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0 thou affectionate friend;: Know fhou that four proclamations
were issued from Kings for the rebuilding of Jerusalem. The first
is the order of Cyrus issued in the year five hundred and thirty-six
B. Cs See the Book of Ezre, Chapter One.

-Thé second prooclamation is from Darius, which was made in Five
Hundred and Nineteen B. C. See Ezra Chapter Six.

mhe third is from Artaxerxes, in the sefenth year of his reign.
This was in Four hundred and fifty-seven B. Ce See Ezra Chapter
Seven.

The fourth is from Artaxerxes in Four hundred and forty-four
Bs Cs See Nehemiah, Chapter Two.

Daniel's reference concerns the third proclamation. His Holi-
ness Christ lived thirty-three years. When we add the figures thirty-
three to Four hundred and fifty-seven, the total is four hundred and
Ninety; and this is the Seventy weeks complete. (i.e., 70 x 7 = 490.)

Likewise, in the twenty-fifth verse (Ch.9), Daniel speaks of
"Seven weeks, and three soore and two weeks." Then mention is made
of enother week which completes the seventy weeks, in the dAidst of
-whiggighe "8gorifice and the obligation", ceased by the lMartyrdom of
His Holiness Christ.

This matter incdetall 1s this; There are two dates stated
(by Daniel). One of these dates has its start in the decree issued
by Artaxerxes for Ezra oeoncerning the rebuilding of Jerusalem, and
terminates in the ascension (Mertyrdom) of His Holiness Christ. This
date comprises seventy weeks.

The second date begins with the finishing and completing of

the rebuilding of Jerusalem, and ends in the ascension of Christ.
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This date comprises three-score-and-two weeks. Tor, the rebuild-
ing of Jerusalem took seven weeks,- cach day of which weeks is one
year., That is, 1t was completed in the seventh week. And the in-
terval of time beginning with the completion of the building of
Jerusalem until the ascension of Christ, is sixty-two weeks; and
in the sixty-third week, which immediately follows and is connect-
ed with the séxty-tw o weeks, the ascension of Christ took place.
This date of "Seven Weeké" is the period of the rebuilding of
Jerusalem,

Thus if you take the date to begin with the issuing of the
decree of Artaxerxes, 1t will comprise seventy weeks, and if you
take it from the completing and finishing e# the construction of
Jerusglem, it will be $ixty-two weeks; and in the midst of the
sixty-third week the sacrifice ended by the martyrdom of His Holi=-
ness Christ.

O thou serveant of Godl I am informed of thy trials and caleam-
itiess There is a wisdom in this, of which you shall personally be
informed afterward. At present you must bear them in the utmost
patiéence and endurance. “These hardships and troubles sheall vanish,
and happy times shell arrive, and these calamities and afflictidns
are not due to any shortcoming on your part, but are because of
consumnate (Divéne) wisdoms.

You had written concerning spiritistic discoveries. The hu~
man spirit is a power which comprehends the realities of things.
411 that thou seest such as arts, inventions, traces and discover-
ies, were once in the realm of the unknown, and were &a hidden matter.

Buf the human spirit discovered such hidden mysteries &nd brought
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them out of the sphere of the unknown into the visible world.

For instance, the power of steam, photography, phonography,
tetegrephy and mathematiocal problems were all once:hidden nystery
and unknown secret; but the human spirit discovered such invisible
mysteries and brought them from the hidden into the visible world.
Consequently, it is a comprehensive energy, and has control over
the realities of things, and discovers the hidden secrets in the
domain of the physical world. But the Divine Spirit discovereth
Divine realities an@ cosmic mysteries in the realm of the Divine
(Supernal) World. I hope thou mayest attain the Divine Spirit,
discover the mysteries of the Divine VWorld and comprehend the
secrets of the physical world.

You. had asked concerning the thirtieth verse of the four-
teenth chapter of the Book of St. John, where His Holiness Christ
has said: "I will no more speak much with you, for the Prince of
the World cometh, and hath nothing in me." By "The Prince of the
World," is meant the Blessed Perfection. 4nd "He hath nothing dén
me," signifies that after Him (i.e., Jesus), all receive bounty
from Him; but that He (Blessed Perfection) is independent of, and
does not seek bounty from Him (Jesus), that is, is in no need of
bounty from Him.

