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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11
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60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 66

This first 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) volume is dominated by two complementary registers: (1) “public”
doctrinal and social principles articulated with a deliberately universal scope, and (2) the “infras-
tructure” of a persecuted, geographically dispersed community—teaching, travel, correspondence,
and the careful custody of revealed texts. The latter comes through especially in extended letters
written in the voice of an intermediary, where the act of writing itself is foregrounded as a spir-
itual instrument: BH00172 opens with a sustained meditation on the Pen as both the bond and
the divider of the world, and then turns to practical counsel on promulgation of the Cause “with
wisdom,” the hazards of publicity, and the urgent need to secure and safeguard Tablets so they do
not fall into hostile hands.

The centerpiece, however, is the Lawh-i-Magsud (BH00140), which reads like a compact manifesto
of Baha’u’llah’s mature teaching on human nature and social order. It frames revelation as a divine
pedagogy across cycles, then presents the human being as a “supreme talisman”—a mine of latent
capacities whose “gems” are drawn forth by education. From that anthropological premise, it moves
directly to unity as the telos of religion and civilization, insisting on humanity as “one country” with
shared citizenship, and offering a pairing of “consultation and compassion” as the twin luminaries
of divine wisdom. The tablet’s concern is not merely moral exhortation but the “rehabilitation
of the world” through practical statesmanship, including the purposeful direction of the arts and
sciences toward human advantage and social peace. Alongside these “public” teachings, BH00140
also preserves a vivid, more personal epistolary moment: Maqgsud’s poetic address is acknowledged,
his travel plans (Damascus, then Mosul) are noted, and he is counseled to pursue a profession,
cultivate tact, and remain guarded amid intrigue—a concrete window onto the lived realities of
itinerant believers beyond ‘Akka.

Several other items reinforce these two registers. Lawh-i-Jud (BH01707) reprises the insistence
that teaching must be governed by prudence—sowing only where “pure soil” is found—and again
singles out consultation (explicitly coupled with compassion) as a guiding principle for collective
life. In the multi-recipient instructional material embedded in BH00025, the community’s precari-
ous circumstances sharpen into explicit discipline: believers are forbidden conflict and corruption,
are urged to copy and preserve Tablets, and are instructed to keep their circulation concealed
save among the trustworthy—an “operational” ethics inseparable from the larger spiritual man-
date. A few shorter pieces function as concentrated proclamations of eschatological urgency and
steadfastness—e.g., BH05487 casts the present as the Day of Resurrection and makes constancy the
central post-recognition virtue—while BH01872 is notable for its Islamic formal register (“blessings
upon Him after Whom there shall be no Prophet”), suggestive of address to, or mediation with, a
Muslim official milieu.
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BHO01707

BHO01707

Lawh-i-Jud
To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1299-01-08 [1881-Nov-30]

In My Name, who calleth out before the face of the world!

O Thou who bearest My Name, Jud [Bounty|! Upon thee be
My Glory. Give ear unto that which thou didst hear aforetime
when the Daystar of testimony was shining resplendent above
the horizon of ‘Iraq, when Baghdad served as the Seat of the
Throne of thy Lord, the Exalted, the Mighty.

I bear witness that thou hast hearkened unto the melody of
God and His sweet accents, inclined thine ear to the cooing of
the Dove of divine Revelation and hast heard the Nightingale
of fidelity pouring forth its notes upon the Branch of Glory:
Verily there is none other God but Me, the Incomparable, the
All-Informed.

O thou who bearest My Name! The glances of the loving-
kindness of God have been and continue to be directed to-
wards thee. While in His presence, thou hast heard the Voice
of the One true God—exalted be His glory—and hast beheld
the unveiled splendor of the Light of divine knowledge. Pon-
der a while! How sublime is the Utterance of Him Who is
the Sovereign Truth and how abject are the idle contentions of
the people! The accumulations of vain fancy have obstructed
men’s ears and stopped them from hearing the Voice of God,
and the veils of human learning and false imaginings have pre-
vented their eyes from beholding the splendor of the light of
His countenance. With the arm of might and power We have
rescued a number of souls from the slough of impending ex-
tinction and enabled them to attain the Dayspring of glory.

Moreover We have laid bare the divine mysteries and in most
explicit language foretold future events, that neither the doubts
of the faithless, nor the denials of the froward, nor the whisper-
ings of the heedless may keep back the seckers of truth from
the Source of the light of the One true God. Nevertheless some
people seem to have been seized with epilepsy, others are torn
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BHO01707

up even as hollow tree-stumps. They abandon God, the Most
Exalted—He before Whose revelation of a single verse, all the
Scriptures of the past and of more recent times pale into lowli-
ness and insignificance—and set their hearts on lying tales and
follow empty words.

i Thou hast surely quaffed from the ocean of Mine utterance and

hast witnessed the effulgent splendor of the orb of My wisdom.
Thou hast also heard the sayings of the infidels who neither
are acquainted with the fundamentals of the Faith, nor have
tasted this choice Wine whose seal hath been broken through
the power of My Name, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
Beseech thou God that the believers who are endued with true
understanding may be graciously enabled to do that which is
pleasing unto Him.

How strange that despite this ringing Call, despite the appear-
ance of this most wondrous Revelation, We notice that men,
for the most part, have fixed their hearts on the vanities of
the world and are sorely dismayed and troubled by reason of
prevailing doubts and evil suggestions. Say: This is the Day
of God Himself; fear ye God and be not of them that have
disbelieved in Him. Cast the idle tales behind your backs and
behold My Revelation through Mine eyes. Unto this have ye
been exhorted in heavenly Books and Scriptures, in the Scrolls
and Tablets.

Arise thou to serve the Cause of thy Lord; then give the peo-
ple the joyful tidings concerning this resplendent Light whose
revelation hath been announced by God through His Prophets
and Messengers. Admonish everyone moreover to observe pru-
dence as ordained by Him, and in the Name of God advise
them, saying: It behooveth every one in this Day of God to
dedicate himself to the teaching of the Cause with utmost pru-
dence and steadfastness. Should he discover a pure soil, let
him sow the seed of the Word of God, otherwise it would be
preferable to observe silence.

Not long ago this most sublime Word was revealed in the Crim-
son Book by the All-Glorious Pen: “The heaven of divine wis-
dom is illumined with two luminaries: consultation and com-
passion.” Please God, everyone may be enabled to observe this
weighty and blessed word.

) Certain people seem to be entirely bereft of understanding. By

clinging to the cord of idle fancy they have debarred themselves
from the Sure Handle. I swear by My life! Were they to reflect
a while with fairness on that which the All-Merciful hath sent
down, they would, one and all, spontaneously give utterance to
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these words, “Verily Thou art the Truth, the manifest Truth.”

It behooveth thee to turn thy gaze in all circumstances unto the
One true God, and seek diligently to serve His Cause. Call thou
to mind when thou wert in My company, within the Tabernacle
of Glory, and didst hear from Me that which He Who conversed
with God [Moses] heard upon the Sinai of divine knowledge.
Thus did We graciously aid thee, enabled thee to recognize the
truth and cautioned thee, that thou mightest render thanks
unto thy bountiful Lord. Thou shouldst safeguard this sublime
station through the potency of My Name, the Omnipotent, the
Faithful.

2 Convey greetings on My behalf to My loved ones and suffer

them to hearken unto My sweet Voice. Thus biddeth thee the
One Who hath bidden thee in the past; I am in truth the
Ordainer, the All-Informed. Glory be upon thee and upon
those who give ear to thy words concerning this momentous
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To: Mirza Asadullah son of Muhsin, in Yazd
Date: 1299-01-08 [1881-Nov-30]

O Mirza Asadu’llah, son of him who hath ascended to the
Supreme Companion! He is the Most Holy, the Most Great,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

A mention from Us unto him who hath attained to the recogni-
tion of God when every ignorant and remote one turned away
from Him, that he may rejoice in His remembrance and speak
forth His praise in such wise as to attract the hearts of them
that have known God. O Asad! He Who is the One, the Sin-
gle, maketh mention of thee from this Spot which God hath
made the point round which circle the Concourse on High and
the dwellers of the Cities of Names, and then they who circle
round the Throne in the name of their Lord, the Mighty, the
Trusted One.

Blessed is thy father, concerning whom the Supreme Pen was
moved to make mention both before his ascension and after
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his elevation to a station wherein he beheld the world beneath
his shadow. Verily thy Lord is the All-Witnessing, the All-
Informed. We have mentioned him in such wise as would cause
the near ones to invoke blessings upon him at morn and even-
tide. Grieve not at what hath befallen thee. Verily thy Lord
maketh mention of thee in such wise as would gladden every
hearing and perceiving one. We make mention of him in this
Spot that God’s chosen ones and His loved ones who have
turned unto God, the Most Exalted, the Most Great, may re-
member him thereby.

O Mubhsin! I bear witness that thou didst hear the Call when
it was raised betwixt earth and heaven, and didst answer thy
Lord, the Manifest, the All-Knowing. Blessed art thou for hav-
ing quaffed the Wine of Life from the hand of the bounty of thy
Lord, the All-Bountiful, and for having attained unto the most
great steadfastness when feet did slip and every lofty mountain
was scattered to dust. Thou art he whom neither the clamor
of the divines held back from the Creator of heaven nor the
assault of the oppressors from this Great Announcement. We
bear witness that thou didst rend asunder the veils when the
All-Bestower came riding upon the clouds, and didst acknowl-
edge that which the Tongue of Grandeur did utter: “There is
none other God but Me, the Almighty, the Powerful” Thou
art he from whom they that have known God have inhaled the
fragrance of steadfastness in this Cause at whose appearance
all things proclaimed: “By God! That hath appeared from
which all who are in the earth have fled in terror, save those
whom God hath willed, the Lord of this wondrous Day.” Thus
hath the Lord of all mankind made mention of thee that the
servants who have believed in God, the Lord of the worlds, may
visit thee thereby.

O Asad! Divine favor toward him is manifest and evident from
wondrous and sublime verses, and the testimony that hath
proceeded from the Supreme Pen concerning him is, in the
sight of God, greater than all the treasures of the earth. Verily
He seeth and witnesseth and speaketh. Thy Lord is indeed
the All-Mentioning, the All-Knowing. Though for some days
in this world he bore afflictions, trials and the like, this was
in accordance with God’s conclusive wisdom. I swear by the
Sun of utterance that such bounty hath been vouchsafed unto
him as the pens of the world and its scribes are powerless to
describe. If thou shouldst perceive these words, which are more
delicate than the fragrance of a garment, with an attentive
ear, thou wouldst attain unto the most great joy and wouldst
cry out in all nights and days “Thine be the praise, O God
of the worlds!” God willing, thou shalt drink of the choice
sealed wine in the name of the Self-Subsisting - and that wine
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is steadfastness, for the treacherous ones and the satans are
engaged with the utmost effort and striving in leading souls
astray. Ask thou God to protect thee and His servants. Verily
He is the Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Wise. The glory be
upon thee and upon thy mother who heard and turned unto
God, the Lord of this wondrous Day.

BHO02984

To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan
Date: 1299-01-08 [1881-Nov-30]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Knowing, the All-Hearing

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him and that
He Who hath come from the heaven of divine revelation is
the Hidden Secret, the Impenetrable Mystery, Whose advent
hath been foretold in the Book of God and hath been heralded
by His Prophets and Messengers. Through Him the mysteries
have been unraveled, the veils rent asunder and the signs and
evidences disclosed. Lo! He hath now been made manifest. He
bringeth to light whatsoever He willeth, and treadeth upon the
high places of the earth, invested with transcendent majesty
and power.

3 Blessed is that strong one who will shatter the gods of vain
imaginings through the potency of the Name of his Lord, He
Who ruleth over all men.

O My Afnan! We would fain mention thy name as a token of
grace on Our part, that the sweet savors of My remembrance
may attract thee unto My Kingdom and draw thee nigh unto
the Tabernacle of My majesty which hath been hoisted through
the power of this Name—a Name which hath caused every
foundation to tremble.

Say: O peoples of the earth! By the righteousness of God!
Whatever ye have been promised in the Books of your Lord,
the Ruler of the Day of Return, hath appeared and been made
manifest. Beware lest the changes and chances of the world
hold you back from Him Who is the Sovereign Truth. Ere long
will everything visible perish and only that which hath been
revealed by God, the Lord of lords, shall endure.
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Say: This is the Day of meritorious deeds, did ye but know it.
This is the Day of the glorification of God and of the exposition
of His Word, could ye but perceive it. Abandon the things
current amongst men and hold fast unto that which God, the
Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting, hath enjoined upon you. The
day is fast approaching when all the treasures of the earth shall
be of no profit to you. Unto this beareth witness the Lord of
Names, He Who proclaimeth: Verily, no God is there besides
Him, the Sovereign Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

Well is it with thee, O My Afnan, inasmuch as thou wert hon-
ored to receive My Holy Verses, hast inhaled the sweet savors
of My Revelation and responded to My Call at a time when
My servants and My creatures, casting the Mother Book be-
hind their backs and, clinging to the dictates of the exponents
of idle fancy and vain imaginings, have denounced Me. Thus
hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken in the kingdom of utter-
ance at the bidding of God, the Lord of Creation.

Persevere thou conscientiously in the service of the Cause and,
through the power of the Name of thy Lord, the Possessor of
all things visible and invisible, preserve the station conferred
upon thee. I swear by the righteousness of God! Were anyone
apprised of that which is veiled from the eyes of men, he would
become so enraptured as to wing his flight unto God, the Lord
of all that hath been and shall be.

May His glory rest upon thee and upon such as have drawn
nigh unto Him and apprehended the meaning of that which
the exalted Pen of God, the Almighty, the All-Loving, hath
recorded in this Tablet.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa)
Date: 1299-01-08 [1881-Nov-30]

We make mention of him who hath been attracted by Our Call
when it was raised from the summit of transcendent glory and
hath set his face towards God, the Lord of creation. He is
numbered with such as have heard and responded to the sum-
mons of their Lord at a time when the peoples of the world are
wrapt in palpable veils. He testifieth unto that whereunto God
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hath testified, and acknowledgeth his belief in that which the
Tongue of Grandeur hath uttered. Unto this beareth witness
the Lord of Names in this wondrous Tablet.

O My exalted Pen! Bring him, on My behalf, the joyful tidings
concerning the things that God, the Powerful, the Omnipotent,
hath reserved for him. Indeed he hath, for most of the time,
been hemmed in by manifold sorrows, and verily his merciful
Lord is the One Who seeth and knoweth all things. Rejoice
thou with exceeding gladness inasmuch as this Wronged One
hath turned His face towards thee, hath mentioned thy name
aforetime and doth mention it at this very moment.

Unto My loved friends give thou remembrances in My name
and convey to them the tidings of the gracious bounties of their
Lord, the Giver, the All-Generous. From this exalted station
We send Our greetings unto such believers as have taken fast
hold on the Sure Handle and quaffed the choice wine of con-
stancy from the hand of favor of their Lord, the Almighty, the
All-Praised.

In this Day the faculty of hearing exclaimeth, “This is my
Day, wherein I hearken unto the wondrous Voice coming from
the precincts of the Prison of my Lord, the Perspicuous, the
Hearing.” And the faculty of sight calleth aloud, “Verily this is
my Day, for I behold the Dayspring of glory shining resplendent
at the bidding of Him Who is the Ordainer, the All-Powerful.”
Blessed the ear that hath heard the call, “Behold, and thou
shalt see Me.”1 and happy the eye that hath gazed upon the
most wondrous Sign, dawning from this luminous horizon.

Say: O concourse of the rulers and of the learned and the wise!
The Promised Day is come and the Lord of Hosts hath ap-
peared. Rejoice ye with great joy by reason of this supreme
felicity. Aid Him then through the power of wisdom and utter-
ance. Thus biddeth you the One Who hath ever proclaimed,
“Verily, no God is there but Me, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise”

May His glory rest upon thee and upon those who are with
thee and such ones as cherish thee and give ear to the words
thou utterest in glorification of this mighty, this transcendent
Revelation.

TB#17g
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To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi Tabasi, in Bombay
Date: 1299-01-08 [1881-Nov-30]

In the Name of Him Who is the Goal of the world! Thy letter
hath reached the ears of this Wronged One. Praise be to God
that thou hast been assisted to offer praise and thanksgiving
to the Beloved of the worlds, and hast quaffed from the wine
of true understanding. Blessed art thou, and blessed is he who
hath taught thee and imparted unto thee the Word of God,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

For those possessed of insight, there hath never been, nor is
there now, any doubt concerning the changes, transformations
and evanescence of the world. God willing, may its manifes-
tations, effulgences and conditions not debar thee from the
immortal Kingdom. Strive thou that such deeds as befit the
station of man may be made manifest from thee. Thus doth
the Wronged One command thee from this remote spot.

The Truth hath summoned and continueth to summon the
entire world unto that which shall ensure its salvation in all
the worlds. The Tongue of Grandeur beareth witness to this
from Its exalted and glorious station. If thou wert to observe
with the eye of fairness that which hath been manifested, thou
wouldst attain, in less than that, unto the lofty station of stead-
fastness.

Before the appearance of proof and testimony, none was com-
manded to recognition. He bestowed the eye and uttered the
word “observe”. He granted the tongue and revealed the word
“remember”. He conferred strength and commanded to action.
Verily thy Lord is the Just, the All-Wise.

Say: O my God! I beseech Thee by the trees of Thy lands
and the fruits of the Tree of Thy utterance to aid me to be
steadfast in Thy Cause and to enable me, under all conditions,
to hearken unto Thy Call which hath been raised from the right
hand of Thy Throne. Then ordain for me, by the Pen of Thy
Command, that which will draw me nigh unto Thee. There is
none other God but Thee, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.
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To: Abdul-Husayn son of Muhammad Taqi Tabasi, in Bombay
Date: 1299-01-08 [1881-Nov-30]

In the Name of Him Who shineth from the horizon of utterance

The All-Merciful hath revealed a Book for all who dwell in the
realm of possibility, and calleth all unto God, the Help in Peril,
the Self-Subsisting. This is the Day of Resurrection, yet the
people perceive it not. This is the Day of Loss and Gain, and
of Recompense, yet most among mankind know it not. The
Calamity hath truly come to pass, and the Sure Hour hath
appeared with justice, yet the people witness it not. The Hour
proclaimeth and calleth all unto this Hour that speaketh and
walketh in His prison, the Mighty, the Forbidden One.

Mention was made of thee in the letter of My Afnan, upon
whom rest My glory. We make mention of thee in this irre-
vocable Tablet. Blessed is the heart that hath turned toward
My horizon, and the tongue that hath been adorned with the
praise of God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen.

Render thanks unto the Beloved of the world Who hath en-
abled thee to turn unto Him on a Day when most of the people
of the earth are deprived and forbidden. After recognition of
God - exalted be His glory - that which hath been and still is
of paramount importance is steadfastness. God willing, thou

shalt attain unto it and preserve it through His Name, the True
One.

5 We make mention in this place of him who is named ‘Abdu’l-
Husayn. We have mentioned him in diverse Tablets as a to-
ken of Our grace. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the
Generous. The favor of God hath encompassed him and will,
God willing, continue to do so. Glory be upon him and upon
thee and upon those who have believed in the One, the All-
Informed.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh)

Date: 1299-01-08 [1881-Nov-30]

Allah’uw’Abha! O promoter of My Cause and one who gazes ) 4

upon My countenance! We have desired to remember thee and
have remembered thee in this Most Glorious Tablet that thou
mayest give thanks unto God, the Lord of what was and what
shall be.
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BHO00172

To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.
Date: 1299-01 [1881-Nov/

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

2 Praise be befitting to my Beloved, Who hath opened the gates
of reunion unto all the worlds through the pen and finger. Once
it was said that the pen is the primary interpreter in the world
after the tongue. In truth, it is a mighty sign and an exalted
station. The connection of the world dependeth upon it, and
likewise its separation. With a single movement in the arena
of utterance, the people of the contingent world are attracted -
some rendered unconscious by its shrill sound, and others made
steadfast by its call. This unconsciousness of which We speak
is the very essence of consciousness, nay the source thereof. Fx-
alted is the command of the Pen in revealing what He willeth,
and exalted is He Who caused it to speak and taught it. This
Pen, with all these stations, fell unconscious at the first call of
countless ages. This is a word I heard from the mouth of God,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

This evanescent servant, due to the intensity of the fire of love,
whenever he wishes to present something, is ultimately put to
shame by the abundance of words. The fire of love sayeth:
Write! Write! Modesty sayeth: Enough! Enough! In all condi-
tions there is hope for pardon.
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Your letter arrived, along with the letter of Samandar, upon
him be 966 [Baha’u’llah], which had been sent to that beloved
one and which you gave to this servant. On Thursday morn-
ing, the ninth of Muharram, it was presented before the coun-
tenance of the Lord of all beings. He, exalted be His glory,
said:

We have heard the call of all, and all have been adorned with
the ornament of divine mention. By the life of God! Every
word hath concealed within it the good of all who are first
and last. In one station it appeareth as a cloud from which
the rains of divine grace pour forth unceasingly. The world
of knowledge hath ever been and shall ever be verdant and
flourishing through it. Exalted is the Lord of Eternity Who
speaketh at this moment: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the
Imprisoned, the Stranger.”

At times it is the Water of Life for existence, for in truth
whosoever hath partaken thereof hath attained unto everlast-
ing, eternal life. By My life! The breeze of grace that wafteth
at dawn bestoweth new and wondrous life upon decayed bones.
It hath conquered and continueth to conquer the world through
a word. It is the Most Great Key in the world, for through it
are opened the doors of hearts which are, in truth, the gates
of heaven. Were its attributes to be described as befitteth and
beseemeth it, it would prove too lengthy. One of its effulgences
shone forth upon the mirror of love, wherein was impressed the
blessed word “I am the Beloved.” It is an ocean all-embracing
and comprehensive - whatsoever is desired appeareth from it.
Exalted, exalted is this most sublime station, before which the
essence of loftiness and transcendence walketh, glorifying and
magnifying. These stations have flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen that all may know the station of divine mention and pre-
serve this precious pearl, which is more precious than all that
is hidden and visible, in the treasuries of their hearts in the
name of the Beloved.

As to what you mentioned concerning Jinab-i-Haji Baba,
Mashhadi Husayn, and Haji Haji ‘Ali - upon them be the
Glory of God - from among the people of K.L., it was
submitted. He said: “Praise be to God, they have been and
are recipients of divine favor. We counsel them and My loved
ones to that which causes the spirits of the hesitant to soar
and draws the hearts of the heedless. That which We have
enjoined in the Book has been and is the cause of tranquility
and assurance for the peoples of the world. God willing, may
the people of Baha be occupied and engaged in that which
the All-Merciful loves with utmost joy and fragrance. The
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light of the goodly word and goodly deed has illumined and
continues to illumine the world. Blessed are they who attain!
We send Our greetings from this spot upon them and upon
My loved ones there, and We make mention of the Lion and
the Generous One, and We give them glad tidings of My
remembrance of them. And I am the Remembering, the
Wronged One. Long has My imprisonment lasted through
what the hands of the enemies have wrought, yet the Spirit is
in great joy.

As to their desire to turn towards the Most Exalted Horizon,
We have informed of the condition of this land and its hidden
movements before and after. Therefore the Most Exalted Pen
has hesitated in giving permission. If they move for the sake of
God and are content and thankful in bearing hardships, there
is and has been no harm. We make mention at this moment of
My loved ones in A. and Sh. who have cast behind them the
vain imaginings of men, advancing toward the Most Exalted
Horizon through the power of the Lord of Names - exalted be
the Creator of the heavens Who aided them to recognize this
Cause at which the limbs of the learned and the mystics have
trembled. Thus has My Most Glorious Pen spoken in My Most
Great Prison.

O friends! We have sent forth and dispatched for each of you
a chalice of the Water of Life in the form of a word, that you
may drink therefrom and speak with utmost joy and fragrance
in the assemblage of recognition in the name of the Beloved
of the worlds. Today the promotion of the Cause is beloved,
but with wisdom and utterance, so that the divine word may
find its place in good soil and spring forth verdant. O friends!
I swear by the effulgences of the Sun of inner meanings that
you are the gems of existence. Know your worth and preserve
your stations. All the merchants of the world are seen to be
in manifest loss, but God willing, you shall be seen with great
profit, and all that is hidden today shall become evident and
manifest in the world. God willing, may you all drink of the
wine of steadfastness in such wise that should Satan appear
with all his insinuations and whisperings, you would regard
him as absolute nothingness.

O friends! Today is your day. Drink and give to drink! The
ocean of life surges before all faces and the sun of bounty shines
resplendent before all eyes. In all matters, be mindful of wis-
dom. Until the clamor of the heedless is stilled, that which has
been commanded, if not in accord with wisdom, should be held
in abeyance. From this word the station of wisdom is clear and
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evident. Hold fast unto it in all conditions. We counsel all to
preserve the Books and Tablets. They must exert their utmost
effort in safeguarding them.

God willing, may all the divine friends be illumined and glad-
dened by the lights of the suns of utterance and act according to
that which they have been commanded in the Book. In truth,
all must not be negligent in preserving the divine Tablets. As
previously, when they intended to seize some friends, their
writings first fell into [others’] hands. This is not permissible.
They must designate a secure place for the divine verses so they
remain protected from the touch of unworthy hands, although
none shall touch them save the pure ones, as it has been and
ever shall be.

Concerning Jinab Aqa Siyyid Mahmud and Jinab Ustad Aqa-
jan, upon them be the Glory of God, mentioned in your letter -
a Most Holy and Most Exalted Tablet from the heaven of grace
has been revealed and sent for each. O My beloved! The river
flows and the ocean surges and the sun shines forth, yet few
indeed are the seekers and rare are they to find. And so must
it be, for not every sightless one is worthy of the pearls of in-
ner meaning, nor is every witless one capable of receiving this
precious gem. In any case, the request is that you convey on
behalf of this evanescent one greetings to these two dear ones,
and likewise to the friends who have previously been adorned
with the grace of the True Beloved. By the life of my Beloved
and your Beloved and the Beloved of all who are in the heav-
ens and earth - nothing can compare with a single word of the
divine utterances that minds have not comprehended and eyes
have not seen. Give them these glad tidings and send them
the two blessed Most Holy Tablets, that their breasts may be
dilated, their hearts illumined, their souls detached, their faces
radiant, and their vision keen.

Likewise, mention was made of two souls known as Jinab Us-
tad Isma’il and Na’ib Rida, as requested by Jinab Haji Baba,
upon them be the Glory of God, in the Most Holy, Most Ex-
alted Presence, and these decisive words were revealed from
the heaven of grace. His word, exalted be His grandeur:

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-Knowing

5 O Isma’ill The Wronged One remembers thee from the prison

quarter and gives thee glad tidings of God’s grace, the Lord
of all worlds. By God! The veils have been rent asunder and
the All-Bestower has come, riding upon the clouds, yet the
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people are in evident doubt. The heaven hath testified to the
Lord of Names, while the people remain behind a thick veil.
Blessed art thou and those who have attained unto the traces
of My Most Exalted Pen and have recognized that which the
Tongue of Revelation hath spoken from the Most Glorious Hori-
zon. Exalted is the Lord of Eternity Who hath come with the
Most Great Name, to the dismay of those who denied God’s
proof and testimony and turned away from Him when He ap-
peared with a sovereignty that conquered all who are in the
heavens and the earth. We make mention of all My loved ones
through thee, and of My handmaidens who have believed in
the All-Informed One. O My loved ones! We have remembered
you before and after in the Crimson Book, before which every
book and preserved tablet bows down when it appears. Rejoice
in My remembrance and take the chalice of utterance in My
Name, then drink therefrom with the wisdom that hath been
sent down from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Glory
be unto those whom neither the tempests of the learned nor
the hurricanes of the mystics have moved, who cast the Book
behind their backs and held fast to their own vain imaginings.

In My Name, the One Who dominates the horizons

God willing, may all be adorned with the ornament of His
favor on this blessed day and drink from the Kawthar of divine
knowledge, to the chagrin of the heedless. The door of grace is
open and the heaven of generosity is raised up. Regard these
heedless souls as bubbles - soon they shall be seen to vanish and
disappear. That which is tainted with the dust of extinction
was not and is not worthy of attention and mention. Strive to
possess that which is everlasting and eternal. The objections,
protests and clamor of the people of the world and their learned
ones are like the rustling of dried leaves when the winds pass
over them. Now observe in what station these sounds are, and
in what station is the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen. By
My life, if a soul were to hearken unto a single melody from the
birds of utterance in the garden of the All-Merciful, he would
become detached from the world and all who dwell therein,
and would arise with the utmost strength and steadfastness
in the path of his Lord’s good-pleasure. Verily He guides all
to His path and acquaints them with what He has revealed
through His command and draws them near to the ocean of
His good-pleasure. There is no God but Him, the Almighty,
the Glorious, the Powerful.

Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto the recognition
of the Hidden Mystery and the Concealed Secret. Guard this
station in the name of the One True Friend. The evil ones have
been and are lying in wait, and have intended by their most
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grievous shrieking to withhold the servants from the most pure
nectar. This is what We have informed you of before in various
Tablets. He is verily the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We make
mention of all the friends in that land, both men and women,

and counsel them to manifest the most great steadfastness.

Blessed is he who acts, woe unto the heedless.

And as for what they had inscribed concerning His Honor Aga
Muhammad-Ibrahim-i-Buyini, it was presented, and this is
that which the Desired One revealed in response. He saith
— exalted be His majesty:

He is the Hearer, the All-Hearing

God beareth witness that He hath appeared and manifested
whatsoever He desired, and He is the Omnipotent, the
Almighty. He hath indeed revealed the Books and sent forth
the Messengers, and made them the banners of His command
among His servants and the manifestations of His utterance
among His creatures, that they might give glad-tidings unto
all of this precious, wondrous Day — the Day whereof, when
it appeareth, the Greatest Terror shall be made manifest and
earthquakes shall seize upon all the tribes, save those whom
God willeth — the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O Ibrahim!
Verily, the All-Wise remembereth thee and commandeth thee
to observe the Most Great Uprightness. Verily, He is the
Evident, the All-Seeing. Set aside the books of the world and
take hold of this Most Great Book which speaketh forth from
the prison: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the One, the
Peerless, the All-Knowing.” Give praise unto God for that the
Countenance hath turned toward thee and hath remembered
thee with this evident Remembrance. The glory of God rest
upon the people of Baha who have not been prevented by the
affairs of the earth from the remembrance of God, the Lord of
all the worlds. Here endeth the passage.

2 As for what they had inscribed concerning Aqa Ilyas, one of

the sons of Khalil — upon him be the glory of God — and the
epistle which they had dispatched and sent to that honored one,
these particulars and whatsoever was mentioned in that epistle
were presented before the Countenance, and all was heard with
attention, and this utterance appeared from the Kingdom of
bounty. He saith — magnified be His majesty:

He is the Guardian over all who are in the earth and in the
heavens!

We desire to give him who is named Ilyas to drink of the sealed
nectar in the name of My Self-Subsisting One, and to show
him that which the Interlocutor sought from God, the Lord
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of all the worlds. We have indeed aided the sons of Khalil
in this Most Great Manifestation, and guided them unto My
straight path, and confirmed them in the knowledge of Me,
and caused them to hear that which the Interlocutor heard
upon the Mount of knowledge, and I am the Munificent, the
Generous.

Give thanks unto God for that He hath made thee eloquent
with this Most Great Remembrance and hath caused thee to
turn unto My luminous Horizon. Be thou assured of the bounty
of thy Lord, and say:

O my God! I beseech Thee by the Most Great News, whereby
the pillars of the world were shaken, to make me in all condi-
tions hold fast to the cords of Thy grace, Thy mercy and Thy
loving-kindness, and to remain steadfast in Thy Cause. Verily,
Thou art the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. We have made mention of the sons of the
Friend and the heirs of Him Who conversed with God in the
letter Dal before Vav, and We have gladdened them with My
mercy which hath preceded all who are in the heavens and on
earth. We have heard their call and have answered them from
Our presence, and verily We are the Hearer, the Answerer. We
make mention of them once again through these verses which
have been sent down from the heaven of the grace of their Lord,
the Forgiving, the Merciful. Convey My greetings unto them,
then deliver unto them this perspicuous Book that they may
rejoice in this greatest favor and give thanks unto their Lord,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The glory be upon thee and
upon them and upon the son of him who was named David
and upon every one who is steadfast and upright.

 Some time ago his honor Aga ‘Abdu’l-Husayn ‘Ali sent this

evanescent servant a letter containing the names of some of
the sons of the Friend. After its reading and presentation be-
fore the Divine Throne, and after submitting what was in the
letter, a most holy and exalted Tablet was revealed for each
of those names and, as commanded, was sent in this servant’s
handwriting. And now too, praise be to God, that which was
revealed concerning all proclaims with the most exalted call
the bounty, loving-kindness, compassion and mercy of the True
One, exalted be His glory. God willing, may all attain unto
that which God hath desired for them, drink from the cup of
the utterance of the All-Merciful, and with the utmost joy and
fragrance speak His praise. This evanescent one conveys greet-
ings to all and presents his respects to all the friends in that
land. While time remains, opportunity exists and life endures,
attain ye unto that wherein lieth the good-pleasure of the Goal
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of all the worlds. Today every soul is able to acquire everlast-
ing bounties and an enduring mention. Blessed is the soul that
hath recognized and attained, and woe unto the heedless. Can
the seas of the world, the tongues of nations and the pens of
all regions succeed in mentioning but a drop from the ocean
of His loving-kindness? Nay, by His own Self, the True One!
This is why, seeing the world and all therein to be powerless,
He hath, through His own tongue, offered praise and thanks-
giving unto Himself on behalf of His creation. May all creation
be a sacrifice unto His grace.

And concerning what you wrote about his honor Haji Mirza
Husayn 966 [Baha'u’llah] writing to you from the land of Sh
that he had sent correspondence but received no reply - he
speaks the truth. However, that beloved one knows and is
aware that whenever there is a delay in replying to any of the
gentlemen, this has been and will be due to lack of opportunity,
not from any lack of sincerity or love. But by God’s grace, this
week which marks the end of the month of Muharram, a most
holy and exalted Tablet was revealed especially for him, and
likewise a detailed letter from this evanescent servant was sent
to him. God willing, may it reach him and may he attain
unto the divine Tablet. I present my sincere respects to all the
gentlemen and friends of that land, and I beseech the True One,
exalted be His glory, to aid them all in that which will cause
His mention to be adorned with the ornament of immortality
throughout the earth. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Bestower, the Mighty, the
Generous.

That which was mentioned concerning Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Baqir, upon him be the Glory of God, was presented at the
Most Holy Court, and these manifest verses were revealed
especially for him from the heaven of loving-kindness. Blessed
is he in having attained the choice wine of the utterance of our
Lord, the Most Merciful. His word, exalted be His grandeur:

In My Name, the Speaking, the All-Knowing

This is a mention from the Wronged One to him who desired
to make mention before the Countenance when it appeared
from its most exalted horizon with His most beautiful names,
that he might rejoice and be of the thankful ones. O Baqir!
He Who summoned all to God, the Lord of the worlds, hath
turned toward thee. Rejoice in that He Who in every state
uttereth “Verily there is no God but I, the Single, the All-
Informed” maketh mention of thee at this time. When the
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promise came and the time was fulfilled, the Dawning-Place
of verses came with the standards of utterance, yet most of
the people were heedless. Give thanks unto God for having
aided thee to recognize the Dawning-Place of Revelation and
for having sent down for thee this wondrous Tablet. We heard
thy call and caused thee to hear Our call from the precincts of
Our mighty Prison. Blessed art thou and he who hath ascended
unto God. We have forgiven him and purified him. Verily
thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Bountiful. We mentioned him
before in this luminous station. Nothing whatsoever escapeth
the knowledge of thy Lord. He heareth and seeth, and He is
the Hearing, the Seeing.

We make mention of My loved ones in that place and give
them the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness and My mercy

which have preceded all who are in the heavens and the earth.

And We make mention of the Nightingale who soared in My
atmosphere and spoke My praise and turned to My horizon
and arose to serve My mighty Cause. Blessed is he who hath

loved him and heard mention of him in this wise Remembrance.

The Glory be upon thee and upon him and upon My loved
ones who were not kept back by the greatest clamor from this
most pure nectar and who arose to serve the Cause with such
steadfastness as made the pillars of those who disbelieved in
God, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, to
quake. And praise be unto Him Who hath appeared and made
manifest His straight Path.

And as for the mention that was made of Jinab-i-Mashhadi
Ali Akbar and his cousins Aga Muhammad and Aga Qasim
and Jinab-i-Aqa Javad Dhakir and their relatives, upon them
be the Glory of God, all were presented at the Most Holy
Court. The Sun of loving-kindness hath shone and beamed
forth upon each one. God willing, may all attain to that which
God hath desired and hold fast to the cord of unity, that there
might appear in the kingdom that whereby hearts and souls
will find rest. If the heedless people were to become aware
of what the True One, exalted be His glory, hath desired in
this Most Great Revelation, all the servants, be they divines
or rulers, ignorant or learned, poor or rich, would turn to the
most exalted horizon. Would that His Majesty the King of Iran
would show some regard and become informed of the fruits of
the Tree of Revelation. What benefit is there when the outward
divines and certain souls are barriers to this station and veils
to this Cause? All must beseech the Invincible Truth that He
may, through some means, cause that sovereign to drink from
the ocean of awareness. Verily He is the Powerful, and He
indeed is the All-Informed.
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And as for the mention made of Aqga Muhammad-Javad and
his family and son, upon them be the Glory of God, from this
matter utmost joy was attained as the shadow of the banner of
steadfastness was witnessed from that household. The Beloved
of all creation hath declared that may the fragrance of firmness,
rootedness and steadfastness, God willing, waft from that gath-
ering. A letter addressed to his wife, upon them both be the
Glory of God, went somewhere and from there came here. In
truth, the fragrance of steadfastness emanated from it. And
this station is very great. Blessed is she and the one who
wrote it, felicitations unto her and unto the one from whose
pen flowed that which spoke of truth and sincerity. I offer my
utter servitude and nothingness to all.

And as for what was written regarding Aqa Mirza Muhammad-
Husayn Kh A residing in the house of K D, upon him be the
Glory of God, may he, through God’s grace, be blessed in all
The petitions and writings of K D, upon him be the
Glory of God, were presented one after another in their spe-
cific places before the countenance of the Lord of Oneness. In
each instance the sun of grace dawned. May they, God will-
ing, act according to what God loveth and speak His praise.
The friends of God who have drunk from the wine of utter-
ance must exert great effort in teaching the Cause with perfect
wisdom. This matter is most important and very great, but
with wisdom lest the cawing of the crows and the clamor of
the heedless be raised.

times.

Likewise, specifically for their guest, one Most Holy, Most Ex-
alted Tablet was revealed and sent. However, the sending of
letters and the revelation and dispatch of Tablets, the more
concealed these remain in those lands, the closer it is and will
be to godliness and wisdom. In this matter, consideration of
wisdom is necessary, nay obligatory, for if published it may
cause harm and prevention, and perhaps harm may return to
the Divine Lote-Tree. In all conditions wisdom takes prece-
dence.

And as for what was written that Nabil Ibn Nabil, upon him
be all the Most Glorious Glory, mentioned that the maternal
aunt of the mother of Aqa Muhammad-Taqi, and the afore-
mentioned person himself, and their sisters had requested that
mention of them be presented at the Most Holy Court - it was
presented, and the rain of mercy descended from the heaven
of the utterance of the All-Merciful specifically for each one.
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Blessed be he and they, and congratulations to the loved ones
of God and His handmaidens, one and all.

