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n I SOME DEEPER ASPE 
I OF THE WAR, 

.- 

I IVISI-1 to speak to-night on the deeper realities of the 
Gred War and dram a standpoint that requires at1 effort 1 of imagination on your part. f t  is just because all our 

I thoughts and f&lings we focussed upom externds, upon the 
terrible happenings n o r  transpiring within the rwp of human 
vision, that it is so essef l t id  we sbatsid look at the na&ei&rlyhg 

- I aspects of the War, rather thaa concentrate our entire atten- 
tim upon outward eycatr;, Everywhere, amoagst a3i clasms, ' 

f 
Is head the esastmt query whether there i s  not some great 
design working itself wt behind the pesent ebaos. Is t b m  
a sinister pnzprse or sane great beneficent plan @d?p 

I mfoMiog itself T This idea is becoming wora and mare 

i 
exp&ed* One Ands the earns thought ia dl countries a d  

-9 races. What lies kb ind  this greht upheaval ? %%at d m  
i t  stand for ? What will be its ultimate outcome T 

j I n  spite of the sorrows, troubles and perplexities of the 
t prescnt time, there seems inherent in the fibre of human 
i consciousness the intuitive belief that behind alI this weleer 

some great purpose is being evolved, that oat -of the world 
I war  ill come a better and happier era for mankind. If we 

4 Book back into history, whether secular or biblical, we find 
from thq earliest days the instinctive belief is found that 

f some time, somehow, a point in human history wouid be 

! reached when warfare shou!rl cease, and a lasting peace 

i become established. The idea has gradually developed that 
i this period would be prefaced by a world uphea-ad, greater 

than humanity had ever known. 

i 



Since the present War commenced many forr;casts have 
been made. Some of these praphecics are undoubtedly of 
modern origin, of no particular vdue, but ottim do unboubt- 
edly date b c k  many years, and in some ways carry out the " 

idea that human thought h a  pierced forward from quite 
early days to rs period of Aro~ageddon such ss now iar here. 

X should like to speak of some prophecies with which X 
have been familiar for many years-prophecies currant in the 
Near and Middle East, "dark sayings" they are callad, 
which have passed down from father to son, from generation 
to generation, but are rarely written or published. 

One of these is to the effect that when a Constantine 
should again be King or Emperor in Europe, and marry a 
Sophia, a new age would dawn and Chri~tisrnity return t o  
Constantinople. And now we know that the present King of 
Greece is named Constantine, and his wife is Queen Sophia. 

Then there is the curious old tradition in Constantinopts 
referring to the seventh gate in the Emperor Gonstanriae's 
seswdl at Stamboul. Upon this gate is written in Latin, 
"Jesus Christ conquers." This is said to be the only 
Christian symbof left by the Moslems in ConstantinopIa 
The prophecy states that a day will dawn when Christianity 
will return to Constantinople, "and Christ shall ride in 
triumph through the seventh gate in Constantine's great wall," 

Another curious forecast connected with Constantinople 
was that a day will come when the walls and dome of San 
Sophia, the Mosque, will crack, and then the doom of the 
Ottoman Empire in Europe will be at hand. During the last 
few years the walls of the mosque have been cracking to such 
an extent that it is a question whether the whole edlfice can 
last much longer lqithout crun~bling to pieces. 

There is a " dark saying ' not nluch k1'77wn in.the West, 
but often heard in the Ea-;tans, to the effect thnt a time 
would come when the White Pope and Black Pope (as the 

J 
I head of the Jesuit Order is called) would die daring tha 
, same night, and following this sign would dawn what is &led 

the c L  Great White Day." It is a strange coincidsnce thaf - 

I ,  
I both Pogo Pius X. and the head of the Jesuit 0rderi shouId 

have died within two hours of each other quite recently. %b 
I 

fast action sf the Pope was to send his blessing to the head d 1 tks Jesuit Order* Tl~rough all these sayings rum the same 

I thought, that a Great White Dawn, or an era of peace, would 
foilow a time when signs and wanders would be manifest ; 

I and many prophecies state that this White Dawn wou!d be 
1 heralded by a world-wide war, 
I The Persian prophet Baha'u'llah, who died in ~ S g e ,  
i 
1 a b u t  abom we are now hearing so much in this country, ic 
I 1868 sent his famous letters to the crowned heads of Europe, 
i calling upon them to lay down their armr, and bring about 

i international peace through arbitration, in or&r to prevent 
,kmageddon. He  is said to have foretold the downfall of 

1 
f the Ottoman Empire, and the French Ernpire; the upri&ag 

i of the Teuton hegemony, the ultimate dowofall of the 
German Empire at a time when the Rhine would mn red 
Sth blood ; and &ally, he foresaw the coming of the " most 

I great Peace." 
" These ruinous wars, these fruitless strifes must cease. 

