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o thou affectionate friend;: Know thou that four proclamations 

were issued fram Kings for the rebuilding of Jerusalem. The first 

is the order ot Cyrus issued in the year five hundred and thirty-six 

B. C. See the ,Book of Ezra, Chapter One. 

The second proolamation, is from Darius, which was made in Five 

Hundred and Nineteen B.C. See Ezra Chapter Six. 

The third is from 'A;taxerxes, in the se'fenth year of his reign. 

This was in Four hundred, and fifty-seven B. C. See Ezra Chapter 

Seven. 

The fourth is from ArtaXerxes in Four hundred and forty-four 

B. C. See Nehemiah, Chapter Two. 

Dan1el's referenoe ooncerns the third proclamation. His Holi-

ness Christ lived thirty-three years. When we add the figures thirt y­

three to Four hundred and fifty-seven, the total is tour hundred and 

Ninety; and this is the Seventy weeks complete. (i.e., 70 x 7 - 490.) 

Likewise, in the twenty-fijth verse (Ch.9), Daniel spe aks of 

ItSeven weeks, and three soore and two weeks." Then mention is made 

of another week which completes the seventy weeks, in the midst of 
week 

, which~he t'saorifice and the obliga.tion", ceased by the Martyrdom of 

His Holiness Christ. 

This matter inddetail is this; 'rlhere are two dates stated 

(by Daniel). One of these dates has its start in the decree issue d 

by Artaxerxes for Ezra oonoerning the reb'l~ilding of Jerusalem, and 

terminates in the asoension (Martyrdom) of His Holiness Christ. This 

date comprises seventy weeks. 

The seoond date begins with the finishing and completing of 

the rebuild1ng of Jerusalem, and ends in the ascension of Christ. 
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This date oomprises three-soore-and-two 'weeks. For, the rebuilc.­

ing of Jerusalem took seven weeks,- eaoh day of which weeks is one 

year • That is, it was oompleted in the seventh "veel\:. .And the in­

terval of time beg1~ning with the oompletion of tile building of 

J"erusalem until the ascension of Christ, is sixty-two we eks; and 

ill the sixty-third week, which immediately follows and is connect­

ed with the sdxty-t,V-O weeks, the asoension of Christ took place. 

rrhis date of "Seven Weeks" is the period of the rebuilding of 

Jerusalem. 

Thus if you take the date to begin with the issuing of the 

decree of Artaxerxes, it will oomprise seventy weekS, and if you 

take it from the oompleting and finishing 9~ the construotion of 

Jerus~era, it will be $ixty-two weeks; and in the midst of' t he 

sixty-third week the sacrifice ended by the martyrdom of Eis Holi­

ness Christ. 

o thoU servant of God' I am informed of thy trials and oalam­

ities. There is a wisdom in this, of whioh you shall personallw b~ 

informed afterward. At present you must bear them in the utmost 

pat~ence and enduranoe. These hardships and troubles shall vanish, 

and happy times shall arrive, and these calrunities and afflicti~ns 

are not due to any shortcoming on your part, but are because of 

oonsummate (Div*ne) wisdoms. 

You had written concerning spiritistic discoveries. The hu­

man spirit is a power whioh comprehends the realities of things. 

All that thou seest such as arts, inventions, traces and discover­

ies, were once in the realm of the unknown, and were a hidden mattel' . 

But the human spirit disoovered such hidden mysteries and brought 
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them out of the sphere of the unl{nown in to the visible vlOrlc1. 

For instance, the power of steam, photography, phonography, 
a 

teilegraphy and mathematical problems were all once hidden mystery 
f\ 

and unknown secret; but the human spirit discovered such invisible 

mysteries and brought them from the hidden into the visible world. 

Consequently, it is a comprehensive energy, and has control over 

the realities of things, and disoovers the hidden secreta in the 

domain of the physical world. But the Divine Spirit dlscovereth 

Divine realities and cosmic mysteries in the realm of the Divine 

(Supernal) World. I hope thou mayest attain the Divine Spirit, 

discover the mysteries of the Divine World and comprehend the 

secrets of the physical world. 

Ybu~ had asked concerning the thirtieth verse of the four­

teenth chapter of the Book of st. John, where His Holiness Christ 

has said: ttl will no more speak much with you, for the Prince of' 

the World cometh, and hath nothing in me. II By "The Prince of' the 

World," is meant the Blessed Perfection. And tlHe hath nothing dm 

me,tJ Signifies that atter HilIl (i.e., Jesus), all receive bounty 

from Him; but that He (Blessed Perfection) is independent of, and 

does not seek bounty from Him (Jesus), that is, is in no need of 

bounty from Him. 

You had asked conoerning the disclosure of spirits after 

the dissolution of the bodies. Undoubtedly the Other World is a 

world ot disclosures ,and vision, for there the veil will be re­

moved, and the hwnan spirit will witness the souls above it, be-

neath it, or of an equal rank with it. As ~D example to thiS, 

'when man was in the feetal world, he had a veil before the ey'es, 
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and all things were therefore vovered from him. When he is born 

out of the womb into this world, because this world in comparison 

to the foetal world is a world of disclosure and vision, he can 

witness all things here with his outward eye. Likewise, when he 

departs from this world into the Other World, whatever was veiled 

from him in this world will become disclosed unto him in the Other. 

And in that World he uill comprehend and perceive all things 'wi th 

the eye of Insight, and will witness those like him, equal unto him, 

above him or outside him. 

As to the equality of spirits in the Supreme World: By this 

it is meant that the spirits of the believers, at the time of their 

appearanoe in the world of bodies, are equal; and are all pure and 

unsullied, But in this world, they will find distinotion: Some 

attain to a lofty station, sorne seek an intermediate grade 01' stag­

nate in the early stages. This equality (of the spirits) i s in t he 

original state of their being, and this distinction is after their 

ascension (or departure fro~ this life). 

You had written conoerning "Seir". Seir is a plaoe in the 

direotion of Nazareth, situated in Galilee. 

