the night, we could
see the outline of the Kossier muaking for the sez, oarrying away the Lord of
Love out into the world after forty years of prisog life., He was going to teach
mankind how to love, how to live and how to embody the virtues of God. Butag
that time we could never dream of the triumphe achieved, of the victories won,
of the great and tumultuous meetings arranged for himsall over Europe and Amer-

ic&.

"When we reashed land, I asked the rower how he got the steamer chair for
the Beloved. He w®ald: "I searched and searched,. but could not find any. FPin-
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211y I went to the third class. 1 saw two old Arabs were sitting on steamer
chaelrs. OSomehow I made them guarrel with each other, and after a few min-
utee they arose to make the guarrel more strenuous and demonstrative with
thelr fists. When I saw them 80 nobly engsged, I took one of the ghalrs

and ran away with 14! 1t was in the morning when 4he bellievers lesarned
about the deparure of the Master, and some of them recalled yesterday aftere
noon's meeting, when he shook hands with each and bade them a hearty Good
bye, & thing he had never done before. He was rowe. far away, and from
there he was driven in a carriasge to the house of Aumed Yazdli. Then word

was sent to every one that the Master bad arrived, but no one could believe
1t.” :

The Master d1d not feel well-to-day. Haviang not alept 3ast night,
he was restless, He gat in his room all momming, guietly thinking. He told
us not 4o go there and not to speak with him. 'Two believers arrived from
Gairo and were permitted to see him only for a few minutes. In the afternoonm
he called for a poor Bahai and gave hinm several English Pounds to start in
business. Then he oame out of his room and wallked slowly toward the rose gar-
den. He t0ld me to walk behind him, but at a distance, Khosro brought him
tea while he was sitting facing a most colorful, fragrant rose garden all
abloom, I stood 1ike a sentinel away from him. After an hour he stood up and
without saying a word left the garden. He came to our house and paid Mad-
emoiselle Olga Petrocochino (the Landlady!} our one month'a rent for November.
She is a nice woman and loves the Master, and has learned some of the liter-
ature. The rest of the day was spent in the same silent, contemplative way.
I haé never seen the Master so absorbed in thought. PFrankly stating, it was
0ot a happy day. We could nelther eat nor think. How many armies of thoughts
were waging war in his mind! He walked alone, silent, his brows wrinkled, hie
fsce cloudy, truly a.mean of sorrows, Our hearta were wrenched wigh diestress
and sadness. What can we do to alleviate his heavy load? Can you guess? Do
you Kiiow? :

In the evening a cabelgram from Mrs, Stannard, ssnt on her arrival at
Bombay, cheersd us a little bit: “Arrived safely. Greetingel” thas the mes-
sag6 rans



Ramleh, Bgynt, december 1, 1913,

Besr Friends:

At last the holy &syavan is going to start on its
holier pilgrimage; I mean the Beloved will leave tomorrow for
Haifa. How glad I am that our long expectation will be real-
ized after four of five days. We did not expect the Mostern
would make up His mind to lesve so soon a*™ler our pilgrims
departed, but the believers of Acca. and Welfn are alamoring,

impatient, and long to look into the Pace of "Him Who is
desired by God."

This morning I was in the hotel unusually early
and before entering I could hear the ringing volee of the
King of kings speaking to Mirze Jalal:

"I am better. Tomorrow we must depart for Haifa, the
time has arrived. ¥ow prepare the tea."

When Be suw e He sniled through His wondrous eyes!:

"You have also conme, I slept last night quite well,
and I am up so early to start on iy work,"

I begged Him to keep guiet a few days until He is
entirely well, then He can work, but He would not listen to
anyone, would He? Then He cawme down after drinking Hie te=z
on the veranda, and was w®wlking from one end to the other
below the mellow rays of sunshine, : I had this book of Xiary
in my hang. He asked: :

*¥hat is thisget I sala: "It is the aceount of the
Master's dally sayings end doings.! He took it out of iy
hend, and looked over it from page to vage. *You heve
written g whole lot." Then He gave it back. "These days I
do very little talking compared with tuose days of our Amer-
icen trip" but now we wiii go to the Holy Lanhd and see what
can be done." He ssgid.

After awhile Abdol Hossein and his mother came to
sce the Haster and He tookx them to the salon, In the after-
noon mayy Behal Arabs came to bld Tarewell to the Beloved.

In the course of His conversation He told them:

*Juring my long stay here I could not see you as I
would have liked. Now contimme to have your meétings, so
that the Fire of the Love of God way become ignited, Read
the prayers and supplications, encourage each other through
the Worla of Light. Be ye enkindled ang attracted, firm and
steadfast in the #ause of God. I shall ever remember you and
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think of you, and when I go to Haifa I sh211 supplicatc for you
at the Threshold of the Almighty.v

Butering the room He cslled me in and handed me
nine avples and one pomegranate:

"these were brought to me by Mirzs CGolsm Hosseln,
and now I give them to you with this", and He slapped me hard
on the right cheek. '

The Arab believers outside heard it, and when I
went out they were all congratulating me on this unique dis—

tinetion. In turn,k gave them the apples just receilved from
the Beloved, .

Mirze Jalal went to the city to bug the tickets,

and I accompanied Him to the rose garden, where He stayed for
one hour. While He was there several poor men presented themum-
selves, and were not prevented from the ocean of His generosity,
He ordered the gardener - his name is Ibrshim Abad — to have
ready for toumorrow four srecial rose bushes which He wants to
take for the garden of Acca, Then He returned to the hotel,
and sfter half an hour a lawyer came to see Him, He talked
with him at length uwpon eriminology, and how the communities
must devise means to prevent lawlesshess and evils:

¥The more the rays of the sun of educstion sre 4if-
fused, the less will bs-the darkness of ¢rime and brutality.
The hearts must recelve the Bounties of the Holy 8Spirit; <the
legislators must become proumpted by a sense of moral rectitude;
the lawyers mist be inspired by the Spirit of Righteousness;
the judges must have the fear of God; and His representstives
of the people waaa~ vigorously the public opinion sgainst dens
of shauge and moral squalor, Pirst, they must clear theiw
nmineg; then start 1o ¢lean the houses of the people,"

When the lawyer depsrted fron the Presence of the
Beloved, He told me to bring waper and ink to dicteate s few

Pzblets for the believers of Persia, As they are in the forn
of supprlications I will share them with you!

"Gloxy be unto Thee, 0 Thou Guide of the seekers 10
the Sought One, and the Megnet of the lovers to the Presence
of the Belovedl

Praise be unto Thee! for Thou hast guided every
thirsty one to the Yountsin of Life, and =very alling one 10
the Merciful Physician. Illumine the hesrt .of this Thy
servant with the hight of Ase:~~uce, make fimm his feet in the
Straight Path and Manifest Road, and suffer him to drink from
the ®#lear Spring and the Water of 'Tasneem.’

Verily, Thou art the #lement a=2 une Hesciful.

(signed) Abdul Bsha Abbas."



Piary Bes. 1, 1915 -5 -

‘ *0 Lord!l  Verily, shefie is & babe drinking the
Milk of Thy Providence, and & child at the Boor of Thy
Mercifulness! He 1is praising and thanking Thee for the
Grace of Thy 6uidance; is calling upon PThee with an eloquent

tongue amongst Thy preople; and is longing for Thy Most Grest
Bestowal and the Most Bminent Bounty!

0 khordl Pestine for him these Favors ithrough Thy
Liberality and Generosity!

Verily, Thou sart the Most High and the Gloriousi
f&igned) Abdul Bsha Abbas, *

*0 God! O God! Verily, these are the sttrscted
ones to the Kingdom of Beauty and enkindled ones with the
¥ire of the Love of the Lord of Glopy and Majestyl

0 horg! Straighten for them the Path, appoint for
them the Guide which shall lead them to the Boor of Thine
Inexhaustible lierey, facllitate for them their affairs and
shower upon them Thy Heavenly Graces!

Verily, Thou art the Mighty and the Forgiving!
(signed) Abdul:Baha Abbag,"
*0 Bhou @lorious bord! O Thou Giver of Gifts and

Bestower of Bounties, and the Goal toward ¥hich ell the
Guides are leadlng hupanity!

AL1OW for Thy servant the privilege of taking a
shelter under the Shade of the Sadrat ul Montaha, and make
him steadfast in Phy Religion amongst mankind.

verily, Thou art holding in Thy Grasp the Bestowals

CofrHeavsA aRg b vehY - Thott 6B¢ SherbPosasssed ¥ the womely-

vabs, and, verily, Thou art the Bounteous and .the gonpas—
sionatel

 (signed) Abdul Baha Abbas."”

Anmad Sohrab.
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"FROM MIRZA AHNAD SOHRAB

On board $. 8,: Baron Call,_
y Austrian Lloyd Co.,
Decambv 4 1915,

Near Friends:- .

Our .steamer. anchored off the shore of Juffa at 3.30 A, ¥,
in the midst of & rcugh sea. HMNaving no harbor, all the ships drop
anchor.. in broad sea, or.&s near to Jaffa as they dare to go, which

ig often quite far. Then the little and big boats = .the former tor
passengers, the latter for cargoes = are rowed toward the ships by
their strong, jabbering Arab rowers. On & rough day like this the
waves play with these boats like empty walnut shells. They are
carried up on the crest of the waves, and then dashed down mercie
lessly to the bottom. When after much 8killful rowing their boats
are brought near the ship, in order to take precedence over each
other they raise such a hew ang cry that the destruction of the
tower of Babel is as nothing compared with it. They literally walk
on each other's heads in order to climb up the sides of the steaner
vefore it is anchored. They just take hold of your baggage roughly,
and yourself also, and you are at their merey unless you are a Cook
tourist, whose boat and agent are ready to tr¢n8fer you %o the
shore without these unbearable difficulties. The Prussian Jews and
the poor Arabe who travel in the third class are often the prey of
the Juffa rowers who are famous for their trickeries and unjust ex-
tortion. Tor example, they keep the boat in the middle of the sea
for hours in order to force these men to pay them a high price, of=-
ten severzl English pounds.,

" Hany Buropean and Arab passengers landed, and as the
steamer carried in its hull much merchandise the captein decided to
leave to-morrow instead of to=night, which of course was not a
pleasant piece of news when we heard it. In the morning it rained
hard and added to the general discomfort. The Muster did not leave
his cabin, which was numgber nine of the first class, until late in
the afternoon, when the rain stopped, the sea calmed ana the sun
shone brightly. By evening the sea wac perfectly calm, and the
passengers were walking on the deck in their joyful ana nonchalant
fasnion.

We have a good Bahal in Jaifa by the name o1t Abdassamad
Hohags, and two others. They were notified by ¥Mirga Jalali in a
letter that the Yaster ig on the steamer, and so they came in that
awiul weather, bringing with them two baskets full ot oranges. Ve
were delighted to see them. But they stayed only for half an hour.

In the afternoon the Master sent for me and asxed for a
ragume of the news contalned in the letters received last night.
Reports and letters. received from Waghington, lew Bedford, Lass.,
¥ew York, San Franciscq, "Oakland, Chicago, Minneapolls, Budapeat
London and Stuttgurt, were reviewed in rapzd successgion, all con=
vincing proofs of the Progress of the mighty spirit of the move=
ment. A quotation from the letter frem Mrs. Getsinger mailed from
Aden may interest our friends who desire to know about her work in
the new Tield. She writes: "Please present my love and devotion
to the beloved Master and say that to-day we arrived in Aden. So



far the journsey hag been very fair, i. e. the weather, the sea very
calm, the air very warm., I found one of the American ladies in the
cabin to be a woman whom I had known when I was & little girl, she
having lived ‘in the same town where I was born and browght up. I
have piven the message to her and her companion, &lso to two aen
fron India, one a Parsee and the other a Yohammedan. Both ure
rraatly interested. Although they do not speak %o each other, both
ot ther gpeak with me, and both have invited us to vigit their
homeg and talk to their friends in Bombuy. The Mohanmedan has been
educated in FEngland and is an advocate, very clean and very broad
minded, The Parsee is also well educated, having lraveled in
Purope and America,” ,

The Yagter was glad to hear the news, &nu now and thern he
would make & few appropriate remarks, Waen I read to him the cire
cular letter sent out from Washington concorning the zplirit ¢f tre
Nau.oe he gaid?

"Brave Yr, Hannan! Well done! At this aoment this is
the graatest announcement. The believers nust not rest for one mos
ment; day and night they must teach. I anticipate dulily tu receive
such news from ths believers in all parts of the world., Thisg is the
day ©¢¥ teaching., This is the day of work., This i3 the day of her=
alding; the people o the kingdom of Abha. Those who are intoxicat-
ed with the wine of the love of (od will not fall behind dHui cver
go forward and teach, and teach, and feach!" -

Yesterday the Master, in a talk with Saidol Molk, an-
swerad the objections of those people who say that our religion is
enocugh, we need no new religion. As the subject is germane in
fmerica and not wide of the mark, I nay be vernitted teo translate
it below: : _
"In the coming ol every provhet and messenger ol God this
vbjection was uttered to the people of negation. Fven Pharaoh, a8
quoted in thoe Koran, says that Moses answered Aaron: '"Verily these
are magicians who claim to change our religion through their magio
and make us walk in their false path.' "The Arabs said Lo 'ohammed:
"Dost thou dare to change our faith and preveni us frem the faith
of our Tathers?' Once the Blessed Perfectlon said that the people
of Mazandaran told him: 'What is the matter wisth our beautiful re=
lizion that thou hast invented thig straasge faith of the brother=~
hood of wman? How can we love thosc whom we hate?' TFrom a biologi=
cal stundpoint, when a tree is planted, day by day it will grow and
develop till it reaches the slage of fruitage. Yor gome years, at
stated times it produces leaves, blossoms and fruils; it will inev=
itably start on the retrogriding path ol deCuay wnd dissolution. In
the world of genesig every phenomenon goes through this process of
growth and decay, life and death, spring wnd winter, cold and uesat.
Wow when a tree is decayed, its trunk rotted, its branches dried
up, is it worthy of human intelligonce to rest under it, to taks
shelter bheneath it? TFor-example, the Hosaic tree at one Lime was
covered with green branches and leaves. For ages it yiclded blos=
soms and fruits for the healing of the nat ions; but now that tree,
having passed through the perioed of its productivity, its gardeners
nust devote their time to the irrigation and care of the new tree
which is planted bhegide the river of life in the paradise of Abha.



Yhen & tree ig dried a new shoot springs from its original roots
80 that in reality the Christian ¢ispensution ig from the same yéw
salc root, ete, To~day the Bahal tree has sprung up from the rocts
of all $he former prophetie trecs. To serve this tree, to irrigats
thiig tree, i3 to serve and irrigute all the other trees. To-de

N ocalloof the kinpdom g ratscd. Yaving listened te i, can we
geny ity woothing effecte? To-day the Sun of loeality is shining
ot =11 bha regliong,  Heconing warmed Shrowgh s ra,u, is 1L poge

gible to shut our eyes and say 'Wo!'? Ne'l To-duy the hreeze of
rovidence is walting, and the dcud booles of the world having be-
corte quiickened through its life~iwparting hreath, can we negate il
gifecto" _

£1Y the uveople of the firat and second class are uncon-—
selicrely attructed Lo the Beloved. Xven i his walking he is ail=
yerent Tyrom all the other human beings, Ar our fable we have &
coriet professor vho is very learned and a giioent of human chure
seter. Ve told ue teenight: "I have never hears of the namne of
Lobas Priendi, neither have I ever scen hiwm, yob yusterday when I
Teoked a’ hwim for the rirgt time T knew thut he is « suprene nsh,
arndowed with keen spiritual powers,”

Ahnad “ohrab.



FROM MIRZA AHMA D S 0HEKAB

Bahai Pilgrims Home, Mount Carmel,
Haifa, Syria, December 5, 1913,
Dear Triends:-

Oh, to live on the mountain of God, to view the matchless

panoraua of the sea and mountain, and to: inhale the fresh air that

saha'o'llah breathed. 0Oh, to walk through the narrow passes of
*hls sacred spot, to look at the house where the Leloved of the
world is residing, and to commune with the spirit of prophecy. ©Oh,
to watch the brilliant stars shining in their beauty, to gaze at
the silvery moon in her queenly march, and to be inspired with the
sacred majesty of the surroundings. Oh, to converse on spiritual
gubjects with the elect of the Blessed Perfection, te hear thelr
~enthralling stories of the life of the supreme manifestatlon, and
to try to emulate their lives of miracles and sacrifice., Oh, to
vigit from far and near the holy tomb of the Bab nestled in.the
breast of Carmel, and to fall prostrate at this divine shrine, to
&isg with deep humility this godlike threshold, and to pray fer=
vently in behalf of the believers c¢i Cod: Oh, my beloved brothers,
my dear sisters, how can I write, how can 1 express the feelings
and emotions that gwellslin my heart when for the first time I
looiked over this sublime, celestial mountain, how the dramatic and
tragic lives of Baka'o'llah and Abdul Baha came back to my memory
with glowing vividness and spiritual emphasis, It is on this moun=-
tain that the greatest prophetic lives of the modern world have
bheen lived, and most stupendous epics have heen written with the
pen of diamond and the most majestic and world revolutioniz ing dra-
ma has been acted. Oh mountain of God, oh city of Acca, I salute
you, I kneel before you and kiss the dust of your ground. Like un=
to a pilgrim of old, with hushed reverence and sacred silence I
lock at you and walk through your strseets and iunes. Oh thou moun-
tain of God, thou who art holding in thy precious bosom the holy
remains of the herald of the kingdom of Abha, the Bab, the one who
cried in the wilderness of Persia, preparing the hearts to receive
“Him whom tod would manifest," I salute thee. Oh thou e¢ity of Ac-
ca, behind whose wallis lived the manifestation of God, whose people
nave been privileged to look in his countenance, and whose every
foot of ground is biessed by him who enacted laws for nations and
paved the high road of universal peace, I salute thee. Thou art
indeaed the most beloved c¢ity in the world, the one spot toward which
all the eyzs are turned, and the birthplace of the universal princi=
ples for the manifestations of the religions and the solidarity of
the people of the .earth. I love thee. Thou art the queen of all
the citiges of the world.,

I was up this morning at five o‘clock and was on deck as
sopn as I could pull myself out of the berth. The steamer was yet
anchored. The oity of Jaffa was just awaking out ol her sleep, and
the lights were being extinguished one by one. Above our heads the
morning star was shining brightly, and shortly afterwards I could
see the gilhouettes of boats rowing toward the steamer 1o carry
away the rich carge of sugar and merchandise., For two or three
hoursg the work of unloading went on at a feverish speed, and sud=
denly the word went arcund that the steamer would pull up her



anchor &t nine otfclock., We were very happy, because the distance
between Jaffa and Haifa is only five hours. While the Beloved was
drinking tea I sat in his presence for: ‘& long time. He was silent

and in a prayerful attitude.
When the steamer started on the last span of the voyage

it came to ry mind that in the past year, at this very moment, we
sailed out of the harbor of Mew York. . Thus it took exactly one

yaar for the Beloved to reach the Hely Land, How many events and

what spiritual and holy episodes have transpired.
Since the Yaster left Tluifa about three years ago he has

heen traveling through many climes, and in every country he has up=-
raised the flag of the religion of (God, and promoted the principles
of the faith of the Almighty. Everybody on the steamer loves him
and inquires about him. An Arab who has known him for many yeurs
was telling me in a confidential mood, in a whisper: YAbbas Effendi
1ived amongst us for forty five years and we never appreciated him,
but suddenly he lecaves us and goes all alone to America, to Furope,
and gives lectures and addresses; thousands of men andéd women flock
sarrerly to listen to him and appreciate hig words and utterances,
ana respond to his teachings with alacrity.”

The docter of the ship, becoming greatly interested in the
fause, asked permission to meet the Beloved., He spoke with him on
natural and divine civilization, and ended by saying:

"Divine civilization 1is peace, love and unity. The Kast
has been the founder of divine civilization, but the West is the
spreader of material civilization. The Bast has been the scatierer
of seeds, the West the irrigator. Now the people of both hemie
spheres have forgotten the wonderful ideals of divine civilization.
Tt is our hope that the horizons of the Orient and the Occident may
become illumined with the lights of divine cilization.“

Miring the five hours of our voyage the steamer sailec
near the shore, There were hills, mountains, litile villages and
lovely places that could be seen through the marine glasses, By
eleven o'clock the monastery of the monks could be seen on the sume
mit of Mount Carmel. When one is standing on the lofty peak be can
see both sides of the mountains with the cocean lapping the shores.
Little by 1ittle Vaifa becomes visible, and the sea being perfectly
calm we are gure ¢f a safe landing. Long before we landed I had
Phesro at my side, who through glass explained and pointed out to
me the varilous houses 0of the believers, the home of the Yeloved,
the Pilgrims' Home, and .the blessed tomb of the Bab. The fagler
had sent, of course, explicit instructicns that no one should come
to the steamer to welcome him., Although there wvere nearly forty
pilgrims, men and women, from all parts of Persia, and the believ-
ers living in Haifa dbursting with the desire ¢f an ouiward demon-=
stration, yet.they knew they must obey the Beloved's desire, and so
thera was not a single Bahal soul in evidence. Thanks to the
knowledge of Mirza Jalal, we were landed quickly, but the Naster
staid on board to land at five o'clock, thus entirely precluding
any gign of demonstration. As our boat was rowed ashore we saw ane-
other boat heading for the steamer carrying Hirzea Hadl ana ¥irza
Mohsen, with Basheer. Mirza Jalal told them the wish of the ias-
ter, that no one must go naw to the steamer, and that all the
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believera must gather at seven o'clock in the home of the Beloved,
there to meet him. Incidentally two warships, German and ¥rench,
were in the port, and it was just about five o'clock when their
guns boomed forth, in unconscious honor of the arrival of the king
of kings. :
It was about 2.30 P. M, when we walked through the rose
garden surrounding the house of the Beloved. A number of the bhe=
lievers hearing the news hastened to the house, the pilgrims coming
down from the Pilgrims' Home, and there was a general air of expec=
tancy pervading the atmosphere. The faces were radiant, expectant,
eager. Our brother Mirza Mahmoud was the spokesman of the afters
noon, a sort of herald paving the road for the coming of the king.
About 6,30 the news was brought in that the Haster, having arrived,
wvould receive them in the main hall. They all rushed out, and as
it sesmed it was a false alarm they were scattered in little groups
in the lovely rose garden in front of the house talking about the
agter. Then the word came that the time had arrived, and how ea-
gerly they filled the large, spacious hall, the floor of which was
covered with magnificent Persian rugs. Tn the center of the hall
there was a large table which was ladened with fruits and delica=
cies. On the fringe of the hall there were a few chairs, but not
enough for all to sit dovn, 80 they sat on the floor. Behind the
curtains there were the members of the blessed holy family and the
women pilgrims. The elders of the Ceuse, with their white beards,
patriarchal looking, were sitting on one side. The song-in=-law of
the Beloved were standing near the door through which the Master
wag supposed to enter. It was a moment of supreme triumph for all
these people gathered here, As I looked in their holy, benign
faces, there wag not one dry eye. They were all weeping tears of
joy, and momentarily expecting to lock in the countenance of their
lord. How these people keep the Cause close to their hearts, and
how they love the one who is the Beloved of the whole world. I was
standing in a far, inconspicuous corner, watching the shifting emo=~
tions swesgping over the divine congregation. Then the lord enters
the hall. Xvery one is on his feet and then prostrating on the
vround, The Waster tells them not to do it, but who will listen
when the foundations of his very being are shaken with spiritual
emotions? It was really a most dramatic, woncerful picture 1o see
more than one hundred men prostrating to the ground, their Icree
Yeuas touching the floor. As I looked &t all thcse men ant real=
ized their rugged sincerity, T felt my knees trembling, and in a
second I was also kneeling and praying. Let us reulize that these
people are not offering this sort of homage to the lieloved hecause
he gives them anything. Nay, rather each one is read, at this mo=
ment to sacrifice his very life in his path, which is a high = nay,
rather the greatest and supreme hemage. A chair wag arrsnged for
the aster, but he sat like the others on the floor and began to
speak in his clear resonant veice, It wug & very short speech,
abpout his long voyage through the West,' and his return, and the
gpiritual beauty of Mount Carmel., Then-he asked Virza harmoud
Foroughi to chant a4 supplication, which he¢ did in his great big
voice, with wonderful color and rich diapascn. After the meeting,
fruits and candies were given around, and we retired with thanks-
piving to the Pilgrims' Home near the top of 'ount Carmel.

Ahnad Sohrab.



“FROUS uxnz& AHMAD SOHRAB

Baha.i ‘Pilgr:lms‘ Home, l{ount Oarmel_
' tlE el el LG, Halfa, Syria, Decamber 6, 1913.
Dear Frienda. e L mdE wheds. e - '

The: firatdglimpso~of the 8unr188 on Mount carmel -ig the
most hea,venly sight, You ‘oan edsily imagine that T was up about
5A M., Hy Jjoy was. g0 great that I oould not sleep, Whern I-went to
bed long-after midnight: T gol: into:a mood of uncontrollable laugh~-
ter, and:at last: X was @fraid ‘I:'would wake others, 'and in ‘case they
were -awvakened 'they: might. <;}udg!e ‘me &' little out of my mindy The Ba-
hai Pilgrims! Hlome,  about which ‘I shall write idn a letter later, is
built parallal withnmhe‘hnlyktomb ‘of ‘ttie Bab 80’ that you can walk
over: there -in a:seovndy Theientrance of the Baha i Pilgrims? Home
is facing eastward;- 80 thitiiwere you: to sit in the middle of the
hall yow would have @ glorious view of the Fuast. ‘There :is a little
raised porch in front:oflithe:entrance, which T may term as “sunrise
porch,". where 'I.was walkingwearly ;this morning awaiting ‘the majes=
tic dmm of - the orb ofidays 'In: the lap of the mountain-there lies
peacefully’ the’ industrious: German colony, now- ‘interpersed with' othe
er natioalities, trimy well-kept{-cottages, some fine homes and pre=~
tentious. buildings.".k Tittle further is the chdarmel: of the wonder=
ful sea, ‘calm ang- unrﬂffledé 8t111 a' 1ittle further is the city of
Acca, qulet and:peacefull, “Above-is the. mountain, rising like a
diadem of gold., ' All around me is the spiritual ineffable something
pervading the beautiful-rolling valleys. ‘I walk on'the sunset
porch, and I am thinking of you in this, my first morning of holy
experience;“rWithinaamfthminuteﬁ“the”gorgeou89sunf-:or1rather its
emblazoning heralds &reproclaimed in chariots of priématic colors.,
The whole panorama ‘is:bewitching, mystifying, and in-its :intense
reality there is an ‘intense’ unreality, so satisfying to-‘the heart of
& drearmer who floatsiin awopld of ideal, . illueive and unattainable,
Come with me,’ dear. !riende, and:let us enjoy- in gilent. communion
this imperial rise of the:sun, . Let-our thoughts be as- refulgent
and resplendent: as the rays of: this sun rising from behznd the roay
eastern hzlls of the-Holy:Tandlw: &

. < ¥From. the: sunrisge:porch- I walked over to the tOMb of the
jab. - I dzd not:enterithe holy of holies, but walked through the
rose garden and circumambulated: around- -the building, which is built
of pale:yellowish:rock. i I returned and found in the hall of the .
Pilgrims! Home.all- the: frienda gathered and engaged in, a:'social and
spiritual..conversation..’ 1. talked with this- or that one, and I
found the life of dveryrone a:rich:mine of rare’ experlences, the:
details:of:which would:make:aldbook, ' One thing is certain and that
is they are supremely. happy and: consider this-the most- wonderful -
day of-their-lives,:becaunse:the:Beloved of their hearts has come
back, and last: night»they dooked 4in his face, There is a very old
man, with long! white' beardj who: has-lived for-years-in: the Pilgrims'
Homse, - and.- his. mame:is Mullah Abou. Taleh,:: He said:to' me:+*I have no
other:  wish now:. I‘haveibeen longing' to behold:the. face of my lord,-
the Center of -the Covenantsi. Now I have obtained my wish. I can -
die in-peace.. .I have bﬁmeﬁeo ‘1ive: on-Mount: Carmel the- rest of- my
life, and I amiawait:ingimy ulltrrom the kingdom of Ahha Oh,
sha.ll depart; happyss Yol B AL s

. -After awhile theL news: wa.a brought tha.t the tia.eter was

. drivzng 1n his carriage toward.the holy tomb of the Bab, and imme=
diately the pilgrims pre_p,ared themselves to receive. and’follow him .

to the sacred spot. We hurried to the road, where the Beloved
walked majestically with diwvine spirituality and heavenly presence.
Then we filed ourselves in order and bowed before him as he passed



us, now and then raising his hand in sign of recognltion to this
one and to that, and saxing, "Marhaba! Marhaba!" He gave the word
that the pilgrims might enter from one door, and he would enter
from another door, all alone. Hers, before entering the holy room,
gvery one takes off his shoes. A large mat is spread in the open
immediately before you enter the room. We left our shoes here,
walked over the mat, and then into the wonderful room. We kissed
the threshold. There are three large rooms, all of which are cove=
ered with rich, rare oarpets. Under the floor of the center room
is buried the remains of the Bab in a marble saroophagus sent
especially for this purpose from India. No one is allowed to enter
this room except the custodian to light the lamps and fill the
bowls with fresh flowers. Again each person in turn kissed the
threshold of the center room, and then Mirza Mahmoud Foroughi
gtarted to chant the visiting tablet in a moving, tremulous voice,
while all of us were standing in prayerful attitude.. Those who
could hear him distinctly repeated the words after him. The whole
place is a dynamic storsrcom of spiritual vibrations, radiant and
soul-enlightening. When he finished chanting, again each person
kigsed the threshold and walked backward, while facing the rooci,
and came -out, In front of the building, facing the sea, there is a
large reception room, the floor of which is carpeted with one sin-
zle, large multi~colored rug. Here the Master received the pil=
grims. They wanted to throw themselves at his feet;, but he forbade
them emphatically. Overlooking the broad sea, he said:

“Behold! What a charming view! What a delectable pano-
rama " ' ,

Then he spoke a few other words, and commanded all the
believers to go to Acca to=morrow to the holy tomb of Baha'o'llah.
He arose from his chair, and like so many moths flying around the
candle we followed him., First we passed by the house of the guar-
dian of the tomb, who lives here with his family. Then he walked
over to the Pilgrims' Home. He bade every one be seated. S8ilence
reigned throughout. Then he rose and asked ug to rise with him.

