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become ill they do not refer to a doctor: they say, Let him eat 

whatever he liltes, etc., (when he is ill ) 

oct. 24, 1920. At the Tomb of the Bab, Mt. Carmel 

There are many collective forces in the 



Copy of a letter frau Mrs.Harlan "F. Obcr . Written Sept. 1920. 

--------------
On ](ay 6,1920 at luraoheoa the Blessed )laster gaTe us the 

f'olloffing tal.¥::·· ct:"",,{ 
"I hope that God willing, there shall be ma.ny suoh ta.bles laid.,s:r 

tha.t the Gra.ce of. Hia Holiness Baha'o'llah might be parta.ken of. " 
"These are good gather1aga the like of wfiioh is Dot found in 

the .orld of €xiatence,because all the gatherlaga("1fferel"lt) are 
of this physieal world,while this oae belongs ·to the.orid of 
Di..,il1ity. 

"All the gatheriRga that are formeci a.re based on oertaia 
interest •• but this gathering ha.snoobject except the Di'f'1ne LOT0. 
I hope that just as we haTe .cae together in the phys1ealNorld., 

we m~ haTe reunion 1n the world of the Kingdom. 
NAfter these meetings there is no separation, there is a 

union thu.t kno;;. no dispersion. frhe .President of thut gathering 
is His Holiaess Baha'o'llah.-

8u.h power, such 10'Ye, sueri IlUa.j e 3 t.y ci,S one beholds in th~ 
l:~uloycd or our hear"e ),8 unspeakable. The Power of Baha '0 tllah is 
so manifest in the Kaster that the members of the Holy Fawily 
spoke or it many tim.". 'the 'Yoiee, the laughter, the tone of TOice 

) &.11,-&11 are thoee Of the Blesse<i Perfection. Verily the Light is 
Ont;J J 

11'0 the Occidental womu a. .isit to the Bahai women of the 
Orient is indeed So Bouaty aa' aD inspiring experience. 

111e womell of" the Household are of a new creation. From them 
(~manates a fragranoe 'and a beauty that· is distinctly of a.nother 
statioa. They hay' rea' the spiritual veils. . 

The Greate st Hol,. L.eaf" lIS ISO unique,80 peerleslS ,aDloag women 
that ·oae finds no word. in which one can express hor rsa11 ty. '1'0 
51 t by her sid.e,. to ho14 her han"s, to haTe the warmth of hel~ smile 
rest upon 7ou.i. ind.eod to be itl paradise •. The Ka.ster 8ays ot' her 
!iShe 1s the holiest .:Am.a who h$8 eTer l1T64." 

While in Loadon lie met .Shohgi ]Sffendi who aSJeed, U8 as a 
personal request that we 1nT1to .. the friends in Anleriea to 
Buppl1oat.e,to:r; the Grea.teat Hol,. , Tleaf asher.beal:th ~, failing, 
",ad tha.t her ·pa.8e1ag ou.t..t~l:l~,;time .. would be iii. great ea.lalllity 
to t11 • ....; __ R.-~11L~~1'.1'1t :!l.J.l:,:,ot.the American frien,. would 
".u~.t. e oU' spec .a.lf:rQPp·rl.·ta.t~a: ~ to; GOD that lio .. precious life would. 
be apared. He \lrged haYillg 8pee.;~1_'eeting8ot pra.yer for this 
&ole purpoee.· Th1. W .. 8 h1eheart.llreqU(f8"t.·1f.h~ •• o.8 lauch for 
us. all 18 Amer4.a: we wl11 assuredly avail ourselTes of thi$ great 
pr~'Y118ge. > .~ 

.. In those moat sacred and holy days, fIe "walked with GOD". In 
that worli one hears no erit1cism of any Boul.one see8 only the 
beauty of eyery oae.the dross 1. burned away in the warmth of' His 
I.c.:f~e. ~ere is JlO ro~ Qr 1nol1Daf.ioD for eTe. 4t. thought of 
er~t1cl._ of' a.ny soul._ In eyery!fuce one beholds the -]!aee of' thtl 
,\father." All are as'-ollosoul 1Jtdi:fterent bodies. 

In Hie JoYa.ndRa41...... ,~ rr:i\) , 

Your sister \j..-'Le!I ... ,"e.~;.., 19·\.b--~' (- , 
• I, " , 



September ;3 , ~19Tr?O. 

Are you1t'ell, so YOQ , llk$. tn.e view here? ' The . truth ia that 
this pla.ceh.a.ssp1rlt~1.1~y,T:q.~:re are many 1:eautiful views, but 
without apj,rituallty: . auch . a;s : ·~hemqunt~lns of Lebanon which hEI.ve 
no spir1 ~ual a~mosphere. . . In ',th+sreg16nall the prophets have 
passed, but on .the . Leb~9:q.;,~Pt#ita.~ll .a none have pass ed. It is strange 
that a.ll the wor1.d is .one piece' or' land yet thiS. portion has become 
specalized: h~s been mentl.onedby God coutinually; but Sumat, Lebanon 
and Damascus hav.e llot. be.eri,melitloned by God. ~ Places of worshi p, 
temples, are the:r~ t .or 1.,4o;L~and.,t~lepemains exist even today. 'l'her e 
ViaS a. magniflcant t, .emp~e " of' .,· t~ sun .1nBaalbec and the ruins are 
there. It is writt,en'111;" ~J:le "~o:oidKoran) that God giVes li1s bounty 
to whomsoeve~ He wl11eth. • • . It is thus with ';'h18 land • . 