As to the words of Job, spoken of in verses twenty-five and 

twenty-seven, ohapter nineteen: tt]'or I know that my redeemer live-

th, and that he .shall stand at the latter day upon the earth", etc. 

But in this plaoe, the purpose of these words is that til (Job) 

shall not oontinue abased, and I have a proteoting friend, and my 

helper and Redeemer shall in the end appear. And though, noVi my 
I 

body is weakened and afflicted with worms, yet,~hall~again be 

ne'aled; and shall see Him wi th th is mine eye, that is with mine 

,! .. - i .•• · J: ..... ; " " " ,I,' 
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Insight." Thesd words were spoken by him after he had been bl amed, 

and after he had himself too spoken of the imtensity of his afflic-

tions; and after his body was suff~ring from worms by the violence 

of disease, he wished to say that he shall be healed from all his 

diseases and shall see his Redeemer with his own eye in his very 

body. 

As to the "Woman" who betook herself to the wilderness, as 

spoken of in the Twelfth Chapter of the Hevelation of st. John, 

and the great wonder which appeared in heaven, and "the woman who 

was clothed with the sun end the moon under her feet." By this 

woman is meant the Religion of God spolcen of here under the term 

m,voman"; and the two orbs of lISun " end I1Moon!l, that is the two em-

pires of Turkey and Persia, a.re under the shadow of the Heligion of 

God. The sun is the emblem of the Persian Empire, and the moon, 

that is, the Crescent, is the sign of' the Turkish Srapire. J...nd b y 

the "Crowns" is meant the Twelve Imam.o/'Who assisted the 11eligion 

of God like unto the Apostles. (~K\nd as to the "r.;lan-child which 

----------------------~--~------------~---~----------- -------------
(~) Though the "Crowns" are mentioned as "Seven '!f, yet they mean the 

r.!Jwelve Imams, because there were five proper names common to the 

Twelve Imams, whereas Seven di fferent names belonged to the 'l'wel ve. 

Hence "Seven Crowns" (i ,e • Twelve Imams). 
-~----~------------~-~----~------~----~------~~----~---------------

was brought forth"; This child is the Promised Beauty (i.e. Bah~\ !-

u'llah) which was born OuD o~ that fieligion of God. 

Afterward it is said that the 'Woman fled into the wilder ne s .s, 
un 

that is the Relig ion of God was tra.nsferred from Palestine "to th e 

\VI1gern~ss of Hi jaz, and remained there for One Thousand FIIWO Hundred 
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and Sixty Years, that is unto the day of the LJ:anifestation of the 

Promised "Man-ohild". lUld it is evltdently that in the Holy Soript­

ures each day is given as one year. 

Upon thee be gre.eting and praise 1 

(Sig. ) A. A. 

In the following,I translate some Tablets and extraotsfrom 

Baha'u'llaha 

The Homily to be read during the Wedd ing Cel'emony: 

"In His Name, the Giver, the Bounteousl 

IJra:il.se be to God~he Pre-existen1i, the Everlasting, the ~~t erne.l 

the Ohm1geless,- to Him who has testified to His Essence by His Own 

Essence. Verily, He is the One, the Independent, the Loftyl 

We testify that there is no God but He, and Vie aol\:nowled ge His 

,Singleness and Confess His Oneness. He has been everlastingly in 

the height of His loftiness and i n the summit of His Im}?regnabili ty 

sanctified beyond the commemoration of all else save Him, and ptJ.ri ­

fied and independent above all comrnendation by all else beside Eim . 

And when He desired to accomplish the order of the fforld and 

show His Bounty and Benefioence unto nations, He enacted Laws and 

established J:'&ths, wherein He laid down the Law of Eatrimony, and 

appointed it to be a fortress for prosperity and salvation; and He 

commanded us to aot in that which He revealed froIll . the Holy ICing dom 

in His "Ketab11-.Akdas" (i.e. Book of Baba t i Laws), and this is His 

s aying , Glorified is His Might, '0 ye people 1 Eng age in matrimony , 

in order that there may appear from you that Vlhich (or those who) 

may conlmemorate and praise 1\:e among My servants. This is My cOIilllland 

. ,:-:' 
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unto you, if ye will take it as a helper unto yourselvesl' 

And Vie salute and bless the followers of EI-Bayan who aI'e 

the people of Baha,- those who expended their efforts in promoting 

jihis lJIanifest Religion, and whom the reproe.ches of blamers did not 

prevent from following God. 

Praise be to God, the Lord of all the Creaturest" 

If In the Nome of the Object of the Whole Wo!'ldJ 

Praise beloveth and befitteth that Beloved One who has ever' 

been and Who will remain: unto all Eternity. His Mercy has encom­

passed all in existence. This Mercy, in its primary state, is the 

declaration of proof which becomes manifest from the day~:spring 

of Providence of the IvIertJiful One, - in order that all may thereby 

attain unto knowing that Sea of Pre-existence whicll is the Essen­

tial IVloti ve for the oreation of the world. 

"In its seoondary state, this TIIIercy is the Divine Commands, 

tluough which mighty andt great laddel' all may ascend unto the 

station of Sanctity, of Eingleness and unto the surorai ts of Glory 

of Oneness. 

"Blessed are those who in this day arise to assist the Cause 

of the Lord of Mankind wlth spiritual attributes and pure deeds. 

God ·willing all the beloved ones must be in the utmost love and 

frierndship, and never fall short in helping one another. The mean .. 

of the term "Mowasa.t tt (i.e. fellowship) revealed in the Divine Book 

is this,- That each one of the believers must consider the others 

li1ce unto himself, that is, he should not count himself superior 

to oth~r; that the rich should not withhold their goods from the 
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poor, and that they make equal ohoice for other belie'fers of what­

ever benevelent deeds they ohoose unto themselves. This is the 

meaning of "Mowasat tl • And the limit intended for "MoVIasat" (in 

the Book) has been to this degree,- to emceed such limit is ac­

counted before God at selfish grades and egotistical desires. Nay, 

God forbid that we do so 1 Beware lest ye OOllliTli t that which is not 

loved by God. God willing, all must engage in this commemoration 

Yii th the utmost sancticbjr and purity. 

