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4 portion of a letter, written. during March 1905 by Mre. Iswbsllc
‘.‘:-::; Brittingham, in response to a reguest- received in a Letter
Trom a far western belliever whom she had never personally krowne
for a desoription of her Visit to ths Master's Preaeﬁca.
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Paasiné over the journey to Syria, which was but the way to
vt accomplishmont, I take up my pilgrimage from my first point of
zntry into that land.

In the beginning of September 1901, having taken the stenuer
from Beyrout, Syria, sailing southward on the Mediterranean Sea and
standing out.a 11tt16 from the land, we came opposite to jare on
the northerm point of the bay of Acre. The Lebanen hills seklina
the Qlty were half voiled by a cloudlike mist, but Acre= the "City
o Life"~ gtood out white and shining, touched here and thors by
the golden rays of the setting sun: "beautiful for situation, the
Joy of the whole earth® {Psalm 48:Z). As we slowly pasbsed on dowa,
I watehed it~ sitting motionless and with thoughis tco deep for
wordse- one beautiful Utterance from the Sacred Lips of the One Vhe
abode thérein constantly reverberating through my soul: ™pProm that
lfoly Fragramce in that White Spot all sidse and regions have been
verfuned, Blessed are they who inhule the odor thereofir

Passing on to the southern point of the bay, we lunded at
Huiffe at _the foot of Mount Carmel, to the south of which and cowing
up to 1t, lles the Valley of Sharom, and back of the mountains,the
Low 1ying.Lobanop hills, Ve were in the midst of Bible prophecy.
I went off on shore with.nr; Herbert Hopper of Paris, my companion
pilegrim, having met him for the first time at Port Sald- the bond
2 the Falth having at once made us brother and sister~ ror our

Taoes were turned toward the same Holy Spot, We were taken to u Xoilsl
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#hioh was also situated at the foot of Mount Carmel. The Hasteris
returning ambassador,Hadji Hussan Khorassani of Cairo,und his
anverpreter- with both of whom I had been making tne pllarisags
from New York- went off with an Oriental brother, and when next we
met them, it was in the Presence of our Lord,

At thie hotel we awaited the Word of our Lord to come to Him.
Harly on the following morning the Summons ocame for Nr, Hoppel,~ and
I #as left for a few hours alone, In the Interval our lordis wife,
the Holy Mother, who was then in Haifa with the Holy daughters- ocut
goan %o go to Aore- overwhelmed this unworthy one with a most
grazious visit of an hour, The power of (GOD emanated frowm ner to
suach & degres that ahe—seemed naught save the embodiment of Divine
Love, She appointed an hour in the afternoon for me t¢ come o her,
and te ramain to teﬁ with the Holy Houseshold, which im due time
Y zowae & blessed consummation, Late in the afternoom, also, a
third pilgrim arrived at the hotel, a young Englishman,Mr,Breakwell,
LY nEGs. Althouéh we had never met vach other, yet in one moment,
ihrough the precicus Spirit ¢f this Clorious Revelatlon, we were as
trother mud sister talking together,-with teers of happiness upou
our facepg~ ¢f the Falth und.of Its Power whioh had brought us
ter«ther under the shadew of Mount Curmel, to await the Divine Cull
tc the Suored Feet of the world!s Redeemer,

Furly the following morning that blesscd Word came,and togsther
wi began this lest stage of our pilgrimage to His Presence.

The drive from Hulfa to Aore is northward, around the shore
o7 the bay of Acre, through the Valley of Acre, with Mount Carmel
and the "Land of Zebulon"™ behind us, the hillas of ﬁ?hanon to the
righty and befora us the “land of kaphtali“- apd the ocity of Acrs
vyl looming up olearer and more definedjas owr carriage followsd

the road by the way of the sea", its loft wheels frequently sub-
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neurged in the blue waves iridescent with their tinted scaweed, Hero
and there a lonely palm tree appeared, a silhouette against the
perfect blue of a Syrian summer sky, and the ghore was occazionally
cilivened by an Arab with his camsl.

That ride has often been described by piigrime, aund it has
anver been overrated., The air was porfect,that blessed Septeumder
morning, snd our hearts were throbbing with the sense of nearncss
12 the Beloved, but we talked but fragmentarily. We read scue
illdden Words and Holy Utterances a little, "The Light of Hiu
Soauty" was upon my companion's face,znd it was in my soul, Cur
sompanienship had reached its aome in a gense of ovneness,ol
ineffable Jjoy, which could be expressed only in the language ot the
dpirit, |

Ve passed within the gates of that permal City, on up throupgh
1te narrow streets amid 1tg Oriental oconfusion and nelse,allghving
2t the entrance of a court-yard, and followed a guide therein, A
rov of beautiful Oriental brothers in the Felth awaited, there,
our coming, and greeted us in the NAME of that One Who has mede the
warld one home,- and them, still following our gulde, ve usocended
ar outer stulrouse and were ushered into a large ante-roow, wost
siaply furnished, in Oriental style, and werc reguestad to be seuabed,
and then were left alome. The hour was that of noon,- golden and
calu, We sat there with thought in suspension., A great stillunous
7¢11 upon me, Love seaned vibratlng everywhere, In s frow momonts
n wesnenger entored,and in low tomes invitod us to "partake of =«
material ard & Spiritual feast.” We followed him silently passing
through an upper court which had for its roof the blue sky, and
sntered a long room,advancing a little and then involuntarily
#ausing. The floor was tiled in the Eastern fashieng; the walls