And as for what was mentioned regarding the Name of God
66, J M, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, may
he, God willing, in whatever station, place or land he may be
present, abide under the shadow of God’s grace, exalted be His
glory, and be occupied with quickening hearts and souls. God
willing, that which indicates the grace, bounty and kindness of
the Beloved of the worlds will be sent to his honor.

An Most Holy Tablet hath been sent down from the heaven
of grace specifically for his honor Aga Mirza Habib-i-Khunsari,
upon him be the glory of God, wherein mention hath been
made of certain loved ones of God. Let them send it to his
honor, the beloved Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the glory of
God, the Lord of Power, that he may, after perusing it, forward
it to others. May the Glory that is manifest, radiant, brilliant,
evident and effulgent rest upon thee and upon him and upon
His near ones, and praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

My spirit be a sacrifice unto Thy remembrance! All the mat-
ters mentioned in the letter of his honor, the beloved S.M.,
upon him be the glory of the Most Glorious, were answered
one by one, and specifically regarding the names mentioned
therein, Holy and Blessed Tablets were sent down from the
heaven of the grace of the Lord of Oneness and dispatched.
God willing, may the chalices of human temples prove worthy
and capable receptacles for the rains of divine mercy which
stream down and descend from the clouds of the heaven of
God’s Will. We beseech God that the praise and thanksgiv-
ing which proceedeth from the tongues of creation in response
to God’s infinite bounties may be adorned with the ornament
of acceptance, and that He may bestow His special grace and
loving-kindness upon all, and withhold not His confirmation
even for a moment. Verily, He is the All-Forgiving, the All-
Bountiful, the All-Merciful, the All-Kind, the All-Munificent,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Baha’is of Shahabad et al.
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who delighteth His servant through the sweet
savors of the utterances of His chosen ones, whose faces He hath
honored by turning them away from aught else save Him, and
whom He hath preserved through His might and dominion on
a Day whereon the Herald calleth out from every direction:
“O concourse of creation! Purify your hearts, your ears, your
tongues and your eyes for the recognition of the beauty of
God, the Lord of all names, and for hearkening unto His most
great verses. This is the Day of remembrance and praise, as
hath been testified by Him Who cleaveth the heavens asunder.
Blessed is he who, with certitude, hath turned towards God,
the Cleaver of the daybreak, and woe betide him who hath
remained heedless and turned away from the presence of his
Lord when He came with power and sovereignty.”

Glorified art Thou, O Thou through Whom every weary one
hasteneth to the Kingdom of utterance and every thirsty one
to the Kawthar of life! T beseech Thee by Thy name, the All-
Merciful, to ordain for Thy loved ones that which will draw
them nigh unto Thee, cause them to speak Thy praise, en-
able them to make mention of Thee, acquaint them with Thy
path, and aid them to serve Thy Cause. O my Lord! Thou
seest them standing ready to manifest that which Thou hast
willed in Thy days, and speaking forth the wondrous expres-
sions of Thy remembrance. O my Lord! Draw them, then,
through Thy Most Exalted Word in such wise that neither the
veils of the divines nor the allusions of the mystics may grieve
them. Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over what-
soever He pleaseth, and in Thy grasp are the kingdoms of all
names. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

Praise be to God! Through His infinite bounties, they that
have turned unto Him have attained unto a station whereof
the people of the world are powerless to make mention. These
are the souls unto whose loftiness and elevation all the Books
and Scriptures have testified, and these are the servants who
have cleared the paths of thorns and brambles and guided the
people to the straight path. In truth, whosoever hath on this
day succeeded in serving the Cause is accounted among those
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who are nigh unto God and is recorded in the Perspicuous Book.
Today, every possessor of hearing perceiveth from all things
the remembrance and praise of God, exalted be His glory, and
every possessor of sight beholdeth in all things the effulgences
of the light of His countenance. This exalted and most holy
station of this most mighty and most holy Day sufficeth, as
He, exalted be His utterance, hath said: “The Kingdom on
that Day shall be God’s.”

O thou beloved of My heart and remembered in My soul! God
knoweth that thy remembrance bringeth joy and thy thought
bestoweth delight. The letters which thou didst address to
the Most Great Name, upon Him be the Glory of God and
His loving-kindness, were presented at the Most Holy and Ex-
alted Court. His blessed and exalted Word is: O Haydar! We
have accepted the hardships of the world and the afflictions
of the nations, and have summoned all, with the most great
call, to the ultimate goal and supreme height. Yet none have
attained thereunto save the detached ones. That which thou
didst write to him who circumambulated was mentioned be-
fore the Wronged One. Praise and gratitude be to God that
He hath assisted thee to mention and extol Him and to serve
His Cause. The Most Exalted Pen hath, time and again, tes-
tified to that which hath proceeded from thee in the path of
God. For the love of God thou didst bear tribulations and
afflictions, and wert assisted to deliver His Word. Every word
that is uttered for the sake of God will assuredly manifest its
influence in the earth at some appointed time.

; May God grant thee success in shattering the idols of vain

imaginings and in rending the veils of idle fancies. The heedless
people have been deprived of the Day of Meeting and Presence
through the vain imaginings of the past. Each group hath clung
to some vain fancy, especially the deniers among the people
of the Bayan who are veiled by countless veils. They have
gathered a handful of thorns and thistles from the knowledge
of the divines of the Furqan and have called it the knowledge of
God and obedience unto Him. Woe unto them and unto those
who follow them without a command from the presence of an
All-Knowing Commander! By the life of God! They are seen to
be more remote than all peoples and religions, and they neither
seek to derive anything from the Truth nor to comprehend it.
And when anyone desireth to recite unto them from the verses
of their Lord, they thrust their fingers in their ears even as
they did aforetime. They are assuredly among the most lost
in the perspicuous Book. In the days when all were concealed
through fear, the Author of the Cause arose by Himself and,
with the utmost power, might and ascendancy, summoned the
people of delusion to the Name of the Self-Subsisting. He took
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hold of the essences of being, and when the fragrance of the
pervading musk was somewhat diffused and the horizons of the
hearts of some of the servants were illumined with the light of
His countenance, croaking and buzzing emerged from behind
the veil. Thus did their souls entice them. They are assuredly
among the idolaters in the mighty Book.

That honoured one must arise to promote the Cause in such
wise that veils, allusions and troubles may not hold him back.
Drink thou at all times the Salsabil of life in the name of thy
Lord, the Revealer of religions. If thou hast borne hardships in
God’s path, been afflicted with exile, and heard taunts, thou
hast also drunk from the cup of bounty from the hands of
grace time after time. A single drop thereof excelleth all the
treasures of the earth. O Haydar-‘Ali! Rejoice thou that the
Wronged One hath remembered thee from the Prison, whence
thou dost inhale the fragrance of the bounty of His Name,
the All-Merciful, throughout all possibility. Verily thy Lord is
the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful. Behold and remember
when We were with you upon the highest hills and We drank
with you from the Chinese tea. Nothing whatsoever escapeth
His knowledge. To this do just servants testify. Then remem-
ber when thou wert present in the Garden, the place whereon
was established the throne of thy Lord, the All-Merciful.

We partook with you of Chinese tea. Indeed, nothing escapes
His knowledge, as just witnesses among His servants do tes-
tify. Then remember when you were present in the Garden,
the place where the throne of your Lord, the Most Merciful,
was established, and you heard what the Tongue of God, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, did speak. Beware lest
the doubts of the world prevent you from the Ancient Lord.
Remember your Lord in such wise as to attract the hearts.
We were with you when you were speaking in remembrance
of your Lord. Blessed be your tongue for having spoken the
truth, and your face for having turned towards My praisewor-
thy station. Convey My Great Glory to the faces of My loved
ones who have drunk from the hand of My bounty, My Choice
Wine that is sealed. Say: This is the Day of remembrance and
praise, would that ye knew. This is the Day of deeds, would
that ye understood. This is the Day of God, would that ye
recognized. This is the Day of the Most Great Steadfastness
- hold fast unto it in the name of your Lord, Who dominates
over what was and what shall be. This is the Day of utterance,
would that ye speak with wisdom. Give them glad tidings of
My remembrance, My mercy, My loving-kindness, and what
hath been ordained for them in My preserved Book. The glory
rest upon you and upon them and upon him who at this hour
writeth before the throne of his Lord, the Master of existence.
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Praise be to God that you have been and continue to be fa-
vored with divine grace. On one of the nights when these holy,
impregnable, and transcendent verses were being revealed from
the heaven of divine will specifically for you, He also mentioned
the hill in Persian, and likewise your feast and the presence of
the friends are exactly recorded in the divine books of old. He
says there are feasts upon the heights and mountain peaks for
the Lord of Hosts. Whatever hath appeared in this land was
recorded letter by letter in the divine books of old. Blessed
are they who have attained! Blessed are they who know! In
all the books, the appearance of the Manifestation in this land
was promised, as well as in its surroundings. Some people have
come from other countries and settled around this blessed and
holy land, saying the Manifestation is near and we have come
to attain and comprehend it. Nevertheless, they are observed
to be in great heedlessness. Their leader sought to attain the
presence some years ago, but this request was not accepted in
the Most Holy Court. However, a Most Holy and Most Ex-
alted Tablet was revealed from the heaven of grace specifically
for him, and in that Tablet was recorded that which would
save every fair-minded one and lead every seeker to his goal.
Nevertheless, the truth of the blessed words “None shall touch
it save the purified ones” became manifest. In short, they did
not attain to even a drop from the ocean of its meanings, and
they are still waiting as did the people before them. And with
them are a hundred thousand regrets and sorrows that they
are deprived and forbidden from the overflowing grace and in-
finite mercy of God. The Command is in God’s hands - He
gives and withholds, and He is the All-Powerful, the Mighty.

O Hussein! Verily We have mentioned thee before, and We
make mention of thee on this night which hath been illumined
by the lights of the Countenance, as the Ancient Beauty
walketh in His Most Great Prison. Thou hast turned unto
Us and We have turned unto thee. Be thou thankful and be
of them that remember. Preserve what hath been revealed
from the Supreme Pen even as thou preservest thy spirit and
thy sight. Verily thy Lord is the Ordainer, the All-Wise. Be
thou vocal in the remembrance of thy Lord and steadfast in
the service of His loved ones. Thus doth command thee He
with Whom is a Book which none hath comprehended save
God, the Lord of all worlds. He Who loved Me and became
a captive in My path hath made mention of thee. We have
remembered thee with that which perisheth not, whereunto
every just and discerning one beareth witness. Say: O people!
Cast aside the cups of idle fancies and take up the chalices
in the name of your Lord, the Munificent Bestower. Give
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thanks that the Countenance of the Ancient One hath turned
toward thee and hath sent down for thee this perspicuous
remembrance. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

And likewise concerning Aqa Siyyid Aga, upon him be the
Glory of God, whose mention was in your book, these decisive
verses were revealed from the heaven of divine will: O Siyyid
Aqa! The Lord of Names giveth thee glad tidings from the
prison’s precinct and maketh mention of thee with a mention
through which the sincere ones shall find the fragrance of God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Blessed is the name upon
which My Pen hath moved, and the tongue that hath spoken
My praise, and the heart that hath turned unto My glorious
and beloved Kingdom. He Who circleth round Me hath men-
tioned thee. We have remembered thee as a bounty from the
True One, the Knower of things unseen.

Preserve the verses of thy Lord, then recite them with spirit
and fragrance. Verily they shall profit thee in the Hereafter and
in this world, as witnesseth He with Whom is the Preserved
Tablet. Set aside the doubters with their vain desires and take
what thou hast been commanded by God, the Lord of what
was and what shall be. Verily We have commanded all in the
Book with that which shall profit them in this world and the
next, whereunto beareth witness My Supreme Pen and beyond
it the Lord of creation Who speaketh in the prison that there is
none other God but Me, the Mighty, the All-Loving. Verily We
counsel Our servants with the Most Great Trustworthiness and
command them with that which they have been commanded
in the Book of God, the Lord of existence. The Glory be upon
you and upon My handmaidens who have heard the Call and
have attained unto the Promised Day.

And in this station, O Haydar-‘Ali, the Tongue of God, Lord
of earth and heaven, makes mention of thee once again that
thou mayest give thanks and be of them that rejoice. Turn
thy face, incline thy heart, raise thy finger and say: O peoples
of the world! By God, He Who was hidden in the taberna-
cle of grandeur, concealed in the pavilion of infallibility, and
inscribed in the Books of God, Lord of all worlds, hath ap-
peared. Fear God, O peoples of the earth, and deny not Him
Who calleth you unto God, the Mighty, the Great.

God willing, may you engage in the promotion of God’s Cause
with all your heart, tongue, limbs and eyes. Your mention and
that which hath befallen you hath not been, nor ever shall be,
effaced from the Book of the world. His honor Ism-i-Jud, who
was with Me and who now circleth round My throne - upon
him be My glory which was, hath sent what thou didst send
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unto him. When it was read before the Face, this perspicuous
Tablet was revealed.

5 God willing, thou shalt summon, with wisdom and utterance,

all who dwell in the realm of possibility to the horizon of the
All-Merciful. Whatsoever is sent should all be written down
and, with the utmost wisdom, read to some who are worthy
in certain villages and cities. Now, day and night, Tablets are
being revealed and dispatched to various regions. We have ex-
plicitly forbidden all from conflict, contention, corruption and
whatsoever is abhorrent to minds and souls, and have com-
manded that which leadeth to the exaltation of the Word and
the manifestation of man’s station. Of the verses and tablets
that are sent, some must record copies thereof and preserve
them.

Indeed, the utmost effort and diligence must be exerted in
preserving the divine verses. Some friends, should one of the
infidels enter their home, all their writings fall into his hands
before any search, and this is and hath been extremely un-
wise. The dispatch of Tablets from this direction must remain
concealed, except from souls who are trustworthy, reliable and
steadfast, for should the deniers and unbelievers become aware,
they might arise to prevent and create mischief. This servant
submits these petitions outwardly as they accord with wisdom,
otherwise knowledge is with God and I am but an ignorant one
far removed.

That you wrote you had delivered the divine Tablets to their
intended recipients - a hundred thousand times blessed be you
and every soul who hath attained unto God’s Tablet and its
effect. It is evident that your honor hath exerted and continues
to exert the utmost effort in service to the Cause. This matter
is more manifest than the sun in the presence of Him Who is
visible and evident.

You mentioned the Naddafs, upon them be the Glory of God.
The honorable Haji Mirza Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be the Glory
of God, has repeatedly made mention of them in the Most
Holy Court, and wondrous, sublime verses have been revealed
concerning them. God willing, they have and will continue
to attain unto these. Likewise, two Most Holy, Most Exalted
Tablets were specifically revealed for them and were entrusted
to Shaykh S. to deliver. In truth, they have in no wise fallen
short in serving the Cause. We beseech God to protect them
from the clamor of the heedless, the croaking of the croakers,
and the doubts of certain followers of the Bayan who are in
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truth among the people of the coffin. O my Beloved! This
servant is greatly perplexed, for these followers of the Bayan,
who today are heedless of and have turned away from the King
of the Bayan and what He has sent down and revealed, have
never had any knowledge of this Cause and its foundation from
the beginning, yet they strive to lead astray receptive souls and
represent themselves to everyone as those who believed at the
outset of the Cause and are fully informed of all matters. Some
poor souls, being uninformed, might be barred and veiled from
the divine path through the deceit, duplicity and guile of those
remote and veiled souls.

By Him Who speaks and has caused all things to speak His
praise and glorification, this evanescent servant has neither
seen nor heard the like of such souls. The servant begs his
Lord to protect His servants from the evil of those who have
cast the Cause of God behind their backs and followed every
rebellious satan. In any case, the honored Naddafs, upon them
be the Glory of God, are mentioned in His presence. Blessed
are they and joy be unto them. That which they sent to the
exalted matron, the mother of the household, upon her be the
Glory of God, was received and presented at the Most Holy
Court.

And regarding your mention of Aqa Mirza Mahmud and his
family, upon them be the Glory of God, it was presented in
the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court. In these days, a wondrous
and sublime Tablet was specifically revealed for them from the
heaven of the All-Merciful’s grace, and its bearer is Shaykh
S. who will be departing for those parts in the next few days.
Likewise, again on this most luminous night, a new Tablet has
been revealed from the heaven of the will of the Lord of Destiny
and will be sent. God willing, may they drink and give others
to drink of the choice wine of inner meanings from the divine
ocean of utterance. This evanescent servant conveys to them
a wondrous and sublime greeting that is sanctified above the
limitations, allusions and words of this servant, and I beseech
God, exalted be His glory, to aid them to teach the Cause
and to remain steadfast with the greatest steadfastness. Verily
our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Helper, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

And concerning what you wrote about Jinab Aqa Muhammad
Ibrahim (Ibn Javahiri Qumi), this evanescent servant beseeches
God to keep him steadfast upon His straight path, that he may
be as a key to unlock the doors of the hearts of the servants.
God willing, may they open in the name of Truth so that the
effulgences of the Sun of Revelation may encompass and sur-
round all, through the grace and favor of the Goal of all the
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worlds. It is hoped that he will be observed as a lamp, bright
and luminous in that city, that all may find their way by that
light to the Supreme Horizon and attain their ultimate purpose
which is the knowledge of God, exalted be His glory. In any
case, mention of him was made in the Most Holy and Supreme
Court, and one most mighty, most impregnable and most holy
Tablet was revealed for him from the Kingdom of the utterance
of the All-Merciful and was dispatched. God willing, may he
drink from the chalices of the words of the Revealer of Names
and Attributes and from that wine of inner meanings, and be-
come intoxicated and arise to guide the servants in the assem-
blage of the world through the name of the Lord of Eternity.
In all conditions may he not let go of wisdom, for all matters
are, in the sight of God, dependent upon and connected with
wisdom. For instance, if wisdom does not dictate it, teaching is
not permissible. This is a word which this evanescent servant
has repeatedly heard from the Tongue of Grandeur. Blessed is
he who has cast aside his own will and held fast to the Will of
God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

And concerning what you wrote about Shah-Abad and the en-
thusiasm of the loved ones, as well as the acceptance of certain
souls and their gathering around the unifying Word of God -
all was presented in the Most Holy Court, and these brilliant
verses were revealed from the heaven of will especially for them.
He says, exalted be His grandeur:

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

This Book hath been revealed in truth by the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting, for those who have shattered the idols of
vain imaginings and idle fancies. In the name of God, the
Possessor of all that was and that shall be! O My loved ones
throughout the land! Hearken unto the Call that hath been
raised in truth. Blessed are they who hear. Rejoice in that
ye have been mentioned by My Most Exalted Pen on this Day
whereon the Temple of the Manifestation hath been established
upon the Most Great Throne and hath proclaimed: “There is
none other God but I, the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.”

5 All must engage in teaching the Cause with utmost joy and ra-

diance, in accordance with the wisdom set forth in the Tablets.
Should someone not be eloquent in speech, let him assist the
teacher. It would be most regrettable if, in this day, any soul
should be deprived of serving the Cause, for the deeds of this
Day are accounted among the most exalted of all deeds in the
sight of God. God willing, may all be enabled to achieve that
which will cause the exaltation of God’s Word. The gaze of the
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Wronged One hath ever been and shall continue to be directed
towards His friends and loved ones. Verily, He heareth and
seeth them. Ere long shall the world and all that is therein pass
away, while that which hath been revealed from the Most Ex-
alted Pen concerning the people of Baha shall endure through-
out the kingdom of earth and heaven.

O friends! Strive ye to attain the wine of steadfastness and
drink from the stream of certitude. All religious groups have
been nurtured on vain imaginings and idle fancies; thus are
they deprived of the effulgent rays of the Sun of Truth. Con-
sider those who have turned away among the people of the
Bayan: though they count themselves enlightened and saved,
they are now regarded by God as more debased than all the
peoples of the earth, for they cling to imaginings the like of
which hath never been seen before, and they persist with the
utmost determination in leading astray receptive souls. While
claiming faith in the Bab, they have visited upon His Messen-
ger and Revealer that which no oppressor hath ever wrought,
and have uttered that which no idolator hath ever spoken. God
protect us and you from their evil. Say:

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou through the sweetness of Whose
utterance the sincere ones have hastened to the court of Thy
door, and through the lights of Whose countenance the de-
voted ones have turned towards the horizon of Thy grace! I
beseech Thee by the Name through which Thou hast subdued
the kingdom of earth and heaven, to aid us in remembering
Thee, glorifying Thee, and serving Thy Cause throughout Thy
lands. Thou art He, O my God, Who hath made known to us
the ocean of Thy knowledge, the heaven of Thy wisdom, and
the sun of Thy Revelation. I implore Thee not to deprive us of
steadfastness in Thy Cause. O Lord! Thou art the Generous,
the One endowed with great bounty. Inscribe for us, with Thy
Most Exalted Pen, that which Thou hast inscribed for those
whom neither the doubts of the divines have prevented from
turning unto Thee, nor the idle fancies of the followers of the
Bayan from beholding the horizon of Thy favor. O Lord! Grant
us from the chalice of steadfastness such measure that neither
the veils of the world shall prevent us from turning unto Thee,
nor the dark clouds of the nations from facing towards Thy
direction. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty,
the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O beloved of my heart! A hundred thousand regrets that the
power of discernment and perception in the world is as rare
as the philosopher’s stone. By Him Who created me, mani-
fested me, caused me to know Him, drew me nigh unto Him,
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and made me a servant of His Cause - were all the peoples
of the world to become imbued with the fragrance of the All-
Merciful’s utterance, they would all be seen circling round His
presence. A hundred thousand pities that they are deprived of
this peerless bounty. The cause and reason for the deprivation
of the servants are the divines of the age, who have prevented
these helpless souls from the imperishable, matchless, never-
failing crystal waters of the Eternal One, and have occupied
them with unseemly words and allusions. God, exalted be His
glory, saith in the Hidden Words: “O ye that are outwardly fair
yet inwardly foul! Ye are like clear but bitter water, which to
outward seeming is pure and clean, yet when tested by the Di-
vine Assayer, not a drop thereof will He accept.” The example
of these divines is like unto one who hath gathered many peb-
bles and thinketh that what he hath are jewels, while all that
he hath collected from first to last would not equal one carat of
diamond. Yet the poor wretch is heedless and unaware of this.
This evanescent servant beseecheth God, exalted and mighty
be He, to open the eyes and illumine them with the light of
knowledge. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Convey my greetings to Hasan Aqga, upon him be the Glory
of God. May he, God willing, be enabled to mention God,
serve His Cause, and remain steadfast in His Faith. I swear
by the Sun of existence that all the world shall perish save
those deeds that have been and shall be manifested in the
path of God. Likewise, I convey my sincere greetings to Mirza
Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God, and I beseech God to
enable him to attain that which is pleasing in this day. God
willing, may he achieve the most great steadfastness and be
so enkindled with the fire of divine love that the ungodly and
deniers among the people of the Bayan shall be powerless to
extinguish it. Convey my greetings to him and mention that by
the life of God, certain treacherous, vain and false souls have
set about to lead astray the souls who have accepted the Faith,
despite having no knowledge whatsoever of the essence of this
Cause, and in this luminous morn they have deprived people of
the wine of divine knowledge. His honor should drink from the
cup of steadfastness in the name of Truth - a drink after which
no thirst shall seize him and he shall see all else but God as
absolute nothingness and sheer non-existence. Time and again
this evanescent one hath heard these words from the Divine
tongue, exalted be His glory: “This is the Day of God; none
shall be mentioned save Him. Blessed is he who hath turned
unto Him and attained. Woe betide them that have turned
away.”

Likewise I send greetings and praise to Mulla Mirza Muham-
mad, upon him be the Glory of God. I hope that he will
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arise to serve the Cause with perfect steadfastness - an arising
that none on earth can prevent. Praise be to God, mention
of him has flowed from the Supreme Pen both before and af-
ter, and the gaze of loving-kindness has been directed toward
him. He should be so enkindled that its effects become mani-
fest throughout the earth. However, in all things wisdom must
be observed, such that the clamor of the ignorant ones who
are known as the learned is not raised. They should gauge the
earth and sow the seeds of wisdom. That some are openly en-
gaged in teaching among both friend and foe - this matter is not
favored at the Divine Threshold. The time for open proclama-
tion has passed. After the martyrdom of the Most Wondrous
One (Badi’), upon him be the Glory of God and His mercy, all
have been commanded to observe wisdom. They must be mind-
ful of it in all conditions, for some of the friends are seen to
be troubled, depressed and dejected when trials appear. Yet
our Lord, the All-Merciful, is verily the Compassionate, the
Generous. My spirit, my soul, and my being be a sacrifice for
His compassion, His mercy, and His loving-kindness.

O friends! This evanescent servant submits with utmost humil-
ity and nothingness: Know ye the value of this Day. All those
near to God and the sincere ones uttered the words “Would
that I..” and at all times beseeched and hoped from God that
they might attain this supreme honor and mighty gift. And
ye, praise be to God, have attained it through God’s infinite
bounty and have quaffed from the sealed wine. Now this ser-
vant and the masters must, with perfect unity and harmony,
utter praise and thanksgiving to God, exalted be His glory, rec-
ognize the value of this supreme blessing, and act upon that
which today causes the exaltation of His Cause. In all the
Books, Scriptures, Psalms, Tablets and Epistles, triumph has
been made conditional upon patience, calm, dignity, spiritual
qualities and goodly deeds. We beseech God, may His favors
be universal, to aid all to observe His commandments revealed
in His Book. He is the Powerful, the Mighty, in the beginning
and the end.

Regarding what you wrote about the friends in Sultan-abad,
and likewise what you mentioned about Mulla Ibrahim and
Ustad Husayn, upon them be the Glory of God - all was pre-
sented at the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court. The Tongue
of Grandeur spoke these sublime and decisive words. He says,
exalted be His glory:
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In My Name, the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most
Exalted

O friends! These are the days of the All-Merciful, and the
Living Waters flow and stream forth from the Dayspring of
generosity. God willing, with illumined hearts, radiant faces,
and brilliant brows, ye shall take from the Hand of bounty and
drink in the name of the Peerless Friend. Were ye to ponder
the words that shine forth from the horizon of the Supreme
Pen, such rapture and longing would seize all that ye would
see all else as non-existent, and would arise with all your limbs
and members to serve the Friend with such steadfastness that
neither the doubts and insinuations of the learned and the ig-
norant would prevent you nor hold you back from this supreme
good and mighty favor.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Remind the servants of what hath been sent
down from the heaven of thy Lord’s will, the All-Merciful, and
give them the glad-tidings of His great bounty. Say: O ye
who are beloved of the All-Mercifull Hold fast today unto
that which befitteth the Cause of God, the Lord of all worlds.
Beware lest the doubts of men debar you from the Truth. Cling
ye to the hem of the loving-kindness of your Lord, the All-
Forgiving, the Most Generous. By the life of God! This is a
Day that hath no equal among days. Strive that there may
appear from you that which will draw you nigh unto the One,
the All-Informed. From My Most Great Prison I send greetings
to My loved ones there, and counsel them with that whereby
their names shall be exalted between the heavens and the earth.
This is the Day for deeds, this is the Day for goodly character,
and thy Lord is the Creator, the Fashioner, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

O Ibrahim! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One, when
sorrows encompassed Him through what the hands of the heed-
less have wrought. Be thou steadfast, firm and constant in
serving this Cause, whereby the hearts of them that are en-
dued with understanding have been perturbed and the feet
of the learned have slipped, save whom God hath willed, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful. All the treasures of earth cannot
equal My remembrance of thee. Know thou its worth, then
give thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the Great.

We make mention of Husayn, after the Master, that the call of
the Lord of creation may attract him on the Day of Return in
such wise that he will arise and say with wisdom and utterance:
O concourse of creation! By God, the All-Merciful hath come
with manifest sovereignty. Give thanks unto God for having
been mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One while He
was imprisoned in this mighty fortress. Let not the affairs of
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the world grieve thee. Leave them to their people and take
hold of that which thou hast been commanded in the Book of
God, the Goal of them that have recognized Him.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Convey unto them My remembrance, My
loving-kindness, My bounty and My mercy that have preceded
all creation, that there may appear from them what God
hath desired in this holy and wondrous Day. Thus have We
revealed from the chambers of words the maidens of inner
meanings and utterance. Blessed is he who hath witnessed,
seen and recognized the signs of his Lord, the Most Great, in
both beginning and end. Woe unto the heedless! Woe unto
those who turn away! Woe unto them that slumber!

Concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Muham-
mad Hakim, upon him be Baha'u’llah’s glory, and likewise
regarding their turning to the Most Exalted Horizon, it was
presented in the Most Holy and Most Glorious Court. This
is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke, and His Word is the
Truth:

“O Muhammad! Hear the call of the Wronged One from the di-
rection of the prison. He summons thee to the Truth and calls
thee to a station whose mention hath been recorded in the
divine Books, Tablets and Scriptures of the past and present.
O Muhammad! In days when, due to the multitude of tribula-
tions and afflictions, day could not be distinguished from night,
this Wronged One arose alone to promote the Cause - an aris-
ing which the clamor of all the peoples of the earth failed to
deter Him from that which God had purposed. With the most
exalted call He guided the people of the Kingdom of Utterance
to the Most Exalted Horizon. He made manifest the straight
Path of God so that the peoples of the earth might not be de-
prived of the outpouring grace of the True One. Yet when the
Path became manifest, the Cause of God became resplendent,
and the horizon of the world was illumined with the lights of
His Revelation, all arose in complete opposition, except those
whom thy Lord, the Lord of the heavens and earth, willed
otherwise.

God, exalted be His glory, is My witness and testimony that
for not a moment did I conceal Myself or seek to preserve
My life. In all conditions, the exaltation of God’s Cause and
the glorification of His Most Exalted Word were the apparent
and hidden objects of My gaze. All the people of the Bayan
bear witness to what hath been mentioned, except those souls
who are deprived of the ocean of fairness and are barred from
the Most Exalted Horizon. And when the breezes of divine
loving-kindness wafted and the fragrance of the celestial Robe
was partly diffused, a group arose in hypocrisy and rushed to
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all regions that they might perhaps extinguish the souls that
were aflame with the fire of love. Such is the condition of the
servants on the Day of Return. Glory be to God! They have
become heedless of the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, and have
turned to souls who have never had, nor have, any knowledge
of the root of the Cause.

Your honor should, with the utmost joy and fragrance, make
the people of the contingent world aware, that perchance
through the grace of the Life-Giving Kawthar they may be
purified from the conditions of self and passion and turn
towards the Most Exalted Kingdom. The station and rank of
this renowned Day is most great, yet the people are observed
to be exceedingly heedless. God willing, they will arise from
the slumber of negligence through the Most Sweet Call and
turn to the ocean of knowledge.

O Muhammad! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One.
Verily, He mentioneth thee for the sake of God and comman-
deth thee that which shall profit thee in all the worlds of His
worlds. Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Bountiful, the Generous.
Cast away what thou hast heard from those who cannot dis-
tinguish their right hand from their left, and take hold of that
which thou hast been commanded in the Book of God, the Lord
of the worlds. Take the Sealed Wine in My Name, the Self-
Subsisting. Verily, it will attract thee to a station wherein the
conditions of the world will not prevent thee from the Lord of
Eternity. Thy Lord is, verily, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
Counsel the servants to be steadfast with supreme steadfast-
ness, as bidden by the Lord of all beings. Verily, He comman-
deth them that which shall profit them in the Hereafter and in
this world. To this testifieth His perspicuous Book.”

From these verses and utterances of the Lord of Names and
Attributes, the divine bounty and grace towards His servants
is manifest and evident. God is My witness that this servant
observeth himself to be bewildered at most times, for though
the horizons of the worlds of meaning and utterance are illu-
mined and radiant from the Sun of Revelation, yet the ser-
vants are seen in utter heedlessness and remoteness. They are
so intoxicated with the wine of pride that they cannot distin-
guish between what benefits and what harms them. They have
been and are wandering lost and dumbfounded in the waterless
desert. God willing, may those souls who have been blessed
with the mention of God, exalted be His glory, in these pages
be confirmed in serving the Cause, educating the servants, and
quickening the dead. This evanescent servant offers greetings
to each one and gives them glad tidings through the mentions
of the Supreme Pen. May God confirm them in that which
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befits this blessed Day. Verily He confirmeth whomsoever He
willeth through a command from His presence, and He is the
All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

And concerning what you wrote that if someone other than
your honor should turn towards those regions, it would be-
come the cause and means of enkindling the fire of love - this
matter is clear and evident. However, let Ali-Qabel-Akbar,
upon him be the Glory of God, the Lord of Power, and like-
wise Ibn-Ismu’llah-al-Asdag-al-Mugaddas, upon them both be
the Glory of God, and Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be
the Glory of God and His favor, send whomever they deem
advisable with holy and impregnable Tablets, that perchance
the breezes of the All-Merciful may seize the hearts of the peo-
ple of those lands and lead them to the ocean of wisdom. In
this matter, they must exert mighty efforts so that the breezes
of revelation may not be cut off from cities and regions, and
ears may not be deprived of the Call. There must be no delay
in sending souls and teaching the Cause. Souls must be made
aware of the path of teaching God’s Cause, that they may speak
with complete wisdom among the people and make them con-
scious of the true purpose and outcome of God’s Cause. In
this way, the suns of steadfastness will shine forth from the
horizons of hearts and illumine the world. Blessed are they
who know, blessed are they who act.

And concerning what you wrote about Haji Siyyid Abu’l-Fadl,
it was submitted. A Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was
revealed specifically for him. God willing, may he attain unto
it and act according to what God has willed.

7 Likewise you mentioned Muhammad-Qabli-Husayn, upon him

be 966 [Baha'u’llah], son of L.T., and his namesake. Praise be
to God, the aforementioned one has been acknowledging and
confessing this Most Great Cause from the earliest days, and
has been adorned with the mantle of the grace of the True
One, exalted be His grandeur. Now he is seen to be more
steadfast and more enkindled than before.
servant beseeches and implores the eternal True One, exalted
be His glory, to make him appear as a standard upon the hills
among His servants and to continually elevate his station. A
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet has been revealed especially
for him. May he recite it with spirit and fragrance and drink
from the flowing Kawthar that lies hidden in the depths of the
divine words. Happiness and joy be unto him!

This evanescent

And as for his namesake, mention of him was made in the letter
he sent to this servant, and likewise in your letter which you
had sent to Jinab-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon him be the Most Glorious
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Beauty of God, wherein his acceptance, his turning to God
and his steadfastness were mentioned. Both were presented at

the Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Mighty, Most High Court.

This is what the Tongue of the All-Merciful uttered in the
Kingdom of Utterance - exalted be His grandeur: “Praise be
to God, he has attained to the recognition of the Divine Word
and has acknowledged and confessed that which the Tongue
of Grandeur has spoken. His degrees of eagerness and longing
are manifest and evident before the Divine Presence. God
willing, with perfect wisdom may he drink from the Kawthar
of utterance of the Lord of all possibilities.” End quote. And
one Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet has also been revealed

especially for him from the heaven of the All-Merciful’s will.

God willing, may he drink and cause others to drink from the
oceans of inner meanings and utterance that lie hidden in the
words of the Lord of religions.

And regarding what you wrote about Ustad Hasan-i-Sabbagh,
upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah], it was presented at the Most
Holy Court. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke in
reply: “We have mentioned him before from My Most Exalted
Pen and We mention him again at this time that he may thank
his Lord, the Mighty, the Generous. God willing, may he be
confirmed in that which befits this most wondrous Day and be
assisted in that whereby the Cause of God, the Exalted, the
Great, may be uplifted. O Haydar-i-Qabli-‘Ali! Convey My
glorification unto his face and remind him of the verses of his

Lord, the Protector of all who are in the heavens and the earth.

And We make mention in this station of his son who is named
Nasru’llah and We give him the glad tidings of My gifts and
favors that he may praise and be of the thankful ones. And
We counsel him to the Greater Steadfastness and to that which
hath been sent down in My Perspicuous Book.” End quote.

O Haydar! Conffer, from Our presence, upon ‘Ali a greeting
of magnification, and remind him of the verses of his Lord,
the All-Compelling over all who are in the heavens and on the
earth. And in this station We make mention of his son, who
hath been named Nasru’llah, and We give him glad tidings
of My bounties and My loving-kindness, that he may render
thanks and be numbered among the grateful. We enjoin him
to steadfastness most great, and to that which hath been sent
down in My Clear Book. Ended.

And as to that which ye had written, in detail, concerning the
visitation of the two Lights, the two shining Luminaries (upon
them be, from every glory, the glory of the Most Glorious, and
from every light, His most radiant light): this was submitted
in the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible Presence. This is what
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hath been uttered by the Tongue of God, the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting. Exalted be His word:

O Haydar! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.

The Tongue of My utterance in the Kingdom of My knowledge
beareth witness that thou hast attained unto that which, in
the sight of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, is accounted
among the most excellent of deeds. Verily We were with you

both: We heard and We saw, and I am the Hearer, the Seer.

We have accepted your turning unto Us, and whatsoever ye
wrought in the path of God, the Lord of religions. The failure
of the letter to arrive, and the delay of the reply, hath not
been the cause of non-acceptance. He doeth whatsoever He
willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth, and He is the
Mighty, the All-Powerful. Rejoice thou in the bounty of thy
Lord; verily He is the Bountiful, the Generous.

Whatsoever appeareth for the sake of God is known unto Him,
and attaineth unto the adornment of acceptance. Blessed are
the souls who, purely for the sake of God, attain unto that
which ye have attained. O servant of God, ‘Ali! Hearken unto
the call of the Wronged One, and know of a certainty that
whatsoever hath proceeded from thee in the path of God hath
been accepted in the presence of the Countenance. No worker’s
deed hath been wasted in the sight of God, neither shall it ever
be. Be thou assured of that which My Most Exalted Pen hath
spoken, and be of the thankful.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.

The Tongue of My utterance in the Kingdom of My knowledge
beareth witness that thou hast attained unto that which was
most meritorious in the sight of the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High. We were with you both, hearing and seeing, for We
are the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We have accepted your
devotion and what ye have done in the path of God, the Lord
of all religions. The failure to receive a letter and delay in
response was not due to lack of acceptance. Verily, He doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth, and He is the
Almighty, the Powerful. Rejoice in thy Lord’s favor, for He is
indeed the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

5 From these decisive verses of God, the bounty of the True One

is evident and manifest. In truth I say, from every word the
Sun of Grace doth shine forth. Blessed art thou and those
who were with thee. Praise be to God that ye have attained
this supreme bounty and are mentioned and recorded in God’s
Book as among the people of the Crimson Ark. In truth, this
station is sanctified above all outward descriptions that flow
from the pen, for mention of it hath been revealed and sent
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down from the Tongue of Grandeur. A hundred thousand bless-
ings upon the soul that hath attained unto this most exalted
station.

Regarding what thou didst write about Aqa Mirza Habibu’llah,
upon him be the Glory of God, it was presented and He showed
loving-kindness and revealed a most holy, most exalted, most
glorious Tablet especially for him. God willing, his eyes shall
be illumined by beholding it and his heart gladdened by its
perusal. He hath indeed attained unto the pearls of the ocean
of his Lord’s utterance. The servant giveth him the glad tidings
of this wondrous Tablet and congratulateth him on this great
bounty.