"Verily He is the Commander, the Hearer, the Knowert n 

II,! word was seen in thy letter which is indeed a "perfeot 

word. tt If any soul acts (in the spirit of) that word, he wIDll 

attain to all good, and it is this: '0 my GodS 0 my Masterl Nly 

wish is Thy Good Pleasure.' 

"Ask thou God that thou mayest continue firm in this v/ord. 

Blessed is whosoever drinks from this Cup and is of those who knowl 

God's Munificence is boun~less and His Grace is endless; There 

ne"fer is any interruption in the Bounty of the Bounteous One. He 

has ever granted the wishes of all;l!n some instances, He has de­

layed thiS, as it has lieen deemed advisable for the person who made 

the wish. Otherwise, he will attain unto the best of that which he 

has Wished. But for those souls who are indeed holding fast unto 

Godts Good Pleasure, another (loftie~) station is ordained. Blessed 

are theyl Blessed are they' ••• " 

nyou had askedoonoerning the station of parents in the next 

life. One of the special boUnties of this Manifestation is this 
~ 

that- every soul \I;iho believes in· the Dawning Place of the cause, the 
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Rays otthe ,Sun ot D1 y1UB' .lfavor will sliU"round , his parents, alh though ' 
. ', . . . ..., " ' . ", . 

they may not have attained ,to bellet in the Manifestation, This is 

His Bounty unto His beloved Ones, Praise thou God, and be of those 

who ~re thankful'" 

~Iexhort you~ OYe: :, my ,beloved, to show ' 1'orth ' the .. ~most great 
, .... '.' ' 

"', 

r 
For, t~ugh trust-Trustlworthiness . amons ' my " ~ 'e'rvants and creatures. 

worthiness tneCause of. G()d will be uplifted 1n the world, and the 

sanoti ty of ,the Cause .will .beoomemani1'est amnng men. Be ye trustees 

among the sel'vaAt.s 1 
. "l': . ~.}- .. / .,, ;, :.;",;: ~ .' .;, ...... 

,"Thus :have :" e : e~o;'.te~them in the Tablets • Verily , thy Lord 

is the Knower, th~ Wise ' o~:~t ", say: Trust, ye in , ~ll matters in the 
. . , :,',.J:;:: . .:,", '.:: . ~ ;'. " ': "~ '. 

forgiv1ngTrue()ne. yel';lY:lle besto~eth that whioh He willesth up­

on Wh;ver ae willepth and.H~ prevents whomsoever He desireth from 

that whioh lie desireth, Verily He is the. power1'ul, the Mightyl 

,ttLet not the t~i:g.gs ,of , :the world grieve you. God has indeed 

ordained unto you tll~t whi9h 'naUsht 1n creat10n Oan equal, were ye 

of those who Know. l3e ye finn¢. in the Cause in suah wise that the 

storms of the misleading ones may not shake you." 

~~-~---~~-----~-------~~ 
- ' . . . . 

"As to thy Q.ues~lon .' ~,onaerning ' thesoula, and their aaquaint-
. .' .. ;~ , , 

, ,~\" 

anae conoerning .thef oondltlml of ,eaoh othernafter their' ascension 
, , .. ' " ' '. " ' 

,',",: " 

( from this , l1~e) , Kn~wthou, Verily the people of Baba who are 

estab11~hed in the"RedArk~: ~~llever a880c,iate" consort and har-
" : I ; ', , ' : .,:,;\::\\j ', :: ", "," '. , . 

monizetoget~er~d ,soar a.n:'4: travel and asoend in company with eaoh 
. " .. ' ': .'. ~ .. ' . ~ 

other. as tho:ugll , the~/, were " 6~e soul ~ Verily" they are of tho se who . 

are ~nfor~ci' , ·, who .. w'~~L" p~~c:~{~e and '. who will have lcnowledge. Thus 
'.' '" . ' , . 

. ' ~_.". has._ the matter been deoreed on the part 01' the Knowing One, the Wise 

';" 

. , 
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"The people of Baha who dwell in the Divine Ark are all in .. 

formed of eaoh otherts oonditions, and they are in the sooiety and 

oompany of eaoh other imtimately. This station depends upon the 

Assuranoe and the deeds ot those souls. Those who dwell upon the 

same plane are informed ot the state, partioulars and degrees of 

each other. Those who are situated on a plane lower than that of 

these souls are not entirely and duly informed of the degrees and 

stations of those on a higher plane, Each has his (particular) 

portion before thy Lord, Blessed is the soul who turns unto God 

and is steadfast in IUs Lovej'llntil his spirit soars uo unto God 

the Soverign, the Powerful, the Forgiving, the Meroiful' As to 

the souls of those who do not believe (in God); By my life) they 

will know of their failings, and will ory and lruaent both at the 

time of .deathand after the l«eparture of their souls from their 

bodies. 

"This is very evident and olear that ufter their death, all 

will be informed of their ovm deeds and actions. I swear by the 

Sun of the horizon of Po Vier that at that time such a joy will come 

upon the people of Truthwhioh 1tis impossible to mention. Like~ 

\'iise at thatt1me,Sl:lOhfe~eiidtr9uble and anxiety will COille up-

on the people ot error harder. than whioh oan not be imagined. 