You had asked concerning the disclosure of spirits after
the dissolution of the bodies. TUndoubtedly the Other World is =&
world of disclosures and vision, for there the veil will be re-
moved, and the human spirit will witness the souls above it, be-

neath it, or of an equal rank with it. Ais an exemple to this,

when man was in the feetal world, he had a vell before the eyes,



8L~

and all things were therefore wovered from him. Yhen he is bomrm
out of the womb into this world, because this world in comparison

to the foetal world is a world of disclosure and vision, he can
witness all things here with his outward eye. Likewise, when he
departs from this world into the Other World, whatever was veiled
from him in this world will become disclosed unto him in the Cther.
And in that World he will comprehend and perceive all things with
the eye of Insight, and will witness those like him, equal unto him,
apove him or outside him.

As 10 the equality of spirits in the Supreme World: By this
it is meant that the spirits of the believers, at the time of their
appearence in the world of bodies, are equal; and are all pure and
unsullied, But in this world, they will find distinetion: Some
attain to a lofty station, some seek an intermediate grade or stag-
nate in the early stages. This equality (of the spirits) is in the
original state of their being, end this distinction is after their
ascension (or departure frog this life).

You had written concerning "Seir", Selr is a place in the
direction of Nazareth, situated in Galilee.

As to the words of Job, spoken of in verses twenty-five and
twenty-seven, chapter nineteen: "For I know that my redeecmer live-
th, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth", etc.
But in this place, the purpose of these words is that "I (Job)
shell not continue abased, and I have a protecting friend, and my
helper and Redeemer shall in the end appear. And though, now my
body is weakened and afflicted with worms,'yeti

Héaled; and shall see Him with this mine eye, that 1s with nmine

shalltagain be
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Insight." Thes& words were spoken by him after he had been blamed,
and after he had himself too spoken of the imtensity of his afflic-
tions; and after his body was sufféring from worms by the violence
of disease, he wished to say that he shall be healed from all his
diseases and shall see his Redeemer with his own eye in his very
body.
As to the "Woman" who betook herself to the wilderness, as
spoken of in the Twelfth Chapter of the Revelation of St. John,
and the great wonder which appeared in heaven, and '"the woman who
was clothed with the sun and the moon under her feet." By this
woman 1s meant the Religion of God spoken of here under the term
"Yomen"; and the two orbs of “"Sun" end "Moon!", that is the two em-
pires of Turkey and Persia, are under the shadow of the Religion of
Gode The sun is the emblem of the Persian Zmpire, and the moon,
that is, the Crescent, is the sign of the Turkish IFmpire. Aind by
the "Crowns" is meant the Twelve Imams/Who assisted the Religion
ffE;; as to the "Man-child which

of God like unto the Apostles. (e
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(e) Though the "Crowns" ere mentioned as "Seven", yet they mean the
Twelve Imams, because there were five proper names common to the
Twelve Imams, whereas Seven different names telonged to the Twelve.,

Hence "Seven Crowns!" (i.e, Twelve Imams).
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was brought forth"; This child is the Promised Beauty (i.e. Baha'-
utllah) which was born out o8 that Religion of God.

Afterward it is said that the woman fled into the wilderness,
un
that is the Religion of God was transferred from Palestinehto the

ﬁil@ernéss of Hijaz, and remained there for One Thousand Two Hundred
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and Sixty Years, that is unto the day of the lLianifestation of the
Promised "lian-child", And it is evédently that in the Holy Sceript-
ures each day is given as one year.
Upon thee be greeting and praisel
(sig.) Ae Ao

In the following,I translate some Tablets and extracts from
Baha'u'llah;

The Homily to be read during the Wedding Ceremony:

"In His Name, the Giver, the Bounteousl!

Pradse be to God,%he Pre-existenv, the fverlasting, the ISternel
the Chengeless,- to Him who has testified to His lissence by His Own
Assence. Verily, He 1s the One, the Independent, the Lofty!

We testify that there is no God but He, and we acknowledge His
Singleness and Confess His Oneness., He has been everlastingly in
the height of His loftiness and in the summit of His Tupregnability
sanctified beyond the commemoration of all else save Him, and puri-
fied and independent akove all commendation by all else beside Him.

And when He desired to accomplish the order of the World and
show His Bounty and Beneficence unto nations, He enacted Laws and
established Paths, wheréin He laid down the lLaw of Matriwony, and
appointed it to be a fortress for prosperity and salvation; and Ie
commanded us to act in that which He revealed from the Holy Xingzdom
in His "Ketabil-Akdas" (i.e. Book of Baha'i Laws), and this is His
saying, Glorified is His Might, 'O ye peoplel! ZIngage in metrinony,
in order that there may appear from you that which (or those who)

may commemorate and nraise Me awmong My servants. This is My command
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unto you, if ye will take it as a helper unto yourselves!?