~ And as to that which ye had written concerning the assured

souls who have turned unto Him (upon them be the glory of
God): the names of them all were laid before the Throne, and
for each and every one resplendent verses were sent down from
the heaven of the mercy of the Lord of lords. This lowly and
transient servant is powerless to recount them in full; yet a
portion thereof which was revealed in the Persian tongue is
set down, that all may attain unto the utterance of the All-
Merciful, and may act according to that which behoveth man.
His exalted Word is this:

The Pen of the Most High conveys greetings to those who drink
the choice wine of the Most Glorious, and says: Today is the
day of service and the triumph of the Cause. Deprive not your-
selves of the bounties of these days and their fragrances. With
the utmost wisdom, steadfastness, kindliness and forbearance,
remind the people that perchance they may attain unto new
life through the divine Kawthar of bounty, and through the
divine Word attain the ultimate goal and the most exalted
summit. Today the sun of grace is shining; strive that ye may
succeed in deeds befitting this divine Day. Your mention hath
been made in the presence of the Wronged One, and there
hath been revealed for each one that which is like unto imper-
ishable treasures with the Trustworthy, the All-Knowing. All
the things of the world cannot equal this blessed word. Be ye
thankful unto your Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Ye should guide the people through goodly deeds, pure words,
and revealed wisdom, and God willing, occupy yourselves with
the triumph of the Cause through spiritual qualities and praise-
worthy attributes. We, from this station, send Our greetings
unto you and give you glad tidings of God’s grace and mercy,
and enjoin upon you that which hath been revealed in the
Book of God, the Lord of the worlds. Ye should soar with the
wings of unity in this holy atmosphere and appear amongst
the people with utmost love and fellowship. He verily is with
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you under all conditions. He is the Truth, the Knower of the
unseen.

All handmaidens are remembered in God’s mention. O leaves
of the blessed Tree! He hath turned toward you and sayeth:
Ye must all be adorned with the ornament of sanctity and
clothed in the garments of purity. Beseech ye the Exalted One
to illumine the crown of deeds with the diadem of protection.
He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Ye have attained unto days for which those near unto God,
the sincere ones, and the faithful ones beseeched God, exalted
be His glory. Be not grieved or saddened by outward matters
and the affairs of this transient world. The mortal world is
unworthy of mention. Soon will the people of the earth return
to their abode with utmost regret and manifest loss. That
which endureth in the book of this world and the books of other
worlds, throughout the duration of the Most Beautiful Names,
is a mention that is inscribed today by the Most Exalted Pen
in the crimson scroll. Strive to attain unto it and preserve
it through the Name of God. None but God hath been and
shall be capable of mentioning this station. It behooveth all to
offer praise and thanksgiving unto God at all times. Blessed
is the servant who hath attained, blessed the handmaiden who
hath attained, blessed the servant who hath acknowledged, and
blessed the handmaiden who hath acknowledged that which
the Tongue of Grandeur hath uttered before the creation of
the heavens and earth: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the
All-Informed, the All-Seeing.”

2 You wrote that Jinab-i-Aqa Abdul-Hussein, known as Eliyahu,

was in the land of K where the hostile faction rose up against
him. This is not the first oppression that has appeared from
the oppressors in these days, nor is it the first vessel that has
been broken in the path of God, nor is he the first man to be
afflicted with the gloating of enemies. In any case, his situ-
ation was presented before the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence, and He said: “God willing, may the entire world be
adorned with the ornament of recognition of the Ancient Lord,
and arise to support the Cause of the All-Merciful through wis-
dom and utterance. Today, engagement in crafts and trades is
counted as worship. It is necessary, nay obligatory, upon all to
be occupied with some profession or work. Idleness, inaction,
seclusion, unemployment and laziness have never been and are
not pleasing in the sight of God. God willing, may all attain
and act upon that which God has commanded.”
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Convey greetings on behalf of this evanescent servant to him
and mention that engagement in affairs is also considered ser-
vice in its proper place. God willing, may souls who have
accepted the Faith attain unto the most great steadfastness -
and the most great steadfastness is a station wherein whoso-
ever attains unto it beholds all save God as non-existent and
null, even if he should bring forth all that people possess.

Regarding what was written about this servant using the word
“Malik-i-Yawm’ut-Talaq” with a “ta” (without dots), while it
appears it should be with a dotted “ta” - both are correct. For
“Yawm’ut-Talaq” with an undotted “ta” refers to the Day of
Resurrection, as it is the Day of Separation. Since the Greatest
Separation occurs on that Day, in some instances it is written
with an undotted “ta”. Similarly, with a dotted “ta” it means
“meeting”, and since that Most Great Day is the day of meet-
ing, in some instances it is written with a dotted “ta”. This
is the Day when different parties gather in one place and con-
flicting conditions turn toward one destination. This is the
Day of Meeting, this is the Day of Encounter, this is the Day
of Coming Together, this is the Day of Separation, this is the
Day of the Greatest Distinction, this is the Day of Assembly.
By the life of my Beloved and thy Beloved and the Beloved of
all who are in the heavens and earth, the Calamity has come
and struck, the Inevitable has appeared and taken hold, and
the Hour has emerged and come to pass.

5 In the days when the Sun of Manifestation was rising from the

horizon of Iraq, but due to the incompletion of the appointed
time was still veiled behind the clouds of wisdom, one day the
Ancient Beauty came out from the private quarters, and in the
outer room Haji Muhammad-Taqi from Nayriz - upon him be
the Glory of God - was present with this servant. In those days
no one was aware of the true nature of the Cause, all were heed-
less, and due to the intensity of concealment all were forbidden,
even though, by His very Self, the Cause was more evident than
the sun. However, the utterances of the Truth Itself kept peo-
ple bewildered. In those days such matters occurred that were
they to be mentioned, all would cry out “What longing!” In
any case, at that moment the Tongue of Grandeur, addressing
Haji Muhammad-Taqi, spoke saying: “Haji Muhammad-Taqi,
I was seated when I saw the promised Hour walking.” They
said: “O Haji Muhammad-Taqi, the promised Hour mentioned
in the Bayan walked in this manner” - and They demonstrated
the walk - and repeatedly said: “Haji, look, look, It walked just
like this, It walked just like this.” Glory be to God! Despite
this most great Revelation, since concealment was decreed, no
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one in those days was aware save a few, and even those few only
according to their capacity, not according to what He truly is,
exalted be His glory, universal be His bounty, magnificent be
His station, and there is no God but Him.

Regarding what was written about having copied the wondrous
and exalted Tablets that were revealed from the Supreme Pen
concerning the meaning of assistance, and having them on
hand for all to see and become aware of divine assistance and
its meaning - this matter is truly a great service to the Cause
of God. However, previously also there was revealed from the
Supreme Pen concerning the meaning of assistance that which
is the cause of guidance and remembrance for all on earth.
God willing, obtain those also and add them to what you have
written, so that all may understand that the Manifestation of
Truth, exalted be His glory, is for the reformation of the world,
not for killing, plundering, corruption, discord, persecution and
the like.

And concerning what you wrote about Aqa Muhammad-
Hashim (from K) and other friends of God - this was
presented at the Most Holy Court, and verses were specifically
revealed from the horizon of Divine Will for each one. God
willing, they will perceive their fragrance, for if all who are
on earth were to truly perceive the fragrance of but one of
the Divine Words, they would find themselves sanctified, holy,
detached and free. Blessed is the soul who has attained to
this most exalted, most glorious station. This is what was
revealed for Muhammad-Hashim:

In My Name, the Witness, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed

A mention from Us to those in the world, that the mention
may draw them nigh unto a station which God hath sanctified
from the doubts of them who have denied the Day of Judgment.
O Hashim! Rejoice in that thou art remembered by Him Who
hath arisen in the name of the Self-Subsisting, and hath shat-
tered the idols of learning through His Name, the Mighty, the
Powerful. We have ordained knowledge for the recognition of
the Known One, and that whereby the servants may benefit,
not that which every ignorant deluded one may utter. Blessed
is the face that hath turned to the Face of God, the ear that
hath heard the Call, and the tongue that hath spoken this Most
Great Name. Beware lest the doubts of men hold thee back
from the Lord of Destiny. Leave what the people possess and
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take what thou hast been given by the One Who is Kind, the
Generous. We make mention of thy family and those with thee
as a favor from Us - verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the
Ancient. And from this station We send Our greetings upon
them and upon those who have laid hold of this firm Cord.

This is what was revealed for Mirza Suha (from Sultanabad):

In the Name of the Peerless Beloved

The Lord of Names saith: Strive that through God’s favor -
glorified be His majesty - thou mayest be named a shooting
star, that is, a brilliant, manifest meteor. The existence of
the friends and their steadfastness in the Cause of the Lord of
Names is light unto them who have turned towards Him and
fire unto the idolaters. God willing, thou shalt shine forth like
the morning star from the horizon of the heaven of God’s love.
This is a Day wherein every soul can acquire that which leadeth
to elevation and ascension. How many souls there were who
yearned for this wondrous, glorious Day, yet when the dawn of
God’s Day appeared, all turned away. Beseech God that He
may sanctify all from the abasement of self and passion and
draw them to the highest horizon. This is the true blessing and
the heavenly food. Blessed is he who hath attained thereunto,
and woe unto him who hath deprived himself of God’s blessing
and bounties, His grace and favors. Beseech God - glorified be
His majesty - that He may aid thee in a matter which shall
endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven. Glory
be from the Wronged One upon those who have attained unto
this mighty station.

This is what was revealed for Jinab-i-Ustad Husayn K:

In My Name, the Hearing, the All-Knowing

O Husayn! The Wronged One remembereth thee from the
prison and calleth thee unto God, the Mighty, the All-
Bestowing. We have entered the prison and have sent down
verses in such wise as none can reckon save God, the Lord of
Lords. Be thou vocal in praise of thy Lord and act according
to what the All-Bestowing hath revealed in the Book. Blessed
is the strong one whom the conditions of creation have not
weakened, and the one who hath turned toward God whom
the signs of the veiled ones have not hindered. Hold fast
unto the cord of thy Lord’s grace and glorify Him at eventide
and at dawn. Give thanks that thou hast attained unto the
outpourings of My Most Exalted Pen, which when it moveth,
the Herald proclaimeth: “The Swift to Account hath come!”
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Thus hath the ocean of My grace surged for thee as a bounty
from My presence, and I am the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

We make mention of him who is named Hashim and give him
glad tidings through this Remembrance which hath been sent
down in truth from God, the Lord of all men. And We make
mention of him who is named Muhammad that he may rejoice
in the bounty of his Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

7 This is what was revealed for his honor Aqa Husayn (K) who

attained in Zawra. He is the Witness and the Witnessed. A
Book sent down by the Sovereign of existence from His praise-
worthy station to him who hath believed in God, the Mighty,
the Loving. Blessed is he who hath sought the fragrance of
the Intended One, and the seeker who hath answered the De-
sired One, and the learned one who hath believed in God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. How many learned ones have
turned away from the Path, and how many ignorant ones have
recognized, hastened, and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord
of the seen and the unseen!” By God, the horizon of the world
hath been illumined by the Most Great Light, yet most of the
people perceive not. Verily the Truth walketh before the faces
of creation. He Who speaketh at the heart of contingent be-
ing beareth witness to this, that there is none other God but
Me, the Powerful over what was and what shall be. Blessed is
he who hath advanced, turned to God and attained unto His
presence, and woe unto every one who hath turned away and
rejected God by following every heedless one cast out.

This is what was revealed for him who is named his honor
Siyyid Baqir K. He is the Hearing, the Responding. Today
all things are ablaze from the fire of the Divine Word, and all
atoms of creation speak forth “The Revealer of Verses hath
come!” Blessed is the soul that hath hearkened unto the voice
of the One Who conversed on Sinai from the Tree of Manifesta-
tion and hath arisen with all its heart and spirit to the Cause
of the Beloved of the worlds. The mention of this glorious and
wondrous Day in the divine Books is more evident than the
sun at its zenith. Blessed is the eye that hath attained to its
vision and the heart that hath turned toward the most exalted
horizon. O Bagqir! If thou wert to thank God throughout the
duration of the kingdom of earth and heaven, it would not
equal this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet. Know thou the
value of the words of the Most Merciful and preserve them as
thou wouldst thy life. We, from this station, send Our greet-
ings upon thee and upon thy father and upon those who have
attained unto this mighty station.

O Siyyid Rida, the Lord of Names saith: Strive thou to attain
unto the good-pleasure of God, exalted be His glory. This
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station hath no peer or likeness, and all the sincere ones, those
drawn nigh, and the pure in heart have sought and continue to
seek it. Verily thy Lord speaketh the truth and guideth whom
He willeth to His straight path. And praise be to God, the
Mighty, the Wise.

) This is what was revealed for his honor who is named Mulla

Muhammad Rida K. He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great.
O Muhammad Rida! The heaven of bounty is upraised and
the sun of manifestation is shining and visible from its horizon.
This is the Day promised in all the heavenly Books. Today is
the day of awareness. The Peerless Knower saith: The gate of
grace is opened and the ocean of mercy is manifest before all
faces. Strive that ye may receive your portion from the bounti-
ful outpourings and be not deprived. Reflect upon the former
ages and consider what befell the Prophets of God and His
Messengers. Whenever the Dawning-Place of divine revelation
appeared from the heaven of God’s Will, all arose in opposi-
tion and protest, and inflicted upon that Essence of being that
which the pens of the world are powerless to recount. Say: O
friends! The water of life floweth in the name of the Revealer
of verses. Blessed is the soul that hath recognized and drunk
thereof, and woe unto the heedless ones. Praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all who dwell
on earth and in heaven!

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of those who dwell in
the kingdom of creation, that perchance this remembrance may
draw them nigh unto a station which hath been recorded in the
Book. This is not the day for tarrying and silence. It behooveth
every soul to speak with wisdom and utterance concerning this
Cause which hath been made manifest from the horizon of
grace. O loved ones of God and His chosen ones! Hearken
unto the call from the direction of the luminous Spot. Verily,
it giveth you glad tidings of that which hath been sent down
in a Book inscribed by the Pen of God. Beware lest the doubts
of men withhold you from the Truth. Forsake that which the
people possess, then turn with radiant faces toward the horizon
which was promised by the tongue of God. The proof hath been
perfected, the bounty completed, and that which was hidden
in the pavilion of glory hath been revealed. The heaven hath
been cleft asunder, and the crimson Ark hath sailed upon the
sea of grandeur by a command sent down from the heaven of
Revelation. Thus hath the Tree spoken, the Cock crowed, and
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the Dove of the Cause warbled upon the branch known by the
name of God. We counsel thee and the loved ones of God to
remain steadfast in this Cause whereby the feet of the learned
have slipped. Verily, thy Lord is witness unto what I say.

Indeed, the grace, favor, generosity and mercy of God have
reached such a degree that none can adequately render thanks
for them. Divine verses are being revealed night and day with-
out cessation, and all are mirrors reflecting the bounty, gen-
erosity and loving-kindness of the Beloved of the worlds. This
evanescent servant beseecheth God to aid His loved ones to per-
form such deeds as are worthy of this most exalted and most
holy grace. Convey, on behalf of this evanescent one, sublime
and glorious greetings to them who quaff the choice wine of
inner meanings. Such blessing dependeth upon the favor of
that Beloved One. God willing, may all drink cup after cup,
draught after draught, and goblet after goblet from the choice
wine of divine favor. Glory be upon thee and upon them, and
upon everyone who hath spoken and doth speak, who hath
stood and doth stand, and who hath walked and doth walk
His straight path. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Furthermore, some time ago wondrous and sublime Tablets
were revealed specifically for the friends and loved ones in the
land of K, and were sent with the Shaykh. Likewise, in these
days several most holy and most exalted Tablets have been
revealed from the heaven of the Divine Will specifically for
Aga Muhammad Husayn N and his two namesakes and Aqga
Ghulam-‘Ali - upon them be 96 [Baha'u’llah| - and were dis-
patched by post. God willing, may they attain unto them.

5 As for the Tablets that were previously requested for the

friends in Qamsar and its surroundings, which were delayed
- this delay was due to the delay in your letter. Now certain
Tablets have been revealed from the heaven of favor, both
with and without names, and will be sent in the next dispatch,
as sending them in this dispatch would be contrary to wisdom.
After their arrival, permission is granted for you to write the
name of whomsoever you deem advisable, that all may attain
to divine favor. The Command is in His hand. He ordaineth
what He pleaseth for whomsoever He willeth, and confirmeth
what He desireth for whomsoever He purposeth. He is the
Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Praised.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar) et al.
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Magnified is the All-Merciful Who hath, through His Most Ex-
alted Word, attracted all who are in earth and heaven, and
guided all through it on a Day wherein the foundations of the
cities of names were shaken. He it is Who hath subdued all
things through His Most Exalted Pen, and through it hath
opened the door of reunion unto all who dwell in the kingdom
of creation, and the Dove of the Cause hath warbled upon
the branches of the Tree of Eternity. Exalted, exalted is He
through Whose Name the world was illumined, and through
Whom the feet of the peoples did slip - they who cast the
path of God behind their backs and followed their vain desires.
These are servants who went astray and led others astray un-
til they pronounced judgment against Him Who created and
fashioned them. Thus did their souls entice them. The servant
and God’s loved ones on earth bear witness that they failed in
their duty towards God when the standard “He is the Truth”
was hoisted in the most exalted station.

Exalted is He Who caused to flow from the tongue of His cho-
sen ones the waters of knowledge and utterance. They are the
lamps of guidance amongst mankind - servants whose praise ev-
ery book hath voiced and every tongue hath mentioned. They
are the standards of divine knowledge in the realm of possi-
bility and the banners of utterance from the All-Merciful. FEx-
alted, exalted is He Who created them, caused them to be
known, gave them utterance, brought them nigh, and chose
them to serve His Cause among His servants, enabled them to
make mention of Him among His creation, and made them the
hands of His Cause in His kingdom. Through them the cock
crowed and the clouds proclaimed: “The Kingdom is God’s,
the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful!”

Glory be to Thee, O Thou through Whose Name the pearls of
divine knowledge appeared from the ocean of Thy mercy and
the fragrance of the garment was diffused through Thy com-
mand and will! I beseech Thee by Thy Will which transformeth
darkness into light and sorrow into joy, to send down from the
heaven of Thy grace upon Thy chosen ones and Thy loved ones
that which will draw them nigh unto Thee in all conditions and
protect them from those who have denied the Beginning and
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the End. There is no God but Thee, the Self-Sufficient, the
Most Exalted.

The birds
of your knowledge have caused Me to hear, from the atmo-
sphere of your certitude, that whereby I perceived the fragrance
of your sincerity and your steadfastness in the Cause of our
Beloved and your Beloved. When the shrill voice of your pen
attracted Me and your words delighted Me, I soared on the
wings of longing until I attained the station of nearness and ho-
liness and beauty. And when I was present, that which was in
your letter was presented, whereupon the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke that whereby the Balance was set up and the mountains
were moved. His word, exalted be His glory:

i In My Name that shineth forth from the horizon of utterance

O thou who drinkest the choice wine of My utterance and
soarest in My atmosphere! Hearken unto My call, for verily
it draweth thee to My Kingdom and My dominion. By My
life! The Word through whose breezes We quickened the king-
dom of creation now lamenteth My sorrow and that which
hath befallen Me at the hands of them that have violated My
Covenant and Testament, and have chosen for themselves a
loved one other than Me. Thus hath My tongue spoken that
thou mayest know what hath befallen the Wronged One from
the hosts of the oppressors. From every word of thy Lord hath
flowed the living waters of proof and evidence, yet the people
are in manifest doubt. The ocean of wisdom hath surged be-
fore all faces, yet most of the people remain heedless. Consider
and remember when thou wert with Me and didst witness the
waves of the ocean of thy Lord’s utterance, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

Behold the people of the Bayan! They claim faith for them-
selves, yet deny Him Who revealed the Bayan from His inac-
cessible and glorious Kingdom. The world hath been illumined
by the Sun of My most exalted Word, yet the people remain
behind a thick veil. Verily the Word at times singeth and at
times lamenteth - the former for what it containeth and the
latter for what hath befallen it from them that have disbe-
lieved in God, the Lord of all worlds. This is the Day whereof
Adam gave tidings, and after him Noah, and after him Hud,
until Muhammad, the Apostle of God, came with a perspicu-
ous Book. We revealed unto Him the Furqan wherein mention
was made of this All-Wise Remembrance, and We gave tid-
ings unto all therein of this Day which is the Lord of all ages
and centuries, from God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. He
gave tidings unto all of the Days of God and spoke in praise of
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this Revelation, whereat, when it appeareth, all mankind shall
stand before the Lord of the worlds.

O thou who gazest upon My countenance! Do ears hear? Nay,
by the life of thy Lord, the Speaking, the All-Seeing! Do eyes
behold? Nay, by My sanctified and luminous Beauty! By God!
Were anyone to hear the call of thy Most Glorious Lord from
the Supreme Horizon and taste the sweetness of His utterance,
he would soar on the wings of detachment in this atmosphere
wherefrom the near ones hear: “There is no God but Me, the
Most Exalted, the Most Great.” Remind the people of thy
Lord’s most great signs, that perchance they may cast away
what they possess, turning unto God, the Lord of the Day
of Judgment. Blessed is he who hath spoken forth this Most
Great Remembrance, and blessed the ear that hath heard the
Call, and blessed the heart that hath turned unto God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. It behooveth thee to speak that
whereby the birds of certitude may soar throughout all regions
and cities. Thus doth He Who hath given thee to drink the
choice wine of inner meanings command thee, in His Name,
the Forgiving, the Bountiful. Convey My greetings unto My
loved ones who have turned away from all else save Me and
have held fast unto My Strong Cord. Glory be upon thee and
upon them that have attained unto this glorious and wondrous
station.

The Sun of Grace shineth with such brilliance that none need
establish Its reality through proofs and evidences. Praise be
to God! That Beloved One hath ever been and remains re-
membered in the Most Holy Presence and Supreme Horizon.
The principal cause for the delay in writing this letter was thy
movement and travels, as successive letters from thee and other
friends gave news of movement and intention to travel. This
evanescent servant beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, that
He may enable him to occupy himself with His remembrance
in his remaining days and to make up for what hath passed.

And concerning what thou didst write in thy last letter about
the gathering of those who drink the choice wine of inner mean-
ings in the house of Karbila’i ‘Abdu’l-Baqi, upon him be the
Glory of God, occupied in the remembrance of the Beloved of
the worlds - blessed art thou and they, and those who have
attained unto the knowledge of God, the Lord of what was
and what shall be. This matter too was presented in the Most
Holy and Exalted Presence. This is what the Tongue of the
All-Merciful hath spoken in the Kingdom of Utterance. His
word, exalted be His majesty:

In My Most Ancient and Most Great Name
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When the Sun of inner meanings dawned forth in the mirror of
knowledge, the blessed word “I am the One manifest above all
things” became manifest, and in every instance an utterance
appeared and a word was witnessed. The Divine Cause has
been and shall forever be all-encompassing, and ere long its
effects shall be witnessed in the world. The degrees of that
honored one’s love, devotion and steadfastness are known and
evident before the Wronged One. God willing, you shall bring
to life the dead in the valley of heedlessness and ignorance with
the Kawthar of the All-Merciful’s utterance, that all may drink
from the Euphrates of divine mercy and turn to the supreme
horizon.

This is a Day the like of which hath never been. God will-
ing, may those near and sincere ones succeed in deeds that
are likewise without peer or likeness. Under all conditions,
keep the friends fresh and verdant through the fragrances of
the All-Merciful’s raiment. I swear by the Life of the Beloved
of creation that all the pens of the world and tongues of the
nations fall short and are powerless to praise and extol this
wondrous Day. That which was in the former Books hath now
become manifest and evident. Say: By God, He hath appeared
Who made the dawn as darkness and walked upon the borders
of the earth. Be thou a cup-bearer among My servants, then
give them to drink of the Kawthar of My loving-kindness and
the choice wine of My bounty - at times in My Name, at others
through My remembrance, and at times through My love, the
Mighty, the Inaccessible. Ere long these days shall be rolled up,
and most people shall find themselves in manifest loss. Strive
that a handful of dust may attain everlasting life through the
Salsabil of utterance. Today every soul is able to possess that
which shall endure throughout the sovereignty of earth and
heaven. Blessed are they who have attained unto this Day and
recognized its Lord.

Say: Where are the hosts and the parties, and where is he who
turned away from the Lord of Lords? Where are the ranks
and the banners, and where are the crowns and the thrones?
Say: Where is the joy of Chosroes and the lamentation of the
bereaved? Ask thou God to aid all to that which beseemeth
His appearance and His days, and to assist them in His remem-
brance, His praise and the service of His Cause, the Mighty, the
Great. Thou shouldst, through God’s grace, speak that which
will set the world ablaze and bestow the water of steadfastness
at all times, that those on earth may be purified from the de-
filement of idle fancies and vain imaginings, and be adorned
with the ornament of knowledge and certitude. He comman-
deth thee that which profiteth the servants. Thy Lord is verily
the Ordainer, the All-Wise.
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And likewise these exalted words were revealed from the Source
of verses regarding Aga ‘Abdu’l-Bagi, upon him be the glory
of God, whose house became a gathering place for the friends
of God. His glory be exalted:

7 In the Name of the Peerless Lord

O ‘Abdu’l-Baqgi! Thou hast attained the presence of the All-
Merciful, heard the divine call, and beheld the supreme horizon.
I swear by the Sun of the heaven of God’s Cause that this
station is sanctified and exalted above the mention of all on
earth. However, thou must preserve it in the name of the
Friend and keep it hidden from the thieves and treacherous
ones. O ‘Abdu’l-Baqi! Forget not the counsels of the Wronged
One. He counseleth all in that which profiteth them in this
world and the next. Thy Lord is verily the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. He is with thee, hearing and seeing, and He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Blessed is the soul that today
standeth firm in serving the Cause with wisdom, and blessed
is the house from which the mention of God is raised. We
make mention of those who gathered there and give them the
glad-tidings of My loving-kindness and My mercy, which have
preceded existence in both the seen and unseen realms. Blessed
are their tongues for having uttered the praise of God, the Lord
of all worlds, and their ears for having heard the mention of
God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Nabil, O Muhammad! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the
Single, the One! Glorify on My behalf the countenances of My
loved ones whom thou hast mentioned in thy letter, convey to
them My remembrance and praise, and remind them of My
verses and that which hath been revealed from My Pen. Say:
By God! This is He by Whose will the Mother Book was
sent down, by the movement of Whose Pen the Supreme Pen
was moved, and by Whose call the Call was raised from the
Dawning-Place of Grandeur. Sovereignty belongeth unto Him
Who speaketh the truth. Blessed is he who hath drunk from
the cup of His utterance, and woe unto the heedless. Thus
have We opened the gate of the Kingdom of utterance with
My finger, and I am, verily, the Powerful, the Mighty.

By the life of God! If all who dwell on earth were to truly
perceive the fragrance of but a single verse from the divine
verses, all would turn to the Manifestation of the Cause, be-

come detached from what they possess and turn unto what is
with God.

O thou beloved of My heart! The Kingdom of utterance is
stirred by the divine utterance, yet the people are heedless,
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nay withered, nay dead. They have not partaken of nor re-
ceived their portion from the Kawthar of immortality which
floweth before all faces from the Supreme Pen. At one time
this blessed word dawned from the horizon of utterance of the
King of Oneness, addressing one of His names. Though the
original divine utterance is not at hand, its purport is this: Be-
seech the exalted Truth that such fragrances may be diffused
as would draw hearts and spirits to stations and bring to mind
such realms that the mentions and conditions of this world
would become to them a thing forgotten. The friends of God
must attain to such a station that neither the might of the op-
pressors nor the signs of the Pharaohs - who in one instance are
called the denying divines and in another the objectors among
the people of the Bayan - should prevent them from the divine
Kawthar. The greater the Cause, the greater its trials and
tribulations. Yet today trials and tribulations are not visible,
for the heaven of grace is raised high and the ocean of bounty
is manifest. If from one direction the cups of trials and tribu-
lations are witnessed, from another the Most Glorious Beauty
with the white hand bestoweth the Kawthar of immortality. If
croaking is raised, the pure wine is also flowing and circulating.

2 In one of the Tablets these words were revealed from the source

of verses - His word, exalted be His majesty and might: Say: O
friends of Truth! Be not saddened by the derision of the deniers
and the denial of the objectors, for these matters have ever been
and will ever be proof of the truth of the Truth, exalted be His
glory. If ye should hear unseemly words from some ignorant,
heedless, unknowing one, it mattereth not, for he and all that
is with him shall soon return to nothingness, while ye today
drink from the Kawthar of the utterance of the All-Merciful
and hear the words “Ye are of Me.” At this moment, one
of the near angels circling round made supplication: “O my
God, my Lord, my Goal, my Beloved, and Beloved of all in
the heavens and earth! I beseech the ocean of Thy generosity
and the sun of Thy grace that I may hear a hundred thousand
curses, revilings and denunciations in Thy love, if but once this
ear might be blessed with hearing the most sweet words ‘Verily
thou art of the people of Baha.”’

The generality of mankind dwelling upon the earth in this day
have turned away from the Truth and remained bereft of their
portion from the ocean of divine knowledge. They utter and
continue to utter that which causeth the denizens of the Most
Sublime Paradise, the Prophets and Messengers of God, to
lament and bewail. This is not the first matter to have ap-
peared in the realm of existence. The friends of God must,
under all conditions, with utmost endeavor and steadfastness,
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occupy themselves in service to the Cause. His Holiness Rumi
— upon him be mercy — hath said: ‘The moon sheddeth forth
its light while the dog howleth. It behooveth all to direct
their gaze toward the betterment of the world and toward that
which befitteth the station of man. Verily, whoso remaineth
opposed to the command of God, He seizeth him and rendereth
him manifest as one who hath never been, nor is, cognizant of
consummate wisdom.

During this time, whilst the servant was engaged in penning
this epistle, a command issued forth from the Supreme Source
of the Cause, and after entering into the Most Holy and Inac-
cessible Sanctuary, the Tongue of Grandeur gave utterance to
this blessed Word — exalted be His majesty — saying:

Write to Nabil, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness:
Arise to serve the Cause of Truth through the power of Truth,
the grace of Truth, and the might of Truth - arise with such
steadfastness that the very essence of constancy shall be made
to tremble thereby. With the fire of love set ablaze the hearts
and souls of men, and with the light of knowledge illumine
their countenances, that the hearts and souls of the sincere
may be sanctified from all doubts, conditions and allusions, and
that they may, detached and free, occupy themselves with His
mention, His praise and the teaching of His Cause throughout
His realms and domains.

i Say: O ye who thirst for the stream of flowing mercy, O ye who

yearn for the surging ocean of attainment, O ye who await the
presence of your Lord - for what day have ye reserved your
eyes? For what hour have ye kept your hearts? And for what
moment have ye preserved your tongues and ears? Today the
eye proclaimeth at the highest pitch, “The Day is mine!” for
the Goal of all existence hath spoken the words “Look, thou
shalt behold Me.” The ear declareth, “By God, the time is
my time!” for the Most Sweet Call hath been raised from the
realm of grandeur. And the tongue in the kingdom of utterance
proclaimeth “Verily, this Day is my Day!” A hundred thousand
blessings rest upon him whom the conditions of the world and
its changing hues have not withheld from the Essence of all
essences, and whom perishable things have not debarred from
the everlasting kingdom.

In that moment such verses were revealed from the Dayspring
of Divine Revelation that, by God besides Whom there is
none other God, this servant was struck with wonderment and
amazement, and in truth found himself utterly powerless to
utter a single word thereof. Unless the confirmations of God,
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exalted be His glory, shall assist, how can this servant be capa-
ble of writing, or worthy of setting forth the truth? I beseech
you and all the friends to supplicate God, exalted be His glory,
to aid this servant in this most great and mighty service. Ver-
ily, He is the Helper of the world, and within His grasp lie the
reins of all nations. There is none other God but Him, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.

A beloved and honored missive from his honor Samandar, upon
him be the Glory of God, was sent to his honor Ism-i-Jud,
upon him be the Glory of God, and he forwarded it to the
Most Holy Court. All of it was presented, and answers to
some passages descended from the heaven of grace, but will be
sent at a later time. The Command is in His hands - He doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He desireth, and He is the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. In truth, they have not fallen short
in serving the Cause. God willing, may they be confirmed in
all conditions. Their mention has been and continues to be
made in the Most Holy Court. God willing, they shall attain
the answer to the aforementioned missive. Blessed be he and
his honor Nabil Ibn Nabil. This servant has always wished to
be occupied with the praise and glorification of the friends of
God, but finds no time and opportunity is lacking.

In every post, observe how correspondence and missives arrive
from most directions. Many times this servant has felt utterly
embarrassed due to lack of time. On one hand, occupied with
writing divine verses in His presence, on another hand engaged
in making copies thereof, and beyond that answering corre-
spondence and letters which the friends write to this servant
himself, and beyond these stages, by command some tablets
are also sent in this evanescent one’s handwriting. In all con-
ditions I beseech confirmation from God, exalted be His glory,
and seek enablement that whatever days remain may be spent
in commanded services. Verily He is the Lord of enablement,
there is no God but He, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

His honor, the esteemed Sarvar, his honor K.D., upon him be
966 [Baha'u’llah], has written a letter to this evanescent one
and likewise sent a petition to the Most Holy Court. It was
presented before the Throne. The Sun of favor rose and shone
from the horizon of grace and the Tongue of Grandeur spoke
this blessed word, His word exalted be His majesty:

In My Name, the Dawning from the Horizon of the World

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! Thy call
hath attained the hearing of the Lord of Names. God willing,
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through divine grace thou shalt in all nights and days be en-
gaged in the remembrance of God and arise to serve the Cause.
This wondrous Day is attributed to Him. Behold what the All-
Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an: “The Kingdom on that
day shall be God’s.” Verily the Balance walketh and saith:
“I am the All-Knowing Discerner,” and the Path proclaimeth:
“His Straight Path hath appeared,” and the Self-Subsisting
calleth out with the most exalted call: “The Promised One
hath come and people have arisen for the Lord of the worlds.”
Blessed is he who hath recognized and heard and turned and
found the fragrance of the All-Merciful’s utterance when He
came with manifest sovereignty. Remember My loved ones on
My behalf and give them the glad tidings of My mention and
My mercy and My favor and convey to them My glorious and
wondrous greetings. Say: In all books before and after, this
Day hath been named the Day of God, yet the manifestations
of idle fancies and daysprings of vain imaginings are heedless
and veiled therefrom, and like earthworms are cast down and
occupied in the clay of ignorance. God willing, may the people
of Baha appear with such an adorning as befitteth this mighty
Cause. Thus have We mentioned thee before and at this time
and We shall mention thee hereafter with a tablet from which
shineth the sun of thy Lord’s tender mercy, the Kind, the Gen-
erous. End.

This evanescent servant too shall, God willing, submit an an-
swer to their letter.

And this is what was revealed from the Dawning Place of verses
for him who was named Muhammad-Javad on the Day of the
Call, His word exalted be His grandeur:

35 He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great

; This is the Day whereon all atoms cry out: “The Kingdom be-

longeth to the Revealer of verses,” while the Spirit proclaimeth
from the Divine Throne: “Greatness belongeth to God, the
Lord of lords.” Blessed art thou and those whose heads are
adorned with the crowns of their Lord’s favor, the Lord of Re-
turn. Days and nights shall pass away, but there shall endure
for thee that which hath been sent down from this Pen, be-
fore which all pens bow down when it moveth. Rejoice thou
in My remembrance of thee, for it cannot be equaled by the
treasuries of kings nor by the wealth of merchants. We counsel
thee and them that have believed in that whereby the Cause of
God, the Cleaver of Dawn, may be exalted. We make mention
of My handmaidens who have circled round the will of their
Lord, the Lord of Necks. And We make mention of thy wife,
from whom We have inhaled the fragrance of steadfastness in
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this Cause - the Cause at whose appearance covenants were
breached and standards reversed. Blessed is she, and again
blessed is she. We testify that she hath attained unto that
which most of the servants have been debarred from.

O Ahmad! The One, the Single, remembereth thee as He
walketh upon the most exalted station. Say: O concourse of
the dead! Arise, then hearken unto that which the Speaker
of the Mount uttereth on the Sinai of Revelation through this
Name, at which the Evil One hath lamented and the moun-
tains have crumbled. Let not the affairs of the world grieve
thee. Turn thy face toward the All-Bountiful and say: Ordain
for me that which profiteth me, O Thou in Whose grasp are
the reins of all created things. Thou art He Who directeth the
world with the finger of Thy will, and Who holdeth the bri-
dle of governance with Thy other finger. Verily Thou art the
Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Giving. The glory be upon
thee and upon thy father and mother, and upon those who are
with you among the loved ones of God, the Lord of creation.

Wondrous and sublime verses have been revealed from the Di-
vine Tongue for all the friends in that land. The river of mercy
floweth. This drop is not capable of enumerating. Would that
the people of the world might know! Would that they might
hear! Would that they might be fair!

And at the end of the utterances of the King of Names and
Attributes, these exalted words were revealed especially for
Jinab-i-Fayd’u’llah, upon him be the Glory of God. His word,
exalted be His grandeur:

In My Name, the Manifest, the All-Knowing

O Fayd’u’llah! The Tongue of Grace declareth: The cloud of
mercy is raised up and the rains of generosity pour forth from
the clouds of bounty. Blessed is the state of one who is not de-
prived today of the outpouring of the True Bestower of Grace.
God willing, may hearts become connected to the divine ocean
of joy so that they may be freed and liberated from the trou-
bles and sorrows of the world. Thou hast drunk from the cup
of the All-Merciful’s utterance time and again. God willing,
mayest thou be aided to preserve this most exalted station.
That which is incumbent upon all today is that they expend
the utmost effort and endeavor in attaining the good-pleasure
of God, that they may achieve this greatest bounty and mighty
gift. And this station cannot be attained except through com-
plete effacement in the will and desire of God. God willing,
may all be successful in submission and contentment, and be
thankful for what God hath commanded. Convey greetings
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from the Wronged One to the friends of that land. How excel-
lent is the state of one who hath attained to His mention and
hath arisen to serve Him. The command is in His hand - He
giveth and withholdeth, and He is the Almighty, the Powerful.

2 Concerning your mention that you had sent detailed missives

containing exhortations and counsels to the friends of God in
the land of Kha - this was submitted to the Most Holy Court.
Thus did the tongue of the All-Merciful speak forth in the
Kingdom of Utterance - exalted be His majesty: “Well is it
that he has acted. God willing, they should at all times be
bearers of glad tidings from the presence of the Truth. The
people of the earth need educators and likewise expounders,
that all may, in this spiritual morn, partake of the wine of
divine love and attain unto that which God has desired for
them. Blessed are the people of Kha, who have cast away
vain desire and held fast unto the Lord of all mankind. We
give them the glad tidings of God’s grace and mercy, and draw
them nigh unto a station that hath been recorded by the Pen of
God. Convey My greetings unto their faces and remind them
of My days that were promised in the Tablets. Their mention
hath flowed from My Most Exalted Pen - to this testifies the
Mother Book, which speaketh in the Most Great Prison amidst
the nations that which shall assist them in a Cause that hath
been inscribed in the Book. God willing, may all attain to
divine bounties.”

And concerning what you wrote about that known person, it
was submitted, whereupon He said: “We have protected him
and his brother on numerous occasions. Thy Lord is verily the
All-Bountiful, the Protector, the Generous. We have ordained
for them the good of this world and the next. He is verily the
Almighty, the Powerful. God willing, may they attain on this
divine Day to that which shall deliver them from the troubles
of the world. Beseech God - glorified be His majesty - that
they may be aided to preserve that which hath been bestowed
upon them. Verily thy Lord speaketh the truth, and He is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. There shall appear from
them that whereby their mention shall endure throughout the
kingdom of earth and heaven. This beseemeth today those
who have turned unto the One, the All-Wise. The glory be
upon him and upon those with him who have turned unto My
luminous horizon.” This evanescent servant beseecheth God -
glorified be His majesty - to aid His loved ones in that which
befitteth His divine Day.
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Another submission: Concerning what you wrote specifically
about those souls gathered in the house of Karbala’i ‘Abdu’l-
Baqi - upon him be the glory of God - wondrous and exalted
verses have been revealed from the heaven of divine Will. God
willing, may all attain unto them.

