Ahciad's Diary Aug. 20,1913 - i

assist gaoh gtuer, wo YR&L Sm e powere of the kingdom oa-pperwiion
and reciprocity be obtained . Jorrasyondence and osmmunioetion are the
two greatest weaps for solidarity. 1t is eald thad correspondence ls
agual to half mestiag. : o

"porward a sopy of this tebles to all parts, 8o that the friends
of God in every oity in a represantative way wmay sorrespond with other
agitien, espeoinlly Amerion. This will be the dauvs of onkindlement and
the means of attradtion. %The souls will becoms oxhilarsted, the sanly -
its pladdened, the hearts stirred inte cheerfulness, and tha Lroasts
dilated .» . R o _

ALl the nights: and 4 of Ramlish are without a drep of rain.
Personally, sinve my axvival hgre I have not felt .the heat, Yut, on
the wther Band, somé days are dietinatly cosl ia the shede. The sky
is a8 blue s the bDluest turquaies, exoept now amd then you see sumnll
volumas of oloud drifiéing Aithey and thithor alulcesly. In tho Bastd
taa oeaven is 11lumined at night by radiant etarn: in the ¥yet theo
ezt is 1llumined by the power of elaviricity. Juring the winter tipe
thore is not s speck of snow ., The natives do nat Xnow what snow is .
Yhoy have nevey saen it. ' :

Todey, ubout halfl past thred, the Halowed pussed by the house ,and
gudled out my neme, and I was with him Iin & scsoond. He teld me to
toaka the lattars with wa, ' 1 was glad of thie. Renelilug the gsie of
tha garden, 1 kaoocked % the doox, firss with my fist, then with an
unbreolla, snd finally with & piece of aisna. At laet the gardenor was
ween snbling slong. The Mastey, entering the garden took off his
blask cost and yellow aba, and put thowm Mimeelf, on the Nranch of a
Tig tres near-by. Xow Ke was all in white., e laoked Jilkte & gloricus
sngel of lignt. I was %11 slons with him in thie lovely gardon,and
how 1 wished thase Avarican Lrionds who love him wore here. J#or a
fow nminutes no walked around the avenues, and I could see his wonder -
ful farm Shrough 88 Wranched which moved by the wafting of the vosl
broese. “dhon the westher is good ,* he sald, "my oonstitution inmod-
istely repponds o it . ond I feel a differont porson . Then he ¢tarted
to diotute tablets, covering a large fisld. Une third monthly report
of K» . Joosph H. Hannen wae vesd . Ay e oontinusd to read it trans-
Iation, his faoe brightened, and, Yacalling different namss mentioned in
the letters, ne would axolaim: *Aravo, Mre . Selmont! Grave, Yo and Gnt®
Ba directed me to send 0o0pies of the report to Cairs mnd Tehoran, so
that they might spread {4 to oiher Bahal gentern, mnd took the Hngiish
original himself, 1n ths eveniug heo gaid to the dellevers that e good
raport wee reselived from Washington, 1 was vory Asppy to read it. You
wuet aldg read 44.* ' - -

Aftor two hours of dictation, he loft the garden to wee & house
which ha desires Lo Tent for Vaw coming pligrine from India amd Fersie.
On the woy, we met the son of the former Consul kashew Khan, in Dawmss -
cus, with the secretary of the Qoneulate in Alexandria. They ned come
to pay their homage to the Seleved . After saeeing tho houns, the
¥anter took the now aryivals %is the apartmont of Hirza Abul Faxml, snd
thors on the varanda sonversed with thaw, An the won of the Consul -~
2 plesvant, polite young men - had just mrrived fros Jonstsntineple, the

/
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topis of coanversation wes .Mtul'tlla' lﬁrnod toward that dirsction, and
tho late war asnd its direful oonsequencas. '

*ng thoughtes of the atatesmen of tha Kasd are atyrophiod ,* he sald .
*sheir heurts are devoid of tho love of the progress of the nation.
Thair idoaw are petty sud not sublimae, ecelffvh and not disinterewted,
lazal and not genoral. They think more of thoir ow advancement and
of tholr own intorssts thesn of those of the oounitry. They are not
for-geeing putriots, dud lnexperiendod tyrou. They sse the resources
of thelr oountry when-they Feslize thay can 1)1 thsir own pockots.
xcepy in two instanoen, the two ¥ohamnadan goungries of the ¥ast have
- not produced real wiatesmen: for the lest 200 years. $he rest have
voen ordinary mon with less than the ordinary politiesl sagecity . ¥hen
I was in Jonstantinople, I heard on every side the praise »? Fond Fasha
the thon grand visloer, At.that time I was aboul saventeon or aightean
years old., One day 1 was 1in the houss of Kamal Fashe, tiw former
asnbassador of Turkey to Feveia., o apoks Persinmn Llusntly, end ow
wa knav him during Ris offiaisl position in Toharan ho called om ue
during our short ekay in $hat oity, and i returned his vieis, Unile .

I wmg talking with Xamal Fasha, the arrival of Ppad FPasha was announvad .
I thought now I will bhave the gpportunity of moeeting tnie colebrated
etateswan, and shell heaxr Lyrom his 1lipe worde of political wiedom and
intelleotual vorsatility . As soon as 1 entered, hls Iirst word ad-
dresped to Kamal Pasha wan, '1 ocould not cledp last nignt ' A states-
zan who oould nod slesp all night must of neccssity be thinking out the
vast plans of sowe admisistrative reform or publio or oivio welfare . 'l
did not enjoy one wink of wlumher ti11 worning, the rosult boing tne
coupouition of two blank verses,' he sald. *Po you went we Yo read them
to you?' 1 sat there sstonishod at thin stnte of affaire - that the
grand vizier of an empirs donw not bleep Rll night for writing ¢we
vargen! The verses wora some pocticsl sxaggeration about the veauty

and trossags of the Beloved . When hae left the room I asked XKamal isehas,
‘Wny did you 90 volubly praise these vapid vorsse?' lie ssid, 'dWny, we
san't do otherwise,**

Then ke %0ld us another long story aboul this mam, whe ordored
the k1lling of several bundred pereons, aziling iwo of threa thoussnd
innocent mon, paying s large indemuity of eight millions o some of
the suropesn powers Just %o satisly their demands YUmsed upoen oeriain
sasurrences tuat hed tranepivred in &yrian: while in Feysia, during the
ministry of the great Guemmmgow, the legation nf one of tha foreign
povere was burned to the ground and soventy-twa peaple were hurned by
the populsas; but that far-sighted and astute minister wo doxterously
satisfied thmt foreign power, without paying sny indermitby or killing
ar vanishing any one, that this one act alone begams hie greatest polite

iosl feat . :

#inile I waw in Adrisnople, Xhorashosd Fasha the Voll asked we one
dny sbout the fulures possibilities of the country. 'Do you want me %o
glve you my frank opision?' I asked, 'Yos, of courss,' he answored ,
'Then, let me illustrats your poeition by a etpry. During war against
s forsign nation, one 0f the moldiers was s trioken with s severe sicknoess
The military dostor, olwerving his sase, rocommdnded him to the sentry ., !

' sontinued
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5o mas § tell you,' be vaid %0 the sentry . 'JThis wan will not sleep
tonignt. It is the orunisl night of his alekness, but toworrow he will
fosl Wter ., Hurse him bory oswrefully, and watan over him all nignt .
The dootor went, anxd after sunset e sontry came aroupd to take his
rosition. ALter an hour or w0, ke saw that thoe sick wan wap getiting
worse, bempaning and lamaniing loudly. In order ts allevintc hip pain,
ho pgave him an oplum pill, A® & result of this, he slept soundly elld
pigat, In the morning, the dootor oame snd gaw that the condition of
bhe patient waw worse. XNot baing able to explain the relepee, he rent
for the santry, ‘Want &id you give him 1ast nigntt' ‘Oh, ho wag in.
such o frantic condition that I gave him only one pill of oplum,after
#nloh he eleph quletly all nighk » 1pid you not think that 1, who am
a doctor, know this remedy Just ns well, but did not give i% to hiw
Vécauno it would have made him worse®'! 'What do I sare gbout this oonw
glderationt Opn my watoh 1 »nted o sloep, and thiv patient disturbed
wy sleep. 1 gave hiw an oplum pill, wnd {$ wcrved ite puryose. To-
night thors will be angther watchman. That the vetient is gotiting woree
does not roubles me in the least.' ‘Now' - the Hester ssid to the gov-
exnoy - ‘1% is your watoh time. You are not doing anyining $o iwprove
the oondition of the slok vountry. You are putting it to slesp, In.
stead of watehing the patient solicitousiy, snd pulling him through,
yau prefer your own rest and gomfort.'*

After this the Xastor brought hian two guents to our howe, oi-
forsd thom tos, Salked %o them mbout his Amseriesn tour, and invited
tner to the ilotel Visterde for dimner. Happy ars thope wuo btathe
in the eunshine of his Love! '

Ansnd  Ashynd



Remleh, Egypf, Angust 26, 19138,
Desnr Friends:

A glimpse of the Beloved Nightengele flying by our homnse toward
the roge-garden to sing songse and snthems, whereby the hearts are
pladdened and the soula of the people of tne world rejoliced: a sweetl
voice while returning to his heavenly nest alter entertaining until
late at night noble guests at the Wotel Victoria--~is all that I can
report of the movements of the Master, In the interval, we may
vividly imagine him speaking many wonderful words, probably relating
some delightful stories:to bring home hig points: now launghing, now
gerious; now rising to the height of eloguence, inspired with the Fire
of God, agein silent, his eyes shut, contemplaéivof'but hig very Presencs
irradioting the dynsmic forse of spirituslity--all these and more than
these, not only can we well imagine, but see them with the eyes of our
mind and visualise them with the sight of our sonsuience.

Last night Hajl Mohammed, the brother of Ahmad Yazdi, arrived from
Port Said, and brought us our mail., I had a few letters from Americs,
the contents of which gave mueh pleasure to the Beloved. The bhreeze of
good nevs ot ever waft from the direction of the West to gladden the
beart of the Center of Light; the news of fresh viotories like umnto &
c¢lear streem mst flow from fhe Occident toward the Orient, lay the
believars of Bod during the coming Avntumm and winter plant new seeds in
the gardens of the hearts, educate new souls in the divine school, adoran
with new stars the heaven of Reality, upraise new banners in the invinci-
ble army of the Kingdom, train new flowers in the Paradise of ABHA, send
out & new voice through the pillasrs of the earth, heersld the new ies-
sape with a new enthusiamsm, break through the renk and file of indiffer-
ence with » new impetwosity, invite new guests to sit around the heaven-
ly table, aul new thirsty ones to drink from the spring of Life, croate
o new motion in the spirity, throw a new gtir in the world of ideals
and have new highways leading to the Supreme Concourse,

In the morning I went to Alexandris ané having dilspatched sonme

.letters snd nttended to duties entrusted to me by the Master, returned,

A1l dey our home was an interesting center for the soming and goiug of
the believers and the pllgrims, Haji Abbas reseived permission to
return to his home vis Constantinople and Russia.

In the afternoon I cslled at the apurtment of Mirza Ahul Fazl.
There were Several young Arab Behals present, and to ny pleasant
surprise the subJeck of discussion was an artiole by Arthur Brisbane,
the Editor of the Hearst paper in New York. The article dealt with the
wonders of science and the dlscoveries of thig age. It was translated
into Arzbic by an Egyptian dsily and published in its ocuvrrent issue.
Hirze Abnl Pazl ocould not asgroe with certain statements made by Me.
Brisbane. After mmch discussion pro and con she directed Hossein Rovhy
to write an answer and forward 1t ot the Bditor of the paper which ig
published in Cairo. As I sat there, I thought how small the world is
alter alll What wonld Arthur Brisbune ssy or think 4id ho kmow that .
thie artiole peomned in a new world, thousands of miles away, surrounded
hy & complex civiliszation, 1s being discussed and oriticized by o number
of Arabien Stndents supervised by a Persian philosopher in a summer
resort of the ancient Egypt. Truly the world is becoming one!



T may end this letter with oxtracts from some Tablebs which I
news sethered out of the manuaocript boolk of one of the Pllgrinms,
They reflect the Bahai qunalities and spirit, He says:

O ye friendp of God and easolistontos of Abduvl Bahol

Mgt con I write and what oen I sayl Thet which is in the heeort
8n71 neithor be translated into words nor written on paper, and that
which gon bo nmoulded into phrases ccanot express the susceptidility
0% tho heowt and conselousness; therefore I addvess you., 0 ye renl
felonda! Turn the mirrors of your heats foward mlne, Unaunesiionsbly
the mreteries of this heart shall bosome relflectod unpon those hervths
20 $hoe emotlong of this lounging one will hecona evident snd monifest
in all the rorions,

"The world is bleelky the Divine Baestowsl ie rodiant, This blse'moss
mgd be ghangod iato light, snd thic narrow, dar aphere mat be trange
Termed iato 2 vast, illimitable universe of illumiunbtion,  The body of
the world is a dead corpse; it must be vesnseitnted, It is whithered;
16 matb be mede frosh ond blooming., I is exfinet: it rwet be enkindled:
it 1s the aresa for the oxpression of animozity, it must bo made the
davnlug-rlace of love end good-Tellowship. It i¢ the place of oripin
for the ommnation of countention; we rmst make it the axis sromwad which
=ans pevolves undty. It Lo the ouposition of the baser gualitios
whizh loed to otermal éispraco: we rmupt malre it the riging-point of the
volulpent rays of the‘Everlaating.Glory. The strangers most be instrue~
ted in the lossons of neighborliness; the heedless ones mede awero: iho
cnieniog st be loved, and the hateflwl ones bo ghown 'rindness, Vo must
become flaming torches and the Burning Pire of God, We mmot move this
OPLd and 1llumine this dark globe, 1 thig deponds upon the effort
of the friends and the sacrifice of the Beloved Onag"

In snother Tablet he Bays:

"0 thou servant of the Almighty!

"Bog of God that in this world groaning with paln and troubles,
the nayest resplire a breath of rest, and 1n this sorrowsbegirdled globe
thon nmayest obtaln heppiness. This bestowal will not become utnveiled
and this grace will not sdorn tho assemblage of the hoarts save by
severance from all else save God and turning one's attention corpletely
townred the Kingdom of Abha, This severance and attention will not bo
obtained sove by attraogion with the Fragrances of God and en%indlement
with the Fire of the Love of God, ' This attraction 2nd enkindlpment
7111l not ve renlized except through tesching the Oause of God, Upon
thee he Baho and uwpon every one who 1s severed, attentive, sttracted
ond enwindled; econveying the Messago while he is firn ana steadfast,”

"0 thou vho art exhilaratoed with the cur of the True One!

*Tnou hast the desire to render a mighty service at the Threchold
of the Almighty. Happy art thou that thou artl{confined) confirmed with
thin bounteous aim, To-day ecotagy snd yearning ot the Throsholdn of
God, enizindloment with the Fire of the Love of God, attractlon with the
Iragrances of God and the song and melody of the Supreme Concourse are
true services., Be thou an ignited torch and c¢ast upon all the peovle

%ge reflection of the rays, Enkindle the Fire of love and burn avay
ali vells.



Jonfer upon everyons spiritual joy and gladness, and manifest a merciful
nature snd disposition, Deliver mankind from prison and lead them to
the couvrt of Guidance.

Tre following is a tablet with many Persian metaphors:

"0 ye who are intoxicated with the Wine of God!

"The DBreeze of the Mexciful is wafting from the rose-garden of
Lternity; the luminous Morn hath davmed from the horizon of significan-
ces; the Clarion Call reaches {o the ears from the XKingdom of ibha; the
meledy of the wisdom of the hightengale of the meadow of sanctity is
reised; the Yaradise of unity and the orchard of Abstraction are opened

muxnrlant; the roses of idealism and the flowers of the mercifal
verivi

3
ics are lawghing and bloom; the hyacinths and anemones are fresh ans
odoriferous; the trees of the divine garden are fruitful, their roots
Tirrm in the ground; the rivers of life are Tlowing; the founbsin of
wnending Grace is gushing forth, leaping playfully on and on; the liver-
ty~-loving Cypress has raised its branches evect toward the shy; the long
ing dove is cooing; the real Leila with rosy-cheeked countenance is man-
ifast, the Majnoon of Consciousness with bvruning heart is evident; the
nightengale of the heaven of God is bresking into ideal siraing, and the
thrugh of spirituality is wispering the mysteries of Truth with the Face
of the Celesvial Rose. TFromw every direction one hears e new note and
antiemn, and on gll sides The hearts of the lovers gre ablaze and setl
aflow, The greet muirmur of the Divine lyre and harp is roised Tfrom
everwy t-ig, and the ravishing notes of violin oand mandolin are heard
Trom the turrets of every palace, Listen ye to the charming strairs
of tie Honvenly Harp, and give your ears to The diapason of thie Suvreme
Concuonrszse, Take ye in your hands the nmusicel instruments of the Xinsdom
and play uron thew the wonderiunl melody in the praise of the Glorious
Toxnd in the Gerden of Sanetification, Praise be to God that ye are
tho Lirds of these meadows, the impersonations of these ideals, the men~
Lfestors of the Bounties of the Clement Lord and the dewning-places of
the of the BSun of Existence. The probtection of Gad is with vyou,
2114l inexnaustible begtowals have surrounded you. lire long the
Traces of the True Ohe shall be revealed, and the lights of God shall
11lvming the East and the West. '
Upron ye bhe BAIIA! O ye believers of GOD!
: (Signed) Abdad Baha Abbas,

iy This is, in a way, 2 faint shadow of {the original., It is impossible
to translate a Tablet like this whithout losing muech of its poetic beauty
aind artistic setting. The original is like a wonderful song of Life,
incomparable in its eloguence and delicacy of expression., It is a spirit
val poem written by the Beavenly Seer. The Western mind is not accustomed
to the flowery expresgions, bubt to the Easterner every word has its dis-
tinet and spiritual meaning, its exact value and counterpart; every

nirase is o gem and every thought the source of great joy. Thus the
Divine llenifestation of this day knows how to speak with the people of the
Hast and of the West, and for the first fime inthe history of mankingd,
pringing together the two hemispheres into closer ties of amity/eand better
nnderstanding!

Ahmad Sohreb. .



Ramleh, Egppt, August 87, 1913,
Dgay Friends:

Tesch the Word of God, sprend the Glad-Tidings of the Xingiom,
counvey the Mespapge of Unity, and raise the Flag of Internsiional
Peace; nold the foremost ground in the Bahaei Cause. When we regoive
certain heavenly privileges snd spiritusl distinctlons, we must of
necensity share them with the rest of our fellow-men, By teaching,
onr own kmowledge will be inereased. When water is not constently
in a flowing state, 1t will stagnete and become fon), no matter how
crystaline and pure. If you have a handful of seedes, you must sow then
during the season so that you mey gather a crop at the harvest tiwme.
Jow this is the peed=sowlng time of the Kingdon of ABHA. This and
this slone will yleld fruilts, DThere are no crops 4o be gathered ab
“hig time, We rmuet like the wise 0l1d farmer arige early in the mora-
ing snd go sbout our business with no other thought in our mind~-sowing
the seeds. We mmat sow a1l the seeds that Baha'o'llah and Abdul Basha mve
glven pa, and if we exhaust the supply--which I doubt being possible~~
thay stand ready to replenish it from their invisible store-house, Once
the seeds are sown, the Sun of Providence shall shine forth, the Breeze
of Mercy will waft, the main of Clemency will puur down, causing the
seedg to sprout and grow into & lavely field--little by little becoming
green, waving with that soft, besuvtiful verdancy, and atteining o the
stage of fruition, the sheaves laden with grain, gently murmring under
their golden burden, Then is the tlme of wvejoicing for the farmer, be-
cause before his vision i3 spresd the wonderfud field, the wresunlt of

.his labor and industry.

Before anything else we mmel lay the foundatlon, snd then go ount to
gathsr mortur, stone, brick, lime, heuling mechinery and laborers to
Puild the houSe., What benifit will meorue to me if we buy furniture or
houvse-utensils before it is ready® How can we build the roof or 7ill the
intervening walls before the structural frame-work is put together? Ib
would be a waste of energy and loss of time, A wise builder lays a good
baoig for his home, collestn all the necessary materials, and thengoes
on step by step in ita construction., Abdul Baha, through his life,
deolds and teachings, has taught ue and is daily %eaohing ug how this is
the rmogt inmportaunt work of the Cause. Soon the season of Autum and Wine
ter will draw near upon the Assemblies of the West., Thelr supreme duby
ig to arise unaaimously in the awakening of the souls and the sougding
of the trumpet of God. Shonld they follow the example of our Divine
Farmer in the coming ssason, they will unquestionably resp a great crop
by next ¥March; they will sece the reflection of their jJoyous faces in the
sirror of the Xingdom, and they will observe theilr names iasceribed upon
the neart of our Beloved with the pen of light, The friends all over
Areric: and Forope are longing to serve the Cause, Praise be to God,
their aims are humenitarian, their ldess are lofty, thelr love Ffor the
Center of the Covenant is manifest, thelr esgerness to diffuse the lighh s
o the sun of Reality evikdent and their spiritual susceptibilities warm
and sglow, They are the servants of the world of humenity, and the here
21ds of the Kinpdom of Abhsl



# 2.

May they become confirmed to teach the Cange with a new fervor and
inspiration! 1In a Tablet reveasled by the Master, several yests ago,
and which can be applied with force to the present subject, he says;

"The believers with the utmost firmness and steadfastness mst
engage in the teaching of the Oause. They mmst become united and agreeod.
They are 2ll the drops of one river, the waves of one sea, the breezes
of one garde, the streams flowing from one fountailn, the birds soaring
toward one apex, the hyacinths adorning one park; intoxicated with one
wine, and their hearts revished by one melody, It is hoped that the
friends nay become sanctified and holy above all the earthly conditions,
and in concord and harmony, in the unity of ldentity, the unity of gnale
ity, the unity of opinions, and the unanimity of thought msy set an exan~
ple for the believers of other countries and become the spiritusl lesd-
ers of this arena. Kow all the aims must verge toward one spring, and
all the efforts be centralized in one object, and that is: the diffus~
ion of the Pragrances of the Merciful and the promulgation of the Word
of the Almighty. The time of systemation and orystallization, organ
ization shall come, Now is not the time for it. The aim of all the
friends must be thig: +the dlffusion of the Fragrances of Holiness,

When the efforts of one are concentrated around this oune objJect, uwndoubt-
edly he will become the manifestatimn of the Confirmation of the Manifest
Light, Except the guldance of the soulg, no other cause is equally con-
firmed., 1If any person entertaina other %houghts than this, ungquestionsab~
ly he will regret, '

"During the season of ssed-sowing you csnnot gather & crop, and at
the time of irrigation, harvesting is uathinkable, The soul who during
the summer season engages hig time in planting the trees, will not reap
any reward, for that is the season of frult-gathering, and not the
season of tree-planting,. In short, the purpose 1g this: during the
season of this Divine Spring, we must occupy all our time in seed-sow-
ing and irrigation, and not harvesting and crop-collecting.”

This morning the Beloved called on Mirzs Abul Fazl, and for half
an honr spoke with him on the importance of teaching the Cause in this
day, ead the subserviency of all other ideas to the idea of promoting
the Word of Gdd. In the aftermmon he resorted to the rose-garden in
ordsr to string together some of the Jewels of the Xingdom that the
friends may delight their eyes by beholding them. In the egening he
entertained a Russian Prince and s numbser of Arab Sheiks at his home.
In enone of these meetings was I present, so unhappily I cannot write
or wreport anything about then.

Lelters and coblegrams are pouring in from all parts of the world.
The Msster is daily growing stronger, and 1s attending to all the in-
aumerable dutlies laid on his shoulders.

Mirza Moneer, Mirza Ali Akbar end Mirga Mahmoud are all in good
health and send to every Western Bahai the wonderful Abhs Greeting. We
all pray togebher for spiritual nearness, heavenly fellowhip, devine
association and the removal of all resial, patriotic and religious
barriers between the East and the West; this bringing together the two
hemisphercs, which have been separated.

Ahmad‘Sohrab.



Ramleh, Egypt, August 28, 1913,

Dear Friends:

_ The spiritual life of the Bast is ¢alm and uplifting. It has

a purely moral and oelestlal aspect, It purifies one's aims and
cleanses one's ambition. It ennobles the charascter and burnsg away
the self. It changes the satan Into the angel, end transmutes the
iron into gold. There is a subtle influence in this 1ife which works
llke magic upon the heart of man. It steadies the nerves, confers

an equipoise, intensifies the spiritual feelings, and bestows mental
calmness and serenity. The realization of the power of faith and
prayer davms upon the mind; the Divine Presence is felt as never he-
fore, and the Holy Light breaks upon the darkened chambers of the
heart. One cannot describe this life, if he writes a2 thousand books.
Those who have 1ived in the East and have experienced this feeling
cannot describe it in words. It is asontagious fire which is capable
of setting aglow many hesrts and ingpiring meny imaginations whith
glorious plctures of heavenly attributes; while on the one hand the
life of the Bast is sweetly contemplative, the life of the West is
energetically active; the former is a noble caim river, the latter is
a turbulent, rushing cyelone. One interprets lirfe aubgectively, the
other elucidates it obJeoctively. The Bahai Movement establishes s
balance between the two extremes. The materialism of the Occident is
given a new impetus of Spirit, and the uvanprodvctive mysticism of the
Orient discountenanced and work is constituted worship, Thus the
Cause ie in g position to help both hemispheres with & new spiritunal-
ity end new philosophy. The Beloved is deily working for the consum-
mationof this object, Except through the power of Bsha'o'llash, this
ideal will not become: revealed, this thought will not be materialized,
this longed-for result will not be obtained and thls prayer will not
be angwered,

To-day we did not see the Master, sxcept glimpses of hinm as
he nassed before our house two or three times. He was occupied gll
day from early morning until very late. In the evening, the correspon-
dent of "Mogattam", @ublished in Cairo} called on him, and had a long
interview. These days the Magter devotes much of his time to revealing
Tablets for the Persian bellevers, He is fulfilling his wnromise, that
after his return from America and Europe, he will answer all their
petitions, After several days of waiting, he gave me only one hour to
present to him several important supplications. I reproduce herein the
trenslation of one of these Tablets, dealing with "Woman's question”,
a questlon that is very opportune and timely at this Juncbure, hoth in
America and Burope, and is the toplec of discussion in the press and in
the pulpit., It is as follows.

"0 thou my beloved daughter!

"Thy eloquent &nd fluent letter was perused in g garden,
under the cool shade of a tree, while the gentle breeze wrns wafting.
The means of physical enjoyment was spread before the eyes, and they
letter became the cause of gpiritunal enjoyment. Truly I say it was



not a letter, but & rose-garden, adorned with hyacinths and flowers.
It contained the sweet fragrance of Paradise and the Zephyr of Divine
Love blew from its roseate words.

"As I have not ample time st my disposal, I will give .herein &
brief, conclusive snd comprehensive snswer., It is as follows;

'In this revelation of Bahe'o'llah the women g0 neck and neck

with the men, In no movement will they be left behind., Their rights
with men are in equal degreee. They will enter in all the administma-
tive branches of politica, They wlll attain to such a degree which
will be congidered the very highest atation of the world of humanity,
and will ftake a part in all the affairs, Rest ye assured. Do ye not
look wvpon the present conditions; in the not far distant future the
world of women will become all-gefulgent and all-glorious, for His
Holiness Bahe'o'llah heth willed It so! At the time of elections
the right to vote is the inslienables right of womep,end the entrance
of women in all the human departments 1s an irrefutable and incontro-
vertible question., No soul can retard or prevent it. But there are
certein matters, the participation in which is not worthy of women.
Por example; at the time when the community is taking vy vigorous
defensive measures against the attack of the foes, the women are exzempt
fronm military engagements, IV mey so happen that at a given time the
war-like and savage tribes may furiously attack the body politie, with
the intentlon of earrying on a wholesale slaughter of its members}
nnder such a circumstance defence is mnecessary; but it 1s the duty
of men to organize and exeoute such defensive meamuses and not the womeni
because thelr hearts are tender and they cannot endure the sight of tme
horror of carnage, even if it is for the sake of defense. From such ad
gimilar undertakings the women are exempt.

'As regards the consitution of the House of Justice; Baha'o'llah
eddresses the men., He says: "0 ye men of the House of Justicel"
but, when the members are being elected, the right, which belongs to
women 80 far as their voting and thelr volce ig concerned, is indis-
mutible., When the women attain to the ultimate degree oFf progress, then
according to the exigency of the ftime and place and their great capacity,
they shall obtain extraordinary privileges. Be ye confident on these
accounts, His Holiness Baha'#'llsh has greatly strangthened the cause
of women and the rightas and privileges of women is one of the greatest
principles of Abdul Bgha, Rest ye assured! E.e 1on$ the days shall
come when the men, sddressing the women, will say: 'Blessed are ye!
Blessed are ye! Verily ye are worthy of every gift; verily ye deserve to
adorn your heads with the orown of everlasing glory, because in scieunces
and arts, in virutes and perfections, ye shall hecome egual to men, and
ag regards the tenderness of heeart and the abundance of mercy and
sympathy, ye dre superioz,'

I received several letters from England and America, each
contalning cherring news of the steady growth of the beloved Causse,

Ahmed Sohrad,



FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAGSB .

.Ramleh, Egypt, Aug. 29, 1913
Dear Frignda:

One of the Persian poete says, “All the means are prepared for
this and yet thou art sitting idle.* The outcome of the school and
college years must be a useful, active life for the community. If &
child is endowed with happy surroundings, if fortune has smiled uposn
him, he must avail himself of these opportunities and prepare himseclf
daily, so that when he leaves college he may enter upon the stage of
life ready to act his part with onsummate ability and confidence. But
if he whines disconsolately, not using the means of experience gath-
ered in previous years, and sits down idly, folding his arms, he is
vorse than a “quitter." The community pities him and passes on. Why?
They predicted a glorious future for him, and now, he not having risen
to their estimation of him, they leave him, looking around for other
heroes who would embody their ideals. How disappointed the mother or
father would be to see the child of their youth not fulfilling their
fondest dreams, after their having showered upon him all the gifts of
culture and education in the power of man,

In a spiritual way we are all the children of Abdul Baha. He hss
prepared for us all the means of advancement. As a kind father he is
putting within easy reach all the instruments whereby we may obtain
an ideal education and fit ourselves for the service of the cause.

He gives us lessons in ever so many ways. He encourages us by example
and worde of wisdomi' He points out to us the glorious goal. 3But many
of us, like other children, plsy truant, do not learn our lessons,and
at the time of examination we fail. Do you not think the Father feels
keenly disappointed and sad, because his years of solicitude have not
brought any results? Let us, therefore, be the studious, obedient
children of Abdul Baha and avail ourselves of all the opportunities

he prepares for us, so that throughout all our lives we may cause him
navght but happiness, fulfill in our lives hie expectations of us, and
spread his teachings.

El Ya Hou is an old Bahai of the phy81oa1 type of Seyed Assadolilals
He hes been in the presence of Baha'c'llah several times, and as lie wag
& Jew before, becoming a Bahai he is well conversant with the prophe-
cies of the 0ld Testament. He has a sweet nature, and loves Abdul
Bzhs more than words can express. He has been here for. several days.
This morning 1 was talking with him, In the course of counversation he
gaid!

"The cause 0f the Blessed Perfection - may my life be a sacrifice
to him friends =~ is the reality of love and the means of unity and
concord amengst all the children of men, so that all of them may

continued
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Vecome the waves of one sea, the radiant stars studded in one illimi-
table space, the brilliant pearls of the shell of unity, and the sSpark -
ling gems of the mine of einglenesa. Thus they may serve each other
fror their hearts, praise, glorify and commend each other, loosen
their tonguea in. menifesting the good qualities of each, and thank the
Lord for hie graceés-and gifts. They must look toward the horizon of
everlasting glory, and as they atiribute themselves to the holy thres-
hold of Baha'o'llah they must gee no evil and speak not the faults of
others. They must shut their ears to all gossip and backbiting. They
must be spiritual beings with spiritual qualities. Bome of the friends
are walking in this straight path, snd praise be to GOD, are asesisted
and confirmed, in all the oountries. but others have not yet reached
to this exalted, supreme station, and are not fully established in
this Divine doctrine. This 'is the cause of great grief to the heart
of Abdul Baha, - such a painful grief the greatness of which camnot be
estimated. . There ies no greater calamity to the cause of GOD than thie
{fault finding), and no greater humiliation can we conceive for the
word of GOD. The friende. of GOD must become the essences of union and
accord, enter under the uni-colored tent of the Almighty, become the
expression of one great ideal, walk in one road, forget conflicting
opinions, and leave behind the divergent views. Then Abdul Bahs will
be pleased with them, because he sees that they are dedicating all
their thoughts and energies to the promotion of love and affection,
throwing into the corner of oblivion their differences and becoming in
the image and likeness of their Creator."