"Exoellent is the oonc;1it1on of whomsoever receives the pure 

immortal Ohalioe--wine ofFal th· .from· the hand of the Possessors of 

Religions J • and drinks· thereot'~t.. • •• 
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liotaa taken by Oharlotte n1~ at Akl.W", Qctobor" 1;)00, 

I inquired aa to the genGalogy oi' Ba.ha.' 0 ·ll~i.., G1.:ncl 
Abdul. Baha. sa1d that Uo vve.s o-r Abra.ham's biood - not tlU' tlU,gl:l 
Isaao or Ial'unael, but thro1lt:jl cn(; of' his Oth9I' Hons b~;/ rct t ul'ah 
by whom he bad.. }3 1:z; aons. rH&·~ J oS3phus. ) 

He said Abra.!Uil.m had b ool:l. tEl.~lt 'b~r lJod ~1'nd ~]O b0i.;:;:i,~>~) 
the ttlt-l"io?ld of G'od, ~ alld So ·~P..rOyl . his 3eod :'lore 1}.J.l tl,w 
nations 01' the eartb. to be bloatl U(;) said tllere wort} 'cwo 
l~illda of llG.ni:feat.e.tions I 100a1 1 ike It)ai~1h, and un1 v1):r' f:}a.l, 
li1t:G JOQua 0In'1st. I asked if we Jmaw 01' e;ny 1Ullvoroa.l ,:ia:.a­
ii'estatlon previous to OhI'ist Jeaus. Ue £laid. 'i'iQS, N~ (}lchis G­
dec,· and the.. t J:6.elchisedeo was thQ one who ta.ught Abrahtielli 
sJ.:bout God E:l.nd through Abraham. there came tht.:.) tt School of' t,~l.f:) 
.Prophotn," who guided t h e 11$b1:'e\, raos in spiri tus.1. tl .. trt l':!.B .. ;} 
"ljh4~t J' asuo ChJ:·i t~t coUld b e 'bOI'U to ·them. 

He-nco" (~a thO' ,Q7"wo.t 1Eal'l.if 03tatlons (i;.l:"'0 one und tho 
samo, Jesus Ohl"i~t oould 'Woll say I H.8e£'oro .A1n"r.!l1.arn ; waH, J ~. ?f 
st Paul Ul'l.deratoo.i clearl.Y:J :tor itt his seva~'lth oha,pter t,o the 
Hobrews I he aa,ys I • After th$ aimil1 tude ot 11elohl sedf3C J::l"K; I"O 
ar!seth anothor pt>iast \'lho 12 ~ada not after t.h0 l.o,"il of a car' .. 
nB.1 oot!U::1a.nt,in~nt. but attar tho powor of: anel1d.leas life . 1t 

Also the '{j;;';emtie t h V0:r'~D oJ: t he s i x·t h C.n<',':,lyt t,;,;, o:t HI)'" 
'bre~ls, he say's; _n J"€>3U::; m.ade a high pl"i ~1et f ·oravai .. ;:3,Zt C1:' ~h{';J 
ol"'jleI" of' }1~r;:;lchiaed.Go. tl lUlU ·t l l$ seventh chaptor I tJti:;:'u vorBo,-
that liI 01chi~,H}doe wall "wit:nout :ee~th()r', vf it.hout 1!1othE)!', J18,v'1..n.;:;, 
nei thor bOGinn11l;?; oJ;" <la.ye nOl? fmd. oj;~ 11.1'0.. ~l 

So in ·tracing; Bab.a.· 0 'lls...'1· e a.nc~stry b:;.\ok to J1bra,tlf1£l1 
Abdul Balla. showod me how Uis sp1ri tua.l lir.u;;ag0 i~) tl~Li .. O €l{~ 1)8/:;1':.; 
to .t,h)lch1~odeo tl'lX"bu.g11 J~~ua Ol1rist, .g,nd so I coUl el (11: on.Oi') 
(1oopreiw...:'ld who tha.t mysterio~ porsOnl::1.g'3 w'l'.l.() he.d puzzl ed. :t!Q 

:::inco 11'l;t ohildhood.' a raadirlt"1; of.' the Nov; ;l'~%lttl.rtlcmt was, t ld G 
01'10 wi thout f~.thol·, without uot:nar, baving 1",1(;)1 'ChEll'" be;::;i:t::::ti 11G 
of cia.yo, !.~or elld or :life "" in f ;;l"ct,. the gl:\e~'i.t l.u::dve::t"~? .:.\l God 
8[;11"'.1 t or I ... ogoli3, as ::1;:U1.1:r~.at~d in ,J eSU~j the Oru'ia t 1;:~nd. in 
t he l·'a.th()X") wllQ~() coming Jesus OrU:'i l;, t foretold 1i1rl.U £'01" ';thi oh 
lla told lIla disr}iplea to prey - "i;,hat Spil"it \1111011 is SQ 
rLl1ghtil:r illuminat1ng the ea.rtll, bringing hid,d~n thiu gG t o 
1 ight e.nd making a.ll tl1in8B mr .• .1:11f·3st and cloe.r. 
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Dear Mr ~ Hoar: 

'You write me that.any of' the friends in America are anxious to 

know my; impressions of Acca and of Abdul.-Baha. How shall I write 

so as not, to feed the fires 0·1' supersti t:fion on the one hand, or fail 

to do justice t ,o the greatness of the subj ect on the other? There 

are times when we find the symbols we call words entirely inadequate 

and when we know that t in spite of all effort to avoid ft., we shall 
' . 

be mlsinterp1reted arid misunderstood. There are some unkind ones 

whO, if 'VIe allow the heart to express i teel! freely, will accuse· us 

of emotionalism, and over-credulity; and there are others who, if we 

restrain the heart" and write of facts ~ :fact,s, se:tt.ing them forth 
.' , . " 

in their physical asp-ect only, will accuse us of l.ack of spirid:.ual 

cOMprehension and almost of infidelity • However , God knows the 

heart, and acknowledging responsibility to Him alone, I shall 

endeavor to convey to all in~erestedsomething of the impressions I 

received on ,my visit to the BeloTed One at Acca in December, 1906,' 

now nearly four months ago. · 

To begin with, . I WGuld ,'tiO God that all the p·eople of the world 

could see and know Abdul~Baha as I saW and know Him! Then indeed 
~ . '. 

would War J strife and conflict cease', the fires of hell and hatred 

cease to burn, and peace, and g()od will r~:1gn Oin earth. 