He faced the city of Acca, and a little beyond its walls the palace
of Rahajee, and offered in silence a supplication. During these
sacred momenta the room was so still vou could hear the people
sreathing. Ieaving the home, he walked around the grounds all
alone, and returned to & room in the house of the guardian of the
tomb, there to commune silently. At noon Khosro brought his lunch,
and after a little rest he drove to the tomb of Afnan, which is
somewhere on Carmel. Then he drove down to his own home.

All the pilgrims were sent for toward dusk., In the re-
ception room, which is downstairs, Mirza Mahmoud read a poem, writ-
ten for the occasion, congratulating the Bahais on the safe arrival
of the Beloved, and reciting his miraculous works in America and
Hurope. IHe was heartily applauded.

While coffee wus being served, we wers summoned to the
upper reception room, When everybody had entered the Master en=-
tered the room. At that very moment three members of Haifa's civil
authorities were announced, and the Beloved received them with gen=-
uine courtesy. They had come w0 felicitate him on his retum.

With much feeling and earnestness he spoke about his historical ad=-
dresses in the TJewish synagogues of America, and how essential it
is for Fastern people to free themselves from the yoke of these re-
ligious prejudices.

Ahmad Sonrab.



Home of Baha'o'llah, Accs, Syria, -
Becember 9, 1913,

Bear Priends: '
Po live in the house that the Blessed Perfection

occupied for many vesrs, to sleep in the room which was hallowed

by His lMajestic Presenice, to be surrounded by the sanctified

atimosphere breathed by"Him around Whom all VNames revolve, is

at present my portion and my unexpected happiness.,

It was about one o'c¢lock when I heard the Beloved
has sent for me from Acecsz, I was at the Hotel ¢arnrel, paying
a visit to our American sisters. One of the believers,
knowing where I am, brought the word, and immediately I was
on ny feet. I hastened to the Pilgrime, Home, itook with me
8 package of letters and petitione, and made my way to the
station,  Bbne Asdag was also summoned, and so together we
purchased our tickets and at 2:45 the train pulled out of
the station. Ebne Asdag is a most pleasant spesker, and
with his assistance one can find all the lost links to weke a
connection of incidents of the early history of the é&zuse,

If he stays here long I shall surely take down his narrative
for the benefit of future generations.

When we arrived at the house they told us the
Master had gone on foot to visit the Holy Tomb of the Blessed
Perfection, and on His return will visit soue of the prominent
officials who have called on Him since His arrival in Acca.
The room of BAHA'O'LLAH is nade ready for the Master, and He
is living and sleeping there. The room wherein the segretary
of the Blessed Perfection used to live is now the parlor for
the reception of the outsiders. The room in which the
Tablets and Writings were stored is: prepared for the pilgrims
and believers; and a room from thécwifdow of which I see
the veranda of the room of BAHA'O*ELAH is my share.

het me tell you that what we now c¢all the house of
BAHA'O'LLAH was, in the beginning, two housess At first the
Blesced Perfection lived in one of them; after some years
the other, fronting on the sea, was added to the first; and,
as they were built side by side, the partition wss taken
away. Thus, from the older house, BAHA'O'LLAH moved into
the newer one, which has a most sublime, uninterrupted view
of the sea, and takes the room the veranda of which I see
from my window. It is said that often in the mornings, and
almosti always in the afternoons, the Blessed Perfection used
to walk in the veranda; the believers and pilgeims, knowing
the custom, would come and walk in the neighborhood, and if He
desired to see any of them He would beckon to them with His
bDlessed Hands, ‘It ia now the room in the older house
that the Master is living in, Both houses are large, and
although their architecture is not modern, yet they are the
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best houses in Acca as reggrds their position, outward appesr-
ance and inside accommodations,

Mbne Asdeg and myself were sitting in the reception
rool,when we heard the voipe of the Master coming up the
stepd. He entered the room, His face shining, and His eyes
bright with the Eight of Heaven. There were other belicvers
who came 1in, He welcomed us heartily and with gemiine pleas-
ure, as though He had never seen us before. Then He spokes

"As long as a person is not separated from the ssered
surroundings of the Threshold of BAHALO'LLAH He does not
realize the magnitude of His loss, nelther can He conoeive
the grandeur of this Bounty. He is like theuman who has
lived always beside the bank of the river and does not know
what thirst is. . But when he is lost in the midst of s
. parched desert with the hot sun blazing over his head, he

will be glad to give up the desrest possession in his 1ife

for a drop Of water; then he will realize what & heavenly
gift 1s water, and how the source of his life has slipped
out of his hand. ‘

No magter how unhappy and sorrowful & person msy
be, when he arrives at the Bivine Threshold of the TPomb of
the Blessed Perfection he forgets all. Another world and
its calm influence are unfolded to him, and he remembers
naught else save the Beauty of the Beloved.

When I arrived at the eity of Los Angeles, a point
most remote from Acca, 1 sald to mgself: %0 thou Kasba of
1y heart!{ How far, how far away thou art from mel*t I
said: %0 God! Will there come another day that I may put

my head again st that Holy ¢ourt and worship Thee in Spirit
and in Truth!'

¥ow, Praise be to Godl that I have come and obtzined
the wish of my heart. Hew good it is., I went there all
alone, I kissed the Blessed Threshold, and put my hesd at
that @ourt of Heaven, and rested, Oh} I rested as I had not
rested for a long, long timel

Phe grouhd surrounding the Holy Threshold is very
green and beautiful, A few days yet and the wild flowers
shall bloom, oarpeting the field with variegated deliocate
colors, The hyaoinths will sppear first, and in its irain
there will be an endless variety of flowers. In Anerica
and Mbope there are wonderful parks snd gardens, but they
are all the handiwork of man, the outcome of the artistio
spirit of the inhabitants; but here nature reigns supreme,
wild and primitive, as God created it.. The fields, the
gardens, the prairies will become laden with hundred petaled
anemones, fragrant and beautiful, RBvery person can gather -
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them - rieh &nd poor -~ and adorn his home. "

Then He ealled Xhosro to bring the Pbig nosegay
which He had gathered on His way home., He ordered him to
give it to Fone Asdag: .

tsee how beautiful and redolent with perfuine they
are, I have picked them myself.* .

*3ince my arrival)] He reocommenced after a few mo—
ments, "I have been meeting peorle and speaking with them
at 21l times. My last days in Ramleh were not pleasant.

I did not feel well, neither oould I speak; but now, because
there is a demand, God is supplying me with the needed force
and energy. Just now I must go out and call on a family
whose head died a few days ago. He waes an ¢ld friend, I
mst be going to console them.* -

Then, before leaving, He dictated a cables
*Arrived safely Holy Land,” to be wired to Washington,
¢hicago, New York, Montreal and 3an Pranciscoa.

After an hour He was back, © Already a& number of
the citizens of Acca and officials were waiting for Him,
Wnhen He entered the room they all arose from thelr seats
and kisseqd His hand., . They are not Bahais, but they love
Him, Amongst these were a Sheikh, learned in the religious
lore of the East; 80 the Master sddressed hinm in particular
on the Enowledge of God; how humanity is incapable of grasp-
ing the Essence of Bivinity, and how an inferior degree is
out of toueh with a superior degree;  and how we sre entirely
dependent on the Manifeststion of God for our knowledge of
the Eternal Verities,

Having satisfied the Sheikh, He then spoke about
America and the American people, their vast contihent; their
monumental cities; thelr well built harbors; +{their educa-—
tional institutions; thelr giant factories:; their progressive
oivilizstion; thelr great museuwns; their brilliant idesls;
their large parks; their 1llimitable resources; thelr sky-
acrapers; thelr colossal Trailroads; their subways and
elevated; their Preamlands and kuna Parks; till, I think,
they believed they were listening - not to a fairy story;
far from it — but to the sitory of a race of giants, superhuman
beings walking on the face of the earth to conguer everything
with their mysterious, irresistible will, bidding the elements
to obey thelr wish. They looked at eaoh other in amazement,
wishing to believe all these tales, but, no doubt, remembering
the small town of Avoa with its narrow streets and eramped
houses and stunted ideas, they preferred to remainnsilent,

2i-211y, one ofthem could not szontain himselfl
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¥Yinally, one of them could oontain himseif no
longer:

"How did you gonqueyr such & veorle?" he asked
earnestly? '

And the Master came back with His dynamie answer:

"GO® @ONQUERED THEM! * '

They left the house, but others came, and the
Master spoke with them about other things. The sea of His
utterances wss waving, and these men, high in positions and

honor, lisiened to Him, charmed with the msgic of His narrs-
tive, and capiivated with the sweet misio of His volce,

Annmad Sohrab,



Home of BAHA'OQ‘LLAH,
Acca, syria, Becamber 11, 1913,
Bear Priends:

Rain, hail, thunder and storm. This was the order
of the day. ¥hen I came down I was surprised to see s heavy
fall of hail, because in this place the weather is so genherally
tenperate. Last night the Master telegraphed to Haifa,
giving permission to half of the pilgwims to come to Aoca, thus
they will have to enoounter another rough day, but they are
going to do it with pleasure. gure enough, the morning train
brought a number, and they proseeded accordingly for Bahajee.

Likxewise a number of zZoroastrians have come from &
village called “Adasseyah'", where they are farming over a
large tradt of land belonging to the Master. With their
wives and children they arejabout thirty-two. The Beloved
grants to them all the produce of the land, and also something
extra, so that they masy be“happy and comfortable, In His
talk with them this moriaing He gave them a few advices on
agrioulture and what kind of vegetables they must plant, and
by what zeans they can reach the-market, He promised them a
visit in the not-far-distant future, over which they rejoiced
greatly; and then told me to join the other pilgrims in
Beshajee, and He will come alone also,

A very fTunny thing hapvened the other day which
bears relatings When Mirza Jalal took the csblegrams t0 the
Acca Telegraph O0ffice, the manager, after rmuch seareh through
his books, could not find 8an Prancisco, "In which country
is this oity to be foung out?" he asked, Mirza Jalal, think-
ing to rlay a joke on him, answered "Persia.* The manager,
not knowing any better, went on searching. At last he gave
it up. *I cannot find this®, he sald. *"Tell we, where is
Montreal?"  ®In India.® After ten'minutes he was in despair.
“Phese clities are not in my books", he said gravely. Then
Mirza Jalal explained to him the joke, and found for him the
cities and rates, and"berated him for his lack of knowledge.
"And you are supposed to be the mamager of a Goverent
Telegrapp office! He promised to go howte and look up for
g Tew days his geography, and mske a list of the oities of
Americe with their telegraph rates, for the sake of Abbas
Bff endi .

From nine to twelve the Master was out paying
calls and visiting a long list of His friends., When He
returned He was very tired and sat down on the sofa, seversal
voung Bahals were present, He opened His eyes, looked at
then tenderly, and sadd: :
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*ify work is done. The trée of my 1life has yielded
its fruits. I have set a2 fire in the world! Your duty is
to add to its flame!l My sons, it is now your turn, The
wempers of my constitution are well nigh disintegrated. You
are young, and your blood is pure, you¥ intelligence is keen.
You can bear the difficulties of this life.,

I like to remain silent f£or some time, and listen
to the incoming news of those who try to spread the Fragrances
of God. How far shall they succeed? How will they promote
the wWord of God? How will they raise the melodies and sing
the songs of *Ya Rsha Bl Abhat" Assuredly, the Bléssed
Perfection is with such souls. They shall see with their
own eyes the ¢onfirmetions of BAHA'Q'LLAH, just 2s I saw then
when addressing large gatherings in churches and temples,
I saw them hovering around like the Birds of Paradise.,®

At two o'elook the carriage was ready, and the
Mzster called He agaln to go with Him and an old believer who
was one of the traveling companions:of BAHA!'O'LLAH from Bagdad.
All the Zoroastrian, Jewish and Mohzmmedan pilgrims were
waiting for the arrival of the Master.

Again the Master Xissed tne door, took off His
shoes, and chanted sloud the Visiting Tablet, It is here,
more than snywhere else, that one is moved and thrilled by the
spiritual quality of the voice of the Master. It is the
cutpouring of His inmost ¥pirit, and the deep variations of
the tragic musig of His life. When He had finished reciting
He sat silent for a long tine. Then He kissed the floowr,
and motioned to the pilgrims to follow Him in the other room
to drink tesn. He told them:

"fhank ve @od that ye have atteined to this Most
Great Bounty, that in these glorious days ye are visiting the
Blessed Tomb with me,"

One eould see in their eyes that they are appre-
clating. These people love the Msster for His own sake.
They do not care so much for any other proof, Himself is
the greatest of sll proofs!  Proof of the sun is its existence.

Then He told me to take the pilgrims to the city,
gsend the Zorosstrians to Haifa, and keep the rest for the
night, and tell Khosro to prepsre dinner for then, After
drinking tes we all left, and the Master stayed. It was
about seven o'clock when He came, After supper He came Gown
anhd spoke on the spiritual recoghition of the Manifestation
of God, and the interpretation of ceertain prophecies. As
there were nos tneugh beds in the house of the Master, the
believers of Acoa were eager to entertain them, and so there
wzae a fine competition, each person.trying to accommodate as
many as possgible, .
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In the evening eomeone asked Ebne Asdag whether he
has any sons, "Yes, I have three, They came to this world,

and finding it not a fit place to live in, they departed for
the other," .

When Mashghin Galam, the celebrated Bshai cali-
graphist, in whose handwriting is all the Greatest Names, was
very elok, often he would fall into a condition of uncon-
sclousness, goming back, & believer who nursed him during
his last hours would sask him: "Janabe Mirzal wnere were
your® “0On, I just took a round trip to the Other Quarter
to find whether my place is e¢ozy and warm, and have returned
to bid you farewell, I am sorry I did not go there earlieri®
When ne was very sick his attendant would resd to him the
Beloved's Addresses in America. He would weep and weep,
calling on his Lodd to come to him, Mirza! Please walt a
few days longer! We have heard that He ig coming soonl"
But the poor man passed away a few months before the Master's
arrival. He was a nonagenarian,

Once a young Bahai,who loved to play jokes, went to
the elinic of a newly arrived Poctor in his city. At the
aypointed hour the FBoetor came, There were unany vatients,
He laoked at each, took their pulses,and prescribed medicine.
Three times he passed by this young msn, $ook his pulse,
looked into his eyes, examined his tongue and 4id not say
anything. Yinally the young man said: Boctor, you have
treated everyone, why €Qn't you treat me? What sicjness
have I7* The Mootor laughed, and yut his finger on his
forehead. Theh both of thel befoame good friends, and the
young man taught the Beotor sbout' the Revelation.

"I kn-w you had a deeper purpose then playing s
joxe on me,* the Bootor told him, once a believer,

Ahmad Sohrab.



Home of BAHA'Q'LLAH,
Acca, 8yria, December 12, 1915.
Dear Friends:

This morning, while the Beloved was speaking with
the strangers in the other room, I was holding a heavenly
.eonversation with some old Beshais, who were relating to me

strange tales and heart throbbing stories of martyrdom:

"Before taking Molla Ali Jan to the arena of sacri-
fice from prison, he took his executioner aside and told hinm
that he knows a treasure hidden somewhere and would like to
tell him the locality so that he may go there and unearth it.
The cupldity of the man was of course excited, and he was most
anxious to know the place. Mollsnh Ali Jan postyoned it from
day to day, till the hour arrived and they took him to the
arena followed and surrounded by hundreds of spectabors.

He then whispered to the executioner: 'Y am now going to
teil you the hiding place of the treasure, provided youn may
just scratch my throat with your sword so that blood ney Tlow.'
When this was done, Modla Ali Jan filled his two hands with
his own blood, and raising his volce g0 that everybody might
hesr; he said: 3¢ people! With this blood I tesfify that
this Truth is on the part of Godi' Then, turning his face

to the executioner, he ssid: IPhis was the treasure that I
have promised thee. Now do thy work, I am readyi'"

*Some yesars ago a wave of religious fanaticism struck
the city of Yazd. More than two hundred Bahalis were martyred.
The mob ransacked the houses, pillaged the properties, and
killed women with most dreadful torture.

They took g young zirl and wrapped her between two
sounterpanes, and whipped her so many lashes that the two
sides of the csounterpane were joined.

While they were searching through the houses, they
hesrd the ery of a suckling babe, The father, mother and
other children were killed, and the baby was left in the
erzdle. It was hungry;, they took it to the Mullah. The
inllah sald: '0n! the onild is hungry, it is erying for
milk, Bring it to me, I will give it milk.' The samovar was
in the room, bolling with hot water.:  He takes the ehild to
it. Even the demonis¢ spectators were horrified when the
idea dawned upon them wnat he was going to do. He opened
the spigot and the steaming hot water poured dowh. Then he
brought the innocent mouth of the babe near it; the babe
thinking it is :milk . . .

In these and similsr wayse your Persian bhrothers and
sisters hsve spread and taught the Cause of BAHA'O'LLAH,
They have demonsirated in g concrete manner that they are
dominated by the higher influsence of the spiritual sscrifice.
Yow in America and Burope thess things do not and will not
heppen, but they are called upon to serve the Cause in other
weyg: to live and proclaim the Principles of BAHA'O'LLAH,
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The Beloved prays for them daily at the Foly Threshold of the
Blessed Pexfection, so that they wmay arise with an inspired
faith, a lofty courage, a serene conviction, to teach their

fellowmen, and bring them under the Canopy of the Oneness of
the world of humanity.

ﬁhava been crying at the top of my voice," He said,
*all these years. ¥ow I Drefer 1o choose silence and listen
to the melodies of the nightingales of the Paradise of Abha?
and the strains of the birds of the Kingdom."

This morning the Master went alone, and on His re—
turn He asked our pildrius to rbturn to Haifa, so that the
other half auy gome:

*Praise be to Godl that vou were confirmed to cone
here, so that we may worship together at the Holy Threshold.
Por the ladt four years I have been deprived of this water of
Life. Now that I have returned I must drink deep from its
well, 80 thet my soul be satisfied, : After a few days I will
come 1o Hgidsa,."

Ninety~five per cent of the inhabitants of Acca are
rejoiced over the return of the Beloved. One of them said:
"Abbag Bffendi has brought to us the material and spiritual
blessings,"

Another person, on hearlng of the Master's Bresence
in Acca, exclalmed:

“iiay @God bless thee for thils glad news! Mgy God
vless thee for this glad newsi®

Both Moslems and Christians, as well as the Jews,
are expressing joy over this great event.

"Acce 18 illumined by your Preaence’" sgid a minister
of the Gospel.

Bven .the children are happier. They talk smongst
thenselves while they are rlaying, about the return of Abbas
Effemdl and His love for them,, One of these children con-
fided a great seeret to his playmates:

"He loves only the chmldren, He does not like grown
up peoplel”

In the afternoon He went again to the Blessed Tomb.
He sent the carriage to wait for Him outside the gate, and so
He walked through the narrow streets, some of them thousands
of years old. A few of the old believers were walking afterx
Him, How exactly similar to those daye when Christ was
treading on these grounds, followed by His disoivnles!

Before reaching the rest-house, someone had ziven
the news to the pilgrims that the Master is coming, Imme—
diately they all poured out and walked for several thousand
yvards to welcome Him. When the Master saw thewm coming He
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alighted from the carriage and spoke with them, = It was a
wonderful picture to see all these men, youhg and old,
following theix Master over this blessed verdant field,
while the glorious sun was shining on them, and all intent
upon one object: to worship at the Threshold of the
Supreme Manifestation.

When they were inside the Beloved motioned to
Mirze Mahmoud Poroughl to chant the Visiting Tablet, Again
he chsnted thst wonderful Tablet, in which are enumerated the
sufferings and hardships of BAHA'Q'LLAH, When it was
finished, the Master motioned to them to sit down, and He
chanted the Tablet Himself with penetrative voice, filling
the ¢ourt with delicate vibrations of Spirit.

On His return all the friends gathered in the roonm,
and Foroughi gave a rousing, stirring speech, mentioning the
seventeen traditions about Accsa and prophesies concerning the
coming of the Lord of Hosts on Mount Zion, and the issuing
forth of the Law. It is always a treat to hear him recite
voeis. He bucomes entirely unconsciousof his surroundings.,

"If thou drinkest one drop from this sea thou shsalt
hesr many mysteries and see isany invisible things! Then
He gave me a cup of His Wine and I saw many worlds of Light.
T beheld a rose garden like unto the face of my Beloved.
Then He entered in my heart it wss as though the sun hsd
arisen,* ‘ .

Whent he sings one becomes fo excited that he would
like to got up and have a dance; he does it,

Ahmad Sohrsb.



Home of BAHA'O*'LLAH, '
Acca, Syris, December 15, 1Slf,
Pear Friends: :

It hes been a fixed custom for years that the
"Companions” and the "Pilgrima" would gather every night in
the reception roaoir of the lzster and await His coming.

Usnless there was an ehgageuwent He would come, give them s long
or a short talk, or just sit silent for a few woments, and
then go ewa¥. . This wes their daily spiritual food,reinforcing
them to carry the heavy load of exile, banishment, ridicule
and persecutions, This established custom was interrupted
when the Master. .went out into the world to c¢2ll manking to the
Kingdom of Abha. At first it went very hard on them, They
could not stand this loss, They had accepted all these
untodd sufferings so that they might live near Him, and now

He has left them. But when the wonderful connected story

of His divine triumphs in Burope and America reached these
parts they were partially eonsoled) and waited every week for
news from those far, unhesrd of ci%ieb where thelir General

was carrying an active spiritusl warfare. go, as soon as

He was back this custom was re-established 211 by itself.
Consequently, when the other night all of them were assenbled

in the room He entered unexpectedly and spoke to thewn sas
follows:

"How I longed for the respre:rvance of these divine
nights! While away I often asked myself: !Will there come
a tie when like those golden spiritual days I may sit in
Acca and associste and converse with my beloved friends and
companions in exile and vrison?! Pralse be 1o God! this
object is attained. My last wish was to visit the Holy
Threshold of the Blessed Perfection, and to meet the friends,
and this is realigzed. Once away from the Blessed Land, the
most charwming spot does not atireet = verson!

There is & place in Americs called Green Acre. As
I was invited to go there, I went. It is customary that,
during the months of swmer people of: different creeds and
religions gather there, and the leaders of verious movements
and thoughts deliver lectures and addresses, Thus they have
combined most effectively education and recreation. The
significance and usefulness of this unique place lie in the
fact that they offer a free and unrestricted platform to the
citizens of every nation and the adherents of every religion.
Thus every subject is discussed with that full liberty of
conscience which is alone enjoved in the United States,

The founder of these conferences whereln every
nationality ang religion is worthily represented is Miss
Farmer. To her is due all praise and comcendatiion for having
thug initiated this wonderful plan, whieh must be caryied out
tp its logical oonclusion, a universal plstiform for a1l
mankind irrespective of race, religion or nationality.
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As the name Green Acre is;similar to the town of
Acca, when I avrived there I was made very hapby. I spent
one week in that green and deilightful Accs. They had s large
meeting every evening, in which zathered many peovle, and
there I spoke to them on spiritual subjects, I wet there
many culiured and educstec people., It a most beauntiful
country wlace. Its water is yure, its air is salubrious and
ite etmosphere is spiritusl. Here they have many pine woods.
There are & mmber of these o0ld trees clustered together,
under whieh peoyple gather to hear lsctures. Mirza Abul
Fezl, whén in Green Acre, used to give his addresses under
gone of these pines, and so they are known as the "Persian
Pinesg,* 1 went there one afternoon, Many people had
gzthered, and I spoke on these Teachings. o s e s

A1l over America peovle know asbout this Cause, and
they are daily attracted to it, In far off cities and hamlets
the nsmes of which sre unfamiliar and unknown to you, there
gre gome who believe in this Revelation. ¥hen we resched
one of the most remote cities of the Unites States, Los
Angeles, there we found meny Bshails, all attracted and enkin-
dled with the Fire of the Love of God. Lo! they are your
brothers and sisters, oloser to you than your own kith and
kin. They are imuelled by the same coimmon ideas, Brotherhood
and Peace., The Love of BAHA!'0'LLAE has united their hearts
with yours. -

In Los Angeles there is the hblessed tomb of Mr.
Chese, He died s few days before our arrival, He wrote e
letters and wired me seversl telegrams requesting me to go to
Celifornis. Likewise, the believers of God stormed :ie with
letters and telegrams, so I had to vield to their passionate
entreaties and go. A day after lay arrival in Los Angeles [
vigited his tomb. There were nany. bellevers of God with ne.

I offered a supplicetion and chanted a ¥isiting Tablet.

Then we scattered flowers .on his tomb and xissed its ground.

I have also arranged to build & stone over his grave. In
realily he is buried in a lovely spot. The cemetery is like

a rose garden; all the American cemneter.ie® are like gardens
and parks, The tombs are detached frok each other, surrounded
with flowers. Then I sent for his wife and son, and consocled
them Ly explaining to them the lofiy station of Mr. Chase in
the Kingdom of Abha. He was 2o blessed personage. in

reallty he was pure and devoid of any wish save that of the
rrouwotion of the Cause. He was sincere end the servant of

the Blessed Pexfection, s . - s

When I returned o San ¥rancisce there werye maly

incistent demands from the believers of Seattle, Portland, ete,

begging meé to go there. Truly I say they were begging and
Pleading and I had nov e heart to refuse them; however, I
could not go any furthexr.
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The entreaties of the Oriental friends, and the
intense longing to visit the Holy Threshold had taken posses—
gion of me. Many of them came, They were all wonderful
Bahels, atiracted and set asglow. 1 nay mention to you the
name of My, George Latimer, who is a young, enthusiastic
Bahal, Vhen I was in Dublin he traveled from Portland,
Oregon, to see me, He was with me during my stay in San
Francisco. Now he is a teacher of the Cause and is traveling
with Mr. Reney, He begged me to go to his city, but I could
not do it, One conld never believe that in such places the
Cause of the Blessed Perfection would so rapidly spread.

The penetration of the C=use of God, and the Potency of the

Word of CGod are the cause of great astonishment to those who
are not awsrelt

After » few monents of silence He left the room, and
you ¢ould see the faces of the tried believers were brightened
by this news of the conguest of the Csuse for which they have
undergone all nmanner of contumelies and derisions. What
else do they wish in this world? Notuhingi

This was a beautiful, sunny day and the carriage was
ready at the door to0 drive the Master to the Holy Toub.

Again He took me with Him, On the way He looked &t the shore
and said: :

*Look at those white, danecing, laughing waves, Hast
thou ever seen the like of +hmu arywhere? They are indeed
very beautiful.®

After the declaration of the Constitution in Turkey
the 2nhabitants have bored several large holes in the inureg-
nable wall surrounding the c¢ity, and are Puilding houses out-
side in the plain. There are already mesny modern hones, and
others in the course of construction, especially a large
building for the school. Tr

The Master, noting these signe of progress, saids

"Were there a construction company with enough
capitsl, they could build a thousand houses in one year, pave
the roads and avemes systematically, and then sell the houses
by the instgllment plan to bhe people. Such a company would

undoubtedly be greatly benefitted, and at the same tilne benefit
the community,* - :

Half-way He alighted from the carrisge and walked t
toward the Blessed Tomb, I was walking behind Him, Heving
reached a fence, He vut His holy nand upon a stump and stood
there thinking for several minutes. Then He walked through
an immense olive grove which is next to the Rest House.



Diary Dec. 13, 1915 -4 -

The ground was black with olives, and .the Master asked the
gardener. "why don*t yvou gather them?" c e e s

The Master entered the Court, andg ag this was & day
for the women pilgyims, I loitered around until He came out.
Ags it was going to rain,He asked Isfandeyar to drive quiekly,
80 that before the sun 1s set in the West he may return and
bring back the wouen, who are going to be the guestis of the
Holy pamily tonight. When we arrived home Hajl Mirza Hapgdar
Ali and Mirza lMohsen had eome from Haifa,

As the Master loves the former very mch He bade
him sit bedide him:

“ralk to me!l Since my arrival I have not yet had
time to entertain you." j

*I have nothing to say. I am £illed with the
wonders of the voysge of our Lord. It took him forty moriths
to bring His voyage to an endi” !

"Yes," the Beloved said, I wae forty vears in prison,
and for every year I had to travel one nonth."

Ahmad Sohrab.



FROIE MIRZA A}T}(AD SOHERKAB
e Home of Baha' o'llah
a EO T SRR Acca, oyrna, December 14 1913.
Dear Fr;ends. ’ "

-Out of- the mweterious East there hath arisen a great
light to scatter the legions of darkness and illumine the horizon
of the world, Out of: the-:inaccessible mountains of the Orienti there
hath issued forth a-limpid.stream which is gaining velocity.and
volume as it rushes on to irrigate the parched ground of humanity.
From the mighty sea of reality there hath branched a great river, -
around the banks-of:'vhich gardens and orchards are springing up.
From the heaven of divine majesty torrents ol rain are descending

.to cause the growth of the hyacinth of idealism and anemones of
spirituaﬁ.susceptihilitiea., From the heart of humanity fervent
prayers are ascending to:the throne of the Lord of glory to usher
in the era of brotherhood.and universal amity. Out of the half ut-

. tered cries of the people a feeling of confraternity and interde-
pendence is evolving to- smother forever racial and religious preju=
dices., Baha'o'llah underwent unbearable calamities and hardships
for half & century to instruct mankind that love is better than
hate, peace more excellent than war, conciliation is preferable
ratner than-discord; emity is better than animosity, union is more
potent than division, the love. of the world is a higher attainment
than the love of one's country. We say these are old teachings.
True enough, but how few of us practise them, and how many of us
embody them in our lives, It is only in this century that eternal
realities_of'theseimbralfprecepts are being driven home on account
of the appearance of: a universal congciousness. In the past, the

"light has been burning iin‘the heart of a few sculs, but now, be-
cause the Sun of Reality is shining, many people in many countries
have realized this great fundamental principle. The Bahails are in
the vanguard of this-ever increasing army of humanitarians, and
they must always keep apace with this growing sentiment and nmeet
their strugpling brothers h&lf way, in order tc lend them a helping
hand,

One of the most interesting and withal significant sights
of Acca is when our Beloved walks through its narrow lanes and
streets. Clad in his long, flowing robe, with his soft, dark yele
low aba and white turban, and white beard, and compell ing figure
and soal-aearching eyes, and towerlng forehead, he walks as an im=
perial sun playing hide and seek., They stop thelr play and salute
Bffendi, There are many: boys coming out of school. They see BEffen-
di from afar. They wait with a deep reverence, and as he passes on
their hands are on:their 1lips and heads.. There are & number of men
sitting in the restaurant or cafe. One of them sees Effendi coming
and cormunicates to the.rest. Immediately they are on their feet
to pay their. homa.ge.' The shop keepers.are busy wrangling with
their customers-in:their’ crude, small stores. Oh, they see Effendi
and silence is cast:over them. They 21l pay him their respect.