Thus the old man spoke from the depths of his heart, and I hope
his worde will find an echo in the hearts of all who read them,

Today we did not see the Beloved, but he sent several cablegrams
to be forwarded to the various parts of the world. One of these was
to Haifa giving permissiorn to half of the Persian students to come to
Ramleh. There are about thirty young Persian Bahais who are students
in the America College at Beirut. A4s this is their vacation time,they
are spending their summer on Mt. Carmel, In a fow days half of them will
arrive; the other half will come later. Tonight we had ‘a meeting at
the house of Khorassani. Mirza Mahmoud spoke on the trip of the Be-
loved to Bdimburgh. There were many Bahais of different nationalities,
but the Master was engaged somewhere else,

An interesting.tablet lately revesled to Mr. Graham-Pole, tihe
editor of "Theosophy in Scotland,* Edinburgh, in which the Master re-
fers to Mrs, Besant, the president of the Theosophical Society. As
the Beloved has apoken before meany of theilr societies in various cities
both in the United States and Burope, it will not be out of place to
guote it herein, so that the friends may become.informed of its contente

0 thou my beloved friend! :

Thy letter was received from India. From its contents it became
evident that thou art occupied and art spending thy daye in the company
of the respected lady, Mrs. Besant. 1 hope that thou mayest be very
happy, serene, confirmed and assisted, s¢ that thou mayeet become adle
to render a signal service to the respected lady, ¥rs. Besant. The

-céntinued-
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ideal of nrs. Beea.nt, t:mly I aa.y, is very lofty. She is working and
laboring most valiantly,”and her utmost hope B ta render a service fo
the world of humanity,:iand be: the means of the establishment of good .
fellowship and love- ‘petweeni all ‘the communities of the earth. At all
times' I am praying in‘her behalf, so that the confirmation of the King-
dom may surround her,’ a,nd that she may sow the seed. of services in
pure, productive soil, that she nay gather many, many harvests. Then
the heavenly benediction;wull be obtained, the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit will ‘be reslized, and ‘her services, troubles and hardships be
crowneéd with eternal: reaul_te‘ I desire this .station : for her.. .
' Consideér how many important women have come into this world, how
many queens ‘have .lived upon: Fhis earth, how many distinguished ladiea
have become preoidents of eooietiee. ‘but neither any name or trace has
veen left behind ‘them.,: Yet ¥ary Magdalene, who was a simple peagant
woman, a8 she became. imatpired to-serve the kingdom of Christ, and scat-
tered the seeds in produot:lve ‘ground, what a great crop she gathered,
that through the: 'blseaaing of” $hat harvest now they are building churches
in her namet! . In'all’ the ‘chuir¢hes: the people glorify and praise her,
and now, after nineteen ‘hundred’ years, Abdul Baha is demons trating her
lofty: stationy ‘He testiﬁ.es tg . this fa.ct that in the Kingdom of Christ
she served . more Ahan:8ll" the. apostles. ‘She even became the cause of
the firmness’ and ateadf 1tness of 'the- apostles, because, according to
~the text of the ‘gospels ribecame: agitated after: Christ was cruci -
fied, but Mary Magdalen: .‘-.inepired them with resolution and conviction .
Gonszder what a eervicq :she . rendered to the Kingdom of Christ, That is
why, like unto a .stary she. is shining from the horizon of eternity.
Convey my - reapectful greeting to the revered la.dy, ¥ra. Besant .
Ugpon thee be greeting and praise.

1gned) Ab’dul- Baha Abbas .

while in America'and_Europe »the’ il[aster has often 'said that the
Bahais must asgociate with the Theoaophiata because they are nearer
to this cause. than ‘many" other: sects.;_ In thia manner they will be en-
abled to tell them about. this causé, and spread in their midst the
sweel fragra.nces ‘of . the ,g],lad ‘tidings of .the kingdom of Abha. It le
hoped that in this: comgng _seaoon thia wieh of the Beloved. win be




FROM MIRZA AHNAD SBO0OHRAB .

Ramleh, Egypt. Aug. 30, 1913.
Dear Friends:

Vhat else could I do but complain? Were you here you would have
done it yourself. I couldn't help it., I was up against it. What wouwld
vou do if they were. to take you, thirsty, to the cool fountain and not
let you drink? You would complain, of course. I know you would. And
would you not complain more if they were to prevent you from filling
your jars with water for those who are left thirsty at home? "Yes,"
you may say to yourself, "I can get along without water.* But you can-
not utter the same phrase with the same emphasis about those who are
waiting for water., When you return they will blame you for your neg-
lect, not Xnowing the situation. They will cry out: "We are thirsty.
Where is the water? How many jars have you filled? We have been wait-
ing so long." What will you answer? 1In vain you show them your own
parched lips. In vain you argue with them that your jare are dry. Who
will listen to you? 1In this mood I found myself this morning, because
for three or four days I have not seen the Beloved, I shared this
thought with Mirza Jalal Sina, but before I finished my complaint
Khosro entered the house and gave us the glad tidings that the Beloved
had summoned ueé to his presence ~ Mirza ¥ahmoud, Nirza Jalal and nmyself,

When we entered the room he was surrounded by a mass of correspond-
ence, but he was happy. He had a letter in his hand from the interior
of Turkey, the city of Antab, where the cause is being spread. He read
te us portions of the letter, describing the lecture given by an Ar-
menian before an audience of five hundred people. The lecturer had
dwelt upon the trip of the Beloved, and had given a synopsis of the
teachings . What had interested the audience more than anything else
was the principle of the conformity of science and religion, philosophy
and faith. "Science snd religion,” he said, "have ever been trying to
be friende of each other, but the despicable, accursed satans (ulemas)
have ever sown the seed of discord between them." The Master laughed
hezrtily when he read the above conclusion. Then he gave to each one
of us the lettere just received in our names, and while we were sitting
in his presence he wrote several tablets with his own hand. At last
e said: i

%] am trying to meke amends for the past. 1 am devoting all my time
to the Oriental friends. 3Before leaving for America, I wrote thst dur-
ing my journey they must excuse me from any letter writing, that after
my return I will write to them es of ¢ld, end nowI was fulfilling my
promise .* When we left, I ventured to say that many petitions from
America and Europe had accumulated and invite nls attention. He said:

"Wait! Wait a little longer! Let me attend to the Persian believers,
and the turn of your friends will come soon .” '

' When we left his blessed house all three of us were intoxicated

with his divine love. During our interview the Master spoke a great

deal with Mirza Jalal, because one of the princes o Persia taught by

continued
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him had written to the‘MaBter. Oh'this account our companion wes in
the seventh heaven of. joy.:: - -

Mirza Ali’ Akbar wentﬁtodéy to Alexandrla and call &1 on the Persian
Consul. The janitor; who:noidouby: had heard about the Master t0l1d him
that many people in’ the gity peak. ' very higmy of‘Abbas‘Effendl where-
ver he goes amongst :his;frien "“'-they praise his life; that the Beloved
is like unto a’'rose: bush lanted -in' the garden of Ramleh; its perfume
is spreading far .and’ wide, and that hé ‘would like to come and mee this
rose bush with his’ own” eyee. :

Mirza Jamal, .our .cook;: ﬁold us a story of a Bahai in Baghdad ,Mirza
Jamal .having lived there_for several years. "The Bahais in Baghdad,"
he said, "aré not: ‘rich,! hut'they are firm and strong believers . They_
keep the nineteen day £ asti-One morning they sent to one of the
friends the word that. tho feaet would be held that night ir his house.
He seearched hig: pocketa_and there Was no money . What ‘should le do?

He had only a watoh whiqh ad- purchaaed for ten dollars. : He'took it

tion. Incidentally, on “of yheﬁBahaia ‘passing by recognized the watch .
He stopped. and saw th és‘gping to be:sold . for two dollars. He
raised the price: halfg dollar and, bought it. He put it into hie pock-
et and went home quietly.. When the night came, he went to the meeting,
and after the refreshments were served he went to the host, and taking
the watch ‘out of his.pocket he Gffered it to him as a present. The
‘host wes very much’ surprised; but delighted. All the friends were very
much pleased when thay" hea:_'_he atory "

I may end ‘this 1 "“'uoting from one of the tablets. He says
in ¥r. Hanner's tsable :

"0 thouiwho art.firm in fhe ovenant’ Thy third report was received
and its contents 1mparted the utmost exhilaration. The nineteen day
feast was' the Lord's: supper, nd: its results are eternalized. Al=-
though physically Abdul Beha was far away, yet he was present in that
meetlng with heart and aoul }Truly I say it was a glorious feast,per-
fect in every way. Do you not :look upon the present; nay, rather look
ye inte the future. The Lord's Supper of His Holiness Christ during
the lifetimé: of  that divine light had no importance in the estimation
of the public,” but- consglder how the rays of that Sun of Reality il-
lumined that meeting afterwaxd------

"G thou my XKind Mr. Hannent!. 1 am most pleased with thy services,
end I hope that these services- of thine will make thee a standard in
the divine kingdom. Announce the. utmost kindness to Mrs . Hannen. I1f
Mrs . Hannen-can' undertakewto spread.broadcast the diaryiletters which
are fovuarded ‘to- . you: rom the Bast, - concerning the travel or.sojourn of
Abdul Baha, it is ver ,cceptdble. e eane
:Iuiuth,of'Bamazan comes to a close and all restrict-

_f,fThere ¥ill be a general feasting and five

holidays. To . the Mohammedane 'this is.one of the most important oc-
casion for Joy«mnking d*callins @n each other. Already the air is

full of expectation fo' ,coming feaat. May it bring many blessings
in’ 1ts train! : -

. Ahmad Sohrab .




FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRADB.

Ramleh, Egypt, Aug. 31,1913.
Dear Friends:

This is the last dey of the month, and in order to bring it to
a close I shall relate the following. story which has been roving in my
mind for a few days. Mirza Jalsl 8ina sazid,

"When 1 was in Seesan the friends of God Irought me to a very old
nan with a patriarchal beard, that I might spesk with him about the
cause. They had often spoken with him, but with no evident results.

He was simple, yet fanatic,; tender-hearted, yet full of religlous su-
perstition; at heart a child, in body & Hercules. Ee had the strength
of a lion, yet his firm belief in dogmas inspired him with apprehensions
about his future.. With rough:and uncouth gestyrcs he entered the room
and, squatting on the floor, he cried out, 'Tell me what you have to
say; I have no patience to sit through a long sermon.' Immediately I got
as in a flash of lightning, how 1 muet handle this overgrown child of
nature. I said to himi 'My friend, I have really nothing to relate to
thee except a etory.. Wilt thou give me thine ear?' ‘'Forsooth I shall .
I do love to hear a good story with a moral to it,'! he said, his face
already brightened uwp with interest. 'All right. Then listen with
attention. Once upon a. time’ there was a man of good position and for-
tune. As a public man he ranked high in the estination of the members
of society. He had a palatizl residence, and hie servants wexe innu-
merable. His stable, stocked with Arabian and Persian horses, wae the
pride -of the neighborhood. Many famous men sat around his table and ate
from his bounteous provision., He dispersed hospitality like a prince,
and received men of all ranks with royal courtesies and lavish splendor.
A time Tolled on, the heaven of his fortune became beclouded and,like
the thunders of the sky, successors reverses owertook him, breaking the
mountain of his wealth into a thoussnd pieces. In no:time he found
himself in complete poverty.. By this time -all his friénds had left him,
and in this hour of his destitution no one would so much as condescend
to recognize him. From the height of opulence he was thrown headlong
into the depths of despair and indigence. 'As though these humiliations
were ot enough, the ‘furious Fates visited him again and made him total-
1y blind. YNow indeed his cup of sorrows filled to overflowing and all
the doors were closed forever before his face. He was considered an
outcast and no one would even associate with him. Finally, through .-
this chain of c¢ircumstances, he was forced to become a beggar in the
public square. One.cold[morning in the winter he left his dirty hovel
and was. on his way to his acoustomed place. While he was walking his -
foet stumbled against something., He knelt down and searched for it.

He felt a long, sinewy thing in his hand and thought it to be a silk
whip of some special value. Holding it in his hand, he walked along
unconcerned. A passer-by, frlghtened at the sight of the object being _
carried by the blind beggar, cried out: "Man, man! Dost thou not see what
thou art holding in thy . hand? 1t is a- aerpent It will bite thee. It’
will kill thee. Throw it away quickly!" '"No, indeced! No, indeed!"
the blind man retorted angrily: "This is a silk whip which costs at
least five dollars, Feel it with thy fingers, how soft it is. No, I
ghall not listen to thee. Thou art a covetuous, greedy man, and doet

continued
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- - want me to throwf.i away ‘8o that thou mayest take it up and sell it .*
‘ "Really, ny friend ~this.'is" a:poisonous serpent, which the cold weather
has benumbed, bux the ‘rays of ‘the sun will soon revivify it.* "No,no!.
Don't talk" to me’like this,.:I will not throw it away. If thou art very
anxious to have it, '-'will sell it:to thee for four instead of five
' _‘“orowd of people had gathered, each one
8  o ;:eeemmgly dead serpent, but he,having
pereisted in believing it to be a whip.
tempt of public opinion, he folded the
; - hipg:skin, standing erect in the already ris-
@  ingsun 'before the hor éd:gight of all the spectators. "What art
- thou doing?" Evety.-_on Was:orying. aloud. "Art thou mad? Art thou
thine :ovm- enemy? . The: gerpen 'will sting thee with its venomous fangs ..
Cast it away while: thel 5:y€ -\ WNo!* The more they insisted
the cloeer he:hugged: '.,,to h_'ﬁ;.boaom. The serpent, warming up little
by llttle through “the do ,fpour of the rays of the star of tlde day,start-
“‘gha’ ’oody of the beggar and- stung him sev-
out with pain, then fell upon the
rony .. The deadly poison working
caused his death. -
% exactly in the position™ of that blind
man , - tho % by to -thy heart the old, sup eranuated symbol
of a decayed and dyin on, which shall not benefit thee at all.
ed the death of the body. .This serpent '
causes thef-death:.o epirit. During the past years all these friends
of thine have’ testified that: this. form of religion will mot be conducive
to thy salvation,: but?] ,0ld: man, blindly thou art persisting in
thy obstinacy that Ahi whip-.- 'My religion is good enough
for mel = and ‘not 4.8 rpe decayed ‘religion which has. already per-
formed. its functiona hé: serpent of superstitions, ignorance and dog-
mag, is next thy: 8kin,” a.n .:'theBe men cry out to thee, 'Cast it away so .
that thy spirtitual life way bq savedl" But not Thou wilt ‘have none of
their advige, -at the” expenae of: ‘thine- o¥m destructiont®
"I, portrayed Lis- own’ actial situation so vividly that he commenced
to shakeand to: weep,"' 'l?rom that 'bime on he became a-dweller in the
Kingdom of: Abha : o
: The Beloved. went ldom 7 Alexandrie. this moming, and in order to
-let some papers be signed by the judge he presented himself in the court
During the evening he came to our house for half an hour, and the

talk was on .the: coming tlonal fete of Ramazan.. Everybody wag delighted
that after several day :

Beloved was: shining in.our »midat.

For the last: aeveral ‘nights I had. given up my accuatomed walk to

Sid¥ Jaber, owitg. to -the:stress :of work, but tonight Mirza Ali Akbar
. dragged me out, 'by,f,qrc. ‘Asiusual , it was. a divine night'. ‘The stars
. whispered into pu ea.r___ ret o_f_ their brilliancy! ’

Ahiﬁéﬁ Sohrab.



FPROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAEB .

Ramleh, Egypt, Sept. 1, 1vid
Lear Friends: -

We have received fine waterwelons from Acca. Abdul Gasen sent
ten big ones for the Master, and the Master in turn sent six of them
ts our house. Today we had a royal feast of watermelon. If we canawt

£ Vo Acca, at least the watermelons ol Acca are permitted to come to
us! While we were helping ourselves I said: “I wish I could send one
o, them to America to show the friends how the watermelons of Acca wrc
h¢b and Juicy " Mirzs Mahmoud laughingly aaid “You would hiave sent
it you had bud known how M

Arxlving carly this morning, Krosro entered and entertained us
with some fine side~lights on current eventa. He sleeps in this nousg,
aud goes to the Master's house a little after sunrise to begir his
woYk . This morning he delayed his departure. He explained the reascn
a6 {ollows:

"All the pollcemen of this quarter have received generous gifis
¢ money from the Masier, and this has added t¢ their veneration and
respeet for him. One of these policemen stands in my way every morn-
ing and tells me a long story, so that 1 may repeat it to the Mustex
and he may give him more money. '1I have,' he says , 'three children.
Wy salary is not sufficient, and since Pasha hes come biere a now rage
has davned from the horizon of my heart. One of my children govs to
sehool, and for him I have bought a pair of new shoes for ithe coming
feast. The other two, who are only a2 few yearys old, last night leav -
ing their small beds stealthily came to me wothout any noise. They
woke me pently and saldl "Papa, papa, we are the Furies. If thou dost
net buy two other pairs of shoes for us we shall strangle thee right
row " 1 laughed and hugged them to my breast, and sent them away with
a cautious admonition. "If you are good and behave well, and obey your
meiner, then probably the new Pasha will buy them for you.” Row,plesss
”“fcnd¢, tell this to the Pasha.' Qther policemen, whose duties axe
to patrol other quarters, come to me and asic, 'How long is the new
asha going to live here?' 1 say, 'Probably onc month.' 'Good,gocd!
Sucause after two weeks this quarter will be sssigned to us, and then
the Pasha will be generous to us a® he has been to these fortunate fel-
lows .'¥

As a result of the Beloved's gener051ty these men salute us alse
wher: e pass by them.

Haji Niaz arrived this afternoon from Caire and brought to us the
goud news of the believers. He is the same happy old man, with
a nature of sunshine and good-will toward all men.

Abcut six o*clock the Beloved passed by and called on Mirzsz Abul
Fazl. After a few minutes, Shougi Effendi returned and brought m¢ the
gocd news of being surmoned by the lord of light. With a gay hesari
and thankful spirit, I stood before him in the veranda. He was sSpeak-
ing with Mirza Abul Faz2l on imagination, quoting. the epigram of cne

aL ;nu greatest phlloaophers "Imagination is the greatest ruler nf the
worid .,

continued -
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"Nog mwatter how seientific a man may be, yet at times iwmagination
Leing a po¥cr over his mind. For example, while & man ig alive he
iz able to strike, to beat, to kill, tut sleep with him in the seme
voor. Bub when he is dead, science teaches us that he belongs %o ths
wmineral kingdom. He can neither beat, strike o1 kill. The bedy lien
ihicre like @ plece of stone, inanimate, but one would not sleey wiin
it in the seme room. What is this? Iv is the power of imagination.
it grips you with ite imperial cnergy and overwhelmg you with its in-
wicdble foree. ALl the convincing proofe of seience will not indues
vow te live in the same room wilth a corpse.” :

Then ke related a hair-raising story to furthey illustirate ths
sunject, bul as scon as he had fnlehed it he turned to me and swid,
"oVt write thisi" He could see in my face how deeply intevested 1
wise Then he fell into a deep, heavy ®ilence. 7The beautiful atwos -
phere was permeated with a langorous guiet and peace. The brilliant
howis of the sky were arrayed in shining armors of white light,fignt -
inr bravely against the deepening darkness whnich mantled all creation.
Wish ithe ezrs of the spirit we ceuld hear them cnanting and praisicg
pecause thie garth is illumined with the face of the Lovd., Trhen he
aiove frowm his seat and, followed by Siaocugl Kifendi, disappeared frow
oul vView.

1 returned home. and found a number of the friends engaged in
iivine convergation., How happy, how care-free, how detached these
pecple scem to be. They are beings crested and fashiogned in othew
worlds ., Their happiness, their joy, thelr detachment are all s¢ nat -
ural, sc wncanscious, 8o overflowing from the eprings of their hearis.,
Thers is no affectation, no saunctimoniousness, nog religicus cloak JThiey
4o natl try to ke spiritual. It is not through the exereise of ine
will, How well the Master echoes the secrets of thelr innermest husris
wihen he writes in a recenti tablet:

"Phe days of human existence are like vanishing shadows. In the
utrost rapidity they are brought to a close. From amongst mankind
ilioee wiic live a heedless life are afflicted with manifest lose, for
ihe days of thelr lives will come to a sudden end, and no trace, no
vlosgoms, no fruit, and no leaves! They shall remain in the lowess
Gegreé, and no mention will be left behind of them. Form the Xking to
iz gservant, all walk in this path and live in this cirele, save those
sevls who are freed from all the ties. They arernot greedy for ocon-

Swevs, ney are they seeking fleeting pleasures. They are nol longing
Fzr nonoy, neither are they chasing phantesmal glory and weslth, Thay
ure thie devotees (or veterans) oi the Blessed Perfection, and in the
utmost stave of renunciation and evanescence., They are wondevers gver
rauntalns and deserts .« They ¢all the people to the kingdom of GQOD,
and are the cause of the guidance of the suls, Like unto the candlew,
they are ignited with all the virtues of the world of humanity . Tuis
ib6 cverlasting glory. This is eternal life, This is the greatest =i
tainment of the human world. This iz the divine sublimity of tie
creation of GOD'Y Daily the coxd of correspondence Wween the Bast
and the West is becoming stronger and the interchange of ideas more
zsrmon. Bach one of us do our humble part, no matter where ws ore,

o that the millenium, for the coming of which we all pray, may scon
be establighed between all the peoples and nations and tongues .

- Ahmas Sohrab .



FRONXN MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB

Ramleh, Eeypt, Sept. 2, 1913

Dear Friends:-

Thie is the seccond greatest feast in the Mohammedan world, the
feast commemorating the passing of the month of Ramazan. In a large
sense it fills the place of New Year's Day in America and Burope. It
ig called the feast of Beyram, and is a national holiday. All the
governuent departments, offices, stores, are closed from one to five
days, according to the degree of their importance. The older folk
pay visits to each other, and the younger ones are dressed in bright
colors, receive gifts and presents, and eat a lot of candy, much to
the delight of their hearts. Although a thin air of sadnese broods
over many hearts, owing to the Balkan Wars, yet the general impress-
ion is that of happiness and gaity and fun. Life to the simple-hearied
Arab is like a moving plcture theatre, and he loves to see the scenes
¢f creation unfolding before his eyes without leaving his seat. To
this we may or may not attribute the springing up of many nickelodeons
and show places all over Egypt, which advertise in lurid and sensa-
ticnal manner their warees. These show places, none of which I have
yet seen, attract a large clientele of heterogeneous elements on fete
days and other days. Thus, on a day such as this, the managers, who
are mostly Italians, Greeks, etc., Treap 2 golden harvest. Cn the other
hand, the religious spirit of the people finds expression in gorgeous
decoration of "the Mosque, and long hours of prayer, and preaching,

Last night Mirza Ali Akbar brought three kindes of candies to be
served to the callers today, 8o this morning they were put in dif-
ferent platters ready to be served. The samovar was boiling, and the
tea wep brewing. 1 was dressed and on the veranda when I saw the Be-
loved coming toward our home. I was made glad by looking into his face
on thig fete day, and my heart sang the songs of joy and thankiulnese.
What else do we really want save his good pleasure? 1Is there anything
slse worth while? Do we care for anything else? 1s the love of any
one else in our hearte? Do we not live and move and have our being in
him%? Is he not the supreme object of our lives, the spirit of our
souls, the highest crown of our longings? . The sun of his unalloyed
peace shines upon all, and every one is peaceful and contented. Lst
him be gad for one hour and & blanket of gloom is cast over all.

: How thoughtful and beautiful of the Master to call on Mirza Abul
Fazl before any one else! Is it not just like him?

By the time he returned to us a number of believers and outsidexs
had gathered in the veranda. He greeted them with affability and
tender solicitude, and afterward he wished them a happy and blessed
Beyram. Then tea and candy were served in turn, This morning he
beamed on them the heavenly joy of living within the radius of his
blessed presence, and the moet precious gift cabled to the Bahai World
was the glad news, "My health is perfecti™

As though preordained, the subject of his informel talk was on
¢ducation, and the duty of the mothers toward their children, s most
. ?
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appropriate message to go out to the world of motherhood. T

"Ihe fathers, and especially the mothers, must always think how they
con best educate tlheir children, not how to fondle and embrace then and
thus spoil them, 3By every means at their disposal they must inculcate
into their growing bodies, souls, minds and spitite, the principles of
sincerity, love, trustfulness, obedience, true democracy, and kindnees
toward .all the races; thus hereafter the world of civilization may flow
in one mighty current and the children of tke next generation may make
aecure the foundations of human solidarity -and good-~will. ¥rom the
tenderesdsi childhood the children must be taught by their mothers the
iove-of GOP and the love of humanity, - not the love of the humsnity
¢f Asia, or the humanity of Europe, or the humenity of America, but the
numwanity of humankind, There are some mothers who have a strange, in-
explicable love for their children. One may call it the inversion of
love, or, as we call it in Persia, 'bearish love.' This kind of love
does more injury teo the child than good. When I was in Acca, during the
1ife of the Blessed Perfection, «------intrusted the son of one of the
believers to a German carpenter. After a month, his mother went io
Baha'o'llah and lamented and bemoaned, saying: ‘I want my son, because
he is unhappy with this carpenter, for he curses his religion.‘ Baha'c!
1lah told her 'to go to Aga (the Master) and whatever he says, act ac-
cordingly.' She came to me, and after hearing her side of the story I
£aid to her: 'The Germans never curse any oneé; they are not accustoned
to it ) She went away, and after another month she came again to
Baha'to'llah with another complaint, that this carpenter had forced her
son to carry on his back a lgad of wheat. Again 1 told her that if he
had ddne so it was for discipline. 1 satiefied her, but she was mur-
muring inwardly. A few monthe rolled by and she returned with another
set of complaints, frankly confessing that she did not want her son to
be away from her, that he was the apple of her eye. Realizing how sel-
fish her love was for her son, I told her at last that I would not take
him away, that he must stay with the carpenter for eight yeare until his
apprenticeship was over. Well, she yielded to the inexorable situaticn.
After eight years of study he left his master, and his mother was very
proud of him, everywhere praising his industry because his work was de-
randed on every hand. In short, the mothers must not think of them-
selves, but of the progress of their children, because upon the chil-
aren of today - whether boys or girls - depends the molding of the
civilization of tomorro¥."

All day telegraums were pouring in from the leaders and importvant
nen of Turkey, Egypt, Arabia, etc., congratulating the Beloved on this
fete and wishing him a happy Beyram, and in turn he asunswered them. From
marning ¢ill noon he was paying visits, and about that hour he came
again to our house, well but fatigued,

There wae present 8 theological student of the college of Azhar,
snd the chief discussion turned upon the futility of Mohammedan theglogy
and metaphysics, and how some young men waste their lives on the study
of this one branch for twenty or thirty years.

"Once there was a theologian who took a sea trip. While he was
walking on the deck and watching the calm sea, the Captain passed by
and inquired about his health. OQur friend was so full of theclogy that
he ssked the Cgtain, 'Dost thou know theology?' He answered, 'no.'

—

- continued -
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'*Then,' our student declared, ‘half of thy life is lost.' The Cayptain
dié not answer him;, but eonminued his walk, Another day the sea be-
came very stormy, and thc ship was in danger of being wrecked. The
Captain called to the theologian and found him prostrated with sick-
ness, ‘Dost thou know swimming,' he asked. 'Nol!' 'Then all thy life
iz lost!' the Captain thundered at him.* ‘And you could see the Master
Jaughing. Then he quoted several of their metaphysical, hair-splitting
axioms, over which they wrangle and dispute seversal months in their
colleges.

*Another time," he said,® a theological poet wrote a book, after
several years of hardehips’ and privations, and toock it to = learned
man to be read and corrected. He read the book, and found that its
contents were very much like the cobwebs of =a spider-or the phantasmal
inaginations of a sickly brain, Therefore ne marked the first and last
rages, thus conveying the idea that the book is not worth correcting.”

In the afternoon the Master sent all of us to the garden of Nozhan.,
We had a pleasant afiernoon, and on our return we were told that he
had beén entertaining many Arabs, firet at our house, and then at Mirza
Abul Tazl's,

At noon he aa;d. "By these remarks I do not mean that religious
study is to be entirely neglected, but other sciences must be leasrned,
go that the lives of the students may hecome useful and practical. In
the future, the theological seminsries must discard much of their teach-
ings which are contrary to ecience and reason, and lay a basic founda-
tinn which 18 not to be destroyed by the fleeting tooth of time. We
hope they will become assisted to accomplish this work.®

Ahmad Sohrab
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FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB .

Ramleh, Bgypt, Sept. 3, 1910

Dear Friends;:~

Last night eleven young Bahal students arrived from Haifa. They
are students in the American College at Beirut, and have been passing
thelr summer vacation on Mount Carmel, waitlng impatiently for the par-
mission of the Master. These are not all of them, When the present
party leaves for Haifa, another party composed of an equal or larger
number will come. They are all young boye from 8 to 18 years, studying
in various branches of sciences, equipping themselves to become useful
membery of the body politic, Horally pure, intellectually Xeen, spirit-
ually susceptable, mentally alert, they combine with these qnlities a
vare power of reserve,. simplicity, naturalness and dignity of character
seldom to be witnessed in other youths »f the same age. IBEvery one of
them knowe by memory many communes and supplications, and this morning,
after drinking our tea, they sat around and chanted tablets by turn,
The American spirit of freedom and activity is in their constitutions.
They will become fine and progressive citizens of Persia once they re-
turn to that country. Although their names may sound unfamiliar %o
our American friends across the ocean, yet they may interest them.
They are as follows: Mirza Azizollah Khan, Mirza Ali Mohammed Ehan,
Mirza Abdul Hossein XKhan, Mirza Mahmoud Khan, Mirza Ali Aga of Basihy,
Mirza Hahmoud Khan of Isphahan, Goodsece Effendi of Haifa, and Aga Sayad
Gasem of Salezevar,

The RBeloved sent for me, and after a few minutes talk he toid me
to go and bring the students. I conducted them to the house, and they
waere ushered into the reception room. Hardly a minute passed when the
Belovad one appeared. They were all up on. tneir feet, and although
ne told them not to do it yet one after another knelt before him and
xissed the hem of his garment, his hande and his feet. Thie is the
highest sign of respect, rather than adoration, and flows from the
depths of their hearts. It is spontaneous and natural, full of sweet-
nees and attachment. It is neither dictated by custom nor ceremony.
ATter bidding them to sit down, he said: :

"You are welcome, very welcome . I was longing to see you, but up to
this time the way was not open. Was your vacation spent pleasantly in
Haifa on Mount Carmel? The College of Beirut is very good. You can -
not realize how the Persian studentis spend ‘their time in profitless
pursuits in London and Paris, Not only the Europeans look down upon
them as members of an inferior race and halfecivilized, but they (the
students) confirm them in their opinion by indulging in ques tionable
pleasures and vices of the Burepeen lower society. They hardly study at
all., The major part of their time is spent in the gratification of

“the appetites, sarsuality, dancing halls and theatres, wine drinking,

assoclating with the undesirable stratum of the community - in which
they live « and leading an insipid, voluptuous and profligate life,
. continuad
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ruinous to themselves and to the nation. ... ... ... Praise be to
GOD that your faces are radiant, the rays of the lave of God are shin-
ing from your countenances., I am most pleased to neve met you. 1t is
Very sirange that when a face ie not illumined with the lights of the
love of GOD it is dark. When you look into it the traces of the divine
glad tidings are not manifest, but when the lights of God shine upon
it, it becomes bright and enlightened, as it is said, 'In their faces
you shall see the verdancy of paradise, and in their countenances is
the sign of worsaip.'*

Afterward, the Beloved left the house to call on Osman Pasha, and
in his company a visit was paid to the Xhedive, who celehrated the
feast yesterday in Cairo and todsy in Alexandria.

Before noon,the Master came to our house to meet the students. He
gald to them:

"It is our hope that you will make cxtraordinary progress along
ideal lines as well as in mciences and arts, so that each one 5f you
may become a brilliant lamp in the world of modern civilization, and
apon your return to Persia that country may profit . from yosur acquired
xnawledge and experience,"

Then He spoke again on the sad condition of the Persian studentis
in Burope, and laid great emphasis on the fact that the moral aspect
of their lives must bhe educated.

In theup@nde of the students taere were copiegs of his address
ziven beforé Forum Club of San Francisco. He asked one of them, "What
art thou holding in thy hand .* He took it to the Master smho rvead the
iast pordioen concerning philosophers and the cows, and now the modern
materialists must go to the cow to learn the principles of materialism.

After speaking on some other subjects He left us., The students arc all
eager to get every word He says to them. And they are writing ts their
wranis and I{riends the incidents of their trip and the experiences
they are having. _ '

Before He left He told Mirza Ali Akbar to accompany all the Per-
sians to the Persian consulate at 4. P. M.

As ouwr number is guite large, the dinner and supper are scrved
in two courses. At first the students sit arouand the table, and
afterward the rest of us. '

At four o'clock we found ourselves in the large rsceptisn room
of the Consulate General in Alexandria . For the first half hour we
wzre entertained by the Consul . Then the Beloved c¢came and spoke with
nim in Turkish. He is a genial 0ld man and loves the Master very ar-
dently.

When we returnzd home, the Master had arrived: ahead of w and was
talking with a number of prominent callers., At night we had an unw
usual gatnering, full of interest. MBny of them gave us their accountis
of how they embraced the Cause of God . The cause is very wonderful,
and it is wonderful how it has attrasted o itself all these fine young
HTET (e

Ahmad Sohrab .



FROM MIRZA AHUAD SOHRAB .
Ramleh, Bgypt, Sept 4, 1913,

Deay PFriends:

The Eastern mind is a 4reasure-house of mystic stories, and each
vne fraught with significant lessons. One of these beautiful stories
was related to me the other day by Mirza Jalal Sina. It foreshadows the
coming of the manifestation of God into this world. It is a most charm-
ing story. I shall translate it here without its interpretation,know-
ing that my readers will supply that with what comes to their vivid ahd
cultured imaginatione. As we were sitting in the house of Abdul Hossein
around a dear little garden, and the brilliant stars were shining upon -
w8, our brother Mirza Jalal spoke thus: _ .