And we salute and bless the followers of El-Bayan who are
the people of Baha,- those who expended thelr efforts in promoting
Phis Manifest Religion, and whom the reproaches of blamers did not
prevent from following God.

Praise be to God, the Lord of all the Creaturesi®
"In the Name of the Object of the Whole Worldl

Preise beloveth and befitteth that Beloved One who has ever
been and Who will remain unto all Bternity. His Meroy has encom-
passed gll in emistence. This lMercy, in its primary state, is the
declaration of proof which becomes manifest from the dayispring
of Providence of the lierBiful. One,- in order that all may thereby
attain unto knowing that Sea of Pre-existence which is the HEssen-
tial lMotive for the creation of the world.

"In its secondary state, this Mercy is the Divine Commands,
through which nmighty and great ladder all may ascend unto the
station of Sanctity, of Eingleness and unto the swmmits of Glory
o Oneness.

"Blessed are those who in this day arise to assist the Cause
of the Lord of lMankind ﬁhth spiritual attributes and pure deeds.
God willing all the beloved ones must be in the utmost love and
friemdship, and never fall short in helping one another. The mean~
of the term "Mowasat" (i.e. fellowship) revealed in the Divine Book
is this,~ That each one of the believers must consider the others
like unto himself, that is, he should not count himself superior

to othér; that the rich should not withhold their goods from the
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poor, and that they make equal choice for other beliefers of what-
ever benevelent deeds they choose unto themselves. This is the
meaning of "Mowasat". And the linmit intended for "lowasat" (in
the Book) has been to this degree,- to emceed such limit is ac-
counted tefore God of selfish grades and egotistical desires. Ilay,
God forbid that we do so! DBeware lest ye commit that which is not
loved by God. God willing, all must engage in this commemoration
with the utmost sanctidy and puritye.

"Verily He is the Commander, the Hearer, the Knowerl™

"A word was seen in thy letter which is indeed a '"perfect
word." If any soul acts (in the spirit of) that word, he whll
attain to ell good, and it is this: '0 my God! O my Master! ly
wish is Thy Good Pleasure.'

"Ask thou God that thou mayest continue firm in this word.
Blessed 1s whosoever drinks from this Cup and is of those who know!
God's Munificence is bound@less and His Grace 1s endless; There
ne¥er 1s any interruption in the Bounty of the Bounteous One. He
has ever granted the wishes of all;gﬁn some instances, He has de-
layed this, as it has Heen deemed advisable for the person who made
the wish. Otherwise, he will attain unto the best of that which he
has wished, But for those souls who are indeed holding fast unto
God's Good Pleasure, another (loftiem) station is ordained. Blessed
are theyl! Blessed are theyl +.."

"You had asked concerning the station of parents in the next
life., One of the special bounties of this Manifestation is this

that~ev€ry soul who believes in the Dawning Place of the Cause, the
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Rays of the Sun of Divina'raror will syrround his parents, ahthough
they may not have attained to belief in the Manifestation, This is
His Bounty unto His beloved Ones, Praise thou God, and be of those
who are thankfull"

"I exhort you, 0 ye my beloved, to show forth the wsmost great
Trustiworthiness'amnng myléervants and creatures. For, tqgugh trust-
worthiness the Cause of God will be uplifted in the world, and the
senctlity of the Cause will become manifest amnng men. Be ye trustees
among the servants! |

"Thus have We exhorted them in the Teblets. Verily, thy Lord
1s the Khower, the wise.pneiJ Say: Trust ye in all matters in the
forgiving True One. verilﬁlﬂé bestoweth that which He willesth up=
on whgévar He willeﬁth and Hé prevents whomsoever He desireth from
that whioh He desireth, Verily He is the powerful, the Mighty!

"Let not the things of the world grieve you. God has indeed
ordained uﬁto you that whioh naught in creation can equal, were ye
of those who Know., Be ye firmd in the Cause in such wise that the

storms of the misleading ones may not shake you."