The soldiers standing: in front of the barrack and the government
buildings are-on their feet with their muskets to offer him their
thanksgiving. -The wild Arabs driving their camels in the streets,



the modern young men with their European clothes, the learned
Sheiks with their silk garments, the poor men with their multi-
colored patched robes, -the veiled women with their babes in their
arms, all bow down before Effendi, salute him, kiss his hands, and
honor him as their superior master. You ask them, "Why do you do
thig?" It is their .love. for him which prompts them. Not even the
governor of the city is held in such respect and honor by the peow=
Ple. Now .and then the Beloved etops in his march as he sead a poor
man approach him, . He knowa him and inquires about his health. To
each and all he says: "How are you? How is your health? Are you
well? Are you happy?- May God assist and protect you." And then
their faces are wreathed in smiles and luurels of happiness appear
on their brows. Thus the King of gpirit' and the light ot the world
walks through this earth, breathing order cut of chacs, and level=
ing all racial inconsistencies.

All the pilgrims. who had come from Haifa are permitted to
depart, making room for others who are long¢ng to come just to look
in the face of their lord. "I have traveled ror thousands of miles,
not to hear the Master expound:any philosophical or scientific
questions, nor have I loaded my mind with questions, nor have I
brought with me &8 package-of petitions. : I have come just tc look
in hig face and hear him say: "Marhaba!l!  Khosh amedeed!" This is
the reward of both worlds in my estimation.”

From morning till noon the Leloved was now in and now
out, always busy~looking. While he was absent, two Catholio
priests called to see him., They walted for half an hour, but de=
parted before hig return. Their presence in the house set one of

the friends to telling me how some of thé missionarics are oconverting

these "hsathen." "There is a poor man in the Baszaar of Acca who
sells little wares for his pustenance. One day ws I pussed by I
heard him arguing with & man.' He was telling him: 'No, I cannot do
it. It is too little. VYou must either raise it or I will not ac-
cept.' Tinally hé was left wlone. I went to him and asked him!
'What were you talking about?!' He said! 'Oh, this man wanis me to
becone a Christian for two najeedis (§1.75 ). Now, ny friend, I am
a poor man, I cannot afford to become a Christian for two najeew-
dis., I told him if he gives me five najeedis 1 will be glad to acw
cept his proposition, but less than that it is not worth while to
change gy religion,'”

Toward the evening I was in my. room. Bapram, the keeper
of the house, ocame with the news that the Master has becn in the
reception room for the last ten minutes. X hastened, and when [
entered 1 heard the word, "Germany," s¢ he was talxing to them
about the friends in that couniry.

"In reality the German Bahsais are tlLe embodiment of ate
traction and enthusiasm. -They are Buhais by deeds and actions.

The days I spent in Stuttgart I shall never forget. Rach one of
triese friends is like a bright candle and a luminous star. Mr. and
“rs. Congul Schwarz are two wonderful Bahais, full of love &and
kindness, When I was in Stuttgart thgy invited me to take an auto-
mobile ride t0 their country place, Morgenheim. The place is the
outer gymbol of the proverbial paradise., There are such wonderful
tall trees, and on their branches are perched many nightingales,



ever singing the songs of joy and bliss. It is most charming, and
a delightful place., A magnificent hotel with all the modern conve=
niences is built there. There are many baths for various kinds of
ailmen*ts and the country is green and verdant. We stayed there one
night, and the next morning returned to Stuttgart.. The distance 18
probadbly more than a hundred miles, but they were so loving and
kind that the fatigue of the journey did not affect us at all.
¥rs, Schwarz is one of the kindest and most hospitable women. She
is a believer, and assured, firm and steadfast in the faith. ¥r.
and Yrs. W, Herrigal are likewise confirmed in spreading the glad
tidings of the kingdom of Abha, They are busy day and night in the
gervice of the Cause, and the door of their home is open to all.
““isgs Alma ¥nobloch is another teacher of the movement. Ghe is now
in Leipzig engaged in the service of the kinpgdom, €he hiés & sister
in America, Warny Knobloch, who nc¢t only teaches the Cause, but
works and supports her sister in Qeraany zo that she may devote her
time entirely to the fragrances of the rose gurden of peace. In
ghort, I was most pleased with the believers of Cermany, and unin-
terruptedly did I supplicate for their confirmation., They are my
song and daughters and your brothers and sisters."

For supper he wag invited to the home ¢f Jaleh }ohammed,
a prominent citizen of Acca, where the Votosarref and other offi-
cials will also be prescnt, And so he left us te attend that
feast., One of the friends carried a light before hinm. The streets
of Acca are very dark ai night, ulthough one of the innovations of
modern regime is to occasionally harg wn oil lamp at long intere
vals., The lunes are infested with dogs, and when the night comes
around they fill the air with their howls and burks.

Aluaad Sokhrab,



Home of Banz'o'llah,

Acca, Syris, Dezember 15, 1915.
Dear Ffriends: _ .

The Garden of Rizwan, a mile outside of Acca, is a

historical and interesting place. It came into the possession
of BAHA'C'LLAH about eight years after His incsrceration in
this city. It originally helonged to & woman and was bought
from her by the Master. Two stresms of water flow through it.
I do not think the Garden proper 1is larger than an acre, dut
the eves of the whole Bahsl world are upon it. Abul Gasem has
been,and is yet, the gardener from the very beginning,

Once BAHA'0'LLAX told him: .

*God oreated the heavens and the earth, bul He hath

chosen for Himself the Garden of Rizwsnh and this He hath
glven you,"

gonsequently, Abul Gasem and Rizwan are inseparable.
¥ou cannot think of them sepabately. - Wnen the Garden of
Rizwan was turned over to him 1t had no flowers snd trees,
The soll coneligted of a kind of soft black mud called in
Porsign *Lajen®, which kxills the root of every species of
plant life, But his berseverance, ingenuity znd industry
overcame this difficulty. Inch by ineh he dug out the mud,
and filled ites place with sand and fertiligation. ~ In his
own words: *often I was in the mud and water up to my neck,"
This herculean task was accomplished with no other instruments
but a few spades and shovels, Consequently the old prophecy
that the desert shall blossom like unto & rose became lidepally
true, Today the Rizwan is one of the garden spots of the

earth and Abul Gasem is nroud of it, and all the Bshals re-
joice with hiin,

His heart is a garden of flowers, he sieaks in the
language of flowers, he is a flower himself, Would you
like to listen to him just for a mimite or two?

"Because the Beloved has returned to Acca the whole
world has become a rose garden, spreading its fragrances xll
around. I am radiantly happy because the imperishable Roge
of my heart has come back. It has filled Burope and America
with Its delicate odor, and all the nostrils are perfumed.
This*is the Thornless Rose, planted in the Rigwan of Perfec—
tion by the Hand of the Beauty of ABHA, He is the Gardener
of this Rose, and He has taken care of It and watered It until
It nas reached to this state of Comeliness and Grace. The
eyes are lightsned by beholding It. @ Just to 1look azain st
this Rose hes been the secret longing of my heart.
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During the lifetine of the BLESSED PERFECTION, one
day the Master was going to Tyre; he wanted to take me with
Him, $0 He sent me to Bahajee to fulfill some evrand. When
I reached there the BLESSED PERFECTION sent for me.

*Where are gou going3l® He deked.
*7he Master is going to tske me to Tyre,* I answered.

*Wery well,; always iisten to the Master. However

the Master speaks, I speak: and however I speek, the Master
speake, *

At another time someone called one of the sons of
the BLESSED PERFECTION by the name 'Master!'. He sent for
hig and rebuked him severely:

*¥e have not many ’MASTERS!’_here. Bveryone has
his own name, ‘There is only one *HMASTER', and He is the
GREATEST BRANCH, the Mystery of Godl!

Whenever the Master came from Acca to Bahajee
BAHA'O'LLAH would see Him from His window, and then c¢all aloul
to all his sons and Secretaries:

*Phe Master is comingi‘ The Master is comingi!?

EBveryone nust hurry downstalrs and out in the field
to weloome Him.

_ One day I went to the BLESSED PERPECTION and begged
Him to come to the Rizwan,

*Abul Gasen', He said, 'We are very busy.’

-1 answered: ‘!Your work is never finished, so it
is better to honor the Rizwan and have a rest.!

fWe have received many petitions, and these must be
answered,?!

*will there e an end to these petition?t

The BLESSED PERBECTION laughed, and came 1o the
Rigwan that very afternoon,

At gnother time I xilled 19 partridges and prepared
them for roasiing. Then I took trnem to the Bahajee, I sent
them to the kitchen with the message: 'to roast them well,
for tomorrow I am going to entertsin the most honored Guest in
the world.? They sent back word that they could not do it
without the permission of the BLESSED PERFECTION. Someone
went to Him and told Him, so He sent for ne,
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tAbul Gasem, I hear thou art going to entertain a
most honorgble guest. ffho is he? -

‘He 18 the BLESSED PERFECTIONI'

'Well, I did not know it; however, your lnvitation
is accepted.'

Then He ordered that the birds be roasted and other
dishes prepared., The next dey He was in the Rizwan, anc
stayed for seven days.,.

There is & room in the Rizwan in which BAHA'O'LLAH
lived whenever He went there. All the furniture, especinlly
the ohair upon which He sat, are objects of veneration.

The first night that I srrived in Acca Abul Gasem
came to me and said: _

"Plesse do something that the Msster may come to the
Rizwan. The trees and flowers may also have & shaore, They
are longing to meet Hin, I would love to give & greal
feast when He comes, but I cannot do.it now. During the
days of the BLESSED PERPECTION I used to give .any feasts,
but now the time has changed.” .

The industry of Abul Gasem is so great that out of
one onion of a certain xind of flower he made 2000, and one
vomegranate tree is the mother of 500 trees. In the Rizwan
there are about eight peacocks,and other anijmals,. Abul Gasem
has had a pet scheme for years but he hss not been able to
realize it. It is this: he likes to build a long hsll in
the entrance of the Rizwan, so that when the pilgrims coue
from gll parts of the world, as thev are doing nowadsys,
there may be a fitting place for feasts and entertainuments.

"When I heard," he said, *thst the Master is coming
to Acca, I worked for days to have everything in order; have
¢leaned. the rooms, dusted the windows and cleared the roads.
Now I am waiting for Him to shower His blessings upon my
endeavors.* : '

Today we have heard from Haifa that more pilgrins,
Hohammedans, Jews and Zoroestriang, have arr.ved from Persia,
and the Pilgrimst Home is filled with these Bahsais of various
nationalities and religions. Another delegation of Zoroas-
trians arrived from "Adaseyveh", and were in the Preselce of
the Beloved for several nminutes. In the worning He was out
for two hours, and in the evening He entertained many strang-
ers, :
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We are probably going to abep in Acca for another week, when
we return to Haifa. . '

ry am feeling very much better, God willing,
when we return to Hailfa we will engage in work, answering the
letters of the believers. The letters are piled up,"the
Haster said. :

Our Mirzs Mahmoud arrived in tihie afternoon, and
will pe wy room—uate the rest of our stay in Acca. Hirza
Noureddin, the brother of ilirza iMoneer, will arrive tomorrow,
I hear that our four American sisters have also permission
to come tomorrow, thus we are anticipgting their arrival,

These heavenly days of Acca are golden and never—to-

be-forgotten. They are so many leaves out of the Book of
Life, '

Ahmad Sohrab,



Bome of Baha'o'llah,
Acca, Syria, Deceumber 16,1915,

Dear Friends:

wnen the sea is lashed by the blowing of the winds
from the four corners Oof the earth, its surging wzves ascend
to the vault of heaven, and the voices of many waters reach
the ears. It over-ridcs =211 i1snmade barriers and dashes to
a thousand splinters the Titanies. 'Its storus and hurricanes
ngrass zll the mariners of experience, and its iupetuouns tor—
nadoes bring to the verge of despair all veteran captains,

God has intended that the 1ifc of every humsn being
be like unto s sea,' ¢Some of these seas are beaten into the
fury of a storm through the blowing of the winds of lust,
vassion, greed and frivolity, and thus you observe on their
gurfaces derelict ships of nopelessness, and thelr shores
strewn with the wrecks of despair. :0One 1s truly aghast by
lonking at the wreckage of so many lives, Bverybody nities
them, but very few are willing to risk their lives to save
on the other hand, there are seas which becoue tem—
pestuous through the blowing of the winds of Providence - Love,
Paith, Knowledge and Wisdonm. The ships sailing on these
divine segs are never wrecked but reach their harbors safely.
The mountainous waves of these spiritual oceans do mot destroy,
but confer life, Those voyagers who trust their lives in
the hands of the Captains of the ships traveling on these seas

shall ave no cause to regret, but will gain their destination
in due tine,

. BAHA'O'LLAH has wished that every Bahai may becone
a captain of the Ark of Salvation, and with the ohsrt of
salvation and the compass of keen susceptibilities sail over
those seas and save all those souls wiose lives are wrecked v
with the contrary winds of neglirence and indifference. They
must ever be busy and not idle, alert and not lazy, diligent
and not negligent, active and not indolent. Hourly they
mist proclaim’ the ooming of the Kingdom of Abha, the appear—
ance of the sun of Unity, the surging of the wawes of the sea
of Brotherhood, the dawn of the ages of the Purity of thought

agdlpge shining of the effulgences of the orb of the realiiies
of life, :

Prom this Home of the BLESSED PERPECTION for mary a
year enlisted and drilled the Aruy of Light, and then trans-—
ferred the Supreme Comrand into the hands of ABDUL BAHA, and
Departed for the Xingdom of Eternity. On the eve of His
Departure one could hardly point out:one soldier of Light in
any parts of the west, but now through the uniting and untiring
activities of the present Commander there are wmany thousands
who are already enlisted in this invinddblejiruy, and the re-~
cruiting officers are busy, and must get busier every day in
every part of the Occigent. '
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Many yesrs rolled by and our Commsnder—in-Chief,
after carrying every stronghold of opposition, and attracting
to the Standard of BAHA'O*LLAH the public opinion o£ the cive
ilized worlid, has returned to the Home of His Pather. Alnost
of the szame age, and His beard and locks as white as the
whiteness of snow, He lives in the same Room that His Glorious
Puther lived. Again frown this vaniage ground He directis the
ever increasing hosts of Light. The various regiuents of
this indomitainle army are maneuvering in different parts of
the world, and His eyes are uvon all of themn. Daily He
expects to receive the news of new soldiers enlisted, new
forces gathered around the #lgg of Truth, new regiments formed,
new energiles unfol@ed, new darings revealed and new victories
wOn. Are we not going to meke His heart happy during threse
last days of His 1ife?  Are we not vet capable of performing
some great services? Are we not yvet secasoned enough to
achieve our signal triuvmpnsy Will vwe ever press to our
hearts the petty plans and insignificant devices of smsll
minds? Are we not reglly able to free ourselves from the
fetters of self deception, and truly characterize our conduct
with the sttributes of the Beloved?. Are we not endowed with
the nualities of awakening the souls from their deep slwaber,
and causilg them 1o soar with the lusinous wings of the Bahal
Ideals towsrd the apex of Divine Perfections? Are we after
all so callious and deaf as not to hear the ravishing musiec
streaming down from the heavenly orchestra? Are we so slug—
gish ag to turn our backs to the golden opportunity offered
to us by the Hand of God? Has the effect of spirituzl spathy
so stunned us that we cannot make the slightest move toward the
right direction? Is our ambition so strophied that we cannot

raise 11 above the standardized level murked by the narrowness
of stunted minds?

If 8o, then let our lives be perished, and our
names effaged from the calendar of the Bahai world. Let us
hide ou¥ faces, covered with shaime and disgmace. Let us
forkld ourselves from assoclstion with this spiritusl congre-
gation, Let ue not soll the refulgent Revelation of
BAHA'O'LLAH with the elay and water of our own foolish ideas.
Let us not bring inharmony where harmohy was intended; dis—
cord where unity is the divine clarion; envy where love 1s
the dominsnt note; quarrels where peace 1 the prime object.

It is hoped that each one of us will 4o his very
utmost to win the good pleasure of ABDUL BAHA.  His good
pleasure is won through living in accord with the Commanduments
of BAHA'C'LLAH; 1o be cleansed from all selfish aims; to
become the embodiment of heavenly characteristlies; to sarve
the fause of Divine Civilization; to &iffuse the ¥Fraprances
of the Paradise of Akha; 1o announce the Glad Pidings of the

Kingdom of God; and to be the means of the illumination of
the world of humsnity. ‘
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Today the Beloved received many people from morning
111l noon, letting loose the flood of His Uttergnces in every
direction, and rising to the shining heights of Majestic
Inspiration when He addressed s Mohammedan Sheikh who dared

to show signs of prejudice because there were a few Christians
in the room: '

"MWy friends!  How long, how long these prejudices?
How long this dogmatic superiority? How long this fanatical
attitude? How long these superannuated iieas? How long
this ignoraneet How long this alienation?  How long this
seclusiveness? How long these stilted coneeptions? How
long, how long these dark clouds of separation?

Oh! My friends! Rend ssunder these flinsy cover=-
ings and let the One sun of Unity shine upon you!l Forget
these liaaginations and hold fast to the Strong Rove of
Fellowship! Banish these worthless ritusls and envelop
yourselves with the warm rays of Univergsl Ideals! Absndon
these phantasmal nightmares and let your hesrts become the
rose pardens of Spiritusl Brotherhood!  You are all the
children of One God;, vyou are the sheep of One Shepherd:; the
servsnts of One Lord; the pearls of One Sea; the fruits of
One Tree!l Why this enmity? Vhny this strangeness??®

Our American sisters arrived frowm Haifa sbout noon.
After dinner and tea they went with the Holy Pamily to vieit
the Blessed Tomb of the BLESSED PERFTECTION. Although 1t
rained all day they did not mind it at all. They are the
guests of the Perily for tonight, and will return tomorrow to
Haifa and await further return of the kaster,

In the evening the HMaster came down and for more thah
an hour He syoke, first with the believers, and then with the
strangers, He described to them the wonderful bangue¥$ given
to Him in Washington and New York, ahd how the faces and the
hearts were radiant sn those oeccasions, Then He spoke about
the sacredness of the Holy Lend, the rarity of its atwmosphere,
the beauty of its memories, and the wholesomeness of its water.
The very fact that God gave this land as a heritage to Abraham
and his descendants shows that it is a sacred ground.

Moses, all the minor and ajoxr Prophets, and His Holiness
¢hrist appeared froi this land, and filled the world with the
Lights of Heaven: '

"While I was traveling in the West, often I vraved in
the middle of the nights: Y0 God! ' Confer unon we the joy
of agein visiting the Holy Land!l And He granted my
supplications! "

Ahmasd Sohrib,.
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L ’ - ‘-““Acoa, Syria Decamber'l7 1913.
Dear Friandge-t &u: R :

: > The more JI*?‘l!.‘vb fn‘ “hie holy home the greater becomes the
feeling of my - “unworth fness.’ ﬁnd the ‘deeper my. recognition of divine
graces. ‘Now'we arezﬁbo near ithe -gource ‘of all the: baatowals Lo re=
alize 'in all’ the1r‘bekrings “the: meanings of these events ‘put what
will be.the emotiong of the pilgrims of ‘the future generations who
shall come from: alls parta -of “the globe to visit these: luminous
spota- with their: saaredirhmains» ‘We are -living daxly ina movement
while its history is bedvgshaped by thieé Center of the Covenant,
and -he “i8 laying ths foundation o0f a universal religion: adaptable
to- the neéds ‘and- reqnirementa ‘6f 'all - people. The Magter has lived
amnong “& ‘péople -whe' ﬁweﬁbﬁiy ‘do mot eare to bother “their minds with
these universal ' ideals*~but they g0 to sléep if one gtarts to ex~
plain thenm $0 them," They ‘are as far from these world conceptions
as the-dead man-is from life, yet the Waster knows exactly how to
entertain them; and how 't conceal his real thoughts-from them,
thus not throwing” jcwelq before ‘swine, neither filling ola bottles
with new wines,  This *I-may’ 111ustrate . by the following “incident I
. heard to-day:' A year BF s ago there was ‘held a 'méeting of the
prominent ‘cltizens'6f “Accd, -and ‘one of-the Persian Bahais (the one
vho related’ $t 40 'WeY %és praaent.- ‘Tt ‘8o happened that one of -
these rien,” ‘having ‘T fvéd 24n Puropé ‘for many years," ‘had ‘mastered the
intricactes of ‘the 'BAglIsH Xanguage, Therefore our Bahai friend,
having just received a package of newspapera containing long artie
cles on'the principles ‘of -the movement, and extracts from the ad~
dresses of the Béloved, ‘handed it to him. The man, reading the
headings, ‘*Orieéntal’ Prophet * "Persian ‘Wise Man," becomes intereste
ed, ‘and continues in’ “his* perusal. For three hours he reads. Then.
he raigseg His haa&'and ‘Bay8:’ 'Gentlemen, I must ‘confess ‘that I am
astonished." “Abbas Efferdl has lived amongst us for forty years,
and we did ‘mot" aﬁpreéiatﬁ”htm. "See how he has -turned Burope and
America With his'grand<ideas, and how professors, ministers, polis=-
ticians and reformefs’ are’ 1itera11y sitting at his feet to-learn
from him’ “YHe ripaat renulta 0f "nis - -inspired” 1ntellect. "How 'blind -
we ‘were all these forty ‘years to'Yis true station, and: vet he '
walked: among us, “talked ‘with 'us, supported our poor stimulated our
thoughts; extended by*woras and -deeds the houndarles of our hearts,
refreshed our g irfﬁs*byvthe geniality of hlS presence ) and cone
soléd :our “despondent-1ives.< Oh, how blind we werel - “Hence you obw
sarve that the effect of the Belaved's voyage to the West has had
the most unexpédte& gpt nﬁe in ‘the nogt pecul iar manner. This is,
ot courae Jﬁst ‘the égin ’the limmering 1ighty ¢f this glori-
ou's dawn;'the riéing’of‘ﬂhf divine sdn from-the Wedt. '~ The reports
of those wondrous megtingq are: permeating slowly throughout all the
gstrata 'of “theé eastern sdﬁfeties. Every pilgrim who leaves the
presence of the’ Belovea ‘takés back his 0wn'version of the story.
The néwspapers are®ading their part in teaching; the heralds of the
Cause are contributing their share of propaganda, The friends are

fired with a new resolution and are co- operating with their western

brothers and sisters. in this spiritual crusade,

I heard three other little stories which I hope will bore
no one if I incorporate them herein. One of the inhabitants of Ac~
ca, owing to some sad financial reverses, contemplated suicide. Af~
ter sunset hewant to his room, shut the door, sat down hehind his



desk, and wrote a long letter of explanation, in which he expressed
the hope that the community would forgive him when they came to
learn of his rash act. Having finished his letter, he sealed it
and took his revolver out of a drawer.. He was trying to fill it
with powder and cartridge when he heard a tap on the door. His
heart stopped beating and caused him to cease his preparations,
Then, having heard & louder knock, he hid the revolver and hastened
to open the door. Lo and behold, it wag the Master He came in,
and without letting him know that he had suspected anything went on
talking, and strange to say consoling him, YLittle by litile the
man saw the pendulum of his suicidal thoughts Bwinging the other
way, and found himself in a meore cheerful mood. After an hour the
Master left the room, and without telling him anything laid on the
table a small purse, At first the man did not sse 1t, and after a
while he fell back into hig former despondent mood. Reptleasly he
went out to walk around so that he might come to a final conclue
sion, when his eyes fell on the purse. ' He grasped it eagerly, and
opening it found enough Fnglish pounds 10 pay off hls debts and
gstart life anew,

There was another man in Haifa who had a large family,
Faving been out of work for some time, he was at kis wits end how
to support them, He sold and pawned everything of value in. order
to keep the wolf away from the deoor, Then he started to borrow
money from his friends. At last he came to the point where he had
nothing to sell, no more friends from whom to borrow money, and no
work whereby to earn money to feed his people. One day, just be-
fere sunset, he turned his face toward heaven and begged God to come
~teo his succor. That night all of them slept without any dinner,;
they had not evan bread. BRBarly in the morning sowebody knocked at
the door. It was Basheer, sent hy Abbas Xffendi, Vhen the man
came to the Master he inquired about his health, and wus told that
yesterday before gunset he came to his mind. After some more talk,
the Reloved gave him enough money to cover &all his debts, get his
property from the pawnbroker, and find work for hinm.

A foreigner desired .to meet the Yaster, He was a lesarned
man and 02 course he had many questions to ask. It 30 happened that
at the time he could not find an interpreter. T¥Finully after much
search he found an Arab., Apparently he wished to have his own in-
terpreter., Whon he entered the presence of the bBeloved he started
to speak, and, to his astonishment, the Master answered all of his
uuestiona one by one without the need of his asking one question.
le was perfectly satisfied and went away. with much wonder in his
heart, because he had not breathed any of his questions to a single
Souls

All day and night the Yaster was speaking with the believe
ers and strangers. In the affernoon he called us t¢ his ocwn room,
and I read to him &« package of letters. ‘They are now accunulating.

"Wy vigit to the holy threshold of the jlesscd Perfection
bestowed upon me good health. Now I am ready Tor work.”

In the morning, im his room, he spoke at length to our
American sisters, and he chanted for them the visiting tdblet.

Ahuwad Sohrab.
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: wBahaixl’ilgrrima' ‘Home, Mount Carmel
- JERRN Haﬂfa, Syria, December 19, 1913.
Dear. Frlendsn- e azlf..u &n@ %u“”

Ofnoourpgnyhusdid&not oxpect that T should‘stay in Acca
all the time, .and:that.Ivehould. have the pleasure-of writing to you
every. day frqm the: "Home. of  Baha'o '1lah," a:privilege that is rare
but not permanent;: divine:butanot: human, oelestial but not materi-
al. ' The home- of: the Bleesed Pérfection is heaven on edrth, the at=
mosphers is. spirltual. Ats blessings are manifold, its lights are’
manifest, its sacrednesa:is.felt; .its beauty is. supernatural, ite
mute vibrations arg:eloquent; and its innate. earth’is priceless.
Its view of the sea. 1s.matchleas, and the panorama of ¥Mount Carmel
in the. far .f T, is-subl ime. ! (The wonderful days are.ever memorable,
. and the beauty of -the- holiness of my experience will never be for=
gotten -1.shall ever-tres&sure them . in the' casket of my heart, and
make them a.stepping -etone :for .further advancement of- splrztual .
life and uplifting mental and intellectual experience. God has been
most gracious and boynteoun, ‘and «in order -to ‘thank him'befittingly
for his graces and bounties we must incorporate them:into our con«
stitutions, and make them live 'in -us with greater emphasis and ac-
centuatzon, atherwigse we: qhall be consldered l1ike dried trees, ir=
responsive ‘of, the magie touch . .of springiand the wafting of the gens
tle breszes. The jpurposs. of .creation has been and is-that every
one of usg nay ‘became A8: fruit baaring trees, otherwise 'we shall be
fit only for the fire::to burn,: Hence those who have ‘had the prive
ilege of living in the plessed.home leave it most reluctantly, but
their hearts are inspired: with the .8pirit, their minds are illumin-
ated with a light, and theirifeet. are steadfast ‘in the: Cause, bew
cause they have had.at lgast a dim realization of. theulrresistzble
vitality. of thia movement, haying gained a cleared cenception of
what it means to be: a:Bahai. . What a weighty possibility this is!?
Thus for the:present. the‘ﬂcene is~changed from poessibility to this;
thus for the present the.gcene is changed from the lord of hosts in
the . whit-e city.of God: i the Bahai Pilgrims! -Home on-Mount: Carmel.’

.. When I awake: @h&simorning the thought that was presented
to my mind was, not that of departure from Acca, but whén I went in-
to the.other house and: spoke; to the pilgrims, and listened to what’
they had. to say, & thangeicame: over. me.. When everybody was present
the Master caco dewn; and.after.giving a short. talk, which will be
given .toward: the-end of this: letter, -he said’ that the ‘pilgrims, af=’
ter eating -their lunchz  should.go, to the garden-of Rizwan, there -
visit the room of Bahalo!llal, see¢ the.avenus through wh1ch he " -
called and, chanted the. tablets and supplications; then Abdul Baha
shall serve them. tea;snd.the;pomegranates grown in-the Rizwan; from
the parden.they shall proceed directly to the station and depart
for Haifa, angd herwould.come himself to-morrow. :Mirza‘Malmoud,
H;rza Hayder 4Ali gﬂlrza?noureddang and thls humble servant were al-
8¢ included-.in bﬁg DALY ¢ spile Toal VT, ams
. N dldmnqtago ,0ithe ‘Rizwan. becausa I had some wrzting to
do huu I wag presant at the station half an:hour before the set
txme for the- geparture ¢f-the;train, By and by all the pilgrims
were gdthered and there were fourteen happy souls that faced the:
home on Hount Carmel. After an hour we filed out of the train and
were walking again through the muddy streets and climbing the steps
of the mountain. In ons place there weore about eighty or ninety
-Bteps to ascend, a difficult task Tor the old men. When we reached




the house all the believers hailed us with open arms and warm greet-
ing. Fach person was anxious to know when the Beloved would come
and how was the condition of his health, At present the pilgrimaf
home is filled with pilgrims, There are more than thirty of them,
and only four sleeping rooms. Of course, there are one or two beds
in each room, but not enough for all thess people. The floors of
the rooms are covered with mats and rugs, and thus they sleep on
the floor. There ars no matiresses or coverlets., In the room wherse
I sleep there is not even the place for the dropping of a pin, but
we sing and chant prayers and supplications till long after mid-
night. <hese people have no other idea, entertain no other hoype,
think of nothing else save the Cause and its propagation. I had
joined with them in the singing of the Bahai song when an incildent
related to me by the Master oame to my mind, wheh he said one time
in Bagdad seven or thirteen believers lived in one room and note
withstanding were joyful. "When I heard this story I little dreamed
that this historical even could be exactly duplicated, and that I
should be a happy participant in it, The happiness of these young
ahais is truly infectious. They are satisfied with so little, and
+oam cultivating their habits and idealistic aspirations. They do
certainly practise plain living and high thinking. They set theme
selves in accord to the will of Uod., Of themselves they have no
will, and welcome even misfortunes with scerene brows and calm coun=
Lunance. .