plastered and lofty-also an Eastern oustom. On one side, toward



vhe upper end of the room, was & wide window,which was, 1 think,
latticed. At that upper end, which was slightly elevated, was
adpread & table for the noon meal, with a simple snowy cloth and
vure white china,~ chairs surrounding the table. There wus nothing
siet vwhatever on the floor or the walls of that simple spariment.
Around the room were standing,in perfect silence,with folded arus
and bowed heads, a number of the Oriental brothers whom I had pre-
viously met,~ awaiting the entrance of our Lord, We I'xw.d net long

o walt, At the far end, beyond the table, & door swung oalwly
spen, and a Figure, all beautiful and majestic, emlercd; clud in
shite flowling robes, and advanced .toward us. It was the NASUWRE. Bo
Jifferent was He- 80 absolutely All-Spirit- so mﬁch more glurious
thun the photograph taken of Him by a believer,many ye ars ugoi wnd
ine coples vf which have encircled the world) that I did notu, Ior
one instant, recognize Him, The next instant I knew wy Lord- and
then 1 lost all earthly consciousness in that Presencs, Those about
ize sald that I ocalled: "0, it is my Hanter!” and that I Tun W0

Him, but I did not kmow that I had done 80. I only xnew thai I
found myself Thore, before Him, kissing His beautiful Hunds, which
were extended toward me, Then they said He left me and wend tc
graeet Mr, Breakwoll, who was standing dazed and motiomlesz. I ao
not remember the Master leaving me, but dimly remembey accing Him
greet my fellow pilgrim, Then they said He returned to me and
taking me by the hand led me to my seat at the table, but I ranenber
notﬁing of this, That Great Vibration had brokem up the ald
conditions, and I was lost to the oconsoclousness of this world themn,
and for hours thereafter, although I, doubtless, wechaniouily lived
and moved, I had entered that Great Light, and Its Fower already
had begun the work of disintegration,
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Great days followed; too great, too sacred, to speak much
of, ¥or with what language of the flesh can we poriray them¥ Only
those who have been vouchsafed the blessedness of attaining that
Visit, and have continuously prayed during the pilgrimuge thither
to be emptled and cleansod that they aay be filled by Him, know
what that Visit meauns to the longing heart. I - the least of all
His children~ had seen the King in His beauty.

During later meals, as I sat beside my Lord,I undersicod
the juy of "bresking bread in the Kingdom of GOD*~ wnd I understood
the wyptical Glory eof the Truth of the "Lord's Supper!®

The parting, as I sat at the Feel of our Lord, ssaned
like the rending asunder of the spirit, But Mis Divine Benedichion,
thero go graciously bestowed upon this unworthy one, healed my
gerrow and wiped away my raining tears, and I went forth in the
Liznt of that Tove and Mercy, made living by His WORD.

I wag in our Lord's Presence five days- the number of tha
ab, Twice during that time I was permitted the blessing of
VYisiting the Holy Tomb of the Blessed Perfection, Bahalulllan, und
¢nce the beautiful Rizwan; and, praying in each, I received, iLhrough
Ffurther unveilings of His Presenge, the unspeakable realization of
the Powor and Etornal Glory of GOD. |

On the last night, before sailing from Halfa, nins of us =
Orientals and Occlidentals~ together assembled at the Tomb of the
Beb, upon the holy haighti of besutiful ¥ount Carmel, and sitting
in an almopt unbroken silence, looked across the blue waves o Acre,
the City of Tove and Peace for the whols world, watohing it untid
the sunset gold deepened into rose and then turned into ashes,and

the Holy City was hidden from our eyes by a migt; then by the Light
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from a lantern carried by one of our Oriental brothers in the Faith,
we degcended the mountain.

Barly on the following morning- September $th,1901- we

salled away from Haifa and the land which held our hearts for
evermore- we three pilgrims sitting in the sterm of the steamer-
and agaln watching the blesszed City of Acre until it glimmered out
of sight,

And then with the preoiouun&as of that Holy Vislt, as -
Perfume permeating our noﬁll s We turned back to the world to secrve
Him Whose banedictioﬁ upon us had dhiﬂgtd for us that world;Whose
Tove had made us its humble,unworthy, but privileged ocup«bearars
of Divine Knowledge congcerning its latsest and greatest Gift from
GOD= the Revelation of Bahatu'llah,
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Utterances of Abdul Baha Abbas, to two
Young Men, American Pilgrims to
Acre during November and December,

1001,

Tuesday, Nov, 19, 1901,~ Today the body of the
world is sick, All nations are raising the banners of n
war and the illness, being very severe , needs fhe divine
Physician, This divine physician has appeared and point~
ed out the proper remedy for the world's disease, but the
ignorant doctors continue to give various inefficient rem-
edies, and therefore day by day the sickness becomes nore
dangerous, There is no way for the world to be cured of
its 11ls except through ghe divine physician, because it
is likened into a sick body, while the spiritual teachings
are likened into the remedy, it being evident that without
the spirit the body will not revive,

One of the most severe of the world's diseases
is that of contention and strife, the fire of which is
burning among all nations and cannot he removed except
through the Word of God. As this intense fire can only
be quenched by the heavenly water, therefore the faithful
followers of God must be as a banner ol peace and as a
most luminous sun of hramony and union,