But if w~ wr:fl teot Abdul .. Baha. as a p:ersonali.ty, as a man~ we 

must dascribe him as the simplest and moat humble- and most natural 

~a.n in all the ' ~orid.·. Helndulges in no poses, makes no 

pretensions, asserts .no supe,riori ty, cla.im.s no special privileges · 
" ' .. 

and in no way .~ taTer . Beeks, to impress you wi th his dignity and 
. , . ' .. ,' , ". . " . 

importance. . He wl1~ aa tw1 th you, walk with yo.u , talk . with you, 
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ask about your health, discuss the simplest matters with you, and 

answer your most triYial. .quest:!lons. In every sense of the word he 

is natural, and in every sense of the word simple. The p:hysical 

eye will observe· no halo, see no s,ign of supernatural power, detect, 

nothing, in :fact, that might ~ot be noticed in any really good, 

simple minded and naturally 'dignified man. We shall see one who, 

1 ike all those in this world who wholly sacrifice themselves t ,~ God, 

the e-vil minded can lie about, accuse! of evil and o,f ambition, mock 
. .' ' ." . 

at afld revile:. In a word, Abdul.-Baha 'viII appe:ar to us so silrLPle 

and so' natural that we will wonder What it is that some have been 

able to see in him, Who have set in circulation certain stories 

Which have appealed powerful.ly to the imaginat ion of many, and Which 

may easily, in time, pass into recordS of signs, wonders and 

miracles. We will :rind it difficult at first to realize that this 

simple, dignified., kindly and lovable man is the Centre of a spirit­

ual power, o:f a know~edge and, inspiration Which is re-creating the 

world; and is the 'obJect of ~ love and devotion which no man in the 
. , 

history of the worlcl' exce.pt Bahatutllfth, his father, ever received 
, , 

in his lifetime. And this love: and devotion :l1.a not confined to his 

followers, but is seen in ~h()~ewh() know ~othing Gf the Religt on of 

Which h~ is the C,entre. · We . will see high Turkish Officials (hi s 

,jailors), Turkish women of high rank, and p,eople of all cla~H.~es and 

conditions come to consult him on their most important matters, to, 
.. .. 

seek consolation ,and advice from him in their domestic troubles and 

to, ask' for hie ,prayers. · Twice a week we will see the p'oorgather 

around him to receive ; gifts at his hands, their only benefactor, 
. -

their only rea1 protect()lr ,t in this prison city of squalor and 

wretchedness. We will. plainly see., even wi th the physical eye, 
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that there i~ something in this simple, unpretentious man which 

causes all around him . t ·o lean upon him in all things ., and to regard 

him with a lova and devotion Which prevents his bitter enemies (a 

mere- handt'ul of envious an~ jealous ones} from speaking 111 of him 

e:xc&pt in the most round-about and steal thy manner. Vlha t is it in 

. this man that conquers all Who come in contact with him? This man 

to Whom all about him go in their tro,ubles; but Who himse'lf, if he. 

has any . 1t,ro·ubles , never. 'mentions them except to raj oice over them as 

victoriesl This man Who 1s so universal that from him we never 

. hear the word -II" 

As I write these words tears fill my eyes and run do~n my 

cheeks. I, whose heart has often seemed to him like a stone, a man 

hard-headed and combatatlye by nature, accustomed to indulging in 

plain speech, and in argument to giving and receivjmg blows) one 

who has never been ~egarded as sentlmentalor emotlonal - I, as I 

recall IrrY impressions of this man, am obliged to confess that my 

heart melts li.ke WBX t that the t .ears blind my eyes) and ·that all ' 

desire for controversy and argument, except as God may will, is 

taken out of me. What, I repeat., .is the strange power of this man, 

so simple, so natural, so unassuming, Who asks for himself no special 

consideration or reverence 'Whatever, but who cont.:inually points us 

to the things of the spirit and to God? To tell, so as to make my-

self understood, ·is beyond any power which God has given to me, or 

to any man. There are .some things Which the heart can apprehend, 

but the tcmgue cannot utter. In a Tablet to me the Master once 

wrote, "Turn with .t .by heart t ,o the heart of Abdul-Baha and the 

hidden mystery will be revealed to thee." I have obeyed this 

command and the mystery has been revealed, to me; but I cannot 
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express it in words; not even he can do that. The ltiYstery, how-

ever, is no mystery at all t~ those who can meet Abdul ... ]3aha heart to 

heart, and this meeting can be had, and by many has been had, without 

paying a physical visit to Acca. Only through the spirit can the 

reality and power of this man be apprehended. One 1s reminded of 

the words of Jesus, RIo man cometh unto me except the Father draw 

hiLm. " 

In spite of all I have said, however, I will try and give you 

an outer description of the Master. First, it must be remembered 

that he is 63 years of age and that he has lived a life of imprison­

ment·, of constant anxieties, and of hardship. He looks his age. 

:But no sign of physical weakness is apparent; on the contrary, ha 

impresses you as being full of strength and energy, an example of 

splendid manhood at that age. His hair and beard ' are grey, a.nd the 

thoughtful. lines on his faca and forehead are im keeping with his 

years. His beard is not Tary long nor full, but of silvery, fine: 

quality. His hair, which is the same color as the beard, he we~r8 

about level with the shoulders. While ~he hair, like the beard, is 

inclined to thinness, there is, as I remember, no s:flgn of baldness. 

His nose is large, slightly acqulline and finely moulde·d. His 

mouth is large andflr.a, but without, in the slightest degree, being 

hard, indioating a oombination of firmness and kindness. His 

forehead is high, broad and full, giving the :!impression of great 

intellectual power. The wonderful thing about the Master ' s 

physical personality 1s his eyes. When I return to Acca the first 

of June, I shall endeavor to more closely examine and describe those 

wonderful. eyesj at this writing I must confess my inab:iil:li.ty, and to 
. ., 

tell What it is about them that makes them so remarkable. Whether 
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they are black or blue or grey, or a combination of colors, I cannot 

.~. In fact, they seemed to change even as I looked at them and 

into them, as I did more than once. Of this) how-eve r, I am quite 

certain, that I cannot think of Abdul-Baha, nor say my prayers. 

without seeing those -indescribable eyes t and more than once since- I 

left Acca they have looked their lOTe at me i .n my dreams. , . 