However, at the end of the letter you had mentioned Aqa
Muhammad-‘Ali - upon him be the glory of God - from the
land of Sh. After submission to the Most Holy Court, the Sun
of Utterance shone forth in the form of these sublime words -
exalted and glorified be His utterance

He is the Mafest and the Hidden

Verily We make mention of him who hath desired to make men-
tion of his Lord, and We bid him to that which beseemeth the
days of God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling. In the
night seasons the scratching of My Most Exalted Pen is raised
up, and in the daytime the tongue of My grandeur doth speak:
“There is none other God but Me, the Truth, the Knower of
things unseen.” Every hour beareth witness to My remem-
brance, and every moment declareth that the Call hath not
ceased from the direction of the Lord of Names. At times He
maketh mention through His Pen, at times through His tongue,
and at times through His heart, sanctified from all that was
and shall be. Rejoice, O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali, in My re-
membrance of thee, My loving-kindness towards thee, and My
turning unto thee from My praiseworthy station. From this
station We send Our greetings unto the faces of My loved ones
in thy land, that they may rejoice in these greetings through
which the fragrance of God’s loving-kindness hath been wafted
in the seen and unseen realms. The glory shining forth from
the horizon of eternity be upon them from God, the Lord of
existence.

This servant’s humble petition at the end of this letter is that
you convey the greetings of this lowly and submissive servant to
all the friends of that land and to those masters who have drunk
from the Kawthar of the utterance of the All-Merciful and who
are gazing toward the Most Exalted Horizon. God willing,
may all be blessed with the outpourings of His Grace, the All-
Bountiful, and remain steadfast in His service. The Glory be
upon you and upon them and upon those who have testified
to that which God, the Lord of the worlds, hath testified.

The servant 22 Muharram 1299
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To: Aqa Muhammad Hasan, Ayn Ta (Yazd)

Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

In the month of Muharram of the year 99 99 L V:.s'- a1

O Muhammad-Hasan-i-‘Attar, may the Glory of God rest upon
him. Consider thou this.

In the Name of our Most Great, Most Holy, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

All praise, sanctified beyond mention, allusion, word and mean-
ing, befitteth the most holy and most exalted court of the
Beloved One Who, through a single effulgence shed from the
Sun of His firm utterance, illumined the horizons and caused
every faltering tongue to speak with surpassing eloquence. He
it is through Whose will the education of the world hath ever
been sustained, and by Whose decree the quickening of nations
hath been and shall forever be accomplished. All the atoms of
the universe are moved to exultation and joy by the fragrance
of His manifestation. Blessed is the servant whom neither the
doubts of the veiled ones prevented from his goal, nor the in-
timations of the followers of the Bayan kept back from the
Beloved of the worlds. A handful of dust, unworthy of mention,
have laid claim to existence, and souls who know neither be-
ginning nor end have, through their pretensions to knowledge,
become the cause of misguidance. We beseech God, exalted be
His glory, to sanctify and detach the people of Baha from all
else but Him, that the Pharaohs of the world and the tyrants
among the nations may find themselves agitated and unsettled
before their steadfastness. The Pharaohs and tyrants referred
to here signify, in one sense, the people of the Bayan, who
through their vain imaginings have deprived themselves of the
manifest Sovereign and the Lord, the Self-Subsisting. I swear
by the Sun of the horizon of divine favor that such wickedness
and heedlessness as shown by these souls hath never been wit-
nessed. We pray God to confirm all in turning unto Him and
in steadfastness in His Cause. Verily, He is the Protector of all
who are in the heavens and on earth. Praise be to God, the
Lord of all worlds.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thou seest Thy loved ones
beneath the talons of Thy enemies, and Thy chosen ones in the
grasp of the transgressors among Thy creatures. O Lord! Do
Thou protect them through the hosts of the unseen, whereby
Thou didst protect Thy Prophets, Thy Messengers and Thy
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Chosen Ones. O Lord! Illumine their faces with the light of
Thy countenance and their hearts with the effulgences of the
suns of Thy knowledge. O Lord! They are Thy servants and
Thy creation who have turned unto Thee and have voiced Thy
praise on a Day whereon all have turned away from Thy beauty.
O Lord! Aid them to be steadfast in Thy Cause and draw them
ever closer unto Thee in all conditions. This servant knoweth
with certain and perfect certitude that there is no blessing
in the kingdom more excellent than nearness unto Thee, and
no gift greater than Thy good-pleasure. I beseech Thee to
illumine our faces from the Sun of Thy grace and to ordain for
us through Thy Pen of Decree that which beseemeth Thy glory
and majesty. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty,
the All-Knowing.

i And further: thy letter was received, and from it wafted the

sweet savors of certitude. Praise be to God that they are speak-
ing His praise and are the recipients of His grace, for were it
not for His prevenient grace, who would be capable of turning
unto Him and recognizing Him? His is the praise that tran-
scendeth the praise of the sincere ones and the pens of all that
was and shall be. After perusal, it ascended and attained the
presence of the Lord of the seen and the unseen. Then, after
permission was granted, thy letter was presented, and this is
what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke in reply, exalted be His

glory:
He is the All-Mentioning, the All-Knowing

O Hasan! Thou hast witnessed the effulgence of the light of My
countenance and attained unto the outpourings of the ocean of
Mine utterance. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this manifest
We have remembered thee and revealed for thee that
which solaceth the eyes of them that are nigh. Say: Glory
be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all
who are in the heavens and the earth! I beseech Thee by the
light of Thy countenance, whereby the horizon of the heaven
of meanings and utterance was illumined, and by the fire of
Thy Tree, whereby all in creation were set aflame, to aid me
in serving Thee in this Day which hath been mentioned in
Thy Books and whereof Thou didst give glad-tidings unto all
through the tongue of Thy Messengers. O my Lord! Thou
art He at Whose call all things have called out, and by Whose
Word all in the kingdom of creation were attracted. I beseech
Thee by the sovereignty of Thy names and by the treasuries of
Thy knowledge, O Creator of the heaven, to assist Thy servants
in celebrating Thy remembrance and praise, and in standing
firm in this Cause whereby the hearts of those who denied Thee
and Thy signs were thrown into turmoil. O my Lord! Every

favor.
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tongue hath testified to Thy grace and mercy, and every voice
to Thy generosity and favors. There is none other God but
Thee, the Bestower, the Bountiful.

Praise be to God! That honored one hath, through the grace
of God, exalted be His glory, attained. He hath drunk from
the Kawthar of reunion and partaken of the ocean of meeting.
We beseech the Source of bounty and the Dawning-Place of
generosity to ordain from the Most Exalted Pen, for all the
friends, the reward of attainment and meeting. Verily, He is
the One with power over whatsoever He willeth, and He is the
Kind, the Bountiful.

And concerning what was written about Aqa Abu’l-Qasim,
upon him be the Glory of God, it was presented before the
Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence. A wondrous and sub-
lime Tablet was specifically revealed for him and sent in the
handwriting of this servant. God willing, may he drink from
the oceans of inner meanings concealed within the divine words
and hear with delight and satisfaction from the true Holy Spirit.
For He hath said that among the distinctive features of this
Most Great Revelation is that whenever any soul attaineth
unto a word of the divine words, or a tablet from the tablets,
or any of the bounties, the Holy Spirit proclaimeth in the high-
est voice in the Kingdom of the Unseen “May it be pleasant
and wholesome!” Blessed is the soul that hath attained, the
eye that hath seen, and the ear that hath heard. His word,
exalted be His grandeur:

In My Name, the One Who Warbleth upon the Branches

This is a Day wherein everyone who has advanced has attained
the Most Exalted Horizon, and every person of insight has pro-
claimed: “The Kingdom belongs to God, the Lord of Lords!”
The Supreme Pen makes mention of the friends of the Lord of
Names, saying: Today the attraction of the verses has seized
all atoms. Today Mount Sinai circles round the Manifestation,
and Batha proclaims “The Truth has appeared!” The House is
enraptured and joyous at the appearance of its Lord. Blessed
is the soul whom the cawing of the crows has not prevented
from the true elixir. I swear by the Sovereign of the Word that
if all the world were to catch a fragrance from this Garment,
all would turn their faces toward the Friend. Say: O friends of
Truth, be not saddened by the taunts of the wayward and the
denials of the deniers, for these matters have ever been and
will continue to be proofs of the truth of the Truth, exalted be
His glory. If you hear an unseemly word from some ignorant,
heedless person, it matters not, for he and all that pertains
to him will soon return to nothingness, while you today drink
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from the Kawthar of the utterance of the All-Merciful and hear
the words “you are of Me.”

At this moment, one of the near-stationed angels who was cir-
cling round made supplication: “O my God, my Lord, my Goal,
my Beloved, and the Beloved of all who are in the heavens and
the earth! I beseech the ocean of Thy generosity and the sun
of Thy grace that I might hear a hundred thousand curses and
reproaches and imprecations in Thy love, and that this ear
might but once be blessed with hearing the most sweet words
‘Verily thou art of the people of Baha.”” At this moment, upon
hearing these wondrous and sublime words, the servant who
was present before His face engaged in writing down the verses
was observed to become ignited like a globe of fire. Blessed are
they who are set ablaze by the Word of God, and woe to the
heedless!

Ask of God, exalted be His glory, to make thee steadfast and
grant thee a portion of the sweetness of His utterance. How
many powerful souls were seen to be weak at the time of the rev-
elation of the Word, and how many learned ones were counted
among the ignorant at the time of His manifestation. Today,
every light thing soars in spiritual atmospheres through the
name of God and His favor, while every heavy thing lies fallen
and cast out upon the earth of self and desire. Beseech ye
God to save all through His mighty arm and draw them to the
Most Exalted Horizon. Verily, He is the Helper, the Succourer.
Praise be unto Him Who praises and speaks in this moment.

At the end of this Tablet, this Wronged One conveys greetings
to the friends of that land and says: Verses, remembrances and
words are being sent down like copious rain without cessation
from the heaven of the All-Merciful’s loving-kindness. Has such
a bounty ever appeared in any age? Has any pen or tongue
ever announced such a matter? Nay, by My life! Therefore,
those who drink the choice wine of utterance must manifest
themselves with such spirit and joy that all contingent beings
may perceive their fragrance. In this Revelation, matters have
appeared such that no fair-minded person has any cause for
hesitation. But God guides whom He willeth to His straight
path. Verily, He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

But, O My loved one, where is to be found an ear that is meet
to hearken unto the utterance of Truth? By the life of the
Beloved of existence! Were the servants to discover but this
single Tablet, revealed from the heaven of the All-Merciful’s
utterance in the name of the honored Abu’l-Qasim, and were
they to attain unto its meanings, they would all be guided
unto the supreme purpose, and would reach the ultimate end

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Lelils oy 0l 280 el & &b
Ll ! éﬁ f"u\ "‘\4{)

J&Kmlﬁ»‘aﬁ%)\&bgyd\);
5 G s ML sg e el A
3Ol B opnt s B2 s LS—’}'*“;Z"
§ Bl g g 5 0m 250 025V
5 g 53 o s oAb s e e
2 S Jo fa ol A5 S
e ) e 0 s 53 56 L gl e
A ey il § Sl de anie fanyy
Jb557 fali 12 edslin 3y Jpte U
“ O St sl ) sk 228 Jania

515 Al g 17 b ol 2 A3l Jr G
s D) e 4 22 (55 il &5V
odalie Caan 4 S o o & 45
3 sk e 5o & Ue 3l ae 4m 4 i
ol Sa) i AR O Gale
s dless clbale s Sl g e o
S afe s 0aldl g 5 ks 02)) 5 L
wz ol o8 Ll 8 AWIAg
b A el o1 b &) weS e il

Gl s 3 glay 5 42
25515 o2l O Oy el - Ao
#4lie U 5 K31 U e iy Kl e
oy be ele Sl g e e Jbls L2
eﬁﬁ&é@&@ﬂ@)swdjb
0358 Sl ol g G 5 B s U
5 oo Ok G O AL ) ety Y
Ol Jal T O e 8 wip2 ol dle
syl & AL ol sk o e kb
S 9 6343 deliahw\ WL\a@h
gl bl 1T o i 4 oSy

& Al il b gl
3 0k W8 KA e ) S
K22 518 sy ont Ol b 02
o O sle Sl ldly) Ol ol § e
7B OV Gkt 5 by sle 1y g5 e 0l J3U
SE clay el oy dol sy K s

61

15

16



19

21

Vol. 66: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part I

BH00186

for which they were created. Yet the causes of heedlessness
have brought about heedlessness, and have sealed the eyes of
true vision.

This servant is lost in a sea of wonder, pondering what hath
befallen, that some among men should remain deprived of the
breaths of Revelation which, in this day, encompass the world,
and should be shut out from the splendors of the Sun of proof
and evidence. They have beheld the operation of God, and
they behold His power. They have witnessed, plain and man-
ifest, that which the Book, by explicit and clear text, hath
proclaimed unto all; and yet, notwithstanding this, they have
dedicated their ears unto the croaking cry, and have deprived
themselves of hearkening unto the divine utterance.

Stranger than all is this: that these self-same people of the
world who ascribe themselves to the Bayan have remained
bereft of its Sovereign, its Revealer, and its Beloved. They
are seen, in very truth, even as those souls who call them-
selves Shi’ih. These Shi’ih—God preserve us from their guile,
their heedlessness, and their error!—through successive and
continuous ages, fashioned out of their own fancies and vain
imaginings certain traditions, and bowed down before them in
worship and devotion, until the Hand of divine power rent the
veil asunder and made manifest that which lay hidden in their
hearts. Whereupon, as hath been witnessed, they hanged that
Essence of existence, and, with bullets of hatred, martyred Him
by the decree of divines who were among the pillars and chief
ones of the Shi’ih. Upon the oppressors be the curse of God!
These deluded souls tread this same path, and lead the poor
people unto an idol.

I beseech Thee, O my God and the God of all who are in earth
and heaven, to protect Thy servants from the defilement of
those who have turned away from Thy sweetest call, denied
Thy most great signs, and cast behind them Thy Covenant
and Testament in the kingdom of creation. O Lord! Aid Thy
servants to be fair-minded and to acknowledge that which their
eyes have seen and their ears have heard in Thy days, O Thou
in Whose grasp is the dominion of all peoples! Thou art, verily,
the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

And as for what you wrote concerning Aqa Shaykh Muhammad
of the people of Manshad, upon him be the Glory of God,
mention of him was made in the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence. This blessed Tablet was revealed especially for him.
He speaks, exalted be His grandeur:

In My Name, the Most Ancient, the Most Great
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2 Verily We make mention from Our Most Exalted Pen of him

who hath been named Muhammad in the kingdom of creation,
and We have mentioned him before as a token of Our grace, for
verily We are the All-Knowing Rememberer. Blessed is he who
hath attained unto My days, turned towards My countenance,
and uttered My beautiful praise. Today, every possessor of
vision hath won this most great bounty, and every possessor
of hearing hath won the hearkening unto his Lord’s call, the
Expositor, the All-Wise. Happy the lands from which the fra-
grance of the Robe hath been wafted, and the city o’er which
have passed the breezes of the dawn of My glorious and won-
drous Day. Happy the soul that hath taken the chalice of
immortality in My Most Glorious Name and drunk therefrom
through My mention, the Mighty, the Gracious.

We have aforetime enjoined upon the friends of God and His
servants that wisdom whereby We have taken the covenant
from those who have turned unto God, the One, the All-
Informed. Blessed art thou, O Muhammad, inasmuch as thou
hast shattered the idols of vain imaginings through the name
of thy Lord, the Possessor of mankind, and drunk from the
ocean of certitude. We have made mention of thee in such
wise as nothing on earth can equal. He Who speaketh these
words beareth witness: There is none other God but Me, the
Numberer, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

We counsel thee to observe wisdom lest there occur that which
God abhorreth and the clamor of them that have denied the
Day of Judgment be raised. Hold thou fast unto the cord of
wisdom in all circumstances. Verily He witnesseth and seeth,
and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Beware lest the af-
fairs of men grieve thee. Behold and then call to mind what
befell God’s Messengers and His chosen ones when He sent
them with manifest sovereignty. Among the people were those
who turned away from them and opposed them, and those who
pronounced sentence for the shedding of their blood. Thus did
their desires command them without any clear proof from God,
the Lord of all worlds. We summoned them to the supreme
horizon, yet they confined Us in this mighty fortress. We de-
sired for them the good of the hereafter and of this world, yet
they abandoned Us in this remote prison. We opened unto
them the gates of blessings, yet they prevented Us from the
bounty which God created through My Name, the Bestower,
the Invincible.

5 And We make mention of My loved ones in that place, and

We send Our greetings unto them, and We counsel them to
manifest supreme steadfastness and that which beseemeth this
Day whereof God gave glad-tidings through the tongues of the
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Messengers. The glory be upon thee and upon those who have
laid hold on the hem of wisdom and upon those who have
turned unto the Most Great Ocean on this momentous Day.

26 Praise be to God! The Sun of bounty hath dawned from the

horizon of the heaven of divine favor. Blessed are they who
have on this day attained unto but a single letter, how much
more a word and a tablet. The entirety of the world cannot
equal a single word. How excellent is the state of the soul
who hath today attained unto this most great bounty and this
most exalted and noble station. However, according to divine
command, all must hold fast to the cord of wisdom. There-
fore, if outwardly the friends of God were to openly engage in
teaching, this would surely cause uproar and clamor among the
heedless divines, and likewise cause disturbance in the hearts
of certain friends who are mentioned before God. Before the
martyrdom of Badi’, these matters were in effect, and after-
ward the decree of wisdom was revealed with utmost clarity
from the heaven of God’s command. Blessed are they who
raise its standards and preserve its reins. Repeatedly was this
blessed word heard from the Tongue of Unity, exalted be His
grandeur: “O friends! Today drink ye the living waters in the
name of the Beloved of all creation, in defiance of the followers
of all religions—a draught whereof the ungodly, the wayward,
the deniers and the heedless shall not find a trace upon their
lips. In receptive, fertile, and capable lands, deposit and cast
the Word of God. From barren earth nothing groweth and
nothing springeth forth.” In all conditions, they must act ac-
cording to that which God hath willed. In truth, service to the
Cause hath been and shall ever be teaching, but with wisdom.
All good is for those souls who have today arisen to serve the
Cause. It is hoped that the true friends will not deprive them-
selves and will receive from the Dayspring of abundant grace
that which shall endure throughout the kingdom of earth and
heaven.

As to what was written concerning Aqa Siyyid Muhammad,
upon him be the glory of God, who was the writer of the letter—
praise be to God, he hath been and is remembered in the men-
tion of God, exalted be His glory, both before and after. This
servant conveyeth infinite greetings to him. Mention of him
and Aga Muhammad-Husayn, and the plea for their forgive-
ness, was submitted at the Most Holy Court. By the life of the
Beloved! Thereupon did the ocean of forgiveness surge, and
they attained unto that which they desired from the depths of
the bounty of their Lord, the Mighty, the Generous.
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As to what you wrote concerning Mulla Ali-Akbar, upon him
be the Glory of God, a most sublime and holy Tablet hath
been revealed for him from the heaven of divine knowledge
and hath been dispatched. God willing, may he drink from
its oceans of inner meanings and attain unto that which God
hath willed. Though he is already aflame with the fire of love
and attracted by the light of His countenance - blessed and
happy is he! This servant conveyeth his greetings to him and
beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to aid him in serving His
Cause. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Likewise, specifically for Mulla Hasan, upon him be the Glory
of God, a wondrous Tablet hath been revealed from the heaven
of bounty. By the life of the Beloved! Every letter of these
Tablets is, in the sight of God, superior to all that is visible
and invisible. God willing, may those possessed of insight who
gaze toward the Most Great Horizon drink from the chalices of
divine utterances the living waters and occupy themselves in
the gathering of contingent beings with wisdom and utterance
in remembrance of the peerless Friend. Convey on behalf of
this evanescent servant greetings unto him. God willing, may
he shine forth like a brilliant star from the horizon of the heaven
of meanings. His petition was presented at the Most Holy
Court at the appointed time. The Sun of favor hath dawned
and shone forth from the horizon of grace, and the Tongue of
Grandeur hath spoken that which the tongues of all on earth
are powerless to recount. From the most sublime and holy
Tablet the degrees of favor are evident and clear. Blessed is
he! The servant beareth witness that he hath attained unto
a Tablet before which all previous tablets have bowed down.
Within His grasp is the Kingdom of grace - He giveth and
withholdeth, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

And as to what thou didst mention concerning Ali, upon him
be the Glory of God - after it was presented before the Most Ex-
alted Horizon, this most sublime and holy Tablet was revealed
from the presence of the all-pervading Will. God willing, may
he attain unto it and drink from the Kawthar of steadfastness.
His words, exalted be His glory:

In My Name, the Witness, the All-Hearing

O Alil We have desired to make mention of thee and those
who have believed, on a day which was recorded in the Books
of God, the Lord of the worlds. This is a day wherein the atoms
cry out: “The Revealer of verses hath come, and sovereignty
belongeth unto God, the Goal of them that know!” God had
taken the covenant of this Day from all who are in the heavens
and on earth, yet when He appeared with the truth, the people
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turned away save those who shattered the idols of vain desire
through the Name of the Lord of all being and turned with
radiant faces toward the Most Exalted Horizon. How many a
learned one hath lamented in separation, yet when the ocean of
reunion surged, turned away and showed pride before God, the
Beloved of the sincere ones. Say: By God! The Hidden One
hath appeared and hath spoken that whereby the Concourse
on High and the dwellers of the Most Exalted Paradise have
been attracted. Blessed is he who hath recognized and found
the fragrance of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O Ali! The river of thy Lord’s mercy hath flowed from My
Most Exalted Pen. Take thou, in My Name, and drink there-
from through My binding and wise command. We give thee
glad tidings, and to those who have believed in that place, of a
bounty from Our presence and a favor from Our court. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. We counsel
you with that which hath been sent down in the Book from the
presence of One mighty and powerful. Beware lest the condi-
tions of the Pharaohs frighten you, or the doubts of the tyrants
sadden you - they who have adorned their heads with turbans
yet have disbelieved in God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.
They attained the heights of glory in this vain life through My
Name, but when I manifested My Self, they pronounced judg-
ment against it with evident tyranny. O loved ones of the All-
Merciful in all lands! The Wronged One counseleth you from
the precincts of the prison to be steadfast in this Cause, whose
greatness hath been attested by the tongues of the dwellers of
the Most Exalted Paradise, and whose sovereignty hath been
witnessed by every truthful, just and discerning one. Hold
fast unto it in the name of your Lord, the Possessor of Names,
and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Creator of the heavens, for
having made known unto us the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause,
the Source of Thy Revelation, and the Dayspring of Thy Most
Exalted Word, at whose appearance the dove cooed upon the
branches.” This is the Day which God foretold aforetime -
the Day whereon mankind shall stand before the Lord of the
worlds. Thus hath the gate of inner meanings been unlocked
by the key of utterance, when the All-Merciful was walking in
the most exalted station and calling all to His straight path.

God willing, may all the friends in those regions drink from
the Kawthar of divine favor, fix their gaze with utmost stead-
fastness upon the Most Exalted Horizon, and attain unto that
which is pleasing unto God, glorified be His majesty. This hath
been and shall ever be among the most mighty matters in the
sight of God. Today is the day of mention, praise, steadfast-
ness and service. Blessed are they who have attained unto that
which is befitting.
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His honor Aga Muhammad Isma’il of the people of Ya
presented a petition to the Most Holy Court, which arrived
through his honor Haji ‘Abdu’r-Rahim, upon him be the
glory of God, His mercy and His favor. Several names were
mentioned therein. A Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was
revealed for each one, and as commanded, this servant wrote
and sent them - deliver them unto them. As for what you
wrote concerning the blessed location, this matter is, according
to His command, with his honor Afnan, upon him be all the
most glorious glory. Let whatever he deemeth advisable be
carried out. Each of the persons whose names were in your
letter have attained unto their purpose and all have been
honored with a divine Tablet. God willing, may they attain
unto the presence of the Tablets and discover therefrom the
heavenly blessing, and through the Name of the One True
Intended One, may they be blessed with this most great
bounty. The glory of God be upon his honor, the Afnan of the
Divine Lote-Tree, and upon thee, and upon those who have
hastened with their hearts unto the Most Great Ocean and
have drunk therefrom in the name of our Lord, our Beloved,
our Goal and the Goal of all who are in the heavens and the
earth.

Again it is mentioned that at the end of your letter was mention
of the scribe, upon him be the glory of God. The extent of his
mention and sincerity was presented in the Most Holy, Most
Exalted, Most Glorious, Most High Court, and these pearls
have appeared from the ocean of divine knowledge. Blessed is
he and those who have attained unto the mention of our Most
Holy, Most Great, Most Glorious Lord. His word, exalted be
His majesty: He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing, the
All-Knowing.

7 This is a Book which the All-Bestowing hath sent down from

the heaven of grace unto him who hath turned unto Him and
voiced His praise on a day whereon every heedless doubter
turned away. Thou didst desire a drop from the clouds of
the heaven of thy Lord’s bountiful mercy; thereby did the
ocean of bounty surge, and the Countenance of the Ancient
of Days turned toward thee from this glorious horizon. Give
thanks unto God for this Most Great Remembrance. Verily
He draweth thee nigh and guideth thee unto a station that
shall gladden the eyes of them that are brought near. The
clouds of munificence have rained down their bounties, and
the Sun of generosity speaketh before all peoples: “The Truth
is come, and sovereignty belongeth unto God, the One, the
All-Knowing.” Grieve thou not over anything. Rather, rejoice
thou in My remembrance of thee, and say: “Praise be unto
Thee, O Thou Who hast remembered me in the Most Great
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Prison, and glory be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is
held the reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth.”

These blessed verses, which are in truth greater than the heav-
ens and the earth, were revealed specially for his honor Javan-
mard, upon him be the glory of God. God willing, may he
attain unto them and drink from the ocean of His bounty.

3l pliel adh3 § Sl ol o

e sl Ol o L s Lol

250 s 56 ol Al Jib A T
gy uﬁuﬁtﬁ

BLIB_ Or15732.082

BHO00404

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Yazd
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath adorned the leaves of the Lote-
Tree beyond which there is no passing with mysteries known
to none save His exalted Self. When the Hidden Mystery de-
sired to reveal Himself in the kingdom of creation, He shone
forth through one of the Names, whereupon the denizens of
the highest Paradise and those who dwell in the most exalted
Garden were drawn unto Him. Glorified be the Creator of the
heavens and the Originator of all things, Who hath caused
to proceed from the Pen that which hath illumined the world.
Blessed is he who hath sought the One Who is sought, and
the seeker who hath sought the Desired One, and the learned
who hath desired the Known One, and the mystic who hath
turned toward the Recognized One. Woe unto every learned
one whom knowledge hath withheld from the Sovereign, the
Self-Subsisting, and every mystic whom vain imaginings have
veiled from the Hidden Name. By the life of God! Those who

pride themselves on their knowledge in the days of God and oc- uz_.J\ 3 by 646\ <K (w-\ Sy

cupy themselves therewith without His leave are indeed among
the worshippers of names, as recorded in the Crimson Book. To
this beareth witness the Mother Book, which speaketh in the
Prison that there is none other God but He.

Glory be to Thee, O Beloved of all creation! I beseech Thee
by the leaves of the Tree of Thy knowledge, and the fruits
of the Tree of Thine utterance, and the cooing of the doves
of Thy remembrance in Thy lands, and the warbling of the
nightingales of Thy love in Thy dominion, to assist Thy loved
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ones to stand firm in Thy Cause, to hold fast to the cord of
Thy bounty, and to cling to the hem of Thy grace in such wise
that the oppression of the aggressive ones in Thy days shall
not deter them, nor shall the doings of the wrongdoers prevent
them from turning toward Thy horizon. O Lord!
their hearts with the lights of Thy knowledge, then give them
to drink from the Kawthar of Thy love that they may recognize
what Thou hast ordained for them from the Pen of Thy decree.
O Lord! Unveil unto them what hath been hidden from them
through Thy grace and favor, for verily, O my God, my Lord
and my Support, were they to become aware of what Thou
hast ordained for those of Thy servants who are nigh unto
Thee, they would cast away the world and all that is therein,
turning with their faces, their eyes and their hearts unto Thee.
O Lord! Make known unto them their stations and aid them to
preserve them through Thy Name, Thy sovereignty, Thy might
and Thy power. There is none other God but Thee, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed, the Bestower, the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

INlumine

To continue: as thy letter was enkindled with the fire of divine
love, it added to its flame. God willing, may thy heart and the
hearts of the loved ones of God ever be aflame with this fire
which precedeth light itself and hath precedence over it. Were
the pens of all who possess the power of composition to be
engaged from the beginning that hath no beginning unto the
end that hath no end in elaborating this theme, they would
assuredly fail to pay befitting tribute to its praise. A single
gleam of that fire shone forth upon the Mount, whereupon was
witnessed what was witnessed and was heard what was heard.
Exalted be He Who created it and caused it to appear and to
speak. After this servant had perceived its heat and hearkened
unto its sighing, I turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon
and presented myself before His Face. Then did the Tongue
of Grandeur speak that which the denizens of the kingdom of
creation are powerless to mention or comprehend. At the end
of the revealed verses, these exalted words were sent down from
the heaven of divine Will — exalted be His grandeur:

In the name of the Wronged One, the Prisoner

Fix thy gaze upon this hallowed, exalted,
blessed and perfect Word, which is as a pearl from the ocean
of knowledge of the Best-Beloved of all creation: “Aid ye your
Lord, the All-Possessing, the Most High, through goodly char-
acter and deeds.” O Abu’l-Hasan! Convey the Word of the
Friend to His friends, that perchance they may drink of the
life-giving waters concealed therein. The Supreme Pen hath,
throughout the nights and days, counselled the loved ones
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of God to manifest goodly utterances and praiseworthy, well-
pleasing deeds. If those who claim relationship with God, ex-
alted be His glory, were to act in accordance with that which
hath been enjoined, assuredly would its influence and fragrance
encompass the world and illumine the embodiments of idle fan-
cies and vain imaginings with the lights of certitude. Say: The
intoxication of selfish desire hath withheld men from the Lord
of all being and the Supreme Horizon. All were created for this
Most Great Day, yet they remain veiled from it. Say: Strive
ye, and let not this time slip from your grasp. I swear by the
Divine Ocean of knowledge that these days have neither peer
nor likeness.

In all things hold fast unto wisdom and take firm hold of con-
sultation. God hath manifested Himself in such wise that no
fair-minded soul hath any cause to hesitate. Should anyone
observe with an eye of fairness that which hath streamed forth
in this Revelation from the Supreme Pen in Adrianople, Bagh-
dad and the Most Great Prison, and ponder thereon, he would
proclaim the blessed words “The Truth hath appeared!” All
previous Books bear witness to this Most Holy, Most Exalted
Day, and all the Prophets and Messengers have testified to the
greatness of this Most Great Day. Nevertheless, all remain
heedless save whom God willeth. Reflect upon the followers of
the Bayan. By Him Who hath set all things in motion through
the movement of His Most Exalted Pen, they have no knowl-
edge of the source of their vain imaginings and idle fancies to
which they cling. Say: O ye that are bereft of vision! Con-
sider with fairness and insight the divine verses and heavenly
manifestations, and ponder upon them. Should anyone, de-
tached from all else, gaze upon that which hath been revealed,
he would surely perceive the fragrance of divine revelation and
distinguish it from aught else.

O Abu’l-Hasan! We make mention at this moment of God’s
loved ones and His friends in that land who have quaffed the
choice wine, turning away from the cawing that hath been
raised from the direction of vain imaginings, without any clear
proof or evidence. We give them the glad-tidings of Our man-
ifestation, Our remembrance and Our utterance, even as We
gave them glad-tidings aforetime in the Scriptures and Tablets.
Say: The Wronged One calleth you to the Dayspring of certi-
tude and giveth you to drink of the sealed wine from the hands
of His grace and favors. O My loved ones! Turn not your gaze
toward the world and all that is therein. Ask ye God, the
Lord of all being and the Sovereign of the throne on high and
of earth below, to aid you to act in accordance with that which
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will cause your mention to endure throughout the eternity of
His most excellent names. There is none other God but Him,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. We counsel you with that which
We counselled you before, and We command you to do that
which will draw you nigh unto God, the Lord of all mankind.
Glory be upon you and upon My handmaidens whom the Most
Great Veil hath not kept back from the Lord of Destiny Who
speaketh from the Most Great Prison. The Kingdom is God’s,
the Lord of all Lords.

Blessed art thou, nay, a hundred thousand times blessed art
thou and the friends of God, for ye are drinking the choice wine
from the chalices of the utterance of the All-Merciful. One drop
thereof is more precious in the estimation of the Concourse on
High than the blessings of both worlds. How far are these
minds and souls from comprehending a station the praise of
which hath been uttered by the tongue of the Lord of all names!
The likes of us weak ones are unable to traverse this field save
through the special assistance of God, exalted be His glory.
Verily, He aideth whomsoever He willeth, and He is the All-
Powerful, the Almighty.

Concerning what you wrote about the friends of the land of
Za, it was presented at the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence.
This is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke forth from His
Most Glorious Horizon - glorified be His majesty: “Our gaze
of loving-kindness hath been directed towards the servants and
handmaidens of that land. Blessed are they who, for the sake
of God, show love unto those who are related to Abu-Basir -
he who proclaimed this Most Great Name and offered up his
spirit in the path of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting -
and likewise unto those who are related to Jinab-i-Ashraf, upon
him be the glory of God, who drank what they drank from the
choice wine of steadfastness and certitude in the Cause of the
All-Merciful. These are My loved ones who dwell beneath the
canopies of My grace. Upon them be My glory and the glory
of all who are in the heavens and the earth.” God willing, may
the friends of that land attain unto that which God loveth.

As for what you wrote concerning the garden, it hath been
accepted. However, according to His command, it must remain
in their possession and they should use its proceeds until such
time as the Command is revealed from the presence of the Wise
Ordainer. And if you wish to know about earthly matters, the
Tongue of Grandeur uttereth decisive verses night and day,
and this evanescent servant is occupied with recording them. I
beseech God - exalted be His glory and great be His bounty -
to grant success and aid in this momentous task. Verily, He is
the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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Some time ago, Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad-Sadiq, upon him be
the glory of God, arrived in the Holy Land. He saw, heard,
drank, and attained. He came with the utmost joy and de-
parted with the utmost joy after receiving permission. His
letter arrived from the great city, from whence he intended to
return to his home. I beseech God - exalted be His glory - to il-
lumine that community and the people of that region with the
lights of the Countenance of the Beloved of all creation, that
all may gaze toward the Supreme Horizon and act according
to that which God hath revealed in the Book.

This Persian verse was revealed from the Most Exalted Pen in
previous years. He spoke, and His sweetest utterance is:

O Baha’u’llah, when Thy fire blazed forth It consumed the very
existence of Thy lovers With but one spark cast upon hearts
Thou didst raise a thousand Sinais in breasts

5 The Kawthar of love is concealed in these resplendent words.

Outwardly, the word “fire” is mentioned, but inwardly it is
light upon light. The flame of love is manifest and evident in
the Sadratu’l-Bayan. God willing, hearts and souls shall be
ignited by that fire and illumined by that light. In these days,
and previously, several letters and missives arrived from Aqga
Muhammad Hasan, upon him be the Glory of God, wherein
were mentioned the names of certain devoted, assured and
enkindled souls. For each one, a Most Glorious Tablet was
revealed from the Supreme Horizon - some in the blessed hand-
writing of the Greater Branch (may my spirit, my being, and
my essence be a sacrifice for the dust of His footsteps), and
some written by this servant were sent.

In all conditions, all the friends who have truly partaken of
the Most Pure Wine and are focused on the Greatest Scene
must observe wisdom. The matter of wisdom is mentioned
and accepted before God to such a degree that this year the
Most Great Festival of the Birth was not celebrated. He said:
“We have prohibited this festival to exalt the station of wisdom
and to elevate its rank.” From this comprehensive, decisive
and blessed word, the significance of wisdom becomes clear
and evident. And these holy, sublime, blessed and revealed
Tablets that were specifically revealed and sent for the friends
of that land - if wisdom does not permit, let them remain
with His Holiness Afnan (upon him be all the Most Glorious
Glory). Great effort must be made to preserve the Tablets
and Divine verses. It seems some have been negligent in this
matter, as evidenced by the fact that when some friends were
arrested in certain lands, their writings were discovered before
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they themselves were apprehended. In any case, mention of
the Land of the Prison, as well as the Tablets, must remain
concealed. Complete concealment is what behooveth us, and
He is the Preserver, the Helper, the Mighty, the Great.

7 This servant’s request is that you convey greetings to all the

friends of that land on behalf of this evanescent servant, and
remind them of what has been mentioned, so that all may hold
fast to the firm and strong cord and become detached from all
else but God. These days and nights, these months and years,
these hours and minutes - all have passed and are passing.
God willing, may vision be fixed upon the Greatest Scene and
may all our pillars attain to that which was ordained in the
Book. Glory be upon you and upon those who have found and
recognized the breeze that wafted in the dawn of God’s Day -
our Beloved and your Beloved, our Goal and your Goal, and
the Goal of all who are in the heavens and the earth. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 22 Muharram 1299

Another matter: A letter was received mentioning that a mule
belonging to His Holiness Afnan (upon him be all Glory) was
sold by Jinab-i-Amin (upon him be the Glory of God, His
light and His favors) to Muhammad Bey (upon him be the
Glory of God). A letter from the servant arrived requesting
that the payment be sent. What kind of situation is this?
This payment had no connection to the Holy Threshold that
it should be requested. The property belongs to His Holiness
Afnan and the payment should reach him. Now, since Jinab-i-
Bey does not have the funds available, as commanded, do not
request it and pay it from the Huququ’llah. As commanded,
convey wonderful greetings to your relatives on behalf of God,
exalted be His Glory, and give each the glad tidings of His
special favors. This is from God’s grace upon you and upon
those with you - know this and be among the thankful ones.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ali
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power!

Praise be to God Who sent forth the Messengers, revealed
the Books, made manifest the proof and evidence, and sealed
Messengership and Prophethood with Him Who was named
Muhammad in the Kingdom of Creation, Ahmad in the Con-
course on High, and the All-Praised One in the tabernacle of
grandeur and glory. He is the One through Whom truth was
distinguished from falsechood. There is none other God but
Him, the One, the Single, the Mighty, the Help in Peril.

3 Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which the ships of Thy wisdom sailed upon the ocean
of Thy knowledge, and the spheres of the heaven of Thy de-
cree revolved by the Pen of Thy ordainment, to assist Thy
loved ones and Thy friends even as Thou didst assist those
who are nigh unto Thee among Thy creation and the sincere
ones among Thy creatures. Then inscribe for them that which
shall profit them in every world of Thy worlds. O my Lord!
Thou beholdest them soaring in the atmosphere of Thy near-
ness and sailing upon the sea of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee
not to disappoint them at the door of Thy mercy. Verily, Thou
art the Ordainer, the Giver, the Mighty, the Generous.