In the days of Moses the people pitched the
tent of martyrdon, and in the time of Jesus Christ they
established the greatest church; but in this time the
helievers in God must raise the tent of peace, union and
concord, I hope that through the providence of God the
brilliancy of love will light all the horizons,

At the evening meal on this day, Abdul Baha
spoke as follows:

In the world of creation there is one nature
common to all things, When we studt their nature, we
perceive that they are either essentially as light or
darkness, either fruitful or unfruitful, useful or use-
less, perfect or imperfect, until we come to man, when we
find that the human essence is endowed with two natures,t
the earthly and the heavenly, heing respectively the ani-
mal and the human, the satanic and the angelie, the mani-
festation of perfection and of imperfection, the weakness
of the body and the strength of the spirit, The animal
imperfections are as darkness, while the human virtmes
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are as light. If the satanic imperfection overcomes, the
darkness will prevall; but if the contrary, the perfect
~1ife will be attained, The divine Hanifestations are sent
and manifested to train the souls of men in such wise that
the divine qualities may overcome and the heavenly light
shine universally - that the virtues of humanity may be
distinguished from their vices through the confirmation of
the Spirit, and thelr spiritual qualities Become manifest,
Therefore, the righteous people are spiritual educators
and trainers, and their effective power is love,. Love is
the real magnet which attracts the hearts and souls of men,
antl consequently the purpose of the manifestations of God
is to radiate the light of love from their hearts, That
is why Jesus said, "I am love.," Thus it hecomes knowmn
that the highest human station, the chief virtue, the cause
of the greatest progress and prosperity which humanity can
attain, and the divine perfcction of the human race is
love, which is the greatest favor of the Majestic One,
This is the divine light, the eternal life, All the div-
ine manifestations and pwpphets taught this truth, and

the purpose of all of them was love, Abraham was the ser-
vant of this Cause; Jesus Christ sacrificed himself for
ity Muhammed, the ppophet, promulgated this teaching;
his highness, The Bab, lighted this candlestick; his hol=~
iness Baha'o'llah, manifested this brilliant star, This
is the original purpose, the essential part of the Cause,
the reality of the teachings of God, Therecfore, we who
are the servants of His Threshold must exert pur utmost
power, devote our lives, offer them as a ransom if neces-
sary, and give our time and all we have toc this cause, un-
ti1l this light be spread all over the world and this hril-
liant star shines from the dawning place of humanity.
Accordingly, his holiness Baha'o'llah (Glory be to Him!l),
has said, "All are fruits of one tree and leaves of one
Branch," Therefore, it behooves us ¥o ignore discord,
purify our hearts and consort with all people with fragra
rance and spirituality till fighting and quarreling, war
and dualism bhe, through the providence of God, removed
from the nations; concord and agreement be the light of
union, truthfulness and tranquility be spread among the
people, and the world of humanity become as one person,

Albeit, this matter is very great and we are
very weak and poor, but our confidence and trust is on the
strength and confirmation of God; the strength of God is
capable of changing a drop of water into a large sea,
.Through the power of God, Peter, the fisherman, was made
the rock of the Temple, and David, the shepherd, was made
a prophet, while Joseph, a prisoner, became the Governor
of Egypt, Consider how extremely weak were the disciples
of Jesus Christ; but because they gave their lives for
this Cause, they became confirmed and strengthened,
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November 2@,- Dinner, The history of the pvo-
phets who came before Abraham is not known, but it is known
of those who came after hinm,

Abraham was a prophet for his own people; Moses
was a prophet for the Israelites, and through his power
other prophets were manifested among the Israelites, Je-
sus Christ, through his spiritual power, taught a few #n
his time, though in reality there were only twelve disci-
ples, one of whom was Judas Iscariot, who bhetrayed him,
thus leaving elevn who remained with the }Master, The
greatest of these disciples was Peter, and the weakness
of even his bellef was such thatihe denied the )Master
three times, In the cycle of Muhammed, the prophet was
a forcible power, and in the cycle of Baha'o'llah (Glory
he to him}) there existed the greatest spirituality and
forbearance of oppression, The spiritual power of the
Blessed Perfection in his days was such that thousands of
people entered the Kingdom, «nd through the power of the
Word of God, more than twenty thousand, upheld by the
strength, steadfastness and firmness of their bhelief, un-
der great oppression,went tothe place of death and with
perfect happiness and joy drank {rom the:cup of martyrdom,
They were cut to pleces while uttering "0 Thou, Baha'o'llah!l"

All this occurred during his day; therefore con-
sider how great is his Cause! Compare it with that of hhe
ancient prophets,

The Blessed Perfection (Glory be to him}), in
his holy days, declared himself universally, sent notices
to queens and kings, and taught all who wished to know
the truth, To the Shah of Persia he wrote with the
greatest evidence, and the Persians as well as the differ—
ent nations, are informed of this, In his letter to the
Shah of Persia, he requested that all of the learned men-
be called together for the purpose of asking him ahout
miracles or arguments until either truthfulness or falsity
should become manifest,

