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There are two Tablets each bearing the
name of Ahmad: one in Persian and the
other in Arabic. The latter is the one
used throughout the Baha'i world,
which the beloved Guardian
characterized as being imbued with a
special potency. Many Baha'is around
the world, recite the Tablet of Ahmad
(Arabic) when in times of difficulty or
grief.

As to the Ahmad in whose honour the
well-known Tablet is revealed, he was
born in Yazd (circa 1805) to a very
noble and rich family. His father and
uncles were the chieftains of the town,
but Ahmad even at the age of fourteen
showed a great inclination towards
mysticism and endeavoured to find
new paths to truth...

It was here in Kashan that the rumors

about One claiming to be the Promised
Qa'im were heard by him. Ceaseless in
his efforts and sincere in his search, he

asked many people in many different
ways. No one ever gave him a clue.
Then one day an unknown traveller
arrived in this town and stayed in the
same inn where Ahmad had
established his successful business. A
certain inner urge drew Ahmad close to
this unknown man. In their
conversation, the traveller was asked
about the already spreading rumour.
"Why do you ask this question?" he
inquired. "l want to know if it is true. If
it is, | shall follow it, with all my might,"
was Ahmad's rejoinder.

The traveller with a smile of triumph on
his face, instructed him to go to
Khurasan and find a certain famous
learned man called Mulla 'Abdu'l
Khalig who would tell him the whole
truth.

The very next day Ahmad was on his
way to the province of Khurasan. The
owners of the neighbouring shops
were very much surprised when they
did not find Ahmad at his work as
usual. "What passed between him and
the unknown traveller?" they asked

one another, and no one knew the
right answer.

Ahmad crossed deserts and mountains
on foot, and his heart overflowed with
joy and longing. Every step he took he
found himself nearer to the time when
all his efforts would yield the desired
fruits — his reunion with his Beloved in
the search of Whoso he spared no
effort and found no sacrifice too great.

He reached Mashhad, Khurasan,
exhausted and so ill that he had to stay
in bed. After two months' struggle to
overcome his weakness, he mustered
the last ounces of his strength and
courage and went directly to the door
of the desired house. Here are his own
words as related to his friends and
companions of those days: "When |
reached the house, | knocked at the
door and the servant of the house
came forth. Holding the door ajar, he
asked me, 'What do you want?' 'l must
see your Master,' | answered. The man
went back into the house and then the



Mulla himself came out. He admitted
me to his house and when we stood
face to face | explained to him all that
had happened to me. When | finished,
he at once grasped my arm and told
me, 'Do not say such things here!' and
he pushed me out of his house. There
was no end to my sorrows.
Heartbroken and utterly astounded |
said to myself, 'Are all my efforts in
vain? To whom shall | turn? Whom
shall | approach? ..... But | will never
leave this man. | will persist till such
time as he will open his heart to me
and will guide me to the right path of
God. It is incumbent upon the one who
searches to drain the bitter cup of
hardship.' The next morning | was at
the door of the same house. | knocked
harder than the previous day. This time
the Mulla himself came to the door
and the moment he opened it, | said, 'l
will not go away, | will not leave you
until you tell me the whole truth.' This

time he found me earnest and true. He
became sure that | had not been at his
door to spy or cause difficulties for him
and his friends.”

Ahmad was then instructed to attend
the evening prayers at a certain
mosque where the same Mulla led the
congregational prayers followed by a
long sermon. He was also told to follow
the Mulla after the sermon was over.
The next night Ahmad tried his utmost
to find the Mulla after the prayer and
the sermon, but crowds of people
surrounded him and Ahmad did not
have the slightest chance to even
approach him. The next day when the
two met again Ahmad was instructed
to go to another mosque at night and a
third person would be there to show
him the way. Accordingly Ahmad was at
the mosque at sunset and as promised,
after the evening prayers, a certain
person came to him and beckoned him
to follow. Without hesitation or fear
Ahmad followed. Now the three men
started to walk like shadows in the
darkness of the night, through narrow

and obscure lanes. Ahmad, a complete
stranger, never wavered nor faltered
nor fled. He took every step with great
determination and was ready for any
outcome.

At last they reached a certain house.
They knocked at the door very gently

and it was opened immediately. The
newcomers went in very quickly. They
passed through a covered passageway,
reached a small courtyard, climbed a
few steps and were at the door of an
upper chamber where a very dignified
figure was sitting. The Mulla
approached that revered personage
with great humility and absolute
reverence and courteously whispered;
"This is the man | told you about,"" and
indicated Ahmad, who had been
standing at the threshold with utter
respect and high expectation.
"Welcome. Please come in and be
seated," said the man. Ahmad then
entered the room and sat down on the
floor.



The host was no less a person than
Mulla Sadiq (Truthful), one of the early
believers during the Bab's ministry and
very distinguished for his erudition,
audacity and steadfastness. During
Baha'u'llah's ministry the same Mulla
Sadiq (Truthful) displayed such great
ardour and zeal that he was entitled
'Asdaq (the most truthful) by
Baha'u'llah.