“Far, far away in a jungle inaccessible to man, beyond the Indian
Quean, there lived a bird of royal birth, of majesty and beauty. Her
name was Gedom. Her meledy was endowed by the Crealor with an incom-
parable veauty, richness, sweetness, charm, measured strains and at -
tractive quality. The strains of her natural song belonged to other than
this materiel world, which is full of the cawing of crows, the cackling
of geese, and the twittering of sparrows. Whenever Gedom started to
sing, she ralsed her melody to such a lofty height as to silence sll
other birds. Hence they were ashamed of their weak, discordant ncises.
They were discomfited and full of remorese and regret, not knowing what
o do Yo bring about the end of Gedom. PFinally they arranged a large
meeting in which they might deliberate together as to how they should
heap vengeance upon the unsuspecting head of Gedom and cause her death.
Af%er much consultation they agreed upon the plan of destroying the eggs
of Gedom wherever and whehevér she laid them, so that her descendants
mipght not inorease. In order to carry out this plan with vigilance,
they appointed a committee to execute the decree. They agreed amongst
thenselves that they would continue to destroy the eggs of Gedom until
thw time when she should become old and die, thus getting rid of a etrong
rival. For a number of years Gedom patiently forbore the persecution
n¥ these little birds, who were exulting over the sucdess of their plan
in thus systematically destroying her eggs and not letting her progeny
increase. Gedom never said anything, nor did she manifest any trace of
worry. At a time when the birds were away from their nests, Gedom laid
one egg in each and then flew away, perching on the loftiest mnch, sing
ing in her most entrancing melody. The other birds, not knowing what
had happened, 3at 4s usual on their eggs, and after a while the little

ones stepped out of their nerrow world into the open space.. Tenderl
ways they taken care of , with much solicitude an pmothgrgy devogion d

sut of their little beaks were they fed., Little by little their dear
growing Wwings were covered with soft feathers like untoe velvet, and tae
sarents were delighted to see their darling offspring developing inte the
size of Pbirdhood. o

Gedom, from the loftiest branch, was watching how day by day her
children were nurtured by these different birds with wistful tenderncas
and sympathy, as though these were their own children.

' - continued-
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Then, when she obscrved that they had reached the flyling stage, the
perched on the lofiiest green branch, filling the empty void with her
wonderful music, vibtrating, rocking through the atmosphere. The little
hirds, who were the real children of Gedom, heard the clear, rssonant
melody, and finding ite exact similarity with their own, and realizing
irom the depths of their hearts their true kinship with the invisible
singer, suddenly fluttered their wings and up they soared to join their
mother. Out of every nest a nuwiber of birds that had become sccustomed
to the harmonious companienship of the children of Gedom joined their
{lighve, such as doves, partridges, sparrows, crows, nightingaﬁes,blue
birds, etc. Although they were of various forms, colors, species,
voices and kinds, leaving aside all the outer differences, with love and
sweet Tellowehip they soar together toward the azure heights and then
composed of divine company, ciroeling and cireling around the beloved
wother, while the songs of thankegiving and gratitude, with softly ap-
pealing notee, flowed like a clear stream from their hearts .

while the students and other pilgrims were drinking tez, the Haster
entered the house like a majestic king. IHe walked ithrough the rooms and
incuired about the health of each. Then he went to the veranda and
sat down. The first thing he said showed his interest in the welfare
of the students. He asked lirza Ali Akbar to teke them to lthe jiczha
¥Yerk in the afternoon. Introducing them to an. Arab Bahal, he caid:
“jhooe students are doing well with their studies., In reslity they are
the czuse of my happiness." Then he gave a most interesting talk on
what tie students should study in Hurope snd what they sbould sihun.
ATter giving a minute acoount of the social custome of the VWestarn peo -
ple, he said: "Chastity and purity of life are the two divine standards
of thne spiritual and moral law. The greater the aim of iman, tue nobler
nis purpose, A man must be ever thoughtful of others, and be polite
¢nd courteous toward his fellow-beings. $his will win for aim the good
pleagure of the Lord and the satisfaction of the genaral public. One'ls
gitting and rising, conduct and manner, epeech cnd converpation,social
intarcourse end communication, should be based upon s firm foundation
and Le comducive to the glory of ithe world of humanity .®

In the afternocon Prince liohamwed Ali, the brother of the Khedive,
¢xlled on the Beloved and was entertained in his own house, Yhe Frincs
czue with his automobile to the door of our house, and hearing that
the Mrzater lived in another house close by said he would walk to it.
Lirza ioneer wad going ahead to notify the Beloved, when he gppeared
in hig long, loese, cream overcoal from the other side of the stireet.
Tuug, before the eyes of many bystanders the lMaster and the Prince meb,
eanchi offering the courtesies degignated for the most distinguisined wen.
svery one looking at this strange soene was wondering, while trying to
sind out the causs ithat had brought a royal prince of Ligypt bto ine
taregnold of Abbas Mffendi. The Beloved was: walking ashead, the ¥rince
o few feet behind, and while they were talking in tue mo&t animated
nanner they disappearcd from our view.

Late in ithe afternoon he came to sece the pilgrims, and afier g
sw minutes went to see Mirza Abul ¥szl, from which place he returned
home o rest after a most active day. Befora the students laft forx
iozha Garden, Khoero brought a dish of American ice cream prepared for
touem by Mre. Getsinger. It was very good and every one enjoyed it.

continued
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Then, after drinking their tea, they started on their way and retwrazd
aftey sunset filled with the love of nature. All day there were dif-
ferent coteries here, each speaking aboul the cause and putiing forth
arguments to prove the dawn of the Sun of Reality. It seems to me that
tix®a® young men are so devoted to the movement and so free and so

ready to receive and assimilate all kinds of useful information! 1 have
no doubt that out of thelir number some most competent, capable ieachersy

will arise.
Ahmad Sohrab.



FROM MZI R Z A A H MAD SO0OHRAB
. Ramleh, Egypt oept. 5, 1913

Dear Friends:

Abdul Babha is eloqnant in hie silence and speaks with the tongue
oi the angels in the congregation of the elect, His heavenly songs,
1ike s0 many rays of light, stream down from the unknown heights. Like
unto the bird of paradise, he:raises his celestial voice, and all hu-
manity 1s silent before it. His divine strains attract the birds of
the air, and they rise and rise till they reach %o his world of light,
then realizing his wondrous beauty they break forth intoc glorious an-
thems of spiritual life. His heart is a variegated rose garden, the
fragrant narcissus of knowledge, gentle violets of wisdom, sweet anem-
ones of love and graceful hyacinths of sympathy spread their perfume
in all directions. The heaven of his mind is begemmed with iafinite
light giving orbds of reality, now twinkling, anon radiating, always dis-
pelling the darkness of doubt and cynicism. The grandeur of hig sim-
plicity in his daily life is the noblest example ever set before the
vision of man. To the wanderer he is’ the refuge, to the thirsiy he is
the cooling spring, to the poor he is the treasury of wealth, 1o the
despondent he is the source of inspiration, to the hopeless he is the
roseate dawn of imperishable hope, to the one in darkness he is the re-
fulgent sun, to the orphans he is the kind father, to the sinaer he is
the balm of forgiveness, to the sick one he is the Divine Physician,
to the one lost in the wilderness of error he is the guide, to the seek-
er he is the goal, to the weak he is the power-house of enexrgy, to the
hungry e is the manna descended from heaven, to the fearful he is the
haven of trust, to the parched ground he is the downpour of rain, to
the trees he is the refreshing breeze, to the storm-tossed he is the
shore of safety, to the shipwrecked he is the ark of salvation, to the
sunstruck he is the overshadowing tree. While he is walking on the
earth he is soaring toward the empyrean heights of glory. At the sane
time that he speaks with us, his spirit communicates with God.

The early mornings present to our view a most trustful scene of
praysr and worship, becsuse all the students pray before sunrise, re-
ceiving from the Presence of the Almighty their daily spiritual suste-
nance . They attract to themselves the needed moral force to keep them

away from all temptations, and infuse into their lives that quality of
faith which changes hate into love, strangeness into friendship, eamity
into amity. Through prayer their minda are polished and their hearta
burnishned with the fire of the love of God. They attain to the station
f eonfidence, realize the divinity of holiness, are drawn near unto
God, become clear mirrors in which the ideal images of the kingdom are
reflezected and put forth green leaves of hope and lovely blossoms of
rediant acquiescence’. With prayer they learn their lessons, with prayer
they meet their examinations, with prayer they make moral and intel -
iectual progress, and with prayers on their lips they arise in the
zarly morning and go to sleep 'in the evening. .

This morning after prayer 1 was speaking about those who served the

cause, and Mirza Jalal Sina lllustrated in the following manner:

continued~-
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"A man engaged the services of a mason to build a wall around his garden
The next morning the mason came around to start his work. The founda-
tion was already laid by other laborers . An assistant was alsg hired

to hand him the bricks in order to dispaich the work as quickly as possi-
ble. The mason stood ready, the assistant handed him the first brick,
but at that very moment a friend of his passed by, he called him to coms
near and, once there, engaged him in 8 lively conversation. He lorgut
all about the building of the wall, and the hours slipped by, until
nceon. He had yet the first brick in his hand when the hour of iwelve
struck, At that time the owner of the garden arrived on the scene,

and seeing the work not even started dismissed him and put in his

place another mason who would dg the work given to him.

"Wow there are some souls in the cause who are similarly situated.
When a work is intrusted to them by the Master they take it as a per-
sonal thing. They do as much as they think advisable, according to
their limited understanding, or do hot do it at all. In such a case,
the Master, without telling them anytaing, takes the work out of their
hands and puts it in the hands of those who will dispatch it with the
uimost rapidity. Personalities do not count in this cause. Work,en-
during work, patient work, impersonal work, is called for. There ars
nelther temporal or spiritual titles in this movement. Let all the
frlerds banish such phantasmal nightmares from their minds. The Master
never sets any of the friends above the others. In his estimation they
are all equal. We are all the servants of Baha'o'llah and the servants
of the servant of GOD. The Bahsle do not how: to any ome who triee to
se¢t hinmself a little above the others or wishes uo impress others that
ne is a little dearer and nearer to the Master, If he is in reality
dearer and nearer to Abdul Baha, let him not breathe it to any human
being, but show it in asts of kindness, humility, affection toward
all believers, love for all menkind, always counting himself - not
through spiritual affectation - consciously less than all the friends.
Abdul Baha himself has no title and does no%t give any title to any per-
son. He has accepted for himself the title of the Servant of God and
the Servant of Humanity. Every Bahai, according to his ability, must
strive day and night to WalX in this path, otherwise he will not suc-
ceed. The Bahal path ip the path of servitude, humility, evanescence,
severance from aught else save God, service and all the other qualitias.
Nothing else will bYear fruit." - B

Abvout five otclock the Beloved came and all the students were

ready to recelve him. He inguired about their health, and asked whether
they were comfortable ih their present quarters.

"Tell me, do the. teachers and professors take pains to instruet you,
or, like some professors, do they go through the lessons like machines,
without any feeling or interest in the progress of the pupils?*

Holding in his hand several copies of his addresses published in
the newspapers, he #aid:” "The people of this country are not interested
enough o read these articles and addresses; and if you agk from those
few who have read sbout their contents, ‘the only answer they %ive you
in, 'Very excellent! Very good!! However, they read the most unimpcx -
tant news of the day. They are not thinking of those principles which
will wpbuild the future civilizaztion of mankind, although they are all
acknowledging the fact that the world of humanity is in great danger and
is going through a most crucial period. Although warg may cease tem-
porarily, yet there is an invisible war carried on which is a iremendous

- continued=~
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eccenomic loss. These unseen drains have byoken the financial back of .
the nations. They do not know by what meane or instrument the comity of
nations or the pcace of the world cam be achieved,” Then he told me to
have the letters ready, and after a few moments 1 was following bim %o -
ward the garden, He was glad to be away from the people for two or
three hours, revealing tablets for friends beyond the seass. The breeze
wag wafiving through the branches, the weather was cool, and the white
pearls of remembrances and counsels were cast on the shoreg of human
lives, He said: "I have found a quiet nook,” as he walked from end of
e avenue to the other, raising his voice 1o a loud pitch when he was
far from me. Soxe of those who were honored with tablets were the fol-
lowing: Miss Jean Mason, Mre. Gertrude Difft, the éditor of The Master
¥Mind in Los Angeles, Mrs. Harriet Cline, Miss Mary Bell, Miss General
Jack, Nrs, Thoyrnbserg-Cropper, Mrs. Annie B, Killius, My, Horace Holley,
Kr. Fred MNortensen, Nadame H. Maron, Mrs. Stansall, Miss Juliel Thowmp=
son, Censul=-General Topakyan, Miss Edna McKinney, end Miss Maria Wilsown.
It was about noon when he said: "It is enough for today!™ and he left
tie garden, followed by Ahnmad. . . ‘ '

Yesterday the daughter of the Master left for Celro with Basheer,
juwet for a short stay. Today Shougi Effendi joined his mother with Haji
Xias. In the afternoon four Bahals arrived from Cairo to vieit the Masier

About four o'cleuck the Beloved care again and gave us an interesti-
ing talk on how a religious or national fete must be celevrated. “"The
pirogran of such fele days must be sc prepared as to yield a permanent
result. As they are days of freedom from work and worry, the leaders
¢f conmunities should discuss euch problems as would he beneficial to
the individuals and the outcome of which would be eternal. 'fhey must
he ocevpied with prayers and thanksgiving, commemorate the True One,
and be grateful for the favors and hounties of God, our glorious Lord."

Ther he called me to follow him, Outside a carriage was waiting.
Az beckoned me to £it beside him and told Xhosre ¢o sit with the driver
Ve pstopped at the Hotel Plaisance and took with us Mr. Atwood. The car-
riage drove for more than an howur along the shore of the Nile, We
passed by many large palm groves and the dirty hovels of Fellaheen.luny
2ive in dirt. Pigs, hens, donkeys and goais live with them in the same
room, built with mud, Arriving at the FNozha, we drove through ite
shady avenues, snd our eyes were brightened by the wonderful flowers.
In the place where the band was playing and more than two hundred Eng-
lishmen were picnicking with their families, the Master left the car-
riage. He walked through the park, and then coming out sat on the ouk-
side wall of & well. Alcne, he was steeped in a world of thought. Then,
leaving that place, he went. away from ue and sat on the green meadow .
For nearly fifteen minutes he sat there undistuwrbed, dreaming weorid -
shaping ideals . The.sun was sinking btehind the Wéstvrn sky vhen our
carvinge was driven homeward . The Master, putbing his arm arownd the
ahoulder of Mr. Atwood said: "I csme especially todzy to take thee aut,
boecaune I love thee very much. i am most pleased with thee, Vvecaune
thoyu hest resigned thy will to the will of God.* Mr. Aiwood thanked the
Magter for hig kindness and eaid: "Mastey, I think often of thee and
thy great work. 1 can never forget the time when you called at the
risgion Schoel of Alexandria. The principal in greeding youw saild '"You
arte the fether of the poor and I am thelr seyvant.'! You answered, ‘rax
the servent of the poor,but you are theiyr fzthexr .



FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB ..
~ Ramleh, Egypt, Sept .6, 1913
Dear Friends:l

"Have you any news from America?" the Beloved asked me when I steod
in his presence this morning., I did not have any news to give him.
The believers must with one accord and one voice unite together in rais-
ing the pillars of the Bahai tent in those regions. The Master will
reinforce them with the powers of the kingdem if they will arilse whaole-
heartedly in the service of the cause. They have every means at their
disposal and no lack of extraordinary desire to do the will of Gad. DBy

-example and deeds they have seen the workings of the glerious Lord.Now

that he is in the Orient he loves to hear that the seeds he has sown are
beginning to sprout, that the ideals he has diffused are taking root

irn the hearts, and the summons of the kingdom is listened to by innum-
erable souls, You must gird up the loins of endeavor, enter intc the
arena of activity, and let the reports of your constantly freeh {riumphs
te forwarded to the headquarters.

Before leaving thé radiantly happy presence of the Master, he
lianded me a letter written to him by Professor Vambery of Budapest,whe
wet the Beloved during his sojourn in that city. On his arrival in
Port Seid he revealed to Prof. Vambery a holy tablet and sent him a rug
as a present., 1 will translate herein as a matter of historical inter-
¢et the Professor's letter, He has written it in Persian.

“1 forwerd this huwble petition to the sanctified and holy presence
of Abvdul Baha Abbas, who is the center of knowledge, famous throughout
the world and loved by all mankind, O thou noble friend, who art con-
ferring guidance upon humanity, may my life be a ransom t0 thee!l

hihe loving epistle which you have condescended to write tc this
s¢rvant and the rug which you have forwarded, came safely to hand. The
time of the meeting with yowExcellency and the memory of the benediction
of your presence recwurred to the memory of this servant, and I am long-
ing for the time when I shall meet you again. Although I have traveled
through many countries and cities of Islem, yet I have never met so lofiy
& character and so exalted a personage asg your Excellency, and can bezy
witnese that it 1s not possible to find such another . On this account
I am hoping that the idesls and accomplishments of your Excellency ray
be ergwned with success and yield results under all conditions, because
tehind these ideals and deeds I easily discern the eternal welfare and
progperity of the world of humanity.

“This servant, in order to gain firet hand information and exper-
ience, entered into the ranks of various religions; that is, outwardly
I became a Jew, Christian, Mohammedan and Zoroastrlan. I discovered
that the devotees of these various religions do nothing alsg but hate
and anathematize each other, that all their religions have become the
instruments of tyranny and oppression in the hands of rulers and govern-
crs, and that they are thecause of the destruction of the world of
humanity .

continued
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"Considering these evil results every person is forced by necessity
to enlist himself on the side of your Excellency, and accept with joy
the prospect of a basis of the rsligion of God which is being founded
througn your effarts. . , _

#] have seen the father of your Excellency from afar. I have real-
ized the self-sacrifice and noble courage of his son and am last in ad-
miration.

"Far the principles and aims of your Excellency I express the utmost
respect and devotion, =nd if God the mogt high confers long life T will
be able to sarve you under all conditions. 1 pray and supplicave this
Trom  the deptis of my heart.

"our servant Namhchyn
(Signed) Vambery.®

In the reception room of the house of the Beloved the students met
Hys . Getsinger. She spoke to them most beautifully . They listened to
her with rapt attention. None of them had yet seen or heard an Am-
erican Bahal . She related for their benefit the story of the Beloved's
lccture in Columbia University of Wew York State and Stanford Univer-
5ity of California, and when she told about Mortensen and how he traveled
from Minneapolis to Green Acre under the train of cars, anihow beauti-
Fully he was received first by Mr. and Mrs. Kinney and later by the Mas-
ter, 211 eyes were filled with tears. Then she spoke about other things
SDiritual knowledge, prayer, the conformity of science and faith, and
2L the end she chanted for them a lovely prayer by Bsha'o'llah. Then
“He Mastor came in and spoke the following words:.

"God has brought us together in Ramleh. No other power could ever
&ccomplish this. We are meeting together with the utmost joy and fra-
Brance , The spiritual attraction has united us . The divine outpowrings
@t the bestowals of the Blessed Perfection have called us to the heav-
etly banguet, Just as in this material world we are brought together in
}ﬂ§5 meeting, similarly may we meet each other and associate with each
tuexr in the kingdom of Abha." '

3 In {he afternoon the Beloved diciated ssveral imporitant tablets in
“4¢ parg, and afterward entertained the French Consul to Haifa who nad
“Ome Yo meet him. -

Wost of the afternoon was spent in writing and listening to tue

Lo o h2utful etories related by Mirza Jalal Sina, On tae other hand, the
“28Lor wag busy with his work of correspondence. I was sent to Alex.
ndria to sttend to mail and buy large envelopes,

b1 For the last few days the weather has been very hot and uncomforta-
PL2% but the nights are cool, and my occasisnal walks sometimes alone
®04 again with a friend, are much enjoyed. : '

del s

Anmal Sonrab



FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB .
‘ Ramleh, Sept. 7, 1913

Dear Friends:-

'I.et me relate %o you," Mirza Jalal Sina said, as we turned a street
corner, following a quiet avenue shaded by tall trees "the story of a
poor man and how he became the ruler of one of the ancient republics.
Bencath this story you will no doubt find with the eye of insight the
spiritual history of Godt's relaxion'with mankind, portrayed with greater
or less degree of clearness, <Years and years ago, long in bygone ages,
the inhabitants of the country of--w--v-wa , Wio enjoyed a sort of re-
public, had a most curious way of annually electing their president. The
people would gather on the day appointed by theorganic law of tie country
once a year, in the largest public square of the capital. Then they
would bring out the golden cage of the bird Hamal, headed by a long pro-
cession of dignitaries amidet univereal rejoicing whilat the music of 1 he
national band was playing. After the performances of manly prescribed
ceremonies and the delivery of eloquent addresses, before the eyes of
all the citizens they would open the gate of the cage and 1ét.out Hamai.
The bird, gaining its freedom, would rise higher and higher toward the
blue ether and then suddenly.descend. Thousands of eyes were eagerly
looking upward watching the least motion and convolution of the bird
and wagering large sums of -money on what part o the square it would
alijght in. Kearer and nearer it came, now flying to the right, then to
the left, now coming close to the ground, and again socaring aeroplane -
like above the heads of the crowd. Bvery tim2 Wamal ewept with the rap-
idity of lightning over the aerial track, showing the snowy whiteness
of its wings, the commotion of the populace incre.ased and their antic-
ipation and anxiety doubled. Then at last, gracefully and with much
dignity, Hamai would alight, and like a crown of white flowers sit upon
the heed of either a citizen, a commoner or a foreigner. %Then a thunder
of applause and hurrahs would rise from the throats of that huge con-
couyse of humanity. DBy this sign they knew that the president for the
eneulng year was elccted beyond any shadow of doubt or politi¢al oni-
canery; for upon the head of whomsoever the bird rested, spreading its
imperisl wings, by the unsnimous votes of all the citizens he was elec-
ted as thelr president, Then the notification committee notified the
rregident-elect of his election and the program for the meeting in
which the president would deliver his speech of acceptance was dis-
cussed., Afterward in due time the committee of arrangements officially
conducted him to the presidential palace, the highest magistrates of the
1land tock from him the oath of office and intrusted in his hands all
the administrative departments. With the aid of the two houses of con~
gress and expert cabinet ministers he governed the country wisely and
well . "The president had only power to choose hies aide-de-camp. Save
this prerogative there was neither a political 'pie counter' nor ihe
spoile of numerous petiy or important OIfICLTS, nor any occasion to
wield the 'big stick.,!

"It was on such an iumportant election day ihat a poor siranger
cntered the city., He 'saw it decorated with flags and buntings, and the
avenues and streets filled with seething hwnanity. ZIBEvery avenue,like
a lributary to the sea, emptied its rushing flood of people inito the

great public sguare. All the strects were filled. There was nct a

colrbinuead=
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single standing place in the open. After much -pushing and pulling, our
uewecomer with great difficulty made his way to the square, and there a
wonderful spectacle met his view, the like of which he had never seen
in nig life., He stood worndersiruck with this magnificent signt and
levish splendor. Wnilst he was looking absentmindedly at all the gor=-
gecus decorations, he felt some one tapping on his shoulder . He was
warm, and pressed on all sides. tWhat do you want, man? Dontt you sece
I am nearly dying of suffocation?* 'Wilt thou make me thine aid-de-
carp if thou art elected president of the republie?' 1'Art thou gone in-
sane, man? 1 have just entered this city and know not a single sgul. I
should like to know who would elect me, an entire stranger, to the high-
est position in the republict' '] think thou dost not know thce laws of
thig country, neither is there any time for their explanation. Just
give me thy word mow.! 'All right,' the stranger laughed aloua, 'if 3
ever become the president of the republic thoeu shalt be my aid-de-camp .t
Hardly was this promise out of his mouth when he felt the sudden weight
o1 something upon his head. Then he heard the world-deafening hurrglis
of the great multitude, filling and rocking the very foundstions of the
buildings. The bird Hamai had sat on his head and he was already,by
the sovereign will of the people, the next president of the republic .
Tiie notification committee, followed by the most prominent citizens,
notified nim respectfully of his election, and wiih much solerxnitvy con-
ducted him to the palace., For a week there were great festivities in
tne capital, PFire-works and- illuminations, athletic feats and sccial
wanguets, brilliant processions and public receptions, attracted the
attention of all the classes of citizens. The inaugural ball whicu
brought to a close these successive festivities eclipsed all ¢other event s
in point of brilliancy and elaborate preparations. To the delight and
satisfaction of congress and cabinet ministers, in conirast with former
presidents, the new incumbent of that exalted office siowed exiraordi-
nary knowledge of all public questions and an intuitional grasp of all
tne needed reforms. These reforms had been felt for some time in the
hearts, but the nation had not beemn fortunate enocugh to have a man at
the nelm of government who could so express ithose half-feli ideals of
refoim as to make them possible by public legislation.

*after his inauguration the president received a letter from an
unknown man reminding him of his promise. He sent for him immedistely,
and after conversation found he answered to the requirements of an aid-
Ge-camp. Therefore he invested him with this, the only office he could
command ., In the couwrse of mutual association they became great friends,
and one day the aid-de-camp told the president in an offhand manncr,

Do you know what is going to happen to you after the expiration of your
presidentlal term?'  'Neo, I have never thought aboubt it.t  'Well, 1 will
tell You because you have been very kind to me. When your time has
¢xpire@ the citizeng will come to the palace, drive you cut of your ex-
ccutive office, will ask you to don your old clothes, will take you in
tne streets, make you ride backward on a donkey, and at the head of &
sneering, ridiculing mob parade you through the streete and bazmars. ln
this ignominious manner the procession will leave the city. They will
proceed several miles until they reach a broad river, on the other
cide 9f whicn is an island . They will put you in a beat, and a boaiman
will row you to the other side. He will leave you there and return .As
sue ivland is surrounded by water, there can be no communication with
tae outside world ' The president was quite disturved by this account.
*Way did you not tell me this belore?' 1'Pirstly, I did not krow you.
Bocondly, tals knowledge could not prevent Hamai from alighting upon
contiiiueds



Dicry Sept 7,1913 -

your Tead. Thirdly, evenm should you have known this, the people would
net have accepted your resignation.' 'But have 1 not given them a wise
and efficient administration?' ‘'You must realize that the people are
not electing you., 1t depends upon the caprice of a hird. Apd I am sure

. even if they let you stay in the public square on election day, you

would not have the remotest chance of being re-elected. On the otuaex
fiand, no power on earth, except ithe will of the people of the republiic,
can amend thiis provision of the cons dtution. It is simply impossible .!
'Then what must I do? Will you give me your advice?' 'Well, you can
dv one thing. 4s long as you live in this palace you have g perfect
right to expend your very liberal salary on any undertaking you deem
most necessary and urgent. You are able to select a number of arcniiectis
maseus, enginears and laborers, and send them to the island and give
them the commisgsion of building a commodious house in which you may live
during the remaining years of your 1fa, I have Ieen aid-de-camp tc many
former presidents, and in every instance I have urged them to d¢ this,
but they were so occupied with the gratification of their desires that
thoy did not heed my advice and the time slipped by. Suddenly they
gaw that the year had expired and they found themselves in manifest loos
Tris president was, however, of a different disposition, and from that
very day he devoted all his leisure time to the construction of a home
on the island . Wnen the time of his service had expired, he went througn
all the strange rites prescribed by the law with a cucl head and a cun~
fident heart and a serene mind, because he kneb that on the gtuer side
everyihing was prepared to recelve him. ... +.. +.. After a few days
residence on the -island he started to explore 1t and hnere and there
ne came across a number of emaciated and starved-looklng men, clad in
tattered clothes, He asked them, 'who are you?' They answered, 'We are
the forwer presidents of the republic of-c-w-wvevs . While we fillad the
otfice of president we were filled with our own importance, and pur-
sued the plessures and vanities of life instead of the enduring and etexr
nal principles. We never troubled our minds asbout our future, neither
did we heed the advice and admonition of our friends. Thus this present
misery and suffering is the result of our own past heedlessness and
blindnesg 0"

This morning the students were summoned to the Holy Presence of
the Beloved and he gave them a stirring talk on the union of the Tast
ar:d the ¥West, ond how this cause has set aglow the hearts of manking,
and the flame is getting stronger and strongsr every day. All day he

woae surrounded by a host of visitors both believers and strangers . In

the afternoon you could find him in the garden, dictating a wonderful
tabled on the necessity of divine law and religion for a friend from the
far Bast. His health carriee him through most wonderfully. From ithe
¢a1'ly hours of the morning till the time hie goes tu bed he works with-
out interruption, now here, now there,.always extending the frontier:

5L the Glorious Cause.

Ahmad Sohrab.



FROM MIR Z A AXMAD SOHRARB

Ramleh, Egypt Sept 8 1913

.Deax Friende: -

Five of the young Arabian Bahaisg with Mr. Sprague acted as hoste
to the students and friends in the garden of Nozha. They spread a fine
table under the shade of the trdes, and forty of us sat around it. The
dinner was delicious, and our Arabian friends dispensed true old-fashion-
ed Oriental hospitality. During the day tablets were chanted, songs
vere sung, short apeeches were delivered, and the spirit of Bahai friend -
ship was deeply felt. Although there existed no outward relation be-
tween the Arab and the Persian Bahais, yet they conversed as though they
belonged to the same family. After dimmer we were divided into small
groups and walked through the lovely park with that spiritual joy and
happiness that is only in the possession of the Bahais. On our return
we found the samovar boiling and the tea prepared by the magic hands of
the friends. One of the hostes told wus how he was attracted to the
cause. "Three years ago a similar picnic was held here on this very
$poT by the Bahais. I passed by, and looking at these people saw suck
a divine happiness in their faces I became curicus and storted to ask
questions . Little by little I obtained the rare privilege of entering
into the kingdom of Baha'o'llah. How of all these men who are passing
by, looking at us with curioue eyea, there may be some who will become
Batais iwo years from now, like myself.*

Vhen we returned home we found the Mester revealing tablets in
tiie garden. Mirza Moneer was receiving his dictation. Then several
men were permitted to go into his presenca. . Then he sent for the stu-~
dents because they had not seen him in the morning. He spoke with
them on the subject of agrlculture and its present need in Persia. ie
asked them wnether such a course is given in: the Beirut College. He
laid great stiress upon the study of sczentzfic agriculture, and en-
couraged them to become the teachers of the cause and the spreaders of
tue Bahali teachings. “You are confirmed! You are confirmed! I expect
tne appearance of great things from youl!® he told taem at last.

One of the lovely prayers chanted by the students today in the
Hozha garden is the following: '

*HE I S GODY

"0 thou pure God! Make thou this gata eing the candle of the
world, and suffer this assembly to become a rose garden and a verdant
mcecadow. Let its meeting become the delectable paradise and its horizon
the dawning place of the lights of the Merciful. Perfume thou the nos-
wrils of the dwellers in the Mount of the Priend with its odoriferous
fragrance, and rejoice the hearts of the pilgrimg of the Holy City of

continuved
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tae Desired One with its amber-scented vreeze. Protect thou tiese souls
aader the shadow of the wing of thy mercy, and confer thou upon the
nearts an asylum of protection in the fortress of thy majesty, tihe One
wug Most High., Shower upon us tae confirmations of thy Abhs norivon,
aind bestow upon ue the graces of thy Supreme Concourse. Although we arw
all pirds without feathers and wings, yet we have built our nssts and
nomes in the gardens of thy cause,; we have taken refuge at the tareshslid
¥ tay oneness, and are hegging of thee confirmation, help and aid.
When we look upon ourselves we are smaller than an atom and less and
more infinitesimal than a mosguito, but when we behold the sea of tny
senerosity and 1ibsrality we see the atoms as brilliant suns, - nay,
rather more brilliant. '

"0 thou kind Giver! Cover the sine of these weak ones with tae hem
of the garment of thy mercy. Change the indifference of these heedless
ones into the cssence of fidelity, wisdom and understanding. Grant the
aouls a loftier effort, and cast another tumult in the heads, 30 that
they may sing the melody of the supreme realm, seek after everlusting
glory, long for the delicacies of the new world, soar toward the high-
cot horizon, enter into the congregation of tie Almighty, aand become tie
rucipients of the bestowals of the kinpgdom of Abha. Thus the dark worly
will become luninous, the satanic field will be {transformed into {he
court of the Merciful, this mound of earth will become the celestial
neaven, and this terrestrial globe the eternal rose garden.

Werily ithou art the Powerful, tae Mighty, the Hearer, the Scer!

"{3igned) Abdul Baha Abbas ."
in anotiier tablet he says:

“Q ve real friends, and ye who are aittracted to the beauly of Godat
this is the time of attraction and acclamation and the period of re-
joicing and werrymaking. This is the morning of glad tidings. 1Is it
not suffused with light? Is it not luminous? The candie of the worlg
is bestowing light upon all. assemblies. The manifest ord is slowly xig.
ing from the dawning place of the Most High. Is it not glorious? The
Blessed Perfection and the Most Great Name {may my life be a ransom to
Lis believers!) arose in the civy of self-pacrifice like unto the ban-
ner of guidance. Wnile he was under the chain he was a help to svery
vppressed one. From the manifest horizon he shone forth with tne rayg
of trials. In tane midst of the world he witasiood the attack of in-
iinite persecutions, so that these withered ones might become enitindieg
and these extinguished ones might be set aglow with the fire of the 1oy,
oi GOD. Mgy we close our eyes to both worlds and be ignited and burn -~
with the fire of longing., 1Is it just that we sit silent, become Epecon,
less, sorrowful and peesimlstic? No, by GOD! This is not the atiris
bute of fairness and gratitude, but the essence of unfairness and nep.
ligence

Ahmad Sohrab



FROM MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB.
Ramleh Lgype, Sept. 9, 1915.

Dear Friends: -~ '

Would you like. to get the translatmon o? a hiessed tablet that was
vead this morning? It contains a wonderful spirit and a moet signifi-
cant exposition of the general conditions of the world at this time.

HE IS GOoD!?
O thou who art holding fast to the pure hem, thou who art a twig of the
bleassad tree!