Thursday, November 21,-~ Dinner, The kingdom
of God is likened unto a garden and the gardener is a
blessed Manifestation, The gardener comnes and finds the
trees unfruitful and the garden in disorder, Through
his instructions order is restored and the trees hecome
fruitful, Through the Divine Gardener, under the shadow
of God's mercy, certain souls are trained and educated,
He changes unfruitful trees into fruitful ones; drieéd
trees into fresh trees; and under his direction every
kind of useful tree is planted, while many and fragrant
flowers grow, By the "Cloud of “ercy," the heat and the
light of the Sun, and by the life-giving breeze this div-
ine gardener is strengthened,
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As the garden of the world is planted and cul-~
ivated under the shadow of the divine gardener, it he-
comes the Paradise of God, All the unfruitful trees are
changed into fruitful trees; different kinds of flowers
and grasses grow; rivers and streams abound and the great
ponds and lakes overflow, all in such manner that if any
one should enter the garden he would say, "It is not the
same 1t was formerly, it is the greatest paradise.,"

We hope that the faithful followers of God in
America will become gardeners of this paradise of El-Abha,
and the fruitful trees of this garden, Their statements
and explanations should be as Tlowing rivers and streams
so that they may give life; the fire of their love should
be as the heat and rays of the sunj; their teachings should
be like the rains of providence;- their spiritual charac=
ters should be like the life-giving breezes which diffuse
the fragrances throughout all regilons, This is the
bounty of the kingdom; this is the providence of God,

November 21,-~ Supper, When this blessed Cause
was manifested in Persia, some of the divines and famous
learned men became believers and were martyred, The -
people murdered The Bab, thinking they had ended the

"holy Cause, They annihilated thousands of families,
plundered the goods of the believers, killed men :nd cap-—
tured women, and’children, llowever, it was found that
this had no destruoctive effect upon the Cause, but that
the flaming fire of God was kindled the more, The lamp
of God became more brilliant, waves of the sea of hounty
increased, the breeze of God grew stronger, and the
frajgrahce of the Holy Spirit bhecame more powerful; and
after imprisoning the Blessed Perfection, the government
decided® to bhanish him to Bagdady thinking that through
this banishment the root of the Cause would be destroyed,
As it took one month to go from Teheran to ¥Bagdad, it was
thought hy the people that all trace of the Cause would
be lost; on the contrary, the Cause of God became more
powerful, his words more widely spread, his proclamation
nmore generally heard and the power of his Cause the strong-
er; consequently the government decided to send the Bles~
sed Yerfection from Bagdad to Constantinople., As Con=
stantinople was a large city and as there were many Per-
gsians in the city who traveled freely, this plan also

- proved fruitless, Through the power of the Persian gov-
ernment the Blessed Perfection was then sent to Adrianople,
in Roumelia, a country very far from Persia (and a pos-
session of Turkey), Because there was no railway, there
was very.little travel by the Persians to and from Adrian-
o ple, and therefore, it was thought by the learnmed men
of Persia that the Cause of God would have no effect upon
the Persians, However, it was soon learned that these
places were not places of banishment for the Blessed
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Perfection (Glory be to him!), and it was therefore decid-
ed that he should be sent to some small place - a place
where murderers were confined, where robbers were inpris-
oned, so that this Cause would be weakened, Accordingly,
the clergy, or learned men of Persia, being hostile to
this holy Cause, so arranged that the Blessed Perfection

was sent from A&rianople (the Land of Mystery) to Acre,
Syria‘

In this prison (Acre) the flag of the Gardener
of God was raised, the greatness of the Word of God ap-
peared and the Sun of Truth shone in such « degree that
all the horizons became clear,

Praise be to Hod) The promises about the
Holv Land were fulfilled and the glad-tidings uttered
through the tongues of the prophets of God were realized,
for the enemies caused the Blessed Perfection to be sent
to the Holy Land and to have his residence in the Promis-
ed Land,

Therefore the faithful fol&owers of God must
know that calamities in the path of God will cause his
truth to become more apparent.

The crucifixion of Jesus Christ was the means of
spreading the light of the Cause of God and the martyrdom
of his disciples resulted in the eternal greatness of the
Cause, The disciples were like torches, which, though
burned by the fire of the hostility of the people, yet
they enlightened the world,

Therefore the hellevers must not be sorrwoful
for this re-=confinement and for these new calamities, but

they must be more attracted and kindled in cutting them-
selves from the world,

N¥ovember 23,~ Dinner, A certain rich man came
into the presehce of Jesus Christ abd said "0 Thou Spirit
of God, I want to be one of thy disciples," Jesus said,
"Go and follow the ten commandments," In reply the man
said, that he had known the ten commandments from his
youth and wanted to receive some new teaching, Jesus
then said, "Go to thy house and give all that thou hast
in the path of God and carry thy cross and come to be my
disciple,"

The rich man thought a little and then went away
sorrowful, The meaning of this is that each soul who
wishes to take a step in the path of God, must carry his
own cross, devote his life to God's servive, und welcome
sacrifice, He must devote himself entirely to the Cause
of God, and bear all calamitles and hardships in the love
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of the Blessed Perfection, One must consider pains en-
dured in the way of God as the mercy of God, and calami-
ties as his favors and gifts, If it were not so, every
soul would be worthy of the love of God, by which the
faithful are distinguished from the unfaithful, the truth-
ful from the untruthful, and the sincere friend and he-
liever from the hypocritical cnemy,