To continue: the melodies of the birds of your knowledge upon
the branches of the tree of your certitude in the Cause of God—
our Beloved and your Beloved, our God and your God, our
Goal and your Goal, and the Goal of all who are on earth—
attracted me. When I read and presented it, and after my
supplications were complete, the Tongue of Grace spoke, God
willing, that which God loveth and is pleased with. May they
attain! Praise be to God, they have drunk from the cup of
bounty and have been and are circumambulating around the
will of the Lord of Names. In these days, the tyranny of oppres-
sors is evident from all directions. The standard of Islam lieth
prostrate upon the earth due to the transgressions of the trans-
gressors, and its throne is shattered. All the friends must, at
all times, beseech the Exalted Truth, glorified be His majesty,
for the exaltation of the Cause, that perchance all may attain
to the Cause of God and His religion.

That which you had written was heard. God willing, the waters
of the world shall not prevent you from the Kawthar of God,
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and gold shall not make you heedless of the divine path. We
beseech God, the Lord of the Throne and earth, the Master of
the hereafter and the former times, to assist His loved ones, His
friends, and His chosen ones in that whereby the standards of
guidance may be raised among all creation and the banners of
proof and evidence upon the hills of contingent being. Verily,
He is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth. All things
are captive in His grasp, and this is indeed easy for Him. There
is none other God but Him, the Omnipotent, the Powerful.

Regarding what was written about Haji Muhammad Husayn
and Aga Mirza Mihdi, upon them be the Glory of God, it was
presented. He said that if they wish to remain in the land
of A and S, there is and was no objection. Let them occupy

themselves, trusting in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Verily, He sendeth down from the heaven of grace whatsoever
He willeth, and He is the Commander, the All-Wise. God
willing, may they walk and conduct themselves with perfect
joy and fragrance and with complete wisdom.

The envelopes which were sent have arrived. God willing, may
the Truth, exalted be His glory, assist this evanescent one to
present the response. And regarding what you had written
about Haji ‘Abdu’llah and the land of Kha, that was and is the

expedient course, conforming to and associated with wisdom.

Furthermore, the honored beloved Aqa Siyyid ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
upon him be the Glory of God, has written a letter to this
evanescent one and sent supplications. From some conditions, I
present glorification and greetings to his service, and afterward
his response, along with the response to the supplications, God,
the All-Merciful willing, will be sent. At present there is no
more opportunity than this.

To the spiritual beloved, Aga Muhammad, upon him be the
Glory of God, and other friends and gentlemen, mention of
evanescence and nothingness is presented. God willing, as long
as the horizon of the world is illumined by the Most Great
Luminary, may they pass their days in perfect joy and gladness
and spirit and fragrance, and be occupied with the mention of
the Peerless Friend. 1 testify that you have profited in your
trade and attained the fruits of your existence. The servant
beseeches his Lord to protect you and grant you the good of
this world and the next. There is none other God but Him,
the Omnipotent, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Beautiful. The
Glory, perfumed with the fragrance of the Beloved, be upon
you and upon those with you and upon those who love you in
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God, the Lord of the worlds. And praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.

BHO01981

To: Haji Siyyid Abul-Fadl
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

He is the Remembering, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed

2 O Abu’l-Fadl! Hearken unto what the Wronged One men-
tions to thee from the direction of the Prison, and calls thee
to God, the Single, the All-Informed. This is a Day wherein
none is mentioned save God alone, as testified by the Tongue
of Grandeur in His Mighty Book. Blessed is the soul that
hath not been veiled by the doubts of the divines nor been
prevented by the intimations of those who have disbelieved in
God, the Lord of the worlds. Verily those who have violated
the Covenant of God and His testament have no portion of this
Sea, from whose waves is heard: “There is no God but Him,
the Single, the All-Informed.” Bear thou witness to that which
God hath witnessed, detached from all who are on earth. Thus
doth He Who speaketh at all times teach thee that there is no
God but Him, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Hearken in the Persian tongue: This Day is the Day whose
mention hath been recorded and inscribed in all the divine
Books, and that which is specially reserved for this Most Great
Revelation hath been repeatedly revealed from the Most Ex-
alted Pen in the Crimson Book. Every soul must behold with
his own eyes and none hath any excuse today regarding that
which proceedeth from the Ancient Tongue. The Point of the
Bayan - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake -
declareth: “I have taken an essence in His mention, which is
that He cannot be indicated by any indication, nor by what
hath been revealed in the Bayan.” Were anyone to meditate
on this decisive utterance, he would attain unto a drop from
the ocean of knowledge. By the life of God! All the seas of the
earth together cannot equal that drop, yet most of the people
are heedless.

Say: O people of the earth! He Who was promised in the Books
of God hath come. Cast aside what ye possess and take hold of
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what ye have been commanded by an All-Knowing Ordainer.
Say: He hath no need of mention of the past or future to
prove His Cause, and when He citeth certain expressions of
the past and utterances of the chosen ones in certain instances,
this is a grace from Him, for He is verily the All-Bountiful,
the Generous. None hath ever been acquainted with the root
of this Cause. By the life of God! Whosoever hath claimed
such knowledge is recorded among the liars in the Clear Tablet.
Thou thyself art aware that every matter hath appeared from
this Dawning-Place and unto it doth return. Beseech ye God
- exalted be His glory - to grant the servants sight and bestow
upon them a portion from the ocean of fairness, that all the
peoples of the earth may become aware and bear witness unto
that which God hath ordained. God willing, thou shouldst
summon the people of the contingent world to the horizon of
the All-Merciful with the utmost joy and fragrance, wisdom
and utterance.

Say: Beware, O people of the earth, lest the veils of names
prevent you from the Creator of the heavens. Cast behind you
your vain imaginings, then approach with radiant faces the
Most Exalted Horizon, and be not of the heedless ones.

Say: Know ye the value of this wondrous Day. This is a Day
wherein man is able to acquire that which shall endure through-
out the kingdoms of earth and heaven. We counsel all to stead-
fastness supreme, for the hateful ones and the treacherous lie in
wait. Therefore ask thou God to protect His servants from the
evil of those who have turned away from God, the Almighty,
the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling. Praise be to God, the
Lord of what was and what shall be.

Gu;y,\ot_:\ﬁ,\;@ﬁxc,’\o.\sy
Sk O san K&l 5 0350 dm 5 B 5
23 1y bl Ol 5 48
Jadl b &l oke o b lis ylae §5
5> 36 oot O (sles) s o
s,)\ie”j S5 ol yshas 5 5 Se e C)]
P R IR R ST
A2 Bl o = Sl oan wrly albe G
s Slail 2515 b p s ) ole
2l 0,2 0T o)) Jal e bl e
uL&T b AL was L}‘; 0340 :‘5>-
Ll gol Oy 5 o8 5 0125 2 I

Ll s ey Bl

Slelae ) g

eVl ole Sz ol 2 WS L LI 6
é ;ﬂ), o el Lo sldl bbb e
15555 Y 5 JeV BV U1 Tyg gy 15431

Bl
§ iy O K o 58 K
§ ol Al Joad S 5 Cl 56 oLl
b e il ol 3L 0 Se 5 o plyy
el § a6 ol Sl S
&i&\&bm;oJﬁﬁ)J@ﬁuJ
)M\ﬂ\y\ﬂf\aﬂ\ﬁaiabﬁé
O Lo 5 067 Lo (SOle it ) el

BLIB__ Or15715.290d

BHO02718

To: Mulla Hasan, in Yazd
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

He is the Guardian over all names!

TV e el
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O Hasan! Give thanks for Our having shown thee the fire of LJ), Gy 56 STyl o K310 e b 2

Our Lote-Tree, and for Our having witnessed thy burning in
the love of God, the Lord of all worlds. The Dawning-Place of
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Utterance hath turned toward thee from the horizon of the All-
Merciful and speaketh that which He spoke before the creation
of contingent things. Verily, there is none other God but Him,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We have heard thy call
and have answered thee with an utterance whereby the Con-
course on High and the dwellers of the Most Exalted Paradise
have been enraptured. Thy Lord, verily, is the Expositor, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Render thanks unto God for having aided thee to recognize the
Dayspring of His Cause and the Source of His greatest signs,
and for having given thee to drink of the Water of Life from
the hands of His mercy which hath preceded all who are in the
heavens and on earth. Be thou steadfast in the Cause in such
wise that neither the tempests of the divines nor the storms of
rulers shall move thee. Thus doth He command thee Who is
attested by the Books of God, the Most High, the Most Great.

Be thou firm in the Cause and vocal in praise of thy Lord
Who created thee, caused thee to know Him, raised thee up
and gave thee utterance through this Remembrance, before
which, when it appeared, all remembrances from every direc-
tion bowed down in submission. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Remembering, the Most Generous.

Blessed art thou for having turned to the Most Sublime Hori-
zon and directed thyself toward the countenance of thy Lord,
the Lord of Names, and hastened to the ocean of certitude,
detached from idle fancies and holding fast to My strong cord.
O Hasan! We bear witness that thou hast done well, even as
God did well unto thee. This is a word that cannot be equaled
by all the treasures of the earth. Rejoice and say: “Praise be
unto Thee, O God of all worlds!”

Hold fast under all conditions to wisdom, lest there appear that
which would disturb the hearts of them that have turned to
God. Make wisdom the standard before thy face. Thus hath it
been sent down from the Pen of Command in the tablets of thy
Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Should a crier appear
in your land, leave him to himself and put your trust in God,
the Lord of this wondrous Day.

Convey My greetings to the faces of My loved ones and remind
them of that which hath streamed forth from the vessel of
Mine utterance, the Mighty, the Impregnable. Say: This is
the Day of arising, did ye but know it, and this is the Day of
goodly character - cleave ye unto it and be not of them that
comprehend not. Aid your Lord through goodly deeds and
through that which befitteth this Day, whose mention hath
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adorned the Books of the Messengers. Verily, thy Lord is the
Counselor, the Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

; At the end of this Book We make mention of thy wife and give
her the glad-tidings of My mercy and My loving-kindness, that
she may be among the thankful ones preserved in a guarded
Tablet. The Glory be upon thee and upon her and upon whoso-
ever hath remembered thee out of love for God, the Lord of
the Exalted Throne.

25l gasll 201 b S O e N
=

G s s Saks SR AT 5 5L
Lim £ G OIS e 05 Gle
Bl S e s ey Sk T
@U‘ N e

BLIB_Or15713.089, BLIB_ Or15715.302b

BHO02838

To: Shaykh Muhammad, in Yazd
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

In His Name, the Most Ancient, the Most Great

We make mention from My Most Exalted Pen of him who was
named Muhammad in the Kingdom of Creation, whom We
mentioned before as a favor from Us, and verily I am the All-
Knowing Rememberer. Blessed is he who has attained unto
My days, turned his face toward My countenance, and uttered
My beautiful praise. Today every possessor of insight has at-
tained this Most Great Bounty, and every possessor of hearing
has attained the hearing of his Lord’s call, the Expositor, the
All-Wise. Happy the lands from which the fragrance of the
Garment has been wafted, and the city over which have blown
the breezes of the dawn of My wondrous Day. Happy the soul
that has taken the chalice of immortality in My Most Glorious
Name and drunk therefrom through My mention, the Mighty,
the Bountiful. We have previously counseled the friends of
God and His servants with the wisdom whereby We took the
covenant from those who have turned to God, the Peerless, the
All-Informed. Blessed art thou, O Muhammad, in that thou
hast shattered the idols of vain imaginings through the name of
thy Lord, the Lord of all mankind, and drunk from the ocean
of certitude. We have made mention of thee in such wise as
nothing on earth can equal. He Who speaks bears witness to
this, that there is none other God but Me, the Reckoner, the
Mighty, the All-Praised. We counsel thee with wisdom lest
there occur that which God abhors and the clamor of those
who have denied the Day of Judgment be raised. Hold fast to
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the cord of wisdom in all circumstances. Verily He witnesses
and sees, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Beware lest the affairs of men grieve thee. Behold and then
remember what befell God’s Messengers and His chosen ones
when He sent them with a manifest sovereignty. Among the
people were those who turned away from them and opposed
them, and those who pronounced sentence of death upon them.
Thus did their desires command them, without any clear proof
from God, the Lord of all worlds. We summoned them to
the Supreme Horizon while they imprisoned Us in this mighty
fortress. We desired for them the good of this world and the
next while they left Us in this remote prison. We opened unto
them the gates of blessings while they prevented Us from the
bounty which God created through My Name, the Bestower,
the Invincible.

We make mention of My loved ones in that place and send Our
greetings upon them, and counsel them to manifest supreme
steadfastness and that which befits this Day which God pro-
claimed through the tongues of the Messengers. Glory be upon
thee and upon those who have clung to the hem of wisdom and
turned to the Most Great Ocean on this momentous Day.
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To: Ali, in Yazd
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]
In My Name, the Witness, the All-Hearing! @;.)\ Lzl o

O Ali! We have desired to make mention of thee and those who
have believed, on a Day which was inscribed in the Books of
God, the Lord of the worlds. This is a Day whereon the atoms
cry out: “The Revealer of verses hath come, and sovereignty
belongeth unto God, the Goal of them that know!” God took
the covenant of this Day from all who are in the heavens and
on earth, yet when He appeared in truth the people turned
away, save those who shattered the idols of vain desire through
the power of the Name of the Lord of all mankind and turned
with radiant countenance toward the Supreme Horizon.
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How many learned ones lamented in separation, yet when the
ocean of union surged they turned away and waxed proud be-
fore God, the Beloved of the sincere ones. Say: By God! The
Hidden One hath appeared and hath spoken that which caused
the Concourse on High and the dwellers of the Most Exalted
Paradise to be attracted. Blessed is he who hath recognized
and found the fragrance of God, the Mighty, the Praised One.

O Ali! The Euphrates of thy Lord’s mercy hath flowed from
My Most Exalted Pen - take thou, in My Name, and drink
therefrom through My firm and wise command. We give thee
and those who have believed there glad tidings of a favor from
Us and a bounty from Our presence. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

We further counsel you regarding that which hath been sent
down in the Book from the presence of One mighty and pow-
erful. Beware lest the conditions of the Pharaohs frighten you
or the doubts of the oppressors who have adorned their heads
with turbans and disbelieved in God, the Lord of the Day of
Judgment, sadden you. They reached the heights of glory in
this vain life through My Name, yet when [ manifested My Self
they pronounced judgment against it with evident tyranny.

O loved ones of the All-Merciful in all lands! The Wronged
One counseleth you from the precincts of the Prison to remain
steadfast in this Cause, whose greatness hath been testified to
by the tongues of the dwellers of the most exalted Paradise and
whose sovereignty hath been witnessed by every truthful and
discerning one. Hold fast unto it in the name of your Lord, the
Lord of Names, and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Creator of
the heavens, for having made known unto us the Dayspring of
Thy Cause, the Source of Thy Revelation, and the Dawning-
Place of Thy exalted Word, at Whose appearance the Dove
cooed upon the branches.”

This is a Day whereof God gave glad tidings aforetime - the Day
whereon all people shall stand before the Lord of the worlds.
Thus hath the gate of inner meanings been unlocked by the Key
of utterance, as the All-Merciful walked in the most exalted
station and called all to His straight path.
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar, in Yazd
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

In the Name of the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing! O ‘Ali-Akbar!
The Lord of Destiny makes mention of thee at this hour when
sorrows have encompassed Him from those who have disbe-
lieved in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. We have
manifested Our Self and summoned all unto the Dayspring of
Revelation Who speaks forth at all times that there is none
other God but Me, the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

My Revelation had been mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen
in the Scriptures and Tablets, yet when He appeared in truth,
those who followed the dawning-places of idle fancies turned
away. Blessed is he who hath hearkened to the call of his Lord
and drunk the living waters from the cup of his Lord’s utter-
ance, the Most Merciful, Who hath come with the standards
of verses and summoned all unto His outstretched path. How
many a learned one awaited My days and how many a mystic
bowed before My Name, yet when I manifested My Self they
turned away until they pronounced their verdict against the
Mighty, the All-Loving. Thus have We opened before thy face
the gate of utterance with the key of His Name, the Mighty,
the Beloved.

3 O ‘Ali! The shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen is raised to

such a degree that the tongues of the world and the pens of
nations are powerless to make mention of it. Blessed is the ear
that hath gained the honor of hearing His call and blessed is the
tongue that hath been moved to make mention of Him. The
whole world speaketh His Name yet is veiled from Him, turneth
toward His countenance yet is debarred from Him, maketh
mention of His Name yet is heedless of His Command. This is
the Most Great Talisman.

God willing, thou shouldst, with the utmost wisdom and utter-
ance, guide those who thirst in the wilderness of heedlessness
to the heavenly springs of divine revelation and summon them.
Upon thee be wisdom, upon thee be wisdom. People are ob-
served to be as infants - they need an educator and one who
will remind them. Blessed is the soul that ariseth for the sake
of God to serve the Cause, that perchance those who slumber
may be awakened by this sweet spiritual breeze that wafteth
at the dawn of this divine Day, and become aware.
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5 We convey Our greetings to all who have turned towards Us
and enjoin upon them that which is befitting and meet. Blessed
is he who hath heard and acted, and woe unto the heedless.
The glory be upon you from God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Karbalai Aqa Husayn, in Jadhba
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

In His name, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed!

He Who is the Desired One beareth witness from the Most
Great Prison to that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath wit-
nessed in the eternity of eternities. O Husayn! The Wronged
One remembereth thee on the Day whereof the All-Merciful
hath made mention in the Qur’an: “The Day when all mankind
shall stand before the Lord of the worlds.” By God, the True
One! The Qur’an crieth out amidst all created things: “He
Who was promised in the Books of God, the Lord of the worlds,
hath come!” And the Gospel proclaimeth: “The Glorious One
hath come! The Kingdom is God’s, the Mighty, the Beau-
teous!” Verily, the Bayan circleth round the Throne, while they
that claim to be its followers have violated God’s Covenant and
Testament, save those whom the hand of thy Lord’s loving-
kindness hath preserved, the Powerful, the Mighty. Say: O
people of the Bayan! By what proof did ye believe in the All-
Merciful, and by what evidence did ye turn away from Him
Who, when He appeared, caused the Spirit to proclaim be-
fore His face: “The Hidden One hath appeared with manifest
sovereignty!” We, verily, send Our greetings from this spot
unto the loved ones of the All-Merciful in that land, and We
remind them of that which beseemeth the days wherein the
Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken: “There is none other God
but Me, the Manifest, the Speaking One, the All-Knowing.”
We counsel them to remain steadfast in this Cause, through
which the feet of all peoples have slipped save such as have
clung to the hem of My luminous robe. The glory of God be
upon thee and upon those who are with thee and upon those
who have attained unto this wondrous Remembrance.
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To: Karbalai Aqa Rida, in Jadhba
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

In the Name of Him Who shineth from the horizon of eternity!

This is a Book which the Lord of Names hath sent down unto
him who hath hearkened unto the Call and turned unto the
Most Exalted Horizon and witnessed what God, the Lord of
creation, hath witnessed. Say: O peoples of the earth! Do ye
deny Him Who hath come with that wherewith every Prophet
and every Messenger came from God, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting?

Say: Verily the proof, by its very essence, proclaimeth be-
tween earth and heaven, and the evidence crieth out through
this Name whereby the mountains were scattered, the seas
were made to boil, and the trees did speak: “The Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the Lord of what hath been and what
shall be!” Rejoice thou at My remembrance of thee. By God!
The treasures of the earth and whatsoever the kings possess
of hoards and riches cannot equal it. Take hold of the Book
with the power of thy Lord and say: “I testify that there is
none other God but Him, and that He Who speaketh hath ap-
peared in truth and is encompassed by the evidence from God,
the Mighty, the Loving.” Say: He needeth not, for the proof
of His Cause, any mention from among all mentions, nor any
tablet from among all tablets. He Who possesseth the Hidden
Book doth testify to this. The splendor from Us be upon those
who have turned unto the Path and have cast behind them the
vain imaginings and idle fancies of men.
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To: Siyyid Isma’il, in Yazd
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

He is the Most Great, the Most Ancient, the Most Glorious!

O Isma’il! This Wronged One raises His call and laments for
Himself. In the days when all the people of the Bayan were
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veiled behind a barrier due to the might of princes and the
opposition of divines, this Wronged One arose to promote the
Cause - an arising that caused the limbs of all names to tremble.
And in the midst of trials and tribulations, He summoned all
beings, from kings to subjects, from those below to those above,
to the highest horizon. But when the Cause became manifest
and the Sun of Revelation dawned from the horizon of power,
the buzzing of flies appeared and each of the ungodly, cling-
ing to murmuring and croaking and buzzing, said that which
they said. Verily, He has recorded all things in a clear Book.
Beseech and implore God, exalted be His glory, that He may
preserve thee from the doubts of the people of the Bayan who
clung to it while turning away from its Revealer, its Messenger
and its Creator. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Powerful.
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To: Muhammad Ismail, in Yazd
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

He is the One Who has power over all who are in the heavens
and on earth.

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and He Who hath come with the truth is indeed the Hidden
Mystery and the Treasured Secret. Whoso turneth unto Him
hath turned unto God from time immemorial, and whoso tur-
neth away is accounted among the idolaters in the perspicuous
Book. Most strange it is that some, on the Day of Return,
pass by the life-giving Kawthar and set their faces toward the
mirage. They have lost indeed who denied the signs of God
and clung to the cords of fancy and vain imaginings. Say: O
people of the earth! The Sun of certitude hath risen, and the
Ocean of knowledge surgeth, and the heaven of grace is up-
lifted. Cast away what ye possess, then turn toward the Most
Sublime Horizon - the Station wherein the Lord of Names pro-
claimeth: “There is none other God but Me, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.”
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To: Muhammad Karim, in Yazd

Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

He is the Expounder, the All-Knowing! ﬁu\ L;\J.\ 9

O Muhammad-Qabli-Karim! We have heard thy call. God will-
ing, thou shalt be watchful of the truth at all times, and act
according to that which exalteth the Cause. We have enjoined
wisdom upon all the friends, yet some have not hearkened with
accepting ears unto the divine counsel. That which is accept-
able in the sight of God this day hath been and shall ever be
obedience to God, exalted be His glory. Nevertheless, some
have turned away from His good-pleasure and clung to their
own desires. It behooveth them to repent and return unto
God, the Forgiving, the Generous. Any deed that causeth tu-
mult and perturbation among heedless souls is not acceptable
before the Wronged One. Say: Hold fast unto that which ye
have been commanded in My Mighty Book.
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To: Muhammad Sadiq, in Yazd
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

He is the One mentioned in the heart of Ha by his faithfulness!

> We have seen thy turning unto Us and have made mention of
thee from My Most Exalted Pen, and We have heard thy call
and have called unto thee from this luminous Spot, from the
Divine Lote-Tree: “Verily, there is none other God but Me, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.” I created all peoples for this Most
Great Day, but when He appeared they turned away and de-
nied God, the Lord of Lords. Blessed is he whom the doubts
of the divines have not withheld, and blessed is he whom the
might of those who disbelieved in the Beginning and the Re-
turn hath not caused to slip. Hold thou fast unto the cord of
steadfastness and take hold of the hem of God, the Lord of all
men. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as the Pen of the Wronged
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One hath moved at the mention of thy name, while impris- (,.L.r—iY\ 3:..)\ ETSL ] r}kla‘l\ é‘; Sl Je
oned in the Most Great Prison in the hands of those who were ;;U.\ s Sl 4l o i g,j\ Gl s

heedless of God, the Lord of the Day of Return.
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To: Siyyid Ali, in Yazd
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]
He is the Rememberer and the Remembered oSl f\:é\ P
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To: Muhammad Ali, in Yazd
Date: 1299-01-22 [1881-Dec-14]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!

How wonderful, how wonderful that thou hast passed beyond
vain imaginings and turned with devotion to the ocean of cer-
titude! How wonderful, how wonderful that thou hast broken
the idols with the arm of assurance and set thy face toward
the Best-Beloved of the worlds! How wonderful, how wonder-
ful that thou hast lifted thy gaze from the stagnant pool and
attained unto the living waters of Kawthar! All these bless-
ings have been and shall ever be from the bounties of the Self-
Sufficing, the Most High. However, this Wronged One coun-
seleth thee with a word which is, in the sight of God, more
precious than all the treasures of earth, and it is this: Hold
thou fast, with complete detachment from all else save Him,
unto the Most Great Steadfastness. Thus doth the Lord of
Names command thee, and those who have believed in God,
the Peerless, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi et al., in Beirut

Date: 1299-01-23 [1881-Dec-15]

In the Name of God, the One, and blessings and peace be upon
Him after Whom there shall be no Prophet.

Praise be to God Who sent down the Book and guided all
thereby to the straight path, and made the Kaaba the circling-
place of the world that His remembrance might endure among
the nations, and that all might know who follows God’s com-
mand and who follows his own desires without clear proof or
Book. And blessings and peace be upon Him from Whose gar-
ment every believer in creation found the fragrance of the All-
Merciful, and through Whom was raised the standard of unity
among religions - He Who was named with the Most Beautiful
Names in the Kingdom of Names and as Muhammad in the
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realm of creation - and upon those who followed Him in what
God, the Revealer of verses, commanded them.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your steadfastness! I detected the
fragrance of your expression from letters you sent to the loved
ones. When I found them, I reflected within myself and became
aware of my negligence, for days and nights had passed with-
out my outwardly mentioning what would bring me to your
remembrance. Yet God knows that this servant lost opportu-
nities and times, as though they had become like patience in
the hearts of lovers or like the phoenix in distant lands. There-
fore my excuse is acceptable to the noble ones. This servant
asks his Lord to prescribe for your honor what befits His lofti-
ness, greatness and glory.

I presented what you sent regarding Abdullah, upon him be
the glory of his Lord, before my Master’s face. He mentioned
you and spoke concerning you that from which I found the
fragrances of grace and favors, and commanded me to write
to your honor what I heard. He said - and His words are the
sweetest - “Praise be to God Who made him steadfast in good-
ness and sanctified from the people of hesitation by whom the
standard of Islam was reversed and through whom covenants
were broken. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist us and
him in His remembrance and praise, and in steadfastness in
His Cause and in arising to what He has commanded us in His
perspicuous Book.” Thus did it end.

As for what you mentioned regarding Jasim, upon him be the
glory of God, this servant gives him glad tidings of his Lord
and Master’s grace. When I presented it, He said - and His
words are the beloved ones - “O Jasim! We make mention of
you and remember your days and your presence with Us, and
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to strengthen you and assist
you and send down upon you from the heaven of His bounty a
blessing from His presence. Verily He ordains and answers, and
He is the Forgiving, the Generous. Be assured of God’s grace
and care, for nothing escapes His knowledge. He does what He
wishes and ordains what He desires, and He is the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. And We remember Nasir and Abbas and pray
for their success and support from the presence of the Helper,
the Wise. We send greetings upon him and upon Abdul-Karim
and upon those with you. Upon you be the peace of God and
His mercy and His care.” Thus did it end.

; This servant sends greetings to them and shows them his hu-

mility and submissiveness for the sake of God, Lord of the
worlds. Remember the beloved Jasim and remember when he
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turned toward your presence and wept - God knows he is be-
fore my eyes. I ask God to unite his gathering and to open
before his face the gates of blessings and goodness. Verily He
is the Guardian of the doers of good. Praise be to God, Lord
of the worlds.

This servant hopes that you will convey to my heart’s beloved,
the Observer, upon him be the glory of God, the degrees of
my sincerity and humility, and present to him what he sent.
And this servant sends greetings to Mihdi, upon him be the
glory of God, who is in His service. I ask God, exalted be
He, to open the gates of joy and delight upon the faces of His
friends, chosen ones and loved ones who left their homes to
circumambulate His House and to traverse between Safa and
Marwa. Verily He is the Lord of creation and the Maker of
light and darkness. There is no God but He, the Single, the
One, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Wise.

Peace and praise be upon your honor and upon those with
you and upon those who held fast to goodness and upon every
steadfast, upright believer. And praise be to God, Lord of the
worlds.

The servant, on the 23rd of Muharram the Sacred, year 1299

Then I present to your honor that Mirza Maqgsud, upon him
be success and support, has mentioned your honor during his
presence and showed to you his love, affection and sincerity,
and wrote to you on the day of his return what indicates his
state regarding love and affection. The servant at that time
sent to your honor that you might witness it and remember
him and pray for him and for me and for all what is best for
us in the beginning and the end.
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To: Haji Mirza Husayn Shirazi (Khartum)
Date: 1299-02-06 [1881-Dec-28]

In the Name of Our Lord, the Most Great, the Most Holy, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious

All praise that is sanctified beyond expression of proof befitteth
the Lord of Mercy, through Whose light the world of creation
is illumined, and by Whom the branches and leaves of the di-
vine Lote-Trees are moved to song and melody. He is that
Sun by Whom the hearts and minds are enlightened, through
Whom truth was made manifest, through Whom He did try His
servants, and through Whom He adorned the realm of doubt
and perturbation with the ornament of certitude and assur-
ance. Notwithstanding all this praise and glorification, were
men possessed of true vision, the Manifestation of Truth from
the horizon of the heaven of the Divine Will would itself suffice.
Exalted, immeasurably exalted, is He Who hath revealed Him
and made Him a proof and criterion unto all that dwell in the
heavens and on earth. All praise be to God, the Lord of all
worlds, and glory and radiance rest upon those whom neither
the tempests of the learned nor the hurricanes of the mystics
could move, who arose amidst mankind and spoke forth with
that wisdom which descended from the Lord of eternity. These
are servants through whom the countenance of inner meanings
smiled and the nightingale sang upon the branches. The King-
dom is God’s, the Lord of all religions. These are servants unto
whose station the Books of God have testified aforetime, and
whose rank and merit His servants have acknowledged - hon-
ored servants who speak not till He hath spoken, and who do
as bidden.

O beloved of My heart and he who is mentioned in My soul!
The melody of thy words of praise hath transported Me - thou
who art Our purpose and thine own purpose. When I perceived
therein that ardor which is born of naught save the love of God
and His Cause, I turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon
and appeared before the Divine Lote-Tree and presented that
which was contained therein. Thereupon the Tongue of the
All-Merciful spoke forth in the Kingdom of Utterance, saying,
exalted be His glory:

In My Name, the Most Mighty, the Most Great

5 O Husayn! God willing, mayest thou be blessed through di-
vine grace and act in accordance with that which befitteth the
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Days of God. Convey My greetings to those friends who have
truly inhaled the fragrance of My robe and are illumined by
the lights of the sun of steadfastness, and say: No day hath
been or is greater than this Day - a truth that hath shone forth
like unto the sun from the horizons of all divine Books, Tablets
and Scriptures. For the True One, exalted be His glory, hath
attributed this Day unto Himself, and though all things are at-
tributed unto Him, He hath specially designated this Day and
named it after His own Name, as it is known in the Books as
the Day of God. Were steadfast and upright souls to ponder
this matter, by My life, they would find themselves cleansed
of the dust of the world with all its sorrows and afflictions.
Where is the detached heart that may taste the sweetness of
divine utterance? And where are the pure ears that may truly
hearken unto His Word? Though most souls are adorned with
outer life, they are seen to lie in the graves of their own tem-
ples. They have taken discomfort for comfort, called conjec-
ture knowledge, and taken every foolish one as their lord and
master, occupied and rejoicing therein. Woe unto them and de-
struction be upon them! The decayed bones were quickened by
the divine fragrances, yet the leaders of the earth, who count
themselves guides, teachers and mentors, remain cast aside in
perishing graves, deprived. Beseech thou God that He may
grant people a portion from the ocean of awareness, that they
may gather with utmost joy and delight beneath the divine
Lote-Tree and utter “Praise be unto Thee, O God of existence,
in both the seen and unseen realms.”

In addition to these utterances which have descended from
the heaven of loving-kindness as verses specifically revealed for
your honor, a Most Holy Tablet was also revealed and sent so
that the ear might attain true blessing through hearing it and
the eye might be illumined by beholding the lights of His coun-
tenance. Likewise, a Most Holy Tablet was specifically revealed
for his honor Akhtar, upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah]. God will-
ing, they will attain unto it and perceive the fragrance of the
divine garment from the Divine Tablet - a perception that the
limitations of the world and its conditions cannot prevent, and
which forgetfulness has no power to affect. Although the re-
ply to that spiritual friend was delayed, your honor is aware
of the details of matters and cognizant of the binding and es-
sential occupations of this evanescent servant. Were I to seek
forgiveness from your honor with a hundred thousand tongues,
I would still consider it insufficient. However, the Beloved of
the worlds bears witness that in these days this evanescent one
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finds no opportunity even to speak, let alone reply to the let-
ters of the friends. The purpose in mentioning these matters
is that if there be delay in this evanescent one’s reply, it is not
due to negligence or, God forbid, lack of sincerity. Rather, the
realm of this evanescent one’s occupations has been struck by
such a famine that truly not a grain of leisure can be found
therein, save through divine confirmations. On one hand, he
is occupied in the presence with the writing of revealed verses,
and likewise with making copies thereof a second time, for the
original revelation is such that most souls are unable to read
it, hence copies are made.

And likewise there are replies to letters from friends and be-
lievers which arrive from all directions like torrential rain. In
any case, I beseech and hope that all the friends will pray to
God, exalted be His glory, for confirmation for this evanescent
one, that perchance he may be assisted in this most great and
mighty cause. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Power-
ful, the Mighty.

Concerning what you wrote about the envelope sent from the
direction of K, it arrived and its details were submitted to the
Most Holy Court, and an answer was revealed and sent to K.
God willing, upon its arrival, a new and wondrous life will be
attained by all. Today is a day when the breezes of life are
wafting and passing from all directions. Blessed is he who has
found, and woe unto the heedless and the deniers.

And concerning what was mentioned that the friends of God,
exalted be His glory, in the land of [Sh| are blessed with the
bounties and favors of recognition and certitude, this matter
was submitted to the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court. This is
what the tongue of our Lord, the All-Bestowing, spoke in reply,
exalted be His glory:

O Husayn! That land is blessed and is as the sight unto the
body of the earth. Soon will its station be made manifest and
evident unto all the worlds. Blessed is it and blessed is he
who recognizeth its station and glory. We have adorned stead-
fast souls with such an ornament that the mention thereof and
its station shall never be erased from the book of the world.
Their names and that which hath been ordained for them have
been inscribed by My Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book.
Were this station to be revealed, even to the extent of a needle’s
eye, thou wouldst behold the earth transformed into another
earth. By the life of God! This matter is concealed, and it
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behooveth not to reveal more than what is prescribed and de-
termined. Blessed are they who dwell in that land and who are
adorned with divine love. God willing, may they all drink of
the Most Glorious Wine from the white hand and arise to serve
the Cause with perfect wisdom. In all matters, observe wisdom
and hold fast unto it. This firm command hath been revealed
and established in most Tablets, lest that should appear which
would disturb the hearts of My loved ones and chosen ones.
God willing, mayest thou at all times drink from the cup of
glorification of the Lord of Destiny. The glory shining forth
from the horizon of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon
them and upon those who have acknowledged that which My
swift-moving and active Pen hath spoken.

Concerning what thou didst write about Aqa Siyyid A. and
Aqga Ghulam H. and M.N., upon them be the Glory of God, be-
ing present and requesting mention from the Most Holy Court
- this matter was presented before the Throne. Unique and
sublime verses were revealed for each one. At the end, the
Tongue of the All-Merciful spoke these exalted words: “O ser-
vant in attendance! If those souls who have today turned to
the horizon of revelation and have attained unto divine men-
tion were to become aware and conscious of this most mighty,
most noble, most exalted station, they would assuredly soar
on the wings of attraction and yearning in the atmosphere of
the love of the Day-Star of the horizons, to such extent that
they would behold all else in the lowliest station. O servant
in attendance! Write: Blessed is the soul whose name hath
been mentioned before God, the Lord of Names, and blessed is
the servant for whose mention the tongue of the All-Merciful
hath moved in the Kingdom of utterance” The Bab - may
my soul be sacrificed for all else but Him - hath said that all
exist that they might be mentioned once in His presence. The
world’s lack of capacity hath veiled this greatest station from
eyes. Verily thy Lord is the All-Wise, the All-Knowing. The
glory be upon the people of Baha from God, the Creator of
heaven.”

Furthermore, the acceptance, sincerity, mention, praise and
glorification from this evanescent one for their service depends
upon the grace of that Beloved.

Regarding thy question about the passage in the most holy
Tablet which states “Masih in Ray,” the intention was His Ho-
liness Haji Mirza Masih-i-Nuri, upon him be the Glory of God
and His mercy. Many times have I heard mention of him from
the Ancient Tongue. During the journey when the Desired
One of all worlds proceeded toward Khurasan, he was in atten-
dance. He bore hardships in the path of God, and during the
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nights and days he would drink from the waters of reunion and
was engaged in service. Later he ascended, and he is buried
between the shrine of ‘Abdu’l-‘Azim and Shahzadih Hamzih.
Once these words were heard from the Tongue of Grandeur:
“’Azim and Hamzih, upon them be My glory, have attained
the presence of the one who attained My presence.”

As to what was asked concerning the blessed passage which
flowed and was revealed from the Pen of the Beloved of all cre-
ation - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him - wherein
He says “Verily paradise is true” up to His exalted words, just
as what has outwardly appeared in the paradise of the shrine
of the Eighth Imam is naught but what the Messenger of God
spoke concerning him being the tenth successor.

O my beloved! The Kingdom of utterance is seen to have nei-
ther beginning nor end. That first station is where the Tongue
of Eternity spoke saying “I am the Beloved of the worlds.” That
Most Great, Most Exalted station possesses ranks and stations
that none except the Self of Truth - glorious is His majesty and
universal His bounty - has known or will know, has enumerated
or will enumerate. In one station they have taken the Primal
Will itself, which is the Manifestation and Source of God’s
Command, glorious is His majesty, as the first, and the blessed
Fatima - God’s blessings be upon her - as the third; by this
reckoning the Eighth Imam becomes the tenth. He has spoken
the truth, to this testifies my Beloved and your Beloved and
the Beloved of all in the heavens and earths. And in another
station, the Essential Being of Eternity, which is the station
of “there is no God but Him,” is mentioned as first and the
Point of the Qur’an as second; by this reckoning the Eighth
Imam becomes the eleventh. And in yet another station, they
have mentioned the Prince of Believers - God’s blessings be
upon him - as the first of the successors; thus he becomes the
eighth Imam. And in one station he is the eighth, in another
the tenth, and in another the eleventh. And all these three
stations are adorned with the ornament of true authenticity.
Likewise, that Holy Being - may the spirit of all else be sacri-
ficed for Him - is Himself the Primal Will in the Dispensation
of the Qur’an and possesses two stations and two ranks, mean-
ing He holds both Prophethood and absolute Successorship. In
this case, He Himself is the first of the successors - He is the
first successor and Imam Rida is the tenth successor. This is
the intent of the statement of the Point of the Bayan - may
the spirit of all in the kingdom of command and creation be
sacrificed for Him.
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All these statements that have been mentioned are each correct
in their own station and will remain so. Now if it is said that
the eighth is the eighth, or the eighth is the tenth, or the
eighth is the eleventh - all are correct and there is no doubt
in it. However, today is sanctified above these mentions, and
in the Most Holy Court there is not and has never been any
mention of successorship or the like thereof or above it or above
above it. The Exalted One, in consideration of the weakness
of the servants at the beginning of His Manifestation, showed
forbearance in His utterances and spoke with wisdom. Thus
in one place He says that if anyone attributes to this servant
prophethood or successorship or anything above that or similar
to it, he is of the calumniators and I am innocent of him.

Such themes as these are abundant in the utterances of that
Sacred Being. Even in one station He declareth: “Should any
soul attribute unto Me a specific, divinely-ordained Bab-hood,
he hath spoken falsely.” Yet thereafter He hath mentioned all
these stations in their proper place. For instance, He saith:
“This is that same Point of the Qur’an Who in this cycle hath
appeared as the Point of the Bayan.” This is the station of
Prophethood. And in the station of Divine Successorship He
declareth: “Verily, I am He Who standeth up for the Truth, of
Whose appearance ye have been given promise.” Yet in another
station They have denied all these stations and have spoken
of other stations, as is clear and evident to those possessed of
true vision. And in one station They say that were it not for
the weakness of the people, no mention would have been made
of Will.