"As to thy queation-epnperning-the sould, and their acquaint-
ance concerning the éﬁnditiqn_of_each othernafter fheir ascension
(from thia.lifé)x Know thou, Verily the people of Baha who are
established in the"Red Ark" will ever associate, consort end har-
monize tbgethér and“spa:.ﬁﬁdf£farél'and-éacend in company with each
other, as though they'were one soul. Verily, they are of those who
are 1nforméd, who wili"piecéive and who will have knowledge. Thus

_.has the matter been decreed on the part of the Knowing One, the Wise
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"The people of Baha who dwell in the Divine Ark are 2ll in-
formed of each other's donditions, and they are in the soclety and
company of each other 1mt1mate1y. This station depends upon the
Assurence and the deeds of those souls. Those who dwell upon the
same plane are informed of the state, particulars and degrees of
each other, Those who are situated on a plane lower than that of
rheselsouls are not entirely and duly informed of the degrees and
stations of those on a higher plane., Hach has his (particular)
portion before thy Ldrd. Biessed is the soul who turns unto God
end is steadfast in His Love, until his spirit soars uo unto God
the Soverign, the ?owérful; the Forgiving, the Mercifull As to
the sould of those who do not believe (in God); By my lifey they
will know of their failings, end will ory and lement btoth at the
time of death and after ﬁhe @eparture of their souls from their
bodies. | |

"This is very evident and clear that after their death, all
will be informed of their own deeds and actions. I swear by the
Sun of the horizon of Power that at that time such a Joy wili come
upon the people of.Truth'whiah 1t is impossible to mention. Likee
wise at that time, auch rear and trouble and anxiety will come up-
on the people of wrror harder than which can not be imagined.

"Exoellent is the condition of whomsoever receives the pure
immortal Chalice--wine of;Faith from the hend of the Possessors of
Religions, and drinks the;ééf‘“. veo
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Notes taken by Chnarlotte Bingnam at Akka, Octohor, 108,

I inquired as to tlwe genscalogy of Baha'o'llakh, und
Abdul Bahs sald that Ho was of Abrahan's blood = not tixrough
Isaac or Ishmael, but thr'ouz(f;h cne of his other sons by Witurah
by whom he hal slz sons. Bee Junsphus. )

ilo said Abranan had bDooi t;-'aug,ht by god and So bocuns
the "Friend of God," and so throush "his seod were all the
nations of the sartih to be blestl Ho sald there wore two
kinds of lianifestations, local like Isaish, and universal,
like Jeosus Christ,. I esked 1 we Lknew of any universsl Lol
ifestation previcus to Ohrist Josus. He sald,"ies, iHclchiciw
deo," and that lelchisedec was tho one who taught Abraham
about God and through Abralham there cane tho "School of the
Prophots," vwho guldeod thoe iebrew race in spiritusl trutis, o
it Jesus Churdnt could bBe born to theu.

dence, as the groat Landloestations are one and the
sane, Jesus Christ could well say, "Before Abraham.vas, T ape”
ot Paul understood clearly, for in his seventh chapter to ths
Hobrews, he says: "After the slnilitude of llelchiisedes Bhore
ariseth anothor priest who is made not after thao law of z cEre
nal comuandment, but after the powor of an endless 1ils,"

Also the bwentietlh verss of ths sixth chapler of ow
brews, he suysi= "Josus nade a high priest forever siter thw
order of Lolchisodose" And the seventh chapbtor, thixd verpo,-
that ilelchisedoc was “without fathor, withoul mother, having
neither bogimming of daye nor cud of 1ifs.

A S

S0 In tracing Bala'o'llah's ancestry back to sbrana
Abdul Bahs showed me how His spiritual linsage 1s tracesd hack
to idelchiseded through Jesus Christ, end so Y could at once
somprenand who that nysterious personags wihio had puzzled ne
since mp childhcod's reading of the New Testauent wag, this
‘no without faethor, without mother, having neilther beyzirming
of days, nor end ol life - in fact, the great wmiversal God
Spirdit or Logos, as manifested in Jesus the Christ and in
the Fathoer, whose coming Jesus Christ foretold and fox whioch
iio told His disciples to pray - that Splrit vhich is so
alghtily 11luninating the earth, bringing hidden thinzs to
light end making all things nanllast and cloar,
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Dear Mr, Eoar:

You write me that many of the friends in America are anxious to
know my impressions of Acca and of Abdul-Baka. How shall I write
80 as not to feed the fires of sﬁperatition on the one hand, or fail
to do justlce to the greatness of the subject on the other? There
are times when we find the éymbolalwe call words entirely inadecquate
and when we know that,.in spite of all effort to avold It, we shall
be misintarpreted'and misunderstood. There are some unkind ones
who, if we allow the heart to express itself freely, will accuse us
of emotionaiism.ahd'over—crédulity; and there are others who, if we
rgatrain the heart, and write of facts as facts, selting them forth
in their phyaicaluaspect ohiy, will éccusa us of lack of spiritual
comprehension and glmost of infidelity. However, God knows the
heart, and acknowledging responsibility to Him alone, I shall
endeavor to convej to all interested something of the impressions I
received on my visit to the Beloved One at Acca in Décember, 1906,
now nqarly four months ago.