. " . ~ . , 

1'!rS. X-- It is' · eaa'1'er, ·,to wot-shin -here than in the churches. 
, , ' '" , ' . ,', : ',:, .... " . 

A.B. ---Yes, theh~a.rtls ·attracted · l1ere.Hia· Holiness Elijah 
was once in a. cave .near .;here .• ·. :'.At .tb.a.t tlmeall· the children of ' 
Israel were ' oppo~ed,~o ; tJie :~e~:~gio~ 'otG,od: they ~er>eengaged in 
their own passions and. only· . the name indicated that they were the 
peo}Jle of His Holines,s Moses • . ' If His Holiness hacl come among them 
He wo~l<l : not haye . rec9gnj.ze4. :j~l.'l~m, and would have said: tI I do not. 
consider them my .own ' ~9r:tl:ley ;fuLveentir~ly ;forsaken the religion 
of God; they are depr::1,yeg, .. 0t .,1;h(3 laws of God; no light remains in 
them. They are like a cO~9r~d }:nan whose name is Diamtbnd. His 
name is . Diamond, but tIle ma.:,q1s )lao1t. They were like this. 

Then .His Holine~sE:l:1,jAAed.:uqa.tedcerta1hn souls in this cave: 
he educateds1ncere Md.,; · P~~ ":sou1s .a.s · they should be and sent them 
amongst. the . childrenof: . rs~~e,l , . ~n: ' Egy:pt. . They taught the children 
of Ia.rael .a.nd c~lled. t;b.~zn, :ps,el.i;:t6 God. Again they were invited to 
the la. ot ,G()d~ . '.'. !. l:I~~.nv~t·,e4 :, ~~b;t'ought together on this moti.i1ta in 
(the top . of') .' all ·the . t~a.d;e:r·~~ :· . :Th.ere were 360 people.. He advised 
them much, but there ,:wasnor~flult. No matter how much he tl'·ied. 
to guide them .it. wa.~ :~se~~s~. ' . For several yea=s he work ed to ed­
ucate them. Put .: a.tthe ·e,nq ·tb~l:'e . had. 'been no effect. 'They were such 
as Y{auld corruptoth~ :$Qu1.fS,.ao heb,ad all of theae p~tt to dea th 
and t1l0othera }S:'~t,+(:~ln(f~r~' · oriea) . r 'E)turned to the aplrltual life as 
at flr.s~";-the. childi'enot 18ra.~l 'b~ca.m:e spiritually .a.1fa,keI?-ed, -~ 
the ever.laatj.pg:' glory .. :· b .. i~ ..• Q .•.... ~e .. :,a:Pl?ar.' ~nt ... again •• These ov~.pcame the neigh­
boring t..r.~be6i. :therbw.:lt ·.theHol;y Te.mpleat ,cTerusalem. The law of 
God was put into .a~,tj:.¢l',L,~ : \1b.:~ > Eli.je,.h,l'}.ad finished hi S 1JO~k he 1 eft 
it and went. a",.y- <h.C;14~~a.;ppea.~~ , entiI-e·l.y~They thought . ne had as­
cendedto~e8rven~::hp:~AQ:.,, ):~.~ ; l1~: t'ln,±ShE)d 111a ?lork and so retired f 
from thelforld. '· . .... ... ... " . ' .' .' .. '. ' . . 

.. ' The' pe;J;'son · "h9· l~ ·.slneere ~d pUl"'e maltes that apparent in his 
actions. E11j,a,h l~bo~~:~4. . ha.rcl with the children. of Isra.el and when 
the wtJ.ybe~am&· : smo~tl,i ·~ the1;.~lUe ofcomfO.rt and ease came then he 
went aJay a.ncl ··~:~f'1r ,~PT~~. : ' 
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2 ~j(~& $h udnts ~ ,trae&, of man must be heavenly: literally 
they musi be 0_ ~d'01Jl,Qt ,'GQl. Man must have no attachment 
to th1sworld:h$D1u$t)~:',~ttach~tonoth1ng in this ,world. This 
worl<l1s.J.1ke the.,.av:es,,~,>~~~:fJ;,'''~: ~tla ephemera.l. The wise per­
son ,does not, ,attach ,his, heart ito ,the Waves. 

I\~'-:'I"J$ lf~lltQ~~~,,;~~;~~,.tt~theum.ta.rian 6hurch? 
, "" , -\ 

A.B. -i,awe is nOharXll~ • 

Q.--- IS",1t,b$tt~r to.t,t~,tbit1~tarianor aom~ other church? 
, " , " :' \' i ,,',', , 