Let not a man glory in this, that he loves his country ; 
Let him rather glory in this, that he loves his kind." 

i ";aha'u'llahls prophecies are being fulfilled before our eyes. 
Then there is the Siavonic saying, knowti thoughout 

1 Russia, that a time-~vould arrive when the gfeat White Eagle 
would stretch out its wings, and the sign of this event would 
be the opening of the gates of the North aud of the South, 

I "Then will dawn new light, new illumination, throughout the 
world ! " The White Eagle naturally refers to Rassia. 

If we turn to the prophecies of Garnier, Russell, and the 
\ Edgars, whose books were published at the end of last 
, 



century stid the beginning of this, we find curious propbecia 
baeed upon symbalic measurements taken within the Great 
Pyramid, In Messrs. Edgars' book on the Pyramids, the 
c L  Ioosing of the devil and end of the age of the Gentiles," is 
fixed for the autumn of 1914. A new, spiritual era is ta 
follow a period of warld chaos. 

There are aIso maay monkish prophecies, h i d e s  that OF 
G~oohanne~Sl" referring to a fqure period when a great devas- 
tating war would be followed by a new age of peace and joy. 

The question now arises whether the present War is the 
one so long foreseen, ar have we still to await its advent 7 

Waif the world is already fighting-Russia, Germany, 
Pranx, &stria, Turkey, Servih and Great Britain. These 
countries represent just over half the earth area of the world, 
and nearly half the world's populrpeion, so far aa can ber 
estimated, belong to belligerent nations. Over fifteen million 
men are either armed or arming in Europe dose! The 
estimated cmt of the present War is As per soldier per day, 
sa that an expenditure of, say, R;rg,ooo,ooo per b q  is: k i n g  
=undertaken for the direct purposes c-f the WarL&" As tha War 
fooks like spreadkg further, there is surely every reson for 
believing that this is the final great struggle, which, according 
to prophecy and belief, is to precede the coning of a ne:? 
world-era. 

I f  this be so, and 1 for one believe it is, there are three 
questions which suggest themselves. The first is : What rue 
the underlying causes fa:: Armageddon 7 The second : Are 
we to attribute it to the Hand of God or to the hand of man ;2 

And the third question is : What does it portend fox each 
race, nation, and individual ? 

These are three questions with which I can only hope to 
deal in a summary fashion, Some furthez opportunity may 
arise for dealing with then1 at greater length, Before taking 
them up I should like to refer to three orders of beings who 

could probably give mtiefastory replies to these questions. 
>% Finn, the Prophets or Masellgerr of Gad, r h o  haye app~ared 

% from time to time in the world's history. The last of these, 
BaksJu'l!ah, died in exile and prison at Ama in 1891, !eaving 
bh iad  him a book of lam (KifaB a' A h ) ,  written with tk% 
express purpose d helping forwmd the smid, religious, ant3 
sconomia recsnartavetlan which he f o r e m  wmld follow the 
present peat conflict. In Bsha'u'llah's writings, many of 
which have not ye? been translated, will be found answers to 
the questions I have propounded. 

Then there arc the Seers, those who have trained them- . - -  selves by purity and self-control to iook beyond the normal 
range of burnan vision. They are to be found especially h 
rtk East, teachicg their own students, but very rarely spilk- 
k g  openly. Their message is usuillly given to the s m 9  
bodies of men and sometim5s women whom they are training 
fox specid work. The seers might well nke for their mutt@ 
that vo~derfilf saying in the Upanhkds, "The in6z;ite is tbe 

f h~dkatet.." 
Then we come to a third order of beings-the Visionwries*; 

6 those who have developed to some extent the power of clsir- 
voyant vision, and can ~ a t c h  the shadows cast by events 
before their arrival, and warn their fellow-men of tire times to 

I be. People look down upon the visionary, and seem to 
think that his message is not worth listening to, because ha 
dreams dreams and sees visions, wbich he finds it difficult t e  
interpret, or which he attempts to iaterpxet and interprets 
wrongly. Yet let us remember that "where there is :lo vision, 
there the nation perisheth." The visioilary might well take 
for his motto the words of Swedenborg-himself a visionary 
of the first order-" Thought from the eye closes up the 
understanding ; but thought from the understanding (i.c., the 
inner vision) opens the eye." 