To begin with, I would to God that all the people of the world
could see and know Abdul-Baha as I saw and know Him! Then indeed
would war, strife and conflict cease, the fires of hell and hatred
cease to burn, and peace and good will relign on earth.

But if we write of Abdul—Baha.as a personality, as a man, we
must describe him as thﬂ_aimpiest and most humble and most natural
man in all the ﬁorid.l He indulgea in no poses, makes no
pretensions} ﬁésertﬁ.no sﬁpériority, claims no special privileges
and in no way‘ﬁhﬁtéwer seeks to impress you with his dignity and
importance. He will eat ‘with you, walk Wwith you, talk with you,
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aBk about your health, discuss the simplest matters with you, and

anawer your mosgt trivial questions. In every sense of the word he
is natural, and in every sense of the word simple. The physical
eye will observe no halo, see no sign of supernatural power, detect
nothing, in fact, that might not be noticed in any really good,
simple minded and naturallyddignified man., We shall see one who,
like all those in this world who wholly sacrifice themselves to God,
the evil minded can lie about, accuse of evil and of ambition, mock
at afd revile. In a word, AhdﬁldBaha will appear to us so simple
and so matural that we will wonder what it is that some have been
able to see in him, who have set in circulation certain stories
which have appealed powerfully to the imagination of many, and which
may easily, in time, pass into records of signs, wonders and
miracles. We will find it difficult at first to realize that this
simple, dignified, kindly and lovable man is the Centre of a spirig-
ual power, of a know;a@ge and.inapiration which is re-creating the
world; and is the object of a love and devotion which no man in the
history of the world, except Baha'u'llah, his father, ever received
in his lifetime. And this love and;devotion is not confined to his
followers, 5u6 is seen in thoue'who know nothing of the Rellgion of
which he Is the cenﬂre.' ﬁé.will see high Turkish officials (his
jailors), Turkish women of high rank, and people of all classes and
conditions come to consult him on their most important matters, to
seek consolation and advice from him in théir domestic troubles and
to ask for his prayeré. Twice a week we will see the poor gather

" around him to receive gifts at his hands, their only benefactor,
thelr only real protéctar, ih'this prison city of squalor and
wretchedness. We will plainly see, even with the ph&sical eye,



that there is something in this simple, unprétentious man which
causes all around him to lean upon him in all things, and to regard
him with a love and devotion which prevents his bitter enemies (a
mere handful of envious and jealous ones) from speaking ill of him
except in thé most round-about and stealthy manner. Yhat is it in
-this man that conquers all who come in contact with him? This man
to whom all ebout him go in their troubles, but who himself, if he
has any troubles, never mentions them except to rejolice over them as
victories! This man who is so universal that from him we never
hear the word "“II" |
As I write these wordﬁ tears fill my eyes and run down my

cheeks. I, whose heart has often seemed to him like a stone, a man
hard-headed and combatative by nature,-accnstomﬁd to Indulging in
plain speech, and in argument to giving and receiving blows, one

who has never been regarded as sentimental or emotional -~ I, as I
recall my impressions of this man, am obliged to confess that my
heart melts like wax, that the tears blind my eyes, and that all
desire for controversy and argument, excaﬁt as God may will, is
taken out of me. What, I repeat, is the strange power of this man,
so simple, so‘natural, 80 unassuming, who asks for himgelf no special
consideration or reverencelwhatever, but whe continually points us
to the things of the spirit and to God® To tell, s0 as to make my-
self understood,.is beyond any power which God has given to me, or
to any man.r There are some things which the heart can apprehend,
but the tongue cannot utter. In a Tablet to me the Master once
wrote, "Turn witﬁ thy heart to the heart of Abdul-Bsha and the
hidden-myatery wili be revealéd to thee.” I have obeyed this

command and the mystery has been revealed to me; but I'cannot
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express it in words; not even he can do that. The pystery, how-
ever, Is no mystery at.all tq those who can meet Abdul-Baha heart to
heart, and this meeting can be had, and by many has been héd, without
paying a physical visit to Acca. Only through the spirit can the
reality and power of this man be apprehended. One is reminded of
the words of Jesus, "No man cometh unto me except the Father draw
him,"