A.B ... ~In" E1flY place ,1t'h~~eoll.tlWl1,fj to God, whethe;t' in a home or in 
a Mo~que ()r,~,c)lurQh~,'!~~EtT~~.tJ~, ,it if gOQ~, ,~l?-e ob,j ect is to 
turnt;OG9~,.,:$~t1f,'ti.~:t!:~jW,a;~fj~~tQ;L,,4Zk~ l~'lsbe~ter to be 
thep~.. tP~':I~P:'\.:,9~~~P.~:#R~!'!~'~I':P~~~~:'~~~~~~,.~¥:~!·;ll~~~~, "ax':y, n,pt, turned to 
God. ''but" to,th&W'or14:' ::'t"{erefo~e.,theBt-ea.thot .. the Me!'.c1ful·ls not 
the/:-e., .! .'In,:t.l:l,.E:i:,: ~~~~!~t>'~'A:,~~:':,~~,~·~~Y,$<,~e~~necl.,.~ 0 ' God , for it 
i sth~.p+t;i;e~.iji~~~~~~a,t'lil:.:,:~:;;:~ll().e:rQ$fulqE+n be lilhal ed,,' If 
;11e1'." e:.'.b~.",n. ()",l4a~br~l;~()!~A,~.,tll~:~:1S.' nQ~:t?~.ln.solng to. other pla.ces ik 
Joor .. or~,,:-,-p... ';" 

,.··Wh(t~'.IlI~s:,~l:l.i\J1t!:r,-,C,~·:,,:t:.~~tt.Q· .. ~h~. ,oh-qrches .. to speak. When 
. .I .e,nY~t~:,tA~.~AA~~:;;i'ftA~;Yi;'t'~.::''P~:~<tng?-g~ClJ~n.!,():r~ll;;pp1ngil I also 
woUl(l's .. ~d~p ... an¢f.;~,~ t.o.'~h,;.X1ngdQ~, of G:~d •....• M:t,~rthey had fin-
lSh~~A.~"r,.~'+~~r,/!:,:;w~~4;:~Y~:f;,~ct1v1n,e e;la<i ... t1dings .•. " :r gave the 
PI' 0 o:t;$ ~.$Yld~c:eti ··c),t:;,<iA«-i',;~liJ;~;;ttl~Cb.,1ng~! .... ?:£' .. ~he :ale.s~ed. Beauty 
we;re. ,~V~~ ',8.l1~;.~;;\l~i~~~.:!,~~~e.'wa.s·~o·. 0pPQsiti0ll.. . .. Jp.' . reality 
I enter~,',t,A~, .. ,~~pr~li~~,;!1J1't4"",,~ne~r1t:r .. ," When 'they cOmJn~ated God and 
sang:J~C)llJ$$.;;tl.J~~;t~E;~.' .. ,-,.Wb~~:, ~}).eY.··.¢hant~ "My God! My God! ~ I 
became'bAub ~ .. " ',>",'.: .. i': .' ........ , '..... , 

. Wh$n-a,!i;1£,Jt:.e.th~~~h+;S ,'(,\~~ipl~S .that, laat. night 1 t . was not 
in a. .. :q~~c~,.'.,f.:t .. :vf~~,,·.~:}'r!, .. ~99lA.,:>:~;p.a.t, ·.n*S1}~ .... tlle~ ,haY-, th~ .... t.ord·;;1 
supper'~ . ;~,.,,;r~~·'~~.\::!;;:~~O~~.';'·{ii'll~'a~~, ;Ls, i t.l?-a.t,'i7rh~he~rts may" be 9.:t­
tra(rte4" .:t.~.~ .•. ;'];).tr~ft.~~,),M~"~'~~" e;~;~~~itp. .. ~a,.d~~~d,i,ng~ .. of .... God . and the 
souls.turnedtoGQQ..; .. " h1s i '1:Si: tb..e:ob.1 eet" 'O:the~ thlngs, a.re second-
0,"" .,..y' '.',', " ;' ,' ','. ,i,e"""",,''', "·"'''.'',,,.'i'''''' .. ;, i·,," ""',i"·""·"··", • '.' " '"""".,.,, 

~ . :~:~:. ~,::-:";.,-:.,.,.: ,,, 

~"~:~.:+:~: ~ ~:"ti'~:~:~' ~,-r~ - .... ~ ..... ., ........ ".. .. 

Sep~egrber 5th. 

~. ~ol?~tfl~; ,1:J.eBt~~ll;;~f ., ~~iJ't'r~,E)nds is gOOd •. To-day you visited 
the ~olllbi <Sf the.&LQ, iar:~.lO~i}Ut.;PP.ft '...... . '. ." . 

lIi~:)~q~~'~~" "i,P~~,~1I::P'B:9;rl9~:.~~tlng ~a.pes and. sa.id; III wlll 
noteatotth.e ::trult;;()f:i~h1'::V1Xl.. etd~"" but 'the grape~! .o! the King ... 
dom .~~,otl1,~r1;~:~l.l.e~,~,~~p~t;S.(o:J:ntlle 'K1n:sdom .ther.e are no 
gra,p~s':lllt~:t~Ie'~~~:':i.';.i.' . ,.,::,:;,:.::;, <. . ... ~ '., .... , t',·· " :.t4! 