I t  is from the point of view of the visionary that I want 



to answer if possible these three questions. It seems to me 
essential that those who feel they have a message fix their 
feitow-men should give it now, especiallyjhe uisionary, be- 
cause he sari help those who cannot see quite so far through . 
this valley of darkness, to discern the light, which is beyond 
fhs shadow of present wwld-evenes. 

What are the underlying causes for Armageddon as 3w-i 

by the visionary t + 
Let me speak as one who has for n1:ianp pears watched the 

oncoming radiance of a new spiritual wave descending tu- 
wards the world of men and women from higher and invisible 
spheres. We visior~aries have seen the forces of dzirirness in 
human nature rising to meet this great regenerating influenca, 
or breath of God, The attempt to engulf the descent of the 
Holy Spirit has produced a great conflict, which has taken 
glace just beyond the range of normal vision. This conflict 
in the air, between the faces of light wand the forces of &rk- 
ness has been going on for many years past, and we have felt 
sure that a time must come when the conflict would Be re- 
flected and manifested outwardly in the human world. The 
present stale of world-affairs has come from the opposition of 
hutnar~ thinking to the fresh outpouring of the Christ spirit. 
Et is caused to some extent by the blank materialism of the 
age in which we live, and the mental conflict is one which has 
only just begun to affect us individually. The first external 
effect of the astral Armageddon is the present world War. I t  ' 

is very diftic~lt to put into intelligible language how this 
struggle appears to the visionary-it is almost impossible. 
Picture to yourself, if you can, the descent of greet waves of 
light, " the fires of God's breathing," and then the darkness, 
symbolic of mankind's sensualism and ignorance, rising up to k" 

.' prevent :he manifestation of that light. = I~ --% 

Many people attempt to place the responsibility for the 
War upon God-they say it is the " wrath of God" that bas 

. produced it. This is a theory to be strongly combated. 
% 

9 

iVhex8 you find the erpresrtion, " wrath sf God," used in 
the UZJV Testament,-a more correct transktion of the origin& 
Greek words would be " spiritual urge " or " Srearh " of God. 
As in Wo~ans i. 18 : "'For the spiritual urge or breath of 
God is revealed from heaven against the 'evil, doers who 
through iniquity sngp,.ess the tmtb." (Also 5ce Ephesinn: 
v. 5.) This urge of God is nov upon us, and to the visionary 

* i it appears as a great white light ; it is referred to in prophecy 
as the new dawn. We must try to realize, if we can, that 
Gad can nerex send war nr tribulation. He sends to His 

'i children Life, Love, Truth, Joy, and Peace. It is our opposi- 
tion to the conling of these waves or successive Divine out- 

, bre~rbings which creates obstacles . s a n d  causes conflict md 
tribulation. 

-?-.a@ * * 44 X * 9 dC * 
Xs God or man responsible for Armageddon ? 
S~~reiy we can see, looking back into history, thet man 

himself bas brought about the present state al affairs-ha 
alone is responsible for what i s  now taking place. All nation8 
that look upon brute force as worthy of worship must share 
the blame for Lhe situation whi& has led to the present crisis, 
Germany is accused by rts of being responsible for the prcsat  

-- . War, and we know, judging by recent events, that to some 
- 5 extent this is a fact,-superficially it would appear thzt Ger- 

many has plunged the wodd into war. But if we look into 
the history aE the last few centuries we shall find that nearly 
al! the cornntries of Europe ars responsible, among them Great 
Britain, and therefare they must all share the responsibility 
f ~ r  the situation now developing. 