Ahmad who for twenty-five years had
been wandering in the valleys of search
and had nowhere found even a drop to
qguench his thirst, now found a path to
the main spring. With parched lips and
an insatiable longing he drank in the
sweet scented stream of the verses of
God through His new Manifestation.
Three sessions were sufficient and he
embraced the Faith with all his heart
and soul. So elated, exalted and
overenthusiastic he looked, that [Mulla
Sadiq] exhorted him to return to his
family in Kashan and insisted that he
should not mention the Faith to the
people, not even to his own wife.

Those days were days of extreme
danger to the nascent Cause of God.
The few followers recruited from the
poor people of the world were forever
the targets of many atrocities. Even the
air was imbued with suspicion, spying
and slander. Therefore the friends had
to be very careful, lest the slightest
unwise deed or even a foolish word
would ignite a never-ending
conflagration that would consume the
believers in its flame. In Kashan,
Ahmad delighted in the friendship of
the only other Babi there, named Haji
Mirza Jani, who hosted the Bab as He
was passing through Kashan on His way
to Tehran. Ahmad’s eyes “fell on a face
the beauty of which surpassed heaven
and earth. A young Siyyid was sitting
with such meekness, grandeur and
majesty that one could not help but
behold the light of God in His
countenance.”

Soon the number of believers in
Kashan increased, which angered the
clergy who did their utmost to stop this
new Faith. The plundering, confiscating
and killing of Babis started in Kashan.
At one point, Ahmad was forced to
hide in a tower for 40 days, until finally
one dark night, Ahmad scaled the city
walls and fled to Baghdad where
Baha'u’llah was in exile and where he
knew Babis were gathering . Ahmad
stayed in Baghdad in a house next to
Baha'u’llah’s for six years. Ahmad
himself described those years with
these words: How innumerable, how
great and how immensely mighty were
the events of those years. Our nights
were filled with memorable episodes.
Joyful and at times sorrowful were our
experiences, yet beyond the power of
anyone to describe. Despite Ahmad'’s
immense desire to accompany
Baha'u’llah when He was banished to
Constantinople, Baha'u’llah asked him



to stay in Baghdad, teaching and
consolidating the Baha'i community
there. After a few years of painful
separation, Ahmad left his home again
and went on foot towards Adrianople,
where Baha'u’llah now lived: Ahmad
wanted nothing more than to be in
Baha'u’llah’s presence. When he got as
far as Constantinople, he received a
Tablet from Baha'u’llah, now well-
known as The Tablet of Ahmad. This
Tablet asked Ahmad to put an end to
his journey to visit Baha'u’llah, and to
instead help promote the principles
and teachings of the Baha'i Faith.
Ahmad described receiving the Tablet
in these words: | received the Tablet
[...] and reading it again and again, |
found out that my Beloved desired me
to go and teach His Cause. Therefore |
preferred obedience to visiting Him.
Can you imagine spending a lifetime
searching, of walking on foot for years
in a quest for Truth? Can you imagine

the joy of finding your Beloved and
attaining your heart’s desire? And can
you imagine being separated and apart
and then, when you're so close to
being in Their presence again, being
asked to journey in another direction
entirely? As Mr. Taherzadeh described
it, when Ahmad read this Tablet, he
surrendered his own will to Baha'u’llah
and, as requested of him, he travelled
throughout Persia, sharing the
Message of Baha'u’llah with the Babi
communities and with others whom he
met. This task was not easy, it was
arduous beyond description, and the
path Ahmad pursued was filled with
hardship. Nevertheless, he came to
embody the words revealed in his
Tablet, which Mr. Taherzadeh describes
as “a charter setting out the
requirements of faith and servitude”
Mr. Faizi writes:

Such persistence, undaunted spirit,
tenacity and steadfastness as his are

hardly to be found in any annals of the
Cause. Over the years, Ahmad travelled
over 17,000 kilometres, often on foot,
in search of his Beloved and in service
to his Beloved; he crossed deserts and
mountains with a heart that
overflowed with joy and longing. Mr.
Faizi writes: Every step he took he
found himself nearer to the time when
all his efforts would yield the desired
fruits — his reunion with his Beloved in
the search of Whose presence he
spared no effort and found no sacrifice
too great. It is believed that Ahmad
lived to the age of 110, and at the
Wilmette International Conference in
1953, his grandson Jamal handed the
original Tablet to Jinab-i-Varqga, the
Guardian’s representative at that
conference. The Tablet is now kept in
the U.S. National Baha'i Archives.
It is highly recommend to read more in
Adib Taherzadeh'’s book

Vol. 2 or in Mr. Faizi’s



account as there are many more facets
and amazing details to Ahmad'’s story.

“...The language and content of the
Tablet are nuanced and interrelated,
with references to core Babi and Baha'i
hermeneutics. It announces the station
of the Bab as "the King of the
Messengers," and that of Baha'u'llah as
"that Most Great Beauty, foretold in
the Books of the Messengers," and the
"Tree of Life that bringeth forth the
fruits of God", which echoes the book
of Revelation, 22:1-2. The four states
mentioned as suitable for responding
to the message of God, which lead to
recognition of God's Messengers, are
described as: sincerity, belief in the
divine unity (one God), severance, and
love. The freedom of individual
conscience is reinforced in the pursuit
of God and His Messengers, while
obedience to the ordinances of God is

enjoined, and that the truth of every
command God ordains in these
directives will be tested in one's life.