The believers and the friends of God as the fimpst
step in his path must devote themselves to the bearing-of
calamities and hardships, As a thirsty man asks for
water, so also must the believers ask for troubles and
misfortunes in the path of God, because troubles and cal-
amities for the love of God are great gifts, Every bhit-
ter thing in this way is sweet and every poison 1s the
means of eternal 1life,

It seens that some of the believers are sad and
sorrowful bhecause of the re~confinement of Abdul Baha,
They ruust not be sojy bpather, they must know that this is
the means of my greatest Joy and happiness; that is, my
gratitude and thankfulness, Through the bounty of God
I hope for more of these calamities, It is my desire
that T be put in a dark prison in chains, sent to the gal-

llows that my breast may be the destination of a thousand
bullets; cast into the sea, or driven into an endless
wilderness,

My hope is that the helievers nay be steadfast
after my departure; that their Tlame may ne greater and
their love more and more, Then they must he as lighted
lamps in order to brighten the horizons and camse the pro-
clamation of God to reach all people, They must spread
the divine teachings throughout the world, save the souls
of munkind from the drakness of ignorance and bring the
people of all nations into the light of guidance, Every-
one of the believers must he a star of guidance and a
lamp of the Supreme Concourse, So it will bhe,

Novemeber 24,~ Supper, In the time of the

Maniféstutions of God people were hindered mostly in two
wWayS. First the statements of the previous books were
not understood, Second the people failed to see the
pure identity of ghe emple of Body of Fhe Hanifcstation,
For instance, as to the statements of the previous books:
When Jesus.Christ was manifested, the Jews looked at the
verses of the 01ld Testament literally, outwardly, and
were hindered because they did not understand, The out-
ward meaning of the verses was the cause of their hin-
drance, For example, it is stuted in the 01d $estameny,
concerning the reign of the Messiah, that he would ascend
to the throne of David; his sceptre would be of ironj
he would spread the law of the 01d Testament; that all
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nations would woship the God of the Israelites; and

that in the time of his reign, love would appear hetween
mankind and the animals, so that ferocious beasts would
become gentle, the wolf and the lamb would drink from the
same fountain, the lion and deer would graze in the same
pasture, and the birds of prey and partridges would live
in the same nest, The people took the. outward meaning

of these statements, Because Jesus was not even the:pos-—
sdssor of a mat, they did not think he could be the pos-
sessor of the throne of the kingdom, lle was oppressed a
and persecuted and rejected, le fled to the mountains
and the wilderness from the Jews who had denied him; he
was hungry, destitute and homeless, e had not even a
wooden staff; therefore, they wondered how could he be
the possessor of an iron sceptre, “e did not ascend

the throne of David, but instead was hanged upon the
crosg, - for his throne was his cross, He did not spread
the 0l1ld Testament, but he abolished 1t, O0Other nations did
not woship the God of The~Esraelites, on the contrary the
Israelites were conquered by the Romans and some of the
Jews became idolaters, ‘

In the time or cycle of Jesus cruelty and tyran=~
ny were such that the people crucified even Jesus himself,
How, then, could 1t be possible for the wolf and the lamh
to drink from the same spring,

" As ‘the people did not understand the real mean-—
ing of these stutements in the old prophecies, they could
not comprehend the Holy Book, but took the outward mean-
ing, and therfore arose to musder his holiness Jesus Christ,
crying out, "We crucify him, we crucify him," They plac~
ed a crown of thorns on his head and made him ride a dohk~
ey through the streets and bazaars, They mocked and
laughed at him, spat in his holy face, and at last shed
his pure blood,

~ In short, because the Jews did not understand
the 01d Testament they were deprived of the beauty of Je~
sus Christ, while in reality all that was stated in the
01d Yestument did happen und appear, Some expected
Christ to descend from the placeless; some expected him
from the City of Sabbath, and others expected the }Messiah
to descend from heaveny In reality Jesus did descend from
heaven, because he was a heavenly man, although he was born
from the womb of his mother Mary, That is why he said he'%
came from heaven, und that he was in heaven, as related in
the Gospel of St. John, lecausc the people did not un-
derstand the meaning of heaven, and had known him from his
birth as the child of his mother, }ary, they denied him,
saying, "We know this man, He is Jesus of Nazareth,"
and they would not believe that he had come from heaven,

These jgnorant people thought heaven was the
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endless sky, while the real meaning of heaven is the werld
of spirituality, It is possible for man to walk on earth
and at the same time be in heaven, or in the spiritual
world, The hody is from the world of possihility, hut
the spirit is from the placeless,

As to the prcphecies: One of thenm referred to
the reign of Jesus, liere reign means spiritual reign and
not rulership over a kingdom which is only a hand full of
dust, Consider that reign even to this day in the world,
Its commandrients are effective, its lamp brilliant, and
its dominion powerful, If this spiritual reign, even
in this mortal world, hias such effect, what will he its
effect in the irmeortal world?