In spite qf all I have sald, however, I will try and give you
an outer description of the Master. TFirst, it must be remembered
that he Is 63 years of age and that he has 1lived a 1life of ilmprison-
ment, of constant anxieties, aﬁd of hardship. He lookg his age.
But no sign of physical weakness Is apparent; on the contrary, he
impresgses you as being full of strength and energy, an example.of
splendid manhood at that age. His hair and beard are grey, and the
thoughtful lines on his face and forehead are in keeping with his
years, His beard is not very long nor full, but of silvery, fine
quality. His hair, which is the same color as the beard, he wears
about level with the shoulders. While the hair, 1ike the beard, is
inclined to thinness, there is, as I remember, no sign of baldness.,
His nose is large, slightly ﬁcquiline and finely moulded. His
mouth is large and firm, but without, in the slightest degree, being
hard, indicating a combination of firmness and kindness. His
forehead is high, broad and full, giving the impression of great
intellectual power. The wonderful thing about the Master's
physical personality is his eyes. Vhen I return to Acca the first
of June, I shall endeavor to more closely examine and describe those
wonderful eyes; at this writing I must confess my inability, and to
tell what it is about them that makes them so remarkable. VWhether



5.

they are black or blue or grey, or a combination of colors, I cannot
8KY. In fact, they seemed to change even as I looked at them and
into them, as I did more than once. Of this, however, I am quite
certain, that I cannot think of Abdul-Baha, nor say my prayers,
without seeing those indescribable eyes, and more than once since I
left Acca they have looked their love at me in my dreams.

But one tires of phjaicalitiea. The important matter is to
try to reallize the fragrances of the Spirit that are being wafted
from that white gpot and from that pure heart. Truly, there is
that at Aécs Which cannot be seen with the physical eye, heard with
the physical ear, nor understood with the intellect; a something
which the heart can feel and the soul alone apprehend and which
cannot he reduced to the physical symbols we call words.

When the Hasfer speaks a something is set in vibration over and
above the physical words, a something which is Spirit and Life, and
which bestows Spirit and Life; and it would seem that the outer
words are merely ; means of contact, or a physical medium of
connection between the soul and this Spirit of Life which 1s
imparted to the aoﬁl; That which the soul receptive receives from
the words is far more than the mere outer form of the words would
seem to warrant. TFor instance, I asked the Master for the answer
to a question which had troubled me for a year or more. He
answered me In a few words, without apparently any particular effort
at explanation, yet his simple statement conveyed to me immediately
an understanding of the whole matter that perfectly satisfied.
Perhaps the same words spoken by another would have made no
impression, for his answer was a simple statement without yroof.

Uttered by him, however, they seemed to change the whole current of
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my thought, create a new consclousgness in me, and supply me with the
povier of comprahénsion, 80 that a matler which had puzzled ume Tor
more than a year was cleared up in an instant. I trust this will
convey 10 you my meaning, that tﬁe real power at Acca Is the power
of love and knowledge, purely spiritual In its ménifestation, a
mattar of the heart and of the soul, and has no connection whatever
with physical miracles and phenomena.

To realize who Abdul-Baha is, to understand his relation to
Baha'u'llah and to Christ, to comprehend that he meeds no other
glorification, commendation or exaltation than that he is Abdul-
Baha, to know why it is that he commands that no other name or tIitle
should be given him, and that by no explanation or interpretation
can the Station of Abdul-Baha be made any more glorious than it is,
one must he able, with the s?irifual eye, to see the things of the
Spirit. If we are to be content, as he is conten®t, with his simple
designation as the Servant of'Baha, and have no desire to refer to
him hy any other £itla, like him we must realize that we are nothing,
and that God is all; mﬁst eliminate the ego, surrender the self and
allow God to do His work in ug, instead of imagining that we have
any power to accomplish it within ourselves, To be able o
apprehend the Station of Aﬁdul—Baha is to apprehend, atv lz2ast in
part, the Sregt truth of renunciation, of absolute surrender o God.
Surrender to Godl How easy to say, but how difficult to really
understand and dbl It means to be conscious of our nothingness,
and to open our souls and let the fragrances of the Spirit blow
through them; to feel that God in us is doing our seeing, our
willing, our'thinking,land”raliaving us of the responsibility. It