I rernembar hearing in Egypt a story to!d by a Sheikh at 
the expense of Great Britain and her position as a world 
power, which is perhaps rather interesting just now. The 

-Sheikh spoke in parable, and this is what he said :-"A 
traveller walking through the streets of a town came across a 



house with its windows broken snd its 6oor.s askew. Inside 
the house everything was in turmoil. He went into the  
house, and finding !he owner, said to him, 'Your house 
requires putting in order, it is full of disorder. Mag 1 calf my + 

servants rod put things straight for you ;P ' Tbe owner of the 
house accepted the offer, so the traveller then called in his 
attendants and set the house in order, Waving done this, he- 
built a hut in the garden outside the house, and turning ts 
the owner: said, ' This i s  a very nice house ; now it has been 
aprk~g-cleaned it is in beautifill order, and 1 and my servants 
will inhabit i t ;  you can go into the hut and live there, but 
L will take possession of your house and administer it in my 
own way and for my own ends.'" 

This is the oriental idea of the way in which G~eat Britain 
has become possessed of her colonies and dependencies, often 
the result of aggressive warfare with peoples smaller thaa her- 
self. We must remember that Germany is to a large extent 
only attempting to copy Great Britain-although in so doing 
she is not using our methods, but employing more bmhl 
methods of her o m .  We cannot afford to throw stones, but 
as a nation should endeavour to cultivate a little humility, 

Great Britain is at last fighting a war f ~ r  high principle, 
and she and her Allies d l  in the end certainly prove \<c- 
torious. We must ask ourselves at the present time, What 
dms this great conflict portend for the individual, what can 
we learn from it ? 

If we really 20 stand at the most remarkable point in the  
world's history, how is it going to a&et us ? 

While so many pmps-human and material-art: falling 
away on all sides, let me express my c~nviction that surely 
the first lesson we urgently need to learn as individuais is not 
to continue to seek satisiaciion in outward events and activi- 
ties. Otherwise our lives will be barren of all true spiritual 
achievement. The visionary sees a great light waiting t o  

dam mi#Rin fh individmi ro~sn'o~~sp~css, tapping, 8o t9 
at the threshotd of the mind of each unit c9f the ta.ee--ra;od B& 

; edla upon his fellowa to rise up rrad opa the doom of their 
: inner being to let in the illumination that will bring peace and 
h awe reward. If we do not become centres of light a d  ' p?ac,co rriti.iin oGieives we emnot expct that tbiar WQPM 

i3.n-iqeddoa will come to a satisfactory or s p d y  coaclusim 
- Light mtrst dawn within the individual hefore it can dam 

within thz nation. ''Turn thy sight unto thyself," says Bah.ial- 
u'llah, "an2 thou wiit 5ad ME standing within thee, power- 
ful, mighty, md supreme ! " !Ye should lesrn to knov t b 8  
Life is indestructible, deathless, that it can only widen until it 
grQws into the universal. As we read the casualty lists in the 
papers, and endeavour to console those who have lost friends 
md relatives, let us try to turn their thozlght and the kbwgbt 

~ , o E  the world away from the belief in death to the unde-d- 
c. 
qng that in God's universe there i s  no deplth ! 

Y + a c * .& t4 w 

Same rngntha kfore the Wgt,  working in those avenues 
Iesding from this realm rrf conscioussess to tbe next+ X 
wdched peprations being made on srll aides fss the transi- 
tion of an unusually large number of souls. I asked why 
pteparatiozas on such an extensive scale were taking place, 
and was told that much larger numbers than usual were about 
to pass out into the wider life, nlecessitating special efforts on 
the part of those who stand at the portals of the next state of 
being. Z was given to u~derstand that light ~ n r l  help wouki 
be needed far many thoussnds now hslried from the material 
world through war. The visionary asserts it to be a fact that 
the veils between this state of consciousness and the next are  
being dissipated, and that the day is not so far off when they 
kill for ever disappear. A new dawn is coming nearer and 

- +nearer to us, braking down barriers and making it easier for 
';, humanity to pass from one stage of life into the next, 



~ f "  I 

fP I : t 3  

Remember that the conditions of so-called death are b 1 .  of eAe stern trials with which we are surrounded lamt b 
coming more haltnoniuus than ever in world history, We 