. '. ·;:,NQ •. a;l..9,;,,',~~y~~,':~Ct:J~~~ltfle,will ... 'f~ .t.og.~tller of tp,e ~k. 
diVme.b~~t"t~li.:, ).~,.;~J:1ill1g)"~'1P.,:'..~lJ,,~;~l,:ngC;()mr.tllat .. ls'divine fruit," 
hea.V'~~y'~u~~,,::,~:t:.,~>~~~Y<:l~:,.l.ll·,~y~rlp..s't~n&'.'~tapqwer. is ,everlast", 
1~f '·',~,.~i.;J;~~~,~~,)~~,~~ •. :tll;~r:e"tog€ftf.li~r. o~ " tluat"lleavenly food .• , ' "~:-;. ,", ' ,:',',,,'-: ,,'" .:, .. , :';"<:'<:-"';. :;:':':'~':~"'I'<: ":": " " ' ',', , "" "", "'" " ",' ,," ~" 
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QUGationt 

P11gri.lll nouse, lIaira.. 
'. . .". ". OotobQr 26,1920. 

S<)rJtG :~ . ~· . ~~in. A:tr:i.o:rica say that tho Ii'~1f:3t 
is : not . to .~e observed now but i..llthe ±'uttu~o . 

In ,p~e~ lJb.$X"$ it will bo acu,we of troublo, 
.sUCh ' ~1n..;~ or Atgha.nist~~ or in Bomo of 
thE)' :t,Qw.M :tnp,·Ol'sia, the ila.at caxm.ot be .kept. 
In th~SQ plaoeslf tJioi'riends i'aat it will bo 
tho oausa of: trouble, people , ~lill I'ise t),gQinr; t 
t:tl$lll. " : ~t ~ ~hoso placos where tl101"e 1;3 Gafo(; ~)' 
a.ndsoo~t1. it should be k0pt. 1. i'O,fJ'te.0.. G:L['(~y 
yea.~s 'w theflret one who fu;at'i~d i'm.r~ I. 

In . e., fQilllill Whore it is ditftc'.ll t, ~~hQu.ld ono D,t­
tempt to keep tht7 ):·'/;;.st'? 

Abdul Ba11A1 ll:1f:t':LO\llty i.e nO~G '1. provants,·l;,ive. But if' f"~w,t-
ingglv~B ,riaato il'l.'harlnOl1Y it is in;}uriour~ . 

Question; 'Xt 'it: l,a ,~1l 'PQ~aib10 to t'aJt€>b~Qakt'a.st h0f'o!'o 
tttmr1asj . shOuld ono lr.oop ·tho· IPust the be~t# on C) Q;:J.Jl . 

Abdul BahEU It th~re ,be, a prevcmta'ti'vo, :tt .should' not b(~ ~ropt . 

Q.ue~tion: 

AbdUl Hal:l.t), : 

QQ.eation: 

A.bdul Balla, 

Afi.tQ.P , a.a , ' on~ poasibly carL, yars; but if' t,b,oX"u 
be " s.rt3pX'e~Ol'1t~ti'V~ ata...~ ti.-no, xlo. But ai·t.i,)~· 
su:n:rtSi;) oneo&J;'lnoteat. I u..so<l to i'o,ot :t':r'om S ll!1-

rise to' ~\Jrl8et. ! li!ar1y mo:rmlngeating VIas difti ... 
cPl t fo~ lne,tharof'ora \vho:n I a.to in tIle (nron.:!. :!.1J; 
r took .:no'thing· elae until the i'ollowing 0VfJU:1.Jlt; 60 

It 'One's h$~lth does not Of)00'1 to }?0l"'ttdt of:. f~.;,c t .... 
i~..g ahoULd ona ltoop the f l&.tl'l; 'l 

In iMt co.ae the doot,or mUGt, docidQ. ':L'hf~ ob joct 
is nQ~ :t,h1~JtruJ.t not oatinz i s not forbiddm::. ? 
but : e&1f:tng , iaf·orbidden. '1'1111'3, is tl16 ob,ie{}t.: 
not •. ~1;1nS i~ . notforbiddon,. but oatillg . ;15 :fol"-
l)1ddGn. . . . . 

When it , is tl,iffloult ox' il~\lFoas1ble to b fJgin Dolt, 
aunrlp~: l. it permii:H~ihJ.fJ to k00:P tl1.G 1;'(!'I.st ;;.c, ;:J r~'L:~c J.:~ 
as onE)Qa.nt 

UO't!AttQr. ·the r:nJ,nri$e nothing should be .h4}::on 
unlaoQ the doctor \3ays t:hat, fo.ating 'would b o :LJ­
jurtoua (t.toon~· e health.). In tl'w.t ccse, \)~19 
can eat .a.t .at.lY. 'time one ~11shaa. But the '<";1K>l d 
t:tm~(ottast1ns) io only- t1:101vohours ... thifJ :J.G 
noth1.ng~ . , . 

Quostion& .·,,;Some of ibe friends think the lire in so c~tr0n:u.OUG 



, : 1n .~_ lbal ,lt i~ ; not ' posalblQ to work 
theJte' ea.' k"", :thG" aet~ " , 

Ab414 Baha. In ' t.:t:u. '~~, :\l'lQ, Qomm,andt01! faf.'t1ng ,1~ from sun-
, , ',s~ 'W>~ ,~,; ; : t.breoclAl" ; l1o~tluta6 d.e.ya 

' a.l!*4' tb;r .. '~_' :~1tbeJeV1~, ;tako' nothing. 
, Wb1' , 1anot()~Uptor,y,~rG !are, Fa.sta of' tlu:'eQ 
~, :,,~. ,~, ~ n1neCf41~. , ; , , ~. X. in P01"'. 