Laoock thou with a deep 1n31ght upen the WOrld and tihe inhabitant
tnereof. It is an immense theater, upon the stage of which most speo-
tacular plays are acted. On the one hand, here thou wilt see upon it
plain the victorious and vanquished leglons of profit and loss. Thele
thou Wilt observe the waves of the sea of folly rising and falling with
great impetuosity. Cries are being raised on every side, and the agon-
ies of revolution, revelt aml unresi reach the ears of progressive meq .
There is a tremendous.clash and strike between capital and labor and
war between the aristocraticeand democratic adherents is carried on re-
lentlegsly with sword and javelin, bow and arrow. The phalanxes of the
grand army are drawn in battle array, each squadron taking its posi-
tion. The world raging armements and the heavy armed artillery are pre-
pared in every part of the field. The dazzling splcndor of the swerds
of enmity blinds the eyes from the most remote distance; the lighining
cffeat of breastplates, the brilliancy of the lances and the sparkie
»f the bucklers of hatred brighten: the gloomy night and bewilder the
sight. In ahort,‘ﬂn causes of strife, battle, slaughter and war are
wmade ready in tne utmost perfection.

On the other hand thou wilt observe that from every house the
strains and notes of music are raised, the confusing melodies of harp,
iyre, cymbal and flutes ayre heard, and the mad revelers are dancing to
the tunes while they are inebriated with the wine of this vanishing
pleagure and joy. Here thou wilt see the wanton and soiled dezpra-
tions, and there the flimsy shows of guold and the gilded class of crea-
tures . There is the embellishment and luxury made possible tarough
il1ligit wealth and money, and here are displayed the ravishing, beauti-
Iyl appearances of tue mortal world and ephnsmeral existence. From one
gard of the world the sighe of anguish, the lamentations of povarty aud
tne cries and agonies.of misery are ralaed and from ansther part the
voices, acclamation and jeremiads calling for succor have reached {¢ tle
gates of heaven., Here one sces the weeping of the hopeless and listens
to the appeal of the oppressed; there the trembling murmurs of the help-
less and harrowing wails of the shipwrecked in the sea of persecution.
The neat of the conflagration spreads on all sides; the Tlame of the
Jire of longing is raging with great intensity, and the tongue of an
avalanche of calamities leaps fortn. Here one observes tne absolution
and oppression of toe kings and the utter thoughtlessness of the cabhi -
net ministers; and there one sees the conilicét and war on the batile-
ield of thoughts and ideals by ambitious generals, statesmen, and ithe
sdministrators of the nations and counties . They consult togﬂtner

iuey scheme, they plot, they exchange their views; they organize

continued~
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Salacious enterprises, they float superfluous companies, they circuy-
iate false noites, they destroy; and they lay tue founuatlon of {hairp
sulitical careers.,

In shart, when thou considerest the reality, the outcome, the re-
sult and fruit of all these theatrical performances, tuou Wilt see with
toy reat eyeg itnal they are the illusory mirages and tielr sweetncss is
w8 Bitter poison. A few days this emth saall roll on its axis and w1l
thoese conditions shall become non-existent, and completely Torgottuen.
But when thou shuttest thine eyes t¢ this dark world, looking upwerd
and heavenward, thou wilt see light upon light, sternity onward to eter-
nity, and from everlasting to everlas ting. Then thou wilt see tha ysal.
ities of mysteries. Therefore, happy ig the purc spirit who does not
attach himself to the tranelent conditions and comforits of this woridq
nay, rather does he attach himself to the purity, nobility and grandcur
3f ihe neverending world. Upon thee be Bahat

' {Signed) Abdul Baha Adbbas .

This moraing I had great pleasure to find xyselfl in the presence
of our beloved Lord.. As ever, he was kind and gracious, joy-imparting
ant dynamic, loving dnd beautiful, the sunshine of beatitude in this
dark world. A cablegram from Marseill g8 armounced the departure of
Yre, Fraser and her approsching arrival in Port Said. The Beloved seng
o telegram 4o Ahmad Yazdl to receive and direct her to come to Romleh .
Angtuey cablegram from America ingired. about uis healtn. Letiers fraom
Bowton and Washingion contributed to his happiness, as well as from
Sermany ., The cause in Germany is maXing splendid headway, and the bLe-
tiavers, enthused by the presence, teacaings. and example of the Laster,
aave arisen to spread the movement with a determination and sirengih
auver eguvalled before. As he walked back and forth while 1 was reading
1e letter from Cermany, he smiled and was much elated. "You sue, you
sed, 1 want the believers to spread the cayse of Baha'o'llah. I thsy
do this, divine confirmation shall encircie them from all directions .
Then he related tne story of one of the believers who did not act zc-
cording to the principles of the cause, and how he was brought to a mosi
unfertunate and tragic end; and although he, the Master, has already
helped his son twice e is now in the most difficult financial embarrass
ment. "The cause,” he said before I departed, "has thrown a universal
reververation through the pillars of the earth, and the divine power
¢nell encircle the globe. Rest thou assured .®

Then he sent for the students and spoke with them about the super-
iovity of wmorality in private and public life. "As you ars coniirmed
piti this heavenly morality of Bahail life, you will succeed in your
saivntific studies and render great service 4o the cause and to Persia .”

Tais week I received five packages of photographs from ifr. and Nrs.
Kiliius of Spokane, Washington, which were to be divided between Wirza
fatmoud and myself, After making the division in equal parts I have
disiributed a few of my own share amongst the @iudents and pilgrims .
They were all made happy by this heavenly present, and the hearts of many
athers will be rejoiced. 1 also received some photographs from Consul
Sohwarz of Stuttgert, which ars already given away to many believers .

-~ Tn this way the Western friends can impart the greatest joy and happi-
nees to the hearts of the Hastern friends. In the evening the Master
came in while all the students were sitvting in the veranda. As ine eun-
wered they all rose from their seats. Before sittirg down he said, "Thid
i & good gathering - a luminous gathoering." He sat for ten minutes, but
ne 4id no t spesk one word. Silence, calm andeloquent, pervaded the whole
atmosvhiere, and when he left we were guite as coniented and happy ag



Ranleh, Beyvt, September 10, 1915,

Bear Priends:

Although we did not see the Master today, vet we
were all happy in the sweet companionship of each other, and
the thought of His close proximity to us. He was not far
from us, for even if we do not see Him physically, His Spirit
lives in our hearts, His love sets aglow the Pire of Neuarness
and His Words create a spiritusl. .exsltztion.

At noon the former Fprenohk €onsul of Haifa was His
guest, and in the afternoon He took a long walk.

I recelved a number of letters from' Anerica, all
containing good-llews. Shicago and 3pokane, Wew York and
gan Francisco and Washington were well represented. I am
sure all the good news will make the hezrt of ABBUL BAHA very
hapyy. I hove the stream of ohearing news will constantly
flow toward this direcction. I also heé letters from Budapest
ansd Stuttgart, bondon and Paris. In London the believers
are already laying the plans for the promotion of the gsause
during the winter. The Anerican friends, I have no doubt,
will carry away the wreath of triumph, and shall guide many
souls out of the desert of negligence into the green valley
and runn:ng stream of Bahai Paith.

In this letter I would like to guote a few Arabiean
Proverbs which are used in their dally conversation. The
Arabs are generally very lively and dramatlie in their conver~
gation, Their talk is enriched wiih nuiaberless proverbs,
zni it is endowed wlth & wonderful power of expression and

poetic ldiom. They are simple, yet winsowme, graceful and most
chivalrous.

Here are some of the proverbs:

"Make nelther your friendship a pretense, nor your
hatred a nenasce,*

')on‘t ask a man gbout his origin; you can read it
in nis face.* o

"Patriotism is from falth,"

"®he boy is -his mother's double,"

*Beware of speech; a word ﬁay bring a fatal end."

"Avarice. dastroys'what the gwaricious gather.®

*A ruler without justioce is no better than a river
without water.*

"Uan is often an enemy to things of which he is
ill-informed.* .
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"There is no honor like possesinga good character.®

"B¥isdain not z kind action, be it but to give water
to.one who is not thirsty,*

"Knowledge without practice is like a bow without a
string. " -

"Y¥o pious mct is more beloved by God than telling the
truth. "

*Without hope no moither would nurse her child, nor
would 4any peasant plant his land.®

"?The young who revere the agéd will find reverence
themselves when they are olg,*

*The next best thing to belief in God is to gympa~
thize with the people," '

“A true believer is not content while his heighbor
is hungry."?

#There are men who sre keys to the good, and locks
to evil,"

"E&oid vain:hopes, content in pwogperity.”®
"wisdom 1ifts up a slave into the dignity of princes?”

" Hearts, like bodies, become tired, and should
have vecreation,"

‘YA wise eneny is less harmful then a foolish fRtend."

"Man is not to be valued by the robes he wears,
but by the character he shows."

"Phe false man is a mirror to your face, but a thorn
in your bagk.* :

*If you o¢ensure yoir friends for every fault they
commit, there will come o time when you will have no friend
to censure,"

The besutiful spirit of hospitality of the Arabs
is often illustrated by the apt inscription of welcome en-
graved above the gates of tnelr home. For example:

"Weloome to him of whose approach I am all unworthy."

"Welcoue to the voloe announcing the joy after
donely melanoholy.*
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"Good tidings thine; off with the robes of sadness,
for know thou art accepted, and I myself will take on me
whatsoever grieves thee,"

3uch are the sayings of these men who shower their
love and affection upon the friends and strangers with a
wealth of conceptions and true kindness, Those who really

sympethize with them will find aasny veautiful customs in
their midst,

I will bring this letter to = close by the trans—
lation of a Prayver from the pen of the Beloveds

*H® I3 ®L ABHAL

¢ thou Xind, Incomparable Godl

Parriliarize these hearts with Thy Mysteries, and
detaon them from friends and strangers. suffer them to
dxrink from the Sup of the Wine of the Morn of Bternlty, and
intoxicate them with the Goblet of Everlasting Pelicity,
These servants long and yearn for Thee, and these lovers are
enamoured and attached to Thee. They are dwellers of Thy
Mount, and attracted with the Beauty of Thy Pace. They are
the flock of thy gazellss, and are scattered in the valley of
regret. 3end Thou fo them the Messagze of Providehee, and
cause 1o descend upon them the Angel of Guidance; s0 that a
Pragrance may waft from Thy Abode to the nostrils, and an
Effulgenoe from Thy Psce may l1llunine the hearts of these
servants; the impeneirable darkness be changed into light;
and the thorny place be transformed into s rose garden,

Verily, Thou srt the Powerful, the 88eing ang the
Hezring."

In the ovenlng Mirza Abul Fazl csme, and sll the
students gatnered arcund him, and he 8moke to them about
the esrly “events of the sause.



Ramleh, Bgypt, September 12, 1915,

Bear Priends:

8eparation from the friends of God is a diffienlt
thing. Although by this tine we must be used to it, having
traveled so ruch, seen so meny countries, and associated with
so many Bahais, yet we feel keenly when we xeet and grow to
love a muber of the believers, then suddenly they depart,
andg in 211 probability we shall never see them again, o
However, in this spiritual separation tihere is one consoldt lon,
and that is; +these friends go out into the world after at-
talning to the Meeting of the Beloved, to teach the gause, or
to equilp themselves further to become nore useful instruments,
Thus in a spiritual sense ithere is no separstion between
those Bahais who are truly devoted to the geuse or God and
are striving in the Psth of Reslity.  gdonsequently, from an
outward standpoint we were all very sad when we 82w ouYy body
of students leave the house after a pereuptory farewell,
for the station. The Masstier ressived them at two ce'clock,
and imparted to them His last Words of sdvice and exhorta—
tion, and at % o'clock & number of us were ot the station to
hid them our last goodbye, Phey first went to gairo, to
stay there one day For sight seeing, and from there will go
to Port 8aid, to leave for Haifa,

There was a meetilg at Khorassani's house tonight.
The friends asked me to go with thew, but, as the Yaster was
not going to be there, 1 preferrsd to stay st home and watch
the briliiant moon out of my window., After a few moullents, I
he=rd the volce of iy. Sprazue. The Master had zsked e to
go to the hotel snd translate., A prominent Buseisn Sount,
who understands Bnglish and French, is calling on Him, in a
mogent I was there, and immediately the Master plunged into 2
deep and nost interesting discussion of the two aspects of
weincarnation; the particular and the universal; the return
of general and specifioc ildess;jand a lengthy rresentation of
the logical proofs concerning the existence of a Rivine,
Suprene Existence animating and energizing all oreation.
The #ount was greatly interested, and was going to ask irore
questions when the Secretary of the brother of the Khedive was
announced. Thus he relegated his sther questions to another
meeting, and departed with great satisfaction and pleasure,
As I hear, this €ount is very influential in Bussia, and his
attraction to the Gause will enlist the sympathy of many
prominent people who have not yet heard of the Movement.

I left the hotel and returned home, leaving the
Haster talking with his newly arrived guest. How importsnt
it secems to wateh at close range the great events which are
oconstantly transpiring at the headquarters, and their magni-
fied refiections all around the world,.
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) Amidst the confusion and going and coming of the
gstudents incident to their departure, I was translating

Tablets.  Yobh bhe benefit of ithe readers I will quote herein
o few exiraets;:

‘ VStrive as much as ye cen 0 that love gnd amity
may inecrease day by dsy amongst the believers of God; all
of you way help each other and be ever ready to sscrifice
vour lives for each other. This is the quality of tne
people of BAHA,

The following is a Tablet to Mr. Horace Holley, the
author of the Bahai work called "Modern Social Religion®:

"HE IS GOB}

0 thou son of the Kingdomi . .

A copy of the book written by thee and forwarded to
this Srot wae received. The friends are engsged in reading
it. They praise and commend your book nost highly and appre—
ciatively. God willing, it will be itranslated and I will
likewise read it. Thank thou God that thou art confiimed
and assisted. TPhy aim is to render service to the Kingdom
of Abha, and thy object is the promotion of the Tegcehings of
BAHA'Q'LLAH, Although the glory and greatness of this ser—~
vice is not known for the present, but irn future ages it
shall assume most great inpvortailice, and will atiract the at—
tention of the most great scholars, Therefore, stirive more
and more as imch as thou canst in this service, so that it
may become the czuse of thy everlasting glory; in the Kingdon
of Abha thou mayst shine like unts g star.

Upon thee be Bsha El Abhaf .

{signed) AbdQul Baha Abbus."
In another Tqblet He sazys to Mrs. Killius:

10 thou who art attracted with the Love of Goidl

Phy letter was like a mirror in which were reflected
tne pictures of Bivine €onfirmaticns, Phouw hast a heart
which is turned toward the Kingdom of Abha, a spivit rejoiced
by the Glad Tidings of God, and eves illumined by benciding
the hights of God. Your aim is to render a service to the
world of Rezlity. Pure intention is the magnel of heavenly
agzistanee and the only nmeans whereby to attradt great power.Y

To another person whose house has been burned down,
He revezls:

L% ¢ tﬁy earthly house is desglroyed, be thou‘not 883,
May the Palsce of the Kingdom be upbuilt; 0 thou bird of
Reality! If thy terrestriul nest is ruined be thou not
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unhapvy, the Heavenly ¥est is cestined for thes, His Holii~
ness ghrist, the Holy manifestations, and the Avostles Dosge
sessed no neet whatsoever in this anrtal world, but in the
Universe of God a glorious Palsce. It is hoped that through
the Pivine Bestowal, on z lofty station, in the Universe of
God, a rsdiant Palace may be prepaxed for thee. gonslder
trhat the palaces of former kings from the Bay of Afam up to
the vreaent age are ravaged by the relentliess hand of Tine,
tut the towering Palace of the believers oF God is built
throughtuts eternity and never subject to destruction,
Reflect csrefully, and thou shalt obsemnve that all the foun-
dations are upltorn, but the foundationr of the Avostles of ~
ghrist is becoiing firmer and loftier every day. It is my
nope tist thou shelt likewise lay hhe foundation of such a
lofty Palace. The foundation of this Palace i= the %811 of
tre Kingdom of God; 1its galleries zr¢ the Teachings of
BAHA'O!LLAH; 1its deccrstions to e vixtues of the world of
mwmanity, and its radisnt lzmps the 1ights of the Bivine
Kingdom. Therefore, sirive =8 mushks thou canst to quicken
the dead souls, to guidc the erring ones, to czuse to drink
those who are¢ thirsty, and to invite those ~ho zre hongry to
51t around the Heavenly Teble and psrteke of the Bivine ¥ood."



- Ramleh, Bgypot, September 13, 19135,

Bear Priends: _

Ranmleh 1is honored with the Presence of the divine
King, Pron this quiet summer resort of the mysterious
Egypt, the more mysterious Power of God is felt in the utter-
most ocorners of the world. Men, women and children belong-
ing to all nztionsliities and religiong are turning their
attention to this spot, Here, and nowhere else, lives and
moves the God-man amongst people, as lived and moved Jesus
1900 years ago along the shores of Galiles. His mmnificence
and generosity embrace the world of humanity. His love
is all-inolusive, and the fountain of His sy@pathy flows
without interruption.

With their burdens, sorrows and sufferings, all
the children of men gome to Him, With spiritual willingness
and gemiine plessure He sh:ru.usrs uh€e Durden of everyone;

He cheers the despondent heart; He inspires the downcast;
He strengthens the weak; He helps the poor and He sows the
seeds of Wisdom in the garden of the minds. With a super-
human fortitude He stands before the face of the world and
proclaine the coming of the Kingdom of GodQ. ¥o human being
can measure His power and greatness, He leads mankind
gently, and yet with a firm, undeviating purpose to the rose
gerden of Reality.

Those who are endowed with a spiritusl insight
can easily realize that the Spirit of @od is moving over the
world, the doors of the Kingdom are opened, and the Graces
and Bounties of the Lord of Hosts are wmanifest. Thus they
arise, with a sudden awskening, to glorify the Lord, and to
summon mankxind to the Banquet of Eternsl hife and Rverlast-
ing Yelioity. '

Phis morning the Beloved, accoupanied by Shougl
Effendi, oame to our house and sat for about half an hour.
Throughout His talk He laughed, thus giving us much happiness,
He told us the story of & German €onsul in Haifa, illustrat-
ing how certain people come to & szd end because they be-
lieve in and love to hear the {lattery of some sycopPhants.

*In Haifsa," He said, "there was at one time g
German #onsul who becsme my friend. . He used to call on me
often, and I returned ¥is visits, At one time, for & whole
month he disappeared. suddenly one dsy he entered my room,
He had a stiok in his hand and was lame, 1B, Agal how is
it that you have not inguired sbout my health during the
past montht! 'Why, friend, what has happened to thee?!
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'Yesithe answered pitifully, * I am the victim of ¥Bravod™
Get me tell you how it happened. The German #olony had
arnghged a ball, and of course I was invited. The Governor,
the Judges and the officials of Haifa were likewise invited.
When the program of dancing was over they had a jumping
competition, One by ome they started to jump, but in a
clungy manner, I saw nomne of them had learned the secret

of jumping a long distance, but I had' learned in voyhood
going to Gymnasiwm in Germany. When the last one did his
jumping without reaching the prescribed mark, I volunteered
as a candidate, All eyes were now on me, My first attenpt
was 80 successful that it eliocited the hesrty Bravol of the
Governor. In my heart I was pleased, and thought I will
junp again and go beyond the first limdt. I went back and
back, then forward; I then ran, and when I landsd on the
other side such a tumltuous applause was raised from the
Governoy and the officisls; Bravol Bravo! rang in my
ears, By this time I was puffed up with pride, and I

becgme blind to wmy own limitstions. How I will sow them,

I said to myself, what real jumping is! And with this deter-
mination I started the third tinme, I wanted to jump further,
mueh further, thafh the first two times, and so when:I landed
upron the earth with a great rush, I fely s most excfruciating
pain in my right foot. My leg was broken, I become un-
conscious, and when I opensd my eyes I found myself in bed,
Por the last thirty days I have suffered very much. Thus,
you see now how I becaue the victim of the. Brave! of the
gGovernor.t Vow there are very many people in this world

who will go the limit of doing anything, even to attacking
the purity and the motive or the character of their friends
just to gain a little temporary apPlause and BRBravo!l,

without thinking of the ruinous effect of such a tning upon
themselves in the future, and the loss of public confidence."

Then He said:

"We have recelved meny letters from the Bast and
America, I wonder Yo which direction we should turn our
attentlon for today." Beeing a package of letters in uy
hand, He laughingly said: *Is this the work thou hast
prepared for me? How many hours dost thou want?
It seemns to me there is no end to thy requests,"

In the afternoon He dictasted Tablets in the garden
to Shougl Bffendi for a long list of belisvers in Baku,
Russia. Tea was served while He revealed the heavenly
Tablets. In the afternoon He entertained the Arabic Pro-
fessor of the Americsn #ollege in Beirut. He spoke to him
about the unification of religions and the Principles of
the Movement. He went away with new rays of light.



|  Renleh Egypt, September 14th 1933
Dear :Fr:lenda:d- | 3
In the Garden of the heart plant not but the fl-
owers of love. The fragrance gfmt)l’z?dhgaeimhs of love, the potent
infl. nence of d:lv:lne I-ove. ﬁm o3 effieady of the spiritual Love,
must consti.tu’oe the fbundatien of the life ond conduot of every
shads You thall know t.he -tree by its frults. You sha.ll recog-
"niz,e a Bahai. by. tha qtmlity uf vae he maxiifeata. With love
in our hearts we arve anablad t-o banei’it huuwnity. Love being
the magnet, itvs _z;oaa&ssar 1-5 -ena‘bled to attr:—mt t he hearts %o
the Kingdom of Ai:haw Truo 1Ws never mangea. and has no simile
itude ox the shadow of tuming. I;ovq 48 the basis of humenfyf syw
mpathy, and sympathy prompis us to. be kind é.nd compegsionate to
all those vwho are In mid_oimm@s_tmaas. With love the eneryy
is éhmxge.d_ to 2 i‘riend@ »_the" cheerless is comforted, the weary
traveller is .'.W«dged; tha hungw is fed, the izaketl is clothed,
the dostitute ia maa.‘ri.dig_‘.ﬂm weak is reinforced, the hopless
become hopeful and the 'bax'ren flifé is :-md:e. to bloesom like unto |
s rose. Love ie the @e&t.p@auta for me'hélej.ng of all our soe
cial, politicﬁl. and Gcoﬂbmie evils. Love is the Holy Fire enw
kindled in the hearts by the Hand of Ged. The only love that
is allwenduring, divinly ..:W_gent is the love of mankind. Let
the power gf this love jiha.j'i:cg_j;.poasession ar; our beings. Let the
sea of this love tl@ teim&ds’ ‘the uoﬁntriés of our hearts, Let
the rays of th:l.s Love :Lllwnine the derk raoessea of our minds.
Let the sun of this Love flood the regions of our souls, With
this love we can acc.gmpush zmyth!.n{;. Those vho hnve seer even

g glimmer of this Lowve will never become d#spondent; with shine.



September 14th, 1013, . 8
ing feoes and smiling lips they will wade. through the storm of
cifriculty, surmount the impassable mountaine of .t:'::l:-:xla and
reach the goal wilth added zeal, inereased enerzy, suwreme falth
and unfa.lteriyig courage. This Love exalis onels ideal, purifies
oniet's motive snd {:3.01’11":1-&5 one'¥y ‘h’nougrhta; The Bohinls are the
servants &t the Court of thise Yove] they adore this Beloved nnd
they oy tritute to this Fing., YLove, mnd dnly love, wmokes fhon
invelnerable, ".:?ith'thia armonr they =xse protected from every obe
tack, With this .ai‘my they defoit the hosts of darkenss. ¥With
this wemg_ion they gain vichories over the éitiee of the hearts.
vith this torch they dimpel the gloom. With this medicine they
henl the sick, and with this water they ollay the thiroty ones. .
out of this book they have learned the l&yséeries of God': from
thig soring they have quaffed the chalice of Irnovledge; towonrd
thic exslted heigzht they are somying, and in thic illi-.mita.bld
ocenn, uthey are submerged, They are followers of the Iord of love,
W}msé word, acpion and ideal are spelled In Lovew-Love for the
world of humsnity. Thelr watchword is Lové. + Thelr colling izs
Love, nnd their avocation is Iove. They eat Love, they drink
Tovoe, they are clothed with Jove nnd kave thelr exigtonce throe
urht Ioves They have known the Uouree of Love, "nd Love has
nnde then frec, They love God, and they love mankind. They love
God's ereaturess VWith this omnivotent power they have arisen to
serve humanltiy. They demand anoe rnd the::,r geck 10 worldy nosiw
ticne. In atl their trrnsaotions and;_ﬁealinga,- Love is their ins-
tructor, Xeove is the mentox, love is the:l_z}s{guide. They love to
iive o life of simplieity, .grayerfulmass.» helpfulness and seXvice.
They hate cant end thgy admive rectitude and manly integwity.



Se

For t.hm thore u ne oW .qu 1! an elyaam garden. of .:loy and

mmm loving:w and nat & charnel

~ house of gr:!,q;f and aoww(ﬁielmgpeaee. peace is oontentment.
contentment is 11312'&;

ha.pps.neae. whera men w 1%

B s L 2';:&#! ';ﬁnad'into -the* Preéeno-a‘of

the King ot‘ Low. ' Bﬁ t_.__-;ma fﬂmt MW ia; and. hw we ehauld
gain more oe,paa&t;r to.-_._hqem ui:'fha cuatedtm of. 'mi'e. ‘He' enlled
Khosm to br:t.ng him aanmn;l mtp of ¢o£‘feo, &nd when lt was served,
*with & twinkle 1n his di.'vino Q;raa. b.a sa.:ld, "who aags that Uirsa
Ahmad ‘does not. dr:&nk a.mz : quffqe! Bring hs.m 8 cupl” ‘rhe he
_dictataa aeveral 1ons an mnderfuq. Tab:j.eta rm.' the Geman Believers.
He vas eapocialw plcﬁ.naﬂ mm if.hc htter w: Maa Alma Knobloch,

and with har aplandj.d' 'w‘ur QMal Germa.n cj.t:les. He o:;*derecl

the tmnalat!.an of h 'etmf; to 'be sant to a.ll ;par‘as of the orient
He atgmted to dictatn 8 Tgb '-._fer hert *O thou Herald of the

: .;_Kinsdam of A‘nhai ‘Then o mﬁ! ~mw ghe is s hera.ld. of t.he

Cause cf Bad, She haa,‘wnu hida: mu by the mer:.t of her nohJ.o

.Th.an he cantinued At this ‘tine Mirze
Ada Akbar was. mcﬁnoede.,_ and Tater m Haj3 Wias. Lan@htnsly he .

: .relatea to ua ﬁhe story_‘o.t'a' poas' msn uho had eem& in the moming
and weu:l.d nat go trbm'm door um.gss he maa gim aamething He
was an, 1nhab:.tant or 908; Wi 'gtz‘anaea in Almndr:le. and wanted

R Q¢ ha.ek. Tho K&Nﬂ‘ him}_hb had nn mmey. m man would not
xs.stan o wm inallyl.the mnﬁtar borrawed am Rhglish
“_as_ ‘b&lking sn laud tmd mak:lng euoh

work in guiding the _aoulat'..

v'paund aml gav_

:a. comation tha X "h_ giw him the moneyl" i‘he Beloved sald,
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In the evening woe had Just finished our dinner
when the Master enterod the xoom. Thinking we were yei eating, he
commanded us td be seated, and weni out.htt wae useless to heg
Him to come back because we had really finished. Thus we were
deprived &f the light of His Presence, the music of His voice
and the inap‘}:ration qf His Wa,rd_u |



' Ramleh, Egypt, September 165th, 1913,
’near Friends!

mi We 4o not see t&ie Master to=day, In the more-
ning he was busy reading his letters; in the affernoon he dict-
ated Tablets. for the believers of various parts of Persin; in
the evening he gave a long, interesting interview of more than
two hours to two coyrespondents of Asabic Dailies in Cario. We
were stmd;ﬁng near the door #f the Victoria Hotel expecting him t.
to come out when the interview wae snded. About 1l0+30 P.H. we saw
hin descending the stailrs. He {v-as faeling well but a litile tired.
He éaid o few words and then passdd by, walking érect snd with
divine dignity towsrd the house., We returned home and after = hour
rending, retired to our beds. .

If you would like to hear the $ory of the King
and the thom-picker as related to ms by fI-.&ﬂ;rza Jalal Siﬁa. I will
be glad to foll into line, The moral of it must be gussed by your
self: _ | . |

"Onge upon a time the king of the countries of i
the North went out hunting. Wiile he was thasing a doer he fore
z0t all about his retinue end royal tent and charged his steed
through glen and dale, the deer ever ava}d:l.né him by leapring from
orag to orsg. Suddenly thé king realized:that he was far away from
his servants, the mideday sum was pouring down its hot rays uvon
his head. He looked arom.td'and. to his cmazement it wa.s a vast
desert full of thorne and Ur:l.aré. Then in the far diataﬁce he
spied with his gless an 0ld man picking thomms. The old man was
a 1ittle stortledy and looked tip. YWho art thou?! the king asked



September 15th, 1913, : _
'Y am a poor thorn piokﬁr; 1 magntain a large family by selling
these thorne in the ¢ity«? *How many yimné a week dost thou come
_ here.?' 'Ch! I come ﬁvary days If I mirs o day my people go hung-
rye !t 'But surely ﬁhou axrt not squal to this hapd wark, ! tvhat
else can I do?' " 'Come; my brother,! ﬁhe king answered, o3 he
extended to him,hia handj ' If thou dost listen to me and ohey
511 my orders I will,ﬁaké thee the richest man in the world. I
will teach thee the seuret of ths philesorpherts stone, which
tronsmutes the bager metals invd golde' YALL rightl I will
follow and obey thee under all. glrcumstances. ' 'But thou must
first realize that the road is full of temptamiens. Thou must
loock neithor to thy right nor to thy 1eft. nor shouldat thon
listen to anynne but reneuncing all things ever tb;law me.? 'Yea!
Yeal I will do anything thou dost command me.' 'Very well, Jhen
comed I awn willing to give thea a trial.! j he thome-picker,
throwing ocway nis simple lnng atilette with which he used to

cut his thorns, started to followthe king. For an hour they walke
ed, untll they reached a dessert vhlch was ghining with the rays
of the sun. The 0ld men asked the king} ‘Why i» this eojd 8o
brilliant?' 'The ground ¢f this desert is of mllver,! the king
answerode 'qglidhl- Can I not £ill my pockets with 1t%' he coried
out all excitement, 'Pid I not teel theo Tthou wilt encounter temw
ptationsg, 'The §Ld mencbeing thus rebuked for hils vpparent fore
getfulness, hecwne silent, and did not say anything; but in his
neart was coveting the posseasion of sucﬁ free abundanf wealtl,

In order to keep hie mind away frem his secret thought, the king
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tried to entertain him with various kinds of conversation until hey
vassed by this plailn and entered snother, the soil of which was

e dazzling yellow ¢coloXs

"What 18 this?' the thornepioker asked, with blinking

eves, 'the solld of this plein 4s of gold.*: 'Goldd Gold! my |
goodness?! There is s9 much gold scattered here, and I em so utterly
80 niserably poor, and my fumily wlweys half starved.! Half bent,
inclined oy en uncontrellabile desire, he was going to gred a nuge
get, when the king btook hj.m 'by the hand, 'Gowe, come, my brother]

I shall moke thee so yich that thou wilt not deign to look at o
mountian 0f gold.* 'Well! I don't know how) Here I ses 8o much..
gold, a pocket full of which will make me rich beyond my fondesd
dreams,' 'Do not listen to the -a-uggeastionsiof thy heart. This
desert gold ia nothing compared to the tk-.ar:easuxea which are wailte
ing thee.' *% will walt and see.' At J:aét they crossed the dese
ert, but the 0ld man was moody, .his ayes wandered to the right
and to the left, looking at th-e immeriae anount of go}.d. aust schte.
tersd over the plain. Finally fhey en‘tere;_d: zmothér desert. liere
their eyes were almost blinded by ithe dezzling brillisncy everye
vhere. ‘Whet is this plain made of? Plense 36Xl ms ai once.! The
old men nsked ergerlys 1 have never seen anything like it in all
my 1life.! 'Oh! the king anewered quite oalndy, nothing especcinlly
valunble, this ig the diomond plaine 1Diauﬁaﬁdl hig eyes were sboul
ready to full qut of thoeiyr sockeis, 1 hm;ve he&:t;d that it is the
most precious gem in the world. Surely you will perrit me to Fill
at lenst one of my pockets with these yriceleéé stones! Just think

now one of them will make me quite independent!' 'Ho, borthex,
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Thou must not aot 13ke a childs On this pilgrimage thou canstimot
carry anything with thee. Thou must not eoil thy wings with water

end clay, otherwise thou wilt not be able to see and roach the
height. Witk much persuagion the o0ld man was at last prevented

fron loading himself with diamonds, and by and by they were out
of this pluain too. Now it was nenrly 'sunseﬁ. i’men Jal on the
ody e of the westexrn hor;zmi the,, saw a wonderful body of watér
shirmering undex'ihe.'faat_ raa‘é of the sune. The .king pointed it
out to the old man with mn exultant ary; *Lookd. dost thou see the
geson lying before us? This ig the eea of the philosovherts stone,
one dron pf which will tranemute all the haser metal into the pure-
st gold.? |