As last night the Beloved was talking for more.than two
hours about his American.-irip, -this morning he referred to it,

"Lagt night some of these people asked me about my experi-
gncey in America, and I spoke to them in detail,

"In reality the present religions are very unjust and un=
fair towards us, for from the day. of the appearance of His [loliness
Christ up to the present day there has appeared not a 31nple person
w0 could come out beldly in the synagogues ¢f the Jews and pro=-
claim unequivocally that Christ was the son of Cod, and the spirit
of God, and that Mohwimed was the prophet of God.

"When we were in New York we met & distinguished gentle-
wan from India. The day that we delivered an address in a church
ke happened to be present and listened to the precofs establishing
the validity of the mission of Mohammed. He wus beside himselfl
with joy and could not believe that such a thing was possible in
thie West, MNot only thig, but people without any prejudice heard
the address, the minister afterwards expressing his gratitude, and
the audience their approval and pleasure.

“During this voyage, although we were in a state of utter
veakness, yet the confirmatiomsof the Blessed Perfection were wav-
ing like unto the sea. Whenever we entered or started tov speak, we

.observed that the doors of inspiration were openad from all direc=

ticng, and the rays of the Sun of Keality were shining upon us. Bee
Tore entering a church, a synagogue, or a meeting, I turned my face
towards the kingdom of Abha, and for a few minutcs supplicated for
divine aid and succor. Then, when I enteéred, T beheld the confirw-
mations of the Blessed Beauty waving over that meeting and urging
me to speak. Then I spoke."

Thus the Beloved brings to these thirsty ones the fresh
water of spiritual life, wisdom and knowledge. They listen to him
with joy and happlness, and carry away with them his words. WFany
of them write accounts of their experiences, especially the Jewish
Bahais who are alive to the exigencies of this day and eager to
spread the fragrance of the paradise of God. -

‘ Armad Sohrab.



Bahsal Pilgroms' Home, kounl (armel,
Haifa, Syria, Dec. 20, 1913,
Dear FPriends.
A perfect day of sunshine, cloudless sSky anc &i-
brosial eir. From one hour hefore sunrise to the tiiie when
1% set behind the western horigon, tinting the heavens with
rose and pink, I had a glorious, grand time, doing simply
nothing. My own *sunrise poroh" is at*chtlnr the at.antion
of other pilgrims, hecause they find e every morning feasting
ay eyes and soul. "What =ve vou doing there?" they ask ne,
as they step out. "I ai contemplating the divine beauby of
this sublime nanorama,®" I answer them, Indeed, &1l the great
travelers who have seen a great deal ~f the world, when they
cosle to Mount Carmel are inspired with its scenic grandeur
andvits naxural panorans, Mountsin snd sea, plains and mead-
ows, sunrise and sunset, wild flowers, hills and dales, are
closgly 1nte“1a&ed together, each adding to the eharnm and
attraction of the other, and heighténing the artistic effect
of the whole in a marvelous and magical snner,

I drink my tes on the "sunrige porch', and then

Arink the nectar of the imperial scenery stretched all around
me, I pray there, and then chent the (Qormmmunes. The swnirit
of holinese pervades every part of this sscered mountain, and
on every turn one is constantly reminded of the lives of those
Godlixe men who have brought the Gospel of Light to & world
logt in the darkhess of unbelief and bigotry. Thus, if one
ig truly thoughtful he osannot help but Pashion his life af ter
the rough-hewn and sturdy lives of these patriarchs of old

and enrich the store house of his existence by adspting 1n a
modern spirdt their self sacrifieing examples and sterling
principles. As they have been the guides of huumenity, they
have availed themselves of every vlsn to huusnize it ana
energize it eith the higher ideals of the Kingdom. If the
pure rivers of their\Jeschings were not mddied with human
ideas, they would have even today allaye: the thirst of those
who are searching asfter Tmuith. '

Thus we see the majority of the people are swinming
in the sea of supergtitions anll catching eagerly at the coun—
terfeit life saving boats to keep them afloat longer in the
stream of false religlous events flowing from priestcraft
sourees, Their journey is not conducted on the terrs firums
of spiwitval verities, and often you see them so thoroughly
at sea as to find them wandering into the wildest latitudes,
with no other pilot than traditions. They are delighted to
have credulity pulling st their osrs, the variable and fluc-
tuating breezes of jiwitations filling their sails, and their
rudder in the hands of various ecclesiastical authorities
distinguished for nothing but their religious prejudices
snd hstred for each other, and who would be without distiinciion
of any kind if they were divested of itneir prejudices.
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This wmay be counted one of the reasons why we sre
reveatedly admonished in this Rovelation to hold fast to
Reality, and be ever open minded to hail the Light no matter
from what horizon It dawns; %o love the Rose no matter in
which soil It has grown:; to admire the Beautiful no matier
in what form It apoears; to be always thirsty even if we are
livinz beside the River of Life: and be alwavys hunzry
although we are sitting around the Heavenly Table.

Today a large nunmber of the pilgrims went to the
¥onastery, where it is said BAHA'O'LLAH stayed three nights.
The rsom in which He lived is known to only a very few believ-~
ers. Therefore I am waltillg 3 better chance. Meanwhile,
all morning I was lounging in the sun and listening to the
thrilling,story of Ebne Asdag about his fsther, and his own
services #n the Cause. I have asked him to write them down,
so that I may take hold of them in & tangible fors,

Ia the afternoon Mirza Hohsen brought tiue good
news thst the Msster will srrive in the evening, and will
welcome all the believers in His home., While Mirzs Mohsen
w8 here he recalled the time, 35 or 40 years ago, when none
of the h.mdred houses of today existed.

"In those days only one steamer a month stopped in
Hzifa. Therc was hardly any business or transsction going
on. After some years and the appearshce of the signs of
activities, the schedule was extended to one every two weeks;
but what =z contrast with our present :conditions that often
seven vessels are anchored in the harbor, and four or five
steamers stop weexly to lozsd and unload nerchandise. in
those days when a atesmer stopped in Haifa once in every fif-
teen days, the pllgrime' arrival and departure were so arrangsd
that they might leave at thne end of two weeks. At one time
one of theldaechers of the Csuse, when the hour of his depart-
ure arrived, and the steaimer was going to sail away, not to
return but after fifteen days, sent word to the BLESSED
PERFECTION that fifteen days' visit was not enough for him,
thzt he wes yet thirsty and longed for pemission to stay
longer. BAHA'O'LLAY accepted his réquest, and thus he knew
thzt for two —eeks he would not have.to disturb his thougnts,
When his time came to an end,the steamer loomed large on the
horizon, he went straight to ABDUL BAHA znd begged Him to go to
the BL#SSED PERFECTION and supplicaté in his behalg another
pernission to stay till the next steamer. The Master did
50, and the consent was granted. 0t course this paeticulsr
teacher was exultant over the priviléege, and probably was
evolving other plans in his mind when, three days before the
arrival of the steamer, BAHA'O'LLAH sent for him?
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Yow,' He said, 'you have no other excuse. Vou have
asxed Me and the Master twice for the posdponewent of your
trip, and periaission has been granted you, How there is
no one else to 1nteroede for you. You must lezve with the
coming steamer.'

The teacher was, of ocourse, all submission, but had
one utowy to illustrate his case:

*Tn the tinme of Haroun-sr-Rashid there was a uwan who
claimed to be =2 Prophet and thet God sent to him many revela-
tions. The authorities got hold of him and brought him vefore
the Khalif, Looking at his ragged aprearance the Khalif
realized that his pretentions to re¥elations were more through
hunger and starvation rather than verity; so he ordered hus
menn to take hinm to the roysgl kitchen .snd spresd before him a
sumptuous repaet and provide him toothsome viands, A month
o two elapsed over this incident, and one day the Khalif
reimembered the Prophet, He sent for him, :nd when he appeared
in the sudience chamber he observed that the man was well
dressed and had grown to be very good looking.

tWell,' the Khalif ssid, 'tell me, hnst thou received
any revelati: ns from on High these days?!

'Yes, my Lord!' he answered.

The Xhalif became astonished and for a minute his
conscience smote him that perhaps he has ¢ruelly treated =
real Proyhet. . Gaining, however, his bearing, he asked.

'What has been the nature of thy recent revelations??

*iy lord, God through His Mercy revealed this in-
jimetion to me: Do not move from the household of the Khalif{
Tor it is cogy and a smug place for & tired old man like thee.

BAHA'O'LLAH laughed over the story, but insisted
upon the departure of our dear teacher, and he had to depart
ho matter how reluctantly.®

In the evening ell the believers and the pillgring
gatheredin front of the door of the house of the Beloved.
They wers derloyed into two long eolumns on the two sides of
the garden, and as He alighted from the carriage and walked
betveen the dwo regiments of the soldisrs of the Kingdom,
they bowed to Him, and He gheeted them with His heavenly word:

"Marhsebal Marhabalt
In the recevtion room He spoke to thelw a few mimtes,
telling them the cause of Hils rathexr long stay in Acca, and

describing the charm and the beauty of the plain around the
Tomb of the BLESSED PERPECTION.

Ahmed Sohrsgn,



Bghai Pilgrims' Home, Mount Garmel,
Haifa, Syria, December 21, 1915,
Dezr Priends: ' :

When the Beloved was in Acca a very important meet—
ing was held in His house, the echos of which reached ny ears
today; and as He was busy from morning till evening receiving
important functionaries, and I did not see Him except in the
afternoon for a few minutes, I will devote the next few pages
to the descrdption of thaet meeting.

Sheikh Assad is the Acca-Hgifa Representstive bfy
the Turkish Parliament. He 1s lively, indelligent nan, anf
g2 firm friend of the Master. On his return from Constantino-
vle, and passing thro' Alexandris, He called on the Beloved
with the Representastive from Bammanusfh It seems that after
the arrival of the Master in Acca, one night shelkh Assad
gathered together many c¢ivil and official men of the city and
¢alled on Him to welcoome His arrival,

At first an orator of note delivered an eloguent
adiress of welcome, eulogizing the Master's virtues ana great-—
ness, When he had finished the talk, Sheikh Assad mose from
his seat and gave a stirring talk, the purport of which mey be
summed up =8 follows:

"If the followers of religions interpret the contents
of the Heavenly Books in sccord with sclence and resson, they
will find them filleda with predictions concerning the apvearance
of Hig Holiness BAHA'O!LLAH and His Holiness ABDUL BAHA.

But beceuse the theologlians of every religion have interpreted
these Holy Writs in the light of their imperfect reasoning,
they nhave missed the true meanings, aind thus have czused &
gource of difference and prejudices. . Conseguently, in order
to prove to you the greatness of the Station of Abbas Effendi
I shall not quote to you the Verses of the Divine Bopks, dbut
shall satisfy you with presenting for your careful considera~
tion one single Tact, logical and reascnable, It is this:

It is one of the cardinal principles of the Paith
of the Islamic world that His Holinegs Moham:ed was the Prophet
of God. He conferred moral education and trained the wild
tribes of Arabisg. The Arsbian civilization in Spain and
Bagdad became 80 briltiiant in its traces that Furope was a
great borrower, snd the Mohammedam conhgquerors and sovareigns
carried their conquests to the heart of Furope. Notwith-
standing all these visible signg of power and might, you do
not find in history even an isolsted case that such and such
a person mentioned the name of Mohammed with honor and respect;
how mich more to prove thet He was a ‘Prophet. Vev His Holil-
ness Abbas Effendi for the last three years and a half, while
traveling all over Furope and America &nd delivering lectures
in churches, synagogues, meetings, conventions, ete.,, has
unegquivoezlly established the validity of the Praphethood of
Mohankzed, and has upheld the (Csuse of Islan. This simple,
vet irresistable, argument broves to you how great is the
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knowledge, the coursge, and the Power of Abbas Effendi,

God, through His Bounty, had given this Peerless
and Mstechless Bestowal to the people. of Acea, but we did not
realize His spiritusl worth nor did we recognige Him. Ve
had 1o wait until He went away from is, filling the world with
His thoughts, thus the swift winged press bringing to us the
echoes of His .achievements, Wow it is indisputably proven
to us that the Presence of thils Blessed Being was for no
other put our tranquility and comfort. Heving returned to
us after this long Jjoubliey, we Deg of God to assist us in the
performance of that which is pleasing to Him, and that we ::ay
amend the rast by diligently working for the future.

After a Tew Prelininary remarks, the Master said:

*During the Dispensstion of Hohasmmed there lived two
poets in Hecca. One composed a great euleogy yraising Mohammed;
the other wrote a sa$ire. VWhen the lwo poems were rresented
to Hdm He highly praised both, and commended the endezvors of
each. Those who heard Him were rather astonished, and did not
know what to make of it, They said:

*This man has extolled you, the other has condemned
you. How is it that you comimend both?!?

Mohammed answered: tBoth of theme men heve

ref%bcted their own feelings, and disclosed their inner
sta eS.

Similarly, the praise that: you have mentioned in
your talk is the reflection of your own hearts.*

Vhile I was listening to the recital of the above
talks Ebne Asdag was present, and he also remewbered a sioxy
of one of his former visite {0 Acca:

"One day," he said, "we followed the Master tc the
Holy Tomd of BAHW'O'LLAH. When He ha¢ finished chanting the i
Visiting Tablet, soneone knoecfed at the opposite doom. Phe i
Trlaved wont in, and after s few mimites emerged, a few, gentle
smiles playing on His face. Wi e went ooy He asked me:

*Did you know whet I was smillng for?  There was &
rerson inside who called mne. Wasn I entered, he said:

1Tgo yesrs 8go I came to you znd exclaiied that you
are the Chief of all the Iufigels. Now I want to tell you
that you are NOT an Arch-Infidel.!'"

Then the Master laughed and sald:

"In either case he hes not understood, he is just
revealing the state of his own con°01ousness. We must be
kind to such people,* :

Halia and Acca are full of otories were I t0 know
how to get hold of them,

Ahnsd Schrab.,



Bahai Pilgrims' Home, Mount Carumel,
Haifa, yria, Decerber 23, 1915,
Dear Friends:

Have you ever walked on the Mountain of God, with
trillions of stzrs looking down and shining over you;  %he
gentle breezes whispering into your ears, the silent thoughts
of many ages past commining with you, the Divine Idea of the
Plgee enveloping you, the saoredl reflections Pushicg you on
and on? Night?! Ah me! I{ is not night with gil these
stars illumining_ your path. Alone?. You are not alone
while you are surrounded by ai: iwe Invisible hosts of the
anzels of friendship. Lonely? 1Mo, indeed. A few thousznd
fcet from where thou art the Beloved of thy heart is living.
Then continue thy walk through rocky roads and narrow bywavs,
and let thy spirit be immersed in the estatic sea of the syir-
itnzl atrosphere of this Holy Spot, fod hzs chosen this
mountaln for His own for this latter day Revelation, so that

1e nay crown its past history with the present Diadeln for all
the future generations,

It is about midnight and I have just returmned from
a long remble over the mwountain, A1l the pillgrdias and the
believers are asleeP, and I am commning in spirit with those
far western friends. Qut of the deriness of this night there
haa dawned a glorious Luminary of Love and affection, encirc—
ling all the hesyts with the golden chain of eternsl friend-~
ship., The hearts break forth into the songs of glsiness,
the joy of Pesce overflowing, and the gardens of Ideal Con-
giliation aflorned, The Power of the Spirlt of ABDUL BAHA is
uniting us in a twinkle of asn eye, even if we are thousands of
miles apart. <We live and move and have oux lives through His
Will, In the tire of darkness angd sorrow He is the Steff of
our comfort. When the silent enemies put their wits together
in order to misrevresent our motives we ery to Him for succor
and aid. When the biting tongue of criticism eirculztes
fslee revorts sgainst us we pray to Him for light. Yhen the
seeming friends do their utmost fo poison the minds azainst
us by allusions and insirmstions vwe suyplicate Him to: forgive
them, Jealousy and envy force some peonle to do most un—
grateful things to those they oalled their friends, and they
will not let any grass grow under thelr feet until they aimn
tielr poisonous asrrows toward the object of theilr envy.
They probably do ot reslize that those srrows dsrt back to
themselves without inflicting the slightest harm to the objeet
8t wnich they were ained. They destroy the founhdation of
their own reputation with the axe of envy, and they kil
their ovn veracity with the axe of jeglousy.

Those who heave made up thelr nminds to work for the
Csuse will not become dishesrtened by such events, nor the
bickerings of the enemies will decrease one lots of their
resolution, The moon will not stop silvering the landscape
becruse the dogs are barking; the lamp will not become exting-
uished beczuse the blind man camot see 1it; the nightingsale
willl not become silent beeeuse the reeen is orowing; +the sun
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shall not declare " I will arise no longer from the Bast because
the black stone does not reflect my rays;" the rose will not
refrain from diffusing its fragrance because there is no one

to inhsle its perfume; sand the rain will not cesse its down-
pour because out of the salty grounf nothing shsll grow.

Weak 1indeed is one's falth if he turns his back upon the Truth
bacause so and s0 from his hiding place has criticieed him, or
fabricated false reports sbout hin, It is better for such
sneaxish people to conceive in the light of day thely wsspish
and underhanded tricks and double dealing will not avail them;
for the unerring judgment of the wise will see through their
rather gossamer excuses, Straightforwasrdiness, faithfulness,
sincerity and open handedness will add to their character,
guffering them to be loved by gll and hated by none. The
sceret motives of everyone will becocame manifest and the nopular
nere of today may be dregged down from his high pedestal
tomorrow; except those servanis who Have no will of their

own and who are ever longing bo attain to the station of humil-—
ity, nothingness, evanescence and complete severance.

Prom early norning till 6 olclock the Master was
busy receiving Gasmmagam, Moftil, and other high dignitaries
of Heifa, and in turn paying back their visits, About seveln
o'olock ail the pilgrims were in His hone. As there were
more thean 80 men, He sent word downstelrs thet they be divided
into two parties. The large roow was filled witihh the first
contingent, '

He saldg:

Uperom morning till now I have been continually
speaking. Sometines speaking on certalin occasions aid for
come people becomes obligatory, and then if one chooses
silerce he becomes responsible bhefore God, Thig was one of
those days, It wae incumbent upon me to spesk with these uwen
in getail in order to neutrsiize and set al nesught the effect
of feglse reports and fabricsztions wvhich have preceded us.
These People have been hesrporing the idea that we are the
enewwies of all the Prophets, especially Hohamied, How it is

rede elear to them that we uphold the pure Teachings of
Mohaimed. * :

Then with an inspired eloquence He told them about
the religious procession in Denver, and its contrast with the
early simylicity of Christ's 1ife, When He tells the peovle
of this drasatic story they are moved into tears. This wug
nost enjoyed by all the believers,
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Then the next party csme in, and sgain the room was
filleds

*0 God! Inorease their numbers!' He said, as He
locked over all the upturned faces reflecting His joy.

"I have been feeling very well, I am now sleeping
regulally.”

*hien He told them again,witih :mueh detail, His

conversation with the Persian princes in Paris on "Whet will
be the future of Persia?® o

When we returned home all the pilgring were clamoring
for coples of these two F¥alks, beczuse they were Ly far the
longest informal Talks they have nhad the pmivilege to hesr.
Ifore than twelve young men sat around the takle, snd I dicta-—
ted to them Pfrom my note book, When I told them thst I will

dictate tomorrow morning, they drowned me with a unanimous
shout of "Nof" :

At present there ave Arsbs, Turks, Jews, Mojamme-
dane, Zoroastrians and Persian Bahals living togethed in the
Pilgrins' Home with the utmost love and unity.

Ahnsd Sohrab.



Berhal Pllgroms! Home, Mount Carmel,
Haifa, Syria, December 2%, 1918.
Dear Priends: _
The Beloved of thy heart hath come, be'tnou not
sad; the Mightingale of thy love is singing; rejolce; the
Yoice of the Invisible Herald is raised, be thou not unhavpy;
the tree of thy life is ;utting forth the verdant leaves of
hobe, be thou enraptures; the candle of the Holy Spirit is
enkingleg in the court of thy mind, feed its flame; the flow-
ers of the human affection are blushingly daiffusing their
fragrances, water thelr roots with thy hands; the cup of thy
agpirations is overflowing, do thou not upset it heedlessly;
the river of thy spiritusl life is becoming purer and purer,
¢o not pollute it; the palace of thy glorious future is in
the process of construction, do not lay an axe at its founda-—
tion; +the Hand of Divine Mercy hath raised the from the nadir
of nuwailigtion to the zenith of honor, thank thou God for this
Bounty; the Rock of Ages 1s thy support, be thou confident;
the clouds of the heavens of Inspiration are pouring wpon thee,
be thou radiant; the waves of the bottomless Sea of Knowledge
are passing over thee, be thou unafradd; the stars of the
Horizon of Assurance are illuminating thy path, push forward;
the spiritusl angels of the Heavenly Father are reinforoing
thee, keep thou a serene face; the invulnerable hosts of
stesdfastness are sustaining thee, be thou undaunted; the
unconguerable army of firmness are befriending thee, be thon
valiant. :

ABDUL BAHA has prepared for thee a resplendent
Crowvn, protect it from the hands of the envious; the Yeast
of the Lord is ppread, puaritake of its delic=zciles; and the
mezdow of thy existence 1s carpeted with the sweet fiowers of
tenderness andé sympathy, let them become imperishable and
never fading. The highest station is destined for thee,
strive to attamn to it; the most s»iritusl conditioen is
ordzined for thee, fly teward it. Let not the criticisnm of
the enemies withhold thee, nor the contumacious insinuations
of the foes discourage thee, Thou srt living sbove these
vetty echemes of ill-will and malice, They cre like the chaff,
which will be carried away by the strong wind.and leave 0
trace behind it. Do thou not heed the idle talus of the
gossip nongers, nor give an ear to their wild and incpherent
breoding in the far distance, They are like bats in dsarkness.

Todzay I received a big package of letters and many
backages of newspapers and magazines from our beloved brothers
and aisters across the ocean. They imparted good cheer to
the heart, putting one in touch with all the believers in
different psrts of the world, and reinforeing the excellent
boné of love between the East and the West, I wish in this
inmpersonsl way to offer my deepest thanks and gratitude to all
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the believers for their generous thoughts in behalf of this
unworthy servant, In the past, besice keeping this Dizry I
have trled to correspond individu+lly with tlLiose who have tsken
the troudble to write me versonal letters; but from now on,
with the kind permaission of the friencs, I desire to retire
Trom this fielid.  Everyone can testify that this correspon—

gnee nas been purely syiritusl. There has been no mstarial
profit to be gained, and no personal subition to be furithered.
The Love of BAHA'O'LLAH and ABDUL 'BAHA hes teen the sole ceause
of our letter writing; but in considering certain reasons the
other day I wrote s letter to the believers 10 discontime
writing me any letter, personal or otherwise, but corresiond
DIRECT with the CENTER OF THE COVENANT.

I incorporsate herein a copy of the letter, so that

all the friends of BAHA may kindly comply with this humble
requests :

"For the last year the boelievers of God have been
kind enough to write me now and then a few personal letters,
and in some ceses enclose their petitions addressed to the
Beloved. This was all »ight as long as I was living in
Baypt; but because I azm now living in Syria c¢ircumstances are
of a differeat nsture, Therefore, my request of the friends
in America and Burope is to discontinue entirely thelir kindly
sorrespondence with me, nor sho:ld they send me any Newspapers
and magagzines, The address of the Mester will continue the
sane: ‘ .

ABDUL BAHA ABRBAS, c/0 Anmad Yazdi, Port Said, Egypt.

They will continue to receive the Diary rezgvlsarly
and through the same channel, but it will be to the grester
interest of the Cause 1f all personal corrsspondence with
this servant should cease totally. Hoping that they will

accede to this hwible request, and wighing for each one of then

spiritual success and prosperity, I am as ever, their sincere
and falthful servant in the Love of God."

Thus if fortune smiles on me I shall keep you in~
formed from day to dsy about the Master. Through these
pages we will spirituelly communicate with each other. Let
trhe personaiity of the writer go out of your .iind entirely,
and hold fast to the Teachings and the sSpirit of ABDUL RAEA,
Except through these pages we shall comaunicate in no other
way. Write everything DURECT to ABDUL BAHA, through Port
S8aid, and rejoice His heart through your letters containiig
the cheerful news of the rTrogress of the Csuse,

This morning I went down esrlier than any other
day, and before I reanched the door of the home of the Beloved,
whom 4o you think I saw? Mr, and Mrs., Holbach, froi England.
They have just arrived over the Khedivial ¥ail Line, und lirs,
Wise was gulding them $o the wonderful Presence of the King
of Kings. The Master received them with delightful and
heavenly courtesy. Ihey were, of course, so0 glad to be with
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ABDUL BAHA in the Holy Land.
"I wighed always to meet you in your own home, the
East, the home of Lights!® declered Mr, Holbach,
Then krs, Holbach presented meny msessages from
Lonson believers, iwny lelters from Stuttgart friends, where
they stopped on the way. The Master, after awhile, took her
to the members of the Holy Pamily, to be introdueaed. As My,
Holbach sat 1in the Presence of the Eeloved, waiting for his
wife, Mohammedan Shelkhs znd Turkish officials and noor men
were calling on #Him.,  Of dourse they hsve been in Syris and
Palestiine three Years ago, and have written some bodks on
their travels, yet &t that time they did not know anything
gbout the Cause. Thelr present objedt is to write a histor-
ical work on the Movement, The Master is going to €ind them
& quiet house, and thus they will engage in their glorious

undertaring. No doubt I shell hsve more to write about then
and their interesting work.

In the afternoon the M. ster cszlled on the German
gonsul, He took me with Him, The Consul spesks Turiish vexry
fluently, ani for more than an hour they were engaged in a
lively conversation, chiefly on Gexrmany. When lle left the
¢oensulate, the Consul camé to the door and grested the Beloved
most graciously. SiX of the Jewish believers leasve tonight
for Jerusslem, Shouzl Effendi, Rouhi Effendl, Mirza Habibol~-
lzh Khodebaksh, and z few of the girl students arrived from

Bedrut to pass thelr Christmas holiday in the Presence of the
Beloved.

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahal Pilgroms' Home, kHount Carmel,
Halfa, Syria, December 24, 1913,
Dezy Priends: :

Mirza Jaffer Shirazi, Bahai and s prominent mer-
chant in Russian Turkestan, whoqe bhotograrh appearsd 1in the
Pernlan Section Oof one of the latest issues of the Star of the

¥est, i1s the generous founder of the Rshal Pilgrinms! Home,

When BAHA'O'LLAH was in life and lived ih Acesa,
they had rented two small rooms in the Inn for the Pilgrims.
They lived, ate and slept in these two rooms. Generally
every Oriental DPllgrim is pernitted to live for nine :lays, often
more, weldom less, Their board, though simple, hes been :nd
is provided, and they have not 2 cent to pay for lodgings.

But when the Consti+ution was declared in Turkey,
and the Master came to live in Haifa, the question of housing
the constantly inereasing numbers of pilgrims becaue a Problem,
Then God inspired the heart of Mirza Jaffar Shirazi to coite
out and beg the Master to give him the privilege of building
the first distinetly Bahai Pilgrims' Home in this part of the
world. Permission was grented him, and he started to look
around foy the best available lot on the breast of Mount
Carmel,  Pinslly, this cherming site was selected, having a
most compznding view of the sea, and near the Toub of the RAB,
Then the foundation was laid, and was ginished in due time anu
solemnly dedicated by the Beloved to tlie Cause. The building
has cost zbout $8,000. a guod desl of money in the east.
This man alone paid all the expenses, snd to my knowledge it
is the only Banal siructure bullt by a single individusl =ith-
out recelving contributions from any other source. Having
seen this golden opportunity he caugnt it by the forelock,
and nmade the heayts of all the Bahais very grateful and happy.

When the building was ¢1nlshed it was ovened to the
Bshai pilgrims of 211 nations and religions, especially the
Qriental people. As there are no sceommodations coriplete
enough to entertzin Western pilgrius, they tive in tiie hotels,
and as on the other hand our Oriental brothers do not spesk
the western languages, the means of cowmnicegtion is visibly
restricted, although thelr hearts sre united together in the
gommen object of making the world more sypiritual and divine,
This Pilgrims' Home has four sleeping rooms, a large recention
room; & general big hall where a long tszble is in the center,
for the purpose of eating, an entrance hall; a corridor; a
kitehen; and a lovely poxch. The whndowg of the recention
room are oyened toward the sea, and from the entrance door
you will behold the majestic, lovely mountain, and on both
sides are broad stretches of lands and undulsting valleys.

The Home 1s in possession of two fine watch dogs,
thzt divide their time between watehing the Blessed Tomb of
the BAB and the Houe, Although they are friendly and hospita-
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ble towards the friends, yet a flood of barkings is set loose
when any strangzer is seen, specially in the night.

Another interesting object is a very beautiful
parrob. They have taught it to’say many words. I% is very
taime, and never bites anybody's fingers like Mrs. doss's parrot
in Washington. Early in the morning when the pilgrius leave
their rooms, il says very distinetly:

*Declare, Declare, Declare, Ya Baha El Abhal®

"3ay, 0! Thou Mystery of Godl" and usany other
wonderful greetings. Often one is startled out of his
sleep by its voikde repeating the comnanding word: .

: *Declare’
ever so many times, and at the end, "Ya Bane Bl Abhal" thaet I
have mistszken it at first for a2 human goice.

The most interesting erson, of course, in the Fil~
grims' Home is its keever, @» 28 he is xnown everywhere, the
"Khadeir® or the "Servant" of losafer-Khaneh. He is one of
that band of faithful disciples who preferred exile to their
owlli country in order to live hear the BLESSED PLRPECTION.

Age Mohesutnas Hassal, as the Khadew of the Pilgriuns' Hone,

is a nost lovable soul. If T tell you that he is the eibod-—
iment of patience, good nature, devotion, and a vriceless
spirit of self sacrifice, I have only -told you a tenth part
of the truth. About him snd his history I shall write in a
fututre letier, but I have just introduced you to him, so that
you a2y #eke his acqusintance, and know what kind of a man
presides over the destiny of the Pilgrims' Home. He has
filled this wonderful position for years, m:nd is a student of
huinan character, Prom all parts of the Orient nilgrims pour
in, with no doubt different temperauents and dispositions,
vet when they return to their respectibe homes, thelr hearis
are filled with the love of "Khadem,” and their tongues praise
his virtues and rare qualities, .