" " ~:':414, :-t,::)~~~e ,t~t: one','C)~4t~at for nino 
" ~~;":';"" :; '~," ,," ,,$' a,,3. and,1XrLpr1aonad llim in tl 
, rQQI"La:Q;&I " ,,~e4,:, tJ;@ : aoor,: , ~~ '~d not pem1t any .... ,tht". , (f~ :o~,:: : .terltob(t )~~. to 1Wn. ,In­
d.,~!: 1\t8, :~J.er 'took no'thing ~or , nina deyn~ 
n<>t ~ "e!,Gn .... ,~. : '" l'6x-, six 'c1a.ls hi,Q f31opt. tho~1. ho 

, Q~~ 'not, .. 1&tP , o.rq, lllor, ~ bu, t!l~, wa.s , v~ry wo~\.k. 
:~, t" llO,: ' ,'i "" "~~," " " tlllS " ,iJ:'$V,alat1on, it ,"s for only 
tl'Q;V$,' ~"-: ve'l"J 11 ttla. ' ' 

, ' , ( C , , _ " ,:;: ' <" " , 
~et1()n;\t ' shou1'4 ,, \bQae men keep the raat \~O ar~ omployod 

, :::,,~1::, ,111-~~ Ite;el m111s. ~tO., Wh$~ it $oema nee­
, , ~ ' ,: ~~~';¥: ~: .$;>Otten tc? k$$p up t~a~r ener81' 

< • , .'~ • ' • . ' 

" . , ' I • 

Quostion): ' ~t , 1$. th,e ' ~.e limit 1"'QI- fallting'l 

Abdu1,~al: S~~~~ :,~~ 
. : " 

, ' 

.; - :. . . . ' ~ , : :" ,' -

.' , ' ; ' , ' 

. :' : . 
" .... . ': 1 " 

.,' . 
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Pilgrim -H~,~se - ~alfaJ -November, 15, 1920 

Abdul Baha: Mrs. Goodall ,has recovered her health. She was very 
weak,- she has ,become strong again. One cloe s n9t no t iee 
weakness in her now; but it is my hope that she will 
havespiritualstrenftg- that is the real strength. 
Physicf.l.l strength will ultimately end in weakness, but 
spirltualstrength will not be fQllowed by any kind 
of , weakness. , ,'-' , " ' -

Pra.ise be t o Goo. t.hat. vou have attained to t his 
spiritual strength. Your season 1s always the spring "c, 

time,your -day is a.lwa y s br1ght- t here 1s no darknes s; 
i t cannot be forl owecl. by darkness. You wj.ll be ali'1i:'l,ys 
in the lieht1 

. . '. . , 
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'. 'WhenMI-So 'E.Go Oooper of. San Francisco, Calo, went to the 
home of APdul ,BaJ;la.ln, J:i()y~m'J:).~r, ' ,:1.920" she took with her a copy as 
. i twa.~ \ +n · ~1~9~a.~1on : ~t:, tlifj .t1,l:n.e, of these NotesOfk . ~P11~1m. to . . 
~a,; .:· fQ~. ver,~~~,c~ ~ion. ·"~d:'·: 1t'::;:po:rreQti \, t;ne' ~lgna.ture, .'. ()£ A~ ' n~o 
MII'za :~1zt:a.leJi S. : BadaJ:lu:r.tra.:nslated tJ;iem into Persian and gave . 
themtoAbd~»a.ba. . for;bj.a : .V;~r1fica.tion6 Abdul Ba.ha. · corrected 
th18. <transla.tlon, wlt~l ;b180\9li ~d and returned it to Azizullah~ 
anclt;b.e · :foi:L()w:~riglsfl, ,·c~:py~a.de · from ,! ta,s ·retranslated . into 
En lish. ,···' . . g ... . ,:,1 " 

' . " 

word :of theMe~B'ia.hw~8>th~~r~atl;i(s) of th~ .Holy Spirito The 
: . .'. , ' : ;,'! " . ','.. . . . 

words. of tp.epeople , are ~e:~ witp. t;tle lusts of the soul of the 

"speake., . ~ ~~ h,~~.4f , ~~J~il taB; """ " therefore "they \fill "have 

net ther aut;tiorl ty ' nqI',:~tlCO'~s:13o 
" ,' " 

' ·, 'Je~llS8atd~ ' tiJ.~ae: 1 take up thy bed and walko '. 
• ~ I' .'. • . : . \ .1 

He 

used sp1riiuai ': ~uthor~ty:'in : tAe . command, which was the power of 
.. . .' , ,'. . : '-' : .' ::,j. ,,\ ; .' " .,'. 

theHolySpiri t lD.a.rli~ ,es"t , in himo Therefore his word was obeyed, 

. ' ,t , 

Noteli: 

, . : 

• '. " l' ' 

". " 

:.:-
":i " 
:'''. I 

'oorrection of this note was 'made by the 

,, ' ,"," . 

, '. ', -

. i' . 

i' 
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Question: I~ c~pital pllilishment forbidden in the 

BahAti Teachings? 
j 

NoJ The murderer shall 

rB'Q!t Jt shoUlLd be done by 

f I 
. ,;(p ,\;1" \ 

,'1' d.R.. IlV '~ .. 