The 6ld man wes, however, by this time extrenmsly
tired, aarid ‘8B he was ﬁhinkt_.ng in an abzente-ninded way how {0 answer
the king, he saw another' thorn pioker who waz a friend of hisg, opp=
enring on the scene."ﬂhat'dost thou &0 here,! .he asked. 'Today!',
he nsid, 'severnl members of m.uz' guild went on a atz;ike. S0 n load
of' thurms is fetching e high pr;l.ée in the oitys Com along with mel
We twe all our 1.1ve$. have been nori-union membeyrs, and for the
next two ax three days, before the &xike is settled, we con make
a nice proflt by supplying the citizens wi‘ﬁh the nacessary i‘uel.'
The old thorn ploker got yexy much excite{l.over thie unexpecied
ngws, and forgetting the king, %‘.h.o DCGRD of' thé philesopherts
stone, and the inexhaustible f"ortune awolting him, turned bocke.
The king, »itying thelir Ignoramnce, oried out after them, prenising
that he would make both ridl: beyond thelr {ireams. The younger
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mon hesitated for o mment » bub the older man would noi listen.
He sald, 'he has fnllod me all day, and now he is going to make
another £écl out of ;mm et ug xun quitkly before he persuades
us L@ again obey and follow h‘.tm

' "For two daum theay gathex'ed several loada of
thoxns, hoplng that they would Bell _e.t their own prices and be-
come lndependent snd rich, but vihen they entered the city they le
arned to their utter} 'di.emaar'- the.t t.hle' price was even lower thon its
current standard, baca.usé there had nevey beén such a thing &as o
strike among the thorm-pickers, apd the information given 'io the
young man vas baged upen hearsays Then the old man reguemberea
e ling, the plains "af_siiirer. gold and diamand, and the ocean
of ihe philosopher's stone. Wildly e ran out of the city, seoxche
ed wnd searched 611 tha néj.ghbarhood Plains, buh he could not find.
& trace of the kings «Ev-arythink had diaappéaxea like magice Thon
e said 'Why aid I ilesten 0 atiother man? Why did I ﬁot-obay the
king? Why did 1 depﬂ.ve ryself of such a neavehw ‘hrea;sury?' Thus
he i:}as rébulcing himse’if 28 he continued his saarch, ever hoping .
to.find the kings® I

Aranad Sehyabs
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Ramleh, Egypt, September 17th, 1913
Dear Friendai=
A1l the palacges that ure bullit are subJsod to destruot-
ion} except the p&lade of Iove., vihich 1s frge from demolition.”
As long as love is the rulexr of the hearta.:no diffiouliy aricos
between the'individuala. but when it is replaced Ly indifference
and illefeeling, theﬁ.ﬁhe fire of Tove is extinguisheds I ories
to remove the possibility of any strmeeness, we wunt over look
to the higher princziples of the spiritual 1lifs, vhich hinds togetiher
all humandity. For a life is indesd sterile unles: it oroduces he
Fruite of Love, a Love vwhich breaks ﬁhrough-all the wnlls of rnote
fonal and Traclal prajudiéea, entering vuoon the Tlowery pluln of
Universsl Brotherheode The Spiritusl Palsce, thz foundrtion of
vhich is the Tove of Jod, is never lodd washe, oul rether dny by
day its coliderity and beaﬁty become.moré visiﬂle mndIS$w0ngly
maxkeds The Palace of the Bahui Iife will rever boe desiroyed.
Because its suprame Architect s Bdha'e‘liah. its buiider is Abdul
Pehe, its mosons axe the eléct of God, itz lohorers are the frierds
of God who are firm in the Opvennnt, its foundation iz the wicliese
able Taw of:Godg its oonment is the Tove of God, its water is the
tlood of maftyrs; {ts cpqstruc#tve moterinls are the principles
of Aksolute Reallity, Ifa rooms ure the Religlons of God, its light
ie the Sun of Righteousness, ite deporations are the virtues of
the world of humanity, its imperishsole flowers ore the glorious
attributes of Divinity, and 1ts dwellers sre the neople of Beaho
Its dome shall reach io-the helgat of heaven, snd its foundatiors
to the seventh sirata of the earth. Men and wonern Trom the ﬁést

and west, Horth and South, nre dmily working on the coastruction of
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this Palace. With a noble selfesacrifice, with unpsralleled enth=

usiasn, with confident selfereliance, they »re continually sdding
new partitions to this heavenly Palace. Yhey do not rest for one
moment, neither sleep nor weariness overiske them. The rewurd of
the luhorsrs is wiﬁh‘Baha'o'lla.ha For them spiritual treasures are
destined, and ingstinahle bow;‘eieé are yrovided, Are they not joind
partgers in the huilding of the Palace of Internationul Peuce vud
arbitrotion, ths edidice of the quta.lj_.ty of hunnn rignts and the
structure of the scononic ad.jué‘hnent of all the inescepable provhlons
of this modern ern. ‘s?é are assured by our Divine Acchitect, viose
xnovledge is undoubted ana whdsé‘authority is wnquestlonsd, thoti
the volcanlc events of the time and the corroding effect of the come -
ing sges shall not in the least leave thels impress uvon unb BPirit~
‘ual Yalacej for 1t 1s built upon the roc:k' of aEen, 24 1o0G upon the
shitfinggzeends of public opinivns. 1o day the Beloved hed & alight
Pever, ; ndtﬁithstzmding this he wrote many %Tableis Lfur the bellevers
of f00x with his own hand. He received the newly arrived believers
Mir Savacd Hossein, a fine young man, a graduste fron the Beirut
College, is of the Afnons (thé relatives of the Bak) ond the son

of the sister of the Belovedw- the dnughter of Baha'te'!'llih vhose
husbondts nome is Hedi Kir Saysd All Afnan, living ab this time in
Haifas. Of course he lives in the house of ‘Lhe Hastery The rest of
the hox students are expected to arrive tomori*um*. In the afternoun
the Magter passed by the houwse, and went to tune gorden. Jie stayed
there for more 'thz«:m an heour, telling several stories to Haji N¥iaz,

vihho vas in his Presesce. On his raturn aguin we met nim for = glimpse
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low different ure theas days dompared with those wonderiul doys
"in America and Iurepe, when we were ab all times besking under the
sunshine ol Hls Presencel

TE ¢ ImIé"‘I.AII COMMONWEALIN 19 publiahing weakly orticles
ant. these are regularly translated into Beréizm end tirculated in
the Crient for the knowledge of our idastern ifz':teno.s, especlinlly the
Agguat numbers on the Prisun lxperience of Abdul Dakna. The Holoved
e oftonexpressed the wish thabt the friends will scrve the couse
1T some of lhexn sahscribe to . the pooer. e ctieyr any a Yyhiet was
revealed for the Baiter, whlch I transorive nore, so ihat it ooy
encowrage the friends further to increase the liahni eubscription.
Phey vall do so thiough Lire. Jose He Hannen; Liretly, boeouse he io
the Dahad Coxrecpondent of the sald paper I:-yf he comand of taw
“asler, wid secondly, the 'E!ditf;r'will Yaorowr thot hioae ney sabe
peribers ave Behals ond are subaceriving Lo the epers oné ~ve doing
a6 ot the expressed wish’of the liusteis Une of thc lotely coples
will contain ‘the Deloved's article on Uﬁi\""ﬁl%ﬁill Fentes

i HE 16 GODe
() thou kiné, veloved friendd _

The coniag of your peerless popers +liich nre in reollby
the proofs of your high idesls, she wmltaa‘tiou o your alwe ond the
peluciples of the prosperity of the world of humanity, were recuived.
Truly I say that this unique paper of yours ;lilce mbo o clenr, Lronge

parent mircor reveals the lmages of Hewallilies. Iv is the weflectiion

W

the Sonaip are grateful and thankful to you ou account of your proise
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worthy intentions. The greatness of these articles is not knowm
anl onifest, but in the future they will ga.:lh such :meortancé
ihet every copy conieining an article on the Gause of Bsha'o'llah
will De frazmed, preserved and hung In the most honored place, and
its contents will be quoted by the people of culture, ITherefors,
reot thou assured that thou art sowing pure seeds in PREe ground.
re long they will grow and develop and moy harvests will he gutie
ereile

Upon the he greeting wné oraiseld .

(signed) ABDUL BANA ABBAB.®

So fa:c; a8 I can Judge for the pre"aen'a. our stay in
Romleh iz brought slowly to a close, but the next place %o be hone
ored by the i’resence of the Beloved 48 not definitely known. Some
peonle talk sbout his going to Haifa. However, he will be herc at
least one month morxe, Cur summer was altogether very delightful,
the bealih of the Deloved was falrly good and the men of Revelation
was always moving. He wae a source of great joy t0 the hearts of
muny Dellevers vhé have oome from all cerners of the Orient to see
hir »nd recelve his spiritusl benedictions. *ay the HMorning Stax
Iise, shedciing. its brilliant rays upon all humanity and spreading

the lights of Divine “onsolousness upon the world!
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Beur Triends. _

when vour eup of joy is filled to overflowing the
tears of happriness flow from the eyes; one iight try to
keep back thev tears, but the emotions become so strong, the
susceptibilities so keen, the feelings so overwhelming, taat
it will be impossible to check them, * This .5 a condltlon
that one cannot easily define, either in speeoh or 1n writ-
ing. It comes over one after the realigstion of one's most
cherished dream like & ¢yclonhe, If a friend ask thee "why
art thou weeping?" thou thinkest how superfluous is this
suestion. ile may think that thou art unhappy, he :ay wonder
32t thy weeping, but if he dives to the depth of his hesrt
he will see there the reflectiom of thine own condition.

?hie condition is applicable to the spiritual life
to & far greater degree, ¥hen souls are united by the
indissoluble bond of the 8pirit, when thelr very lives flow
and mingle in each other, when thelr hearts zre insbired
by the same celestial ideals and divile experiences, when
they vecoine 80 real to each other that they set at nought
the laws of time and rlece, communing with escrh other; then
indeed they are the nightingales of the rose garden of Abha,
' Paith and the Love of the Beloved will form for
them the itwo white wings of Light wherewith they will soar
higher end higher toward the realm of eternity. What joy
and bliss whell two such souls meet esch other, prompted by
the sazme longings, following the same Path, keeping green in
the Blysium of their minds the same spiritusl yemrnings.
Thelr silence is wore &loquent than speech; with one word,
with one glance, & whole world of thought and conversation is
gonveyed. Hast thou ever experienced thies spiritual unity,
this divine sssociation, this at-one-ment with another soul
0k with & number of souls who live upon the plane of spirit—
uality, and who have no other ambitioh save the serviee of

the mause and winning the good pleasure of the Lord of man-—
King?

Such persons are the stars of the nsaven of sanc-
tity, puri®ied from all the stains of human passion, and
reinforced by the Bresths of the Holy Spirit. They are
pure instruments in the Hand of &od, conscious of their own
weskness and inability, and ever relying upon the Grace and
Favor of their Lord. They are the clarions of Truth, and
the angels of Heaven; the fruitful trees in the orcnard of
this Revelation; +the pearls of the Sea of this Mispense-—
tion; the soft beaming rays of the 0rb of Unity; the
fountains of the Water of Life.



when His Holiness ¢hrist was crucified by the
Pharisees some people may have thought that at the moment of
¢crioifixion He was thinking that in the fubure eges many
ohurches and csathedrals will be built in His Name; but these
thoughts never ocourred to Him, He was rather thinking
whether a few souls had truly reached. the station of self
sacrifice and personal and sriritual purification., In the
same manner the BAB and BAHA'O'hkAH sacrificed their possess—
ions and lives; not that the c¢hildren of men might magnify
tieir names, und that posterity might build devotional and
¢ivie institutions in thelr honoy; but that they may become
wore spiritual, divine, heavenly and 'God-like; that they
may become cheracterized with the characterisiics of the
saints, and unfurl the banner of the Oneness of the world of
humanity, According to His advice we must become in the
image and likeness of BGod, iunbued with the celestial virtues
and attracted with the Beauty of His Pace. It is now high
time that we should casti aside all mehtal and spiritual
torpidity, lesve behind our scporific tendencles, and arise
with one ilmpetuous rush, and like unto the light giving
torches guide the wandering travelers thro! the night of
uncertainty and sceptigisn. Phe lethargic condition must
be shaken off, so that new blood way circulate through the
arteries and the vyins of the body. We must go forward.

This morning the Beloved, dressed in His beautifvl,
soft, cream ¢olored robe, walking like one of the old Patri-
archs of the Mosaic Bispensatiom, or even like unto Moses
Hinmself with His White Hand of Knowledge and the Rod of
Power, ent-red the house and thus illumined the chambers of
sur hearts, After He sat down He beckoned us to be seated,
Mirza Alli Akbar handed Him a few letters from Russia,

He read them without delay, and asked Mirzs Moneer to bring
paper, ink and pen. He dictated answers to each, and
through his answers you could see how he adapted Himself to
the individual needs =nd the spiritusl capacity of each
rerson, and out of His abundant Treazsurg showering upon them
the wealth of the Kingdowm of Abha. Although these Welievers
live throughout the remote RBnpire of Ruseia or Persis or
Arabla, yel He knows them and they know Him,. How they hunger
for and preserve every Tablet He reveals for them, and how
eagerly they walt to hear from Him, One of the believexrs
had asked Him whet he should do, what course of action he
sho:ld take up. With a tone of impatience in His voice He
sgid: ~

"Yrite to him to go to teech the gause, spread the
conming of the Kingdom, and herald the ¥Bawn of the 3Sun of
Reality. ‘To gonvey this lessage is a confirmed matter.
Whosoever arises in thi s service, the angels of the Supremne
goncourse will always aid him. It is true that the friends
will do everything in their power to help a person who de~
votes &ll his time to the serviee of the #ause; but let
there be no doubt on this subjeect, thgt in this Movenent
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there are no regulsr salaried teachers. A pald teacher
would not be able to aoccomplish as mich work as if he werse
independent. We desire to have teachers in this gazuse who
sacrifice all their belongings, possessions, heart, life and
spirit to the e#ause of God. This will be very effective.
The Sause must be promulgated with devotion and personal
sacrifice, and not through financial operations,®

Then He said:

*Yerterday, although I dig not feel well, I wrote
many letters to the believers of Asca with my own hand.
They are old and tried friends."

Trnien He quoted the naues one sfter another, a long
list I assure you, Speaking about the Tablet written to
Abul Gasem, the gardener, He said:

*He had sent for us some pomegranates from the
garden, 80 I wrote him (laughing) that the skins of the
vomegranates were as rosy and pink as the cheeks of Jameeleh
{the gardener's wife)}; but the forrer is through the crea-
tion of @&od, the latter through the powsr of devotion,"

He laughed a great desal. It is necessary to joke now and
then," Xe said, "joking is the salt of conversationl,*

After talking further on the subject He left us to
csll on Mirza Abul Pazl. He has not been feeling very well
for the lagt few days, and therefore, the Master has ordered
that he consult with an efficient doetor.

About two ofelock the seoond party of students
arrived from Helfa. ‘Phey are fine fellows, full of the
gpirit of the #ause, and devoted to their studies. Their
names are as follows: Habbibollah Khnodsbskeh; Badl Bosh-
rousyah; Mir Jalal; Mir Kemal; Abul Hassan Khan; Abdul
Ali; ang Tarazollsh, The first two are very brilliant
young men, and owing to their superior wisdom and intelligence
they exercise z most salubary influence over the whole stu-
dent body. They are in a way the leaders of the whole body
without the name of leadershiv. Badl¥ie s versatile poet, as
well as Habbbibollah, fhe formaer sings most beautifully,
and on acoount of this advantage both of them have taught
all the students Bahal songs and yoems, Yo sooner had they
entered the house than the atmosphere was changed, and ve
neard snatches of songs, now in solo, and again in chorus.

After awhile the Master sent for them, and they had
a lovely, 8hort interview, He fired thelr hearts with words
of encouragement, ahd noped they would combine literary
knowledge with tne practical sclence. Prom now on they will
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stand daily in the Presense of the Master and listen to His
gemine advices,

In the afternoon He passed by followed by Shougil
Bffendli., He oalled for me, and 1 walked behind Him to the
rose garden. A telegram to Port 2aid from the Master to
Anmed Yazdi: *Send Mrs., Peaser to Ramleh" in the morning,
had brought baok the answer that she has left at one o'olock.
He told me to go with Shougi Affendi to the station and bring
her home. We were expecting her for the last few days.
I am delighted to hear the news,

It was a hot day, but the rose garden is aslways
eool, the cause being the blowing of a fresh breeze. He
sent Shougi Mffendi to bring for Him a botile of Avian (?)
water, Meanwhile, an Arsb who is =2 laborer, came near and
saluted Him, Phe Arab told & long story, illustrating it
with poems sbout the source of the ¥ile, that it::is the
Paradise and flows out from under a ‘throne, a sort of pretty
legend. A few men eame and were waiting to see the Master.
He spoke to them in detail about trustworthiness, and told
them three stories out of His own real life. Por three
houre we sat in His presence, listening with rapt attention
10 every word He saiad.

When He left the rose garden Shougi Rffendi and
nyself went to 8idi Jaber station to receive our dear sister
Mrs. Fraser. It was a2 beautiful and never to be gorgotten
moient when I saw her happy facd out of the window, snd then
we shook hands =nd greeted her on behalf of the Beloved in
the old country of Mgypt. After ten mimutes she stood before
the ¥desire of all nations. She is going to ve with the Holy
Yanily, and I have no doubt the Bahai world will receive a
rioh =2nd valuadle tregsure when her Biary will be given out.
she has & pure heart, an excellent mind and e trained faculty
for deseription. Iszbel, thy star is ascending, thy destiny
is glorious, thy faith is great and thy leve is genuine,
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¥egr Priends: ,

It is ten ofclock P, M, 1 . have just returned home,
after ly.ug vu wne shore of the idediterranean for more than
an hour. While my body was lying on-the soft sand, my eyes

Jazing at evhe infinite orbs of light, .my spirit and ming,
annihilating time and space, were hoidiug spiritusl communion
with the friends beyond the seas, The night was dark,
there was no person in sight, and how my ears enjoyed the
swish of the waves, washing the shore and again receding.

Here I aiu, I thought to myself, and where will I be next vear
on such = night? #3id I ever dresm last yesar that I would
nave the inestimable privilege of returining to the Hast in
the service of the kord of mankind, and lie down onh the shore
of the Mediterranean in Alexandria in suach an hour of the
night? Trulv, how &ll planning on our part scems futile
and childlike comnared with the glorious plan desighed for
us by the designer of the Universe. How often, in a foolish
fit of nride and hsughtiness, we prefer our own pygmy plan to
that of the Almightiy. The ®ause is very great, and our
destiny is very high. What would I have been doing at this
very hour, on tais very night, were I in America? B0 you
know? gan you tell me? If I praise God for a thousand
yesrs I will not be able to thank Him adequately for thus
taxing me out of the regions of the far West and its a2ctiv-
ities into the cailm and beautiful houme of Pruth and Peace.

Ag lilrza Abul Tazl sald the other day: "You are now in the
school, Baily you are learning your lessonsg, and the time
1nay come when the Master will send you away to the world to
czrry out His will and to serve the &zuse of humznity.

It was with such thoughts that I retrsced my steps, 7or the
last few nights my after dinner exercise nhas consisted of
these solitary walks and self contemplation.

?his morning after the students vimited the Beloved
we were sent for, and he dealt with the same subjeot about
which He had spoken to then. It was the internal condition
of the #ause in Teheran, and the history of one of the be-
lievers, Then He asked me to go into the other room, and
told me I might oome any time to see kua and lMrs, Praser, to
talk with them 2bout the details of the plan of their journey
through India, and prepare for them a list of addresses,

»or en hour or two in the afternoon, with Mrs. Fraser and
Lua, we discussed thelr approaching visit to India, The
former gave me a ooy of her diary of yesterday, and I will
guotie here a part of it: _

*3uddenly turning to me He said:
tgan you not think of a plan by which you can put

me in some place and secretly $ake me to India with you?
¥hat plans have you'made for India?’
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'I have no plans,! I answered, '‘except to obev the
will of Abdul Bahe$* Then turning to both of us He saldl
*What will you do is they dispute these Teachings?

Lua answered: 'Y shall turn to ABMUL BAHA ang
call upon Him for spiritual oonfirmation. After repsating
the Greatest Name I shall open my mouth and say what is given
to me to say.?

*What will you 4o if they besat your!

*1 shall know that the confirﬁétions of God are
descending upon me,*

fyhat will you do in they put you in prison?t

17 shall thenk God that I have walked in the Path
of God, and have been vermitted to yartake of what ABRUL
BAHA has suffered for years!?

He was silent for a moment. Then He raised His
voloe, giving it a dramatic emphasis:

tAnd what will you do if they xkill yout®

*1 shall re2lize that the first favor that I ever
asked of ABBUL BAHA has been grented. But the minute my
soul is freed from my body, it will fly to ABEUL BAHA, from
whom I hope it would never be separated through sll eternityi:*

There was a silance. The Master's eves were
closed. Then He said:

$When one goes out to teach he should think of all
these things. He must be prepared at gll times for whatever
comes in the Path of &od. BPuring the many years I was in
prison, esch moment we were under the sword, We felt that
perhaps tomorrow or tonight, or in an hour, or on the very
hour, an order may ocome from the Sultan to kidd all of us,
Ye never went to bed a single might of that time thinking to
see the morrowl‘®

In this spirit He desires these teachers to enter
India, severed from sught else save 8od, and turning their
Taces always to Him, Americs is renderying 8 wonderful ser-
vice to India in thus sendihg to the inhabitants of that
country these missionaries of Light and Pesce, The hispory
of the future will undoubtedly oonsider this event as most
significant and far reaching in its effect.
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In this conneetion, let us bring to our minds the
good and exeellent Bahal work done in that countxy by our twe
very dear brothers, Mr. Hooper Harris of New York, and Mr.
Harlan Cber of Boston. Both these two brothers scattered
far and wide the seeds of the Bahgi éause in many parts of
India, and their memories are alwsys kept green in the hesris
of those who have seen 0r heard them.  They are slways remem—
bered, and their services will never be forgotten. bike
true, staunch ploneers they worked nodbly and failthfully,
stayed several months in that country, and when they returncd
they offered many laurels of victory and wreaths of triwaph
at the feet of ABMUL BAHA, With the lamp of Guidance in
their hands, these new missionaries of Light will soon hasten
toward India, and with the voice of trumpet they will hersld
all the peovle to the Kingdom of Abha, impart the Glad Tidings,

rejolice the hearts and divide the pearls of spiritual suscep~
tinilities.
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Pear Priends.

' *Plezase tell me another story," I asked Sayad Jalal
8ina, as I sat down in front of my writing table, a little too
tired to write, but eager to listen to some allegorical stoxy
to while away the time.

*Onece upon a time," he started, without hesitation
and with willingneseg, "a Xking of antiquity who had conguered
many oountries and had raised the Plag of Authority over many
¢limes, became restless and very discontented with his lot,
0n the occasion of a New Year's day, when all the ¢abinet
Ministers, Mignitaries of State, #olonisl Governors and offi~
clals of remote couniries had gathered in the ocapital to pay
their homage and tribute to thedr Xing and Emperor, and while
he was seated on his diamond studded throne, with all these
men standing row after row before him, he raised his voice,
addressing the oconcourse of officials c¢lothed in their daz-
ziing robes of offioe:d

Sy beloved friendsf PFrom my earliest youth I have
obtained everything my heart nas wished., I have had the
good fortune of obtaining wise counsel from excellent tcachers
and stateswmen, ‘Fhen, having attained the age of maturity, I
ascended the throne after the death of my father. I nave
ever striven to keep Peace within the vast heterofeneous
elements of my empire, and extended the boundaries of our
possessions beyond the seas. The mighty arms of our genersls
have carried the authority of our government and the influence

of our laws to the confines of the earth. Natwithstanding
these things, I am not contented. #y heart longs for the
attainment of an object whioh is to my mortal eyes seemingly
unattainavle. I 4o not know what it is, bul I feel there is
gonething for the possession of which I am ready to give my
whole emypiref The idea hss occurred 10 me that I may sask
each one of you to relate to me the story and the experiences
of your lives. Perchsnse, throt! your narrsiion I iay be
able to disocover the secret of this longing which is knooking
at the door of my heart.?

Yor peveral mimites the great throng of people in
the audience shamber fell into a deep silience, so thet if a
pin were dropped one could hear its noise, They looked
furtively at each other, and each wondered in his neart: !
Syhat is this Something that the King is willing to forfeit his
whole Bmpire for its possession?t! At last the Prime Minister
arose from his seat and related a long story about the exper—
iences of his life' He sat down and others followed hin,
in order of succession. All the while the King shook his
nead, $hus showing that the problem had not yet been solved.



Pinally, an old man who had been the wise mentor and guide
of the XKing from his ohildhood, arose from his seat and
addressed him with & penetrating and convineing voioce:

'sire, I knog the object of your Majesty's mpesespoh
You are longing for the Water of Life, the Pountain of wnich
is situsted in the Kingdom of Barkness, I have been thers,
I have seen it with my own eyes, and I have drunk from it
deeply., Vow, having attained to Ftornal Yough, I am bound
for the Kingdom of hight,* : '

tort Oh!l!' +the King exolsimed, rising from his
throne and shakxing off his lethargy, fthat is the thing I
nave wished all oy life, but did mot xnow what 1t was.
Prom this very moment I shall mske due preparations to start
after its search. I will close my eyes to all rest and
comfort till I have found itl!?

7hen he ordered his generals to summon the ariy,
order colors, end issued an edict for the Imperial Guards,
that they must be prepared to start on a very long journey,
After a week of feverish work everything was ready. The king
appointed his successor, on the last day the inhabitants
arranged a mammoth open air reception, and after delivering
to them a farewell speech, anidst flying colors and to the
singing of the national anthem he stsrted at the head of his
great army for the Kingdom of Markness,

After many months of hard journeying through d4ry,
desolate deserts and over well nigh impassable mountaines, the
fagzged and exhsusted army reached the desired destination.
But the King, to his disappointment, remembered that the old
man had told him in a private meeting that there are about
2000 fountains in the Kingdom of Barkness, and as regards
color, taste and other properties they are exactly alike,
Therefore, it would be a matter of impossidility to distin-
guish one from another. ‘Thinking all the hardships of this
arduous journey would be crowned with no suecess, and being
filled with apprehension and terror at the gloomy darkness
enveloping the innumerable legions, with no pessibility of
freedon, he resigned hinself to the hands of Pate, and began
to think mow he -and his army might manage to extricate them~
selves from this impenetrasble om. At this juncture the
0ld man appeared on this scene, and the King's hope was
imaediately revived. He told him his great perplexity at not
being able to find the real Pountain of Life, inaamuch as
there were two thousand fountains, -

t3hisg-1is very easy,! he said, 'I have come here
especially to relieve your mind from further anxiety on tnis
point, Here is a dead fish, take it alohg with you. wien
you reach a fountain drop it in. £f it is revived you shall
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kKnow without goubt that you have the Yountain of hife before

Then the 0ld men dissppesred in the same mysterious
way a8 he had suddenly appeared. The King, thus heariened
by the advice of his old mentor, ordered his army to decamp
and eontinue the journey. After several days they reached
a large fountain, and as soon as the Xing dropped the fish
in the water, it became a living, moving being. Phen he
prostrated on the grounf and thanked 6od for thue guiding him
at last to the Pountsin of kife, There he camped for & few

days, and drank deeply from the Water, gaining new bkife, new
hope and new oouraze.

Realizing that he had sttsined 10 the supreme objeot
of his existence, he decided to return. Just before their
departure a great invisible voice filled the air:

tWhosoever takes away the stones from the bottom of
the Yountain of Lhife will regret it afterwards, and whosoever
does not take them will also regret.t

®he people were puzzled and dii not know what to do.
Pinglly, a number of them fidled: theix pookets, under the
vretense that efen if they did not take any with them they
would regret it, so it is just as well to take them; others
argued, 'why should they burden themselves with any of these
stones and then regret it afterwards., %o it happened that
half of the army possessed themselves of the stones, and the
other half returned empty handed. When they came out of the
Kingdom of Markness, they observed to their great astonishment
that these stones were most precious gems, '"Those who had
taken them regrebted that they did not takxe more, and those
who were enpty handed regretted that they did not take any.
Phus both sides were afflicted with remorse and regemwt.'

Yow, instead of giving you the full significance
of this story, I will give you the kKey:

The King: #very man,

0ld man: Reasorn. _

Yountain of hife:  Religion,

Pish: Heart,

Invisible voice: Intuition,

stones: Good deeds, ;

Xingdom of Markness: Matexrlal world.
Kingdom of Lignt: Spiritual world.
Bternal Youth: ¥verlasting Life.

Pwo thousand fountains: Greeds and sects.
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In the morning the Beloved came to our home, and as
a yrelininary part of His talk He spoke sabout the renewal of
the rent of our house, which of course meant a longer stay in
Ramleh, then, as naturally He fell into a description of the
complexity of the means of modern life.

*How complex are the means of the life of the present

age, and how much more complex we are making it daily. The
needs of humanity seem never to aome to an end. fhe more
they accumilate, the more they want. There is only one way
of freedom, and that 1s, by shutting one's eye and heart to
all these things thzat distract the mind, The Arab of the
desert teaches us a great lesson in the simple life. hiving
as he does in the waste Sahara, he laoks 2ll the means of
life except a orude tent, a rug or mat, a caldron, a sword
hanging to the inside pole of the tent, and a javelin tied to
the outside pole, This is all his furniture, Then, if he
is wealthy he has a mare, or a horse, a few camels and,
maybe, adjoining his tent & palm grove, It never oceurs to
his mind that there is anything else:in this world. He is
happy and has no worry. His food consists of a bowl of
milik and a few dates, and he may well wonder at the e¢ity man,
how he can digest all the different kinds of dishes with
their flavors and spices, His thought is peaceful and
sepone, contrary to the oity pesople, who are always nsunted
by the nightmare of livelihood,."

Afterwards I went to gee the Master. He was
surrounded by many people, and was writing at the same tine,
In the afternoon I vigslted Mrs. Praser and hua, and -gor quite
amiideiwe talked together asbout their trip to Indis, Both
are full of enthusiagsm and are looking forward with zreat
pleasure to their c¢owing experiences, In the evening the
Master sent for me, and in speaking with Mrs. P¢aser He said:

*] am very pleased with thee, because as soon as
thou didst receive my csblegmam, although there were difficul-
ties in the path, thou didst push them aside and come. The
gonfirmations of the Kingdom of Abha shall descend npon
thee, Phou art going to India in the service of the
Kingdom of 8od, and the Angels of the Supreme ¢goncourse
shall assist thee, Rest thou assured. Because thy heart
is pure thou wilt attract to thyself the Heavenly Bestowals!
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%esr Friends:
hast night when Mrs, Praser left the room the

Beloved gontinued t0 walk, He was tired and fatigued, He
sat down and closed His eyes.

*How glad I shall be when I leave this world, the
world of darkness and sorrow, bain and sufferingi® He sighed.

It seeued to me He was too exhausted to speak
another word, and I was going to retire. Then, somehow,
Mrs, Haney's letter came to nwy mind, so I said: " had a
lettexr from Mrs, Haney the other day, in which she expresses
great joy at reading the story of self sscorifice of Mullah
Mehdy Kandy." Immediately He ovened His eyes; He looked a
different person, as though supplied by a tremendous foroce
from an invisible source, As soon ag the name of the martyr-
dom was mentioned He was brightened up, and arose from His
seat and began to speak with inspiration and elogient fervor,
throwing additional side lights upon the life of that divine
martyr; and then, just as unconsciously, a great stream of
Words flowed from His tongue in pesise ofyMary Magdalene,
and how she became the cause of the constancy and steadfasthess
of the disgiples of €hrist, It seemed that I had tapped the
very source of His Bivine entimsiasm, and, for that moment at
least, His unique Mission was evident, and it is self sacri-
fice, self immolation, renuncistion of selfl

Phis morning sShougi lffendi entered my room with a
cable (wireless) message in his hand, Jjust received from
Boctor CGetsinger, announcing his arrival Monday morning, and
because this was Mohday the Master hsd sent we word to go to
the wharf to welcome him, I was on my way withoutb delav, and
had to wait until noon. Then the Prinz Heinrioch of the German
line appeared, and after a few minutes I spied ¥r. Getsinger
on desk, ¥e had to wait two hours in the custon house
before we were freed, and then taking a carriage,snd yutting

his two trunks and one suit case in front, we drove to Ram—
lenh.

About 4 o'elock the Beloved greeted him in his
house, and about six we called upon Mirzs Abul Pazl. He wes
very glad to greet him back to the Orient, ahd enquired about
many bvelievers in Washington, #hicago and ¥ew York, Then a
historical discussion sbout the Bible, and the exsct date in
which Zoroaster lived, waxed hot, until the Master came in.
¥Ye all sat out on the balcony, and for a few moments the
Beloved joked with ¥r, Getsinger, reminding hiu of the days
he was traveling with Him in America. From there He took a
long walk, after diatating a long Tablet to ihe believers of
Mazandsran in the garden, Returning from His walk, He came
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to our house and spoxe with the students. Thus He attends
to His flock with amee and solicitude. Br, Getsinger is

going to have 2 room in the ¥ew Victoria Hotel as the guest
of the Beloved.

The following is ithe translation of g Tablet
revesled to the believers in hLelipsgig, Germany:

*H¥ I8 GOoM

0 ye sons and daughters of the Kingdom!

The heavenly dasughter, iiiss Knobloch, has given the
utmost praise about your faith anfi love; that, Glory be to
God! when you heard the ¥all of the Kingdom your gpirits
gained the capacity of flight, your hearts were illumined with
the Bkight of Guidance, you drank from the #up of Bivine
Knowledge the Mlixir of Bestowal, and you became intoxicated
with the Wine of the Xingdon. Phank ye God that He has
chosen you fyrom amongst all the vpeople of the world, and ye
attained such an eminent @Gif; =80 that each one of you may
usher in the Kingdom of God, and like umnto the stars you mey
shine and gleam. This Bestowal of the Most Great Guidance
is not ®o apparent now, but in future zges it will illunine
the Mast and the West.

sonsider that during the days of His Holiness Fhrisi-
Upori HKim be Gloryl — no one gave any importance to the Buid-
ance of the Apostles, The populace pretended that '0, a
numbeyr of insignifcant souls who are the catchers of fish
have gathered thamselves around€ a poor man, and are talking
foolishly; nay, rather, they were ridiculous,' They
laughed even at the Blessed Personage of #hrist, and spat
upon that radiant, luminous and wonderful @ountenancel
But, reflect, that afterward, the Guidance of these catchers
of fish became fgmous throughout all regions, and up to this
time manking is glorifying and praising them!