Were this evanescent servant to attempt to describe these sta-
tions in detail, time and opportunity would not suffice. There
is no doubt that these utterances were made with wisdom, for
had They spoken a different word at the beginning of the Rev-
elation - that is, had They declared at first what They later
proclaimed - the fire of rejection and denial would have brought
about at the beginning what it later accomplished. Reflect
upon the oppression of the oppressors, the rejection of the re-
jectors, and the denial of the deniers. To such an extent did
the rejectors and deniers, who were the divines of the age, rise
in opposition that that Essence of Being referred to Himself as
“the servant of the Remnant of God”, yet even with this these
base people were not satisfied and perpetrated that which pen,
tongue, page and ink are powerless to describe.

Verily, when mention was made of the matter of vicegerency,
this servant was moved to set down some of the fruits of this
Tree, that the friends of God might become aware, and might
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bear witness unto that which hath flowed from the Most Ex-
alted Pen. From this single word—vicegerency—strange things
have appeared in the realms of earth and heaven; and until this
hour no soul hath truly fathomed its reality, nor apprehended
its signs and fruits. This is the word that laid Islam waste; and
this is the word that caused the Primal Point to be suspended
in mid-air.

At one time this exalted utterance was heard from the Tongue
of the Lord of Names. Exalted be His glory: “Through it the
back of Islam was broken, its throne was cast down, its banners
were reversed, and its unity was scattered.” Ended.

Consider the party that clung unto this word, and that came to
be called the Imamiyyih. They hanged that guileless Essence of
being—He from whose word the successors and the saints were
created—and with bullets of rancor and hatred they martyred
Him. The curse of God be upon the wrongdoing people! Those
who deemed themselves the best of parties were, in the end,
beheld as the basest among the peoples of the world. All of
that faction arose to shed the most pure blood. All the divines
and leaders pronounced the decree, and the rest carried it out—
save a few who were unknown, who held no authority. Yet
even those few, after acknowledging and confessing the claim
to Qa’imhood, rose up in utter aversion, and strove with all
endeavor to sever the Blessed Lote-Tree.

2 Strange it is that despite all these events which all have seen

with their own eyes and heard with their own ears, now again a
group of the creeping things of the earth have clung to former
vain imaginings and have barred and continue to bar people
from God’s straight path. Reflect upon the Four Gates, what
they said and what they did. They cut down the very Tree with
the sword of ignorance and falsehood, yet these people lacking
insight still consider them leaders. Ponder well: Where is that
which they spoke of and informed the people about His sta-
tion? Where is the rememberer and where is the remembered?
Where are the cities and where are the dwellings? Where is
the father and where are the sons?

Some time ago this Most Holy Tablet was sent down from the
heaven of divine will. This servant makes mention of it so that
certain matters may become clear and evident to the friends
of God, and all may become somewhat informed about that
which has become a veil for people and deprived them of the
living waters. His word, exalted be His glory:

In the Name of the One True God
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Say: O friends! The falsehood of the past hanged the Beloved
of the future and martyred Him with the bullets of tyranny. Re-
flect upon those lying, treacherous souls who appeared among
the people in the name of truthfulness, trustworthiness, asceti-
cism and piety, that ye may be preserved from the terror of
this Most Great Day. One made mention of Jabulqga, another
referred to Jabulsa. Another lying one arranged an imaginary
form and established for it a seat upon the throne of vain imag-
inings. One unjust one made mention of the Sacred Region,
and another unjust one attributed words to Him. These rep-
rehensible, false matters became the cause and reason for the
sovereign of the city of oneness to be martyred with complete
tyranny. Should the hand of divine power rend asunder all
veils, ye would observe new matters and hear novel words.

Now He utters one word that perchance it may become a bar-
rier between truth and falsehood, and that word is this: Purify
your ears from that which is spoken by those who attribute
themselves to the Bayan yet deny its Revealer, its Sovereign
and its Sender. For these veiled souls walk exactly in the foot-
steps of those souls. Blessed is the eye that seeth and per-
ceiveth - such a one is accounted before God as the mightiest
and most powerful among men. Hearken unto that which My
Herald spoke before. He said, and His word is the truth: “A
year-old seed on the day of His manifestation is mightier than
the entirety of the Bayan.” Out of pure kindness and mercy
have these mentions flowed from the Pen of the Unconstrained
One. Preserve them and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of
the worlds.

The fire of falsehood of those rejected souls consumed the
world, and differences in religion became the cause of the weak-
ening of the religion of God and His Cause. In that false region
which they called sacred, no Qa’im entered or left, yet a hun-
dred thousand intrigues, corruptions and different imaginary
forms emerged from it. The fruit of that region and other vain
imaginings was that which was mentioned and which ye have
seen and heard.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Have mercy upon the servants.
The fire of the past is not yet extinguished; ye kindle another
fire. Fear God, O people, and follow not vain imaginings and
idle fancies. Follow Him Who guideth you to His straight path
and directeth you to the horizon of certitude. This blessed
word was revealed from the tongue of the Ancient of Days, His
word, exalted be His glory: Blessed are those souls who have
sanctified and purified their hearts from the vain imaginings
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and idle fancies of the past and adorned them with the seal
“The Kingdom is God’s this day.”

Once this word was heard from the tongue of the Ancient of
Days: The Bab - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him
- expressed agreement with the people of the Furqan (Muslims)
in most matters, that He might attract those heedless souls to
the direction of awareness. And this agreement was manifested
to such an extent that in some instances mention of the four
well-known gates flowed from that blessed Pen. However, this
Most Great Revelation rent asunder the veils with the finger of
power, despite those who denied God and His sovereignty and
turned away from the Day which was illumined by the lights
of His countenance.

O spiritual friend! Beseech God to sanctify the people of Baha
from these sacred mentions. Say: Today is God’s Day, wherein
none is mentioned but Him. Leave these names and founda-
tions and mentions to those who are veiled and heedless. To-
day, turn ye unto the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree. The
friends of God must exert their utmost effort in safeguarding
the Cause, lest such vain imaginings emerge and become the
cause of conflict, contention, discord, revolution and differ-
ences in the world. Say: O people of Baha! Reflect upon
that which hath flowed and continueth to flow from the Most
Exalted Pen, that perchance the fabrications of mendacious
souls may not debar you from the Lord of Oneness and de-
prive you of the living waters that stream from the right hand
of the throne of the All-Merciful. In former Books He saith:
“The Lord alone shall be exalted in that Day.” This is the Day
of which the Qur’an hath given tidings and which it hath an-
nounced in these blessed words: “The Day when mankind shall
stand before the Lord of the worlds.” Since the verses of former
Books and the Qur’an have repeatedly flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen, this servant hath been content with brevity.

The opposers among the people of the Bayan still know not
what hath come to pass. By God, besides Whom there is
none other God! They have not attained unto a drop from
the ocean of utterance nor become aware of a single word from
the Mother Book. They speak according to their own desires
and say that which the ancients never said. It is not known
what they have understood from the Great Announcement, nor
how they have interpreted “the heaven will bring forth evident
They have perished who followed them without clear
proof or an illuminating Book. Recently they have gathered
to cling to that which the rebellious and transgressing party
had clung. Beseech God, exalted be His glory, to purify the

smoke.”
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world of remembrance from their mentions and to sanctify the
world of existence from their presence. Were this evanescent
servant to relate what he heard from the tongue of the Ancient
Beauty and witnessed with his own eyes, that which is now
concealed would become manifest. However, the matter is in

His hands, and I may not utter a word except by His leave.

What hath been presented regarding these matters is intended
that perchance some of the people of the earth might become
aware of that of which they are now heedless and unaware.

This evanescent servant beseecheth God, exalted be His glory,
to confirm all in that which is the cause and source of humility,
submissiveness, resignation and contentment. The Word of
Truth was cast upon all who are on earth from God, but pride,
heedlessness and vainglory deprived the people. Reflect upon
that which hath been mentioned. For instance, successorship
is considered one of the highest stations, yet the rebellious
and transgressing party, claiming to understand this station,
count themselves, in their fancy, as the most exalted among
the parties of the world. And this pride and transgression
caused them to martyr that Holy Being through Whose word
hundreds of thousands of successors have been and continue
to be created. In brief, the excellence of this word hath been
concealed due to the deeds of that oppressive party, while its
evil consequences are beyond count and reckoning, as some
have been mentioned.

And further, if it be in accordance with wisdom, convey to the
friends and loved ones and honored ones and chosen ones of
God who are present in that land mention of the evanescence
and nothingness and sincerity of this evanescent one. At this
moment, this blessed word was heard from the rustling of the
Divine Lote Tree: “It hath been sent down aforetime that God
is with those who are patient.” I beseech Him, exalted be His
glory, not to deprive the rulers of the earth from the splendors
of the lights of the Sun of Justice, and to adorn the temples of
all with the ornament of equity and fairness, and not to with-
hold from those on earth the outpourings of the True Bestower.
Verily, He is powerful over all things. The glory shining forth
from the horizon of the loving-kindness of our Lord, the All-
Merciful, be upon you and upon those who have followed His
straight path. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 6 Safar 1299

KFPT#03.5x
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To: Muhammad Taqi, in Zirak
Date: 1299-02-06 [1881-Dec-28]

He is the One dawning from the horizons of the Dawning-Places
of Remembrance

This is a Book sent down in truth from the Wronged One to

him who hath believed in the Self-Subsisting, the Guardian.

Thou hast attained unto the recognition of the Revelation on
a Day whereon the Speaker on Sinai hath proclaimed: “There
is none other God but Me, the Lord of the unseen and the seen.”
Thy letter was presented and the servant who standeth before
the Throne laid it before Us. We testify that it attained unto
the hearing at the Most Exalted Horizon - the station wherein
the Lord of all beings speaketh and around which circle the
Concourse on High, at eventide and at dawn. Rejoice thou in
that We have answered thee through this Tablet from which all
who possess spiritual perception detect the fragrance of God,
the Mighty, the Loving. Be thou steadfast in the Cause and
speak forth in remembrance of thy Lord, the Possessor of all
being.

We make mention of My loved ones in that land and give them
the glad-tidings of My favor and My loving-kindness, and of
that which hath been ordained for them in the Crimson Book
by My Most Exalted Pen. Verily their Lord, the All-Merciful, is
the All-Forgiving, the All-Kind. O My loved ones in that land!
Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One from the precincts
of the Prison. He remembereth you with that which shall never

perish, so long as the kingdom of earth and heaven endureth.

Be ye in such wise that neither the veils of the divines prevent
you from the Lord of all names, nor the doubts of those who
have denied the Truth, the Knower of things unseen. We hear
your call and behold your turning toward the Face after the
passing away of all things. Verily, He heareth and seeth from
His praiseworthy station. Beware lest the affairs of the world
sadden you. Leave behind what the people possess of idle
fancies and vain imaginings, and take hold of that which ye
have been commanded in My Preserved Tablet. Thus have We
illumined your hearts with the lights of verses and adorned your

temples with My remembrance, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

The glory be upon you and upon those who have believed in
God when He appeared in truth and who have quaffed from
the hand of His bounty His choice sealed wine.
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BHO07485

To: Aqa Siyyid Ibrahim, in Bajistan
Date: 1299-02-06 [1881-Dec-28]

He is the Silent Speaker! Verily the Bayan crieth out through
this Name and circleth round the will of its Lord, yet the peo-
ple are in manifest doubt. We have sent it down for My re-
membrance, that through it My Cause might be established
amongst My servants and My sovereignty be made manifest
amidst My creation, yet the idolaters turned away from God,
the Lord of all worlds. Say: Die in your wrath! Verily it cir-
cleth in this station and saith: Woe unto him who hath turned
away from the One, the All-Knowing!

2 By God’s life! The Lord of Names hath sent Me down for His
Most Glorious Beloved - to this all things bear witness, if ye
be of those who know. Were it not for Him, the Bayan would
not have been revealed, nor would the All-Merciful have sent
it down upon the Prophets and Messengers.

Hold fast, O servants, to the cord of guidance - and verily this
is that Cord which speaketh and writeth in this secure station.
He who hath an ear hath heard the call of God, and he who
hath not heard is counted among the dead. This is the Day
of thanksgiving and the Day of praise - give thanks unto the
Lord for this supreme bounty.
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BHO08629
To: Mulla Ali Asghar Qaini, in Birjand
Date: 1299-02-06 [1881-Dec-28]
He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great! rky‘w C,GLY\ »

2 The Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken this word: “And from
water We made all things living.” That water in these days
floweth from the Most Exalted Pen. By the life of God! This
is that Kawthar whose description was sent down aforetime in
the divine Books, and this is that Choice Wine for which the
divines and mystics waited. This water hath been called by
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all names - at times thou seest it as fire, in such wise that its

e o) sl s s By 558 ol s

roaring flame is heard; at other times thou beholdest it as light, 3 5 442 76 0L ele) Sl climg AL

kindled and shining. O people of Baha! God willing, through
the bounty of the Lord of Names, ye shall attain unto it and
drink therefrom. Whosoever attaineth unto it hath attained
unto everlasting life. Blessed are they that know, and woe unto
the heedless! Praise be to God, the Speaker, the Rememberer,
the Mighty, the Trusted One!
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To: Ustad ’Ali Akbr, in Faran
Date: 1299-02-06 [1881-Dec-28]

In the Name of the Most Holy, the Most Great! We have
sent down unto thee that which will gladden thy heart and the
hearts of those who have turned to the most exalted Station.
Verily, He, from within the Most Great Prison, summoneth the
peoples unto God, the Revealer of verses. Among the people
are they who have heard and responded, and they who have
heard and turned away from God, the Lord of lords. This is a
Day wherein the Most Great Ocean hath surged, and the atoms
have cried out: The Kingdom is God’s, the Almighty, the All-
Bountiful! O people! Take hold of the Book of God with His
power and follow not every doubting pretender. The Cry hath
been raised, the angels have descended, and the mountains
have passed away. Blessed the eye that hath seen, blessed the
ear that hath heard, and blessed the heart that hath turned
unto the Dayspring of lights! Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my
God, for having made me to turn unto Thee when most of Thy
servants had turned away from Thee.
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To: Ghulam Rida, in Sarchah

Date: 1299-02-06 [1881-Dec-28]

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great rky‘w r.\ég\!\ »
A Book which the All-Bountiful hath sent down, one that pro- (m Byv°s el,.\\ j.';,u &) ﬂﬂ‘ 45 K
claimeth unto the world the advent of the Most Great Name. S s 56 oL sk H&y\

Blessed is he that attaineth thereto, and woe betide the heed-
less!

It guideth mankind unto the straight Path of God, and draweth
them nigh unto the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Verily, it is
the Summoner among His servants, and the Herald crying out
betwixt the heavens and the earth.

Whoso hath purified his heart, lo, in that very instant is he
enraptured thereby; the melody of God taketh such hold upon
him that he beholdeth himself severed from all that dwell in
the realm of being.

And whoso ariseth in response to this Call, he, verily, is of the
companions of the All-Compelling in a Guarded Tablet.

Say: The seal hath been broken, and the choice Wine hath
flowed. Happy the share of the drinkers thereof!

We beseech God to vouchsafe unto thee and unto My loved
ones a portion of that which He hath sent down of the tokens
of His bounty. Verily, He is in truth the Bestower, and verily
He is the Mighty, the All-Bounteous.

And praise be unto God, the Lord of all the worlds.
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To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Haifa
Date: 1299-02-08 [1881-Dec-30]

ot

N

May the honored and esteemed Nazir, upon him be 96 ¢l.] 3% 4 ale bl Cla (:Ke (,.wa)jﬂ 1

[Baha'u’llah] and His grace, take note. 152
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In the Name of God alone, and blessings upon Him after Whom
there shall be no Prophet.

Praise, sanctified above the mention of all created things, be-
fitteth the Dawning-Place of verses, Who through the Pen of
Destiny hath undertaken the conquest of the world and hath,
willingly or unwillingly, granted all kings and subjects refuge
and station beneath the shade of one of His names. He hath
promised His loved ones in all times the infinite bounty which
is the station of reunion and presence, and hath chastised the
deniers with the supreme retribution. His is the praise and
favor in all conditions, and He is the Self-Subsisting, the Most
High. And blessings and peace be upon the Dawning-Places
of His Revelation, the Day-Springs of His Cause, the Sources
of His wisdom, and the Treasuries of His knowledge, and upon
Him Whose shoulder was adorned with the Seal of Prophet-
hood among all creatures, and upon those who arose to serve
His Cause and traversed the lands to exalt His Word until the
banner of Divine Unity and the standard of detachment were
raised upon the hills of the world - they are honored servants
whom God hath described as those who speak not until He
hath spoken and who act by His command.

Thereafter, this evanescent servant submitteth that your ex-
alted letter, adorned with the mention and praise of God, ex-
alted be His glory, and beautified with gratitude and thanks-
giving to the Beloved of the world, may His favors be universal,
did water the withered spirit and bestow the rains of joy. God
willing, may this bounty not be prevented from being received,
and may the waters of the world not extinguish this fire of
love. At all times this evanescent one uttereth “Is there any
more?” After perusal and experiencing happiness and joy, ex-
pressions of gratitude and praise were submitted. They said:
“God willing, may they be the manifestation of divine bounty
and likewise grateful and thankful” End quote. Many favors
were shown, beyond reckoning, but this servant, in consider-
ation of wisdom, hath sufficed with what was mentioned. I
swear by the Sun of divine favor that in every word is con-
cealed a world of meanings and an ocean of grace is hidden.
How can this servant or any other be capable of expression
or worthy of utterance? The Command is in His hand - He
commandeth and judgeth, and He is the One, the All-Wise.

This evanescent servant conveyeth greetings and salutations to
Aqa Mihdi, upon him be 96 [Baha’u’llah], and to all who serve
His Holiness.

The servant, on 8 Safar 1299.
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I submitted the expressions of mention, praise, gratitude and
thanksgiving which that honor had shown regarding the Sanc-
tuary. They showed infinite kindness. Aqa Mirza Shu’a’u’llah,
in evening and morn, in setting and dawning, in absence and
presence - nay, in all times and seasons and hours and minutes
- is engaged in mentioning, crying out and calling to mind that
honor. At all times a tablet is in his blessed hands; sometimes
he sayeth “This letter is from the honored Nazir written for
me,” and then in the sweetest melody he uttereth - that is, he
readeth what is in the letter - “Nazir” with a very prolonged ex-
tension, and “Karbila’i Mihdi and Fati.” At times with tablet
in hand he sayeth “I have written this letter to the honored
Nazir” and in another sweet tone he singeth. The point is that
most of his mention and thought is the mention and thought
of that honored one. There is no further opportunity to relate
in full the details of their kindness; the completion of that will
be in person, God willing.
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga) et al., in Iran
Date: 1299-02-09 [1881-Dec-31]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise be to Him Who has rent asunder the veils on the Day
of Return, Who has shattered the idols of vain imaginings in
the name of the Lord of all Days, and who has arisen to serve
the Cause in such wise that the might of the oppressors of
the earth - they who have adorned their heads with turbans
and have taken control of God’s servants in the name of their
Lord, the Creator of all things - could not deter him. They
would enter mosques and temples to make mention of God and
to recite what He had revealed unto His Beloved and Chosen
One. Yet when the horizon of the world was illumined and
there shone forth from it the Sun of His Most Great Name
- through which the Cause of every Prophet was established
and the Mission of every Messenger was fulfilled - they turned
away from Him, denied Him, cast His Cause behind their backs,
broke His Covenant, and perpetrated that which caused the
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atoms to lament and the Maids of Heaven to swoon in their
chambers.

By God! Through their deeds, the eyes of the denizens of the
most exalted Paradise and the supreme Heaven have shed tears.
They took pride in His Name amongst the people, yet after His
manifestation they visited upon Him that which the Kingdom
of Utterance is powerless to describe. They denied the Day
of God, whose mention had adorned the Books, the Psalms,
the Scrolls and the Tablets. This servant and all things bear
witness to their heedlessness, their ignorance and their error.
These are they against whom the word of punishment in the
Book has been fulfilled. Sufficient unto them is what God
hath revealed in the Qur’an: “And We had given them ears
and eyes and hearts; but their ears and eyes and hearts availed
them nothing, since they denied the signs of God; and that
which they had mocked at encompassed them.” They have
taken the book of their own selves and cast the Mother Book
behind their backs. By God! They are the idols, the sources of
superstition, the wellsprings of vain imaginings, and they are
the oppressors and pharaohs of the earth. They have clung to
self and passion, turning away from the Lord of all mankind,
relying upon their pens while turning away from what hath
been sent down from the Supreme Pen.

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou through Whose verses those in
the graves were stirred, and through the fragrance of Whose
raiment the Mountain was caused to soar when the Light shone
forth from the horizon of Revelation! I beseech Thee by the
lamp of Thy Cause and the waves of the ocean of Thy utter-
ance to aid Thy loved ones to make mention of Thee and to
praise Thee, and to arise to serve Thee. Then protect them, O
my God, through Thy power and might, from those who have
denied Thy truth, rejected Thy proof, and disputed Thy signs.
Then make them, O my God, the emblems of Thy victory
in Thy lands and the standards of Thy glory in Thy realms.
Furthermore, I beseech Thee, O Beloved of the world and the
Manifest One through the Most Great Name, to assist him
who hath turned toward Thy most exalted horizon and hath
arisen to serve Thy Cause amongst mankind. O Lord! Thou
seest him as one who aideth Thy Faith, who standeth firm on
Thy path, and who uttereth Thy Name amongst Thy servants.
Strengthen him with such confirmation that the conditions of
the world and the clamor of the nations will not hold him back.
Thou art He in Whose grasp are the reins of power and might,
and around Whose will revolve the Manifestations of grandeur
and authority. There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the
Most Exalted, the All-Powerful, the All-Seeing.
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And now, O beloved of my heart and desire of my soul, the
trilling of the bird of your utterance hath informed me, the
warbling of the nightingale of your praise hath attracted me,
and the wine of your remembrance hath intoxicated me in such
wise that I desired to soar on the wings of longing to a station
which God hath sanctified from the mention of all who dwell on
earth. When I attained and was blessed with the lights of the
Sun of Glory, I presented what was in your letter before Him
Who hath sent down the Mother Book through a movement
of His Most Exalted Pen in the kingdom of creation. And
after its contents were blessed by the hearing of the Lord of all
mankind, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke, saying, exalted be
His glory:

O Varqa! O thou who gazest toward the Most Exalted Horizon!
Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, Who art sanctified above my
mention and utterance and above that which Thy creatures

express in Thy kingdom and Thy servants speak in Thy land.

I thank Thee for having caused me to traverse the realms of
inner meaning until I reached its pole - the station which was
named the Luminous Spot and the White Land, and which

Thou didst name in another station the Land of Resurrection.

Therein didst Thou show me Thy Beauty and give me to drink
the choice wine of Thy utterance, and taught me that which
drew me away from myself and caused me to forget all else
but Thee. I beseech Thee by this supreme gift and this mighty
favor to preserve for me this most exalted station. Verily Thou
art the Lord of the latter and the former. This evanescent one
beareth witness, O my God, to Thy permanence, this weak
one to Thy power and might, and this poor and loving one to
the effulgences of the light of the Sun of Thy Beauty. Thou
art He Who, O my God, my Lord, my Support and my Desire,
through one letter of Thy most exalted Word, didst manifest
Thyself on Sinai’s Mount, whereupon the branches and leaves,
and beyond them the atoms, spoke as spoke the Tree on the

Mount of Knowledge from the presence of the All-Merciful.

And Thou didst manifest Thyself through another letter unto
the Kingdom of Utterance, whereupon the Torah, the Gospel
and the Qur’an were sent down. And through one drop from
the Euphrates of Thy mercy flowing from Thy Most Exalted
Pen hath appeared the Kawthar of life in all existence. Exalted
is Thy power and great is Thy sovereignty!

I beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the Quickening Pulse beating
in the body of the world through Thy Most Great Finger, to
draw me near unto Thee in all conditions and remind me of
the days wherein I drank the Kawthar of Thy reunion from the
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perspiration of Thy grace and bounty. Thou art He Who, O my
God, called me unto Thee and caused me to enter the pavilions
of Thy greatness and established me before Thy presence in
Thy service, remembrance and praise. O Lord! Thou seest and
knowest that my joy is in Thy remembrance and my turning
unto Thee, and my gladness in Thy grace and loving-kindness.
Send down, then, upon me from the clouds of Thy mercy that
which will cause me to smile in Thy days. Verily Thou art the
Possessor of bounty and bestowal, and within Thy grasp is the
kingdom of names. There is none other God but Thee, the
Omnipotent, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Blessed art thou, O beloved of my heart! Thou hast drunk the
water of loving-kindness and life from the cups of the favors of
my Beloved and thy Beloved and the Beloved of all who are in
the heavens and the earth, in such wise that the atoms should
say: “Blessed art thou and happy art thou, O thou who hast
attained unto this supreme grace!”

As to what thou didst write concerning that Mirza ‘Abdu’llah
had borne the troubles of that Beloved One and sought rec-
ompense - these matters were presented at the Most Holy and
Exalted Threshold. This is what the Tongue of God spoke, ex-
alted be His glory: “O Dove of the Lord of Names! My favors
concerning him have flowed from the Most Exalted Pen such
that nothing in the world can equal it. This is the essence of
recompense which hath been and is beloved in the presence of
God, exalted be His glory. But outward favors shall also reach
him, God willing. Give him the glad tidings of that which My
tongue hath spoken, and I am the Ordainer, the All-Wise.”

As for what thou didst write concerning the apple of thy eye,
Mirza Ruhu’llah, it was presented. This is what was revealed
from the Kingdom of Will and Utterance, exalted be His
grandeur: “O Dove! Thou shouldst recite in his right ear three
times: ‘Thou hast come by God’s command and appeared for
His remembrance and wast created for His service, the Mighty,
the Beloved! We mentioned him before when his [mother]
cried out, and at this time too, and I am the All-Bountiful,
the Manifest. Make mention on My behalf to his mother and
give her the glad tidings of that which the Wronged One hath
spoken in His mighty prison.”

Know that concerning what you wrote about certain prayers
and supplications that have been revealed with ‘make him’ (va
aj’alahu), whether it would be considered alteration if recited
as ‘make me’ (va aj’alni) which refers to the speaker - it is
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submitted that this is not an alteration and both forms are
permissible. Similarly, regarding the blessed words “Say: O
God” and “Say: Praise be to God,” both the omission and in-
clusion of the word “Say” are correct. However, its inclusion is
preferred due to the nobility of the blessed word which has is-
sued from the mouth of the Lord of Oneness, while its omission
is permitted as it makes more evident the station of servitude
and dedication in this regard.

Concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ghulam-
‘Ali, upon him be Baha’u’llah, and the extent of his acceptance,
steadfastness, sincerity and service - this detail was submitted
before the Divine Throne. He, exalted be His grandeur, said:
“Praise be to God, he is aflame with the fire of love and adorned
with the light of recognition. The Kawthar of reunion, which is
the most precious of the world’s jewels and more exalted than
the water of life - praise be to God, he hath attained unto its
preservation and manifested its fruit. God willing, may these
effects be ever manifest from him. Blessed is the soul that hath
attained His presence and hath arisen as befitteth this station.
From this station We send Our greetings upon him and upon
My loved ones there who have cast away the world and taken
hold of that which they were commanded by God, the Lord of
eternity.”

And concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Aqga Yusuf (from
the people of Naraq), upon him be Baha’u’llah, it was submit-
ted before the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence. This is what
was revealed from the heaven of the will of our All-Wise Lord:

5 He is the Most Great, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

O Yusuf! The Wronged One remembereth thee with such an
accent that were all existence, both seen and unseen, to hear it,
they would assuredly abandon life and immortality, hastening
to the place of sacrifice in this Path, which, when it appeared,
the Straight Path proclaimed: “The Promised One hath come
with His manifest, clear, and evident Path!” By God! Thou
wert created for this Day, that I might circle round this Path
and announce before it unto the people this Revelation, con-
cerning which God took a covenant from the Prophets and
Messengers. O Yusuf! The garment hath been stirred by the
breeze of thy Lord’s will, whereby the divine breeze hath wafted
over all lands and the fragrance of the All-Merciful hath been
diffused throughout the heavens and the earth. We made men-
tion of thee before, and at this time when the Wronged One
is established upon the throne of His Great Name. We coun-
sel thee and those who have believed to that which causeth
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the sun of virtues to shine forth from the horizon of a pure
heart. O My loved ones! Aid the All-Merciful through goodly
deeds - this is a word We have revealed in numerous Tablets,
as beareth witness He Who hath spoken in every instance that
there is none other God but Me, the All-Commanding, the All-
Knowing. Glory be upon the people of Baha who have drunk
the wine of immortality from the cup of the bounty of their
Lord, the Generous.

7 God willing, may all attain to that which is befitting. The

essence of the world is seen speaking with one tongue, crying
out at the highest pitch “The Lord of Heaven hath come!”, yet
none attaineth unto hearing save whom God willeth. Strange
that one should himself speak yet himself be heedless. Glory
be unto Him Who hath commanded me to silence and to veil
His mighty and glorious Cause, even though revelation hath
reached such a degree that tongues and pens are powerless to
describe it. Again, glory be unto Him Who hath appeared and
revealed what He desired, and spoken and caused all things
to speak that He is the Omnipotent, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. The Sun of Truth is manifest in the utmost
brilliance and the Divine Lamp shineth with perfect radiance,
yet all remain veiled and deprived. This evanescent servant
beseecheth, and do ye also beseech, that He may heal through
the medicine of His grace the chronic diseases of the people
which have afflicted them through ignorance. Verily He is the
Healer, the Wise. Praise be to God, for He is the Omnipotent,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Concerning what you wrote about Aga ‘Ali-Muhammad, son
of Haji Ahmad-i-Milani, upon them be the glory of God -
what you had requested was specially granted for him and sent
through his brothers. At this moment when this servant is en-
gaged in writing this letter, the Most Great Branch - may my
spirit, my being, and my essence be a sacrifice for the dust of
His most pure footsteps - is not present, having gone to the
outskirts of this city. God willing, after His return and when
I attain His presence, this evanescent servant will show to His
blessed sight the new writing which you had sent, and I will
present whatever you had written.

As for your mention of Aga Faraj Aga and his degrees of sincer-
ity, God willing may he ever be assisted to serve the Beloved
of all creation and be confirmed in His praise and glorification.
Regarding what was inquired about the trust, it arrived com-
plete and perfect. The servant beareth witness to this, and
behind him He Who created him, fashioned him, and caused
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him to speak His beautiful praise. And since you mentioned
him, and this servant also wished that mention of him be made
in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, therefore these de-
tails were presented before His countenance on the seventh
night of the month of Safar, and these manifest verses and per-
fect words were revealed from the heaven of grace. His word,
exalted be His glory:

He is the Manifest, the Hidden

O Faraj! We have mentioned thee before with a mention that
all the books of the world cannot equal. Verily thy Lord is
He Who keepeth count, the All-Knowing. Rejoice in that
thou hast been mentioned time after time, and the face of the
Wronged One hath turned toward thee from this mighty Prison.
Wert thou to discover what hath been ordained for thee from
My Most Exalted Pen, thou wouldst soar upon the wings of
joy and ecstasy in this atmosphere from whose rushing winds is
heard what the Manifestation heard on Sinai. Verily thy Lord
is the True One, the Trustworthy. Blessed art thou for having
turned and heard the call of God when it was raised betwixt
earth and heaven. By My life! All that eyes see and minds
comprehend shall perish, but there shall endure for thee what
hath been revealed from this Perspicuous Pen. Say: Praise
be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast enabled me to turn to Thy
horizon, caused me to hear Thy call, and adorned me with
the ornament of certitude while the divines of the age were
in grievous doubt. Be content with what hath been ordained
for thee, and steadfast in this Cause which, when it appeared,
caused the feet of the mature to slip.

We make mention of him who was named Muhammad, who
traversed land and sea until he attained the Most Great Sea
upon this shore wherefrom was raised the call of the Prophets
and Messengers. He presented himself and stood before the
Gate, heard the call of the Wronged One, and drank from the
hand of His bounty the choice sealed wine. Thus have We made
mention of him as a token of Our grace, for verily I am the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. The glory rest upon thee
and upon him and upon whosoever hath inhaled this mighty,
wondrous fragrance.

Indeed, His Excellency Haji Aqa Muhammad attained the pres-
ence and was honored with the glory of meeting, and time after
time outside the prison land he was blessed with that which
was intended, namely visiting the Beloved of the worlds.

And concerning what was written about His Excellency Haji
Ali Asghar and his pupil, upon them be the glory of God, after
being presented, the Sun of favor dawned and the Most Great,
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Most Holy Tablet was revealed. God willing, they shall be
blessed with its honor. His word, exalted be His grandeur:

In My Name, the Hearing, the All-Seeing

The Lord of Eternity hath appeared,
yet the peoples remain veiled from Him. The Sun of Truth
hath risen, yet eyes are deprived of beholding it. The river of
mercy floweth, yet the people are forbidden therefrom. The
Most Exalted Pen moveth and speaketh, yet all are heedless of
its sound save whom God willeth. Whosoever today hath at-
tained the recognition of the Lord of existence is among those
souls whose mention was recorded by the divine Pen in previ-
ous Books. Give thanks to the Beloved of the worlds that He
enabled thee to accept His grace and bounty. All the peoples
of the world, whether learned ones, mystics or rulers, eagerly
longed for this most mighty, most luminous Day, yet when the
Sun of Manifestation shone forth and the Call was raised, they
failed to turn and hearken. The greatest cause that held back
the peoples were and are the divines of the age. The Messenger
lamenteth on account of the oppression of those heedless souls,
while those foolish ones remain absorbed in and delighted with
their own vain imaginings. The heedlessness of these souls hath
caused the heedlessness of the world, and their tyranny hath
occasioned the tyranny of the nations. However, the Finger of
Power shall rend asunder the veils, as indeed it hath done.

 And We make mention of Muhammad before Husayn that he

may rejoice in the remembrance of God, the Protecting, the
Self-Subsisting. God willing, mayest thou be adorned with
the ornament of trustworthiness and manifest divine qualities.
Praiseworthy attributes are as lights for the horizon of the
heaven of man. Whosoever attaineth unto them, his light shall
shine and his relationship to God, exalted be His glory, shall
become evident and manifest. God willing, may all attain to
that which causeth the exaltation of the Cause. Verily, He
ordaineth that whereby the station of man is exalted in the
contingent world. To this testifieth every fair-minded, perceiv-
ing one.

Praise be to God that the fresh divine table and the endur-
ing, eternal bounty descendeth and floweth continuously from
the heaven of oneness. Should anyone reflect even slightly, he
would become aware of the ocean of the compassion of God,
exalted be His glory. Night and day the tongue of grandeur
is occupied with the mention of His friends and speaketh to
counsel His enemies. He hath invited all the peoples of the
world to the most exalted horizon with utmost kindness and
mercy. However, blessed is he who hath heard and turned, and
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woe unto the heedless. And praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.

And concerning what thou didst mention about the son of
his excellency who ascended unto God, who was named Rida,
the Spirit in the Book of Names, it was presented and this
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed for him from the
heaven of the will of the Beloved of all creation. His word,
exalted be His grandeur:

In My Name, the One Who Shineth from the Horizon of Ut-
terance

This is a Remembrance revealed by the All-Merciful for one
who has turned to His Face on a day when the world’s unity
was shattered and lamentation rose between the heavens and
earth, that he may rejoice in My remembrance, which God has
made the choice wine of life for all creation, the Most Great
Spirit among the nations, and the supreme gift to humanity.
FExalted is the Lord of Religions Who has come from the heaven
of grace with manifest justice.

O Hadi! We sent forth the Qaim, but all the divines of the
age denied Him, save those whom God, the Lord of the worlds,
willed. When successive years had passed, We manifested Our
Self with Our Name, the Self-Subsisting, yet the people turned
away until they pronounced judgment against Us with such
tyranny as caused the Faithful Spirit to lament. They seized
Us time after time and imprisoned Us repeatedly - once in the
land of Ta, again in Mim, yet again in Ta, and in the Land of
Mystery, and in this Great Prison. In all these circumstances
We give thanks to God and have accepted what befell Us at
the hands of those who were heedless of God, the Almighty,
the Powerful.

We make mention of thy father, through whom the lips of
mystical knowledge smiled throughout all possibility and who
attained the presence of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
We have remembered him in such wise as nothing on earth can
equal, and We remember him throughout the everlasting do-
minion of the kingdom, for We are indeed the Compassionate,
the Generous.

O Rida! Rejoice that the Lord of Names makes mention of
thee from the prison with such remembrance as draws to it the
Concourse on High, the dwellers of Paradise, and those who
circle round the Throne at morn and eventide. Blessed is he
who turns to thee and visits thee, as ordained by My Most
Exalted Pen, and stands before thy noble resting place. Thou
art he who turned to God’s horizon and set thy face toward
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Him on a day when every heedless and remote soul turned
away.

The first remembrance uttered by the tongue of the Ancient
of Days among the nations is upon thee, O thou who speaks
in remembrance of God and who has turned thy face to Him
after the passing of all things. I bear witness that thou didst
drink the sealed wine from the hand of His Name, the Self-
Subsisting, cast vain imaginings behind thee, and took firm
hold of certitude through the power proceeding from God, the
Strong, the Mighty, the Glorious, the Praiseworthy. Blessed
art thou, for thy head hath been adorned with the crown of
acceptance and thy temple with the ornament of God’s favor
in His wondrous Day. Glory and remembrance and spirit and
peace and the fragrant breezes wafting from the garment of
thy Lord’s mercy be upon thee, O thou who hast attained the
favor of thy Lord when He came with manifest sovereignty.

36 As to thy mention of the people of Saysan and the enkindled

souls, God willing, may they all attain His grace. This prayer
has now been answered. A most mighty and holy Tablet has
been revealed specifically for those accepted and assured souls,
who have previously also been blessed with divine Tablets. His
word, exalted be His glory and majesty:

7 In the Name of the All-Seeing, the Peerless One

I announce to the beloved ones of Saysan glad tidings through
the bounty of the All-Merciful. All are and have been beneath
the gaze of His grace and have taken up their abode in the
shadow of the lofty divine Tree. Reflect upon God’s bounty:
the divines of the world who counted themselves the most
learned, knowledgeable, understanding and exalted among all
peoples have not attained to a drop from the ocean of utter-
ance nor been honored with mention before the All-Merciful.
Yet those souls have, through God’s grace - exalted be His
glory - attained to such a station that the Supreme Pen in
the Most Great Prison is engaged in their mention. Exalted
be this most high and resplendent station, and exalted be this
most great and sublime mention! Who can fulfill the obliga-
tion of gratitude to God? By the Sun of Truth that shineth
from the horizon of this Prison, if a soul possessed tongues
numbering as the atoms and offered praise and thanksgiving
from the beginning that hath no beginning to the end that
hath no end, it would not equal a single “O My servant” issu-
ing from the Dayspring of utterance. And now the tongue of
the All-Merciful speaketh “O My loved ones in Saysan.” God
willing, may all regard this station as mighty and strive to be-
come aware of its greatness. And if they truly attain to this
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station, they will find themselves detached from the world and
all therein.