. I ' 
tAbdu'l-BahS.: 

~.I/-kl-

b e kill ad 
,<,y . 

not beheaded~~angedl'::, the 81 ec t :cio 

. ...", -t,~ '. ~)' . J. /TI ,.':7I,t/' .,. ,,( oha ir., 01-. 42 .... ·~ ·· " I. . r..~. ~'(~"l'" ' 1,... ,1,., ." ,~ .\ ... C,('t .'11. •. (l. ... C" e' !,:··" •• / .... , .. If'· ,,_, ~ 
~1 . ' 

There ar(3 three . kinds of murderers: B'irst, the one 

who kills with a purpose, usi:ng weapons,- such as sword, knife, 

gun, etc. The murderer has the intention of k iJ..ling. This , 
t:ii~ oalriilrder with a pllrpose~-wilful murder '. 

~ 'ee'ond ~ :j.<!.. one who d~es not use firearms\ or 
' . - ) . 

sword, etc., but ~ bea ts his victim with a stick, not intending 
~~·I":""""t-~·"·"-""c.::. "" .. __ ._----"----_ ' ,.........--"--~-.• " •. -~~., 

to kill;, ~~~.t;;"~illtul ~~::ror~ a person may -j 
throw a glass of wa~er at some one and ldll him; .. the gAas s ,/ 

\ / 
is not an instrument for killing, yet death may be, oau s edr< .~ .. , ... r! 
,:':" >" ;Dhe·· 'thirdk:lnd is accidental: A man may go hunting 

and, inten~~~: ShO~'~ a bir~ ~':~~dentallY be> may kill a person. 

The W1ltulmurderer, that one who deliberately lurks 

for his · victim with intent to kill, shoUld be ·punished~?·;" . J,J.:,.,L'l}1[{ .• . ' if . . 
For instance, '.he may climb a wall and watch :for his victim, 

then jump down and kill him; thi s is murder with intent to 

kill. In the Book (KitJ.b-i-Aqd!~) it is speci'fi ed that such 

a one shOUld be ~~T.t::i:; he is sentenced to life imprisonment, 
. . ~ , . 

this 1's~~p~" than deathr for every day he dies. 

Question: If he is allowed to live -~ may ",be a 

chance for repentance? 
. t 

'Abdutl-Baha: 1~Gry murderer has remorse and repents. 

1.': _" . ; . 
, . 

. . " -
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Question: --
~~~"" '~""-

Is this repentanoe aooep~ before God? 

, Abdu t l-Baha: 
-,-.~ 

Uo""--- There are some affairs, however" 

in whioh repentanoe has effeot. God has His divine right, ) 

and the people have their rights. God might saorifioe His 

divine right but lie will not saorifioe the rights of His p eople. 

If all murderers are exonerated beoause they feel remorse, 

this would oontinue to enoourage mur,der. Repentanoe is not 

for the murderer. If repentanoe were sUffioient then any _. 

murderer ooUld say, flI .:w'ill ldll suoh and suoh a person, tgen 

repent, a~d "God will forgive DW." But if a man" f or instru!os, 
.' {. 

..f'#.~."""'- Cr'Y' 

has d~ne ' ano~her an ' injury" i ,fh(3 ' 'has tortured" troubled him -

if he repents, it has effect. 

be punished by death. 

'But the ,wilfUl murderer shoUld 

When a ' woman in Amerioa serves on a jury 

she must state whe1;.herornot she believes in oapital punishment. 

ShouJ.d(tl~e " Bahlti women say that they believe in oapital punish-

ment? : 

tAbdu"'l-Bah&': They must say, flOur belief is t hat the 
--., . . lLt~~ to'cfJl-e,t! ' 

murder~t who wilfully ldlla must b O .. ·id.1Mdr. 1I r1'hi8 it';. the 

,~ommand:'of' BaM'utllah,. Aocording to the Kitab-i-AqdAs, ~ t:-t,., 
~~~.' ~ . .e."J c:t,.""ft,.t;r ·' , 

mus_~. ',be ~~. I ! 

Question: 
. \ 

In the Surat'ul Hykll\- it states that 

oapital punishment is abolished. 

t Abdu'l-Bahlb There were many books written before 
" , . ~, t 

the Kitab-i-Aqdas, but now"Kitab-i-Aqdas is authority_ 

'M'ou do not 

you ooUld know, and 
O~ 'I , 

shoUl d .. 0 &111oe:. 

know how the murdered soUl suffers. If 

refleot~~~t '';OUld say that th~ murderer 
~ 

It is impossible to proteot sooiety U1U9SS 
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he is punis,l:led:., ':Chis:1s not for revenge. , God alone has the 

This punishment is for an example, so 
, , , 

that others may not do likewise. Everyone who murders shoUld 
~fo1'f- fj qutt-. " . " ' ' , , Vi.~ 

beflUlle~ througl;l the lawf. o,fl the , Government. ~fh~S punishment 

is' for an example, 'not:t:~r l"elZ@lgB~ ' , 
'; " 1' 

" , ;', " . 

not mete out tohi~ a second punishment, because the justice 

of' God would nqt a.:p. owtha m~TJg-:; two pun.i shmeTJtB. . C:::::!;',-g0.· ;0 
· 1A'bdhd-B~~:' : . This is correct. Capital pun~shme~ 

for the murderer is a bounty. In the Gospel you read, "If...,. 

t t ' " eye offend , thee" pluck i t outJ""et~'.~~ If the eye be injured, 

it is better for the 'entire body that it be destroyed. It is 

evident tl1at to p~-qckout the eye is better, because otherwise 

other parts of the body woUld become affected. 
~lr't~ 

;,:'Vi1?-en .8. murd~rer is f*3:11ed and the people see that he is 

punished for p18a~t>: t,hey take t his as an exampl e and abstain 

from murder.< < :rf' ~her,e ' were no capital pUl1.ishment you would 
'. 1', " ., ' ., ', '" ;'" , ' . ' , . 