Upon yve be Baha Bl Abhal

(signed) Abdul Baha Abbas. "

Another Tablet to one of the Gexman believers is
as follows:

"HE IS GOB}

0 thou respected youth!

How many holy souls in the past ages have longed
most intensely just to hesr the Name of the Pivine Kingcdomn,
and be living during the day of the Promised One of all ihe
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nations of the world, but they passed away and left this

world with utter regret, because they did not attain to their
wish.

In this radiasnt #entury Cod has 8o confirmed thee
that thou mayst step into the Universe of Life, be trained
in the #radle of God's Protection and Preservation, suok the
milk of tenderness from the Breat of Providence, and take a
shzre and vortion from the Light of Guidance. donsider what
a great Pavor is this! What a wonderful Bounty is this}
Therefore, loosen thy tongue in the glorification of this
Most Great Bestowal, anhd summon the peovle 1o the Xingdom of
God, 80 that others may receive a goodly portion from this
Hely #ause. _ i

Uvon thee be Bahe Bl Abhal

{ signed) Abdui Baha Abbas, *
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®ear Friends:

8ince the arrival of the stidents from Haifa, table
talks have become a fashion., These talks are delivered in
English. Yow and then one hears s good speech, short and
to the point., It seeuw to me very interesting now these young
men are eager to learn everything from everywhere, and tihus
increase the stock of their information, so that in the future.
they may become enabled to teach the ¢ause with an eloquent
tongue and fluent syeech. ¥hy, then, do they practice in
English rather than Persian, one might ask. This, in itselif,
is of course another sign of that drawing together of nations
and peoples, that commingling of interests and ideals, The
one all absorbing thought of these young men is to equip
themselves with all the instrummnts whereby they may go out
to the war of ignorance, selfishnes: and greed, I may quote
herein one or two short addresses given by these budding
orators, The following ils an example, TPoward the latter
rart of it is a compliment to Mirza Habbibollah Khodsbaksh,
who will graduste next year as a Boctor of Medicine. ,
Imagine it is midday, and we are all sitting around the tnble
at luncheon. The orator rises from his segt and starts cto
speak. I shall not try to make many corrections in the -.
Xnglish, becsuse my own is insufficient:

"Gentlemen! Bahai Brothers!

According to the religious history, about 7000
years ago, God the iaker of all tnings, through His kercy
and Providence, created the world and made man after His Own
Iumage and bikeness, Since that time up to the present day
His Manifestations have appeared successively upon the esrth,
and tnue the dark earth has become quickened snd vivified
through the spiritual vibrations of their divine Teachings,
Thyough this spirituzl education they have attained to a
higher degree of Rnowledge and sadvancement. Phey have
traversed through the are of ascent, and flying upward toward
the apogee of progress, until now they have obtained the
cepacity for the appearance of the Manifeststion of d@odi

when His Holiness Moses, the Interlosutor, appeared,
thousands pelieved in Him, and having received and lived His
Bivine Teachings and instructions, they became the leaders
of other nations, @od showed them His khove, and showered
upon them His blessings like unto the torren%. He freed then
from the tyrannical yoke of the Pharaohs, brought them out of
BEgypt, and established them in the Promised kand, He sent
down for them rossted (quail?) birds ‘and manna from heaven.
He cleft asunder the sea and made for them a safe passage to
pass through. He cezlled them His children. They beca:e
worthy of every praise and embodied every virtue. kater on,
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however, they forgot the heavenly laws, followed their own
inclinations, and worshipved idols instead of the One Almighty
Jehovah, A3 a result, they stopped progress and were hot
advaneing. Their oivilization waned, and their moral virtued
revrograded. For many ages they were scattiered, humiliated
and scorned., But now, Praise be to 8odi they are stirred
with a new Life, resuscltsted with & new 8pirit, and many of
them are quickened by the €all of the Kingdom, The Lord of
Hosts hss come, the King of Kings hath apreared. The Rays of
the Sun of His Mercy have enlightened them, and the Breeze of
His Benevolence has wafted over theim. Thus they are endowed
with a seeing eye, a hearing ear and ah understanding hesart.

One of these hlessed souls is a drillisnt young man
of %0 years. His foce is shining, his speech is winsome,
his heart is radiant with the kight of the Love of @od, and his
countenance is as pure and bright as the brightest diamind.
His dark, smple brow, his towering forehead, his partly
slender nose, and his grageful manners, indicate a refined
nature, and a true Bahai, His dls:osltion is well disciplineéd,
his attitude tolerant, his character wisely balanced, and
his nature amiable. His intentions are pure, his desires are
holy, and his aims are philanthropic, ever thinking of the
welfare of the world of humanity. My: humble delineation of
this gentleizan seems qulite superfluous when we remenber the
repeated pezises and commendations of the Lord of mankind, our
beloved ABPUL BAHA, in his behsalf, I8 not His word a divine
testiiony, heavenly witiess and ocelestigl blessing? The
nzre of this youlg man is Boctor Habbild 41 ah Khodabaksh.
He is sitting now at this table, and iz one of the promising
Bahais of this twentieth century of light and knowledge. We
congratulate him heartily, and offer him our best wishes,
hoping that he will be assisted by God to cure and heal the
ills of humanity, both physical and spiritual; bestow Bternal
Life upon every dead one; and causing: menkind to obtain
irmmortality, and leading them to the fPountzin head of Light
and Bounty. Ameni {Wveryone says Amen aloud.)

In conclusion, we present to him unanimously one
request, and that is, he must sweeten our mouths with candies
snd sweet meats with his sweeter hand. (Yes! Yes!) we Ao
not care whether it is Purkish Delight, Baglava or Xanafs;
for wo will be satisfied with any kind. Applausel)

Having then partaken of thegse delicious candies, we
shall offer in nhis behalf & prayer, begging God to help him,
guard him at all times, provided he may not kill or take the
life of the peoprle, like some of the so e¢slled physiclans,
This prayer we offer from the depth of our hearts, that,
perchance, we may come under his trestiment; thus he may not
hand us at once our passports to the Kingdom.
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ket us all greet him with one voice with
ALLANO ABHA{ - and afterward kiss his cheeks on both sides.®

This was performed with great zest and alacrity.
The orator sits down amidst great sheering and applause
each one going forward to shake his hand and congratul@£ing
him on his success. Our friend gives his promise to prepare
candy for everyone.

. This morning the Beloved received the students,
His talk to them was about His lecture in EBeland Stanford
University, praising meanwhile ¥r., Jordan, the President, and
his labors in the field of International Peace. He encour-
aged the students to take post-graduaste courses in that
University in csse it vere necessary, because He has spoken
about this matter with Ir. Jordan. = Already meny of them
are thinking of going there if special arrangements can be
made, and they are going to write to the President and ask for
partioulars and details.

A telegran was sent to Port 3sid to inguire about
straners going to Bombay, for our friends, I believe they
will leave here gbout the fifth of Osiober.

Yesterday the new Persian #onsul-General arrived

from gonstantinople, and the Master sent all the students to
welsome him on his ayrival at the steamer, and today with
Mirze Ali Akbar He went to Alexandria to pay him a visit in
the hotel where he is stopping for a few days before his
departure for Jadda. In the €ourse of ~onversation He pointed
out to the #donsul=General the impartial attitude of Bahais

in recent developments in Persia, and how they are the

lovers of peace and progress, The mission of the Bahsai
gause is universal and not local; 1its Principles are for all
huganity and not Persia alone; its objects are world wide
and not sectarian. The Bahais are ‘the army of spiritual and
intellectual advancement. hen He spoke a few words about
the promotion of the #zuse in Auerica and Europe. The
gonsul-General bsowne very attracted, and he made an engagament
to come the next day and cail on the Beloved, On His way
bak¥,in the tramway, the Master showed love and kindness to

a little child with his uwother, The child was so attracted
that he came and sat next to the Master, and his wother had
to tesr hinm away from the Master., He did not want to be
separated from Him. rinaliy, the Beloved gave him a gift
and kissed hin, and the mothex thankfully and happily carried

hlm away, with reiuctsnce. R

Aninad Sohbab,



Ramleh, Hgypt, %eptember 25, 1915,

Bezr Priends:

The other day I was speaking with one of ithe students
as we were walking along the broad avenue, The subject was
"Unity", a word much used in the Bahai Movement, *Unity,"
he sa2id in good Bnglish, "is the foundstion of all successful
undertaking. with unity of purpose harmorious action is
produced. When various elements are brought together,
and the basic unity is established, an organism is the result,.
In the political world union is the watchword of all the states-—
men; and in the Bahal world Unity has a deep significance
which can only be realized by the absoprtion of the Bahsi
qualities in onets system. The aim of this &azuse is, as we
all know, a €eonfederstion of a1l the world's religious systems,
a consolidsztion of the political interests of the nations, ani
a traly grand realization of the brotherhood of man. To my

mind every letter in the word Unity stands for a great Principle
or quelity.

Por exsmple, "U" stands for Understanding. we
mst at all tinmes try to understend Truth impartially and
improve our understanding. *¥* stands for Noubishment.
Oree we have got our understanding, we must "hourisht it
with wisdom and Knowledge, and cleanse it with the Water of
Intelligence, *I* stands for Investment, Lf we have a
capital we must invest it in order to increase it. If we
are true Bsnhais we must teach the ¢ause and spread the Glad
Tidings of the Kingdom of Abha, and swaken those who are
asleep, *p* is for Phoughtfulness, ' Before teaching we
must think, or in other words, before teaching others we musit
tesch ourselves, "T* wmeans to Yield to the Truth. If
you investigate an object and realize that it lis reality,
vield to it. Bon't shut your eyes to the Truth once you
have seen%he glory of its beauty. Lhet us c¢ling to the Truth
28 a shipwrecked sailor olings to the rock.

Our aim is to *Understand® everything in a compre-
hensive manner; to *Jourksh® our Understanding with truths
from every clime: to *Invest® our acquired knowledge in
the best possible ohannel pleasing to our bord; to practice
vPhoughtfudnesg® under all ciroumstances; and *Yield* to
Reality, no matter from what horizon it dawns, Thus we nay
become the cause of U N I T Y 1in the world of humanity.*

Por a moment ox two I was silent and pvondered over
this rather intelligent interpretation of the word Unity, and
bleied myself Pfor not having thought about it myself, while I
praised the other for his very timely explanation. At this
time Mirza Ali Akbar joined us and asked what we were talking
about, our student friend told him in Persian.
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"Let me tell you a story," he said, "which illus-
trates this point. Once upon a time there was a stork, a
fish and a prawn, They became friends, and desired to travel
together in comvany, They esaid to each other that they
would do everything in Unity; but the stork wanted to start
on the journey by way of the alr, the fish through the watery
path of the rivey, and the prawn by the track of a pond.
The three formed 2 Board or ¢ommittee of $onsultation, to
see which mode is the West for traveling together. They had
many sessions, but they could not determine upon any plan,
each one insisting that his opinion is’eorrect, and not wil-
ling to yield to the other., |Finally, they saw a litile baby
carriage not very far away, and they deeided to use that as a
common vehigle for traveling. They came and hitched then-
selves to the carriage, confident in the thought that now all
their differences are solved; but no sooher had they started
than they began to gssert their opposite natures. The
stork fiew fupward', the fish went fforward'. and the prawn
was huryvying *backwardt. Thug they could not agree, ani they
nad to give up thelr wonderful plan of !Unity‘’.

gimilarly, in this fause, when we gome together to
sonsult, in order to achieve results we must be willing and
heppy to sacrifice our wills and ldeass if others have better
Plans and ideas. We must not be self opinionated, If this
condition becomes prevalent among all the friends, then all
the hearts will be made very happy, and spiritual success
will be accomplished. We must embody in every act of our
lives the meaning of'Unity!', The world is hingry for the
bread of Unity, thirsty for the Water of Unity, longing to
hezsr the word of Unity, yearning to behold the Pace of Unity,
We Bahais cleim 1o be the vanguard of the army of Unity.
We must teach to the world what is the meaning of Unity, thro!
our deeds ang conversations. ket Unity be our victorious
emblem. Let our flag be the Flgg of Unity. Eet eadh Bshal
become the living expression of Unity. ket our wotto be
Unity, a Unity the foundation of which is the kove of God,
and the stars of which are the qualities of the Merciful."

?ogday I received a few letters from across the sea,
When, an hour later, E stood before bhr Eaedbved, He ssked:
"Whet news have you zot in your letterst™ I told Him, and
He.wwvas pleased. He sat in our house for half an hour, but
He said only a few woxrds. In the afternoon He was in the
garden, revealing Tablets for the friends in the United Ststes,
¢anada, Geérmany, and Persia. I took to Him eleven photo-
gravhs, begging Him to sign them so thet with this added
significance I might give one to each of the students,
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Avaand Sohrab,



Bamleh, Bgypt, September 27, 1913,

Bear Priends:
Have you ever seen the original writings of
BAHA'O'LLAH? Tablets written with His Own Blessed Hands?
I had the privilege of seeing a short Teblet todsy, and im-
mediately it put me into a mysterious toueh with that Holy
and ¥ivine Power. Just thinkl} Yo hold in yvouxr hands, and
rezd with your own eyes a Tablet wriiten with His Own Hand$
Por many mimites ¥ looked at the writing, entranced and
wonder struck, Behind the Words I could read the unraral-
leled sufferings and perseoutions forvorne by His followers.
The Tablet belongs to Haji Niaz. He went to ¢alro yestexday
morning, and returned in the evening, bringing with him this
Tablet, When he was in the Presence of BAHA'0'LLAH, he
requestes Him to reveal for him something. The Blessed
Perfecotion took the pen and paper, and wrete for him the
following vrayer, which can be mewmorized by every Bansl in the
world:

*HB IS THRE KWOWING, TER WISB!

¥*Q Qod! 0 Godl I beg of Thee by Thy Rediant
¥zme, by Thy #ollective Name, to change the humiliation of
Thy chosen ones into Thy Glory, thelr weskness into Thy
strength; their impotence into Thine Omnipotence; their
poverty into Thy Wealth; and their fear into Thy Assurance.

0 kord! Illumine thelr hesrts by the kight of
Thy Knowledge.

0 Loxdil Behold Thou these thirsty énes journeying
toward the River of Thy Bestcwal and the Ocean of Thy Gener—
osity. _

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Benevolentd * _

what would not one glve just to get a vrayer like
unto this from the Hand of the Manifeststion of God! Truly
this is a great Gif4, These old men who have seen
BAHA'O'LLAH many times are to ny epes very wonderful, no
matter what their station in life. Have they not seen the
Glory of God, the Revelator of the Word, the Majesty of the
Lhord? It takes my “rea®™ when I think of it. I always
look upon them with a peculiar revememce and respect. It
someone had time just to write down their story it would make,
1 am sure, very interesting reading.

One of the most dramatic events connested with this
Koverent is the Beparture of the Blesser Perfection. The
details surrounding this world tragedy are very wonderful,
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snd in those day, and six montns after the fscension, Haj)i
¥iaz was present in Acca. He hes witneseed everything, and
having once hesrd the story, I think it will be fine to reduce
it to writing; but I am walting now to hear from other eye
witnesses, and once I have gotten all my materials together,

I hope to write the story in a consecutive manner, Up to
this time no adequate history of the Life of BAHA'O'LLAH is
written. All thet we have are fragments, or the mere out-
line, How I long to see a man endowed with spiritusl insight,
divine Taith, historical imagination, and intellectusl per-
spicacity, arise, and with patisnce and perseverance, travel
through the East, collecting the prover materizls, and then
write a connected history of the Heavenly hife of BAHA'O'LLAH,
with all that it mcans to the world, and the progress of huwsan
civili“zation. Such a man will confer an eternal bencfit to
nmanxind. It is a hundred times easier io undertake a work
like unto this at the present time than in the coming ages,
¥ot only are there many peorle living who have seen BAHA'Q'LLAH,
and whose stories mst be vreserved, but we have among us
AB®US BAKA, our Beloved, Who has lived and traveled with

His Pather throughout all His sufferings and wanlerings, exile
and imprisorment. The time is ripe for such =n undertsking.

Yesterdey and todey wany pllgrims arrived. From
India, four men, two women and three children, all Zoroasw—
trian Bahais; from the Persian Gulf, a prominent ex-Governor;
from Russia, an arden® “eliever; and from Persia, an enthus—
iastic youth, Those who desire to see a Religious #ongress
mist come and stay wibh ABRUL SAHA, and observe how these men
and women of various typee and faiths come from all parts of
the world to recelive heavenly knowledge from the Bounteous
Table, and then return to their resrecilive homes insyired with
the ¢elestial Spirit of God moving the world forwars to its
ultinate destination,

A numbesr of us went 1last night to the station to
welcome our Zorosstrian friends. Thelr faces were set aglow
with the Pire of the Love of God. They were great big
hesrty men, with that stamp of nobility and dignity in their
fasces which does not wear off, How' glad they were when
they heard that the American Bahals will soon go to India to
spread the Glorious Message., ~“Ww long to see them", they
sgid in chorus, "We are ready to receive them ang to
saorifice our lives for them, How wonderful, how wonderfuiltl
that God has given us the mighty privilege of witnessing
His miraculous works. Are they not our real brothers and
gisters?  All the believers of India are expecting their
arxival, and will co-operate with them to the extent of
their capacity, to spread the Message of Light and Pruthi *
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In the morning the Beloved: spoke in detail with
the students about publiv speaking, and euphasized the fact
that they must practice st all times, becsuse, as the future
teachers of the $ause it is essential for them to develop
this God given faculty, Anmongst themselves they must choose
various topics on all subjects., vhysical and spiritusl, and
then lecture abou:t them, snd tms employ their imaginstion,



Remleh, Mgypt, September 23, 1915,

®ear Priends:

Ag usuat the Beloved regelved the students ithis
morning, snd, as they are going to leave tomorrow for Beirut
to be trere before the opening of the @ollege on Oetober
fifth, He reminded them of the former glory of Persia and .
her present decadence, and encouraged them to go on with theid
studies, that the #onfirmstions of God will ve ever with then,
and wished them to be radiant stars in the Horizon of Baha.
Afterward, the Zoroastrian Bghails were permitted to see the
face of the Master. They were S0 haPpy sand glad, because
they have reached their destination after the long journey,

In the course of the conversation with Mrs. Peaser
the Master told her:

"I cesire that you be filled with BAHA'O'LLAH.
You rust concentrate sll your ideas and thoughts around the
rromotion of the word of God. Just as the cup is f£illed
with the wine, so thy heart rnust be inflamed with the Love of
the Blessed Perfection.v Rhook at me, how from early morning
until late in the evening I am engaged in the service of the
gzuse, I devote all ny time to BAHA'O'LLAH, Ag you are
going to India, let thy one thought bhe BAHA'C'LLAE, He will
helyp you, Whenever I send someone to serve the f¢suse, I
pray in his behalf, and God will assist hin, I pray in his
behalf, Rest assured that I will Pe with you, and you will
be enszbled to render great services. Let thy heart be at
rest, and have no fesr,"

In the afternoon the Mester was again in the gar-
den, dictating Tablets to Mirza Moneer, Mrs, Stannard was
also permitted to be present and be an eye witness of these
heavenly afternoons. Those who are prikileged to sit in the
garden while the Beloved is arranging the ¥ivine Boguets of
the Roses of Significances and the violeis of Realities, to
be sent to all parts of the world, ean never forget. The
Master is easrnestly turning His attention to the believers
of the Orient, and the Secretaries are kept busy copydng,
the inmumerable Pablets which descend from the Heaven of the
Bivine will., ¥ow and then a number of Tablets are revealed
for the West, but the Bast is getting the lionts share,
Before sunset, as I was walking outsidd the house, I saw the
Master coming out off the rose garden followed by a mumber of
believers, Mrs, Stannard, and 2 newspsper correspondent.
Wwith the latter the Beloved walked away, and I joined Mrs,
Stannard and wealked toward the beach. Por nesrly an hour we
sat on the sand watching the sea and spaeking about the
sause, the Master, the future progress of the Revelation.

All the believers love her, She is an angel of light, a
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wonderful Bahal, and the Master slways vpraises her sinecerity,
her devotion, her enthusiastic activity, her broad vision,

and her unfalling energy in many directions, This being the
last night, the students and the resident Bahals had a farewell
meeting, and addresses were delivered both in Persian and

- Bnglish, Bach address was followed by the singing of a

Bahal song. It was reglly a most wonderful evening, which
will never be forgotten, Ve were singing and talking until
late 1n the evening. would you like to hear one of the
eddresses? ’

"My dear Bahal brothers!

Puring the last few daye, through the Mercy of our
Beloved ABRUL BAHA, we have been brought together, We have
iived uncer one roof, sat around one table and assoclated
together in the sririt of love and unity. I carmnot express
to you adequately how much I was iupressed by your earnestness
and true friendship. The mewmory of these days, as well as
the days spent with your companions who constituted the fimst
party, will ever live in wy nind, We carnot gainsay one
thing, and that is, the Yire of the Love of BAHA'O'LLAH and
AB¥UL BAHA burning in the heart of sach one of you, God,
through His Grace, has chosen you from suongst the people of
Persia, and erowned your neszds with the diadem of Palthl
This is the highest privilege in the Kingdom of Abhsal Un-
doubtedly, you mst have been waiting for the reception of
this s iritual @ift,

In thie day only those who are pure in heart, uncel~
fish in aim, and self sacrificing, are enrolled in the invin-
¢ible rank of the Aruy of God. By this you can essily see
that each one of you is & soldier, and must be a courageous
soldier, ready to give ur his life a$ any instant for the
sake of the ¢ause, ABWUL BAHAYis your eommander~in-&hief,
snd from the Invisible World He is continuslly reinforeing you
with the Power of the Holy $pirit.  Your artillery is the
Principles of the fzuse; your cannon is the Love of God;
yvour rifles are the W®ivine Peschings; - and your defenders are
the Angels of ithe Supreume §ongcourse, - In your heurts is the
love of humsnity, on your lips is the word of Ya-Baha-Eil-Abhal;
in your hands ig the sword of hight. : Before you there ls no
defeat, behind you there are glorious victories, and on all
sides you are surrounded by the gonfirmations of God.

ABBUL RAHA has instrueted you and has inspired your hearts
with the mysteries of self sacrifice. He is looking towsard
you with wistful tenderness, expecting that each one will
become o great teacher in the #ause, Prom a physicsl stand-
point, you are the citizens of Persia, but from a spiritusl
standpoint, you are the oitizens of the Kingdom of Abha, which



means the citizens of the world. dongequent.y, although
Persia has a claim on you, the world has a greater clain.

You are all aware of the faed ivnat through the
Revelation of His Holiness BAHA'O!'LLAH 2 new 8pirit of
Brotherhood is about leavening all the degrees of society,
and enlarging the horizon of human intellect. Natvrally,
then, every 3Bahai is called upon to contribute his share to
this general awakening, and once you szre out of the campus of
vour Alnia Mater you will be called upon by the Lord of Hosts
to gird up the loins of endeavor, and spread amongst the
present day religions and nations that spirit of tolerance
and freedom from prejudice which are so much needed.

I can never forget the day in Washington when our
Beloved ABBUL BAHA called onh the AMbassador 0I furkoy. ne
was sibiing near the window, watching the number of men and

women passing by. At the time a young negro as black as coal
vassed Y. -

$3id vou see that young black negro?' He asked.
‘Yes', I answered. tI declare by BAHA'CILLAH that I wish
hem to become as radiant as the shining sun which is flooding
the world with its glorious light,' He salid esrnestly.

This example will show you how our Beloved is
anxious, and how He is working day and night so that all
manking may advance daily along the degrees of spiritusl and
intellectual activities of life, ever marching upward till
it attains to the highest station of perfection. 0f course
we must polish the mirror of our hesrts, we must make our-
selves more gapable for the appearance of the hidden virtues
of the world of humanity; otherwise, we will not be confimrmaed

in the accomilishment of universal services. '

In His redent addresses anc Tablets ABWJIL BAHA has
repeatedly emphaslzed the pringiple of teaching the #ause,
awakening those who are asleep, bestowing sight to the blind,
hearing to the deaf, and life to the dead ones. Today this
is the greatest service in the §ause of God. This is of
paramount inportance, and rust not be overlooked for one mo-
ment, In other parts of the world, East and BRest, Yorth and
South, the friends of God are doing their best to spread the
Glad Tldings of the Xingdom, I know full well that teaoching
in syria, Bgyprt and Turkey is forbidden, but you can do one
thing, and that is, prepare yourselves for the time to come.
Vhen @ nation determines to go to war, the commissary depart-
ment will make definite plans, fill the arsenals with powder
and cartridges, and the msgazines well supplied with food,
Therefore, you must be always ready for war, the Xind of war
that destroys ignorance, wipes away spiritual prejudices, and
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shatters the forces of desrkness., Let us acquire knowledge,
more knowledge, and yet more knowledze;, for that whioch de~
creases lgnorance and inereases ineight is acceptable in the
sight of the Lord.

Personally, I have done nothing in the %ause,
nelther nave I performed any service to entitle me to stand
up here and give you any valuable advice, for during ny stay
in Awerica I have learned one thing, and that is, the more one
learns the greater is his ignorsnce. However, in this
supreme Bisprensation the Blessed Perfection hag promised us
that if we srise to serve the gause the Spiritusl sonfirmations
will come to our assistance, and the doors of God's @Guidance
will be opened before our eyes from all sides. eonseqrently,
our trust is in the Lord of Hosts. - We must turn our hearts
at all times towzard the Kingdom of Abha,and the #enter of
the govenant, and rest assured that all our best wishes and
ideals will be realized as long as our aim is to rromlgate
the ¢guse and scatter the Teachings abroad.

After the lapse of a few hours you will return to
¢ollege scenes and life which you no doubt crerish and love,
but a few of us will yet stay here, nea: the ¥hreshold of
ABBUL BAHA, to lezrn more of the lessons of selflessness,
renunciation, holy enthusigsm, firmness and severance from
all else save Hin,

You are laden, not only with the jewels of His
Wo¥ds, but vour memory is refreshed by the wafting of the
Breeze of His ¥ivine Presence, We all enjoyed your associa—
tion, were stirred into cheerfulness by your singing Bsahai
songs, and will ever remember these hapyy and memorsble days.
May the stars of the highest hope dawn from the Bastern hori-
zon. May you become the true servants of the world of
hmenity. May you ever strive to serve the #ause of
Univeesal Peace, May you be the founders of the palace of
Spiritual Brotherhood. May you raise with one accord the
nelodious anthem of the Kingdom of Abha. HMay you unfurl the
banner of human solidarity, and invite all mankind to enter
under the shade of the Tabernagle of eternal comciliation,
union and fraternity. Allaho Abhal

» Ahinad Sonrab.



Ramleh, Egypt, Rept. 23, 1luls,

Bear Priends:

) This was a day of gseparation. dur ten students,
after hearing the farewell Worde of the Beloved, departed for
Syria; and two Kurdish tieological students who were visiting
the Beloved returned to #airo. Tomorrow our ex-Governor fron
one of.the Ports of the Persian Gulf will depart for Teheran
with another Bahai, via Russisa. Thus you will obseeve that
these men, youhg and old, being filled with the Love of God
and hunanity, return to their homes with this new spirit and
thicz burning ¥ire, It is really the source of an unfailing
joy to come info contact with these men of various countries
and climes, brineing in the good neéws of the progress of the
gause, They are all eager to hear the news of the promotion
of the Movement in Aunerics. What are the beliesvers doing?
Are they happy now that the Master hes been in their midst?
Are they carrying along the great work He started? Are they
teaching new souls? Are the Western people susceptible to
gpiritual eiofiong? Are the friends enkindled with the Pire
of the Love of God? Are they attiracted to the Reauty of the
Blessed Perfection? Are they going to sesiel uws in bringing
about the $ause of human Brotherhood? Is the Light of
Reality shining in their hearts? ¥»0 they really think and
believe that we are their spiritual bipthers and sisters?
How we do long to see them, and sacrifice our lives Tox theml

These are the gquestions they ask e, one after
another, so tender in their feelings, so beautiful in their
gttitude, so wonderful in their Talth, "Yes," one of them
told me, "I have hesrd the American Bahais are spreading the
gause very stremiously, and every night before going 1o bed
I »ray for them from the depth of my heart. L beg of God to
reinforce them with the angeld of thne Kinzdom of Abha, and
surround them with universal donfirmations." Is not this
very touching? ¥id you ever know that you have an Oriental
btother in the far Bast who prays for you every night?

Poday Mphmal or the Holy #arpet was tsken from
Alexandria %0 be carried to Mescca. [t arrived from ¢airo, and
was paraded through the streets in a long vrocession before
it reached the stcamer, As the story of Mahmal, and its
significance in the lMohzmmedsn world, is very laportant,

I have to devote a few pages to the narration, so thet our
Western brothers and sisters may have a clear comkeption in
regard to it, I shall do this in my tomorrow's letter.

Iin His farewell talk to the students, the iaster
told them this morning, at His own housel



. people are like. unto ‘aheép without a shepherd;
- 'protector and no; defender.:

'Blessed Perfeotion is youy Shepherd.

. floek. - The majority of nankind are:in great loss, but yours
‘is the spiritual profity -

_grading, put you are:progressing.

you are growing in. freshness and delisaoy,

‘unto the fallen stars, but you are rising with great brillian-
oy in the Horizon of Reality.
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'Praiso 'be te eoa that you have come? 10:' many .
Idavu you have ‘been: hm:n, and with pexfect. joy and fragrahce

wo assooiated. together'. -Phese days passed in perfect happl-
‘ness,: .1t is iy hope: that through the Pavors of the Blessed

Perfection you msy ﬁ.niah your studies in the #ollege of
Beirut, = Co ,
Rest’ ye assured. that ve are oonfirmed. All these

they have no
But you:are the sheep and the

He is kind to ¥is

‘Phere are many souls who are reiro-
Many trees are withered,
‘plants of the orchard of Abha, and dally

Others are 1like

but you are the v,oum

Then ¥e syoXe gbout Hahmal, end told them to go
and see it before they depart for Boimt.

Their steame
saila out of mrt at 4 o'olook e, amer
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Bear Friends: ‘
Yesterday the Beloved told us €2 70 to Alexandria
and see the gorgeous procession carrying the Mahmal to Mecea.
W¥hen we arrived in the city, we saw the main avemues through
which the Mahmal was going to psss thronged with thousands
of Araba, men and women, dressed in all picturesque colors,
Bzyptian soldiers and mounted guards kept the moving and
standing cerowds on the sldewalks in order. Although we conld
get nice chairs in the front row for the rayment of the royal
suil of two cents and a half, we preferred to mix with the
holiday makers., We had to wait for two hours in the sun
before we could see the head of the interesting procession.

It is popularly believed that whosoever touches the
Mahmal, God's blessing will descend upon him and his family,
Por this reason there is always the fear that the erowd in a
burst of religious zeal will gather around the Mahmsel, and in
the aet tranple many people under their feet, Therefore,
the Governument has ordered several regiments of soldlers to
ptand in front of the sidewalks, side by side, with thelr
rifles pointing clearly at the oeowd who are enthused st the
sight of the Mahmal and by singing Pilgrinage songs, The
other day I was reading a book on the customs and manners of
modern Bgypi.ans, published last year, In one chapter the
guthor gives some interesting accounts off this historic event
in g2iro, I will quote a few extracts besring on the subject:

"One of the greatest events of the year in Bgypt is
the starting of the Holy #arvet for Meoca. A8 regularly as
the mobhth of fasting comes to a joyful end in the Bairan
Feast, the populace begint to look forward fo the festival of
the Mahmal, as not only merking tne time of the setting off of
the pilgrims to the holy c¢city, but as an event of great moment
to all men religlously ineclined, especially to the poor, who
have few hopes of making the journey themselves. . . . « . .

A surprising fact, if one did not know the Bast, when
one learns that the cost of the Pilgrimaye ¢sravan of the
Bgyptian Mahmal is no less than 50,000 a year, mostly
borne by the State, inesdiiting the giﬂii sent to Arabia with
it, My first interest was whetted by the permission given
to visit the place where the Holy garpet is woven every year,
and where the Mshmal and the beautiful door coverings and
other sacred decorations are embroidered.

'Phig is a Government place,* the Bey told me at the
gate, with courteous welcome, *'but it is kept under separate
Tule, and is not accessible as other government offices are.!
I turned to listen to the melodlous voice of a Sheikh reading
the Xorah in a balcony overlooking the court yard. t0urs is
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the only place under Government where the Holy Xoran is read,

This pljce is as sacred as a mosque during this time of the
year.'

We were tgken at once to a lonz room to see the spinning

1oom where the raw yellow milk 1is prepared before being dyed.