is to understand that He is the Graat Burden Bearer on whose
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shoulders.is the governmént of all things. Here Is a vicarious
atonement worth having, a vicarious atonement which brings rest and
peace and real salvatlon.  Who are we and what can we accompligh?
It is true that tha'atation of man is very high, but it Is high
because of hia'cﬁpacity'to recelve from God. The breeze of the
Spirit blows ﬁy the rocks and by the trees and by the animals, but
they are unconscious of it; Man, however, has the power not only
to become conscious of it, but to be the ingtrument of it in the
enligntemment of mankind and the vivification of the world, And
this is a ﬁaffer of simple faith., When we realize that we are
hothing and kﬁdw nothing and stand humbly before God, we will be
clokhed upon by the s;;_irit'. Adam and Eve tried to make for them-
selﬁes garments of fig';ééves. Usaiéaa. God gave theg coats of
skin, Jesus said, “"Consider the 1lilies how they grow: they toil
not, they abin hbf, and yet'I‘saﬁ unto you that Solomon in all his
-glory was not arfé?ed 1ike one of fhes&.“ "If then, God so clothe
the'graés;'WEiéh is tqédaj in the field and to-morrow Is cast into
the oven; how much more will He clothe ye, O ye of little faitnen
With all our'foiiing énd-apinning aﬁd fretting, the best that we can
do is to clothe ourselves with mere garments of fig.lsaves, with |
mere symbols to hide our Igﬁoranha. ' But those Who have found the
Becret'of turning t0 God in perfect self-surrender and sure Pfalth,
receive a spiritual garment 80 beautiful that the toiling and
spinning of'the'métaphysical schools, with their product of so-
caliad-kndwledge, becomes a useless trouble and a weariness of ine
flesh, Ihé secret of real spiritual power is the renunciation of
the self and dependenoa upoﬁ God. This gpirit of renuncistion and
of absolute éubﬁigﬁidn'and surrender $o God, is the spirit in which

one is bathed at Acca. The lesson of complete reliance upon God
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From Mra. Florence Xharnum.
\ to her Parents. 1908,

"At last we are in tre Master's houss, a2rd have a beautfful room
right on tneo sea, through which the cool ssa breszes svweep continually.
The vien of tie Gulf of Acca is superb. I am snchanted with the beanty of
tue Hediterranean here, and from the time our steamsr turned the Point

at Mount Carmsl and entered the Gulf of Acca, I have bean amazed and delk

lighted with the baaﬁty of the.scana, far surpassing descriptions and

' ﬁ#éﬁ the colored photographs., I wish we owned some land on “t.farmel,
6bich isfin_ﬂﬁifa.' The sir there-is so pure and fragrant, and one sess a
vagt stretch bf'éea and mountain to landward, ard here zpd at Haifz the
music of the 863 13 ever in. one ! '3.08r8.

As +e entered Acca I noticed an; atmoephare I had never seen hefore, o
sort ot cle¢qu,ﬁ§uuday psace .was. averyshere, which the spirit and nerves
felt, dud whep uengauge@Fowtqlda;tne Mester's doorvway, and servants and
baiievéra.eame hurryi#p out to Sasist us, and Ali whiapered - "Th g ig the
Yastor's hoasa‘_na ara here,“ I falt guch a radiant light in the afmosp.are
snd reelized that our Lord was 1ndead near. |

Ve arr;ved in_pge ga;;y?aftggppqn,-anu soon after, the MHaster seni for
us. He gave us s bsautiful welcome. He wag 80 loving, so kind. He took
Rahia, the.babf,'in his n:mslgndwkiaaed-him, and gave him a beaniiful ro-
SarTy he LR carrying hinselft, -'Ha'callalhim Rahim Xhan always. The Yag-
ter is so bguu;iful, g;l;f@dignqaggnd-joy‘and goodness in his spirit, and
8o gentls apd kinde . .