The Jews were waiting for a “essianic reign whicl
would be like the reign of Victoria or the (ueen of Holland,
The worldly reign is for conquest and death, while the
spritual reign is for the mercy of God and eternal life,
This spiritual kingdom gives life, while the worldly
kingdom takes 1ife; the worldly kingdom destroys and is
the cause of poverty and need, because kings and queens
are in reality the poorest of pecople, while the spiritual
kingdom gives bounty and is the rmeans of eternal wealth,

As it was said the people of the 01d Yest.ment expecterd
that Yesus would have an iron sceptre, Sceptre signifies
that of a shepherd leading his Bheep. The meaning is that
the sceptre is likened unto a sword, that is to say, the
swvord of the tongue and not that of iron, because the sword
divided enemies from friends, «n't the tongue of the Son of
Reality is that kind of a sword which separates enemies
from friends, divides darkness from light and guidance from
sedition, As Isaiah the prophet in his vision stated,

"I have perceived a Lenple having eyes l@ike a flame of
fire, and having two swords in his tongue, nd his feet
were of irom."  The meaning of this is that the eye which
burns all hindrances ofveils must he of fire, and the (foot
being constant and firm in the Cause of God, rust he lik-
ened unto iron, while the tongue which divides truth from
falsehood must he likened unto a sword,

As soon as the Word of God was uttered hy the
tongue of Jesus Christ and the proclamation of His Holi-~
ness arose, truth was divided from falsehood and the peo-
ple of light were distinguished from the people of dark-—
ness, Those who accepted the truth were considered to
be the people of the Kingdom, and those who denied were
accounted as the people of darkness, Therefore the tong
gue of his holiness Jesus Christ, was like a sword, that
is, he spread the teachings of God,

The prophecies in the 01d Testament referred to
the spreading-of the law of God. the law of God meant
the spiritual teachings of God, and not the teachings
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pertaining to material things,

The law and commandments are divided into two
branches, spiritual teachings and corporeal or material
teachings, Spiritual teachings pertain to morality and
character which are the breezes of the Holy Spirit, the
life of the soul, The spiritual teachings will never bhe
aholished in any cycle, as they are the eternal law,

One of the cormmandments is the love of God, and is the
virtue that crowns the heads of the believers, This is
the original and principal teaching that Jesus Christ
spread in the world.

The teachings of Moses were effective only in
Palestine; but the splritual teachings of Jesus Christ
were spread throughout the whole world,

The material teachings, those which distinguish
lawful from unlawful things, change‘according to the exipg-
ency of the times, because circumstances and conditions
are not always the same, One of the symhols of the ap-
pearance of Jesus Christ was that the wolf and the lamb
would drink at the same fountain, the lion and the deer
would graze in the same pasture, et cetera, This means
that the splritual dominion of His Holiness would unite
all nations and tribes in harmony and love, that is to say,
nations having hostility towards each other would eat at
the same table and drink from thw same fountain or cup,
The difference hetween them is likened unto the difference
between the wolf and the lamb, This appears to be very
difficult, but through the power of the VWord of God this
friendship, harmony and agreement are produced, as is the
case in this time when we consider the affiliation and
love which now exists hetween the Americans and the Per-
sians, notwithstanding the long distance which separates
thaﬂ‘ ’

The second hindrance to the people was that the
blessed Manifestations in the day of the advent appeared
as human beings with human bodies, and subject to the
same conditions as the balance of mankind., For instance,
the people noticed that Jesus Christ was the same as all
other men as regards eating, drinking, sleeping, sick-
ness, fatigue, clothing and lodging. They said he was
one like themselves and did not understand how he could he
the Son of God. As he was a human being, a natural man,
the people wondered how he could claim to be a heavenly
man, Because he needed food, the people did not believe
he could be the manifestation of opulence, He was oblig-
od to sleep, and was a captive in the hands of the Jews,
therefore they could not believe he knew the mysteries of
the heart and was the Minister of the Kingdom. As he
was suhnmissive to the Romans they said he was not the
Manifestation of God. He was hung upon the cross amidst

R 5]
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the meanest surroundings, and therefore they declared
that he was not the promised Messiah, In short, as the
people were gazing at the human temple of His Holiness
they were hindered from seeing the essence of the light
of Christ, They were like Satan who gazed at the earth-
1y body of Adam but being deprived of seeing the real
individuality, his virtues and perfections were not not-
iced, Thus it was that Satan denied Adam,

These people who are veiled and blind in the
time of the holy manifestations are the descendants of
Satan; they consider the corporeal temple, and are de-
prived of the mystery and reality of God which shines in
the hearts of the manifestations, They see the body bhub
not the spirit, and consider the chimney but not the light
of the Imap; they notice the shell, bhut not the pearlm
the thorn but not the rose; they hear the word but are
unabhle to understand the meaning; they behold the house
but are unable to see the owner, That is why they are
veiled and are not able to distinguish between the holy
manifestations and themselves, and consequently in the
time of Jesus they rejected the Christ, Therefore Jesus
Christ said he would come again in the clouds,: * HHere
clouds signify humanity, As the clouds are obhstacles or
hindrances in the way of seeing the sun, so also is the
human temple an obstacle in the way of seeing the light
which shines from the holy heart of the Sun of Reality,

December 1,~ In this greatest period there are
only two manifestations, the blessed Bab (May my soul be
a ranson to him!) and the Manifestation of the Blessed
Perfection (Glory be to him!),

We are all the servants of the threshold of Baha
and the one who serves most in his holy threshold is the
most beloved, My greatest wish and desire is submissime-
ness and servitude at his holy threshold, My name,

Abdul Laha, means the servant of God; my heart is the
Servant of Balla, and my spirit is the Servant of Baha,
and rejolces only in this nane, My purpose is love, not
only by word but by action.