O friends! The Beloved of all creation maketh mention of you
and hath designated for each one a station in the Kingdom of
grace. Rejoice in what God announceth unto you. He is verily
the Forgiving, the Merciful. We have mentioned you before
in verses which none hath comprehended save God, the Num-
berer, the All-Knowing. We bid you observe wisdom and guide
you to His straight path. Hold fast to the cord of wisdom and
deal with the servants lest the clamor of those who are heed-
less of My mighty Cause be raised. The glory be upon you and
upon My handmaidens there who have heard and responded
to that which hath been raised from My luminous horizon.

That which was revealed aforetime specifically for the friends
of God in Saysan is such that its fragrance shall never be cut
off from the world. Praise be to God, the cloud of bounty
is raised up in such wise that it encompasseth every atom,
how much more those souls who have turned to God and are
at peace, who have drunk from the chalice of certitude and
attained the station of assurance. They have a station with
their Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. This servant, with
the utmost humility and contrition, conveyeth his greetings to
each one of them as an expression of his sincerity toward them
and proclamation of his love for them.

As to what was written regarding the mention of the friends
of God and their gathering in the house of Aqga Muhammad
Hasan - upon them and upon him be the glory of God - these
matters were presented before the Beloved of the worlds. This
most mighty and holy Tablet hath risen and shone forth from
the horizon of the will of the Lord of Oneness specifically for
those souls and the owner of that house. God willing, may
they be illumined by its lights and drink from the ocean of its
meanings. He is verily the All-Bountiful, the Generous. His
word - exalted be His grandeur:

In My Name, the Expositor, the All-Knowing

The Tongue of Grandeur gives glad tidings to those who have
gathered for the remembrance of God and have drunk, in His
name, from the Kawthar of praise. These are sincere servants
upon whom the denizens of the supreme Paradise pray, and
behind whom stand the near-stationed angels. Blessed is the
ear that has attained to the hearing of My verses and blessed
the house wherein My forbidden remembrance is raised. We
created the servants for My remembrance, My praise and the
service of My Cause; yet when I manifested My Self, they
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turned away from Me, save whom God, the Sovereign, the Self-
Subsisting, willed. O loved ones of the All-Merciful! Arise for
remembrance and praise in such wise that the world shall not
withhold you. Thus doth the Lord of Names make mention of
you. He, verily, is the Compassionate, the Mighty, the Loving.
Rejoice in that ye have been mentioned in the presence of the
Wronged One and in that this irrevocable Book hath been sent
down unto you. Glory be upon you and upon those whom the
might of the divines hath not deterred from God, the Lord of
all that was and that shall be.

The names of those assured souls whom you mentioned and
who were present in that house for the remembrance of God
were submitted, and each, by God’s grace and favor, attained
His true bounties. He giveth and withholdeth, and He is the
Omnipotent, the All-Powerful. Moreover, praise and thanks
be to God that mention hath been and is being made of J.B,
upon him be the Glory of God. The gaze of favor is directed
towards him. In these days, this evanescent one repeatedly
heard mention of him from the Tongue of Grandeur. God will-
ing, may he be assisted in accordance with the wisdom sent
down. The servant beareth witness that he hath attained to
turning unto God, to His love, His service, His remembrance
and His praise, and assuredly they shall attain the recompense
of these deeds. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Forgiv-
ing, the Generous, the Benevolent, the Merciful, the Bestower,
the Compassionate, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

5 And in another letter you mentioned the elevated Jinab-

i-Dhabih, upon him be the Glory of God and His mercy.
A special Tablet was revealed for Aga Mirza Ghulam-‘Ali,
upon him be the Glory of God, wherein mention of him who
ascended flowed from the Supreme Pen. May he ever be and
continue to be the recipient of God’s favors. His word, exalted
be His grandeur:

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

7 The inner meanings have soared for a thousand years to attain

to the station of this Word which the Tongue of God, the
Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting, hath uttered. The Spirit hath
soared through centuries which none can reckon save God, to
visit this Body that walketh in the Supreme Paradise which
hath been named, by the Tongue of God, the Lord of the seen
and unseen, as the Most Great Prison. God hath testified unto
His own Self that He hath appeared in truth and speaketh
in this Castle wherein all matters have been confined to the
mention of this Most Great Remembrance through which the
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great terror hath appeared in the world and every heedless and
veiled one hath lamented.

O servant! The Lord of all beings makes mention of thee and
calls to thy remembrance the time when thou didst stand be-
fore His presence at the gate which was opened by the finger of
might unto all who are in the heavens and on earth. Thus does
the Ancient Beauty speak from this exalted station. Look thou
and remember when thou didst hear the call of thy Lord, and
He conversed with thee with loving-kindness and grace. Ver-
ily thy Lord is the Mighty, the Loving. We make mention of
thy father who attained the ornament of certitude and testified
to that which God had testified, and uttered that which was
inscribed in the Preserved Tablet. We bear witness that he
hesitated not in this Cause, and when he heard the call from
the direction of his Lord, the Lord of Names, he said: “Here
am I, here am I, O God of the seen and unseen!” He heard
and responded and submitted when the Command came to
him from the Dawning-Place of the revelation of his Lord, the
Lord of existence. We have adorned the heaven of his heart
with the luminary of My love, the Mighty, the Beloved. He
attained the pure wine when Iraq was Our Greatest Scene. He
took and drank in My Blessed Name, the Mighty, the Inacces-
sible. Once he attained in Iraq and again when the heedless
expelled Us from the Land of Mystery. Thus does the Ancient
Beauty speak before the face of the world, but most of the
people understand not.

O Dhabih! Thy Lord makes mention of thee and of what be-
fell thee in this path wherein the Guide Himself was guided
by what was attributed to God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. T testify that thou didst believe in God when He
appeared with the truth, and neither the veils of learning nor
the imaginings of those who denied God, the Lord of the worlds,
held thee back. Thou didst cast away what was with the people
and took what was with God, thy Lord and the Lord of the glo-
rious throne. Thou didst turn away from the people, turning
unto My Self-Subsisting Name, and abandoned all else in thy
longing for the presence of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
Thou art he whom neither the howling of wolves frightened nor
the barking of those who turned away from the truth, clinging
to their vain imaginings - verily they are in manifest loss.

O Dhabih! The Goal of the world has turned toward thee and
makes mention of thee with that which quickeneth every moul-
dering bone. He remembers thee and remembers thy days and
what thou didst utter on this mighty, wondrous path. Thou
art he who took hold of the Book with the power of thy Lord
and cast aside the book of the wicked in the lowest depths of
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hell. Thou art he who acknowledged what God had acknowl-
edged and drank the wine of steadfastness on a day wherein the
limbs of all names trembled and all who dwell in the kingdom
of creation were shaken. Verily thy Lord is the Rememberer,
the Compassionate, the Generous. Thou didst hear for God’s
sake the taunts of every oppressor and didst bear from the
aggressors that which caused every just and discerning one to
weep. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who draws nigh unto
thee and makes mention of thee with that which the Most
Great Remembrance hath uttered, through whose name the
gate of heaven was opened and the sea of names surged and
the fragrance of God, the Forgiving, the Merciful, was wafted.
The peace that shone forth from the horizon of the Abode of
Peace and the glory that dawned and gleamed from the horizon
of eternity be upon thee and upon him who speaks in remem-
brance and praise of thee and visits thy grave, by the command
of a mighty and powerful Ordainer.

Is there any tongue in the world worthy of thanksgiving or
deserving of praise? Even if all the oceans with their waves,
the whole world with its winds, the trees with their branches
and leaves and fruits, the earth with its grass and all that is
upon it of hills and mountains and thickets, and the heavens
with all that is therein of suns and stars and moons, were
to speak in praise of the Beloved of all horizons, they would
surely confess their shortcoming and acknowledge their failure
to attain. Not an atom’s weight of deeds is lost or will be lost
in the Most Holy Court.

O beloved of my heart! Reflect upon the oceans of mercy,
compassion and bounty of God, exalted be His glory. If a
soul has uttered or utters one word for the sake of God, its
recompense has been and will be recorded by the Supreme
Pen in the most excellent manner. There are many matters
which this servant, due to lack of permission, has veiled. One
of the mirrors of divine knowledge is the manifestation of the
Name “Swift to Account.” God is Most Great! The mention of
this station is most mighty and great. That mirror, moment by
moment, reflects the movements, stillness, utterances, gestures,
signs and manifestations of the world.

At one time, out of pure grace, this evanescent servant was
summoned to His presence, and by His command, less than
that was revealed to this servant - I was nearly struck with
thunderous awe. This word is not of suppositions and imag-
inings, but rather is the manifestation of the countenance of
certitude. There is no power nor strength except through Him.
What more can be said of the mirrors above that? All matters
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are in the grasp of His power and dependent upon His leave,
His will and His desire. This evanescent servant beseeches God,
exalted be His glory, not to leave him to himself in any condi-
tion and to keep him steadfast through His grace. Verily, He
is my Protector in this world and the next.

Praise be to God! All that your honor sought from the Goal
of the worlds was granted, one after another. This is attested
by what was revealed concerning him whose mention you de-
sired, from God, the Single, the All-Informed. That beloved
one should convey to His Honor Aqa Mirza Ghulam-*Ali, upon
him be the Glory of God, and to those who have ascended,
what has been revealed. The mention of glorification from this
evanescent one to them is dependent upon the grace of that
beloved one. And concerning what you wrote about His Honor
Aga Muhammad-Rida, upon him be the Glory of God, son of
him who circumambulated the Throne and attained the pres-
ence - the Kawthar of reunion in numbered months - blessed
be he and may it be wholesome unto him! The Tongue of
Grandeur has testified to his humility and submissiveness be-
fore God, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. These details
were presented in the presence of Him from Whose knowledge
nothing is hidden, and these wondrous, sublime, decisive and
comprehensive verses were revealed from the horizon of grace
of the King of Oneness. His word, exalted be His grandeur:

In the name of the One, the Seeing God

The lights of the Manifestation have encompassed the world
to such an extent that every stone of Sinai cries out with the
same cry as did the Burning Bush, yet the people of the earth
have not succeeded in hearing it, save for a few souls who
have drunk of the wine of immortality in the name of Baha
and have become purified and cleansed from the dust of the
world. Every person of insight in the past has been occupied
with the mention of this most exalted, most mighty, most holy
Day, beseeching from God, exalted be His glory, the blessing
of attaining His presence. But since the understanding of the
people and their power of recognition were tainted with idle
fancies and vain imaginings, they remained deprived of the
Dawning Place of the hidden Mystery and the treasured Secret,
and were forbidden from the lights of the Sun of certitude.

Give thanks to the Beloved of the world that He assisted
thee to turn unto a Cause from which the learned of the age
have turned away. Blessed are they whom the might of the
Pharaohs—namely, the divines—did not prevent from the most
pure wine, nor deprive of the most great prospect. Remember
those days when the Exalted Name was circumambulating
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and engaged in service. Blessed be he and his days. Verily, he
did not violate God’s Covenant and His Testament. He was
recorded by the Pen of Command as one of the faithful. Be
not grieved by the world and its conflicts and conditions. That
which endureth not is unworthy of mention and attention.
God willing, strive after that which is worthy and befitting.
Great is this Day and mighty His Cause. Not every blind one
is capable of beholding, nor every deaf one worthy of hearing.
Know thou the value of the station thou hast attained, and
preserve it in the name of the Preserver. Blessed is he
who remaineth steadfast in this mighty Cause. We have
mentioned thee before, and thy father. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Generous. Glory be upon thee and upon
those who have preceded others in recognizing God, the Lord
of this luminous Day.

Praise be to God! The Sun of loving-kindness hath risen, and
He hath bestowed upon each of the friends and loved ones who
are turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon a portion and
share of His light. He is verily the All-Bountiful, the Generous,
the Bestower, the Munificent.

As to their request for permission to visit—in these days this
land is somewhat disturbed, and this inner turmoil was previ-
ously revealed from the Most Exalted Pen and foretold. He
is verily the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Therefore, turn-
ing hither is not permitted. The Command is in His hands.
He writeth for whomsoever He willeth the reward of attaining
His presence. He is the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Wise.
This evanescent one conveyeth greetings and salutations to the
one mentioned, upon him be the glory of God, and beseecheth
God that he may ever be found in the gathering of the people
of Baha with a luminous countenance and an illumined heart,
giving voice to the praise of the peerless Friend.

As regards what you wrote about Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-i-Milani,
who attained permission and returned with permission - in
truth he is enkindled with the fire of the love of God. A few
days ago, this evanescent one heard mention of him from the
blessed tongue of the Truth, exalted be His glory. The servant
testifies that he attained the presence and drank the wine of
immortality. Blessed is he for what he drank, and blessed am
I for mentioning him out of love for God, our Lord and your
Lord, our Beloved and your Beloved, and the Beloved of all
who are in the heavens and the earth. Some time ago, a Most
Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was specifically revealed and sent
to him, that it might bring joy to the eyes of the people in the
cities of names who have held fast to the cord of the favor of
their Lord, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious.
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As for the aforementioned one’s request for mention and favor
from the Truth, exalted be His glory, on behalf of Jinab-i-Aqa
Muhammad Ja’far and Aqa Muhammad Husayn and his sister
- this request was granted by the True Desired One, may the
spirit of all in the kingdom of command and creation be sacri-
ficed for Him. Verily He is the Answerer of every supplicant,
the Giver to every seeker, the Helper of every weak one, the
Haven of every stranger, and the Goal of every wayfarer.

2 This is what was sent down from the Kingdom of Utterance to

him who was named Muhammad Ja’far. His word, exalted be
His grandeur:

In My Most Holy, Most Glorious Name

This is a Book sent down by the All-Bountiful to him who an-
swered his Lord when He came with the truth to guide all to
His straight path. Verily He has appeared with grace and man-
ifested with justice what He desired. He is, in truth, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Those who have heard and responded,
they are indeed of the people of this noble scene. The Con-
course on High pray for them and those who circle round the
will of their Lord, the All-Informed.

5 How many a servant has attained this most exalted station,

and how many a servant has denied and turned away from God,
the One, the Single, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Blessed art
thou, O Ja’far, for having desired to drink the most pure wine
from the hand of the Lord of Destiny, Who speaks from His
most great scene: “Verily there is no God but Me, the Manifest,
the Speaking, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.”

When thou dost find My fragrance from My utterance and the
wine of My verses intoxicates thee, turn thy face toward My
prison and say:

“I testify that Thou hast manifested what was hidden in the
treasury of the Unseen, and made clear what was concealed
in knowledge and inscribed in the Books of God, the Lord of
the worlds. My spirit be a sacrifice for Thy prison, O Thou
Wronged One, the Stranger. My soul be a sacrifice for Thy
sorrow, O Thou Who hast borne hardships in Thy straight
path. I beseech Thee to assist me to be steadfast in this Cause
whereby the feet of the mystics have slipped. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.”

And this is what was sent down from the Heaven of Proof to
him who was named Muhammad Husayn. His word, exalted
be His majesty:

In My Name, the One Who Rules over all names
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The Book hath been sent down by the Lord of the Throne
and of earth unto him who hath turned unto the Dayspring
of Revelation, that he may rejoice and be of them that are
thankful. O Muhammad-Qabl-i-Husayn! Hearken unto the
call of the Wronged One, from Whom His servants have turned
away and against Whom every remote scholar hath objected.
He calleth at all times them that are in the contingent world
unto the All-Merciful, yet most of the people are in manifest
error. They have cast their God behind their backs, turning
instead unto those who have followed without any clear proof
from God, the Lord of all worlds. Grieve not at anything,
place thy trust in all matters in the Strong, the Almighty. He
is with those who have believed - He witnesseth and seeth, and
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Not a thing escapeth His
knowledge, nor can the power of the mighty weaken Him. He
is, verily, the Omnipotent, the Almighty.

O people of Baha! Abandon that which leadeth you to ex-
tinction. Take the cup of immortality in My Most Generous
Name. Thus have We illumined the horizon of the Book with
the mention of God, the Lord of all men, and have sent down
that which delighteth the eyes of them that are nigh. Glory be
upon the people of Baha, who have not broken God’s Covenant
and His Testament, and who have been so inebriated with the
choice wine of their Lord’s utterance that they have cast the
world and its peoples behind their backs, turning unto the
ocean of light in this Revelation, at whose appearance all faces
prostrated themselves before God, the Lord of all worlds.

And this is what was sent down from the Kingdom of Grace
to His sister:

In the name of the Beloved of all worlds

O handmaiden of God! If thou didst know the value of this
blessed word, thou wouldst forsake the world out of joy and
occupy thyself with the mention of the Peerless One. How
many kings and queens of the world who, throughout the nights
and days, beseeched God, exalted be His glory, to grant them
the presence of the Dawning-Place of His verses, yet remained
deprived of Him on the day of His appearance. They neither
perceived the fragrance of His raiment nor hearkened unto His
call, returning to their abodes in complete heedlessness.

O handmaiden of God! Thy mention hath been made in the
Most Holy Court, and the Wronged One of the horizons hath
remembered thee with these brilliant words. Know thou thy
station and recognize the rank of this Cause, and beseech God,
exalted be His glory, at all times to adorn thee with the or-
nament of steadfastness and to keep thee sanctified and pure
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from the doubts and allusions of the people. Verily thy Lord
is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth, and in His
grasp are the reins of all who are in the kingdoms of creation.
He is, verily, the Overseer, the Omnipotent, the Almighty.

Furthermore, let that beloved one convey these Tablets in
whatever manner he deemeth advisable, that they may be-
come the cause of joy, tranquility and steadfastness. Verily,
He guideth whom He willeth unto His presence, the Mighty,
the Wondrous, and sendeth down for whomsoever He willeth
that which draweth him nigh unto Him, and He is the Forgiv-
ing, the Generous. All the letters of that beloved one, adorned
with supplications to God, glorified and exalted be He, reached
the Most Holy and Most Glorious Court, and all that was re-
quested was presented before the Presence of the Desired One
of all worlds. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur hath spo-
ken, exalted be His majesty:

O Varqa! O you who speak in praise of the Lord of Names!
Give praise to the Beloved of the worlds, in that you have
attained to that which was the purpose of the world’s existence.
You have heard and turned to God and won the presence of
God, the Lord of the worlds. All existence is for this: that souls
might attain to the word of acceptance from the Supreme Pen.
With a hundred thousand tongues must thanks be rendered
for your attainment to this station. Preserve this bounty and
be of the thankful ones. The glances of God’s favor have been
and will ever be directed towards you.

God willing, you shall at all times achieve that which He loves
and with which He is well-pleased. Convey My greetings to
the friends of God in every land and place you visit, and make
them aware of what befits this Most Holy and Most Luminous
Day, that perchance the doubts and imaginings of the divines
and the world’s distractions may not withhold God’s loved
ones from the Most Pure Nectar. We enjoin upon all goodly
deeds and spiritual qualities, that the fragrance of deeds may
enlighten the world and reveal the purpose of the appearance
of the True One, exalted be His glory, and likewise that the fra-
grance of virtues may gladden and bring joy to the Concourse
on High. Say: Today the Tree of Fire is ablaze, speaking, and
manifest at the heart of the seas. Strive that you may not be
deprived of the lights of His manifestation. Man must not be
seen as inferior to dry kindling—a single flame can set alight
a whole wilderness of wood, yet now an entire world of fire
appears before all faces, and an ocean of light is manifest and
visible from the light of His countenance. Hearken to the call
of the Peerless Friend and with perfect steadfastness and certi-
tude hold fast to His mention, praise, and the teaching of His
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Cause, which is the greatest of all deeds. In all circumstances
you must be mindful of wisdom. O Warqa! O you who circle
round Me, who gaze upon My face and speak My praise! We,
from this station, send Our greetings and peace upon you and
upon those who hearken to your words concerning the Cause
of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

In regard to what you had mentioned concerning the honored
Aqa Mirza Mihdi and Aga Mirza Sulayman, upon them be the
glory of God, this is what God hath revealed for him who is
named Mihdi, upon him be Baha’u’llah:

He it is who rideth upon the Clouds

Glorified be He Who hath manifested whatsoever He desired
and made known unto all His clear and straight pathway, and
guided His servants unto the Dayspring of knowledge, and sent
down for them that whereby the fragrance of divine recogni-
tion hath been diffused throughout all creation. Verily, He is
the Ancient Revealer, the Speaker of Sinai Who calleth and
summoneth mankind unto that which He willeth. And I am
the Ruler over whatsoever I desire.

O Mihdi! Glorify the Name of thy Lord, then make mention
of Him with the supplications of the sincere ones. Blessed
are they who have humbled themselves before the verses of
their Lord, and well is it with thee for having quaffed from the
Kawthar of My love, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Verily, We
made mention of thee aforetime, and in this luminous Tablet.
Be thou steadfast in the Cause and eloquent in this Most Great
Name. Blessed art thou and thy father who sought the Object
of his quest and ascended unto God, the Lord of all the worlds.
We were present at the time of his ascension, and We are the
Hearer, the Answerer. Beware lest the affairs of the people
sadden thee. Place thy trust in all matters upon the True
One, the Sovereign of this Impregnable Day. We shall confirm
thee in the service of the Cause and enable thee to achieve that
which thou hast purposed in the days of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Upon thee be glory, and upon every sincere
soul who turneth towards Him with uprightness. End.

And this is what the All-Merciful hath revealed for him who
is named Sulayman — He speaketh, exalted be His grandeur:

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

5 O Sulayman! The days draw near to their end, and the people

of the earth are seen to be in manifest heedlessness and evident
error. The tongue of morn speaketh “The Truth hath come,”
and the Day proclaimeth “I am the Day of God,” and all things
declare “The Mother Book hath been sent down.” Few are the
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ears that attain unto the call, and few the hearts that are
adorned with the love of God, the Lord of Names. Morning
and evening, the peoples of the earth, of diverse faiths, turn to
mosques, temples, shrines and churches for the remembrance
of God, yet remain heedless of Him Who is remembered. The
One remembered standeth before their eyes, yet they remain
veiled and recognize Him not. They hear, yet comprehend
not. All this heedlessness and error and ignorance that hath
encompassed the world - its primary cause hath been and is the
divines of the earth, for they have devised vain imaginings and
through countless wiles and promptings have instilled these
into the minds of the ignorant of the earth. So long as these
imaginings persist, they remain deprived of the splendors of the
Sun of certitude. Thus both they and their hapless followers
are forbidden the outpouring grace and deprived of that which
profiteth them. Were the rulers of the earth truly obedient to
these heedless souls, the Truth and its evidences would not be
found in the world save with those souls who are sanctified from
the doubts, veils and imaginings of men. They are honored in
the name of Truth, yet in the abasement of Truth they cling to
diverse means. Would that they were content with this! Nay,
by My life! Every possessor of insight witnesseth the traces of
the oppression of those heedless ones.

Blessed is the learned one who hath recognized Him Who is
the Known. Strange that despite such deeds, they reject the
divines of other lands and regions, counting themselves the
saviors, guides, most learned and most God-fearing. Perdition
betide them and those who follow them without proof, evi-
dence, testimony or sign! O Sulayman! Praise the Beloved of
all creation, Who aided thee to recognize this bounty the like
of which heaven hath not witnessed nor earth borne. Rejoice
thou and be of the thankful. Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.

7 These two most holy, most exalted Tablets were revealed from

the heaven of favor for two brothers. God willing, may they
attain His presence, perceive their fragrance, and arise to ac-
complish that which God hath willed.

s At one time this exalted word shone forth from the Dayspring

of the Kingdom of utterance - exalted be His glory:

The essence of knowledge hath appeared as a bird, singing be-
tween earth and heaven this most exalted word in the sweetest
of melodies: “O people of the world! Set aside your wishes and
desires, and take what God, your Beloved and your Goal, hath
willed.”
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May God grant that all the friends, chosen ones and pure ones
of God attain to this most exalted station.

Concerning what thou didst write about Aqa Mirza
Muhammad-Taqi, upon him be the Glory of God, men-
tion of him and his circumstances were submitted in the
Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Glorious Presence. A Tablet
hath dawned from the horizon of grace. God willing, may he
attain unto its presence and be sustained by the Kawthar of
the utterance of the All-Merciful. His words, exalted be His
grandeur:

2 In the Name of the Peerless Friend

Today the teaching of God’s Cause is the greatest of all deeds
and ever shall be, but it must be done with such wisdom as has
been decreed by the Most Exalted Pen. The Truth, exalted be
His glory, hath appeared for the reformation of the world, that
all upon earth may be seen as one soul. He hath commanded
all to speak in one language and to adopt one script, that
the whole earth may be regarded as one homeland. We have
uttered this exalted Word so that the rays of the Sun of Justice
may illumine all the differing parties and lead them to the
station of unity. Glory is not to him who loveth his country,
but to him who loveth the world. Should anyone hearken to
the song of this Bird of Inner Meanings, which wingeth its
flight in this luminous atmosphere, he will be adorned with the
ornament of supreme detachment. This is the true meaning of
liberty, but most people are unaware of it.

For the teaching of the Cause, conditions have been revealed
in God’s Book. The peoples of the earth are seen as children;
therefore one must first speak to them with mild and gentle
words which are like milk, that through education they may
attain to maturity, which is the station of recognition of God.
We have formerly said that one word is like milk and another
like a sword. Blessed is he who acteth with wisdom and de-
positeth the Word of God in blessed and goodly soil.

Thy mention hath been made before the Wronged One, both
before and after, and the glance of His favor is directed towards
thee. God willing, thou shalt drink from the ocean of wisdom
and knowledge and engage in that which is acceptable this day.
As this land is somewhat in motion, We have therefore paused
in giving permission. He verily ordaineth for whomsoever He
willeth and prescribeth for whomsoever He desireth the reward
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of His presence, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Give thanks unto
God for having made thee attain unto this Most Great, this Im-
pregnable Tablet, and for having revealed for thee that which
shall not change throughout the duration of the names of God,
the Lord of all worlds. The end.

i And as for what thou didst write concerning his attaining the

presence of His Holiness the King of Martyrs, may my spirit be
a sacrifice for his sacred dust, and his companionship with him
- how pleasing and delightful this is for him! Praise be to God
that he hath been blessed with that which God desired and
hath attained the presence of him who loved God and whom
God loved. This evanescent servant conveyeth his greetings
to him and giveth him the glad tidings of the favor of God,
exalted be His glory.

And concerning what thou didst write about His Honor Mirza
Jalil, upon him be the Glory of God, the Mighty, the Beautiful
King - some time ago a Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was
revealed specially for him and was sent with the son of His
Honor Haji Ahha, upon him be the Glory of God, and this
is yet another bounty upon you both. Verily our Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the Compassionate, the Responsive. His word,
exalted be His grandeur:

He is the One Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance

Today is the Day of mention and utterance, and today is the
Day in which its proof and essence calls out between the worlds,
saying: O people of earth! If you are thirsty, the Choice
Wine has been unsealed and flows forth from the Finger of
the Self-Subsisting - deprive not yourselves of it. If you seek
the Manifestation, the Hidden and Treasured Lord is visible
and evident. If you seek verses, the horizons are filled with
them. If you seek proofs, they have appeared in such wise that
none deny them save every sinful transgressor. Say: O friends!
The Sun of Truth has risen from the horizon of the world and
the Ocean of Knowledge is manifest before all faces. Deprive
not yourselves and withhold not yourselves from God’s infinite
bounties. Today is the Day of sight, for the Face of God is
risen and manifest from the Most Exalted Horizon. It is the
Day of hearing, for the Call of God, exalted be His glory, is
raised. O people of Baha! The Crimson Ark awaits you in the
midst of the Most Great Sea. Turn ye unto it, then embark
upon it in the Name of God, the Lord of Names and Creator
of Heaven. O Jalil! God willing, thou shalt kindle cold souls
with the fire of the Friend, and bestow upon the thirsty ones
the Living Waters in the name of the True One. Arise with
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perfect steadfastness to serve the Cause of the Lord of all be-
ings, and with His mention, conquer hearts and souls, that all
may attain to that for which the worlds were created. Say:

Glory be to Thee, O my God, my Beloved, my Purpose, the
Master of my destiny, and the Sovereign over my spirit, my
soul, my essence and my frame! I beseech Thee by the ocean
of Thy utterance and the lights of the Sun of Thy countenance
to [...] make my mention and my call effective in the hearts
of Thy servants and a living water for the dead among the
people of Thy realm. Move them, O my God, by the hands of
Thy grace, then grant them the sweet flowing waters of Thy
knowledge. O Lord! Thou art He Whose grace hath preceded
all, Whose generosity hath encompassed all, and Whose mercy
hath embraced all. Take the hands of Thy servants through
Thy loving-kindness, then deliver them from the depths of self
and passion. Verily Thou art the Lord of all creation and the
Master of the hereafter and the former times. There is no God
but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous.

God willing, through this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet,
the dead in the valley of heedlessness shall be quickened and
attain unto new life. Whosoever speaks for God’s sake with
moderation this day, assuredly his utterance will be effective,
his mention prevailing, and his will victorious. Every matter is
difficult for us but not difficult for God. Convey my greetings
to his honor and express my complete sincerity, and I beseech
the Exalted Truth to manifest through him that which shall be
eternally remembered and preserved in the book of the world.
Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty. There is no God but
Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

2 Concerning what was written about the friends attaining the

presence of his honor Aga Mirza ‘A.B., upon him be the Glory
of God, on Friday - blessed are the people of Baha whom the
heat of the love of God has so seized that the near ones behold
the radiance of the All-Merciful in their faces and hear His
beautiful praise from their tongues. This matter was presented
in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, and these blessed, de-
cisive words were sent down from the heaven of favor - His
words, exalted be His grandeur:

They who in this day speak forth the praise of God and re-
main firm and steadfast in His Cause — upon them shall the
Concourse on high send down their blessings both at eventide
and at dawn. Blessed is the house that hath been illumined
with the light of My remembrance, and wherein the voice of
My loved ones hath been raised — they who have cast behind
them all else save Me and followed that which was ordained
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in My perspicuous Book. His honour A.B., upon him be My
glory, hath attained, praise be to God, unto the mention of the
Truth, the grace of the Truth, and service to the Truth. This
station is, in the sight of God, more exalted than what hath
been witnessed. May he, God willing, ever remain steadfast
therein, but with wisdom.

O Varga! O thou who gazest toward the Most Sublime Hori-
zon! In all circumstances hold fast to wisdom and cleave there-
unto. The gatherings of friends, when they exceed the bounds
of moderation, will become a cause of agitation among souls,
for until this time the people of the earth, their divines, and
their rulers have not been informed of the purpose of God, ex-
alted be His glory. Through the instigation of certain ignorant
ones who consider themselves learned men of the earth, they
have regarded and continue to regard the Source of Divine
Revelation and the Dawning-Place of inspiration as the cause
and origin of sedition and the fountainhead of mischief. For
this reason, they have considered the gatherings of the friends
of God as a means of disrupting people and scattering what
they possess. Therefore, in all matters one must observe mod-
eration, owing to the weakness of heedless souls. I swear by
the reality of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing
that were they to gain awareness even less than a needle’s eye
and become cognizant, all would soar on the wings of longing
and yearning and hasten toward their Ultimate Goal, the Most
Exalted Summit and the Supreme End.

Greed hath deprived the people of the world from the All-
Possessing Lord. They know not what hath come to pass and
what tidings have appeared, for they have neither sought nor
do they seek enlightenment. In one of Our Tablets We have
stated that the eyelid, thin as it is, can deprive the physical
eye from beholding the world and all that is therein. Consider
then what the veil of greed will do when it descends upon the
heart. The fire of fancy hath consumed the world; conjectures
and idle fancies have darkened man’s realm of perception. The
rulers of the earth are not, in truth, opposed to anyone’s re-
ligion or faith today, but when they observe any gathering
that might lead to the association and coming together of peo-
ple, they exercise the utmost caution and restraint, for various
forms of mischief and sedition have arisen from such matters in
the past. Now, when they witness people’s inclination toward
this Cause, they make comparisons with the past and arise to
obstruct and prevent it.

Implore God to enable those souls to partake of a drop from
the ocean of knowledge and to illumine them with a ray from
the Sun of wisdom, that all may become sanctified from their
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own desires and arise to carry out the Divine Will, that they
may not compare this Cause, which is the Source of life to
the world and the Dawning-Place of its cultivation, with past
events, and that they may distinguish between corruption and
righteousness. God, exalted be His glory, is able to raise up
one among the rulers who will become informed and enlighten
others. The tongue of wisdom declareth: Grant unto each day
that which befitteth it; observe the requirements of every hour.
Verily, He doeth what is right and guideth to the straight path.
The Command is God’s, the Mighty, the Beauteous.

O Varqa! I have said before: “Believe not every speaker, nor

trust every newcomer” and the like. Nevertheless, some of
the friends accept anyone upon mere claim and consider him
trustworthy. This hath been and will continue to be an error.
Although, praise be to God, the gatherings, meetings, and as-
semblies of the loved ones are sanctified and free from sedition
and mischief, yet knowledge of such gatherings and the com-
ing and going of God’s friends is a matter that stirreth up the
hearts and thoughts of the heedless ones. Since they are un-
aware of the fundamental nature of the Cause, they become
agitated by such matters.

;. Since those who are heedless are unaware of the essence of the

Cause, they become disturbed by these matters and strive with
all their might to extinguish the divine light, though they were
and are powerless to do so. Thus have We cast upon thee that
which telleth of My grace, My mercy, My loving-kindness, My
tenderness and My bounties, that thou mayest thank thy Lord,
the Compassionate, the Generous.

God willing, through the attention of that beloved one, these
matters in those lands shall be adorned with the ornament of
rectification. Great care must be taken in preserving the divine
Tablets, and supreme effort is obligatory. Likewise, in conceal-
ing the epistles and Tablets that are sent from the Most Holy
Court to various regions, effort must be made to the utmost
degree. For if some weakling or hypocrite should become aware
and make mention of it, harm might come to the Most Holy
Court or to the friends of God in various regions. In any case,
the concealment and secrecy of these matters is necessary and
is counted as prudence. God willing, that beloved one, through
the loving-kindness of the Beloved of the worlds, is assisted and
confirmed in service to the Cause. Verily, He is the Protector
of the sincere ones.

As for thy question regarding the passage about interpretation
[ta’wil] that was revealed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Kitab-
i-Aqdas, it was presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Court. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke:
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The purpose of interpretation is that they should not deprive
themselves of the outward meaning nor remain veiled from the
intended meaning. For instance, if from the heaven of Divine
Will it is revealed “wash your faces”, they should not interpret
it to mean that the intent of washing is to wash the inner face
and that it must be cleansed with the water of knowledge, and
similar interpretations. Often it happens that due to such inter-
pretations, a person’s face remains soiled and unclean while in
their imagination they have fulfilled God’s command, whereas
in this instance it is clear and evident that it means washing
the face with physical water.

Some divine words can be interpreted, that is, interpretations
that do not cause doubts and delusions and do not deprive one
of the divine purpose. Reflect on what the All-Merciful has
revealed in the Qur’an, His exalted Word: “And whoever has
been given wisdom has certainly been given much good.” Some
maintain that by wisdom is meant the divine laws revealed in
the Book. Others hold that this wisdom refers to medical sci-
ence, and whoever attains it has attained much good, as it
pertains to humanity and knowledge of bodies, and this sci-
ence is nobler than other sciences, as the tongue of wisdom
has previously uttered this supreme word: “Knowledge is of
two kinds: knowledge of bodies and knowledge of religions.”
Knowledge of bodies is given precedence in this blessed word,
and in truth it is precedent, for the manifestation of truth and
divine laws have all been and will be for the education of hu-
manity, its advancement, and the preservation of the people of
the world and the like. Therefore, whatever causes and leads
to the preservation, health and well-being of human existence
has been and will be precedent.

This point is clear and evident. Some believe that wisdom is
the knowledge of the realities of things, and whoever attains
this station will possess lofty stations. Some hold that wisdom
is acting upon that which benefits humanity; whoever succeeds
in this has much good. Many believe that wisdom is that which
preserves man from what debases him and guides him to what
exalts him. Some maintain that wisdom is the science of as-
sociation with people and treating servants of God with mod-
eration. Others have said that wisdom is theology according
to the principles of previous philosophers. Likewise, they have
said wisdom is the knowledge of substances and accidents, as
well as astronomy and the like. Some have said wisdom is the
knowledge of livelihood in this world. Some assert that wisdom
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is the knowledge of principles. Some souls maintain that wis-
dom pertains to matters of justice, which is and will be giving
each their due right. Some believe it is the knowledge of the
elixir - whoever attains it has attained much good. Some hold
it to be geometry and similar sciences. Each group, according
to their understanding, has presented proofs and evidence for
each of what has been mentioned, which if detailed would add
to weariness. Glory be to Him Who spoke this supreme word:
“The beginning of wisdom is the fear of God,” for the fear and
awe of God restraineth man from whatsoever causeth abase-
ment and degradation of the human station, and aideth him
in that which leadeth to elevation and glory. The wise man
avoideth shameful deeds, for he beholdeth punishment in their
wake. The pavilion of world order is upheld upon two pillars:
Reward and Punishment. Some time ago this blessed verse
shone forth from the Dayspring of utterance: “Justice hath a
mighty force. It is none other than reward and punishment for
By these two are the tent of order raised up
in the world, and every transgressor restraineth his own self,
through fear of retribution.” Thus hath spoken the Lord of
Names; He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

men’s actions.

In the past, certain souls have called themselves people of the
Path, as evidenced by their traces that exist in the world today.
Various groups have each adopted a path, whereby Islam be-
came divided and channels branched off from the Most Great
Ocean, until at length there befell the religion of God that
which did befall it. Islam, with all its mighty power, was trans-
formed through the deeds and actions of those who claimed
adherence to it into utter weakness, as all have observed and
continue to observe. Some souls who call themselves dervishes
have interpreted all divine laws and commandments. If it be
said that prayer is among God’s binding ordinances, they say
“prayer means supplication and we came into being with sup-
plication, thus we have performed the true prayer, while this
poor one is deprived of the outer form, let alone its inner mean-
ing.” The vain imaginings of heedless souls have exceeded all
reckoning.
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5 In brief, through indolence and sloth they have interpreted all

divine commandments which are as an impregnable fortress for
the preservation and security of the world, and having secluded
themselves in their convents, they have chosen no occupation
save eating and sleeping. In matters of knowledge they affirm
whatever is said, yet thus far no trace of the warmth of the
love of God hath been witnessed from them, save for a very
few who have tasted the sweetness of the Word and have to
some extent become aware of the purpose of the Revelation.
Some of these interpretations mentioned regarding wisdom are
each correct in their proper place, as they do not conflict with
the fundamental divine laws. The verses that pertain to divine
commands and prohibitions, such as those concerning worship,
indemnities, crimes and the like - their outward meaning was
and is intended to be acted upon.

However, the divine verses that were revealed concerning the
Resurrection and the Hour, both in previous Books and in
the Qur’an, are mostly to be interpreted, “and none knoweth
its interpretation save God.” These matters are clearly and
evidently set forth in the Book of Certitude. Whosoever pon-
dereth thereon will become aware of that which hath been
hidden from the eyes of all. Consider what the All-Bountiful
hath revealed in the Book, these words of the Almighty: “It
is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor doth the night
outstrip the day.” This blessed verse has been interpreted and
explained by the divines of the past and present, each finding
its meaning according to their own understanding. But this
station is beyond knowledge, and these are ranks of conjec-
ture and fancy. One who is called the Sultan of Interpreters,
namely Qadi Baydawi, said this verse was revealed to refute
the sun-worshippers. Observe how far this is from the source
of knowledge, despite his supposed erudition in the eyes of men.
The reins of all knowledge are in the grasp of divine power -
He bestows it upon whomsoever He willeth.