:But one tires of pbysica11t ies. The important matter is to 

try to realize the fragrances of the Spirit. that are being wafted 

from that White splat and from that pure heart. Truly, there is 

that at Aeca Wb.1.ch cannot be seen with the physical eye, heard with 

the physical ear, nor understood with the inte.llect t a something 

Which the heart canteel and the soul alone apprehend and which 

cannot be reduced to the physical. symbols we call ,vords. 

When the 1la.ster speaks a something is set 1n vibration over and 

above the: phys~~a1 words,a something which is Spi.rit and ]:,,11'e, and 

'which bestows Spirit , and L~te; and it would seem that the outer 

words 'are merely a means of contact, or a physical medium of 

connection bet\feen the soul a.nd this Spirit of Li_fe Which is 

imparted to the soUl. That Whi.ch the soul receptive receives from 

t;he words is far more than the mere outer form of the words wQ:llld 

seem to warrant. :Wor instance, I asked the Master for the answer 

t .o a question which had troubled me for a year or more. He 

answered me in a 'few words,w:U-thout. apparently any particular effort 

at expla.nation, yet his sillWle statement conveyed to me immediately 

an understanding of the whole matter that perfectly sat:JLsfied. 

Perh~8 the same words spoken .by another wOlud have made no 

impression, for his answer was a simple statement without ~roof. 

Uttered by hin4 howeT.~, they s~emed to change the whole current of 
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my thought, create a new consciouaness in me, and supply me v'l'i: -ch t h e 

I)Ovrer of comprehension, 50 that a matter which had l?uz~:;lcd me fOl~ 

more than a year Was cleared up in an instant. I trust this will 

convey to you my meaning, that the real pow er at Acca is t he go wer 

of love, and knowledge, purely spiritual :lin its manifestation, a 

matter of the heart and of the soul, and has no connection 'N.hatever 

with physica1 miracles and phenomena • 
. , . 

To realize who Abdul.-Baha is, to urlderstand his rell:i. tl.on to 

Baha'u·t l1a'h and t .o Christ, to comprehend that he needs no other 

glorif:iication, commendation or exa.1tation than that he is Abdul­

Balla, to know Why it is that he commands that no othe:r name or tftl,~ 

should be g:!l.ven him, and that by no e:xplanation or interpretat.ion 

can the Station of Abdul-Baha be made any mort: glorious than1 t :is, 

one must be able, wi th the sp1t 01 tual eye, to see the things of the 

Sp·jLrit. If' we are ,to be content, as he is con'~ent, with his simpll~ 

des fgna. t io:n as the ' Se:Tvant of Baha, and have no des ire to refer t.o 

him by any other title, l.ike him we must realize that we are nothing, 

and that God is all; must eliminate the ego, surrender the self and 

allow God to do His work in us, instead of imagining that we have 

any power to accomplish it wi thin ourselves. To be able to 

apprehend the Station of Ab~u..."l-Baba is to apprehend, at l.east in 

part, the great truth of re'nunciat:J.on, of absolute 3urrendel~ tr) God. 
, " 

Surrender to Godl ' HC)w . easy to say, but how diffl.cul t to really 

understand and dol It means to be conscious of our nothingness, 

a.nd 'to open ' our souls flnd 'let the fragrances of the $piri t blt)'/Y 

through them; to feel that God in us :lis doing our seeing, our 

Willing, our think~ng, and re1ieving us of the responsibility. 

is to understand that He 1s the Graa t Burden Bearer on whose 

It 
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shoulders is the governm.ent of all things. Here. 1s a vicarious 

atonement worth having) a. vicarious aton€nnent which brings rest and 

peaoe and real salvation. Who are we and What can we accomplish? 

It is true that the station of man is very high, but it is high 

because of his capacity to reoeive from God • The breeze: of the 
. '. 

Spirit blows by the rocks a.nd by the trees and by the animals) but 
- - . . . 

they are unconscious of it. l!a.n, however, has the power not only 

to becoIlle conscious of it,' but to be the Instrum~n'tof t,t in the 

e:nllghtenment of mankind and the vllvii'ication of the world. And 

this is a matter of simple fa.ith. When we realize that we are 

nothing and know nothing and stand humbl.y before GOd, we w:1.11 oe 

clothed upon by the Spirit. Adam and Eve tried to make for them-

selves garments of fig l:-e:aves. GOd. gave them coa ta of 

skin. Zesus said~ -donsider the lilies how they grow·: they' toil 
. -

not J they spin not, a.nd' yet I say unto you that Solo:rnon :in all his 
, .. 

·gl.ory was not a.rrayed like: one of these. 1I "If then, God so clothe 

the grass) 'Wh:lLch is to!O'!>d.ay in the field and to-morrow :lis cast into· 
' ''" 

the oven; how much more Will He clothe ye, 0 ye of littlle faith?" 

W:iLth all ourtoi11ng ~nd spinning and f're,tt1ng, the best that we can 
, .. 

do is to clothe oursel.ves with mere garments of :fig.l.'~aves, y;:lth 

mere symbols to hide our ignorance. But those .Who have found the 

secret' of turning to God in perfeCt self-surrender and sure fai t,h, 

receive a spi.ritual ga.rment so beaut1.ful. that tlJ.e t,oiling and 

spinning of the metaphys.1ca1 schools, with their prOduct of so ... 

cal.led knowl.edge. 'becomes a. useless trouble and a weariness of t,:he 

nesh. ~e secret of real spiritual power is 'the renunciation of 

the sel.1' and dependenoe upon God. Th:Jl.s spirit of rerra..'1ciatton and 

of' absolute sUbm1~sion'and surrender to God, is the spirit in Which 

o~e is bathed at.Ac~a. The lesson of complete reliance upon God. 