The essence of all essences is love, which is
likened unto the meat of the nut, while all else is lik-
ened unto the shell or outside, YThrough the providence
of the Blessed Pepfection our spiritc must be full of the
love of God. Therefore, anyone who asks you ahout me
should be told that I am the servant of Baha, because
this ismy only wish,

‘Some years ago bwo believers became excited over
a discussion as to the station of the Blessed Perfection,
one of them declaring that Baha'o'llah was the Holy Iden®—
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" tity of God., . To settle the dispute they submitted the
. matter to.the Holy Presence, and the Blessed.Perfection
~answered, "When there is a. quarrel, all are wrong; but

when there is; 1ove, ‘all: are right," The Blessed Perfec-—

.'tion said the only ‘thing that is not beloved is discord

an& a11 thab is beloved is love.-

The bel evers must ‘love each other and must

‘reflect the love of’ God. Some may say the lamp is a
1ightj  others may say the lamp is ‘the place of the man-
“ifestation of the- light.u- ‘Both statements are correct;
~ but what is wrong is to quarrel, because it is contrary

to the. foundation laid by God. :

Therefore, in order that there may be no dis-

“cord, a11 of the believers in the truth must not mention
' me except as Abdul Baha, “‘the Servant of God, The essen-~
“tial thing 1s love, - I must love you and you must love

me,  Such is the meaning of the truth, while untruth
means: rancor, discord and hatred, All else save love
is: merely outwardly uttered words,

Monday, December 2,-- Supper, This world is

.--1ikened unto ‘the: ocean, ‘the law and teachings of God is
- the ‘ship; . ‘the mate 1s the covenant; the Captain is God;

and the seaqhore ib the Plngdom of ﬁhha.

3 Tuesdaj, Deaaiber 3. It is stated in the New
Testament that Jesus Christ was once drinking of the fruit

. of ‘the yine (1uice of grapes) and said he would drink no
more except in the presence of the Father, This means

that the spirit needs food for strength as well as the
body. .. The appearance, of the holy manifestations is for

.. ther, purpose of causing the heavenly table to descend.
-This table means the divine virtues and characteristics,
“‘and 1isthe means: of strengthening the spirit and life.
‘Therefore we hope that as this heavenly table has descend-

ed from the kingdom of Abha in this marvelous period, the

believers and friends of God will have a great portion of

it, so that they will be the cause of eternal life and the
means of enlightening the hearts of the people of the

in short G hope you will ask God to bless you

fﬂas being the real sons of the Icingdom, because the sons
~.of “the" kingdom are of. two. kinds, Cne is. the real son

and the other is the material one., Judas Iscariot and

3Peter were both sone_ef the kingdom, but. Peter was the
_.j-real son, . Judas was the materiql son, consequently he
i was’ deprived.- ‘Phe'-real sons of the kingdom are those.
. souls who' act according to the instructions and teachings

of Baha'o 11ah, the Blessed Perfection. They are drunken




' Pége 12,

'  such manne an ho 0r to the Cause of God

eing'astonished mav say, "These

' hen-they started for Acre

heir.return, thev possess

elved'a second.hlrth they have

-pfiﬁtl'” This copy was made
~printed copies loaned Mary M.
hicago, Ill.l_  ML.MLR,



Prom Utterances te Pilgrias in 190i. THWCINimag e,

"Advanoe xlways in the Kingdeom of Baha®u'llah, MHake
‘alwmys thy heart ocoupied by the mentioning of Baha'u®llah.
Consider only that in your eyez is Baha'u'llah; in ycur hoart
is Bahx'ﬁ'llahi in your inmost heart 1s Bahatu?liah, If you
fall into trouble,say: "Ya Baba Ul ASFAL"™ Ana if say ons
oppdso you, auwy: "Ya Baha Ul ARBAIM Rven when you qay be
in your work, mention: "Ya Ruha ¥ OATHALMY

"Thou wilt be blamsd for My suks, Thow wilt be injured
for My sake, People will atiribute to thee infidelity fer
My sake, Thou wilt bear trouble for ¥y sake. ke encouraged
a.ndb not tn_l"._ It happened just the sams in the time of
Tesus Christ."

CRive @4 F2o- e . | o
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Portions of Tablets and Utterunces to Pilgrins

Revealed by the MASTFR,ABDUL-BAHA.

T .

Prom Utteranses to Pilgrius in 1901,

0 PROPLE: |

The Doors of the Kingdom ure opened; the Sun of Truth is
shining upon the worldi;the Fountainuy of YTife are flowing, the
Day=Springs of lerxoy have appeared; the Createst and Most
Glorious Light is now manifest te illuuinate the hearts of
men! Vake up and hear the Voice of GOD ocalling from &ll parts
of the Bupreme World- "COME UNTC MK, O ye children of wmen;
COME UNIO MR, O ys wip are thirsty, end drink from this Sweet
Vater whioch is desocending in torrents upon all parts of tha
glebe!® |

Now is the time! NOF It THF ACCFPTFD TIWE! Look ye at
the time of Christ! Haud the pecple realized that the Foly
Spirit of GOD was speaking to them through His Tivine Houth,

they would not have walted thre¢ centuries before accepting
Him, And now is it meet for you thst sou wure mleeping upen

the beds o:f_‘ idleness and neglect while the Futher of Christ
has oome amongst us and opened the Greatest Noor of Bounteous
Gifts and DLivine Favora!l Let us not be 1like those in past
co'ntﬁri“ whe were deaf to His Call, and blind to His Bewuty;
but let us try and open our oyes,that we may see Him; und
open our ears that we may hear Fim; and cleanse our hearts

that He may come and abide in our temples,

These Days are the Days of Faith and Deedsz; not the days
of words and lipservices!