The present Pilgrius' Home is of course only foxr men.
There is no place yet for the women pilgrims, This is natub-
ally the cause of rmeh inconvendence. Yor example, just at
this moment there are about 25 women pilgrims from Persias.
Alriost all of them are living in the house of the ¥aster, and
several members of the Pamily had to give them their rooms.
What is most necessary to my nming is’ihe construetion of even
a small Pilgrins' Home foxr women. Year after vear their
number is increasing, and the need of such & building is felt
and will be felt nore and more as the years rodl on.

Wnen I stood in the Presence of the Beloved He was
entertaining o Turk =ith a desvription of Budspest and Vienns,
and the progress of civilization in tiose parts. When he
left the room, He turned His fzce to me, and saild:

"f have received many letters from America, but they
are not yet being opened. I wish to go to Acca today, but
will return soon. iy constitution is not sPrdng, and I feel
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that my days are mumbered. NoOw it“ig your time of service.
You must cry out the Words of Reality, you must teach the
cgquse, = and unfurl the Plag of the Kingdom of Abhse. The sun
of my earthly existence is Setting. The sun of your hew
activities is rising."

Then He dictated a few cables for America, and I
was permitted to retire. I left the room very much depressed
in heart, because the Master was speaking, «nd He has been
speaking of late in this heart rending manner; but whati can
one do but weept

I was baok again in the afternoon and could see the
turban of the Master behind the window, Isfandeyar was pre~
paring the carrisge, and in half an hour the Beloved descen—
ded the stairs into the garden and. out in the sireet.

Several believers who were in the neighborhood hastened to
the scene, and the Master bade them farewell ss He entered
the csrriage, At 2:45 P, M. the {ysin ocarried the Host
Wonderful Divine Mah toward Acca, and thus Haifs was deprived

of its light, The only person that the Master took with Him
wae Basheer, '

How I longed to be with Him tomorrow and look into
His divine countenance on the ¢nristmas morning., He is the
Morning Star which is rising from the horizon of our hesrts,

and neralding the Dawn of the Sun of Universal Pesce and
Inter-rascdel Justice and Righteousness.

Anmad Sohrab.



Bahal P2lgrims’ Hoize, Mount Carmel,
Haifa, Syris, Deceuwber 25, 1913.
Dear Priends: - :

“Angd he that overcometh, and keepeth y works unto
the end, to him will I give power over the nations. SR
And I will give nim the itorning ster.”

The Morning Star! The Morning Star! It has
alrecady arisen from ihe horigon of ihe world, to usher in the
Day of the Promised Peazce znd Brotherhood. Oh! On this
blessed morniny I ean visuslize with the spiritual conscious-
ness the rising of the Spiritual morning Star from the horizon
of Acce, and I beheld Its vhysical counterpart long before
sunrise, I was up very early, not only becsuse this is a
most sacred day on the calendar, but because I wanted to pray
on behalf of zll the belivers, both in the East and in the
7est, because we are so privileged to live in this Day of
the fulfiliment of all the prophecies of the vast Prophets.

As I walked out of the house my eyes were delighted
with the beautiful heavenly scene, The whole eastern hobizon
was glowlng with a soft and delicate orange color. I looked
long at this simple yet inimitsble portrait vainted by the
Hand of the Divine Artist. In the Center of this goxrgeous
poxtrait ofnature the morning star, as white as silver, was
shining with & refined radiance. And in ordcr to comtelelete
this never-to-be-forgotten piclure, the waning erescent, liiv~
wise white and beautiful, was bezning & little further. The
Bea was calu, the heaven was cloudless, the air wes brisk and
bracing, the matchless vanerama of the near and distant range
of mountains entrancing, the townh of Acce clear and distinet
a few miles away, and the ddéepening spirituel realization
felt. I walked probably for half an hour or more, reviewing
the nawes of many friends in America and Burope, widhing them
a Happy Christmas, and praying that their heads be crowned
with the Disdem of Celestial Prosrerity, That kind of Xmas
are they going to have? The ocuy of their hgppiness is full,
the Bestowals of God zre descending upon them uninterruptealy,
the field of their services ks large, their capacity is il~
linitable and thelir feith unshakable as the mountein. Por
has not the Morning Star of their Hope arisent Is it not
seintilleting in ithe horiZon of their minds? Are they not
praising God because they are of the chosen ones?

As these thoughts flashed through ry mind, I turhed
my face towzsrd Acca, knowing full well that the Morning Stear
hath arisen to wive away all niseried, vices ahd iniguities.
Trhe peorle of the worla are praying daily for the aprearance
of the iorninz Star of Reslity, It ‘has Appeared, bubl how few
of themm know about it! Thus on this Christmas worning the
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Bahals are rejoicing bvecause their exdected Morning Star hath
apresredg I hope that each one of them will become the
harbinger of this New Day, and co-operate with 21l their fellow~-
men so that all mankind asy enter under the One Tent of Unity
and Confraternity.

Now the sun is up &n the horizon, and with i1y dear
hrother Mirza Habib#éllah Xhodabaksh, a Jewish Bahel, I am
descending the mountain., We enter the garden of the Master's
house, and I request the gardener, Ismail Age, to give me Bix
roses, which he does with much pleasure. After a Tew minutes
walk we are in the Hotel Cammel to congratulate our American
gisters,and Mr. and Mrs, Holbach from Fngland, on thelr
heving the exceptional privilegb of spendding their Chrisimas
Day on the Mountain of God. The roses were visible tokens of

the love of thée Oriental Bahais for their Occlidental co-reli-
gionists,

Yesterday, before the waster departed for Acca, He
left the word that half the pilgrims may go to see Him today.
Thus about fifteen started on the morning train, and the rest
including nmyself will go tomorrow. Today's party was con-
guctud from the station dilrect to Bahajee. They ate their
luneh there, and in the afternoon, while they were occupied
with drinking tea in the resi-house the Master passed by them
quietly in His carriage and entered the Court of the Holy
Tomb.  Then the pilgrims were notified, and when they entered
the Court they beheld a moving scene.

ABDUL BAHA, his bvouy covered with Hie yellow Aba, and
Hig head on the Threshold of the Room where the BLFSSED
PER¥ECGTION 1s buried!

All of them prostrated on the floor, and many of
them wept upon lookling st this extraordinaxy and pesrless
saeEna, The Master, feelilg the presence of other peorle in
the Court, arose and retired most guibtly in tihe other room.

"bne of them chanted the Visiting Tablet, and as
soon as He finished, the Beloved emerged from the room and
in asbremlous, weak and yet passionate voice chanted for the
pllgrlns the visiting Tablet. Then they were invited to go
in the,other room to drink tea, and’ the Master spoke to them
for gqiote awhile. As the train left’ a¥ Tive o'clock, they
were at the station in time, and in the evening they broughi
to us all this good news, and more.

The brother of Dr. Bagdadi, Hossein Egbal, with
his son and another Bahai arrived tonight. I wss 108t hapuy
to see them. They will go with us tomorrow for Acca to see
the Beloved. In the afternoon Mr. Holbach paid a visit to
the Pilgrims® Home, and we were most happy to welcome him in
our midst, talk with him about the Cause and offer him a cup
o Persian tesa.




Diary Dec. 25, 1913 -

Lt
!

I will close this happy, quiet, lovely day by trans-
l1sting part of the Words of the laster as spoken to our
pilgrine in the Holy Tomb this afternoon., Thia will no
doubt, in an indirect way, stand as His Christnas Message to
the Bahai world:

*Wou @re all welcome. How are you? It is part of
the Divine Wisdom that I may keep silence for a tinmse, All
that has been recuired of me is to raise my voice and speak in
the churches, synagogues, conventions and meetings of all
kinds and descriptions, and calling the attention of the npeople
of the Xingdom of God and the Appearance of BAHA!'O'LLAH,
Praise be to Godl through the confirmations of the BLESISED
PERFECTION $his hss been accomplished.: Now it is the turn of
the bveliievers of God, ¥ow I am expecting all the time to
heagr the sweet ¢all of the @riends raised from all directions,
and the clsrion watchword of Ya Baha El Abhal may reach to
the ear of the heart and spirit.

Those souls who have become evanescent in the
BLESSED PFRPECTION must khow of a certainty that they attract
unto themselves heavenly oonfirmations and assistance.
¥ow existenceisin the Sacred Threshold 1s the Magnet whereby
2id is attracted. Phe more the believers are meek and sub-
missive at the Divine Threshold, the more powerful and univer-
s8l will be the descent of the Holy Spirit of dedicztion upon
them, The more they strive in teaching new souls, the grealer
will be the power of sanctification and attraction.

Todey the Merciful Powers reinforce those souls who
are spreading the Cause of God. The person who w=lke in
this hipghway is confirmed; even if outwsrdly he is a dried
plant he will be changed into s fruitful tree. S
God willing, sll the friends will be rendered Buccessful and
aided in this work, They are the flowers and anemones of the
Garden of Abha.  They mist emit their fragrahces. « 2 » =

Praisse be to Bodl that you have crossed mountains
and deserts and traveled over land and sea, and havé at last
laid your heads st the Threshold of the BLESSED - PERFECTION.
I hope the results of this visit will become world wide, and
that every one of you will become a herald of the Kingdom;
that you may become conducive to the tranquility end composure
of the hearts of humanity. You are the trees planted by
the sacred hands of BAHA'O'ILAH in the orchard of the Kingdom;
He hath watered you through the Rivers' of His Knowledge and
hath protected you from winds and storms. I hope that each
one of you may become a tree laden with delicious frults for
the hssling of all the tribes and tongues. a s s e

May this Messsge find a strong echo in the heart
of every Bahai in the world,

Akmad So)\ﬁr @ O



Bahai Pllgrius' Home, lMount Carmel,
Haifa, Syria, December 26, 19135,
Dear ®riends: '

To arise early in the sorning with the joyfnl anbide
sigpation: that you will look into the sountenance of the
Beloved, "drink in the wine of Mis love; be set aglow with
the ®ire of His attraction; De immersed in the ocean of His
nearness; listen to the sweet mueic of His Words; and coue
within the radius of His divine spirituality, is = delightful
experience, which, if.it'is repesated a thousand times never
loses its significance and genuine interest,

Yoroughi was in our purty, and whenever he is
amongst a number of people the spirits are kept up at a high
pitch. He contimued all through our way to sing poems and
chant Yerses fyom the Writings of BAHA'O!LLAR. Seldom have
I seen a memory more remarkable than his, He has committed
to memory long Tablets by BAHA!O'LLAH and ARTUL BAHA, anc
he has such ah inexhaustible fnd thst never comee to an end.
Likewise, his son has memorized a nuuber of Tablets.

When we arrived in Acca a number of us went to the
Holy Home and the rest to direct to Bahajee. We found that
the Master was out oalling on a number of people, but after
awhlile He came in, a little tired but well. He olimbed the

stairs with great agility, and welcoimmed ug with a cheerful
face,

He gaid:

"It is no doubt decreed that I remain silent for the
time Peing. On one hand my constitution is not strong enouzh,
and on the other so much work is being accumilzted that I
wonder what I mast do first. So many letters have been
received from the Fast and the West that demand my attention,
and I yray to God to gonfirm me in tbe accomplishment of
these services,!

Then He enguired about the news from our believers
in Awerica and Europe, and how they are spenlng: their daye
and nights. He is always looXing westward) snc hoping that
the rays of the Sun of Reality may enlighten the hearts and
the minds, He sald He had been spesking last night with a
large nutber of people until almost midnight, and He felt
very tired when He bade them farewells Just at that tiue

several sirangers entered, and no soconer were they welcomed
than they started to ask s number of most difficult guestions,
vhieh were in furn answered by Him with the same facility of
expression and variety of knowledgea

Ly
AT
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' At noon we enjvyed a nice lunch, at which were
vresent Mirza Jalal, Shougi Effendli and Rouhi Effendd. At
two o'clock the csrriage was ready, and the Master ssked all
four of us to aocompany Him. We considered it a grezt priv—
ilege to bhe with Him and float in the gir of His sanctifica—
tion. Half way He mlighted from the carriage, He wanted to
walk all alone, and ordered Isfandsyar to drive the carriage.
His face was worried and anxious, and His eyes betrayed so-
liaitous drezus. : '

After half an hour we found ourselves in the Court
of the Holy Tomb, worshipping with earhestness at thé Threshold
of the Almighty, and listening to the rapturous voice of the
stirituel Xing offering a fervent suprlication in behalf of
gll the Baha®s. In the other room He spoke only a few words:

YHow wonderful it is thet you have come gt this
opportune time, so that you uay vislt the Holy Threshold. I
praise God that He hath confirmed me to pray with you st
this Gelestisl Court. 1 praise God for thisd I wraine
God for thisi gonvey: to 8ll the believers my wonderful
Bahal greeting, and tell them I am praying for them at the
Threghold of the BLESSED PERFPECTION. - I beg for them confir
mation and assistance. Let them remain confident, be ever
hapyy, be rejoiced with the Glad Tidings of the Kingdou of
Abhs., With the utmost joy and fragrance they must offer their
entreaties and supplications at the Court of tajesty, thus
may they be reinforced to spread the Wews of the Kingdom.*

As soon ss He finished the above Words He gave us
permission to retire, inorder that we might catch the train.
¥e had 1» hasten back becsuse there wazs little time left.
with Mirza Habibollah and four others I ran until we reached
the station, the rest were left behind. I huarried back,
especially, because the Master addressed me 10 neke zll haste,
When we arrived at the Bahal Pilgrims! Home they were all
anxious to know the news, and exclaimed how fortunate were
those who were left behind,.

When the Bahali students were in Raileh the Master
engouraged them to form an oratorical olub, so that they nay
practice public spesking, Mirzs Habibollsh télls me that they
have achieved wonderful results during the last few months,
and at their weekly meetings some of the students have devel-
oped an effective power for speakinge Likewise about seven
or eight of these students expect to go to America to enter
the Stanford University. Before the opengng of the next
session in winter they will start, and it is thelr hope to
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viglit many Assemblies and weet as neny of the Bahals as
possible. 0f course they will all go with the full consent
and permission of ihe Beloved, and it is hoped the Priends in
each oity will give them 2 rousing Bahal reception, thus“they
may realigze wjhat a Western Bahsai spirit of hospitality mesns,

The monthly orgen of the Qollege contsing a fine
article on the Bahai Revelation. I hope to get a copy and
translate ita econtents for you, :

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahail Pilgrims® Home, MHount Carmel,
Hgifs, Syrisa, December 2%, 1915,
Dear Priends:

An aseroplsanie flying over Haifs and the large crowd
of Arabs, Turks, Persians snd a motley gathering of Buro-
peans gathered to watch its rapid flight, was the most spec—
tacular sight that ecould be witnessed in this far off part of
the world. The azeroplane had started from Beirut at ten
ofelock, and was here about 11:%0 and was going to Jaffa and
Jerusalem, The whir of its mamhineyy could be nheard by the
spectators, and before it disappresrec from sight beyond the
summit of the green Mountsin of God it made a few marvelous
circles and evolutions. Probebly no one had seen an airship
before, and thusgiit was the topic of discussion everywhere.
The Frenchman certainly geve much food for thought enc mervel
to the simple folk of not only Haifa but of the villages,
towne and shepherds all along the way. No doubt the Master
has also watched its flight over Accs. Thus the ancient

world is now and then attacked by the 1nstrumen$s of modetn
clv1lizatzon‘

Todzy Hejl Mirza Heydar All asked Aga Mohammed
Hessah t0 bring his Christian Coimmmonwealth to show it to ne.
It was the one which contained the »hotograph of the Beloved,
and & long interesting article in connection with His second
visit to that great metropolis. The four pages were framed
with the wost expensive wood and is kept in a heavy thick box,
to be preserved for future generations, Thus you will
obeerve how this paper is loved by th: Bahai world snd franed
80 lavishly. It would, I am sure, make the heart of the
noble editor joyful to know this, that here on Mount Caruel,
in iar off Syria,the Chribtian commonwealth is not only read
with avidity, andg its spiritual,uplifting contents perused,
but the copies agre so framed as to gusrd them from the ruthless
ravages of time. I have not the slightest doubt thet the
same respect is shown to the Christian ¢ommonweslth in many
olties throughout the Orient, and that in future a iraveler
wher coming in contact with the Bahalis will be delighted to

see these historical documents so much appreciated by the
friends,

The question of *Where, whlther, Whence, " has for so
many ages troubled the minds of the intelligent sechers and
the students of the hidden origin of things., I heard today
& little story which may be satisfying to some minds religious-
ly inclined. Once a mystic who was known to be & depository
of great wisdom was questioned by a simple man:

"¥here do you come from?"

"I am from the part of Gog.,"

"Whither art thou gozng'"

*I am going to Gode"*

*What will be thv sustenance?‘

tprust in God."
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In this fashion these gimple folk of the Orient for-—
mulate their religious oreed, and let go all the hair splitting
vhiilosophies and opazy netaphysics. They consciously know
thelr divine origin and return, and never let the difficul-
ties and anomallies make thelr c¢hild like faith weaker, All
their theories of life are based upon the above obscrvation,
*Be thou with God and thou shalt see. God with theel® is ole
o their oft gquoted sphorisms. Thisgis the foundation of
their belief. In order 1o have God enthroned in the chamber
of thelir hearts they try thelr utumost to purify them and
cleanse thenm from dust of self and ego.

In ithe evening Foroughi and other yvilgrims arrived
from Acca, bringing with them the good &nd happy news of the
health of the Belofed. Again they repeated His moving Words
and His exhortation about the teaching of the Cause of God
witl: great firmness and steadfastness, All the believers and
Pilgrims were ggthered in the home of the liaster, These
meetings elways strike me with thelr cosmopolitan spirit,
thelr wonderill tolerance, their attraction, and devotional
beauty. I wonder whether it is possible to find such meet~
ings anywhere else; Mohemmedans, Jews, Zoroastrians and
Christieatis, coming from the different perts of the world snd
gathering here, worship the Glodious Lord, forgeilting entirely
their religioms and racial prejudices.’ A unique scene indeed!

The grandehildren of the Beloved have learned to
chant stirring Bshei poems, and tonight they entertained us
most royally with their sweet, hermonious voices,  Everybody
loves’ these dear innhocent childnren, They sare the buds of the
Barden of ABDUL BAHA, and it is hoyped that each one of them
will become n great teacher of the Cause,

A striking wmanifestation of the Bahai love I have
witneesed in Mirzs Hohamved, Porouvghits son, He pours out
hig Godlike love upon everyone, and all day he oopies Tablets
for the believers, Often while I am engaged in writing hé
will #alk stealthily frou behind and lock me within his capa~
clous ariis, kissing me efer 8o many times: ¥l love you very
mich, I wish I were sure that others love me as much as I love
them.* Then he Risses me agaih and egain,

Another young man who is from Eshkabad, and whose
name is Mirza HibibollaR serves in the Pilgrg:as! Home most
self sacrifiecingly. He serves 8o willingly, with such self
abandonment. Mash-hadil Akbar, the attendant of Ebne Asdag,
is also another Bahal who serves heartily and faithfully.
Thus the duties of Aga Mohammed Hassan are happily shared
by other pilgrims who consider it a most exalted honor to be
privileged to serve in the Pilgrims® Howne.
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All day a most wiolent wind was bdlowing, in the
morning one thought it is going to start another period of
rain, but in the afternocon the weather was cleared and the
elouds disappeared.

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahal Pilgrims' Home, Mount Carmel,
Hgifa, Syria, Deceuber 28, 1913,
Dear Priends: :

Long before sunrise I was out in the open, climbing
the Mountain and trying to reach the top. Mountain elimbing
is @ifficult in itself, especially when it is not done in
broad daylight. At lady I succeeded in reaching the plstesu
whieh I wzs thinking would be the summit. I was breathing
very hard, so I lay myself down on the soft, velvety grass,
Just at that time the Eastern sky was cclored with the rosy
hues of the aseending sun, I watched it rising and rising,
flooding the immensity of space with the glowious lights.

I looked all around and I could see 0o human being within iy
sight. Por awhile as I gazed toward the city of Acca, I
prayec and supplicated God's Mercy and Confiristions in behilf
of all the friends, Then I opened & Book of Tablets and reau
gome extiracts out of it. Would it not be just besutiful if you
sozred for a little while on the white wings of aspiration in
this carly dewn, and eould be present with me on the swumxit of
Mount ¢Csrmel, and listen to the Words of ABDUL BAHA? of
course it would be just lovely. Yery well, then.

Yow that I have you 2ll with me I will read these
passages to yous

7he friends of God uumst live in accord with the
Bxhortations and Admonitions of the Light of Reslity, the
BLESSED PEFFECTION,(may wy life be a ransom gt His Thresholdl)
One by one they must put into execution these Teachings. Not
that they may only read and let their significances be hidden
behind the Words and Tabletis. The spiritusl and material
Laws of the Most Gresat Name — may my eXistence be a sacrifice
to His Courtl - mst be revesled on the arena of manifestation
and beoome embodled and personified in the lives and eonduct
of the friends of God, otherwise there will be no resuit and
no benefit, In short, the utmost longing of ABDUL BAHA is
to become the embodiment of the syirit of one Word of the
Exhorgations and Teachings of BAHA'O'LLAH. Likewise, it is
certfin that this is also the yearning of the friends. A
Bahal mBst be the candle of the regions and a radiant star from
the horigon of Effulgences. If he fulfill this condition
his relationship is real; otherwise 1t is accidental (super-
Ticlal). He is fruitless and baseless, He 1s like unto =&
black man whose name is @iamond. In reality he is a raven
and a crow but his name is the sweet singing nightingale.
What benefit liesdin & verbal relationship, and whet fruit
is one enabled to gather from the !nere word "Bahai?
One must be a Bahel in reality, with hesrt and soule. .+ . .. "
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*reith and assursnee are like unto trees of the or-
onards, and pepaiseworthy deeds and sctions are like unto the
Pruits thereof, A lemp is in need of the illuminating light,
and the stars must of necessity gleam and sparkle, I beg
of God to confirm the lives of the friends of God with that
which is behooving and befitting the lives of the rightecus
ores, and to cause the diffusion of the PFragrances of Holiness

from those spiritual roses. = = = » 1

“In these days as mch as you are able teach the
ause of God. The Divine Hand of Power hss predared for you
a rare and exceptionsl opportunity. Do not let this opyor-
tunity slip out of your hand. All the hearis are turned
toward the Cause of God, and all the sars are wailting to listen
to the Word of God. All the communities are gelf ooccupied and
self centered, &nd meny of them are falling into sullen
despair, and look upon life from a pessimistio standpoint,
because they see so much of turmolil and gonflict, They are
trying to find an avenue of escape, an abode, an asylum, and
there is no other sheltey and refuge save the Kingdom of Abha,
which has thrown a great reverberation and tummult throughout

the regionsi®

*fThen the Ord of regions shone forth upon the Orient
and Occident, the distinetion and differentiation between
Turk and Tajik; Belgium and France; Persis and Americsa; Asia
and Africa, were obliterated, The Sslute of the Oneness of
the world of humanity caused a great reverberatlion. Thet
is .why we behold the Bast and the West are embracing each
other, and the Orient and the Oacident are like unto the
lover and the beloved. — ;

¥Q0 thou who hast addressed me *Abdul Baha! in the
beginning of thy lettext

How wonderful is this brilliant, luminous and
spiritual title in the commencement of thy epistlel

How sweet is its significancel

How delicious 1s itg meaning in my tastel

It was like unto a ses of pure honey, or a fountain
fron the Salsabil of the Heavenly Water, or the Spring of
Tternal Life flowing out of the Supreme Parsdise!

Bravol Bravol Well done} Well donel

0 my Pfriend! How heppy em I and how glad art
thout! _

' 0 my belovedl How pleased I am to be the recip-

ient of such an address. May God facilitate thy work, ine
srease thy bounty, dilate thy breast, enlighten thy €yes,
ildumine thy heart, expand thy spirit, amplify thy gellerosity,
perfune thy nostrils and exalt thy station.
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I declare by myself that I have become enthralled
by thy love, obligated to thee for thy affection, and the
cigoner of the Majesty of this Title (Abdul Bshaj. I beg
of God to increase thy good deeds and success.”

When I descendes the mountain ¥ felt not only the
invigorating air of Mount Carmel, but the holier vihrations of
the Spirit. All dsy I wzs happy; now in the town, again in
the Pilgrims! Home, Mirzsg Mahmoud sné Ebne Addag had permis—
sion to go to Accea, and so they left early in the morning.

In the evening s long letter was read, written by
Mirza Ali Akbar Rafasanjeny frow Londom, on the progress of
the Casuse in England,. It wae enjoyed by all the pllgring,
Thern Poroughl gave us & most vividg talk sbout hisg father and
Bab-elsBeb, and how the latter taught the former, and how
both side by side fought in the fortress of Tabarsi, This
gtory, which I hope 10 reproduce somewhere else, was supple-
mented by many dramatice and tragic ineidents of Bshei life,
impelled by the mysierious faith of self saorifice, and dem—
onstreting a firmness whioch has no equal. The evening was
spent with the utmost joy and < fragrance, and I went to bed
with 2 deep sense of my'utter unworthiness and uselessness.

Ahnad Sohrab;



Bahai Pilgrims! Hoine, Meunt Carmel,
Halfa, Syria, December 29, 1%1S5.
Desr Friends: E
The outstanding event of the day was the return of
the Beloved to Maifa unexpectedly. It wae zbout 11 ofcloek
vhen with Mirzs Habibollah Khodabaksh we were walking toward
the store of ilrza Jalal, when we saw coming from the opno-
site dircection a carriage, veside the driver of which was
Basheer, By this time the carriasge came neay and passed Py.
Aa we hoped, inside we saw the Master and two other Bghais,
Naturally we were most hapyy and started to return at a
brigk pace towara the Home, gome sypeclal work has brought
Him back to Haifa, and no doubt He will return in s few days.

It is the ain of the Beloved to make Acca also a
Bahal center, in the fullest sense of the word. Turing the
last few years it hes lapsed into a place of secondasry impor—
tance, because go nalyy believers have left, many of the com-
panions are dead, and there is no Pilgrim's Home, Now the
Home of BAHA'O!LLAH, in which I lived, will be turned into e
Pilgrims' Home, thus facilitating the sojourn of the friends.

word was sent up to us on the Mountain that the
Master will come aboul two otclock p. m.; thus =211 the friends
were made hapuy. Yor the last few days the believers and the
Pilgring desired to take & photograph but they could not
readlily arrange it. Moreover, they longed to have the
Beloved in their midst, thus imparting to it a spiritual
significance. They suprlicested His emission with all
humility, and He accepted thelr appeal wilth genuine plessure.

Wnen He arrived &8ll the helievers were gathered
around the building of the Toub of the BAB. At first He sat
for = few minutes in the large reception room and greeted
everyone with a few loving words. Then He asked Porocughi
to chant a supplication, and afterward when the whotograyher
had his camera ready He was notofied,. He asked the believers
to stand on the eastern wing of the building, snd when every-
one was standing in his place He came snd sat on a chair re-—
served for Him in the center. On His right hand sa¥ Mirza
Heydar All and on His left Mirza Mahmoud Poroughi. This is,
of course, the very first photograph of the Master (in a
group) in the East, and this very fact invests it with a par-
ticular significance. Not only this, but beczuse it is taken
in front of the Tomb of the BAB and on the Holy Mountain of
God. As the believers were dispersed He was heard speaking

to a nuber of them, while pointing . with His blessed hand
toward the building:
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*Under what twmltuous times the foundation of this
divine structure was laidl Owing to the false revorts for-—
werded to the Sublimé Porte, many cablelgrams were sent by
Abdul Hamid to the Governor of Haifa to stop its progress, or
watch its construction., Many spies were deily busy sroumnd
this building, and the slightest move on the part of the
laborers was reported to the military netligridiesss In
reality, to bring the remeins of the BAB from:Persia and inter
it in the unique building was the most difficult and at the
samé time the most triumphal work of the (susel®

Then He told all the believers to go to the reception
room. They sat all around the room on the flooy; likewise
the Mester. It was a peerless picture to see the atiention
of all these men centered upon the Center of the Covenant,
many of them with white beards, who have served the Cause in
many campaigns. ~ Undoubtedly their supreme desire was to be
photograrhed with the King of their hearts, and this object
was at last attained. No onhe considered himself worihy of
thiz great Bounty, but they were overflowing with thankfulness,
Now that He has given permission to be vhotographed with the
Orientsl Bahais, there will be others in the fature, and thus
our collection of His pletures will be enriched witn these
0ld and true believers, What will be the spiritual worth of
these photographs taken in the Holy Land, to future generations,
ho one ¢an prophesy. Here is the proner enviromment and the
ideal surrounding to yhotograph the sviritusal King of the
world. Here is His Holy Home, the very sacred atmwosphere, the
Place where the weightiest drama is enactedl

Por a few seconds ithe Beloved was silent, His eyes
shut, the atmosphere filled with vibrations of His Presence,
and all the believers fooussing their attention of Him.

Then He opened His eyes and spoke the following Words of light
and wisdom:

*It is most signifioant thst we are all gathered
here in the Tomb of His Holiness the Supreme (the BAB), and
beneath the protection of the BLESSED PIRPECTION. o one
could ever oonceive that such meetings and such gatherings
gould ever be held in these placem, Praise be to Godl that
‘through the Bestowals and Pavors of His Holiness BAHA'O!LLAH
thez are made possible. If we glorigy God during all our
livés for this most eminent Bounty asnd the greatest Gift, we
shall be unsble to sdequately sxpress our thanks at His Holy
Threshold, but we must thank Him according to our capacity:

'If one does not comprehend the whole, he must not
give up the part.?

Under all circumstances we must be engaged in the
servitude of the Holy, Divine Threshold, and praise Him under
all conditions, We must know this of a certainty; that no
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bestowal, no honor, no sovereignty, no glory, is greater than
servitude at the Holy Threshold; real servitude without any
interpretation. Th. '
The servitude at the Holy Threshold means thiss
we mmst be occupled with tho promotion of the Word
of God and the diffusion of the Fragrznces of God. We rmust
be engaged in the promilgation of His Teachings, We must
not rest, neither by day nor by night, and seek neither rest
nor couposure, We mst exert ourselves to convey the lessage,
to deliver the Glad Tidings. We must not reldx our energiles
or lag behind, With words and deeds, with convietion and
action, we mist summon the people to the standasrd of Universal
Peace, Brotherhood of Mam, and the solidarity of humankind.
ours shall be the final vietory if we persevere, The world
is gick, these Divine Teachings are the remedies snd you are
the physicians, Be ye, therefore, skillful physicians and
heal this sick body. This is the Most Great Bounty! This
is the highest aspiration! We hope that we will become all
confirmed therein.