> 

fought. Vie, should cultivate imaginatiorr a& the p?fder 
axe liable to be discouraged, to feel thare is THJ little ape can z virion, so that we may feel md h o w  there ia coming tow& 
do as individuals, but our tiroughts asad pray-.& *-a cru~ aceom- A? humanity, beyond this piesent wmr w "Grerrt Wbite Dam," * 2 %  
plish more than we know or reaiizff. T h m k ~  bold 0x1 to 1 RUlim, if YOU can, th8t tb. Ugbt b Jrrrdg withi. YOU, not 
the thought thar there is no d ~ h - t h a t  Gfe is CdesmctiM6, 

- F -- outside, mil you East S$ek $92 %he Eng&rn 9$2't&i13, 

and tllae we are indeed su:~cfunded by the omnipteacia af- 4'- % Greae Britain is  Iening mmp kmns from the 'flm* 
Dlvina love. there i s  great hope for the futzue when we see that so mncb 

The Lord 13uddha ~ 3 7 3 ,  " TO make m end of selfishesr has rrlredy k e n  taken to heart. We have discovered that irP 
is true happiness. Tile greatest joy is to subdue the selfish the r'nce of a national emergency Party Government i s  not 
thought cE I, 1, raalizc fkc God wiirJia." The Meran teh us P enough ; nli the brains of ;be best men a m  requited, @ o~ 

? 
that those who trust in Allah, the central life, which wonder- we see members trP the Opposition ~ ~ p e m t i n g  with the w~ 
fa1 to relate, is always waiting to bccorno zeflscted within us, i: in parer for ithe cvrying on of pvmrnsnt. Bymd-be 
will be helped by Ailah, and n.>:hing shait conquer them. sleepy men will wake up to the fact that from re 

The Seer calls upon each one rtf us to pull up the blinds ceonamic standpoint it will be wiser to ass the who& of our 
in order that the light tnay illumine the secret recesses of o u  brain-power rather than a part. Thh will be dona by giw 
j;l%ing. Then, and then alone, shall we discover t b t  tbe women the vote on the am terns a% it is Lld by mm, 
gr&l cup containing the elixir of life md joy is already in om - EasS6t diplomacy, which W, ail1 bP pul elam- 
possession, arid our thirst can be for ever tl,amcb&, It or&? of the ~ext wat. I& 
remains for us to take advantage of the evt?~-pn%eht+ &I- ; & W ~ k ; r , o n a t n d ~ m d  I3ernmdes of t&# 
pwet fu l  solvent, and apply it to the destruction of meq wwld ise  up and insist t b t  there rhd4 be no m m  aatfwfer. 
manner of discord, sorrow and disease. XIldeed, this War is waged in order that wari&re shill1 for ever 

l ife must not ailow ourselves to become discouraged, for cease. 

the dawn is near to each if we will but lift our visic-n to it. # 91. # *. .# % + Q 

Remember the oid story about the Devil. One day he held There are two great evils in the world acw rising to the 
a saie of his tools, They were marked with the names of all surface-rising, I believe, in order that they m8y be destroyed. 
the evils of mankind-Lust, IIatredLFear, Selfishness, and so One Is the evil of war, about which we have just been speak- 
forth, Apart from all the rest was a smdl wedge-shaped ing; the other is sex vice, which at war-time shows itself most 
instrument, priced at double the value of the others. Tne openly. Men have been working through many generations 
name of this tool was Discouragement. When asked why he to legislate ir, a way that will bring about an end to this 
valued it so much higher than any other, the Devil replied, ,awful sconrge. But they have failed. It must be left to the 

/' +I Because no one knows it belongs to me, and with that tool instinctive methods of woman's intuition to combat this evil 
P can enter the minds of my victims ; once inside I can rise -an evil greater than we realize owing to r'le conspiracy of 
asy of the others that I like." Discouragement in the face silence with which it  is purposely surrounded, The time has 



I 

come to speak openly. I see the awful conditions in the 
I 

mental atmosphere around us resulting from this terrible evil, , 

F' 
conditions that are keeping back the wmie of the great light, 

I ~tfrat is to regenerate the world, Women realize that stcuva- 
tion wages and sweating labour also play their part in B s  
enqoursgement of this social evil. 