, 
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Fro 1II . It{ r. a. Flo r e n c p K h f}. rt U III • 

to h~r PafHnts. 

"At last we are in tDe Mast,r's house, and have & beautiful room 

. rig h t on t n e sea, t l1 r ou g hw h l' c h _ t 11 e cool g e So breeze B f,"\1 EHl r c on tin un 11 y • 

The via\'! of t .ue Gulf of Acca issu~erb. I am ancba..nted with the bea.ut.y of 

the Medlte·rra.nea.n. here, &nd ,fro~ the time our stea.mer turn€,id t~le tyoint. 

at Mount tarmsl &fid enter.d thw~ulf of Aeca, I have been amaz~d an~ ~e~ 
. , .. 

lighterlwith the be(j,u'~Y of thsscane, ' ta,r surpas::dnf, dr:1scri ptions I'1.nit 

.. ' " e, ven ' ~Ee , colored photogra.phs. I wish we owned game l[:,nil on lH.r:11.rm€d, 

. wI.lioh·,Is. i ,nHa.l fa.. The air ,-the:re:" is so pure a.nd fragra.nt, a,no one SP,:~S II 

VA$t ' stratch 'ofsea. and ' mountain to landw1),rd, a.r~d he)'~ find a,t, H"dfll tl-:e·· 

llLusic of this ssa .. i ,9 .. eve;riu; .. o.n~ :'~.aars. 

As rie · sntered Acea. I .. no ,U,ce 'd . ~~n;atmoBphfi:r.e I had never se~~n h~)fore, 8. 

sort or clea.!11y, : :S\lUdB.Y : P£te..CG : '~: S ' 8varY'9here, wllleri · thegpirit an '1 nerves 

felt, and wlle:n . V:/6 .. ~ause.~ :. out: ~ld,e. <. tue Ma.ster's · doorvn"y, <Hl d~ ssr'!f!,nts !"ton 

believors ca.me h~.rry.jng Oll.t . te>, a.~sigt UB, and Ali 'Nhi3pr~red ~ '''Ph S 1S the 
, , " . .. ' . . .' . . ' . " ~ 

Ma.ster's house~!,)f~a.r8 :h,,:re,."l: ; .. f:e·l\t , au'ell .a radia.nt ligttt 'in tbe atllloopr· \>'r~ 
. ' . ".' ~ . . ' , . ' " . ' . • I', '1 • 

and re~'.lizad t,lllJ.t our LO . .rd'tiasfn,deed near. 
. ," ' ," ' , . 

,. , ! I. 

" .r : 

We irrived in~he ~&~1~~~ft~t~90p~ · ~nd soon aftar, the Master sent for 
. '",' . '. 

us. He gaveu8 abaautlftllwele~me. He was 80 loving, so kind. He took 

R a hi ill, t he , b I!. 9 Y , .i !1 , hi p , a. r III ~ , ?-nd ,k i g sed ' him, n, n d g a. ve 11 i m a. b 9 a. 11 1, i f u 1 r 0 -

~8.ry he was ca.rrying blIllB~rt. ,:Jt~ :: c~l1s him fla.him Khan alwi',Ys. Ths Vas-
' , ' • l ; " " . . ' .: 

ttH il> so beautiful,all : r~~i8.~c.e : and : joy ' and;-;oodnes3 in his spirit, and 

so gentlo and kind~ 
i ', · \ , , ,: ~: ,:. " ,: . 

But it is i1lp.o. s.8ibl~. :t9 : d~s,~rJ;:~E! .',h,i'-m. : He, 1 ;;\ lioyia:tu:ral' a:nd simrle:, ?.nd 

let his dignitYiS ,Spr~;ga.,l, : o.. ll.~. : >lo..ll).d . n·e .v~r presume in l3,ny . '.q~;i in 1118 pres-

ence. ' H~ i~\.'S9 ' :~ga~·er,ou;,~):,> :; ,:>~· . ,,9~~r4\Et.Y :,morn Ll ~shagi V'as .]orl'ay t,o' t hE; pnor, 
', . . .. :,' ' " , " 

following the }·{ohammad·e.n' c.i.i'sto.m :hl),re,.,· .Bllt his 'Nork 18 so'terrjfic: he f.e 
" . \. ' f ' .:;.': ", . : .' ':. ,~ - ~ . .' ' ',::',/' :,. ' . 

like tw~ persons, onajU:;8t :: tl}. f;) ib~ma.p. m.an, ; but, 01 COlll'SfI the mOf.lt r:,:l.orla u8, 
" -,. ;. ... ' ,', ,: : .. - -: " .' ."" ''' . '" 

Iflo~t perf6ct . llla.nc.~f3a.ted~ . : ":·T 'b;e.n .. H~ j's" t 'he ' Ma.st.er, the T?eaISi1irit.118,1 

King oi ' tl1is . illorld ' ao~ of . th~ .. !u,tu'l'e . csutuTias. . God, spealdn~ in t;,nd. . - . . ", ,',... . . ,'. ..,:':: . . (' ," . ::. ~. , " ' . . 

,.; 



Prop~ets of the past; only Hia ~tation is that ot rovealing t~B who18 Truth 

in this new dispensation. And often he sleeps only & few Hours, or has 

a f e va r, or s u t fer sin hi a h u ma n 1 t Y ; 1 ike 0 the r it 11 ffi an . be i n i" s, 0 Po 1 y b i s 

sufferiGgs are so great~ ~o human being could bear them. I ho pe t.o write 

aou more auout thase later. Yet he te ac hes the ~ !e a t lesson in ~iR life 

of illaniissting real joy sud fragrance, re a l happiness, true ri~ty an~ love 

of God, true kindness,truo her9ism, true faithfulnoss, r~al ~oodnesG in 

the midst of coloss!),1 . tl~i8.1s, d'lfricultiac f~nd a hundred thousand ~~nnr,lif~s, 

aud briDgs ' B~aeteeas and b8R~tl~ut of chaos. 