~ You observe that the Temple of the Cause of God is
surrounded from every direction by ihe enemies,

Proa one part the Mohammedans are carrying on their
attacks; the dogmatic Christimns are assailing us from the
opposite direction. 'he Yahya-is are bombarding from this
part, and the unfaithful ones from every part. Thus it is
clear that the Clity of the Cause of God is being besieged by
all these enemies. They strive with their utwost power fo
force us into unconditional surrender. They endeavor to
pull and tear this Blessed Tzee, root, stem and branches,
gon=zequently, it is made evident how self saocrificing we must
be, how we mrast be severed from all .else save God; how we
mst adorn our beings with vure intentions; how we must
dedicate our lives anew to the service of Inunanity; how we
mist be inspired with the Breaths of the Holy Spirit; how we
must unfurl the ¥lag of the Kingdom: of Pesce gsnd reconciliation
over the mountsins of the earth; how we must quicken the
dead witn the Spirit of God; how we must create a new rever—
beration throughout the regions of the earth, the schoes of
which may be handed down to posterity.

My beloved friends!

Phis is the time of aotion! This is the veriod of
self sacrifice! This is the age of your service! Arise
and accomplish the Will of your Lord, and unify all the races
and tongues with the 8pirit of Love. You are the soldiers
of the Army of BAHA'O'LLAH. You are the stars of His Heaven.
You are the nightimgales of His Rosegarden. This is not the
tine of silence. Arise and speak with might and power the
¢ause of your Lord the Supreme. The veriod of speechlessness
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and silence has bzssed. The time of attraction and enkindle-
ment has come. The fiat of the ¥ing of Xings is issued
forth, the firman of ihe Lord of HosPs hath procseded!

This is the Age of Unity! . This is the Oyele of
Peacel Let us work our work, strive and muke an effort to
protect the fortified Portress of the Cause of God from the
onslaunzhts of these inveterate enemies. You are observing
what they are doing. In Americz many dogmatic Christians
announced that we are the enemies of Chyist. They vublished
and circulated many false reports basged on pure imagination;
although we proved in the Jewish Synagogue that Hia Holiness
Christ was the Word of God and the §pirit of God, and His
Holiness Mohzimed was the Prophet of God. Nobwithstanding
this, these unkind ministers have circulated zsround that the
Bahais are the enemies of Chrisd;: yet up to this time there
has been found no one to pwoeclaim Christ as the Word of God
and the Spirit of God in the Jewish Synagogues of America,
How ungrateful are these people! our spirits, our hearts,
our souls, our uminds, are evanescent in t»e st~tion of His
Holiness Christ, evanescent in the station of His Holiness
Mohamied., We long to sacrifine our lives in their naths.

But if many of these reorle undergo the slightest inconveniences

they will forsef Christ and His Missgion, and on the other hand
gpread the rumors iliat the Bahais are the enemies of Christ,

the destroyers of His YPoundations and the abrogators of the
Religion of God. '

In short, we hope that, God willing, all of us shall
become confirmed in the sexrvice of the Divine Threshold with
the utmost nothingness, the utmost severance, complete suppli-
cation and invocation and perfect obedience anid verseverance,

May we be firm and steacfast in the Cause of CGod
theough this spiritual Power till our very last breath.

This is our ultimate hope!  Phis is our greatest
aspirationy* :

Ahmag 3ohrab.



Bahal Pilgrins' Home, Mount Carmel,

Haifa, Syria, December 50, 1915,
Dear Priends: .

When the Beloved descended the dountsin last night

He left behind a message for uie to go down this morning and
see Hin, Thus I was there early while Xhosro and Basheer
were drinking their tea. The bellievers likewise started to
come down one after another. After half &n hour I was sum-
moned into Hisg Presence. There were & few Arsbs oresent,
At thzt time one of thewm got up from his seal and recited a
very eloquent poem in the praise and glorifiecation of the
Master. It was in Arabice, and the poet had committed this
rather long poem to memory. I asked him to send ire a ocopy
to be translsted into English at some future date,

Afterward He dictated to me a few cablegrams for
Persia and Anerica. In the course of conversation

He ssgid:

*If a man lives a thousand years or achieves the most
wondexrful service, this does not avail him, If he becoues
the most famous man in the world it is lire the mirage and
phantaem; bhut the good pleasure of the Lord is the most im-
portant object to be attained. If man does not become
confirmed and assisted with His good pleasure and hik nanue
immortalized it will benefit him not.*

He sent me down town to despatch a few messages,
and when I returned He wus yet speaking with a number of Turks
and Arabs, These people take lots of His time and strength.
Then He left the house, followed by them, Ab-~ut two o'eclock
anothex phoitogravh was taken of the Beloved and all the be—
ligvers in front of His pgouse., This was for the mrpose of
including Ebne Asdag and a nmuiber of other bel.evers who
were not present yesterday. Mrs. Hoagg was also there, and
Yook the saue photograph with hér kodak,.

As a number of the n»nilgyius, with their wives, are
given peraission to return to their country tomorrow, the
former were speaking together about the exceptional privileze,
and how they hope to g» forth with a new fervor and inspira-
tion, Haji Mirza Heydsr Ali listened to fthei, and taen said:

"Your chief concern is to oreste by every meens a
spiritual oconsciousness in the innermost soul of every human
beinga. Through this you can lay a clalm to the Tressures of
the Kingdom, By teaching the Cause you will become enabled

to establish thet mysterious inter—coemic relaiion between
all the members of humanity,
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One of the conditions of spreading the Message is
entire severance from all else save God, and a whole hearted
concenirated devotion to Lthe Divine Purpose. Whatever God
has given us of His material and spiritual Bounties, we aust
ghare thein with our fellowmen, and be kKind and benevolent to
the poor and orpyhans, If we live in this manney we are the
servants of the Kingdom. ;

Years ago the Government of Teheran imprisoned a
number of the most prominent Bansis. Amongst them was Haji
Ameen, As these Bahsis had influential and noteworthy
reladives they used to coox for them the most delicious dishes
and bring them into the prison. Hajli Ameen did not eat of *
these dishes, but was satisfied with the prison ocoarse breade.
0f course there wyere many other prominent prisoners, and the
rather singular act of Haji Ameen and his spirituzl independence
Pleased them, They started to inquire why he dows not eat
the delioious food brought from the outside, and this train of
investigation led into other tracks and ended in their belief.

At another time I was invited to speak with a rich
man sbout the Cause. As he was weazlthy I put on uy best
clothies aznd Aba. After hours of discussion I left him with
the ides thet he is convinced of theée logic armd sanity of nmy
proofs. He was heard, however, saying to his friends that
this man is wery broad, and apparently proved his Csuse with
mish foree, but I could see that he had dressed himself for
the ooccasion. consequently, irrespective of &ll outward
ciroumstances, we mst sincerely arise in the promotion of the
Word of God,"

I may end this letter with .the translation of~ one
or two gquotations from Abdul Bshals Tablels:

®Phe Tezachings of BAHA*O*LLAH, the Laws of this
Cause,a8d the Principles of this Manifestation, have no deniers.
The world is like unto a thirsty fish, ~the Teachlings of
the Blessed Pe xfection are like thé salubrious water.
There 1s no strife, no sword, no ansthema, no apostate, no
hersetie, no oprosition, no interference and no resistsence,
Its sword is the proclamation of the Onemess of the
world of humanity; its world congquering weapon the Herciful
Bestowal; its tactios and its art of war the explanation
of the Wisdom of God; dits Commander-in-Chief the Light of
Divine Guidance; the impetus of its army the Love of God:
and its rules and regulations love and kindness toward all
the members of humsanity’ folisuch’an extent that the anknown
is known; the strangerg are as the friends, and the ill-
wishers as the well-wishers. This must be the foundation of
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our association with the world of humanity, beeause He
adiressee all the hationes of the earth:

*Ye ure gll the fruits of one tree and the leaves of
ohe branch,!? . » . .

. - .

"Q Godl 0 God! This is Llhe attracted servant of
Thy Bounty of Abhs!

His nheart is set aglow with the ¥ire of Thy Love
songsy .canking; his tears asre falling through Thy mention
in the middle of the gloomy nights; his pstience well-nigh
spent in the love of Thy Supreue Couniensnce; his face radiant
through Thy consummate Mercy; hils breast dilated through the
Yerses of Thy Singleness., He has traveled toward the Wed ,
lzaving behind his sweet country, and has sccepted hardships
in Thv Path,

0 Thouv my Glorious Lord! 0 Loral He has forsaken
rest and composure, tranguility and peacefulness, serenity
and calmness, and has journeyed to that distant ¢lime, a land
which is not touched by the feet of mis fathers and ancestors,
in order to diffuse Thy Pragrances, upraise Thy ¥Flags, spread
Thy Words and elucidate Thy Proofs,

0 Lord! 0 Loral suffer him to become tne sign:
of Thy Bestowal; the #8nsign of Thy Knowledge; the Pire of Thy
Love; the sign of Thy Gift; oconfirmed with Thy Angels;
assisted with Thy Providence and caution; safeguarded by Thy
Protection and Shelter; and zusrded under Thy Refuge and
Defense; so that he wmagy diffuse Thy Signs in these regions,
and csuse the irradiation of Thy Lignts in tnose countries.
Suffer Thy Call to reach to the ears of the faitnhful ones, and
make Thy Arguments manifest to the concourse of the world of
emanation.*

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bansi Pilgrims* Home, Mount Carmel,
Halfs, Syris, December 51, 19135,
Déar Priends: .

‘The spirit of an old Bahal,about eighty years of
age, has just soered toward the-Kingdom of Abha. His name
was Sheikh Abdul Gasen, He hagd lived in Accz Tor many vears
before the Depa iture of BAHA'O'LLAH.  He has scen in his life
many blessed days bafore and after the death of ihe BLESSED
PERYECTION; 80, like unto a nightipgale, his spirit soared
out of {tiis mortdl cage towzrd the Rose garden of Abha,

On the morning after his deag$h the Master called
ont his wife and son t0 oconsole them, He stayed in their
house for an hour, giving them diregtions for the burial of
the desd. ¥hen He returned there was a large number of
believers and pilgrims present in the gsarden, and &s He en—
tered they all bowed before Him, He sat on the low wall
dividing the garden and the’board walk leading to the broad
steps of the house, and motioned to the others to do the =ane.
Half of them sat on one side and the rest on the other. It
was a day of perfect sunshine sasnd glorious air, redolent with
the sweet seent of the flowers and blossons.

After a few minutes silence, He sald:

*T heve been out to see the wife of Shelkh Abdul
Gesem, He was one of the blessed souls in the Cause, His
end has been Vvery good. - He was a very old Bangl, and had
magt, many Tablets from the BLESSED PERPECT LOW. He has left
bDehind one son. May God confiym and assist this only son,
g0 that he may walk in the footsteps of his father,.t

Someone asked & question, which I did not hear, but
I wrote dowh tine Master's answer:

*Tf we — all the Bahais - who are beneath the Shade
of the Sadrat-Ul~Montaha, srise to teach the C¢suse of God,
unquastionably the Almighty will confirm us,. . We mst lay
aside every idea, thought, wention, desire, service and devo-
tion, exeept those of prayers, which are obligatory, and oceupy
our time with tesching the Csuse, spresding the Pragrances of
the Merciful, .and serving at the Divine Threshold. Through
teaching the Cause the Blessed Tree shall grow and develop;
the world of humanity will become illumined; the blind ones
find sight; the deaf,hearing; the mute,speech; and the
dgead,life. These things shall not come to pass except
through the oromotion of Truth,
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This is conducive to the rejuvenation of the world of man; to
the developuent of the idegls of mehkind; the unfolding of the
mystic virtues of the inhabitants-of the earth; and the
agvznoenent and uplifting of human existence. Even the
worldin its physical aspect will becoxe ameliorated and
peffected,

The toachers themselves wiil become gpirituall
How 1illuminated they will become! How divine and celestisl
they will becouel They will enter into another and higher
steto; they will be enlightened with another light; they
will be endowed with another power; and ihey will gain 3 new
spirituslity. Ordinarily g -iorsl teacher strives day and
night until & person abandons one of his many evil attributes,
but as scon as the Guidance of God and the Paith of God dawn
from tre horvizon of his heart, hé is a changed man,  All
his evil characteristics are transformed into praiseworthy
attributes.  Whereas forceerly he was a coward, he becomes
sourageous, Whereas before he was debased, he becones
sanctified and holy. Bven in his intelligence, his knowl-
edge, his ssggacity, and in his nentslity, he is a different
man.*®

Then the Ma;er’weni uy to His room, and we elimbed
the mountzin toward the Pilgrims' Home. In the aftiernoon there
were ten large carrisges ready to convey the believers to the
home of the deceased one, which is.quite out of the town.

Bvery Bahal was there, ang aftexr the performance of the simple
ceremony, the body was taken to the Mosque and the Mohamumeden
prayers were offered,

There were a number of Sheikhs walking aheaq of the
hearse, and chanting the formula:

"There is8 no God but God, and Mohaimied is His
Prophet, "

The Behal cemetery is out of town at the very foot
of Mount Czrmel, It is a 1lzrge tiract of lang, newly acquired,
and gontasins only a few tombs. The tomb was already prepared,
and tne coffin was lowereda into the grave. A Mohammedan kul-
lah rezd the rituzl for the dead. . He cominznded the dead as
though he were alive, as follows: -

"I the Angel of Death comes to thee and asxs of
thee: 'Who is thy Creator?' do not be zfraid. Say:

'He is the Lord, the Most High, the One Goqw the Mauer of
heaven and earth; Mohsnmuied is His Prophet?d .« o

Amongst others I threw in s few shovels of earth.
Afterward Foroughli and his Bon, each in turn, offered a prayer .
for the soul of the dead, and ﬁhc former delivered a short
oration on the perishableness of the worldly thinrs and
exhorted the sont of the deceased to adorn hinzelf with the
quzlities and virtues of his father. The poor uaen had willed
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that gll the believers be present at his funeral, and thus
his last dqying wish was carried out to the letter. The
kindness and thoughtfulness of the Beloved for even those who
pase away is one of the miracles of His life and work,

Wren we all ratheres together agaih in the Masster's
house, we found that a mmber of our Jewish Bahals, with their
wives, as well as our own Bahairstudents of Belirut College,
were on the point of departure, Thue belieders were scattered
in the rose garden, and the silver beans of the moon, with the
radiance of sountless stars, added to the chams of the night.
The departing friends, one by one, met the Beloved in His
room, {0 receive His last blessings, to look probsbly for the
last time on His heavenly countenance, ‘They came out weeping.

We embraced them, and were sad to see them leaving. this
holy spot. Many of the believers went with them to the
steamer to say farewell, They carry away the spirit of
enthusiasm, They will refresh many. souls with wondrous
story of the ®eloved and teach meny souls in as many cities,
May God protect them, and encirclie them with the Lights of
Reality. Ere long we shall hear their news of victory and
triwaph 1n the propagation of the Word of God.

Aluaad Sohrab.



Bahai Pilgrims' Home, Hount Carmel,
Haifa, Syria, Jannary 1, 1914,

Dear Friends:-

I wish you a happy New Year., May this year bring you many
vlesuings. May the hearts become the dswning-places of spiritual lights
and the treasuries of the jewels of the Love of God, Hay you become the
instruments of conferring Eternal 1ife upon the bewilddred humanity. HMay
the ouicxening rivers of the heavenly Water flow from your minds. May your
chasgste and immaculate lips touch the spotless goblet of the ruby wine of
ths Zeraphic Immortality! May the bright stars of your hope arise from the
horizon of Reality. May your souls become the divine thrones of the cel~
estial mysteries of the XKingdom of Abha! May you meet every hard and harsh
circuastance with a firm determination and unwavering resolution. day you
aiigedWith a superhuman energy and unchaﬁngig?ﬁortitude to spread the Cause
OJ. O »

This morning when I weht down I met an o0ld man, whose name 1
think, is Haji Ali, He has lived for many years in Acca and Haifa, and has
besn in the Presence of Baha'o'llah ever so0 many times., I fell into swpeaking
with him about the days of the Blessed Perfection and found hix most inter-
esting., He related to me the outline of talk given by the Blessed Perfection
about twenty four years ago, which I mey translate heréein. He said:-

"One day I, with 8 number of believers, was in the Holy Pres- '

enze of Baha'o'llah., He spoke about the progresg of the world and *he sme-
<ioretiin o conditions in general. He sald: -Q?he world and the day is
not like unto the world of former times., The meny wonderful arts andé inven-
ticns have completely transformed the face of the earth, making life essiex
and existence more comfortable, Notwithstanding this, the life ofevery
orgsnism, no matter how perfect, comes to an erd. For example the life of
&n ant in comparison to the life of man is short, yet the ant, were it
endovwed with humnan intelligence, would think that man lives eternally.
Similarly these stars, these mountaing, these seas shall come to an end.

For each onme of them a prescribed life is destined. It has & beginning and
i ending, Consider how many large cities have been destroyed andare hidden
under the earth, once they were thriving and progressive communitiss; now
their voices are silenced. The progress of civilizaticn-~to a certain de-
gree--nas reached an exalted station in Prunce aspecially and in BEurope
generally, but from how on there will be 2 momumental upwaré march of ad-
vancement all over the United States. That country hss just started on the
path of proazress and their future development will be just e&s marvellous

83 her sctivities will be wanifold in all the departments of 1ife, physical
and spiritual.” , : ’

Thus Baha'o'llah, in the prison city of Acca, say through
Bis Divipne eyes the America of today and its unfolding possibilities.

After a few minutes, Basheer came down and reported that
the Master wanted me to go out with Him., I gathered my papers and hurried
out into the garden. The Beloved was waiting. As soon as He saw me, He
commenced to walk and I followed. He called at the English Hospital, which

is a missionary organizafion. Dr, Coles is the head. He welcomed the Has-
ter at the door and conducted Him to tre second floor, where He and His fam-
ily have their private apartmentgl\ -
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The reception rooms are decorated with valuable rugs and many curiocs, of
which the Doctor is a collector, An 0ld man, Arehdeacon Dowling, was also
introduced., Dr. Coles told the Master that while He was in Xurope and Am-
erica He had received many letters from strangers, inquiring about Him,
knowing that He hag lived in Syria for many years and He knows well what
kind of answers he has wiitten. "I know' I Knowif"the Beloved said, gra-
ciously: "You would have written naught else but the truth. During my
journey in different countries of the West I have often thought of you,and
on certsin occasions I wished you were present. Many evil reports are put
in circulation by our enemies in these parts and we have neither time or
inclination to contradict them; but in the West I found the human conscience
has the perfect freedom and therefore I uttered the innermost thoughts of
my heart and gave free rein to the expression of my hidden ideals., The
newspapers end the journals of the said coutries published them and the pub-
lic had at last an opportunity to examine and scrutinize these Teachings with=
out preconceptions prejudice.”™ Then for the benefit of the Archdeacon%who is
the highest dignitary of the English Church) (in Syria after the Bishop} and
of Dr. Coleg, he repeated feelingly the contenl of His addresses in the Jewish
Synagogues of America andsaid how essentially necessary it ig to lay aside
all bias and prejudiees, if one aims to help to regemerate society andto recon-
struct induetrial conditions. After this conversation, He went into the hos-
pital wards and called on two Persisn Patients, who were overjoyed to be hon=-
_red with the presence of the Beloved. On our return He sent me to bring Mr.
énd irs. Holbach, who were invited to dine with Him. "He first received them
in His own room, and gave them a beantifnl talk on the immortality of the soul,
He likened the spirit unto the nightingale and the body unto a cage. The
nightingele ever longs to break the cage and soary toward the rose-garden.
he divine bird yearns to ftear asunder the bars and fly toward the open
fields ard green mountaing where the ideal flowers grow andsweetly scent the
gir, IFor this reason the holy Divine Manifestationsand their immediate fol-
lowers have longded to leave this mortal world and wing their way toward the
Throne of the Almighty. When this physical cage is broken the nightingale
of the spirit is freed, ready to fly heavenlyward. They knor the spiritual
hermony of that radiant world; they have listened, to_the ethereal symphonées
of that Immortal Congregation they have often bridge;%be gulf of deadly mat-
erialism with many golden links 'of Invisible ideals; they have at times cul-
led the roses of affection, the snow-drops of ggmpath:es and the fragr:ant
violete of sexrvice., On the other hand, there are an increasging number of
nightingales who are blinded through their own selfisheness and egosism,
They are out of touch with the beauties and Bounties of the other world.
They cannot conceive of a higher and Lloftier realm. Therefore they are sat-
isfied with the limited space of the cage, Blind are they ; they cannot see,
Deaf are they; they cannot hear. Ignorant are they; they cannot understand.
When one of the nightingales is freed from the cage,1t‘communloates in a
spiritual language with those which are yet in the P&HPw of prison. It
tries to impress upon their minds that the vast immensity of God's gldrious
world lies very near unto them if they Just will drop the scales off their
gzes. But the birds which die in the prison cage while they are blind and
deaf cannot soar toward the sacred worlds of God,: They Jjust crewl on the -
surface of the earth, Their freedom from such a condition and their flight
toward the blue ether depends upon the mercy andcompassion of the True One.

K

In the above words I have not quoted exactly the tslk of

f <he Beloved, but I have given you what I could retain in my memory. Another
interesting question which was touched upon was the belief in the Guardian
angles, or as the Master waid the "Divine Powers." Without the nrotection
of these divine powers humanity cannot exist for one moment.
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They ward off all dangers and guard man from the threatening evils. Man
is 1likxe unto an innocent lamb and all these dangers and perils are 1liks
untc the ferocious wolves, '"Imagine a little lamb surrounded by & hun-
dred thousand wolves, threatening to tear it to pieces at every moment,
Were it not for the eternsl vigilance of the Divine Powers, man could
not live for one seccnd.t) :

After an hour, dinner was served:in the dinning room, Our
American gisters, with Mr. and Mrs. Holbsch, were the guests, For the
firgt time after many months I was privileged again to sit at the samo
table with the Beloved of the hearts. The dishes were & la Persan and
most appetizing., The convergation touched many toples, such ag the Birth
of Christ, the Calvery, the Christma®, and how the Bepulchre was discov-
ered by St. Helens. The notes were taken down by our dear sister, HKrs,
Hoegg and no doubt in time she will share them with the believers. After
dinner we retired and the Beloved went to Hisown room to take a rest,

In the evening the pilgrims had & meeting and the Mas-
ter called them up to the reception room. His talk was a higtorieal
account of how the Tomb of the Bab was built on Mount Carmel and how on
every step He had to neutralize the effects of +*he false reports of the
eremies forwerded to Constantinopié. It was long and most interesting
and on authoritative document for the future generstion descendéd from
the lips of the Center of the Covenant.

Ahmad Sohrab.
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Bahai Pilgrims! Home, Mount Carmel, Haifa, Syria,
January 2, 1914,
vear Friends:-

Probably three or four years before His Departure, the Bles-
sed Perfection brightened Mount Carmel with His Holy Presence. While
living here,He revealed a wonderful Tablet for Mount Carmel, a precious
cooy of which I have found to-day amongst the Holy Writings belonging to
Ags Kohammed Hascan, It is singuarly authoritative and commanding docu-
nent, the translation of vwhich I would lize to:share with you:=-

"In the Name of Him through Whom-the Fragrances of the Merci
fPul are diffused in the world of Creationld Glorious ig the Blassed
Day, the similitude of which cannot be found in past ages and @ydles.
Glorious in this Day, in which the Countenance of the Ancient Beauty hath
turned toward His Station. Consequently all the peopls of the Supreme
Noneourse and from behind them the hearts of all things declared; Y0
Carnel! Rejoice for the Pace of God hath advanced toward thee, Verily
He iz the Possessor of the Kingdom of Names and the Breaker of Heavens!
Then the exhilaration of gladness overtook Carmel and it oried out in a
lofty voice: '"May my soul be a sacrifice for Thy Advancemeni,g sacrifice
to Thy 3estowal and a ransom to Thy attention.: Verily Thy separation hath
%xilled me, 0O Thou Dawning-Place of Life and Thy remoteness hath burned me,.
Glorification belongs to Thee for Thou hast heard the Call, hast honored
me with Thy Feet, hast resusciated me with the Pragrance of Thy Verses
and the Voice of Thy Pen, which Thou hast made & Trumpet-Call amongst
tny servants, Then when Thy Incontestable Cause wasg revealed Thou didst
breathe in it; hence the Most Great Resurrcction apreared snd the hidden
Hysteries which were secreted in the Treasures of the Pogsessor of Things
were disclosed,” When its voice reached to this supreme sStation, Te de-
¢lured: 'O Carmell! Praise thou Thy Lord, for verily thou wert burning
vwith the fire of separation; hence the sea of Union waved bsfore thy fuce,
wherewith thy ejes and the eyes of creation were brightened and the lips
0f the visible and the invisible world were wreathed with smiles., Blessed
art thou, for on this day God hath made thee the Throne of His Temple the
Dawning Place of His Verses and the Orient of His Proofs. Blessged is the
servant who circumambulates around thee, mentidns thy appearance and nani-
festation and obtains that which the Bounty of God thy Loxrd, hath bestowed
upon thee. Hold thou in thy hand the goblet of Immortality in the Name of
Thy Lord, E1 Abha and offer to Him thanksgigiving for Hle hath changed Thy
sorrow into a joy end thy grief into most great gladness. This is no other
but 8 Mercy on His part. Verily He loves the s»0t wherein Hisg Throne is
estublighed, distinguished by His Fresence, honored by His Meeting and
from which place His voice ig raiged and Hie Lamentations heard. O Carmel!
Give the Glad-Tidings to Zion and say:=- "Verily the Hidden hath come with
such Dominion as to conquer the world and with sueh Light as to illumine
the earth and all that which is therein. Beware! Lest thou remain sta-
tionary in thy place, Hesten, again hasten! and c¢ircumambulate the City
of God, which hath degcended from Heaven, the Tabernacle of God which was
the object of worship and adoration by the people of righteousness and up-
rightness and Angels of the liogt Highs Verily, I love to impart the Glad-
Tidings of thig Manifestation to every city of the c¢ities of the world and
every country of its countries—-such a glad-tiding through which the hesrt
of the Mountain of Toor was attracted and the Tree cried out; The world

and the Kingdom belongeth to God, the King of Lords." Verily this istgge
Day concerning which prophecies were gigen to land end sed and predic ns

¢
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were revealed in former times as regards the appearance of the Bestowals
5f God which were concealed and hidden from the minds and the eyes. FEre
long *“he ships of God shall sdvance toward thee and the people of Baha

who are mentioned in the Book of Names shall appesar in thy midst. low-
rified is the Lord of mankind. Him through whose mention the atoms are
attructed toward each other, Verily, the Tongue’'of Majesty spoke about that
which was hidden in His Knowledge and concealed in the Treagury of Hig
Power. Verily, He is the Mighty and Oynipotent over all that which is

upon the earth and in the heavens-~through Eis Name, the Powerful, the
Exalted and the aAlmighty:" :

I am told that this Tablet was revealed under the pine
trees which are near the Tomb of the Bab and where the Tent of the Bles~
38d Perfection was pitched, In the morning fthe Beloved sent for a num-
ver of pilgrimg., They were with Him for some tire and sgain He exhorted
them to go forth and teach the Causs and awaken the dead souls. He told
them a few of the anecdotes of Hig VWestern Trip and impressed upon their
ninds that the only tree that shall yield fruit: is the tree of the promo-
tion of the VWord of God. In the afternoon Aga Hossein Haji (Ahmad Yazdi's
brother) gave & teg in the large reception room of the Tomb of the Bab.
41l the 3elievers were invited., Foroughi gave a talk on the importance
fi the nineteenth day Feast, chanted the poems 0f Baha'o'llah and toward
the end read the above Tablet for Carmel,

. Descending from the mountain, Kirze Jalal gave me several
bundles of newspapers and magazines, which will be enjoyed by every
One. fThe Master is feeling well znd the time for the derarture of all

the pilgrims is drawing nigh. They send their wonderful Abha greeting to
all of you.

Ahmad Sohrab.



Hahal P1llerims' Howe, Mount Cernel,
HaiTa, Gyria, Juruaxy §, 1914,
Desr Priends: ;

I zn sorry Af at sny time you have felt that I huave
been "presching® to you; becsuse this is the worsi charace
teristio that I can ever sonceive inh any versoll. A thing that
T disglike most thorouxhly is to Mpreach? to naeople. I don't
rnow how even if I wanted to. The pent of my oharaoter is
practicel, and those who have gseociated with ne in Amerioca
xnow . thris, Now, if at times you come across aYy daessge in
these letters that savours of presohing, I have been uttorly
unconscious of it;, indeed, suoch passages ar: geeds iranslated
into words. I have not learned the Anglafh langudgg in the
easy lessons of the mohool xoom, but out in the open I have
hamrered it out for myself., I have:.not lesraed the art of
vureasching®, btut I have learned enocugh to faintly express my
ideas and feslings. : .
by the Beloved

Having been removed Jrom that ggtive life whioh.was
my element, I try to invest my writings with tnat sapirit of
activity which is natural to me. Wien I write on hove, on
Unity, on Peace, on the promotion of the Princiyles of the
Eingdom of Abh#, I am far fyoi presching. I am uttering my
own immost convictions,  Everyone kiows full well that we
have no*preacher® in the Bahal Cuuses We all follow the
exalple of ABDUL BAHA. Wo only try by words ahd deeds to
encourage each other, to emmlate Him and charascterige our-
selves with Hig heavenly attributes. He is the Sun, we mst
at least reflect a f'ew ravse. de is the Garden from wrich we
st omll a hosegay 0f roses. He 18 Lhe Iree from wolch we
must pluck some fruits, lie 18 the Ocean, we muat drimk a Tew
drops. Hells the ilpspiring Teaoher frowm whom we must learn a
Tew lossons. He is the heavenly Ranquet at whieh we must sut
a Tew mouthfuls. He is the Ark of Salvation, we imust gain
an entrance inteo it, He 1 the Cernter of Spirvitusality; we
mist oome within the snelter of His Protection. Trhese are n
few things that we must DO bsfore we oan call ourselves
Rahais., How tnis is not *urescning¥; 4t is only resinding.
o4 has placed in our hearts gertain inherent powers wh ich
muat be evolved and spring foriti: into life and activity;
othervise we will not only vwing disgrace upon ourselves but
disoredit to the Cause,

The Bahei Movement 18 radiant spirituniity, yvonthful
hope, brotharhoed, fellowsehlp, the Love of God, and an etsvnal
spring of faith and steadfastness., ¥We NUST e=ubody these
Prinaiplee in curselves, 80 that like unto luminous stars they
rigsy Degem the horizon of our minde and sanirits. fThen, and
not until then, will we beconme enabled to attrwet the peorle
to this Cause, Daily we nust reaind sureelves of these
Teschings; uprzise the *lag of Divine Revelatisn, and wnite
our voilaeg gnd efforts in the c¢omaon purvose of the spiritusl-~
ization of mankind, This is the wish of ABDIL BAEA! Phig

.....
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is the longing of all the sanctified souls, this is the sinm
of all the Bahsis. May we become the vehloles for ¥he real-
izadion of these Godlike 1ldeals.