Next we saw the actual weaving of the sarpet. How it ever
came by such a name oould not be imagined when one has seen it.
In reality, of course it is the outer cover of the Kasba, and
the name '#arpet! is never spplied to it by any but the
Buropeans, who persist in so naming it; and what is curious,
at the same tiwe think that the Mahmal which is a camél
palanquin, reslly goes to Mecca with a oarpet insige of it,
and bprings it back to #airo, There is no return of any
carpet to #aivo, Tourists who think .-they are seeing the
Holy garpetts return, see only the Mahmal coming back, as it
went, quite empty,

It would be better to speak of 'Holy #surtains', of
which there are eight used in the complete govering of the
Kaaba. " . e . o v e e The curtzins are black,

and the art of maktng them oconsists of weaving the Koran
texts into the material, also in black, with sn effeet like
that of damask; the lettering, whioh is large, being in the
decorative Arabic. The watered silk effect of the lettering
i1s most striking, and in certain lights, wheh the cover is
huhg upon the Kaaba, 2t canh be read at a oonsddezibee dis—
tance, e s s+ % s o s s s - « LIt was extremely interesting to
be able to see and handle the famous band whioh encircles

the Ksaba, This magnificent belt is about two and a half
feet deep. The following from the Koran, called the Throne
Verse, is heavily embroidered on it .in gold: t@odl There
is no God but He, the Living, the Bternal; nor slumber
seizeth Him nor sleep. His whatsoever is in the Heavens

and whatsoever is’in the earth, s s 0 o 4 o . o o
His Throne reacheth over the Heavens and the earth,hnd the

upho%dlng of both burdeneth Him not; and He is the High, the
Gre'i a2 - . - . » [ - L ] ’

That the taking of all thesc¢ saered objects con—
nected with the. carpet Yo Avabla is in itself a oonsiderable
undertaking was brought home to ug by seeing the tents and
the waterskins and other reguirements for the long journey.

e now went into the sourt yard, and the two very fine camels,
in s way held sacred too, which are kept here solely for the
purpose of conveying the Mahmal to Mecca, were brought out
for us, They are of great sise, and ot the cream color whiah
distinguishes the finer breed of caiels. These animals live
in a gecliuded but lumrious wsy within these precinects, By
the oredulous populace all sorts of miraglieus signs mark
them out in the first instance for selection to thelr sacred
task. s & % 5 % % % = » v @

A celebration took place in the building under the
aitadel on the night before the Kaaba nangings and the Mahmal
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start for Mecca. There the Mahmal was shown, and, more in-
teresting still, there was set up an exact moiel of the Kaaba
with all the curtsins hung as they sappear in the Holy #ity.
Phere is no religious celebration in #airo more impressive and
beauntiful thah this festival, held on the eve of the setting
out of the Mahmalts Pilgrimage to Meoca, There are other
great publio ocoasions, when the Oriental splendor of illumin-
ation breaks out, to thrill the thronging populace, and the
oud of door excitements of the fair are linked with the

eclaims of pious significance, But this official féte in the
Pavilions at the foot of the ¢#itadel coumbines in egqual propor—
tions a sense of the sacred office with that of subdled enter-

baingent, a Teeling of religious awe being ourlously ningled
with tnat of rejoicing. > .

- L L I L L 4

The real center whioh drew every Moslem, man and
child, was the MNahmal, now to be seen in public for the first
time since its return from last year's pilgrimage, Round
the Mahmal men crowded. ‘Phey stroked a fringe of it, always
with the rignt hand, and then to imbibe the blessing, irtae—
diately stroked thelr faces while they muttersd & prayer.
Little children were held up that they uight repest the
parent's adts As we atood near the Malmal, we could see
seated on the floor at a short distance, in g double row,
about 24 men fasing each other, chanting praises of the
Prophet, and reciting traditions of Him, At a certain point
they came to an end of chanting; all hands went up to the
breasts, upraised, as a sign of silent petition, o ¢ sees
Occasionhally there came a man who prayed with more than usuel
intentness, and seemed gos if he could not tear hinself away
from the Mahmal, and others less devout would take his plgce
e-ntent perhaps with a touch,

And why 1is this Manmal, Whioh in its material sspect
is just a cmmel palanquin, so intensely revered? Po begin
its history at the end, tiere is no doudbt that the resson for
this deep reverence is that the Mahmal goes &¥ Mecca every
year exactly as a pilgrim goes, visits every spot that the
devout vilgrim visits, . ' « « .I aan never forget
2 scene near the Mahmal at Abbasieh, where the Pilgrimage is
eventually organized for its actual start to Mecoa., A
number ofY poor wouen, whose acoent told that they had come
the long journey from Upper RKgypt, were sitiing in a close
group on the ground as near to the Mahmal as possible, sing-
ing very sweetly a song of the Pilgrimage. The Lord had
denled themw to pray in Mecca, but they were rot left altogether

desolate, for their eyes were reJ01ced to see the blessed
Mamﬂal s _




Ramleh, Bgypt, October 1, 1813,

Pear Priends:
We have an old Bahgl by the nawce of "Bl Yshou,"

His former religion had been Jewish, and his devotion to the
Beloved is unquestioned. The other day he went to the house
wherein the Master lives and sterted to weer and ery near the
door. The members of the Blessed Pamily heard the erying

and, weeping of the man and informed the Master about it,
He called him in and consoled him, and told him that in this
Bay no one must cry for any reason, nay, rather, we must be
very happy and contented with our lot, and know of a ceritainty
that the Lord of Hosts is with us, ready to restore our health

and allevigte our burden. We must not let anything disturb
the balance of our minds. Under all circuastances we mast
control our feeling, and curb our ihelinatilons. We imust
fulfill our duty, attain to the highest state of perfection
and close our eyex to all imperfections, Then the Beloved
took pen and psper and wrote for him the following Holy Tablet:

"0 thou my kindg friend! :

It is ry hope that through the Bestowals of the
Blessed Perfection thou umayst ever become assisted and
confirmed, happy and joyous; *that thou mayst not cry ang
lanent, nay, rather, thou mayst sing and chant, It is
said that the sén of the Glorious Priend had a wonderful
melody and. a sweet voice, The Psalme of Bavid are famous
and not lamentationh and mourning or crying by day and night.
Therefore, be thou hapry, and let songs and anthems of joy be
on thy lips.:

(signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.?

Our Bl Yahou was back in the possession of a new
happiness, a new inspiration, a new serenity. We all felt
his joyful vibrations and watched delightedly his calia face.
Then he drew his book of poetry from his pocket and sang a

stirring Bahal song with the energy and zest of a youthful
singer.

Today the Beloved senht for the Zoroszstrian and other
vilgrins. He inguired about the condition of the Gause in
Bombay and the spiritual health of the believers. If I do
not translate His exact Words, it is because I am not generally
vregent at these meetings in the mornings, but I inquire from
them as soon as' they are baok. It seems that the burden of

his morning's nessage was the encourageuent of those who
were pregent in the spread of the CGause. They must remove
all obstacles from their nath. They mst open eloguent
tongues in the explanation of proofs and arguments. Like
the Apostles of old they must not mind any irial or test.
with the infiltration of the spiritual melodies of the
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Kingdom of Abha they must raise = new ¢all, They must ¢lear
the Pathway of Righteousness, blow the Trumpet of Reality,
teach the laws of Love and gentleness, herald the Glad Tidings
of the Lord of Hosts, and pitch the tent of Universal Pezce.
The Light of the hearts is love, let it shine brighter and
brighter unto the perfect day.

The receipt of cables from Americas will take back
Mrs. Praser, I am very sorry, for many ressons, thet she
will not be able to go to India, for I had great confidence
in her ability. 0f course, she is greatly disappointed,
but the Beloved told her that she can go later to Indis.
"Wherever thou art,” He said, ?thou wilt serve the 8suse of
God. In Aumerica thou wilt be able to render a great service.
Rest thou sssured. I love thee very mach. Thou art now ny
daughter, my real danghter. Ask Mirgs Ahmad how often I
speak of thee, I do not need to speak of this before th
face. Thou hast been here, hast heard the Words and zss0cla-
ted with my family, Yow go forth into the world and teach
the dommsnduents of Thy kord. Let thy hesrt be enxkinaled
with this new Pire of the Love of God., Eet thy lips sing
the praises of joy, let thy tongue coumeinorate the glorifica~
vion of true Pesace, Let thy spirit be stirred with the
Breegzes of Heavenly hzpuliness. I will he with thee. I am
always with thee.® 4

While the Beloved was uttering these spiritusl
Wordis of guildance I knew ithat there must be a great wisdom
behind this sudden call of Isabel that we will understgnd la~
ter:; +that no matter wnere she is, she will be the ssgnie
indefatigable worker for the €ause of good-will and Peace,
Now thst she will return to America, Woctor and Mrs. Getsinger
will lesve for India without a third person, Mrs., Stannord
gy join them later, but 1t i1s not sure. S8he is not yet
very strong and must keep perfectly quiet in order to win
neak her hezlth.

The Master called in the uafternoon on Mirza Abul
Pazl and stayed with him for more then an hour, speaking with
him about the book whicn he is writing.

Later on, =& iérge rackage of letters were received.
He looked ovexr esch, and lelt them to be read afterwards.
In answer to one of them He says:’

PAt present we sre living in Ramleh, near Alexan-
dria, Prom all parts the believers are arviving daily and
the tanquet of meeting is spread. Likewise, numberless
lettors are being recelved in large quantities. IT I de-
vote my day and night to thelr reading, it 1s not sufficisnt.”

In answer to a lettexr from Londen, He says:



"Praise be to God the Pragrances of Holiness are
diffused and the believers and the maiq servants of the ler-
ciful are engaged 1in the vromotion of the Most Great Glad-
Tidings., They are overflowing like unto a cud with the Love
of God. This is the Pavor of the Almightyl®

in another Tablet -He says:

*0 thou new plant of the Garden of Abhal Happy is
thy oondition, for thousrart a fresh branch in the Paradise
of Abhal Thou art the twig of the Tree of Life, hast
entered in the Gitadel of the Guidance of God and art free
from the dross of exrror. Thou hast attained to the sost
Great Purity, opened thine eyes and unstopped thine ears and
becone the gandle of the Assemblage. I nope that dey by
day thou mayst add to thy faith and aesurance, xnowledge and
wisdom, firmness and steadfastness,



Ranleh, Bgypt, OQotover 2, 19213,

Bezr Priends:

The Bshal love toward all the owxeatures must be as
fres gs ihe =slr, as unshakable es the mountains, as imperish-
able as the Spirit of God, and as tenger as the love of &
mother toward her children, There sare abundsnt evidences
thet resvonding to the Love of God in the heart must also De
a love to man. One of the strange, allegorical verses 1n
the Koran shows clearly the mysticsl longings of the heart
toward this Love, and it is decleved tnei this Light is 10
other than God's illuminating dove for :pan. The verse 1s
as follows: _

"God is the Light of the heavens and of the eartih.
Hig Light is like a niche in which is a lamp - the lamp
encased in glass - the glass, as it were, a glistening star,
It is lighted with the 01l of a tlessed tree, the olive
neither of the Bast nor of the West, the oil of which would
well-nigh give:-Light though no fire touched it. It is
light upon light,*

When the Arabs obsarved Mohamned’!s cherity towsxrd
the orphans and unprotected, his extreme simmpiicity and dem—
ocrstic attitude toward all mankind, they used to say: "He is
in love with His Maker." One of the sayings of the Prophet
is: "®o you love your €reator? Love your fellow belngs
first." In another place He says: "Thot man who is nost
considerate of his kind is the favorits of God." He says
in another place: "How do you think God will know you when
you sre in His Presence? By vour love of your children, of
yvour kin, of your neighbors, of your fellow creatures.”

Once tile Prophet prayved with great earnestness: "0 Loradl
Grant me the love of Thee; grant ihat I wsy love those that
lJove Thee; grant that I may do the deeds that may win Thy
love; megke Phy iove to be desrer 1o me than self, Tamily,

or than wealth." Ali, the son-in-law of lohammed, and His
successor after His death, in suppliocation says: "o my
Lord: He the adorable and only to be adorcd; the @herisher,
Whose Majesty and Might overshadowed the wniverse; Kaster,
the Loving and forgiving; Thy Mercy and Porgiveness are all
embracing. Thou art the Helper of the afflicted; the
Reliever of all distress; the Consoler of the braken hearted;
Thou art the FPriend of the poor; iy Lord! Thou syt Wy
Portress; a @astle for all who seek Thee; Thou art the
Refuze of the weak; the Helper of the poor and true. Thou
art the Porgiver, I am the sinner, Thou, @y Lord, art the
Merciful, All-knowing, All~loving. I am groping in the dark;
I seek Thy Knowledge and Love; Testow, my Lor»d, 2ll Thy
Knowledge and Love &nd Mercy.!

Pron these dstached quotations of tihe Arabvbian Proph-
ats we understand that the 1life of every spiritual man mast
be a song of love;, a love that enables him 10 penetrste the
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Bivine Mysteries. True love i¢ the "astrolabe of heavenly
seerets™; the miraculous collyrium that gives sight to the
blind; that opens unlimited vistas to our symghonic life of
the Higher; and that gives us claivoyant pogkd to pierce the
veil. This love dwells entirely on the Fatherhood of God
and the brotherhood of man, and will hsve 1o belief in any
attributes of fear or compulsion. It is & love that includes
in it that universal charity, that "enthusiasm of humanity."”
True love (?) upon us to love menkind, practice meekness,
patience, xindness, benevolent charity and all of the divine
Qualifications, hﬁk this Bay we s Bahais must show forth in
our daily lives andedealingg that love which is fully revealed
in the mirror of the-neart of ABML (BAHA. He is beckoning
us to lofty ambition, divine aspiration, herocie¢ endeavor and
majestic deeds. The-underlying principle of all social and
cconomlc activities is love and affection. May we Dscome
honored to express these qualities, to upraise this standargd,
to shed this glorious light, to scatier these promising seeds,
to irrigate this fertile field and to devole all our time and
effort to this humanitarian service.

One of the most interesting events of today was the
arrival of Mrs., vonkillenthsl anc Mrs, Beede from ¥Wew York
gity. Since we left them in Paris, they gvent the interven—
ing time in Switzerland, and from now on they will have the
privilege of meeting the Beloved dally. They arrived at
noon, and dined with the Master in the Holy Paumily circle.

I saw them in the evening. They were looking very hanpy

and well. Today also several men arvived from Calro and
other parts of Kgypt, some Bahal young :ien going to Beirut,
others going to #rance 1o be present at the opeuing of their
colleges, Ramleh is =2 spirituzl clearing house, Bellevers
and friends come and go, iumpelled by holy lupulses, Ffilled
with the Bivine Glad Tidings, and inebriated with tne wine of
the Love of God. So many people come, sach with his peculiar
rroblem to be solved by the liaster. He is surrounded with
insuperable gifficulties, but He faces them with an optimism
and good will never ito be witnessed in any other men vt Fiw
¥rc is the Source of real happiness.

About 12 o'elock the Master passe& by our house and
called Tor e, Ag i1 was a warin day He carried an wabrella
in His hand. T followed Him, and He walked btoward Rz2cos
stetion. In the course of conversation He said:

"God, through His Grace, in the course of the life
of every man opens a wide door of golden opportunitg.~before
Bis face., There are some wveople who tzke . such a great nrivi-
lege by the forelock, enter into the Garden of the Heavenly
Good Pleasure, and ever nray and strive to protect this
gpiritual station; others shut their eyes anda let the ovpor—
tunity slip out of thelir grasp. I nhad ordained for ...
a palace of diamond, but he did aot aprreciate it. He
roilowes his own desires, rather than te live in sccord with

L I
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My Gecod Plessure. How often I argned with hin to get sgide
his will and follow the Will of God. He ¢id not listen.

I loved him. I wished hinn to Decouwe like unto & glorious
sun, irradiating the rays of severaznce and holiness, but he
preferged to wallow in the filth and quagnire of hwman rro—
rerisities, Behold, how My love was cordiasl ahd my attach-
ment heartfelt! Man in &ll his transsctions and fcelings
mst be sincere and straightforward The Blessed Perfection
accepted all the oppression and versecution, and vrolumgated
thereby Divine Teachings, so that peoile may become sincere
in their dealings toward each other, On repeated occeasions
the Blegssed Beauty sald that while ilis Holiness eGhrist suf-
fered derision for three years and was finally cxucified, we
were dally, hourly martyred, and yet forbore 2ll these, s0
that manking may clothe itself with the celestial gawisent of
sincerity. No one could stand the strein and pressure
brought against Bahs'o‘'llah for one woment,"

ﬁézﬁalked %111 He reacned the store of a Pereian,
and for about half an hour Ke sat there, Here He spoke in
detall about Tolstoi: ’

"I consider hiia a Bghiz, & real Bahal, hecause he
lived and acted in accord with the good pleasuvre of BAHA'O!'LLANH;
because he divided all his estate between himself and his
farmers, Many of the translations of the Holy Tablets were
Torwarded to him, and toward the latter end of his life he
was going to write a book on this Cause, but death overtook
hin., . ¥hile he lived all Burope listened to his utierances,
=nd his works are {translated in many languages.!

Speaking about Jamal Ed—@in Efgan, who opposed very
vigorousl v the €zuse during his lifetine, Ye said: -

"His admirers have written to me that the traces of
his tonb are aluost effaced, owing to neglect. We beg you
to order sowie .of the Bahais t0 build his tomb., Now I hovpe
o do this. If he was inimical toward us, we did not ovpose
him at all., When, however, I obsexrved that he was entirely
misrepresenting the Gause by charging foul calumnies in the
Egyptian press, I wrote to him: IRre long thou shalt hear
the thunderous peals of this Bell, and the resonant sound of
this Bugle from the Supreme €oncourse, glorifyluag and praising
Wy Lord the E1l Abhal! After thst he stolped ris atiacks.®

Then we returned home, On the way, the postman
delivered into his hands a large bundle of letters.



Ramleh, Bgypt, October 3, 1913,

Bear Priends:

Probably you will he interested in knowing how oup
lives are a&pent deily, close to the heart of the Reloved.
Pirst, let me tell you, the Masterts family - in a 3z2hai
sense - i8 very large, very large indeed. He and His own
family live in one house; .the Secretaries, with es many
pilgrims as ithey oan accommodate, live in another house: and
there is besides these two houses a2 third which is rented
only for the pilgrimns. The American and European Pilgrins
live in the New Viotoria Hotel, as well as prominent Persian
nobilities. There is another hotel ut Bacos station, which
is brought into service when there is an overllow of pil-—
gring, All these houses and hotels are used st this tine
for the ascommodation of the friends who are constantly coming
from the four corners of the earth to welcoie the King of
Kings and Lord of Lords. The secretariat house is like a
club house, znd a comilon ground for all the pilgrims,

Bxcevt doring the sleeping houre, they spend all thelr time
here., Here in the Bast everybody arises very early, so that
hetween 5 and 6 ol'eclook we arve ocut of our beds, with the word
¥*Alla-ho—-Abhaf" on our lips, greeting each other.

There are four morning customs that have iwpressed
me deeply, ang are the significant signs of the religlous
nsture of these people.

¥irst: Their uniform early rising. Althougn in
the West it is 1sught, “e:zrly to bed and early to rise,® i¢ is
seldom practiced.

‘Second.: Yo sooner do they open their eyes than the

Holy Meme of God is on their lips, thanking Him for all His
vast Graces and future Bestowals.

Third: Thelr gquiet, solibary Drayer and concen—
tration froa ten to thirty mimites, according to the religiouvs
spirit of the individusl. :

Pourth: As soon es they Rave finished their in-
givigual preyver, and vefore taking thelr breakfast, they
assewtble in the reception room and pray to God, read Cowraunes
or sing anthems, They will then gather round the table tc
partaxe of the material food. '

After the performance of the above rites, it %e
about 6 or 8:30, and then the friends start to arrive from
the other nouse and hotels to tzke thelr breakfast with us.
When everybody is present, we all go to the reception room
and have a ten to fifteen minutes Prayer neeting, and then
thus refeeshed with out spiritual food, we go to the dining
Toom, We sit around a very large table, over which the
semovar is brewing, and Aga Jamal, our faithful cook, 1s
ready to dispense toa. our breaxfast eonsistg of native
bread and cheese, and tea, nothing else; easterners as o
rule do not give mueh attimtion to the morning repast. . -
Everyone drirks from one¢ to three cups of tea, helps himself
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to a plece of bread and cheese, and in a few minutes we are
all through,. Then the pilfrims go to the verands and sit
around; often ¥irza Abul Pazl comes and is#lks with them.
Wikhin half an hour someone from the Master!s house comes,
giving the newse that the pilgrims are summoned. They gzo and
return laden with the Jewels of the Kingdom. Sorie mornings
the Beloved pays us & vislt., On their return, the pilgrins
are then free; some to go to the city, a few sit down and
write letiers home or cory Tablels and the Master's Western
addresses, while another group is engaged in conversation,
inmparting and in turn receiving the news of the progress of
the Csuse in their respective countries, My roois is quite
large, and whenever there is an influx of persons, eight
Pligrins sleep in it, and often until after midnight-they are
talking and singing with great joy and hsarmony. when we
first arrived I arranged Dy writing table near the window;
after awhile I transferved it to the center of the room, and
now it is vlaced between two beds at the end of the room, fac-
ing the entrance, Although there ax»e constant interrupticrs
I manage souwehow to do my work in the morning hours. Our
lunch is simplicity itself, only one kind, either Persian
soup called "Ab-Gousht", or fried egz-piants, eto., with large,
round, native dbread. When there sye many friends, they are
divided into {wo parties. The first party sit down and aet,
and when they heve finisghed the rest partake of the food.
The Secretaries are always included in the second party, and
the guests and vilgrims in the first. Often we have fruits,
such as grapes, pomegranates, figs, canteloupes, wetermelons,
etc, The first two are now ot the height of their season,
fver iunch, they are all again scattered, most of them taXking
iheir usual naps. As there are umany flies and mosquitos, I
also go to my bed, surronnided by the net‘,i and there eiiner
read or write unmolested by the host of "sosial" insects.
Between 3 and 4 tea is served, and then the friends come,
Yo read Tablets and talkx about the € ause. Then, forming
gifferent groups, they saunter out, but always neszr and arounc
the nouse, in the hope that the Haster may come. Memwhile,
He uay be either dictating Tablets in the adjoining rose gar-
den, or cslling on Mirzs Abul Pazl, or entertaining solte
Pashas in His home, or callinz on some learned or simple
pPerson. At eight ofclock we sre again gathered in the dining
roonm, and eat the one course dinner, the articles changing
now and then, but always one course. After dinner, We are
penerslly free, and may make our own choice, either going out
to tske a walk, or sltting in the house 10 read or converse
with others. Before midnight everyone is in bed. our
house is the rendezvous for all the beyzars. Every day sev—
eral of them call with petitions for Abbas Effendl. ¥one of
them goes away enpiy handed. The Master was busy all aday,
aii except for the pilgrimm, none of us saw Him.
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Shougli Effendi, hils wother, Bashewr and gnother
Persian, a maild in the household, left for Haifa, and there—
fore the Master!s house will be quiet for awhile, Boctowr anc
Mrs., Getsinger's departure for India is also wostnoned, for
the present, and the two willl lesve tomorrow for s week's
stay in Haifa, with the Zoroastrian Bahals, who have also
permission to- visit the Holy Tomb,  Mre. Fraser will be here
for & few days longer. She is very happy, and is enjoying
ier present contaet with the Holy Parily.  Her Biary of the
dslly 1life of the Beloved will be o treasure-house.



Ramleh, Igypt, October 5, 191%.

Deur PFriends:

Our house is once more gquiet, the birds have flown
away, and the garden ils lohging for the melody of other
nightingales, Nowhere on the face of the earth can one find
go naeny different religions and nations as one finds represented
in the neighborhood of ABDUL BAHAL The Russians of the north
with their piloturesque dresses, the turbaned Ulemag from the
University of Al Ahzar, the Arabs, the Turks, and the highly
civilized Buroveans and Americans meet together with rewrfect
herTong and ggreement, Although in outward garments, and
even in ideas of worldly culture,they may differ, yet they are
impelled foyward by the same 1aeas of Truth and the Oneness of
the world of mwanity.

As regards International Arbitration, Unity of nations,

Universal Religion, Economic luproverent of human gociety, anc
the diffusion of Bduceation, they are all united and are broth-

ers. All the Dbelievers are brotihers. Thus in a practical
and conorete manner we are delily watching the progress of the
Bahai world, and come into tonan wit™ those who are pushing it
onward and forward. It is extrenely intevesting to meet
these men, young and old, all insyired with one lisht-giving
ideal of Praternity and Pesce, ¥ith onhe common iliipulse they
go on from step to step, and come nearer and nearer 1o the goal.
They are earnest and ever ready to sscrifice their lives for
the progress of the (suse, Once they leave the Holy Presence
they spread the Glad Tidings from cline to clime before they
reach thelr destined home. They are so Bnkindled with the
Fire of raith, serviee to humenity, and the Love of God, thatl
each one of them shines like unto the lzmp and illwmines the
darkest recesses of the hearts, They know that BAHA'O'LLAH

will insgire all those who a2rise to promilgate the Word of
Reality.

It was the eavrly morning. - - I left the house and
went toward the sea., I pat on a big pilece of rock, the waves
dashing asgeinst it all the time. 1 was musing in a quiet
manner and wetching the rising of the sun out of a clear blue
sky., Suddenly someone tappred me on the shoulder, and I
turned my head, It was Mirza Jalal Sins. *Ah, come, ny
friend! I was just now thinking about you. It is now some
time since you have told me a story. Will you please sit
down snd tell me one? I saild.

*Would you like to have the stoxy of the forty cemels?”
he seid, as he sat on the rock,

"Yes, I would love to hesr it, Any story would do
in order to pass half an hour here,"

“Cnece upon a time," he said "there were foriy canels
living on a green pasiure, The 1uxuriance of the meadows,
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the flowing stream, the delightful atmosphere and the beauty
of environment appealed to them greatly. Wiilst they enjovyes
a 1ife of plienty they frolicked joyously from one end of the
green pasture to the other, Graxing through this verdant
Tield =all the spring and sunmer, they did not dream of any
material chenge in their outward condition, Nothing could
induce them to leave these premises as long as they had
plenty to satisfy their hungey, supply thelr comfort and ex-
rand the ecircle of freedon. With no thought of the morrow
they reveled in the luxuries of todsy. Their minds being
filled with the vain pomp and alluring scenery of the present,
they were not disturbed with the distant thought of the rainy
day. : ;

0f a more odmplete state of life they could rniot
inagine, and the frontier of their reasons was limited by the
visible horizon. They ate, drank, slept and now end then
took short exoursions. fontented with thelr present lot,
dreaming of no other world, elated over thelr seemlingly per-
manent happiness, stuffed with vain-glory, bloated with the
Peevisgh idea of a false, limited patriotism, they 1lived on;
looking with deep disdain and souiful gontenpt upon any member
of the party that dared to so much as dream of other sphercs
of existence, They argued that, neither by choice nor ne-
ocessity, must we let ourselves be worried over the idle conicep—
tion of a future condition. Let us eat and grow big on the
fat of the land, roump on the grass and bask under the sun-
ghine., Our fortune is sedured, our happiness is permanent,
our reign is supreme, the means of enjoyment are at hand.
W¥hy should we care for anything else?

Whilst with such ‘palliative arguments and specious
evidences they stifled the voice of conscience snd checked the
promptings of the spirit, the spring and summer days rolled
by and dreary seasons of autuwan and winter were drswing well
nigh, 0f course, during the fair weather they &id not bother
themselves, nor shake off their sccoustomes lethargy and idle-
nesgs to lay by a store for the rainy days, that they might
gave themselves from shame and ignominy. Believing fooliehly
in the immtability of the changing seasons, they found them-
eelvegrin dire want bordering on starvation, to their awful
despair. '

As by the wand of s magician the whole aspect of
Mother ¥ature was suddenly transformed; the grass was withered,
the leaves dried up, the underbrush was yellowed, and no food
could be obtained anywhere {0 keep the wolf out of the house,
Every day the weather became oolder, more bitterly biting;
the flowing rivers and stream werc frozen, the thunders pealed
forth; the windows of heaven were opened; the mighty torrent
of rain poured #own; the snow govered the field with a spotless
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blanket, and the hall added to the general discomfort., The
cameld, now reaping the harvest of their heedlessliess, shivered
with intense cold; neither could they find a shelter,no matter
how scanty. ..

After much dellberation they decided thet there is
no other way of relief than to send one of themselves to scour
the countries beyond, perchence he may find green pastures or
2 verdant meadow. The one to whom was intrusted this come
mission started ous. Many days elapsed and there was no
news., Those who were left behind manifested signs of worry,
not only because they feared they would lose him, but beceause
the xnife had reached the bone, and they did not xnow where
to get their wherewithal. At last he appeared on the scene,
thus allaying their fruitless anxiely, but he brought with him
wonderful tales of adventures, accompanied by hesrt throbbing
desdriptions. They all gathered round their emlssary and
listened to him with breathless enthusiazanm:

éiy friends.in time of pleasure and grief! I have
been away for some time, but I have followed up a line of
investigation that has unfolded before my eyes many wonderful
things, the recital of whioh will be very hard for you to
believe, unless you see them with your ownh eyes. Beyond the
frontier of this country I found Elysian Yields, most enchant-
ing in their verdaney, and most extraordinary in their ruxuri-
ance and ever green pegetation, In all iy life I have seen
nothing similar to them, The dwellers of thase divine gar—
dens told me perennial spring reigns there like a queen.
Yeither the blasting winds of autumn nor the frost of winter
gains any foothold there. Ite meadows are always green, its
pastures verdant, its water cool and its weather most temperate,

The only difficulty that one meets, however, is that
at the entrance the gate is very small, indeed small as the
eye of a needle, and the passage leading to the garden most
narrow and hazardously slippery. In order to enter through
this small gate we must attenuate our bodies, become numble
and meek, be changed into pure spirits, leave behind mortal
desires and passions, become free from the ties of ¢arnal
appetites, sanctified from sensual, fleeting pleasures,
relegsed from the ¢oarse meteriality, and gbandon all the
worldly, unruly propensitieg of sinful self. If we can char-
acterise ourselves with these attributes, - and it can ve
done in the twinkling of an eye - then we will enter as
radiant beings in that garden of bliss.

It is, of course, rather vainful to go through these
cataclysmal experiences and let go our heedlesshess, for at
every step we must sacrifice soalething that we considered very
essential to the pursuit of our vnleasures snd the gratification
of our inordinate desires. But onoce we are freed from all
these shackles and chainse, the rest of the journey is nostly
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accomplished. Now, if you are uade of such herole stuff and
are e¢ourageous enough fo face this alchemic process of purifi-
sation, let us stsrt on our way. I have already been mut to
test, and having sctuslly seen the gdrdan, know whereof I am
spesking.?

Having been warned by such gloomy description, and
not fully realizing the difficulties of the personsl sacrifices
they rmust make, they started out, and erossing many remote
deserts they reached at last &t the gate, The guide instructed
them how they must look through the orifice. Having done so,
they saw expanded before thelr eyes the most splendid pane-
ramg of nature, and scene of ravishing beauty. Pirst they
looked 2t the extreme narrowness of the aperture, then they
looked &t themselves, and not a few started to laugh at the
clever joke played upon them,

'How can we entey through this hole?! one oried out
tauntingly. 1This is 81l ridiculous,! another one jeered,
tPooh! how can a camel go through & hole?' a third clamored.
Some, thinking over the matter seriously, sacrificed every
wish, and marvellous to behold! they passed easily through the
hole. Other could not give up self and the frothy bubbles
of this mortal life and thus remained behind. This wes, of
course, the fulfillment of the saying of Jesus Christ in the
New Testament:

I+ is harder for & rich man to enter the Kingdom of
Heaven than for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle,'®

When we returned home tea wag ready and Haji Niaz
was dispensing it as a resl, old patriareh. ~After awhile the
Beloved passed by and handed e a package of photographs from
Mrs, Killius of Spokane, for distribution among the Oriental
friends. He looked well and was on His way to Mirza Abul
Pazl, In the afternoon the learned editor of a monthly maga-
zine called "El Beyan,* rublished in ¢airo, called on Him,
This editoxr expects to write an article on the Oause, and so
he has come to the Source to get correct information.

Mirga Moneer and myself werc taking s walk just
before sunset when we met the Master coming all slone from the
opposide direction. We followed Him, and He came tc our
house, He sat on the veranda and , apronos of something, He
spoke about His first trip to Beirut, sbout thirxty years ago,
and how one of the celebrated judses of Islam, Shelkh
kohautied Abdo, met Him and was constantly with Him during His
forty days stay in Beixut, Aftorward, when some strangers
asked hin his opinion of the *eliylon of BAHA!O'LLAH, he
anowered |

"While other leaders of the religions of the world
are talking, the Bghais are doing the work of Unity and spir-
itual awakening. Thelir action and word coincide with each
other. They ara 4madly< in earnest,?



Ramieh, Egypt, October 6, 191%

Dear Priends:

*I feel the earth move emmwapd;
I joln the great march omward;
And take with joy while liwing,
Ky freehold of Thanksgiving,"

In this Age the supreme longing of all the sypiritusally
minded men and women is the embodiment of the highest ideals
of divine and uman justice in visible form and tangidle real-
ities, @littering generalities do not suffice; theoretical
explanations are not wanted. After many ages of social ine-
qualities, economics, despotism and degrading slavery, mankind
hzas at last arisen from its geep sluaber to the consciousness
of"its inallenable rights and prerogatives. The river of
progress has washed away the shores of reaction and retro-
gression, The lezions of sciences anl arts have conquered
the dark kingdoms of ignorance and illiteraocy.

¥ew laws and statutes, breathing health and vigor,
have replaged the archaic dead rules. Marvelous inventions
have modernized the o0ld harrow world. The splendid heritsage
of culture hag becomse the intelledtual legacy of all humenity.
The means of transportation anf communication have knitted
together the remotest psrts of the earth. A silent revolu=
tion, invisible to the eyes and far reaching in its effect
than all the dynastic wars, has been going on, upsetting the
established order. All the nations, reluctantly, yet having
no other alternative, have joined the great army of progress.
The only difference that exists is that some are in the front
rank, a few are in the middle, a munber zre behind, while the
rest are lagging far bepind; but they are all marching onward
according to their order, c¢apacity and environment. Just as
the world of literature and goveriment, politics and ghiloso-
phy, has been subjest to 2 great change, why should we not
enjoy a flowery &ensissance in the world of Religion?