Ali fS g,ettlnga fast,, :a.n,d:>1,8 <,utte:d,y happ.~{ 
.. 

here. 'rho' Master if( 

ge[li::l(~US, very conuiderat's, very, 'bount! ful, and 0 f coul-se t he ': f!lOSt pf:Ht'r.<ct 

ho~t in ' the world. 
" 

We drive to thBg&rd~nof Biz!~n, which is one of the ~&Bt9r'8 ~nrden8, 

and. we sit bJ tr.l6 river 'under those two gia/l1t mulbol'r,Y trees, 8.n rJ have tf)H, 

while tae fountain is tRrned on. It is beautifully built, anri the wBtar m~ 

of Len takes the shape of a lily~ and inside a flame burning; so it oft en 

l00ks like a lily witn a heart of flame. 

W'd wa,lk arOllOQ the baa.u~iful reservoir. and tl.lt'1 f)venin r star com.S',,-' Oilt 

over t;~e distant. sea., tbe aaft aftarglow [i,n.d. twili ;~h tJ it: 'Ilhi cll the pr:tlm 

tress loot so poetic and beautif.ul, steels ovaI' t l'.e ,' ceria, and \H~ 'h'iv~J 

home 1n the evening when ·it is quite dark, thou~b not yet nisbt. 

Tflt;\iaster'S , spirit is 1'+11 lovaand kindn1'2ll3s. !hJ is 80 lUf?P,j; .':nr] li )'i!ub le 
~ , 

in His liipirit, bllt very kingly In ,· e.llllia bearinF: Il.'nd carria.ge, \TCl'Y di~-

nl(i&d in a trua sense, and he ~tten keeps them laughiD~ at tahle as bR is 

a ~reat wit, Ali says. 

He is glorions! At tll.ble he makes tham serve me first: t i: en t.h1:Y 1).'1.88 

to hiJl. He i~vas thaw away.oct walts until the last. You have to sea him 

to a p pre cia t a if h a. t .t his ' !Ii e a.n s, a. s <d 1 . t r e ~ t him wi t nco n f: 11 m TIl R. tel 0 v~:; it n f\ 

res pee t • A 1 t h,o ugh 11 e is ' i3 () S 1m. p 1 e h ~~ iss og n~ a. t t hat n 0 0 n e h I'l. S (~v e r lH; e n 

ani ODS like him. Then ~~&U be answers questions, or te~cbea, his wj~dom 

it; l:lLilt!{riHIIJ§ding. H,is ,lllustrationa, bj8el(11~rnt:isg, il:lloquenee, l:1\Qn e t­

ness, 'ff~!I~1 &nd g~odne.s;be is truly run rvelous, and one 0~Gily A0PB 

all the p~opnets and hp11 men of the p~at, an0 magnified in Him. 
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'f!1fJre is SiJell an atlnospilero of peace an d joy hera I'. bat. who ~ve)' is :1 1·ns 

forgets all bis troublss aDd lorries, all unhappiness, an~ fGels serBns 

un 'J 1: e r f 8 C t 1 Y u:,:, p p y, w ish i n g n 8 ve r t ole (J. v t~ t tJ e l.f. a. 13 t e r, 'II fJ (] t t' U 1 Y 'i 8 t b e 

ros& of their world, aud in wboso pre~eDC9 tLB spirit is at rast, ~nj in R~ 

~rane, so tbat one wiD~as always, as I Sd~, to live ~'it,l:\ t 'l A\'" .:- oS. '~ r t.. .• ' ,1"'1 (;;I . 0 ~, (~ • 

Thera is nothing to worry one, to burt one's fEH!iings, no worldly p00pig 

or struggles, but Just joy In the nearness of the Master. 

La.st fHeninb' as I stood. on the te ~ r!1Ce, roofless pia.zza, (llltsic(,? tLlf] 

big diniat, r09m~ ,aftd loo~:6A ' up a,t ' the vel'lety Syrian nIght, ilf:aVnnS vi! th 

~u 8 ir briiiia.nt profusion of g oldtjn st ,I,rs, a.nd Sfl,'1/ t.tl&' ~";~Vi ffi iH)D, 8C si.l-
. : . . 

ve l' .I' >" -:); 'n de}: qui sit, e i a. i1 d 1 00 kiD g i Il - a a. Vi' t l18 MaG t t) r W ';i,l kin g YI b n:::l tt, c) 

guests" wers IH~selilbling roJ' dinner, I want Ed to f,inc h UliJEdf t.o $'78 ~d; !'I, t 

t h 1 S ;'·llUi. r vel 0 us sea n a m sa. nt, 't .ti. a a xc e t-) din g but 8 t 1" a n ~; e e r i en t d b 9 a !l t y 0 f 

t!.l8 rligut, and t110i'If,licdking a.mong us , th.o f:rt''!n,t.ast. One in tfii. G wor ld. 

Suc~. 11 1"1 v i 1 a g 6 S JI'l a. k eon a fee Ion e i s d r t'1 a. hi i u g, and I w h 1 8 P G :r 1) d t 0 All -
'';' 

"Loo~ ~t tnis!, a.nd Loo.k in there!" 
*>, 

T,lle tll3'art reBts 30 here 1 

l~:;,jtter from Teheran, Peraia, .1a.nua.r~v 23rd to Khanum's sinter Ba.yS 

tnls has 'besu a wonderful journey. The 
noble 

croWniD~ glory was meetio£ the 

Mastarin Acca and his .I~'B hou~ehoid. "Oh really, dl3a:r A •••• that is 

~ile mos t ,wonderful ' aX i,i a'riance on ,earth today Y" 
_ - ~. : - - ' . ' " ' . _ i • ' ,' I 

. ( 8 ig~ Florence Breed Khanom. 