When I desoended the mountain this morning I found
Mr. and Mrs, Holbach in the house of the Beloved. The
latter had written an article for the"Nineteenth Century®, aiid
dosizred to read st least portions of it to the Master.
gonsequently, after a few moments He called us into His room.
He wazs most pleased with those parts translated to Him, and
preised heyr for the accuracy and faithful work,

"Glory not in this, that a man loves his country;
but ratier glory in this, that he loveés his kxindl? was one
of the passazes that eligited His praise.

When Mr. and irs,., Holbaoh left the room the Beloved
delivered into my hand a big package containing petitions from
Auerica, vegeived last night from Port Said.

*Now go and read over these letters and tell me
afterwards what news they oontain,* He said as He lsid His
right hand on my face. Wiith a few more words of love snd
affection on His part I came out of the room, full of happi-
nesg and rejoicing. The resi of the worhing He was enhgaged
in recelving the various people. Turks and Arsbs, Ruro-
peans and Asiaties, relieving thelr wants, ailevigting their
burdens and cheering their heaxrts.

In the afternoon all the pilgrims were glad when
they hesrd He wes coming up to the Pomb. Many of them walked
toward the publie road, and after awhile the carriage of the
Beloved was seen from afar, ¥hen He observed all these
believers gathered there He alighted and walked with them
toward the Pilgriiag' Home, on the way He commented on the
chariing scenery. =nd the unsurypassed beauty of land and sea.
The mountain is already assuning”its spring verdure, mang
kinds of wild flowers carpet the ground. Out of grevassces
in the bare rocks you may see anemones syringing up. The
weather is baliy and springlike, surely a greatl contrast with
the blegk and cold weather of New York and Ohicago, We have
rain, of aourse, during the winter season, but this rain
helps the growth of the luxuriant vegetation,

The Master felt well and happy as He waved His hands
tozard the calm blue seg and the stqtely Mount Carmel, and
sald’

*Yes, peaise be 1o God that;the friends have s most
deledtable place for their habitation.®

Then He enterediihe Homeg took s seat in the

reception room near the window, ané oalled all the believers
to come in and sit down. :
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, There is an old man aumongst the pilgrius by name of
Mirgza Hossein. He is the brother of the mertyred Vargha,
whose son, Mirza Vallollsh Xhan, was in Americs with the Be-
loved. He is a very fine, noble Bahai, with a long grsy
beard, always pjappy and gentle. During the days of the
BLESSED PERFECTION his father, with the two sons, Vargha dénd
Mirga Hossein, caiie t0 Acca. The father passed away and was
buried outside of Acca, and the two wonderfui sons wereleft
behind to sexrve the Cause; one to give up his life with his
little son, Rouholla, in the Path of God; another to live
into a ripe old age. Y¥Yow you will understand betier what
the Master addressed him when He entered:

"It is said: tThe benediction of God be upor that
face which is wrinkled in the true religion.!  Now, praise
be to God! His honor lirza Hosselin has become old in the
Religion of God. Years sgo when he srrived in Acca with his
brother Yargha he was young, but now his hairs are grown
white. What-a glorious station is destined for man if he
rermaills firm in the Cause to the end of hig daysi?

Then He spoke generally!

YA Pualr and impartial observer perceilves the signs of
tne Power and Intelligence of God in all the atoms of exis—
tence. Before leaving Haifa I felt very ill, but s soon as
I embarked on the sea of the service of the Cause of God I ¥

felt better. All of a sudden my health was restored to ne,
gimply through the confirmations of the BLESSED PERPECTION.
That was any I took my first journey to Burope. Then God
assisted me to epread the Glad Tidings in those regions.
Returning to Alexandria I stayed in Egypt for the winter and
then started on the long voyage for ‘Amexica. We spent
fifteen days on ithe sea, and after we reached New York many
meetings and gornferences were held by night and day.

Although I often did not feel well, yet when L
entered a large meeting or a church I was entirely transformed
and spoke without hesitation for a long time,*

Then He recounted briefly the visits He paid to the
various cities in America, and His return to London, Edin-
borovgh, Paris snd Germany. Here His face became wonderfully
animated: '



Diary Jan. %, 1914 - 4 -

_ “Then I reached Stuttgart. There I found wonderful
Bahaig. They were the embodiment of love and faith, They
dbrought me health and joy. In many respects the German
believers are unique and peerless, . They are faithful,
strong and firm, I loved them very imch. Their attraction
and the fire of their love are sn example, and their genuine
8pirit of hospitelity and kindness is worthy of imitation.
They are the brilliant stars in the heaven of Bahs. Trenevey
I think of them a wave of joy sweeps over me,"

Then He passed on to speak of Budapest, and dwell
on His significant visit to that oity and His return to Paris
and Bgypt.  Altogether, it was a most pleasant talk, and
enjoyved by all the pilgrims.ix I could mot keep up with the
flow of His divine language, but throughout His speech He
had always a word of commendation for this ar that Bahai.

As tlhere are more than 20 Jewish Bshal pilgrims, several of
them asked questions about the Bible, to all of which the
Beloved gzave satisfying answers,

Then tea wzs served, and we followed Him to the
Holy Tomb of the BAB, where the Visitation Tablet was resd by
Himself. Coming out of the building He divided the contents
of a large tray of oranges amongst the vilgrinas, He stiayed
anongst us for wore than itwo hours, shedding sunshine and
happ%ness in the seoret and inaccessible chaubers of every
hearti. . -

We had a wonderful night of reciting poems and
Tablets, Many pilgrims composed poems and they read them with
smeh spirit and enthusiasm, we spent:the time thi's till far
afier midnight, indeed a radisnt company, each expressing
nothing but love, union and concord, and an insatiable desire
to spread the Cause upon their return to their respective

. homes,

Ahmad Sohrab,



" FROM. .- MIRZA: AHMAD S OHRAB.

Ctn e Bahai Pilgrima' Home Mount Carmel,
Tt g Haifa, Syrla, January 4, 1914,

Dear Friends.._fy;;d'" -

. "He can who ﬁhinks he can,” 48 an old saying, but in the
light of the Bahai -revelation-and its concentrative energy we may
look at it from 'a riew standpoint. Real spirituality’ bespeaks gen=
erative foree and craativeﬁpowqr. This force and power nust of
necessity be dirscted toward those problems which would be conducive
to the well=being and .prosperity of the world of humanity, and not
expended over those objects which are either limited in their scope
or neutral .in their effect.. :.As . the gpirit is the guiding force of
life, it impresses upon the indelible register of character the
marks ‘of- those principles and :emotions for which we stand before
‘the eyes of the world; wnd through these outward manifestations our
inner life .is constantly.expanded and propelled, The blind, uncon=
trolled impulse must .be:transformed into conscious, aelf-controlled
will. Through prayer and:..illumination from thought we must oreate
an environment of self-reliance and oengtiructive ability, and dem=
ongtrate to the world:thé- celestial laws of this movement as exenm-
plified in the Bahai lifes :The.moral andispiritual'standard of &
Bahai, both private .dnd:publiec, must be irreproachdble in its purie
ty, univeraal ‘in its outlook,- divine in its aspect, and holy in its
relation,. They are reinforoed by: the cohorts of the suprems cons=
course, and inspired-with the-invisible angele of the kingdom, Like
unto ‘the stars they ‘Scintillate.in the horizon of guidance, and
similar unto the white-waves of the ocean they battle for vieotory.
They hunger for the:bread of l1ife, and are athirst for the water of
reality. They see the face.of their Father in every face, and they
are kind and charitable toward all mankind. :Deing good does not
weary them, and ‘disseminating the sesds of happiness is their ob-
ject.  The breeze.of .love and kindness wafte from their gardens,
and the fragrancan of the rose of the Holy Spirzt perfumes the nos-
trils. v Cihgth Gt

This mornlng the Beloved came out of the home wlth a hape
py face. Mirza Jalal accompanied him to a earriage and rode with
nim. He was out for many hours, calling on several.important pers=
sonages, and when he returned:it was afterncon. Through Mirza Ja=-
1al I was told that up on:the mountain a single room, which stands
211 alone,. will be prepared:for me. Thus. I will have in a literal
sense & sriall, lovely "neést":on the holy mountain, there to work
and .write without any outsids disturbance., The room is to be built
between the. Pilgrims’'. Homa and -the tomb of the Bab. Oh, how I long
to be alone for a time, : -How'restful it will be to- have one's own
nest on the monntainrqfnﬁod.»fl am already filled with an intoxie
cating joy. 'I.am thinking to give a name to my nest. I have been
go much amongst the people, and have associated day and night with
these wonderful Bahais of all nationalities., Now I long to retire
into myself for a time, and commune with ‘the sweet spirit of ai-
lence. _

In the afternoon, Nr. and Mrs. Holbach came up the mounw
tain and walked around the place and enjoyed the spiritual panorama
stretohing before their eyes. They viewed the various sights for



future photographic aotivities. They are most sincere and deveoted
to the Cause, : . ‘

Abul Gasem, the gardener of Rizwan, came from Acca,
bringing with him dates and oranges. YI have come to look at the
never~fading rose of my heart. I could: bear the separation no
longer,* he gaid., In the course of conversation the following
story was told by him. ®"During the life of Bahua'o'llah there lived
in Acca an honorable gentleman from ¥urope. He had heard much
about the pralse of the Rizwan, and expreased the wish of seeing
the place, Permission beinpg granted, he came there one day with
his family., I prepared tea for them and growed them the utmost
hogpitality. When they were going to leave in the evening, the
gentleman left on the table a purse containing twelve pounds. Ree
- alizing what he had done, I ran back to him and lorced the money -
into hig hands. He urged me to accept it, but I persisted in ny
refusal. Seeing how useless was his insistence, he took it back,
alighted from his carriage, took off his hat and shook my hands,.
However, he went sgtraight to the Blessed Perfection and said: 'I
wighed to give a small present 1o your gardener‘ but he would not
accept it; it seemed it was too little for him.' When next I went
to see him, the Blessed Perfection addressed me! t!Abdul Gasem, I
have heard that thou didat not accept the present offeresd to thee
by the Furopean gentleman. Why diddithou not accept it?' 'I? Nev=
er will I accept anything from any one while I am gerving the lord
of mankind.' 'Wilt thou aocept something from me?! 'Yes, with the
greatest honor.' Then he showed me a small purse, made cf Cashmere
~shawl, and raising it up he said: 'This contains only one pound,;

but it is from me, Thou canst not realize how happy thou hast nade
e because thou didst manifest the wealth of the spirit., Those who
are in ny service must be independent of all else save me,'"

With the story of a misger 1 will c¢onclude this letter,
There was a wealthy merchant who was very avaricious and stingy.

He had filled & bottle with cheese, and every day at noon he cane
home with his son, and instead of eating the bread with the cheese
he would rub the bread against the bottle and eat it, One day he
left the store and did not return for the lunch heur, His son
waited for half an hour, and yet he did.not come. Feeling very
hungry, he closed the atore and went toward the house. UOn the way
he remembered that the key was with the father. He bought a loaf
of bread, and reaching their home he rubbed 11 against the lock
while loeoking through the keyhole at the bottle of cheese., "Wherse
were you?" his father asked him on his return. "I went homoe for
lunch." *How did you eat?*® "Finding that the door was shut, I
rubbed my bread ageinst the lock and ate it." "Thou arv indeed
spoiled and accustomed to luxury,”" eried out the infuriated father.
*Couldst thou not eat, one day, thy bread with nothing on it?" The
gson wasg humbled.



. Bahail Pilgrims! Home, Mount Caritel,
Haifa, Syria, Janusry 6, 1914,
Dear Priends: ;
Two more American pilgrims, liss Hiscook from
Ramleh, Mrs, Spregue from New York; and four Persisn pilgrins
fromn Benab, a towll near Tabrig, srrived today. I have not
yet seen the former, and the latter have zlready added hew
color Yo the already picturesgue gathering in the Pilgrimst
Hone, Just at this time these four Mohammneden Bahals arrived,
four Jewish Bahale who have been here for nesarly forty days
were ready to depart for their home.  They were from Hamaden.
Th<ge newly arrived Bahals are tall and sturfy
looking fellows, full of love for the Master. They come fron
Northern Persis, and spesk the Turkish linguage. They have
the olearest, intensest faith in the Cause, and sre ready to
sacrifice their lives at any umomenta. Their words and actions
are synonymous,.

In the morning the Master pald a long visit to the
English ¢onsul, whoml I have been told is sn =ctive, energetio
iman. Then He called on other people equally important in {the
-social and economic life of Heifa, On His return Hewwent to
His own Khalvat-Khaneh, where no one sees Him, and there He
rested for more than three hours. These days no Tablets are
revealed either for the East or the West. Yor Americs,so far
as I know, only two Tablets have been dictated since our
arrival in Haifa. His time is occupied with visits and calls,
ahd attending to various occupations which have been neglected
for the last three years, All the afterncon He received a
long stream of callers, rich and poor, old and young, Arabs
and Turks, Christians and Mohammedans, withoui any distinction
of race, oolor or religion. He poured His love upon zll.
They were all bathed in the ocean of His merey, and melied by
the tough of His kindness; all sheltered under the tree of
His compassion and protected in the cave of His safety.

In the evening the outside reception room of the
liagter's home was filled to ovefflowing with good and hopeful
pilgrims, Yoroughl was reciting from memory the wonderful
Tablets of the BLESSED PERPECTION, which moved and animated
the hearts., About 8 o'clock He called the four Jewish
pilgrimsg into His Presence so thst He might give them His
last instructions: '

YPraise he to Godd Shat you have come and blessed
your: foreheads at the gourt of ganctification. You .obtained
the inestimable privilege of access to worshiP many times at
the Holy Tomb of BAHA'QOILLAH snd the BAB. You have acguired
fragrance and spirituazlity and become enkindled and set” aglow
with the »ire of the Love of God. Likewise, Imamsny meetings
I assoclated with vou and spoke to you concerning the facts
of the spiritual life.
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I hope that these meetings and this association will bring
forth great results in the future; that it mag be like the
blowing of the fresh breeze over the treeg, or the downpour
of the vernsl showers over the plains,

May each one of you strive valiantly to serve
mankind! May you ever be assisted by the Heavenly Confir-
Mationsi  May your faces be ever turned tpward the Xingdom
of Abhal Through all the cities that you shall pass,
convey to all the friends my wonaerful Abhs Greeting, and
announce to them:

Pirstly: That His Holineﬁs the Supreme (BAB) was
the Morning Stey heralding the daybresak. He was the Herald
proclaiming the approaching arrival of the XKing of Kings;
the Messenger bringing the Glad News of the appearance of the
Xingdon, :

BAHA'O'LLAH was the Suh of Reality, the Lord of
Lords, and the Manifestation of God.

am ABDUL BAHA, without any interpretatiomor
1mplled meaning.

This is my supreme desire! This is my greatest
asplratlon. After the BLESSED PERF¥ECTION, for the period of
one thousand years no one shall put forth any olaim. I am
ABDUL BAHA, The Pelievers must be satisfied with this.

T will be grateful to them amd most thankfuil if they do not
deviate one jot,from this path. I am ABDUL BAHA. Recognize
me barotgh thiiitithQ This title will be the center of
Rarmony.

Secondly: - TFhe friends of God umust assoclate with
each other with the utmost concord ahd unity. Day and night
they must endeavor to increase love ‘and peace in all their
relations. The more they love each other the more I shall
love then, Praise be to Godl that all the means of love
and-kindness are already established. The greater their
affection toward each other the nea“er they will he unto the
Almighty.

Thirdly: The believers Qf the Merciful must devote
ag mch of their time as possible to the promulzation of ihe
fause, ‘the awakenlng of the souls, the scattering of the
seeds of the flowers of wisdom and knowledge, and the pramo—
tion of the Word of God. Only through this will they be
assisted and reinforoced to uphold the Banner of the Cause of
God.,

rourthliy: The peloved ones mst think less and less
of themselves and more of others. They 1ust never think of
themselves as being superior. gonsclously they must fobget
self and annihilate thelr ego in the sea of God's Meroy. - - - -
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I hope 40 hear good news from you, and that you will
become the csuse of the happilness of the hearts of all the
peovle, and conducive to :the amelioration of the conditions
of humanity. - - - — - L _

When they csaue down to bid: farewell, with the rest
of the pilgrims, there was a strange and most touching scene.
Many’ofsthem were weeping, and thelr loud lamentations could
be heard outsideé the room. What love they show and manifest
toward each other. I walked up later on toiard the Pilgrims!
Home, with my mind full of these thoughts, and when I entereqd
the Home I heard the song of *0! Abdul Bahal Thou art the
Unifier of tne world!*® Indeed He has brought togetner the
ends of the earth of\ Mount Carmel!

Ahnad Sohrsab,



Bahai Pilgrims' Home, Mount Carmel,
- Haifa, Syria, January 7, 19l4.
Dear FPriends:
"Let the fool prate for luck.  The fortunate
Is he whose earnest purpose never swerves,
¥nose slightest action or inasction serves
The One Great Ain,"

There are many stumbling blocks in our path, bul
they will be removed through steadfastness. There are dizzy
and unscalable heights in our way, but they will be leveled
to the ground through firmness. We must stsnd by the Cause,
adhere to its Principles, cling to its Teachings, stick to 1its
Laws, hold fast to its Anchor, and then we shall weather the
worst storm. Oout of our strict adhersnce there shall appesr
the rurest white light of Assurance.. Prom our fidelity there
will spring up dauntless courage, spiritusl discernment, clear
vision, inspirational wotive and self reliance. Through
concentrgtion and’ application we shall gain the cathollclty
of thought, the sublimity of iQBdl, force of character am
strength of will,

BEach one of us must contribute something to show the
ezarnestness of our purpose, and thus further the One Great
Aim, which 18 no other than the Oneness of the world of human-
ity. Our object must be the intellectual and spiritual illu-
mination of the race; tithe realizastion of International Peace;
the development of gemiine amity and friendship detween dife-
Terent religions; the radical effacement of 2ll prejudices;
and complete co-operation and mitnal assistance amongst 2ll
Deonle. We must work to reise the wred¢k of humanity, nothing
mist dishearten us. We are too wesk to do all these things,
but we must.do our share and not fall vehind. Just as we
are thinking of these subjects and are dolipg our best toward
their realizatlon, there are peorvle all over the w»rrld who are
doing exactly the asame thing. They do not let anything
diseoursge them, but they forge ashead without looking to
the right or 1o the left. The greatest and most imperative
duty of all the Bahals in these Tatter days of the life of
ABDUL BAHA is the proclamation of the Glad Tidings of the
Xingdom of Abha, and the attraction ow the hearts with the
Breatiis ofbthe Holy Spirit.

The Oriental believers know neither rest nor sleep;
thiey know their dquty, they feel irs reqxonsibllltv, and they
go fohth to spresd the FPire throughout zll the Last. Bvery
day new souls enter the Cause of God, and they gird up the
loins of endeavor %o bring others. : The spreading of the
Movement is a mirror in which we behold our ownh spiritusld
growth. Hast thou been able to convince another of the
validgity of thy religion, is the final test put to every
Bahale Every person we teach ig ah argument in our favor,
an incontestible answer to the above queqtlon Then we will
go through our examination with perfect confidence.
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In the morning while I was busy reading an article
in an American newspaper concerning the society organized in
¢leveland to fumake happiness epidemlc' the Beloved came out
of His room and walked in the garden a few minutes. I went
out of the room and join-d Him, When I told Him of the
organization of such a sociely in Americz He lsughed heartily
and said’ : ‘

"Tt ig very good, the world needs more happiness asnd
illumination, The star of happiness is in every heart; we
must remove the clouds so that it may twinkle radiantly.
Happiness is an internal conditilon. ¥hen it is cnoe egtsblished
man will ascend to the supreme height of Pliss, A truly
hapyy man will not be subject to the shifting eventualities
of tine, Like unto an eternal king he will sit upon the
throne of fixed resglitiest He will be impervious to
outward, changing circumstances, and through his deeds and
actions impart happiness to others. = A Bshel must be
happy, for the Blessiigs of God are bhestowed upoln oot him,®

Then He gave s few apple pivs to Ismael Aga to
plant. He hed kept them from a 1lsrge apple brougnt from
America. Afteryard He received our newly arrived pilgrins
from Persia, ingquired about eonditions among the friends of
each ¢ity, mentioning many believerg hy neie. They nhad, of
course, excellent revorts to present to Him of a deevening
sense of religious expecriences on the part of the people, and
the sriritusl fruitfulnegs of the Tree of the (susel

"Those regions®, He told theom, Yare stirred to their
depths; the cruder and outer symbols and dogmas of religion
are wearing off, and the finer and inner realltlies are
coning to trhe front, Undismayved by ecclesiastical authori-
ties the people are investigating the revealed spiritual
truthe, and letting the light of c¢elestial consclousness
ghine in unearthly br»ightiness.

The Bghails are kind to all the commnities and
loving to all the religions of the world. The BLESSED
PRRPECTLION has freed us from the fetters of narrowness aand
blﬁ,’ot'm’. "

T, the e"ﬂn'|p(y }"—1' 1i'|" NN U AIA T R b LERITO L b BRELTEN AR

Then the Master went out to ¢all upon the ¥rench
gonsul, When He returned He called irza Anayetolleh's
store and bought a few Persian Abas™to give away as iresentsg
to a few persons whoi He called "althounh rich, yet they are
voor." There was also a meeting of the women in the house,
attended by the American ladies, but men are not slloweg to
show thelselves al such msetings.



Diary Jan. 7, 1914 -5 ~

~ In the evening Haji Ali, a clever oconversationalist,
kept us interested while relating in the most natural manner
many stories about 3AHA'O!'LLAH ~ snort, beautiful, illusive
and instructive. Now he told us about the four wmonthns
luprisonment of the BLESSED PERPROTION, with its concomitant
hardships in Teheran; again about the incarcerstion in. the
Rarra X of Amce, the sacrifiee of the Purest Branch, Phen,
how for many nights chains were put around the feet of the
Beloved; how BAHA*O'LLAH traveled to Karbala; haw He gave
definite prophecies concerning the future culture and progress
of Acca abd Maifs; how He assured the Raghals that they will
never vte drowned, and a host of other charming personal
stories.

The lasti, and not the least, he told us the story of

a Bahal who was for many days bastinadoed three times a dsy
in the heart of the winter. Pirst the soles of his feet,
then the palms of his hahds, then off his head and body.
Afterward, while hlood flowed from the pores of his body, he
was throwh in a reservoly of frozen waiter and they let him
flounder there while they were beating him with whips.
When he was tsken out he danced and reciied poems, and ctried
inc.a loud, happy voilce: "Mou are not narming e at all.
See! T am laughing. X am hapoy! You cannot hurt my
spirit, I live above these tortures, they do not touch me,
do with my body whatever you willf"

Ahmad Sohrab,



Bahal Pilgrims' Home, Mount Carael,
Haifa, Syria, Jamary 8, 1914.
Dear Friends. : '
The work of ilwprovement an my little "Bahai Mext” 18
going on, In three or four days it will bs ready, and I
shall move gladly into my new home, It will be all my earthly
possession as long as I live in Halfa;. & lonely watoh itowex
perched on iount Carmel, snd from which vantage ground I
shall observe the rise and fall of the sea, and every iorl
behold the sunrise, In this little Bahai Nest I shall live
and try to sing as perfectly as 1 know how tiese divine lays
and spiritusl songs composed by the Heavenly Artist.

Together we siiall stroll along the cool and shady
avenues of the Garden of Abha; we shall strain our sars to
hear the melodious werblings of-the tharkful nightingales;
in the early damns we shall walch the rain drops glistening
on tne leaves; we shall see the white. angels coming down from
neaven to £ill the hearts with fresh insoviration; silently we
shall commune with the Great Source of. All Good; we shall
gather arufuls of roses snd enenmones from beside the crys—
talline stream; vyes, yes, together with a heroic purpose we
shall sing songs of life and light, and £ill the space be-
tween with tender memories, with sweet lsughter, and charming
plays of imagination. How wondronsgly our hesris shall re-
spond to the longing call of the beautiful and sublime in
nature. Every day a new meaning of life shall be revealed
unto us, a new, mystic invisivle wis%a will be opened before
NEa .

The sea of our live. shall roll on and on and on,
and we shall dive deeper and ds=eper, bringing up new pearls of
inestinezvle beauty. We shall let the antechambers of our
souls open to the outpoubings of tine Holy Snirit; we shall
sharpen our visions, broaden our outlook, and step by step
rise to the summit of the mountain of God's Pavors and
Bounties, Not for one moment shall we remalin idle, but send
our thoughts of undying love and kindness into ithe cold and
frozen hearts of men, Cur s:irits shall bedome refined and
gensitiged to the unspoken mesesasge of brothernood. OQurs
will be the holy privilege to work and labor for universal
fellowship, We shall gird tire globe with the golden fetters
of spiritual unity, we shall not be satisfied with snything
short of the highest and worthiest. Ours is not a2 mean and
beggarly ambition. We have hitched our wagons to ithe siars,
and have the abiding Taith that we shall reach there and pass

beyonfi and shove. The wesklings and: timid versons fall
behind in the marching of the splendid phalanx of the Kingdomn.
Thelr strength will become exhausted. Only those who have
heard the nniverssl anthem of the R20th. century, and are fired
with the concentrated idea of triumph shall inhale the fresh
blossons of the mystery of love which have grown in the rosge
garden of remnciagtion. '



I o down the mountaln almost avery day, and when
tries sorning I stood in the sacred Presonce of the Beloved
He was yraying, It was just for @ musent, but very holy and
beautifal. All the mo ng it rained, but when the thick
glouds Liftsd:the Muster went out and celled on the Poralsn
gonoul, I atsd took A walk with the old Haji Al) and he
showed e the house in whieh the BLBSSED PERFPECTION lived for
severel monthe: alsod 'related the details of the day He
visitod the Honastery on ihunt Camael, Hajl All was anongst
those who apoompanied Him, He stayed thore nll day, walked
thwough the vayrious rooums, was interesiod in the lavge libraly,
ate His Lunch Shors; divided aoney acongst the uwonke, bought
for the company & soxrt of yellow lemonade, and they left in
the evening, ALl the meonks were polite and ourtsous, but
did pot Teslize that the Provised Eing of Eings was with them,
They had eyes, but they could not ses the Loxd of Hoste,

V& then oalled at the offios of Mirga Julal, and
found a letter from ira. Octeinger, giving some ascounts of
her stay in Bowbay, and her pmbahiéo voyege to Karachl to
attend and deliver s leoture at n OQongress just in session,
On our return we roamed sround the gasden of the Beloved, sd-
Biring the roees, anemones and many other flowers in rull
bleom, ¥ightfall brought togsther alil the nilprlns and
rasldent Bahals, and when they wees all gathered Mirsa Jalel
prought the happy hews that the laster wi8 ready to mwonive
them. They sll filead to ths upier fiony, and when they bad
taken theiy sesnts the Beloved osme in. They arose to pay
%omaga, and He greeted them with radiant mmlles on His swool

t1Te]: PN . :

~Aftey aeking thelyr dperdon for not sesing thelz s
often as He oould wish, lie aontinueds

Pralse be to Godl that the belisvers of the Horelful
are iiving on the slope of Nount Cayjel in the Pilerias!
Home,  Bvery morning they Yaoe the Towd of DAHA'UVLLAH, and
the Tomb of the BAR 1a in ¢leoss proximity. Thie is indeed a
rare privilegey for whioh all of you mist be thoanfual, 1%
is lignt upnnziisht both day and night, Joy sugeeeding joy
spiritusl and celestinl, You must be very NeBRMSiTor God
hath thus surprounded you with His ¢ifts gnd Blessinge. You
zlorify the BLEGBED PEAYEUTION beowise Yo: have hesomns the
rocipiont of divine Bestowals, -

In bygone ages nany holy souls lowmgod and praved
that they might Yive in the Day of the Lowd,on Hount Csrmel.
Now, Pralse be to Sodd thst you have atiained; you huve
oircu aabulatad the 8pet o©f thne Supren? OCNG MISG, Yol have
vigit+1i the legced Tord of the Herald of tsae Sun of Boglity,
dost blessed gre youl becuuss you sre Living 1 ke Oyole of
His Highness the Desired One! _
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This 3is the gyole of the BLESSED PERFROTION.

Haeh one of the Prophetis had 2 Dispensation, Thuge we have
the Digpensation of Moses, the Oyele of Chrigt, the Bplipheny
of Mohamned, But thisg Oyele ¢$ the Cycle of the BLESSED

PERFUCTTION, In this Sysle you have mnsard the ¢all of the
Vords of Godl in this Gycla you neve wltnessed the narvele
of the Maiesty of the Lord! In ihis period ye are perfumed
with the Hon Pragrances of tho Girden of the Hercifull
This favor iy peerlesas and this Rounty is .mparsllieled!

?raiae pe to Godl that we are = no matiey whal we
grs — relaied Lo the Holy Threahcld; we are vrotscied
teneath tne asnoypy of His Spiritual Power;, we are all gabhe
ersd apround Hig Pountain ef Life: we drink fyom His pure
Gobhlet amki sre intoxiemnted with His Wine.®

Then He asked Poroughi 1o chant a suppliecation?

*I love the Supplications of BAHA'Q'LLAH®, ihe Haster
said, :

Fhen he had finished onanting, He sald:

*guppllicdation 1= the csuse of humility and lowlinees.
It purifies the hearts and attiracts {the =zouls. It is ihe

cause of dinner 1llumlnation, ang OOﬂducmva o gensalous
reglization . , , , ¥, :

Whel wo left His Presence the gloriocus woon was
giining above our heads, anl every one fell the wave of a
uew happiness surging through his sonl.