Religion is the foundation upon which the whole
structure of human socliety is built, Now 1if the Fforms of
gtructure — modes of 1ivin5v- are changed, have we not the
right to assume that it ishigh time . to lay a deeper founda-—
tion, a more lastigg basis, for our religion? In the con~
struction of an ordinary duilding, to say nothing of the sky
sorapers, we bring into use all the modern scientific methods
of grchitecture and engineering; then how is it that when we
degsire to lay the foundetion of our lives, which is the
greatest snd most important of all, thers are so many Yseudo-
architects all around who are resdy to convinee us that the
haphazard rules of the ancients sre good snd ssfe enough?

The gsheient cities and palaces are dilapidated and ih ruin,
and except from an archeological standpotnt they have for us



no other interesg.

For every day a new food is destined; 1in every
season there are new, fragrant flowers, The spring of last
vear, although very beafitiful, is a matter of history. we -
want a new spring, with all its lateni end menifest yowers and
glgns. Humanity, having reached the stage of maturity,
demands strong rmtriment and elothing. Children!s jackets
and food will not do. From every olime the ery of progross
is hesrd, even from the small hamlets and villages of the
East. Let us have a real revolution of ideas in religion, a
stepping forwara. We have had enough of hide bound rituals
and ceremoniies; let us throw zway these shells and search
after the white pearls. Let us discard the kernel and have
the meat. Let us abandon superficlality and investigate
Reality. Let us relinquish the deadly customs and with one
bound become free, Let us love the Rose no matter from what
gardgen;, adulre the heroic deed no matter from what race;
follow the light no matter from what lamp; and praise the
man because he has a good charecter and not because he wears
Tashionable slothes of the latest out,

Thus we hear the clarion call, gzrowing in volume and
depth, reaching to the very heart of humamnity, and cresting
wonderful,. life throbbing echoe¢s in the Steppes of Russia, the
jungles of Africa, and the deserts of Asia, This is all the
outworking of the Plan of God, the unfoldment of the mystio
fate of humanity, and the gradual progression of the Divine
Ideal. Bumanity, by growing through these infinite rhases,
is evolving to its ultimate stature of perfection; vices are
being eliminated; virtues inculcated; tyranny handceugfed;
justice liberated; atheism frowned at, religion spread
brosdcast; materialism dethroned, spirituality enshrined in
the hearts; selfishness punished, altruiasm promoted; mis—
anthropy ehecked, love of the human family nourished; insularity
ridiculed, universaliam glorified; prrejudice satired, its
absence admired.

Bveryone endowed with insight and spiritusl vision
reslizes that, not only the vast sge has been pregnsnt with
great changes, but the future holds in its grasp greater
reformgtions and + . .

I reached here when Mirza dalal Sins czme in frou s
long walk angd broke the thread of my reflections, He has
been conversing with Mirza Ali Akbar and Haji Nlaz, and hecause
they could not agree, he iliustrated their dilemma by the
following story:

'There were a blind man, a deaf man and a lane,
thinly clad poor iman, who started to travel together. They
were traversing a great desert when suddenly the blind man
sald :'I see a band of robvers who will overtske us!! The
deaf man sald: ‘Yes, yes; I hear the clatter of the hoofs of
their horses!’ The lame man who was thinly dressed ssld:
'Yes friends, let us run fast for fear they may rob usl‘'*
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Then he went to bed and I was left again to my own
misings, because there is no possibility of other interrup-
tion, because everybody 1is asleep.

This morning the Master came to our house. He
could not sleep very well last night., Having been the guest
of a Pasha, who had invited other nobles and dignitaries to
meet Him &t a banguet, He had spoken and entertained them
for nearly five hours. Begides, He had pariaken of heavy
dishes most difficult to digest, the result was, of course,
sleeplessness, He stayed for more than half an hour, and as
I had received my mail from Americs, I gawe Him the resuze of

zhe news, His oyes were closed, and He listened to my narra-
ive, '

A letter from Baku, Caucasus, and from Sayad
Aseodollah, tells us of his spirituwal victories in syreading
the Cause and sczitering the seeds of the Plowers of the
Paradise of Abha, He has trabveled throughout many cities,
and everywhere souls have been attradted to the Xingdom of
God. Surely Divine Confirmations are deseending upon him.



Ramleh, Egypt, October 7, 1915,

Desr Friends: _

Today mankind is more in search of Peace than at any
other time in the course of its hlstory, but three things have
inmpeded its realization,

First: Mistrust.

sSeao Jealousy.

Tnlrgg Misunderstanding.

Nations,having no confidence in the protestations
of friendship by their neighbors, incresse yearly the means of
defense. Zhis breeds Jealousy and ends in misunderstanding,
which in turn'is transformed into war and bloodshed.

Aroitratlonzconferenoes, Peace Meetings, Conciliation
Congresees are yearly organized, and thousands of men and
women attend them, and in their‘conoluding seesions excellent
Resolutions are presented and unanimously adopted, but the
tangible results are wanting. We may deplot most vivigly
the horrors of war; or describe in grest shapsody the victor~
ies of Peace, but, after all, we have not gone beyond the realm
of words., We magy disocourse elogquently on the burden of arma—
ments, but, on the other hand, inerease in a geometric ratlo
the frightful annual military and naval budget.

The Permanent Court of Arbitration, before which all
the Governments may settle their disputes, is a grand and
noble Ideal, for the realization of which all are striving;
but the diffioulty arises firom the fact of whether these nationa
are altruistic enough and sufficiently unselfish to present
all their cases '~ boundary lines, commercizal disputes,
national honoyr ~ to the arbitration of the International
gourt. So far there have been ocertain questions whioh the
nations of the west are not yet willing to yield to the decision
of the Couxrt, no motter how impartial, or to a Joint Commission,
no matter how representative. They fear each other!s designs
or amicable dealings. Jeadously they hug to thelr bosoms
their hard won or inherited independence, suspecting that
their neighbors will trample it under the hoofs of their cav-
alry horses as soon as they are exposed to outside attack:

Outwardly all the nations are somnitted to the
principle of Arbitration, with or without reserve, bBut how are
they going to establish the Court of Arbitral Jus%ioe on a
pormanent basis on nationsl representstion and international
dignity? These nations do not want to have Peage at sy
price, but they would like to have Peace tempered with Justice.
It is heard from uany quarters that the Third Hague Conference
will be inaugurated within two years, and that from now on the
diplomats and statesmen of Burope and America are preparing
suitable proposals to be submitted to the Conference.

oy,
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It is hoped that when the Delegates of the Govern—
ments are gathered together in that sugust assemblage of the
Parliasment of Man, they will not only discuss how to minimige
the horrors and cryuelties of war, but how to bring about either
linited or total disaruament; how to constitute the various

nhetions of the Permanent Jourt of Arbiitration; now to devise
a plan whereby all the nations may de willing to enter into
a general agreement; and how 1o create an International Naval
Palice Poroe to protcet the commerce on the high sess, If
they are assisted in carrying out even partiglly these matters
which are seething in the minds of the pacifists, they will
have rendered an enduring service to the world of mumanity,
and their names will shine through the history of mankind like
unto the brillisnt stars from the horlzon of eternal glory.

Yor the last twenty years the Cause of Peace has
been greatly accelersated. Societies have sprung up everywhere,
and the followers of Peace have.inereased. Pacitists of all
countries and of all nations have carried on a vigorous
campaign of public education; and face to face with the
legions of war we have the legions of Pesce. Here there may
by an aramy of death, but there is an army of life. Govern—
ments may drxrill hosts of destruction and invent engines of
glauzhter; God is teashing the works of construction, and
brings into action the field artillery of love. The former
places his trust in the brute force of Dreadnaughtis and
indomitable phglanxes of men; the latter puts His confidence
in the Power of the Supreme Kingdom.

The present day nstions are like untc so m=ny armies
of Pesce. They need & wise Commander~in-chief in this
struggle. As soon as the Supreme General, with undsunted
eourage and universal conception appears, He will bring sll
these scattered armies unfler the Plag of Fternal Pesace,

v It is said that once the rats made pathetic com—
pleints against 2 big cat whose nightly attacks upon them
decimated their rank and file. They organized a meeting and
deliberated upon the means whereby they might stop the rurder—
ous ravages of the cat. All the delegutes expressed their
opinions individually, but they did not nhit tne mark. #inally

an ola rat, well xnown for its sagacity and insight, arose
from its seat and said:

"I have found a way, and that is by tying a bell
around the neck of the cat. Then whenever it appreaches
from afar, we will hear the noise and flee,”

Bveryone thought this was the best suggestion, but
their heated enthusiasm cooled down when they began to trink:
*wh> will have the courage to take the bell and tie it around
the neck of the cat?"



Now, the Principles of Peace and Arbitration sare
very good and benefisial, but which one of the Governments
of the world will arise to practice it first, and then by
this example tesoh other nations to follow? it is that
Anerica - the home of the brave and the frec and the Pesace
loving - will be the first Govermnent to hoist this flag, to
let the Dove of Peace fly out of the cage of human egotism
and selfishness and brutal materialism, and to lead all man-
kind in the arts of love and friendship and conciliation.

May the American Delegates at the Yhird Hazue
cgonference show forth this statesmanship and far-signtedness!
May they constitute themselves the ochampiohs of Pesce without
linitations, Arbitration without restrictions. May they
raise their voices in behalf of the aprressed amongst mankind,
May they lay the foundation of the Glorious Palace of the
Permanent Court of Arbitration - or the Pariiament of kan -
thus thely names and fame may shine throughout sll future
sges and cycles, ;

Today the Beloved was not feeling well. He was in
bed all morning., In the afternoon we met Him only for a few
moments in. the- Vietoria Hotel. He was weak, and f#id not
speak butzif@wowords, He told us He is going to rest.

One of the Arabic papers, called "®#l-Ahali," of today, con-
tained an interesting article on the cause, and gave a wone
derful eulogy to the Master and His work.



Ramleh, Egypt, Octobver 8, 1915,

Dear Priends: _

“Great Ideals make great peoples,®

The Bahal Ideals, as revealed by BAHA'O'LLAH and
expounded by ABDUL BAHA, are the noblest and most luminous
Principles of the twentieth century. The force and efficecy
of these Ideals are 8o irresistable that any person coming in
contact with them acknowledges the faet that they are the
splrit of the Age, and the light of the world of humanity.

The followers of the Bahael Movement have demonstra-—
ted in their lives and thelr deeds the outworking of thess
Teaghings, not so much by sensational advertisement as by the
firm and steadfast adherence to the Light of Truth, w¥ith
meekness and humility, with single-minded devotion and sacri-
fice, they have shown to the world thalt they have no other
interest at heart but the solidarity of the human rsce and the
confraternity of all mankind. East.and west, north znd south,
wherever you meet a Bshal you will find him a lover of mankind,
taking the side of progress, spirituszlity, equality of rights,
and freedom of consoience. With broadmindedness and fellow—
feeling they serve the peovle of all coreeds, religions and
nations. They ask for no reward or.compensation. Preely
they have recelved, freely they give, The adulation of the
friends nor the poisonons attacks of the enemies change their
determination, The glorious sun of thelr hope never sets;
the bright moon of their tolerance slways sheds silvery beams;
the starse of their high aspirations are eternally bright; the
zephyr of their loving kindnesg 1s never hushed; the garden
of tneir universzl amity is imperishsbly green; the fountain
of their sympathy is flowing; the rzin of their compassion
and charity pewps down;, their searcsh after Truth ig unham—
pered; thelir thirst for the Water of Knowledge and Wisdom is
never allasyed. 1In the Path of Righteousness they are reso-
lute. They strive to show forth in their daily lives the
qualities of the holy beings, and menifest in thely deslings
with all men those Godlike a{tributes which characterized
CHRIST, BAHA'O'LLAH and ABDUL BAHA.

In their estimation mankind sre the sheep of God.
The Almighty Pather is the Universal Shepherd. Having cereated
all He proviges for them, He loves all, therefore Ile showers
His Mercy upon them. In every Cycle He has inspired Divine
Messengers to lead these soulg from the state of lgnorance to
the gtation of Knowledge. The Bshais, having burned the
gelfiwith the Fire of the Love of God, are cever ready to
serve the inhabitants of the worid and sacrifice their lives
for the good of mankind. Prom all formeg of prejudice they
are free, They have no religlous prejudice, because they
believe all the relizions were founded by God. They have no
politicel prejudice, for they know all khmanity are the
children of God. They have no racial prejudice, becauss
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they realize that in the sight of the Lord all are one, and
the purer the heart the nearer he is to the Source of all Good.
They entertsin no patriotic pride, for they are conscious of
the truth that this globe is one home, these countries one
country and it belongs to God. Their wings are not soiled
with water and e¢lay, thus they soar towards the sphere of
spiritual brotherhood, Their minds are not clogged with
dozmas and sacerdotal rites, consequently they have a keen
appreciation of all that the former thinkers and philosophers
nave contributed to the advancement of the world. Their
spirits are not asphyxiated with the gas of vain illusions and
superstitious phantoms, hence they are intoxicated with the
wine of the love of humanity, Their characters are moulded
in the school of Reality; thelir experiences are gained theough
the associations with all men, with every creed and thought.

Being convinced of the gemiineness of this Revelation,
notiing can sheke their faith, To them every philanthropic
movement is but a partial replica of the Principles of the
Bahal Cause, a faint echo of the resonant voice of the Teachings
of BAHA'B*LLAH, They hide not their faith, neither 8o they
dissimilate. Under all circunstances they are prouf to be
known as Bahsis amongst.their communities. They wear the
badge of their sincerity in their faces and behsaviors.

To be a Bahal is the greatest privilege and the most heavenly
honod, They display the utmost exertion to spread the Csuse
they ¢herish in their hearts. They pray every morhing snd w
whenever they can, fod thmy believe thoroughly in the efficacy
of prayer. They know that .of themselves they can jo nothing,
but with the sssistance of the Holy Spirit they can ascoomplish
all things. They have no leaders, and no one is appointed

as thelr suverior in the religious world. Like unto brothers
and sisters, they associate with each other, and consort with
all menkind with joy and fragrance. ' They are neither os-
tentatious nor pround. They are hunmble and meek, evanescent
ang contrite of heart. With manliness and truthfulness they
sonducet themselves, They 40 not swear noxr cupse, They do
not drink, and smoking is forbidden to the young, and dis~
couraged in the old. Thus the Bahais live a l1life of simpli-
¢ity and service to God and man, They must shine like unto
the stars, and live like unto the angels, They must be the
promoters of the Glad Tidings of the Kingdom of Peace, and the
Standard bearers of the Awmy of Righteousness, They must be
the embodiment of happiness and the true ensigns of love,

Today we do not see the Master., Sveral important
peoirle called on Him and -many gumes$ions were answered,
Mirza Mohsen, the son-in-law of the Beloved, and another De-
liever arrived from Haifa., They brought us very zood news,
In the afternoon we called on Mirza Abul Pazl and hsd a long

talk with hilm on tie meaning of certsin terms in the Hidden
Words.



Ramleh, Bgypt, October 9, 1913,
Bear Priends:

“The world of humanity has two wings, one the msle,
the other the female, When voth wings are reinforced with
the ssme impulse, the bird will be erabled to wing its flight
heavenward to the suwuumit of progress."

In the Bahal world the position of woman is unique
and unprecefiented, Through the Bevelation of BAHA'G'LLAH,
the wouen of the Bast have gained their right vosition in
society, and day by day they are advanceing along the paths
of yrogress and refinement.  They .iave scattered theilr csge
of confinement and isolation, and are freed Trom former
restrictions. Many schools with a modern curriculum are
springing up here and there, to teach the future mothers of
the Rast, We are in a transition period, when old Tules and
esteblished customs are put aside, and progressive ldeams are
planted in the hearts and uinds. The comBlete emancivation
of the women of the Bast will be realized tnroufh an evolu~
tionary process, step by step, and not by a radiesl revolu-
tion. The most iuaportant Bastern problem as regards women
and girls is their edquestion and tezining, so that they inay
fully realize the responsibility of their complete freedom
once they attgin it, A hasty, radical change would be

followed by chaos and dleorder, and no good would cotie out of
it.

The Western nations in 2 gencyal vay have a wrong
notion sbout the statusvof womsn in the East, becsuse some of
the prejudiced missionaries have depicted their conditions
in the blackest manner, For example, they have quoted the
flinsiest and uwost doubtful traditions of Islam tc show that
the infiuence of iohamned!s Teachings has degraded the women,
and has bturied them alive behind the serazlio and haremn.

"Women aye the whips of Satani" is a pre—~Islamic
adage, and was current amongst the Arabs before Mohammed was
ever born. O0r, "“When womén were oreated the Revil said to
her: !You are half my army, you have my confidence, I need

no better weapon,t?® There sre uany other statements such as{

these, quoted by the Ghristisn missionsries 10 demonstratv H
their venomous prejudice.

These misrepresentations-so bec¢louded the
nesven of fair judgment as to proumpt a ¢anon of the Ghurch
of England to declare: "So little did the Prorhet reckon of
women that she is never even nentioned in the Koran.!
An Bnglish authoress announced: "The Moslel does not even
attribute the possession of a soul to women," These allega—
tions are not only unjust, but cruel in thelr ¥reatuent, and
wmt the men of the Hast in a false. position.
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In reality there are meny ssyings of Mohammed, hoih
in the Koran and traditions, which prove the falsity of these
accusations. In order to impress His followers with the
sanctity and importance of the position of the Mother in the
comrunity, He hgath said: "The keys of Paradise are at your

motherts feetd" In the Xoran He eays: Yigsociate kindly
with women, for in them God hath placed abundant good."
e hath put tenderness and love between you.! These sayilgs

elesrly show that Mohammed never coimnanded the seclusion of
woxen, but on the contrary He enjoins upon His followers to
*sgsoclate with them,® Again, He says: "Phe hest men are
those who sre best to their wives and dzughters. The best
ioslems are those who best trest thelr wives.,® You will no
doubt be surprised to know thet Mohammed never couwmanded
womernl 1o wesr velils, Oon the contrary, He says: " A womsn
should not show but her face and hands." But, iater on,

tiie Mohammedsan dbriests and self seeking clergy rrevented
woumen from becoluing educated; as the ministers of the Chris-
tian ehurchee in medlaeval ages monopolized learning in the
convents, and spread abroad the wings of the woeful bird of
ignhorance and obscurantism. Another instance, which nore
clearly shows that the vell is a social oustom and not a
religious creed, is the following authnoritative story sbout
Hoheindied zsnd one of His zdherents: "When Al Moghersa 1Ibn
Sheba informed Mohammed that he was about to murry, He asked
him; ®did you see hex?! 'Yo,' wgs the mroply. The Prophel
then said: tYou must certainly see each other before you
meryy.' ¥ A new Teaching of Mohemmed, against whiech the Arabs
of the day were at first ihelined to revolt, is: "People!

Be humnble before God, Who h:zth created man and his wife of the
game soul,” Here is a declaration of perfect equality: *Ye
have rights over your wives, and your wives have rights over
you, " Indeed, an astonishing doctrine in that day and period.

, On the other hand, the ideal state of marriage has
been entirely lost in the Fast. It wey in the sizteenth
century when Sharani, who died in €¢airo, penned these iunper-—
ighable words: "¥e Sufls have entered into an engagement
1y espouse only one wife, and not to associate otlhers with her.
The nan who has only one wife is happy . « + .- A pure
hearted wife is a great happiness in the house, Ont how
often while I was weaving have I stolen a glance at my wife,
the mother of my son, sewing garments for the poor. D under—

svand then that I habe happiness in my house. Often she

opened her lardeyr and:distributed its ocontents to the poor.”
I have alrecady quoted from the Koran that Mohammes tamght that
men and women are endowed or created with the same soul.
~The following quatrain of Runi, the celebrated mystic noet,
makes this point still clearer:

*Love and itenderness are qualities of humanity,

Passion and lust are gualities of animsliity.

Woman is & ray of God, not a mere nistress,

The Grestor'’s Self, as 1t were, not a iere cresture."
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In conclusion, let me quote gnother verse from the

Koran, showing how hkohamied looked upon this matter: "Truly
the men who resipn themselves to God, and the women who resign
themselvew, and the devout men and the devout women, and the
men of truth and the women of truth, and the psatient and
humble, and who give alms and who fast and are chaste, men

g}women, and the e ang women who often remember God for

3884 prepared forgivemesss and a ‘rich reccmpense."”

"hose auptetions - and there are inmmersble others— will

show you most ceonclusively how the pure religion of Islam,
free frvom the accretions of the Ulemas, looks upon this rather
inportant matter. Yow, for many ages past the Easterm wouen
eould not enjoy any educational facilities; - but through the
blessings of the Teachings of BAHA!OILLAH they are beginning
to see the light, and come out of thelr hard incrusted shells,
The dark esges are behind; the centwury of light is ahead.

For theim there 1s no retrogression,. They are pushing for-
ward, Thoy are hungry for kuowledge. Their aintelligeuce is
gniekened, their susceptibilities are refined, thelxr pProgress
is assured, their future emanoipation is certain. Step by
step they climb the momntain of human rights and equality, ang
goon they will take possession of the -summit, Qnee they

have gained the highest altitude, they will stay there,

They will be in full command of the height, and enjoy the
fruits of their hard won victories. BAHA'QGILLAH is their
Supporter!  ABPBUL BARA is their @onfirmeri

Phis morning the Beloved came to our house snd
stayed for a few minutes. Then He went out with Mirza Ali
Akbar to see the new houses which he is going to rent for the
rest of the season., This shows that we umay stay here for a
few monthe longer. In the afternoon Mir Sayad Hogsein Afnan
departed for Caire, thus reducing the family of the Master;
bnut others may come next week from Haifa, Mrs. Isabel
Fraser geparted for Naples, and Bay return after a few days.
About 5 olclock the lisster sent for Haji Miaz, and getting into
a czrriage they drove toward the ses, and the Baloved coniing
out of the carriage stayed near the shore for nearly an hour,
Returning to the Viectoris Hotel, He sent for me. Mr. Atwood!s

daughter, Helen, 7 years old, waq brought in by diss Hiscock,
and the Master took her into his arus for a long tine,
ealling heyr “ay desr dsughter! I love you very nuch," ang
giving her soie MONey. Then He left the house. We Tolloweg
Hiia to the floor, and He bade us fzrewell. T was very hanpv
hecanse I saw Him today.

Ahmad Sohrsb,



Remleh, Egypt, October 10, 1515.

Deary Prisnds::

In this twentieth century,wman, from the time of his
birsh oo the time of his death,is subject to the influence of
four progressive degrees of human life: physical; intellec-
tugl; spiritual; celestial. )

As soon as the babe is born the wother suokles it
from the breast of kindness, nourishes it with the utmoss
tenderness, trains it with the greatest compassion, and spends
many sleepless and snxious nights wstehing over its orsdle.

Havirlg reached the stage of. childhood, she strives
to engrave upon the elean tablet of his nind the elementary
lessong of gincerity and honesty, and to illumine in the
chamber of his heart the lamps of the: refinement of Beelings
and spiritusl susgeptibilities. She wards off from his path
the vogsibilities of any danger, and supplies all his physical
needs. Before the child attains the age of maturity the
mother has done everything, putting forth energy and life to
cause his all-around material growth, Then the necessities
of his life are multiplied. He mist work personally for his
food, shelter and clothing, and eolve independently the three
cardinal problems of his physlical existence, namely, nutrition,
raproduction and production, Thus his physical iife is al-
ways fluctuating between health and sickness, joy and gorrow,
light and darkness, happiness and derressiorn. consequently,
in the physical life, no matter how perfect, there is no
stability and permanency.

His intellectusl life begins when he enters the
school and starts to learn the Drincinles of knowledge, and
later on assimilate the thoughts and ideals of the sages ard
wige wen. His mind is nourished through the lofty ideals
of ancient and modsrn philosophers. Hawing learned all that
he ought t® learn, he starts on his business or professional
career, and to a large degree contributes his.shsre to the
welfare of the sommunity, His wind becowes a store-house for
usgeful informztion, and his intellestual life is constantly
replenished through assoclation, and other peers of yrogress
become his eontemporaries. Katurally, « man of his accom—
plishments and att@annments in vastly superior to the dhysical
man,who lives only for the sakKe® of ehjoying material pleasures,

Going a step farther we ineet the spiritual nan, the
man whose spirit 1s sustained through the moral precepts,
ethical advices of the past Messages and Provhets. If a
man of this type live in accord with the besgt moral instruc—
tions he will influence the lives of many people, his heart
like unto 2z pure mirror refekects the rays of the Sun of the
Holy Spirit; he will guide his friends to the path of recti-~
tude and integrity, and thus become en exzupyle of purity and
virtue. This is why'din our contact with the wen of religions
and profeselions we often neet a truly grand, noble, spiritual
soul, whose words are comforting, and whose deeds are philsn-
thropie, In tenement houses and in social services of the
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large cities we find a body of men =nd women, awakened by a
sense of moral and spiritual responsibility, are devoting their
whole lives to the improvement of the awful conditions of the
slums and the poor who are dragged down by voverty and misery.
These peorle are not doing these things for any selfish pur-
pose, but because through their inner consciousness they are
siirred vy a feeling of pity and sympathy, hence they devote
their t:me to sueh a nobvle work, The Lord loves these ppopley
and greal reward is destined for them

The highest expression of man on this vnlanet in this

Age and in many ages to goue, ig celestialy, that is, to live
and act in accord with the Teacuings of BAHA'O'LLAH and be
steadifast in the love of ABDUL BAHA. The Principles of the
Religion of the BLESSED PERFECTION &dorn the spirit with the
highest attributes of the Xingdom of. Abha, illumine his heart
with the sun of the Love of God, make him a servant of the
world of huwnasnity, a standard bearer of Universal Peace, and
an orb shining from the hesven of righteousness. He forgets
hiumself and lives in the flow of the :Love of the True One, he
embraces gll mankind with an ineffable tenderness, and strives
day and night to serve his fellowmen. He becomes a herald
of the Supreme Concourse, and wins the good pleasure of the
Lord of Hosts, He will be attracted with the Pace of the
Beloved, and ilmmerse his whole being in the ocean of hwnility
and meexness, He will enlist hinself in the acrimy of hwnan
progress and the limitless advanceuent of the race.
Through his zeal he will sacrifice everything in the Path of
God, and quaff from the Chaldee of Bternal Life, This ig the
Most Glorious Bounty of the Age. This is the Bestowal of the
Banai Cycle, 'thig is the light that illumines every heart.
This is the Water that allzys évexy thirsty one. Tiilsg 14

the Divine Blixir that changes man intoe the likeness of the
Alnmi ghty °

Today we did not see the iMaster at all, He did not
lsave the house as He was not feelinz well. For the last
two or three days He hss veen mzfre“1n0 from 2 eold, but
toward the evening we heard that He is feeling better and we
will have the zreat joy of seeing Him tomorrow,

Several nackuges of the Natlonal Geographic Kags—
zine, mailed to me by our brother Mr. Wilhelm, have relieved
the gquietness of the Bastern life, and their flne uictures zre
interesting as well as instructive..

The &reatest Holy Leaf with Mirza Jalal and his wife,
left for Caire this evening, and may stsy there for a few
d&y S

Toward the evening we nassed by the hotel and enjoyed
a long talk with our American sisters and Mrs. Stainnard. They
are all delighted with their new experiences, especislly Mrs,
¥on Lilienthel and Mrs, Beede, No doubt they will write zbout
their visit to the Master to the New York friends.

Greeting and love to all.



Ramleh, Bgypt, October 11, 1913,
Bezy Priends:
True happiness is shared by those souls who Find
trneir faith anchored in ABDUL BAHA, their lives beconing the
serene expression of His sp aritual ideals, and their® hesrts
reflecting the artistic pictures of love, joy and peace.
The more we-are surrounded by the wministering zngels of His
heaven-like Presence, the greater will be the immortal con-
sciousness of gelif surrender. He ingpires our minds with
the pure reflections of the Glorious Beings, and ignites with
fdis Pivine ¥ire the lamps of our holy enthusiasm. His nag-
netie attraction draws us near unto :the throne of the Forgiving
Lord, and his humanistic qualities teach us the lesson of
Brotherhood. Po love Him is to serve mankind, to stand in
Hig Presence is to feel the Love of God, to hear His voice is
to listen to the harmonies of the Kingdom, ani to remagin firm
in the Cause is to grow and develop day dby fay. ours 1is
indeed a great privilege to have accepted this Revelstion,
and in owcex to become worthy of this privilege we must work
for the Cause, and flinging our comfort and rest to the winds,
we must arise to acquaeint with the Universal Principles those
who have not heard the iMessage before. Wnilst the Master
lives smongst us we have nho wmore important work thath the awak-

oning of souls and swmmoning the people to the Kingdom: of
Abha.

Praise be to God, that the believers of Auerica and

FPurope are all united and in one accoxd. They are not ste
tachied to any versonal tie, and are freed from dogmas and
tracitions, Their gresatesl desire is to serve the world

of nuwnanity and promote the confederation of mankind. They
are the noblest altrulsts of this or any other sge, ever
striving in the path of renunciation and sacrifice. Heaving -
no other selfish hope, they long for the day of the Milleniws,
constantly working for its realizalion. They are devoted
to the Cezuse of Peace and reconeiliation. It is hoped that
during this year they will with one voice and with one ulti-
mate purvose make an extraordinary forward movement, organize
meetings, invite souls to the ¢suse, teach { he people, =nd
cznse the Tree of BAHA'OG!LLAH to become sore fruitful. They
are assisted uninterruptedly with the cohorts of the Supreme
@oncourse, and the Angels of the Kingdom of Abha. They st
not 1sg vehind, but must swmmon others to sit around the
Bivine Table and partake of this spirdtusl food. The Csuse
of BAHA'Q!'LLAH is for the whole world, and not only for one
section to the exclusion of another. It is all~inclusive,
and ali the people shall taste this sweet water. If we do
not exert ourselves to inform others with the universality
and Tezchings of this Revelation, we are either spirituslly
selfish or unworthy. If we work To» the Cause without any
personal motive, undoubtedly our painstisking endeavor will be
erowned with success, and the Ble%"EQ Perfeotion will becone
pleaged with NS
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This morning the Master sent for me. Aftey..dicta—
ting a cablegram for Wew York, He told me that He had veen
unable to sleep all night, becsuse His nindg was the battle
ground for wmany conflieting thoughts of the Csuse. Later
on I wus ageln called to translate for Mrs. Feede, but it weas
only for a few minutes, beczuse the Beloved expressed a wish
to retire owing to the sleeplessndss of last night.

According to recent developments Mrs, Stamnard is
going to India later on in the season to join Mrs. Getsinger,
s0 she c¢slled on the Master in the afternoon and had a long
interview with nim,. In tie course of conversation, and in
answer 1o various aquestions the Reloved sald:

"The Princlples of the Bahsi fause zre the rure
seeds which we are sowing in the fertile ground. Unguestion-
ably many harvests shall be gathered. Baily these seeds are
sprouting, growing in size and verdancy, and scon they will
reach the stage of fruition. Rest thou assuned that gll thy
services in the fause will yield abundant results.. Yow vou
will go to Bombay, I am not going to give you any set rules,

* put let the Spirit and the requirements of the time and moment
guide you in your propagation of the Csuse. Bhere are uany
friends in India with whom you cen consult whenever you feel
the need of consultation. You may -stay in Bombay a8 long »s
you deem it necessary; then you iay go to another vart.
Pr:zise be to Godl 1tMou ard free, attached neither to husbard
nor son nor home ‘ife. Thou hsast consecrated all thy time
to the service of the world of huranity. Beliver your
addressges according to my speeches in America dnd Burope.

Let them be the foundation of all your public talks. To the
Indians say’ God 1s the Shepvhersd of all, and we are His
flogk. There are not uahny raoes, Trere is only one race,
Were you to look carefully, the Englishman is the Persisall,
the Persian is the American, the American is the Prench, the
Pre7ich is the Germah, etc. Bontt talk sbout politics.

Speak about the good work the English have done in Lgypil.

To the Persian Zorosstrians say+ Awakel Awakel for the
Sun of your Salvation heth arisen fxom the horizon of Persia,
Ere long the ancient glory of your native land shall retudrh,.
you will be honored amongst the nagtions of the earth.

Shake off your sleep! Ahure Magda hus come, sng He shzll
make this world a raradise, and its inhabitants the angels of
heaveni Be kind and consfiderate to all the religions and
sects, and show your genulne sympathy and respect toward all.
The siiritval youth snell inspire your heart. You a2re young.
Man alone may enjoy physlcal and spiritual youth, but the
donkey and the cow have only the former and are deprived of ™
the latter. The spiritual youth revives onelg.:ferse frowm -
heaven, and upbnilds one's character. It is the grest
3lixir thet changes the baser metals of human nature into



Piary Oct. 11, 1S1%, -5 -

precious, divine attributes of the Divine Wature.

To the Theosoyhists bey kind and conslderzte,
Thpy are readier to receive thisg Truth than isany other sects.
lake them understand that a young boy edusated in Oxford will
not become the Universsl Educator of mankind, One who is in
need of the knowledge of the Professors of a University will
not become the Manifestation of God, ehrist was not taught
vy any man, vet He was the Universal Bducator, BAHA!Q'LLAE
did not study, but His Knowledge was irrmeasuroeble. He becamns
the General Instructor of the world of humanzty. Even His
enemies testify to this fact. In short, associate with all
with joy and fragrance. The confirmations of the Kingdom
will encircle you 2t all times.™

Then after other matters had been dlscusesed, and
after drinking tea, we left the house. Together we called
orn Mirza Abul Pazl, and here we heard from him £ rost in-
sixuctive account of the migration of civiligation from one
country to an~ther, until now the Americans and Huropesns

have become the inheritors of the olad pioneers.

Ahnead Sohrab.