.. ', ' r ; :':'; ' , 0«' :.:.. ""~' " 

, he~r 'ofmurde"r~ , :~very. day-. ' ", . ~ to 
• • • • , , " .' • • " . ' " ~ " .; .~ ~ ~ + . . .. .. ~ " • ~ ~ • .. • , , • 

~:" "'~, ,.~~;,:", :.,1~} :':~'~~1s . ~ $ ,a, 
, ' "; ::.> , ;r ' ~~e '~b* ' (;}IIloti~on" ,but whiOh woUld you prefert-l- tol.!lm 

have' the mUrdererpuri1'shed in th1,s ,~rangltor:v world wh~re his 
, ' 

suffering would b~ ~0J:' a br,i~,f " tim~jc or ~:tn the wternal world 
, , ", ': ": ; ,-":: \ " .. " , ' ," 

where ' he " wo~,cf -~auf~er' eterl1.ally? ' r:'> .... I.~ ' . : ~ ~. . ' . : ,. , ' / J ' . 

Questions ", ', ' Doea he not suffer in the next world if he 

' lh~ punl shecl 1~ : this? 
: ;'; . \ 

, " AbdUtl'':''Baha' ' He does not suffer in the next world. 

, ' 

., .... . 
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The punishmen~ meted out~here has the effect of fcrgiveness 

in the next worl d 41 . 

/t;., 
Notes taken by E. G. O. during the visit of Goodall-

~,J..,; y,;:e<.Att.1A. ~"'A.>~}_ ..... J . 1/ 'I:~~ 
Oooper-Frank]l!O-Ral ston party, NO'j:SOffi1oJ9P 19B~ v :~: . . tt{. t··V· ..:·c ..... · ./ 
~ . ' 

)t~.c,,'\. ... ~ .... ·,.,·e .. jl ... r~· Ii' - 15~JL- t!) .. . ,' ---... -,.. ... ,... ... ~ 



· ~: our la.a:t vla1t to 1la1fa in 1920. 'Abdutl~mml. was 
a.akod. oGVGX"&l queotSOM re~ d1f'torant matters au ot: \1!hlch 
he 8J'lS\lIGr8d by ao,y1ng ' tha~thOY1!ZWlt be dooldod tv tho Oonvention. 
Then M . a.cidedl .' ' .. 

, , "l'he . main purr)()ll$ , 1$, ,tha't no friGtion r:;ay occur wnang 
tJ:'l.o f'r1anda. . In', .Amer:1ca.' ,. t ,Ie Vf1l!'3 ea.sy to· haVG triotlon but 111 

, PGrB1$ it' '18 not ,so., '. :En Amarl_ fW.ery p$rB'0Il ba.B a. apo,ciaJ. ldoo. 
nnd ,taste, " ', 'l!Jlero·ls' ~ WQr'JJG t.bat d.ifteronca. ltls moot 
1njur1O'tlO .. th.erG 1s noth2ng \f,~. The mG$s()d . Dooa1ty says that 
1£ 't.wo , (1x41eV'~) ~V'e , d1tr~~' ,both are ,urong., \10 cannot 
seq on.e "!a ptghtr otld ' th&. ot.bel:' . '\1:t'QJg-. , Both ,are ~. In £Nory 
mattal1 ~ ,two bGl1evers' haVE) d.1UeaNlnOoo both are wrong. 

, ~1110 te6Ol'l1;ng 1a for , tile ~ o.e avoiding d1.ffaNllCOB among 
tho fr1endiJboOaa~e 1tt '1s mostr dOS1;:J:Uat1-ve. ' 

, , ' , ,-"Now '!D.~_1c.1JIfI '1nd1vlduals G.itPl"assa.uop1n1on 
, £J<m$ \vU1 0J)l)()S(t o~ l11U" 'qbloc~.; : ' U BQll& , 'aDGshould sa.y. 

t God' 18 ' ana;;. '·ot.herB wUl: tt:7 ;to prove that no ,is two. . It 1s 
impoas1ble ' not to ' lava" opposition" " sP BaJ'le.'tutllah oa1d 'both 
are \"ll."OXlg," D.1f;e:ran()OO muat 'be suppressed.-
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Pl1g~im House, Haifa. 
October 26, 1920. 

Qua'.ft1,on:SOIll~ , otl' tAe f;-lends1n Amerio~ saY'tha',t ,the Fast is 
, npt ' tob,e observ:ep. now but in the :rutur'e. 