Ahmad sohrab. | |



Bahai Pilgrims' Home, Mount Carmel,
Huaifa, .Syria, Jan. 9, 1914,

Jeer Friends:-

Brcept in the morning, and that for probably fifteen min-
uteg, I have not seen the Beloved, Hirza Mahmoud, having finished the
first volume of his work on the journey of the Master took it to offer
to Him for perusel, The manuseript im in His own beautiful hand- -writing
and it covers the period of the Beloved's arrival and departure to and
frem amerjca. The next volume will be on His Buropean tour, There will
be other volumes, containing His addresses and the translation of meny
newspaper articles, The Master took the first bound Mss., read a few
reges eand praised Mirzae Mahmoud for His untiring zeal and tireless devo-
tion, Basheer brought us tea, and after a few more minutes observation
we came out of the Master's Presence. It rained by fits and starfts sll
day and the Master did not go out at all, There was a women's meeting
in the Huuse of Mirza Hadi and we saw the ladles com’ng out when az num-
ber of ug were going up the Mountain of God. In the evening, Haji Mirza
deoar ali related to us & long story of how He taught the CGovernor of

Gouvehau, huow He converted a habitual drunkard, an opium und hasheesh
smoker into a most spiritual man who become a great teacher, how in a
lively controversy He defeated all the Ulemas and how they left the medb-
ing sullen, brooding, vengeful, and how in the morning thousends of in-
furisted fanatics attacked his house, took him by force snd carried him
on their shoulders, the while jeering and beating him and spiting on his
face-- "*trjumphal march,” he said laughingly. =--before the Chief Ulema.
He further relatsd how he 'was thrown into & narrow dark sheep-fold, and
of his marvellous deliverance and his expulsion from the town. He kept
ng interested till the very last word. Really these are the most mar-
vellous stoties, how dhese men, like unto the Disciples of Christ, cone-
tinued travelling and teaching and did not let any persecution damp their
courage and determination. We may have examples of the lives of aelf-sac-
rifice and unflagging allegiance to the Cause in other directions, but
the supremely dramatic and at times tragic, lives of these sp1ritua1 heroes
will remain unique and incomparable.

Out of the inestimable treasures of the Bahai literature,
¢ found & Divine Tablet froum the Blessed Pen of Abdul Baha, the con~
g of which I degire to share with you:-

EE I8 G 0Dl

"0 G843l O God! Thou dost behold me, how my forehead is
1aid upon the dust of humility and submission and how my face 1s covered
in the ground of the ffhreshold of Thy Singleness! O Thou my Lord, the
Unconstrained. Thou seest me lowly and contrite, supplicating, entreating
g=d imploring, toward the Kingdom of Thy Light by day and by night, that
Thou encirclest us with the Eye of Thy Providences and the Glances of the
Outloock of Thy Mercifulness. 5

1
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"0 Lord! Rorgive our sins, parden our shortcomings
and deal with us through Thy Grace and Generos;ty under all circumstances,
@ our Lord! We are sinners, but Thou art the ierciful Forgiver., We are
Pransgressors, but Thouart the Clement Pardoner, Absolve our iniguities,
remove our sorrows, destine for us through Thy Bestowal severance from the
world, occupation wzth Thy Mentioning, enkinolement with the FPire of Thy
iLsve, perpetual contemplation of Thy 3igns,
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The Knowledge of Thy Words, meditation over Thy Verses snd the sttractiom of
Thy Lights. . :

"0 Lord! O Lord! These are Thy servants; they have turned
their faces ftoward Thy Countensnce and They have resolved their joy and
hanpiness in Thy Favor and Bounty. OStrengthen fheir backs in Thy obedience.
Reinforce their lives in Thy adoration., Perfume their hearts with the
Fragrances of Thy Holiness, Ordain for them vresence in the nparadise of
My meeting. Suffer them to become such servants as perus: the verges of
Unity in the :ssemblages held in Thy Hame; thet attract the rays of single-
nese from the lamp of Thy Bestowal; as those drawn toward Thy Beauty, humble
pefore Thy Glory who have abandoned aught elge 'save Thee and are relying
upon Thy Protection and Preservation; as thoge rendered meek by the sway
of Thy WJord, made submissive before Thy beloved ones; as those diffusing
rny Fragrances, disclosing Thy Mysteries, informing people with Thy Teach-
inge and suffering mankind to become rejoiced through Thy Glad-Pid*ngs.
verily, Thou art powerful over that which Thou willest and Thoun feedest
whor.soever Thou desirest with Thy Hand. The world and the Kingdom belong-
eth to Mhee and Thou art the lMighty, the Omnipofent and the Beloved.

O ye believers of Godl O ye dear Triends of Abdul-Raha
rhe (oblet of the Covenant is overflowing and the vutrouring of the 3as-
towal of the Luminary of Ef “wlgence is manifesgt and apparent in the rege
sons Trom behind the insisible World, like unto the radiant }Moon. The
twilight of the lloon of Guidance is scattered and the Gruce of the Orh
of tne Beaunty of Abha is continuous and renowed. The fame of the grandeurs
of the lost Grest Name hath reached the Last and the Vesl wnd the lall of
tha Jause of the 3legsed Perfection hath encircled the North and the Ffouth.
The Fragrances of sanctity are being wafted and the Breeze of Life is pas-
sing by, The Word of God is upheld in the Everlasting Glory is revealed,
The Lamp of Divine Unity is ignited and the Plame of Clemency is glowing.
dram every direction the Call of 'Ya Baha X1 Abhal is rauged and in the
orient and in the Cccident the Teachinge of Cod has struck wonder to the
nheart :f every thinker, Phamphlets and periodicals are being published
and eireulated in America, Europe and Africa, A section of the Press is
awaxening the interest of the nations by exelaimigg., "Thi& Movement iz
gtupendous and of paramount importance." Some people express wonder and
astonishmant; others complaln bitterly on account of their intense wre~
judices, One of the nations say:; "After Yhe Jeparture of His Holiness ,
Ckhrist only a limited number of people were His Disciples; notwithstanding
this His fame became world-conquering and Hissong reachdéd the sphers of

ether.”™ 3But, the Blessed Perfection--may my life be a ransom to His bel~

-

ieverg, -- on the eve of Eis ascention hundreds and thousands were as-
yoclating together under the shade of the FPlag of Fis Majesty. From this
illuastration you can draw the conslugion that a 2" ghty resurrection will

be witnegsed in the not-far-distant future. One of the greatest ipostles
»f His Holinese the Spirit was the Great Peter; but, notwithstanding this,
before Chrigt's Crucifiction He became agitated and was harassed with fear;
wvhile thousands of souls, singing, dancing and clapping their hands, x
have given up their lives and hasténed toward the City of Mariyrdom, for
the sake and in the Path of the Most Great Name, Nxxmyx May Qg identity
be & sacrifice to His lriends.

t
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"In shordt, the affairs of the Cause revolve around just

such & center of self-abnegation., Now it is zelf~evident that the bel~
izver 2 of God must clothe themselves in these days with the attributes

of selfwsacrifice; consecrate their time t¢ the teaching of the heed-
1sf.5 ones; difiuse the sweet sroma of the Teachings; re-enkindle the white



e
flame znd make apperent the splendor of the Xeraiful,

") ye friends of God.' Is 3t befitting that we rest for cns
moment after the departure of the Beauty of the Clement, or seek the
orgunization of comaittees, or exhale and inhale one brBath of comfort,
or taste the honey of fleeting pleasure, or lay our heads on the cushions
of repose, or pursue the luxury and affluence of the world of creation?
io! I declare by God! This 1s not the condit‘on of loyalty nor the
gtate of faithfulness und appreciation.

"Therefore, O ye friends:; With heart and coul yearn for the
service ¢f the Divine Threshold and like unto the righteous ones beconme
ye the guardians of the Court of the Merciful., D3Servitude a¥% the Holy
Threghold means the spread of the PFragrances, the explanation of signs
and verses, thraldom at the Hall of Unity and attachment to the Palace
of kercifulness. Congider with what severance attraction andenkindle-
ment the apostles of His Holiness the Spirit may my life be a random
to Biml--arose in the promulgation of the Word of God after His Cruci-
fizion, %E hope from the Bestowal of the True One that we may likewise
walk in the footsteps of those pure ones and hasten unhesitatingly and
rejcicingly toward the Arena of Love and 3scrifice. This is the inesxhans-
tible ourpouring., This is the Grace of Hig Highness the Torgiviug Lord.

"In these deys the progress of the Div ne Principles are
impedsd in some parts and retarded in others, and. this has become conduce
ive to the sorrow und grisf of the Supreme Concourse; because the dwel-
lers OFf the Kingdom of Abha are expecting to see each one 0f us fulfilling
the conditiong of loyalty and for the gake of the love of the Most Great
Hame, sufier every form of persecution. A number of the umerciful frisnds
forsook their material franguility and composure and travelled from city
to city, nay rather, village to village, in order to diffuse the Fragrance
of God, Thesc souls, endowed with such pure spirits, became the objeects
of the commendation of the Bupreme Concourse-~kMay my life ve a ransom
to then-~for they became confirmed with this :08% exalted Grnce. They
spent thelr days amidst the greatest difficulties and hardships, and
enployed their time in the guidance of the negligent Ones.

"0 ye friends! This is not the time of rest and tran-
quility! This is not the season of silence and stillness, The Hight-
ingale of the rose-~garden of uprightness must display its wonderful mel-

disg -nd trills, The bird of guidance wust exhibit its eloguent sneech.
The light and the heat are the concomitant resulte of the lemp., The bré#l-
lianey of The stars must be everlasting. ‘“he existence of the ocesn
canntes ke waveg, The bitds must soar toward the apex. The pearls are
ingeparable from their luster snd sweet fragrance must qualify the blo-
gsoms 0of the rose-garden of knowledge. It is hoped that through the Psvor
of the Living, Self-Bubsistent, we may become assisted in 2o bgfitting man-
n8r, .

") ye belisvers of Godl Divine Teachings are conducive to

eternal life, the cause of the illumination of the world of humanity,
the means of Peace and concilliation, Love and Salvation, the hasis of
rellowghiv, Uprightness and Friendship in the world of creation and the
instrunent of unity andaccord, solidarity and inter-dependence amongst
the individuals of the body politic. Consequently you must lay the foun-
dation of this structure in this yprital world; thus you may donfer upon
it 1nfinite and abundant life and become the gowrce of the enlightenment
of the world of existence. It is Incumbent upon you to consort with all
the nations and peonle of the world with the utmost love, kindness and
show affection, justice, assistance, comsideration and courtesy to all
the different communities and sects. Become ye a remedy tvo every pain,
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a2 balsam of healing and recovery to every wound, to every weak one Dec oae
ye a support and sid andsuceor every poor. Become ye to the fearful ones
the impregnable Cave 0f safty and to the agitated ones a sure asylun.~--=-
On this great Cycle it is more acceptabls and beloved to close one's eyes
to a1l the limitations. The friends may become the manifestors of the
gualities of the Merciful and Clement and arise in the service of all hum-
anity; nay, rather they must be most kind toward the animals; for verily
His lercy nath encompassed 8ll things. ~----

"0 ye believers of God! Thig is the time of self-abnegation
ard renuncisation and the eras of servitude and loyalty., The utuiocst
height of this servant is the station of Servitude to Hls Highness the
Almighty, If He becomew accepted at the Thrseshold of Servitude how glo-
rious will be this most Great Pift, otherwise He will be deprived of the
Merey of God. Therefore the utmost hope =znd aspiretion of Abdul Baha
is to open Hig wings in this space, to run toward this. field, obtain ine-
finite exhilaration from this Wine, be intoxicated with this Cup and ac~
gquire the longing of heart and spirit. Every other mention  save this
unchangeable, Beloved Name (Abdul Baha¥ will become the cause of rerfect
grief and sorrow and the source 0f thegreatust regret and illimitable
remorse, I request from the friends of God that day and night they may
suoplicate and implore at the Divine XKingdom s0 that my servitude might
become accepted in the Threshold of Baha'o'llah..

"0 ye believers of Godl If you wish the joy, havpiness ang
tie composure of the spirit and the peace 0f the conscience of Abdul
Jaha, strengthen the bonds of union and harmony amongst yourselves
s0 That all of you may become the waves of one sea, the drops of
one river, the flowers of one guarden, the likks of one cuirasgse, soaring
in ore atwmosphere and breaking forth into one glaé song. This is the
cauge of my everlasting Joyi This is the motive of the repose of my
mind and heart in the eternal world! —--w-cmwerecveuaw-

To-day there,?s no greater service than union snd accorgd
amongst the believers. This is the imperstive NEED! This is the happy

consuwmmation., This is the most great attainment and the manifest RBest-
owsl Tor those who sre shelfered beneath the shade of the Blessed Treel

"Upon ye be greeting and nraisel!

(Signed) Abdul Baha Rbbas,



Bahal Pilgrims' Home, Mount Carmel,
Haifa, Syria, Jamusry 10, 1914,
Dear ¥Friends: : '

Yow i% rains, and again the thick clouds disappear
from the horizon, and the sun shines in its wonted glory only
for = few mimtes, The winds rave wrought havoe and thke ses
ig rough. The semi-circular strandfis one white corgl band
of moving waves. From the high slope of Mount Carmel one
witnesses a strange, wild scene of foany tumbling sea with
three steamers anchored probably three miles away from the
shore, These steamers arrived last night, and altkough they
have passengers on board, they do not dare to disembark them.
Thae strong and experieneced rowers risked their lives to lsnd
the mails, and charged s Westerner $25.00 to take him to one
of the steamers! The -sea tossed the boat like a ocockle
shell; now it was on top of the waves, anon it was dasked to
the bottom; +then after s few breathless moments one could see
1t again at the meroy of the waves, like the shell of a half
za;gut with a few ants in it, hurled distractediy hither and

nither. '

The weather showed such @ whimsical nature that the
Master did not leave the house all day. I went down and was
caught in the grip of a torrential rain, was sosked, but did
not see tiue Mastex, The next best tking to 4o was to wade:
through the water and mud and go t0 a Turkish bath at the
other end of the town, The BLESSED PERFECTION, as well .as
the Master, have frequented this bath, and thus, from my poigt
of view it is an interesting historical place. With a Turkish
bath in these parys many ceremonies are attendant, and the most
delightful rites are prescribed to e followe I scrupulously..

- In tae gfternoon we sathered pescefully in the house
of the Reloved,  There was a Haji present, and ke related to
us lots of the presoribed rituals in oconnection with the Hgji
lives when they go to Mecca. During the fifteen days pil-
grimage the slightest unconscious mistske committed is come
pensated by the sacrifice of one sheep, which costs £5.  Thus
several hundred thoussnds of sheep are killed every year
during these days of pilgrimage, and tkey are thrown into biyg
holes dug especdalily for this purpvose. - Putrefaction follows
alxl these depositories, being uncovered, are largely the cause
of cxolera and other epidemic diseases.’

In the evening all the pilgrims descended the
mountgin, The sky was by this time unclouded, and the full
xlorious queen of the heaven flooded tie matenless scene with
silver beaas. How uplifiting it was to see all these eager,
earnest souls walking together, hand in hand, on this wondefftul
night, toward the kome of the King of Kings{
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Vhen we were all together He sent Mirza Jalal to
take ue into His Presence, His face was beaming with joy.
We could easily see ihat He was Japyy, some fresh nows had
been lately received whiek kad msde His heart rejoice. The
clouds had agsin risen in the sky, and the rain was spattering
agalbst the window.

' With His wonderful didposition to adept His infor-
mal sonversation to the spirit of ike moment He took the
rain as His topies

"Phe rain does not stop. I have been intending every
day to go up the Mountain, but I kave been detained on asccount
of the rain, This im the rainy season. If the rain does
not pour down, if the wind does noty blow, if the storm and
tempest does not rage, the soul refreshing spring will not
appear. If the olouds do not weep the meadows will not
laugh. The murricane and tornado, the cyclone and the blast
-are the Narbingers of the spring.

Similarly, were there no tests and trials, no
nardships and afflistions, the attraction of the &earts eould
not be realized, ithe spiritual Pragrances could not be ob—
tained, nor eould mereiful happine s be acquired, and thae

beauties of the super-mundane sprlngtime would not have been
disclosed,

Toaav'I have felt well, Dav by day I am feeling
better. Througk the Bounty and Pavor of the BLESSED PERFEC-
TION I am daily geining back my kealth. Piom the dav that I

slept at the Holy Threshold of BAHA'OILLAH I have Telt stronge r
and kealthier. .

L] » »

Many letters kave been received botl from the
Best and the West. Praise be to God! +hat the Caounse of the
Merciful is advaneing, the Banner of the BLESSED PERFRCTION is
belng raised aigaer and higher, and day by day the echo of
the melody of the Eingdom of Abha is beling reverberated
throughout the columns of the earth.

In order to offer our thankfulness to ithe Beautly of
Abha for this HBestowal and Gift, day by dey we must increase
our c¢ffort and exertion; day by day we must add to our
meekness and mumility; we mist augment our faith and assurance

and know of a eertainty tkat all t&eae thlngs belonzg to Him
and not througk our exertion.

The BLESSED PERFECTIOH ras explicitly profised me
from His Own tongue that He will assist we.

IRest thou assured® He said *My Confirmations shall
reach thee,t
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This has ever Peen the cause of my oonsolstion.
Whenever these words are remembered My wound is hesled
and all the tempestis are calmed.® .

Then He spoke about other things, and after a few
minutes we were out in ihe court, the space again flooded
wiih the rays of the moon,

ARmad sohrabp



Bahai Pilgrims's Howe, Mount Carmel,
‘Haifa, Syrias, Jan, 10, 1914,
Tear rriendgy-

Now it raing, and again the thick clouds disappear fran the
horigzon and the sun shines in its wonted glory, only for a few minutes.
The winds have wrought havoc, and the sea is rough. The semicircular strand

is one white choral bané of moving waves., From the high slope of ifount
Carmel one witnesses a strange, wild scene of foamy, tumbling sea with
three steamers anchored probably three miles away from the shore., Thess

steamers srrived last mightyp, and although they have passengers on board,
they 40 not dare to disembark them. The strongand experie nced rowers
risked their lives to land the mails and charged a Westerner $25.00 to
take Him to one of the steamers. The sea tossed the boat like a cockle-
shell; now it was on the top of the waves, anon it was dashed to the bot-
tom; then after a few breathless moments one could see it again at the
meray of kkwxmergy the waves, like the shell of . a half walnut with a few
ante in it, hurled distractedly hither andthither,

The weather showed such a whimsiczl nature that the Haster

d.d not leave the house all day. I went down ané vas caught in the grip
g torrential rain, was soaked but did not see the Master. The next
st thing to do was to wade through the water and mud and go to & Tur-
sh bzth at the other end of the town. The Blegsed Perfection, as well
a3 the iaster, have frequented this bath and thus from my point of view

it ig an 1nue“est1ng, historiaal place. With a Turkish bath in these
parts many ceremonies are attendant and the most delightful rites are
prescribed td%jﬂ% followed scrupulously.

In the afternoon, we gathered peacefully in the house of the
deloved, There was a Haji present, and he related to us lots of the
vrescrived ritualg in connection.with the Haji lives when they to go lleccs,
During the fifteen days pilgrimage, the slightest, unconscious mistake
committed, is compensated by the sacriface of one sheep, which costs $5,00
Thue several hundred thousands of sheep are killed every sear during
thege days of pilgrimage and they are thrown into big holes dug egpecial-
1y for this purpose. Putr@faction followers and t%ese depositories,
veing wneovered are largely the cause of Cholera and other epidemic dis-
gageg,

In the evening, all the p11gr1ms descended the Moumtain,
The sky was by this time unclouded, and the full glorious Queen of the
Eeaven flooded the matchless scene with silver beams. How uplifting it
was to gee all these eager, earnest souls walking together, hand in hang
o this wonderful nignt, toward the Home of the King of Kingd. TWhen we
were all together, He sent Mirzas Jalal to take us into His Presence. Hig
face was beaming with Jjoy. We could sagily see that He was hRppy. ome .
Tresh news had been lately received which had made His heart rejoice, ~
“he 21louds had E again arisen in the sky and the rain was spattering
against the window. With His wonderful disnosition to adapt His informai
conversation to the splrit of the moment, He tooix the rain as His topiz..
"The rain does not stop. I have been intending every day to go upn the ?
lMountain, but I have been detained on account of the rain. This jg the
rainy season. If the rain does not pour down, if the wind does not Llow
if the storm and tempest does not rage, the soul-refreshing spring wiil '
not uppear., If the clouds do not weep, the meddows will not laugh. The
Hurricane and tornado, the dydlone and the blast, are the harbingers
of the svring. 111larly, were there no tests: and trials, no hardshipg
and afflictions, the attraction of the hearts could no@pe obtawned nor
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¢ould merciful happiness be acquired, and the beauties of the superaundane
gpringtine would not have been disclosed, To-~day I have felt well, Day
by day I am feeling better. Through the Bounty and Favor of the Blessed
Perfection, I am daily gaining back my health., -Prom the day that I slept
at the Holy Threshold of 3sha'o'llah I have felt stronger and healthiev,---
Many letters have been received, both from the East and the West. Praige
be to God that they contain good news. Praise be to God that the Lause

¢f the lierciful is advancing, the Banner of the Blessed Perfection is
being raised higher and higher and day by day the echo of the melody of
the Xingdom of :ibha is being reverbrated throughout the columns of the
sarth. In order ot offer our thankfulness, to the beasuty of Abha for

this Bestowal and Gift, day by day we must increase our effort and ex-
ertion; day by day we must add to our meekness and humility; we must
augusent our Tuith and assurance and know of a certainty that all these
things belong to Him and not through our exertion., The 3Rlessed Perfection
has explicitly promised me from His Own tongue that Ee will assist me.
"Rest thou assursd," He s§sd: "My confirmatioms shall reach thee.” This
hag ever been the cause of my consolation, VWhenever these words are
resembered nmy wound is healed and all the ftempests are calmed.” Then

He spoke about other things, and after a few minutes we were out in the
court, the svace again flooded with the rays of . the moon.

Ahinad 3ohrab.



Ht, Carmel, Haifa, Syria,’
January 13, 1914,

Dear Fricnds: the

One day is more beautiful than the other, but all,days are
heautiful on the Mount of God, the birthplace of the Prophets and
the cradle of the Messengers of God, Its air is from Pardise; its
sweet flowers are from heaven; its climate is apbrosial and the
rays of its sun are jJoy=intoxicating., Its sky is topyaise blue,
its plains and valleys are verdant, its stars are phenomenally
bllrht, its moon is a center of radiation and its secnery is exhil~
arating., One becomes filled wvith the sheer happiness of life and
comprchends the secret of peace as he walks across its rocky ficldse
The cry of Joy! Joy! is raised involuntarily from his 1ips as he
clintbs the Pounta1n, or logks at its variegated, delicate, aronatic
flowers, Like unto the fresh brides of June they peep out from bhex
hind the veils of their green leaves, showing their gentle faces
and winning your smiles and your heart., These thoughts came to ny
aind as I was descending the Mountain beside one of the o0ld Bahaig
He was in turn relating to me one of the most authentic traditions
of Moharmed, related by Bokhari, who is celcbrated for his accuracy
and wisdom,

It is related that on one accasion Mohammed was speaking with
his followers, and amongst other things He said: "At the time of
the end God shall manifest Himself to all mankind with all the at-~
tributtes of divinity and majesty, but very few shall advance towafd
fiiz: and the rest shall exclaim in horrer: 'We take refuge in Godl
0 what blasphemy!' Then again He will appear a second time, mani~
festing all the qualities of Servitude, and the people will flock
arcund Him and believe in Him and praise and laud His uncreated
YlI‘tlleS. .

By this time we reached the house of the Servant of God, and
half an hour later Fbne Asdag was swurmoned into His presence., For
n¢arly one hour they were together, and when he came out his face
was beaming with joy and contentment.

¥r. and Mrs, Holbach were permitted a visit, They had several
guestions to ask about the Yashrak~El=Azkar and its accessoeries,
Abaul Baha said: "VWhen these institutions, college, hospital, hos=
pice and establishments for the incurables, University for the
study of higher sciences and giving post=graduate courses and othe
philanthropic buildings, are built, 1ts doors will be opcned to all
the nations and religions. There will be absolutely no lihe of dew
marcation., Its charities will be dispensed itrespective of color
or race. Its gates will be flung wide open to mankind; prejudice
towards none, love for all. The central building will be devoted
to the purpose of prayer and worship., Thus far for the first time
religion will become harmonized with science, and science will be
the handmaid of religion, both showering their material and spirit-~
ual gifts on ALL humanity. In this way the pecople will be lifted
out of the gquagmires of slothfulness and bigotry,"

Haveéng looked through the guest hook of the German Roman Cath-
olic Hospice where they live, iMr, and lrs. Holbach found the signa-—
ture of ¥Mr. Thornton Chase, who came¢ several years ago to the Holy
Land to visit the Beloved of the world, This had intercsted themg
a great deal, considering the memorable visit of the llaster teo his

tonh in Los



tomb in Los Angeles,

In the evening all the Bahais gathered in the house and the
Taster called them to his presence, He gave a long talk illustram
ting it with his natural inimitable gestures, It was mainly addres-
ged to those who are trying to oppose the Cause, floating false
rumors, and fabricating groundless accusations,

"The very names of these peopkse shall be forgotten while the
Cause shall rise and rise to the very apogee of fame and glory.--—
Iy greatest agpiration is to see myselfl on the cross, Oh] how I
long for this cup and for its ruby contents! The most hateful
thing to my eyes is to 1lie in bed., I dislike 1t, How Y love to
see myself on the oross in these last days of my 1ife! That I may
become enkindled like unto a lamp betwixt the heaven and the earth,
There, there, my friends I LOVE to seec myself, Oh! God willing!
(and as he says thesef tragic words he laughs as though he were xk
telling about the most pleasant thing in life ~- yet with a grim
and dramatic determination ~«s many eyes were filled with tears
and. many more sobbing uncontrolladly. That that divine day may
scon come, that dlessed hour may soon arrive! I am the Servant of
the Blessed Perfection, In Bagdad I was a child, There and then
He anmnounced to me the Word, and I believed Him, As soon as He
proclaimed to me the Word, I threw mysclf at His Holy Feet and im~
plored and supplicated Him to accept’ this one drop of blood as a
sacrifice in His Pathwag. Sacrificel How sweet is’ the word to my
taste, There is no greater bounty than this for me! Vhat greatler
glory can I conceive than to see this neck chalned for His sake,
these feet fettered for His Cause, If in reality we are His sin~
cere lovers —— if in reality I am His sincere Servant, then I umst
gsacrifice my 1ife, my all at Hls Blessed Threshold. The Blessed
Perfection has trained and educated fie for morc than fifty years
that I may sacrifice my life for Hiwm, Praise be to God} that the
Favors and Bountdes of Bahalo'llah have caused the appearance of
such friends as are spréaders of the Glad-tidings and ready at
every moment to sacrifice their lives. They have no idea save selfw=
gacriflce, VWith heart and soul they are devoted to the Cause, °
Like uwnto the stars they shine, and like unto thé msea they wavel”

He spoke about other matters bringing in humor and laughter,
and for the present casting off the veil of sadness and gloom which
was thrown over us by the effeet of his previous words. It was ak
tegether a wonderful meeting, displaying more than ever the height
and depth of the Master's character and exhibiting his divine emo~
tions under the spell of his own earnestness,

(Signed) Almad Sohrab,
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Bahai Pilgrims' Home, Kount Carmsl,
Haifa, Syria, Jan. 13, 1914,

DNear Friends:-

One d4ay is more bsautiful than the other, but all the days
are beautiful on the Mount of God, t»e birthplace of the Prophets and the
eradle of the Messengers of God, Itz air is from Paradise; its sweet flo-

ve are from heaven; its climate is ambrosial and the rays of its -smn
are joy-intoxicating. Its sky isg turquoise blue, its plains and valleys
are verdant, its stars are phenominally bright, its moon is a center of
radiation and its secenery is exhilirating. One becomes filled with the
sheer happiness of life, and comprehends the secret of pesce as he. walks
acr.ss its rocky fields. The ery of Joy! Joyi is reised involuntarily
from his livs as he climbs the Mountain, or loocks at its variagategd,
delicate aromatic flowers., . Like unto the fresh birds of June they peep
out from behindthe veils of their green leaves, showing their gentle faces
and winning your smiles and your heart, Thegse thogghts came to my mind
as I was descending the Mountain beside one of the 0ld Bahais{ He was in
turn realting to me one of the most authentic traditions of Mohammed, re~
lated by Bokhari, who is celebrated for his accuracy and wisdom. It is
reiated that on one occasion Mohammed wag speaking with His followsrs,
and amongst other-things He said:~ "At the time of the end God shall
maenifest Himself to all mankind with all the attributes of divinity and
ma jesty, but very few shall advance toward Him and the rest shall excelaim
in horror: '"We take refuge in -God! O what blasphemy!" Then again He
will appear & gecnnd time, manifesting all the qualnt:es of Servitude,
and the people will flock sround Him and believe  in Him and praige and laug
Him uncreated virtues.,! By this time we reached the house of the Servant

¥ Gdd, and fater half an hour Ebne Asdag was summoned into His presence,

hor qearly one hour they were together, and when he canme out his face was
beaming with joy and contentment, -~

Mr, and 4rs, Holbach were permitted a visit, They had
several questions to a gk about the Mashrak-El-Kzkar and its accessories,
He sadd: ihen these jnstitutions, college, hospital, hospice and esg~ ’
tablighments for the incurables, Un1ver31ty for the etudy of higher scien-
ces and giving post graduate courges and other philanthropic buildings,
are built, its doors will be opened to all the nations and religiomg. There
will be absolutely no line of demarcation drawn, Its charities will be
dispensed irrespective of color and race., Its gates will be flung wide
open to mankind; prejudice toward nome, love for all, The central building
will be devoted to the purpose of prayer and worship. Thus for the first
tiie religion will become harmonized with science and science will be the
Y -dmaid of religion, both showing their material and spiritual gifts
0. ALL humanity. In this way the people will be Lifted out of the c;{hifﬁ,ﬂﬁk,
0f slothfulness and bigotry." _ )

Having looked through the guest Book of the German
Roman Catholic Hospace where they live, Mr. and Mrs. Holbach found the
gignature of kr. Thornton Chase, who came gseveral years ago to the Holy
land to visit the Beloved of the world, fThis had interested them agreat
deal, considering the memorable vigit of the Mastev to his Tomb in Los

nngeles.

In the evening all the Bahais gathered in the house,
and the laster called them to His Fresence. He gave a long talk illustrating
it with His natursl intmitable features, It was mainly addressed to those
who are trying to oppose the (ausse,
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