Baha'u'llah then refers to His own
tribulations and calls on Ahmad to rely
upon God and to be steadfast in his
love in times of difficulty and
persecution. Baha'u'llah calls on
Ahmad to "be thou as a flame of fire to
My enemies," and "a river of life
eternal to My loved ones" in response
to his own suffering from the
superstitions and oppression of others.
The "flame of fire" refers to being
steadfast in the truth, and unassailable
as a flame, in the face of difficulties
caused by others, while the "river of
life" refers to becoming a source of
inspiration, guidance, and edification to
those who believe in the message of
unity. The Tablet appears to revolve
around the theme of transforming
suffering into these virtuous qualities,
symbolized as "fire" and "light", and

"the fruits of God." Baha'u'llah
concludes the Tablet by enjoining
Ahmad to "learn well" the lessons
contained in the Tablet and not to
withhold himself from their benefit.
The special role of sincerity in life is
disclosed in the text, not only as a
condition for recognition of the
"nearness of God," but as the condition
that leads to the relief of sadness and
the resolution of difficulties. The Tablet
can be seen as the outline of
Baha'u'llah's theodicy, and is,
therefore, used as a guide in times of
personal trial to align one's inner life
with the truths that "will be tested" in
the process of turning "fire" of
personal suffering into "light."

Brief selection from: “A Flame of Fire”
The Story of the Tablet of Ahmad
By Abu'l-Qasim Faizi

Published in "Conqueror of Hearts"



https://bahai-library.com/author/Abu'l-Qasim+Faizi
http://bahai-library.com/faizi_conqueror_hearts

He is the King, the All-Knowing, the
Wise!

Lo, the Nightingale of Paradise
singeth upon the twigs of the Tree of
Eternity, with holy and sweet
melodies, proclaiming to the sincere
ones the glad tidings of the nearness
of God,

Calling the believers in the Divine
Unity to the court of the Presence of
the Generous One,

Informing the severed ones of the
message which hath been revealed
by God, the King, the Glorious, the
Peerless, guiding the lovers to the
seat of sanctity and to this
resplendent Beauty.
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Verily this is that Most Great
Beauty, foretold in the Books of
the Messengers, through
Whom truth shall be
distinguished from error and
the wisdom of every command
shall be tested.

Verily He is the Tree of Life that
bringeth forth the fruits of God,
the Exalted, the Powerful, the
Great.

O Ahmad! Bear thou witness
that verily He is God and there
is no God but Him, the King, the
Protector, the Incomparable,
the Omnipotent.

And that the One Whom He
hath sent forth by the name of
‘Ali was the true One from God,

to Whose commands we are all
conforming.
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Say: O people be obedient to the
ordinances of God, which have
been enjoined in the Bayan by the
Glorious, the Wise One.

Verily He is the King of the
Messengers and His Book is the
Mother Book did ye but know.

Thus doth the Nightingale utter
His call unto you from this prison.
He hath but to deliver this clear
message.

Whosoever desireth, let him turn
aside from this counsel and
whosoever desireth let him
choose the path to his Lord.

O people, if ye deny these verses,
by what proof have ye believed in
God? Produce it, O assemblage of
false ones.
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Nay, by the One in Whose hand
is my soul, they are not, and
never shall be able to do this,
even should they combine to
assist one another.

O Ahmad! Forget not My
Bounties while | am absent.
Remember My days during thy
days, and My distress and
banishment in this remote
prison.

And be thou so steadfast in My
love that thy heart shall not
waver, even if the swords of the
enemies rain blows upon thee
and all the heavens and the
earth arise against thee.

Be thou as a flame of fire to My
enemies and a river of life
eternal to My loved ones, and
be not of those who doubit.
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And if thou art overtaken by
affliction in My path, or
degradation for My sake, be not
thou troubled thereby.

Rely upon God, thy God and the
Lord of thy fathers.

For the people are wandering in
the paths of delusion, bereft of
discernment to see God with
their own eyes, or hear His
Melody with their own ears.

Thus have We found them, as
thou also dost witness.

Thus have their superstitions
become veils between them
and their own hearts and kept
them from the path of God, the
Exalted, the Great.
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Be thou assured in thyself that
verily, he who turns away from
this Beauty hath also turned
away from the Messengers of
the past and showeth pride
towards God from all eternity to
all eternity.

Learn well this Tablet, O

Ahmad. Chant it during thy days
and withhold not thyself
therefrom. For verily, God hath
ordained for the one who
chants it, the reward of a
hundred martyrs and a service
in both worlds.

These favors have We bestowed
upon thee as a bounty on Our
part and a mercy from Our
presence, that thou mayest be
of those who are grateful.
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By God! Should one who is in
affliction or grief read this
Tablet with absolute sincerity,
God will dispel his sadness,
solve his difficulties and
remove his afflictions.

Verily, He is the Merciful, the
Compassionate. Praise be to

God, the Lord of all the worlds.
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