Let us urise from the sleep of negligence and realize
what a great Yeast is prepared for us; first eating thereof
curselvea, then giving unto others who are mirnting for the
Vater of Knowledge,and hungering for the hru‘.& of Lifs,

These Great Days are swiftly passing, and once gone,they
can never he recalled, 8o while the Hays of the Sun of Truth
are still shining, and the “CENTEKR OF TER COVREANT OF GOL" is
still manifest,- let us go forth to work; for :fter & whille,
the night will ocome, and the way to the Vineyard will not then
be =20 @asy te fina!

The Light of Knowledge hath appeared before which the
darkness of every superatitious fancy will be annihiluted!

The Hests of ths Supreme Conoourse ure descending to
assist all those who rise up to serve their Lord;, to subdue
and gain the victory over the City of the Hearts;to proclaiu
the Glad-Tidings of the COMING OF GOD and to unite the soulg

of His oreatures!
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Portion of & Tablet revealed in 1902,

"Be not gorrowful on account of the affliction of Abdul-
Baha, for calamity is a light whereby His Fauce glistens among
the Supreme Concourse; arfliction is healing to His RBreast,joy
of Nis Heart, happiness to His Soul; nay, rather, mest
honered garment upon His Temple,and best gown upon His Body,
and dsarest Urown en His Head. This is His utmost desire,

*Inplere unte 00D,and suppliocate te Him in your prayers
at morn mvd eve, asking GOD to destine to Abdul-Baha, the
draught of the Great Martyrdem, a0 that He may woeloome it with
His great desire, and asoend unto the ¥ingdom of GOD with
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11lumined Pauce, with smiling Lips, brilliunt Porehead,esloguent
Tongue and great thankfulness,among the Supreme Concourse;
and wpon ye be greeting und praise!”

S S W R A W P e W W -

Portion of a Tablet revesled in 1%0%.

“Regarding thy extreas sorrow, thy sadness and thy great
regret for My lugrrisenment, there is ne narm therein, Verily,
in My Spirit, My Feart and My Reality, have I degired every
oalumity in the Way of Rl-Buha.

"My catastrophies will inoreuse hersafter,until they will
become an overflowing,rushing stream. At that time ¥y Boson
will be dilded, My Spirit rejoioced, My Fody gladdened and My
Ryes brightened, forusmuah as this is My utmost desire,
greatsst objeot, comfort of My heart and Spirit of My Life.®

W T -

Portion of w« Tablet revealsd in 1902,

*"Then know ye that Abdul-Peha is in cheerfulness und joy
and in the happiness ¢t groeat glad-tidinges through being in
thisfar distant prison, Hy the Life¢ of Kl-Baha, this prison
is Vy Supreme Puradise, My uimost deaire, the joy of My heart
and the dilation of My breast; Ny sheltsr, My asylum, My in-
aoccessible cave and My high preteotion, By it I glory among
- the angels of Reaven and the Supreme Conoourse,

*"Be rejolced, O friends of GOD, with this confinement,
which i3 & cause of freedom; this prison, whioh is & means of
salvation(te many), and this suffering, which is the bexnt
cause of great comfort, Verily, by GOD, I woeuld not change
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this prisen for the throne of the command of the horizons; and
would not change this confinement for all exocursions and snjoyments
in the gardens of the earth.

"Yerily, I hope, through the kindness of My Lerd and His
¥ercy, Boumty and Generesity, to be suspended in the air im His Puth,
and that My Breast may beocsme the target to be plerced by thousands
of bullets; or that I may be cast inte the botiomless seau, or thrown
into the wilderness and plains of barrenness., This 1p Ny utuost
alm, My supreme desire, the animation of My Spirit, the healing of
dy Posom and the sight of Ny Kyes,

"As te ye, O friends of GOD: Make firm your feet in the Cause
of GOD with such firmness as cannot be shaken by the wost great
disasters of this world, Be not troubled by anyhhing undser uny
ocondition. Be as lofty mountains, dawning stars from the Horizon
2f Rxistenocs, brilliant lasps in the assemblies of oneness, and
lowly souls~ pure-hemrted with the friends.

"Be Signs of Guidanoce, Lights of Piety, fevered from the world,
holding fast to the Firm Rope, spreaders of the Spirit of Life,
ablders in the Ark of Safety, manifestations of mercy, dawning sturs
of the mysteries of existence, pointas ¢f Revelsilon, day-springs of
TLight, strengthened by the Holy Spirit, attragcted toward GOD,
sanotified from all things and frem the (natural) qualities of the
pecple, and characterized with the attributes of the m gels of heaven
80 yo may attain to the greatest gift in this great century and
¥ew Age.

"By the Life of Xl-Baha: ¥Neo one will odbtain this great favor
save he who outs himself from this world, being attraoted by the
Love of GOD] whe 1s dead te the desires and wppetites of self,

sincere te GOD im all things, and mesk, humble, haploring.pleadins
and lawly bhefare AOD . ®