| But it i3 1apossible to dssgriba:him.-,Ha i3 ao uatural and simple, and
Jet his dlgnity 13 ao reg&l ong. . mould pever presume in any way in hisz pre&
ence. He 13 ao danerous.-k ﬂnﬁriday mornings ha gives nonsy to the pror,
follpﬂing the:MOh%mnpdggTguatgm;harat -But. his work iz go terrific: he i
like two pers§n3! o§§_j9§£;bk§.h““gn'man,.but of course the moat clorisus,
Rost peffact wan craatédwv‘Then-Eé ia-the““aster, the Peal Spiritusl
King of wuis sorld any of the future centuries.. God, speaking in and

varougl Him as thrqngnrqu in Christ and all toe Hdoly Hesssngers and
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Propocts of the past; only His Station is that of revealing tue wholes Truth
in this new dispsnsation. And oftsn he sleeps only a few tours, or has
& fever, or surfers in his humanity; 1like othsar hnman beinpgs, only his
suffericgs are so great, no human being conld bsar themn, I hope to write
you more avout tiosse later. Tet he teachesz the a2rest lessorn in his life
of wanifesting real joy and fragrance, resl happiress, ﬁrue piety sand lova
cof God, true kindness, trualheroism, true faithfulpness, real goodnegs in
vhie #idst of colossal trials, difficultiss #nd & hundrsd thoussand ennnias,
and briﬁgs awoetesss and beauty out of chaos.

Al 1s getting a rect, and is-utterly happy here. The Haster is vary
genecus, very considerate, very bountiful, and of course thernost parfect
hoet in- the world. |

We drive to the gavdea of Rigwan, which is one of tha Mastsr'e sardens,
and we 8it by tae river upder those tsce gia.mt nulterry treeg, and have tas
while tne fountain is turned on. It is beautifully built, and the wsatar ok
often tavss tie shape of 4 lily, and ingide & flame burning; so it oftan
looks like a lily with a heart of fleme.

Wg walk arouna the beauniful reservoir, and the evening star comea ont
over thie distant sea, the soft after glow and twilight, in wbhich iha palm
tress look so poetic apd beautiful, stezls over iLie rcens, and se Adriva
howe 1n the evening whén it is Quite dark, though not yet nisht,

Tnghaater'slspirit is all love 'and Yindnegs. He iy go meal 2nd huwmble
in His Bpirit, but very kingly in ell hig bearing and carriage,  Very dig-
pified ip & true sense, and he often keaps then laughing at table ss he is
a creat wit, Ali says.

He ie glorious! At table he makes then szerve me firedl; then they pass
to aia. He waves thew avway and waits antil the last. Vou have to ses him
to appreciate what this means, as all treat him with consumnate love anid
respect. Although he is 8o simple he is so great thai no one has ever sesn

any ons lixe him. . Then when he ansvers questions, or teaches, his wiadom

]

is siaply gppailing. His illustrations, tics clearness, eloquence, swoet-
ness, PEENNENY end goodness; he is truly marvelous, and one naally sess
aii tke propusts and holy nmen of the past, arn’ magnifiad in Hin.
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Thaere is sucu an atwovspnere of péace and joy here that whoever i3 here
forgets all uis iroublan apd vorries, a2ll unhappinese, and feels serane
and perfectly uappy, wishing never to leave the Yaster, who truly is the
ross of their world, aud iz whose prosence tie spirit is at rast, ard in aw
wn0se koussiheld thers is peace, and in Wioss nearness is all joy and fra-
gran . e, so that one wiocmsa always, as I say, to live wnith thﬂHaaier.
There is nobthing to #worry one, to hurt one's feslings, no worldly peopie
or gtruggles, but just Joy in fne nearness of tne Master.

Last evening, as I atood on the terrace, rooflesgs plazza, outside tue
big dipiung room, and lookad ap at the velvety Syrian night, nesavens with
vkelir briliiant profuasion of golden sturs, and sav the naw moon, sc 8il-
verfkﬁnd erquisite, and iookiﬁg in - saw thae Master walking white the
guests.were assembling for dioner, I wantsd to pinch myself Lo sese what
tnlsfmarVelous scene meant, tius sxcseding but sirange Oriental bsauty of
the pight, and tneke,walking among us , the greategt One in tnis world.
Sucgrprivilegas make one feel one ig drsaming, anmd I whigpersd to Ali -
"Loé} s{ tais!, and Look in there!”

jﬁa_ueart rests so herel

Af tter fron Teheran, Percia, January 23rd to Khanum's gigter says
tiais has besn a WOnderIulb'ourney. The crowning glory was neeting the
Master in Acca and his 335@3 housenodd. "Oh really, daar A.... that is
Loe aast ﬁnndgrful'axéerianpa ou}aartn today!"

(Sig: Florence Breed Fhanon.