Ab~~ , Ba.ha.: 

Questi,on: 

, In , plaoes Jflie'r~ , 1:t ' Wil1be ' a o~use of. trouble, 
suoh a$ , ln , B()kM.~a. or A£.gha.n1ata.ri",or 1n some of the 
towns in Per:pla :tp,e Fas't cannot be kept,. In ' ,these 
place:tJ 1f., the ,t~1end.B fast it will be the cause of 
trouble, people , w1ll rise against them. But in 
those plaoes ,whe:r;oe there is safety ~¢:l security it , 
should. be kept~," I fasted sixty years - the first 
one who: ta$,ted wal3 I. 

, In : a~amilywhareit is ~i'f'~iicult, should one at­
't -emp1V,to ' ke~p '\tlie ,Fast t 
. . . .' : " '. ' ,,:.' - , '. .:'. .', .. ,~ ~~ ~,'i:. . , " . . " 

AbdulBaha.: ' ,, ' Di,t'~1c;~ltl ",~~not a ' preventa't1,v,e. , But i1' fast .. 
, ing':" glv:e''''rlj:se ,'toiriha.rmpny it is injurious • 

• :, ' ,"': ' •• •• " " I , 

Q,ue'~tion: ' , ,',~ :,', Ifi:.1t l'J311g~ possible to take, b,reakfaet before 
.. >' :sunrlse,shOul"a one keep :the Fast ",theb est one canT 

. ' , ': , ", , ,,,"- , .'," ' , 

Abdul· Bab.l3.: ' IfL there ,be" a preventat1v,e, i >t should not be kept. 
,As fap, as onepossible , ca.n" yes; but tf. there be 

" anY" prevent$tlve at anytime, I\.O. , Butaf·t .er sunrise 
one ca.nnoteat'. I uj3eq, to last from sunset to sun-

Q;uestlQns 

. : . 

Abdul ,Balui.: 

. . . . 
, . . . 

set. Early .morning e&ting was dif.~icuJ.t for me, 
therefore when .. 1 a.te in the evening I took ,nothing 
el .s~ until -the following evening. . 

'It> on.f)t,'e '. heal-thdo~s no,tseem to permit of :rast~, 
lzlg , Slioul~a. ·'. on$ keep t ,he Fa~t t . . : . . ; '.; ' ' .) -" . 

',,~~:,t~:t> oa~~tlle ~,oo"to~ mu~t' ',deo1.d.a. . The objeo't , <' 

· . ls ' no~t :, thls, ' tha.,t · np;t eating 1s .not rorb1dden; ,but 
e$-~1ng ~'lsrorbldCien. '. This is ,the object: not eat-

,1I?-8 i!s :no.t ' t'orbldden, but eating is forbidden. 

Que'stlon: ,'. ,- . When itie a1ff,ioul:t or impossible to begin at 
" lJunrifl'e , 1s it permisslbl.e ,to keep the Fast as much 

' as ' o:r:i~ .:o.a.:nT . 

;'. iAbd~B~' ; ,-.. ,'::: .o.~ ': ':';~f)rthe SUIU"i's.enothingshould be ta.ken 
uril~iJjj . ,::ta.lo qooto'i- sayst:na. t f'a'i:~ting woulp. be i:o-
'3~1~Wi(.to . oriets health). In that c~e, one can 

. QuelJt1on: 

:ea~ i: ,,:t ',$.llN ,t1!n,e one. Wi~b.e~~. But the whole tilne 
' to:t:r~ ... ~1p8)<:1~ ,~nl~ :t,:el Va hours - ,thi's- 1s nO.thing. 

Sam-a o!,'tbe 'riend~ think the lire is so strenu­
oUs lri 'AxnericfiI, :th&t . lt is not possible to work there 

" " 



Abdul Ba.h,e.: 

Questions 

Abdul B8.ha.: 

Question: 

Abdul Ba.ha: 

, 

and keep th~ J'&$;t~ 

In -tlle Tor~ -,the oomman,d tor fa.jlItlng i a trom sub ... 
ea:t ,tosune4l\ 'ieor ' ·three daYl3. For three daye and 
thre~ nlght, .tll'~J, the Jev>s,take noth1l'lg. , :i:hia , is 
no:t . ob~lga.J()t.7~ .. Ther;e a:r~ Jf8,fjtfj of tMee aayiJ, sev­
en Uys anduine ~1e. Mr.X. ,in Persia. did not be~ 
11evet~tone oollld fa.st for nine days. He brought 
a Je'j and ,1mprlaonea 1;lim in a. -room and. lQcked the 
door" a.nd did not ·permit anyt!:l:J..ng (food o'rwate'r) to 
be taJtento him- Indeed, his prfsone):- took nothing 
f'o'r nine day'j, not ~ven wate~. For ai~ days he ' 
slept, then he could . not sleep any more; but he 
WfiIoS very weak. .But no:w, in this revelation" it is 
tor only twelv,e hours - very little. 

Shoqld thos~ men keep the Fa.j3t wno are employed 
in mines, ste~l mills" etc., where it seems necessary 
to aa. t 'often to keep up ' their ena'rgyT 

This depmlo.s upon the advice of' an expert doctor. 
It the doctor says that fasting would be injurious 
to· the health of s~ch people .they should not fast. 

What is the age limit for fasting' 

Seventy fears. 
,-... -...... ,.. ... _._-



has created me 

servant must 