Therefore the time must come when men will alrow the 
wider, purer vision of women t.o deal with this question. It 
cannot be satisfactorily handled till womm stand side by side 
with men as their political equals. Women are doing theit 

c duty bravely at the present hour, remaining at their pasts, 
helping to fight for the right, and they deserve batter treat- 
ment at the hands of those who hold political authprity. 
Remember we can each do something by purifying our own 
thought to raise the standard of the racial thought concerning 
ithe sexual problem. 

* * * * * * t t 

Looking out upan the world from this standpint one 
sees light particularly focussed on P01md and the Slavoaic 
w e .  I am amongst those who believe that the breath of 
Cod d l  be reflected by Russia and thEugh the Slav& 
There is a fear in this country that there will be a war, follow- 
ing the present War, when Western Europe will fight against 
the Slavs. This is entirely unlikely, Our fear of the Russian 
people is based upon lack of knowledge regarding the 
Russian character, which is opposite in almost every particular- 
t o  the character of the Teuton. The Russian people hsve 

" passed through a time of crucifixion ; her men and women 
are now rising imbued with a new spirit; fighting not only 
the enemies without their borders, but those within-the 
autccratic government, which they see has to a large exteat 
been inspired by Germany. It is marvellous to see how 
Russia has dealt with the drink problem in so short a time. 
The revenue derived from the taxation of spirits in ltussia is 

- - - - - -- - -,*-- - - --- 
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d i m a t &  at ovex eighty miUisnr &ding pa mx~um I Thk 
revenue has disppared in order %hat the p p b  may b m a  
saber, and rise ia development, An Eagiish Chmeellar of 
tbe Exchequer some fifty years &go wry much shocked the 
Hauae s f  Commons by r~ying tW Grmt Britain pwbdidf; 
drank herself out of debt, That ig  m lwger me of G i i  
Britain, but up is this moamt it hm been true of ~d- ' 

the drink evil bas held Russia back from her natural aaolu&& 
Now at one blow she bas sacrificed the reoenw Pmm that 
tzafic, Better conditions for the masses and freedom fur b$e 

Z subject races within her borders are ideals Rasrirr taw- 
herself tc fulfil. we see what a n  be accornplishecl &$ +$. ) people inspird by a great light, shining from withi 
souls rather than from without. Let then our fear of I disappear. 

C * * i * Y * * a 
Turning to another aspect of-thie War, we must be pr& 

pared for great cataclysms and treirmia distu~bmcm to follow 
in its wake, Turn away in th~ught  h m  &I that c m  
3ou f a r  or anxiety, md realize that the spirit within wi l l  
ezxy you tbraugh, and give you that ''peace which p e t h  
nnderstanding," Keep faith with yourself arid with your 
fellow-meo, knowing that a new faith and a nev err ie to 

i k -  come. Look out towards Poland, knowing that to some 
\ extent the Slav child-soul is destined to bring illumination to 

us all. Let us remember ti-iat before we arc through with 1 this War we have to fight against brute ( m e .  rmtrialirm, 
sensualism, within our own borders, as we11 .as against the 
enemy outside. The final struggle will be within, Tho 
point I mish to emphasize most strongly is, that although this 

, struggle may continxe for years, a!though we may all be in- 
vo!ved in terrib'ic times of tribulation, yet beyond it all there 
is the certainty that we approach the advent of a new time. 
Within our lifetime is coming a period of illumination far 

f 
8 .  1 

I 



- , . 
"-- ,' greater than anything the vorld has seen before ; it is corning 

through women particularly, but men also. Women and 
men must go forward together, working hgrmonisssly for the ' 

common veal. During the next fey years 1 mticipate that ; 
it will be possible to watch the spreading of the dawn for 
which the world has waited throughout all time. It wili 
beetma a reality within our own msciousners. kt w help 
fm~md the b e  by turning away from seeking ~;~~tis&ctioo 
in outward things, and realizing the God within, Then 
m y b e  the time is not so far distant when " God shall wipe 
rmy a11 tears from our eyes; and there shall be no more 
&th, neither sorrow nor crying ; neither shall there be asy 
&om pain, for the former things arc passed away." 

&*# 

. . - 
crr~u~ttrrcnfs at week-cnrlr. Corr~s$ot~de;~~sc sAoirld k sdd,zszed 
to hiitz at I, Royal P 2 ~ 4  Cmsccrtf, Eristoi. 
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