7 In the books of old, most of what flowed from the Supreme Pen

concerning this Revelation is allegorical. For instance, it is said
“The valleys shall melt like wax before the Lord,” and likewise
“His tent shall be raised upon the mountains” as indeed it has
been, and in another place “His is a tent whose cords shall
not be severed, whose stakes shall not be uprooted, and which
shall not be moved from place to place.” These passages are
allegorical. The fair-minded person understands which station
calls for interpretation and which for literal acceptance of the
text.
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In any case, that which today can purify mankind from defile-
ment and lead them to true tranquility is the religion of God,
the Faith of God, and the Cause of God. Thus have the rains
of utterance poured down from the heaven of knowledge as a
bounty upon thee. Give thanks and say: “Praise be to Thee,
O Beloved of the mystics! Glory be to Thee, O Desire of the
worlds! Thanks be to Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp lies the
kingdom of the heavens and the earth!” End.

From what hath been revealed from the Kingdom of the All-
Merciful’s utterance, it is clear and evident that certain divine
verses concerning association, conduct, behavior, transactions,
ordinances and the like - were their meaning to depart from the
literal sense, God’s Cause would be suspended and impeded.
To this every discerning scholar beareth witness. Beseech ye
God to adorn the people of the world with the ornament of
fairness. They profess belief in minor matters, limited miracles,
and counted verses, while turning away from their oceans. Man
is bewildered. Glorified be He Who hath concealed from them
and revealed to us!

As to thy question regarding pure water and the limit of what
constitutes “used” water, it was submitted before the Throne.
This is what God hath pronounced: A small amount of water,
such as one, two or three cups, in which hands and face are
washed, is considered “used.” However, if it reaches the amount
of a kurr, washing one or two faces does not change it, and
there is and has been no objection to its use. If one of the
three qualities appears therein - that is, if the color of the
water changes even slightly - it is considered used. O thou who
drinkest from the cup of My loving-kindness! The intention is
cleanliness. Thou art aware of the pools [of Persia] - the more
effort is expended on cleanliness, the more beloved it is in the
sight of God. End.

Concerning what you wrote about the mention that some of
the friends of God rise before sunrise and engage in the remem-
brance of God, exalted be His glory, while this remembrance
pertains to the day, and the day during the Fast is defined
from sunrise to sunset - this matter was presented before the
Most Holy Presence of Him from Whose knowledge nothing
escapes. This is what the Truth, exalted be His glory, has pro-
nounced: The day is indeed defined from sunrise to sunset in
the exposition, but for those souls who rise before sunrise out
of love for God and engage in remembrance - this is beloved
and acceptable before the Throne. No reiteration is necessary.
Similarly, in the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, the friends of God, ad-
hering to what was revealed in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, turn to the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar at dawn and engage in the remembrance
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of the Beloved of the worlds. For them too, if they engage
in remembrance at sunrise and for an hour after sunrise, it is
acceptable. The Truth has desired comfort for the servants in
all conditions, and His remembrance, if it proceeds from one
who remembers with complete joy and fragrance, has been and
will always be beloved and acceptable. Blessed is the soul that
breathes with love for its Lord, and blessed is the servant whom
the fragrances of the love of God have awakened. FEnd.

Regarding what you wrote mentioning Aqa Khalil-i-‘Attar,
upon him be the Glory of God, and the ascension of his
brother, this is what God revealed for him. His words, exalted
be His grandeur:

In My Name, the Most Ancient, the Most Great

This is a Book sent down in truth for him whom the attraction
of the utterance of the All-Merciful seized and who answered
his Lord when He came with a mighty command, and who calls
out on the Day of God to all else. Blessed is he who hath heard
and listened, and he whose heart hath turned to Him with
evident joy. Verily, the Sun, despite its radiance, deriveth light
from His light, yet most of the people are heedless. All that
was hidden behind the veils of the Unseen hath been revealed,
and all that was recorded in the Books of God, the Lord of
the worlds, hath appeared. Among the people are those who
have found the fragrance of My garment and hastened to the
ocean of My grace, and among them are those who turned away
and objected to what was sent down from the kingdom of My
wondrous utterance. How many a learned one hath violated
God’s Covenant and His testament, and how many a heedless
one hath heard the call from the Supreme Horizon and turned
with his heart to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O Khalil! We have mentioned thee before and sent unto thee
that which told of My manifestation, My power, My mercy,
My compassion, and My grace that hath encompassed all who
are in the heavens and on earth. Grieve not for what hath
befallen thee. He who believed in God, the Lord of this lumi-
nous Day, hath attained unto the Supreme Companion. We
make mention of him as a favor from Us unto thee and unto
him, and I am verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
Blessed is he for having attained unto acceptance while most
of My servants whom We created for the service of My Cause,
the Firm, the Impregnable, turned away from Me. Verily thy
Lord forgave thy brother at the time of his ascension, purified
him from sins, and admitted him to a station whose descrip-
tion hath exhausted the tongues of the knowing ones. We send
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from this station Our greetings unto My loved ones there who
have drunk the choice wine of My utterance and have attained
unto that which hath flowed from My Most Exalted Pen. Ver-
ily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful. The Glory from
God, the Lord of Names, be upon thee and upon those whose
names were sent down in My Preserved Tablet. End.

Praise be to God! The Sun of generosity has risen, the Ocean
of favor is manifest, and the Euphrates of utterance flows un-
ceasingly. This evanescent one beseeches the True One and
hopes that He will not deprive any soul on earth of the fra-
grant breezes of this most holy and transcendent Day, and
will aid all to achieve that which He loves and is pleased with.
Verily, He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

7 Convey greetings on behalf of this evanescent one to all the

friends and say: These days are unlike other days, and this
time unlike times past and future. Strive that ye may receive
your portion of the lights of the divine dawn. Verily, He is the
One with power over whatsoever He willeth. There is no God
but He, the Mighty, the Great.

Blessings be upon you and upon those with you, and upon
those who have turned with illumined hearts unto God, our
Lord and your Lord, our Goal and your Goal, and the Goal of
all who are in the heavens and on earth.

After the completion of the letter and attendance in the Most
Holy Court, the Tongue of the Beloved uttered these blessed
supreme words: “O Varqa! Upon thee be My glory, My mercy
and My favor!” Some mention was made of wisdom and its
meanings, but the wisdom of today consists in such conduct,
deeds and words as will guide people to the highest horizon
without raising any clamor or causing any mischief or corrup-
tion. Verily, the people are in a strange sleep and manifest
doubt, worshipping suppositions while understanding not, and
hastening toward vain imaginings while perceiving not. The
heedless must be awakened with kindliness and compassion
and guided to the ocean of grace. Some ignorant ones who
soar on the wings of passion and desire and are aflame with
the fire of hatred lie in wait to find some pretext to object
against the Truth, exalted be His glory, and His loved ones.
End.

30 God willing, may all divine friends be adorned with the or-

nament of wisdom, and may there appear from each one that
which betokens and indicates the exaltation of the Cause. May
God grant fairness and the eye of grace to the divines of the age,
that they may behold the lights of the Sun of Truth shining
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resplendent at its meridian and not remain deprived thereof.
These souls have ever been and continue to be the cause of
waywardness and error, save whom God willeth. The servant
beseecheth his Lord to make them know and learn what they
have ignored and draw them nigh unto Him through His grace.
Verily, He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Another matter concerns what you had written regarding the
exalted departed, His Holiness the Father — he who attained
unto the Divine Presence at the time of his ascension. Dur-
ing those days when the honored Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be
Baha’u’llah, was present in the Most Holy Land, on one of
the days when this servant and he were both in attendance
before the Most Sacred Court in the Divine Presence, sud-
denly the Tongue of the Desire of the worlds spoke forth, and
a Most Mighty and Sacred Tablet was revealed in mention of
him, which was given to the aforementioned gentleman that
he might convey it to that beloved one, so that they might be
assured concerning His Holiness the Exalted One, upon him
be all glory from Me.

In numerous instances mention of him hath been revealed in
such wise as to cause the hearts of the mystic knowers to soar
with joy. On several occasions his services and his steadfast-
ness in the Cause of God were heard from the tongue of the
Beloved of the worlds. He hath been mentioned with that
which decay cannot touch, and He remembereth him with that
toward which hearts and souls turn in adoration.

At the conclusion of this epistle, this evanescent one maketh
this brief submission: through the bounty of the Beloved may
you attain unto success, and this is glad-tidings from Me unto
you.
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1299-02-1/ [1882-Jan-5]

Praise be to God alone, and blessings upon Him after Whom
there shall be no Prophet. Praise be to God! The Light of
Batha attracted many souls to the Name of God, glorified
be His majesty, and enabled them to make pilgrimage to the
House. The lovers from all regions, intoxicated by the blessed
words “And a proclamation from God and His Messenger to
all people on the day of the Greater Pilgrimage”, turned with
their whole being toward the direction of the Beloved. They
attained the circumambulation of the House, visitation of the
Stone, the running between Safa and Marwa, and the rites
which whisper in the pure ear “Forget not the people of God.”
Praise be to Him, again praise be to Him, to the number of
leaves and grains of sand, and to a number which cannot be
counted by those who count.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your honor. This evanescent servant
attained the honor of seeing your noble handwriting, and what-
ever was written therein was presented before the Countenance.
They said: “Today the manifest religion has been weakened by
the assault of the ungodly and the heedlessness of its people.
It is incumbent upon steadfast, firm, well-grounded and con-
tent souls who are detached from all save God and are gazing
toward and turned to the Most Exalted Horizon to supplicate
God, glorified be His majesty, at all times for the protection of
the manifest religion and to beseech the elevation of its station.
Verily He originates and causes return, and He is the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy.”

Regarding what was written about Darvish Muhammad, per-
mission has been granted. God willing, they may enter and
after staying a few days return. And regarding what you wrote
about the Prisoner (upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah]), God will-
ing may they be confirmed. Regarding what was written that
they recite the Qur’an, I beseech God, glorified be His majesty,
that all on earth may attain this most great bounty. Regarding
what you wrote about Sa’id (upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah])
and the request for a name for the newborn - may God bless
- he has been named by the Beloved as Amanu’llah. Further,
the two packets sent have arrived. God willing, it is hoped
that an answer will be written later.
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O beloved of my heart! Work is abundant and time is short.
The Command is in the hand of God, the Mighty, the Beautiful.
Convey greetings and salutations to the beloved friend Nasir
(upon him be 9 [Baha] the Most Merciful). God willing may he
be confirmed and assisted. Today which is Thursday morning
that honored one Aqga Muhammad-Ibrahim (upon him be 9 66
[Baha'u’llah]) was present before the Countenance especially
mentioning Nasir. Happy is he!

O apple of my heart’s eye! Convey greetings and salutations
to Husayn Effendi (upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah]) and those
with him. This servant intended to go to Arab Iraq, that is,
to submit a petition in eloquent language to that Beloved. At
one point it was observed that he had emerged from Persian
Iraq. The Command belongs to God, the Ancient. This too
was due to lack of time and extreme haste. If the petition
submitted to that honored one, the name of whose bounty is
upon him from all the Most Glorious Splendor, is observed,
it will become clear to what degree work is pressing and how
little time there is. Again the Command belongs to God, the
One, the Unconstrained.

; The servant. 16 Safar 1299.
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To: Agqa Muhammad Ali, in Istanbul
Date: 1299-02-22 [1882-Jan-13]

He is God, exalted and mighty is He

Praise be to God Who hath raised His House to such a sta-
tion that the Concourse on High and the denizens of the King-
dom of Names have circumambulated it, and hath made it
the point of adoration for the world and the sanctuary round
which the peoples circle. Glorified is He Who hath, through
the Word of His command, so attracted His servants that they
hastened from every region, district and land, and neither the
yellow wind nor crimson death prevented them from reaching
the Most Great House of God. These are servants who have
remained faithful to God’s Covenant and His Testament, and
have acted in accordance with what was enjoined upon them in
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His Book. And I pray and send greetings upon the Sovereign
of existence and Lord of all that is seen, through Whom the
horizon of the world was illumined and knowledge and wisdom
were made manifest, and upon His family and companions who
moved not except by His command and His will, and spoke not
until after His leave.

And furthermore, for some time this evanescent servant hath
desired to make mention of you and send an expression of sin-
cere regard, even if by pen, since no other messenger is now
available. Therefore he hath troubled you with these few words.
God willing, may you be ever speaking in remembrance of God
and standing firm in your love for the Prophets, the chosen
ones, and the pure ones. This evanescent servant beseecheth
God, exalted be His glory, to assist you and make you a re-
cipient of His outpourings and blessings. Verily He is the One
with power over whatsoever He willeth.

His honor Aqa Muhammad-*Ali always maketh mention of you.
A few days ago what you had sent for the blessed garment
arrived. Surely his honor himself will write the details to you.
They have also written a letter to this evanescent one from
the Green Land. God willing, a response will be sent next
time for you to deliver. The purpose of what hath been and
is mentioned is that through the key of utterance the doors
of hearts may be unlocked and the life-giving breeze may waft
from the direction of God’s loving-kindness, exalted be His
glory, that hearts and spirits may be refreshed by that sweet
spiritual breath. God, exalted be His glory, hath made the pen
a translator in such wise that it may express and convey the
love that dwelleth in the hearts and souls of the friends. In
truth it is a great sign, if properly considered. The connection
of the world dependeth upon it. It is the harbinger, the herald,
the interpreter, and the one who maketh known. If they deny it
not, it may be said that he who possesseth hearing perceiveth
its lamentation and cry. It is the cup-bearer of the wine of
love and the manifestation of affection and fellowship. The
divine Books have appeared through it and their mysteries are
inscribed by it. Exalted is He Who hath favored it with that
which the writer and His creation are powerless to describe,
and taught it and made known to it what He desired. Verily
He is the One Who is sought in the beginning and in the end.
There is none other God but Him, the Lord of all creation.

5 Praise be to God that mention of you hath been and is before
the Friend, and this sufficeth you. And the Lord of humanity,
the Lord of the throne and earth, and the Lord of the hereafter
and this world requesteth that you convey greetings and praise
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from this evanescent one to the friends - may the Glory of God
rest upon them. God willing, may they at all times drink from
the fountain of remembrance and receive their portion from the
ocean of utterance. This is that which profiteth and forsaketh
not its companion. That which cometh after is different, and
tomorrow is another day. The Friend saith:

Dead are they in this gathering on the path of the Friend, O
Messiah of the age, breathe forth then a warming breath!

Peace, praise and glory be upon you and upon those whom
this world hath not prevented from the remembrance of God,
the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Ali Akbar Yazdi
Date: 1299-02-22 [1882-Jan-13]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great.

Praise be to the Sovereign All-Powerful Who is worthy and
deserving, for in all His laws and commandments the purpose
hath been the elevation of souls and their attainment unto
their ultimate goal. Through His Most Exalted Word He hath
adorned all things from sheer nothingness with the ornament
of existence, and through another word He hath so attracted
the hearts and minds of those who are ready that through the
flame of their ardent longing the very essence of the lovers hath
been set ablaze. Exalted, exalted is He Who hath manifested
what He desired! Then He made it appear so that the station of
nearness might become manifest and elevated, and His grace
might be known and evident to all the peoples of the world.
He bestowed thirst that the blessing of water might be made
apparent. He granted illness that He might draw His loved
ones unto Himself and they might know the value of health.
He caused need that existence might be weighed in the balance
of wisdom. In all conditions the friends of God are engaged
in praise and thanksgiving and glorification, despite those who
have turned away and objected without any proof or Book....
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Lawh-i-Magsud
To: Mirza Magsud
Date: 1299-02-29 [1882-Jan-20]

He is God, exalted is He, the Lord of Majesty and Power

A praise which is exalted above every mention or description
beseemeth the Adored One, the Possessor of all things visible
and invisible, Who hath enabled the Primal Point to reveal
countless Books and Epistles and Who, through the potency
of His sublime Word, hath called into being the entire creation,
whether of the former or more recent generations. Moreover
He hath in every age and cycle, in conformity with His tran-
scendent wisdom, sent forth a divine Messenger to revive the
dispirited and despondent souls with the living waters of His
utterance, One Who is indeed the Expounder, the true Inter-
preter, inasmuch as man is unable to comprehend that which
hath streamed forth from the Pen of Glory and is recorded in
His heavenly Books. Men at all times and under all conditions
stand in need of one to exhort them, guide them and to instruct
and teach them. Therefore He hath sent forth His Messengers,
His Prophets and chosen ones that they might acquaint the
people with the divine purpose underlying the revelation of
Books and the raising up of Messengers, and that every- one
may become aware of the trust of God which is latent in the
reality of every soul.

3 Man is the supreme Talisman. Lack of a proper education
hath, however, deprived him of that which he doth inherently
possess. Through a word proceeding out of the mouth of God
he was called into being; by one word more he was guided to
recognize the Source of his education; by yet another word his
station and destiny were safeguarded. The Great Being saith:
Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Ed-
ucation can, alone, cause it to reveal its treasures, and enable
mankind to benefit therefrom. If any man were to meditate on
that which the Scriptures, sent down from the heaven of God’s
holy Will, have revealed, he would readily recognize that their
purpose is that all men shall be regarded as one soul, so that
the seal bearing the words ‘The Kingdom shall be God’s’ may
be stamped on every heart, and the light of Divine bounty, of
grace, and mercy may envelop all mankind. The One true God,
exalted be His glory, hath wished nothing for Himself. The al-
legiance of mankind profiteth Him not, neither doth its perver-
sity harm Him. The Bird of the Realm of Utterance voiceth
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continually this call: ‘All things have I willed for thee, and
thee, too, for thine own sake’. If the learned and worldly-wise
men of this age were to allow mankind to inhale the fragrance
of fellowship and love, every understanding heart would appre-
hend the meaning of true liberty, and discover the secret of
undisturbed peace and absolute composure. Were the earth to
attain this station and be illumined with its light it could then
be truly said of it: ‘Thou shall see in it no hollows or rising
hills”

Blessing and peace be upon Him through Whose advent Batha
is wreathed in smiles, and the sweet savours of Whose raiment
have shed fragrance upon all mankind - He Who came to pro-
tect men from that which would harm them in the world below.
Exalted, immensely exalted is His station above the glorifica-
tion of all beings and sanctified from the praise of the entire
creation. Through His advent the tabernacle of stability and
order was raised throughout the world and the ensign of knowl-
edge hoisted among the nations. May blessings rest also upon
His kindred and His companions through whom the standard
of the unity of God and His singleness was uplifted and the
banners of celestial triumph were unfurled. Through them the
religion of God was firmly established among His creatures
and His Name magnified amidst His servants. I entreat Him
- exalted is He - to shield His Faith from the mischief of His
enemies who tore away the veils, rent them asunder and finally
caused the banner of Islam to be reversed amongst all peoples.

Thy letter from which the fragrance of reunion was inhaled
hath been received. Praised be God that following the firm
decree of separation, the breeze of nearness and communion
hath been stirred and the soil of the hearts is refreshed with
the waters of joy and gladness. We offer thanksgiving unto God
in all circumstances and cherish the hope that He - exalted be
His glory - may through His gracious providence guide all who
dwell on earth towards that which is acceptable and pleasing
unto Him.

Behold the disturbances which, for many a long year, have
afflicted the earth, and the perturbation that hath seized its
peoples. It hath either been ravaged by war, or tormented
by sudden and unforeseen calamities. Though the world is en-
compassed with misery and distress, yet no man hath paused
to reflect what the cause or source of that may be. When-
ever the True Counsellor uttered a word in admonishment, lo,
they all denounced Him as a mover of mischief and rejected
His claim. How bewildering, how confusing is such behaviour!
No two men can be found who may be said to be outwardly

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5 I s csucj‘ s sl 9‘ Lss
ﬁ*l,b;\.i\;%‘s\ibua)\!\@uﬁ
S5 T i e s e sk G O
A Sl A le edaline Coly il Col,
);lﬁ plas ST Lt o)) §) Sl
Vsl U o Y G O B 131 5,2

Ll

ﬂv;déﬁ‘yécp@\,;@\,
G 63 K and Olaisy b 5 o ludal
oyugﬁ;@u:{ o8 sl Laak )
3 O ooy o slie Qs Ll < LY
do s d1 3 o T i) 4 S0 53
e :Ji.-’g‘ 4{%‘-") ATJC} Ex%}“ Cn Ob Al
QA padl edel y s Ol Caa
osle Qﬁiw%ﬁj ‘*:41> Cp A Cf.’ﬂ@b‘ 2
15~ ool el 3 e daig oL o AL
ORI I (R TN I CPIN PN

‘M;Jy)ytz-d—\‘mbswub/@
I S A R #yzn o\ ) Jloy
BB 3k s W 0 ol Gl
K Gl pp ik mp 5 sk
e sl e o g T 1Y)

Prs g bl 2V e e
Al olae

Sl o2y & cwl Bl wile s oanlin
5 Jsrda gf.,w@? O ol & 5 col
Aoy sl Clee GLETL ladl Ks
BT ol STspe 0358 bl |y (2
f147o7¢,1c,cw” oTWSu
sl 1y Ol o s Gak ad 2L
h § e OLA) Wl 1 31y lessé
Sl ok el 33 W B2 e 5 S
SBT sl doe bl sl s 4z akl 3 &

144



Vol. 66: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part I

BH00140

and inwardly united. The evidences of discord and malice are
apparent everywhere, though all were made for harmony and
union. The Great Being saith: O well-beloved ones! The taber-
nacle of unity hath been raised; regard ye not one another as
strangers. Ye are the fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one
branch. We cherish the hope that the light of justice may shine
upon the world and sanctify it from tyranny. If the rulers and
kings of the earth, the symbols of the power of God, exalted be
His glory, arise and resolve to dedicate themselves to whatever
will promote the highest interests of the whole of humanity,
the reign of justice will assuredly be established amongst the
children of men, and the effulgence of its light will envelop the
whole earth. The Great Being saith: The structure of world
stability and order hath been reared upon, and will continue
to be sustained by, the twin pillars of reward and punishment.
And in another connection He hath uttered the following in the
eloquent tongue: Justice hath a mighty force at its command.
It is none other than reward and punishment for the deeds of
men. By the power of this force the tabernacle of order is es-
tablished throughout the world, causing the wicked to restrain
their natures for fear of punishment.

In another passage He hath written: Take heed, O concourse
of the rulers of the world! There is no force on earth that can
equal in its conquering power the force of justice and wisdom.
I, verily, affirm that there is not, and hath never been, a host
more mighty than that of justice and wisdom. Blessed is the
king who marcheth with the ensign of wisdom unfurled before
him, and the battalions of justice massed in his rear. He ver-
ily is the ornament that adorneth the brow of peace and the
countenance of security. There can be no doubt whatever that
if the day-star of justice, which the clouds of tyranny have ob-
scured, were to shed its light upon men, the face of the earth
would be completely transformed.

The Great Being, wishing to reveal the prerequisites of the
peace and tranquillity of the world and the advancement of
its peoples, hath written: The time must come when the im-
perative necessity for the holding of a vast, an all-embracing
assemblage of men will be universally realized. The rulers and
kings of the earth must needs attend it, and, participating in
its deliberations, must consider such ways and means as will
lay the foundations of the world’s Great Peace amongst men.
Such a peace demandeth that the Great Powers should resolve,
for the sake of the tranquillity of the peoples of the earth, to
be fully reconciled among themselves. Should any king take
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up arms against another, all should unitedly arise and prevent
him. If this be done, the nations of the world will no longer
require any armaments, except for the purpose of preserving
the security of their realms and of maintaining internal order
within their territories. This will ensure the peace and compo-
sure of every people, government and nation. We fain would
hope that the kings and rulers of the earth, the mirrors of
the gracious and almighty name of God, may attain unto this
station, and shield mankind from the onslaught of tyranny.

Likewise He saith: Among the things which are conducive to
unity and concord and will cause the whole earth to be re-
garded as one country is that the divers languages be reduced
to one language and in like manner the scripts used in the
world be confined to a single script. It is incumbent upon all
nations to appoint some men of understanding and erudition
to convene a gathering and through joint consultation choose
one language from among the varied existing languages, or cre-
ate a new one, to be taught to the children in all the schools
of the world.

The day is approaching when all the peoples of the world will
have adopted one universal language and one common script.
When this is achieved, to whatsoever city a man may journey,
it shall be as if he was entering his own home. These things
are obligatory and absolutely essential. It is incumbent upon
every man of insight and understanding to strive to translate
that which hath been written into reality and action.

In these days the tabernacle of justice hath fallen into the
clutches of tyranny and oppression. Beseech ye the One true
God - exalted be His glory - not to deprive mankind of the
ocean of true understanding, for were men but to take heed
they would readily appreciate that whatever hath streamed
from and is set down by the Pen of Glory is even as the sun for
the whole world and that therein lie the welfare, security and
true interests of all men; otherwise the earth will be tormented
by a fresh calamity every day and unprecedented commotions
will break out. God grant that the people of the world may
be graciously aided to preserve the light of His loving counsels
within the globe of wisdom. We cherish the hope that everyone
may be adorned with the vesture of true wisdom, the basis of
the government of the world.

The Great Being saith: The heaven of statesmanship is made
luminous and resplendent by the brightness of the light of these
blessed words which hath dawned from the dayspring of the
Will of God: It behoveth every ruler to weigh his own being
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every day in the balance of equity and justice and then to judge
between men and counsel them to do that which would direct
their steps unto the path of wisdom and understanding. This
is the cornerstone of statesmanship and the essence thereof.
From these words every enlightened man of wisdom will read-
ily perceive that which will foster such aims as the welfare,
security and protection of mankind and the safety of human
lives. Were men of insight to quaff their fill from the ocean of
inner meanings which lie enshrined in these words and become
acquainted therewith, they would bear witness to the sublim-
ity and the excellence of this utterance. If this lowly one were
to set forth that which he perceiveth, all would testify unto
God’s consummate wisdom. The secrets of statesmanship and
that of which the people are in need lie enfolded within these
words. This lowly servant earnestly entreateth the One true
God - exalted be His glory - to illumine the eyes of the people
of the world with the splendour of the light of wisdom that
they, one and all, may recognize that which is indispensable in
this day.

That one indeed is a man who, today, dedicateth himself to
the service of the entire human race. The Great Being saith:
Blessed and happy is he that ariseth to promote the best in-
terests of the peoples and kindreds of the earth. In another
passage He hath proclaimed: It is not for him to pride himself
who loveth his own country, but rather for him who loveth the
whole world. The earth is but one country, and mankind its
citizens.

Such exhortations to union and concord as are inscribed in
the Books of the Prophets by the Pen of the Most High bear
reference unto specific matters; not a union that would lead to
disunity or a concord which would create discord. This is the
station where measures are set unto everything, a station where
every deserving soul shall be given his due. Well is it with
them that appreciate the meaning and grasp the intent of these
words, and woe betide the heedless. Unto this all the evidences
of nature, in their very essences, bear ample testimony. Every
discerning man of wisdom is well acquainted with that which
We have mentioned, but not those who have strayed far from
the living fountain of fairmindedness and are roving distraught
in the wilderness of ignorance and blind fanaticism.

The Great Being saith: O ye children of men! The fundamen-
tal purpose animating the Faith of God and His Religion is to
safeguard the interests and promote the unity of the human
race, and to foster the spirit of love and fellowship amongst
men. Suffer it not to become a source of dissension and dis-
cord, of hate and enmity. This is the straight Path, the fixed
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and immovable foundation. Whatsoever is raised on this foun-
dation, the changes and chances of the world can never impair
its strength, nor will the revolution of countless centuries un-
dermine its structure. Our hope is that the world’s religious
leaders and the rulers thereof will unitedly arise for the refor-
mation of this age and the rehabilitation of its fortunes. Let
them, after meditating on its needs, take counsel together and,
through anxious and full deliberation, administer to a diseased
and sorely-afflicted world the remedy it requireth.

The Great Being saith: The heaven of divine wisdom is illu-
mined with the two luminaries of consultation and compassion.
Take ye counsel together in all matters, inasmuch as consulta-
tion is the lamp of guidance which leadeth the way, and is the
bestower of understanding.

7 At the outset of every endeavour, it is incumbent to look to

the end of it. Of all the arts and sciences, set the children
to studying those which will result in advantage to man, will
ensure his progress and elevate his rank. Thus the noisome
odours of lawlessness will be dispelled, and thus through the
high endeavours of the nation’s leaders, all will live cradled,
secure and in peace.

The Great Being saith: The learned of the day must direct
the people to acquire those branches of knowledge which are
of use, that both the learned themselves and the generality of
mankind may derive benefits therefrom. Such academic pur-
suits as begin and end in words alone have never been and
will never be of any worth. The majority of Persia’s learned
doctors devote all their lives to the study of a philosophy the
ultimate yield of which is nothing but words.

It is incumbent upon them who are in authority to exercise
moderation in all things. Whatsoever passeth beyond the lim-
its of moderation will cease to exert a beneficial influence. Con-
sider for instance such things as liberty, civilization and the
like. However much men of understanding may favourably re-
gard them, they will, if carried to excess, exercise a pernicious
influence upon men.

If this point were to be expounded an elaborate explanation
would be required which, it is feared, might become tedious.
It is the ardent hope of this lowly one that God - exalted be
His glory - may grant all men that which is good. For he
who is endowed therewith is the possessor of all things. The
Great Being saith: The Tongue of Wisdom proclaimeth: He
that hath Me not is bereft of all things. Turn ye away from
all that is on earth and seek none else but Me. I am the Sun
of Wisdom and the Ocean of Knowledge. I cheer the faint and
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revive the dead. I am the guiding Light that illumineth the
way. [ am the royal Falcon on the arm of the Almighty. I
unfold the drooping wings of every broken bird and start it on
its flight.

And likewise He saith: The heaven of true understanding
shineth resplendent with the light of two luminaries: tolerance
and righteousness.

O my friend! Vast oceans lie enshrined within this brief saying.
Blessed are they who appreciate its value, drink deep therefrom
and grasp its meaning, and woe betide the heedless. This lowly
one entreateth the people of the world to observe fairness, that
their tender, their delicate and precious hearing which hath
been created to hearken unto the words of wisdom may be
freed from impediments and from such allusions, idle fancies
or vain imaginings as ‘cannot fatten nor appease the hunger’,
so that the true Counsellor may be graciously inclined to set
forth that which is the source of blessing for mankind and of
the highest good for all nations.

At present the light of reconciliation is dimmed in most coun-
tries and its radiance extinguished while the fire of strife and
disorder hath been kindled and is blazing fiercely. Two great
powers who regard themselves as the founders and leaders
of civilization and the framers of constitutions have risen up
against the followers of the Faith associated with Him Who
conversed with God. Be ye warned, O men of understand-
ing. It ill beseemeth the station of man to commit tyranny;
rather it behoveth him to observe equity and be attired with
the raiment of justice under all conditions. Beseech ye the One
true God that He may, through the power of the hand of lov-
ing kindness and spiritual education, purge and purify certain
souls from the defilement of evil passions and corrupt desires,
that they may arise and unloose their tongues for the sake of
God, that perchance the evidences of injustice may be blotted
out and the splendour of the light of justice may shed its radi-
ance upon the whole world. The people are ignorant, and they
stand in need of those who will expound the truth.

The Great Being saith: The man of consummate learning and
the sage endowed with penetrating wisdom are the two eyes
to the body of mankind. God willing, the earth shall never be
deprived of these two greatest gifts. That which hath been set
forth and will be revealed in the future is but a token of this
Servant’s ardent desire to dedicate Himself to the service of all
the kindreds of the earth.
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O my friend! In all circumstances one should seize upon every
means which will promote security and tranquillity among the
peoples of the world. The Great Being saith: In this glorious
Day whatever will purge you from corruption and will lead you
towards peace and composure, is indeed the Straight Path.

Please God, the peoples of the world may be led, as the result
of the high endeavours exerted by their rulers and the wise
and learned amongst men, to recognize their best interests.
How long will humanity persist in its waywardness? How long
will injustice continue? How long is chaos and confusion to
reign amongst men? How long will discord agitate the face of
society?

7 This humble servant is filled with wonder, inasmuch as all men

are endowed with the capacity to see and hear, yet we find
them deprived of the privilege of using these faculties. This
servant hath been prompted to pen these lines by virtue of the
tender love he cherisheth for thee. The winds of despair are,
alas, blowing from every direction, and strife that divideth and
afflicteth the human race is daily increasing. The signs of im-
pending convulsions and chaos can now be discerned, inasmuch
as the prevailing order appeareth to be lamentably defective.
I beseech God, exalted be His glory, that He may graciously
awaken the peoples of the earth, may grant that the end of
their conduct may be profitable unto them, and aid them to
accomplish that which beseemeth their station.

Were man to appreciate the greatness of his station and the
loftiness of his destiny he would manifest naught save goodly
character, pure deeds, and a seemly and praiseworthy conduct.
If the learned and wise men of goodwill were to impart guid-
ance unto the people, the whole earth would be regarded as
one country. Verily this is the undoubted truth. This servant
appealeth to every diligent and enterprising soul to exert his
utmost endeavour and arise to rehabilitate the conditions in
all regions and to quicken the dead with the living waters of
wisdom and utterance, by virtue of the love he cherisheth for
God, the One, the Peerless, the Almighty, the Beneficent.

No man of wisdom can demonstrate his knowledge save by
means of words. This showeth the significance of the Word
as is affirmed in all the Scriptures, whether of former times
or more recently. For it is through its potency and animating
spirit that the people of the world have attained so eminent
a position. Moreover words and utterances should be both
impressive and penetrating. However, no word will be infused
with these two qualities unless it be uttered wholly for the sake
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of God and with due regard unto the exigencies of the occasion
and the people.

The Great Being saith: Human utterance is an essence which
aspireth to exert its influence and needeth moderation. As to
its influence, this is conditional upon refinement which in turn
is dependent upon hearts which are detached and pure. As to
its moderation, this hath to be combined with tact and wisdom
as prescribed in the Holy Scriptures and Tablets.

Every word is endowed with a spirit, therefore the speaker or
expounder should carefully deliver his words at the appropri-
ate time and place, for the impression which each word maketh
is clearly evident and perceptible. The Great Being saith: One
word may be likened unto fire, another unto light, and the in-
fluence which both exert is manifest in the world. Therefore
an enlightened man of wisdom should primarily speak with
words as mild as milk, that the children of men may be nur-
tured and edified thereby and may attain the ultimate goal
of human existence which is the station of true understanding
and nobility. And likewise He saith: One word is like unto
springtime causing the tender saplings of the rose-garden of
knowledge to become verdant and flourishing, while another
word is even as a deadly poison. It behoveth a prudent man of
wisdom to speak with utmost leniency and forbearance so the
the sweetness of his words may induce everyone to attain that
which befitteth man’s station.

O friend of mine! The Word of God is the king of words and
its pervasive influence is incalculable. It hath ever dominated
and will continue to dominate the realm of being. The Great
Being saith: The Word is the master key for the whole world,
inasmuch as through its potency the doors of the hearts of
men, which in reality are the doors of heaven, are unlocked. No
sooner had but a glimmer of its effulgent splendour shone forth
upon the mirror of love than the blessed word ‘I am the Best-
Beloved’ was reflected therein. It is an ocean inexhaustible
in riches, comprehending all things. Every thing which can
be perceived is but an emanation therefrom. High, immeasur-
ably high is this sublime station, in whose shadow moveth the
essence of loftiness and splendour, wrapt in praise and adora-
tion.

Methinks people’s sense of taste hath, alas, been sorely affected
by the fever of negligence and folly, for they are found to be
wholly unconscious and deprived of the sweetness of His utter-
ance. How regrettable indeed that man should debar himself
from the fruits of the tree of wisdom while his days and hours
pass swiftly away. Please God, the hand of divine power may
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safeguard all mankind and direct their steps towards the hori-
zon of true understanding.

Verily our Lord of Mercy is the Helper, the Knowing, the Wise.

5 I would like to add that thy second letter which had been

sent from Jerusalem hath been received and that which thou
hadst written and set forth therein was perused and read in
His presence. He bade me write as follows:

O Magsud! We have heard thy voice and perceived the sighing
and lamentation thou didst raise in thy longing and eagerness.
Praised be God! The sweet savours of love could be inhaled
from every word thereof. Please God, this bounty may last for
ever. The servant-in-attendance recited the verses thou hast
composed. Thy name is often mentioned in the presence of
this Wronged One and the glances of Our loving kindness and
compassion are directed towards thee.

Great is the station of man. Great must also be his endeavours
for the rehabilitation of the world and the well-being of nations.
I beseech the One true God to graciously confirm thee in that
which beseemeth man’s station.

Be thou guided by wisdom under all conditions, inasmuch as
persons who harbour evil motives have been and are still dili-
gently engaged in intriguing. Gracious God! Unto that immea-
surably exalted Being Who seeketh naught but to foster the
spirit of love and fellowship amongst men, and to revive the
world and ennoble its life, they have imputed such charges as
the tongue and the pen are ashamed to recount.

We have remembered thee and make mention of thee now. We
entreat Him - exalted is His glory - to protect thee with the
hands of might and power and enable thee to recognize that
which will serve thy best interests both in this world and in the
next. He is the Lord of Mankind, the Possessor of the Throne
on High and of the world below. No God is there besides Him,
the Omnipotent, the Powerful. God grant that this Wronged
One may observe fidelity. He hath not forgotten nor will He
ever forget thee.

Thou hast mentioned thine intention to stay in Damascus until
spring, then to proceed to Mosul, should the means be forth-
coming. This lowly servant entreateth God - exalted is His
glory - to provide such means as is deemed expedient, and to
aid thee. He is Potent and Powerful.
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Although all the inhabitants of this region have been treated
with the utmost kindness, yet no evidence of fellowship can be
discerned from them. Thou shouldst observe much tact and
wisdom, for they seek at all times to cavil at and deny the
Cause. May the One true God grant them equity.

Concerning thine own affairs, if thou wouldst content thyself
with whatever might come to pass it would be praiseworthy.
To engage in some profession is highly commendable, for when
occupied with work one is less likely to dwell on the unpleasant
aspects of life. God willing thou mayest experience joy and ra-
diance, gladness and exultation in any city or land where thou
mayest happen to sojourn. This lowly servant will never forget
that distinguished and kind friend. He hath remembered and
will continue to remember thee. The decree lieth with God, the
Lord of all worlds. I fain would hope He may vouchsafe divine
assistance and grant confirmation in that which is pleasing and
acceptable unto Him.

Every word of thy poetry is indeed like unto a mirror in which
the evidences of the devotion and love thou cherishest for God
and His chosen ones are reflected. Well is it with thee who
hast quaffed the choice wine of utterance and partaken of the
soft flowing stream of true knowledge. Happy is he who hath
drunk his fill and attained unto Him and woe betide the heed-
less. Its perusal hath truly proved highly impressive, for it was
indicative of both the light of reunion and the fire of separation.

Far be it from us to despair at any time of the incalculable
favours of God, for if it were His wish He could cause a mere
atom to be transformed into a sun and a single drop into an
ocean. He unlocketh thousands of doors, while man is inca-
pable of conceiving even a single one.

So heedless is this servant that with words such as these he
seeketh to vindicate the supreme power of God - exalted be
His glory. I implore pardon of God, the Most Great, for these
assertions and affirm that this servant at all times recognizeth
his grievous trespasses and misdeeds. He entreateth remission
of his sins from the ocean of the forgiveness of his Lord, the
Most Exalted, and beggeth for that which will make him wholly
devoted to God and enable him to utter His praise, turn himself
toward Him and to put his whole trust in Him. Verily He is
the Potent, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Praised be God, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing.

This lowly one hath read the descriptions of the dialogue with
the traveller which thou hast recounted in thy letter to my
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Lord, may my life be offered up for His sake. The explana-
tions which were set forth awaken the people from the slumber
of heedlessness. Indeed the actions of man himself breed a
profusion of satanic power. For were men to abide by and
observe the divine teachings, every trace of evil would be ban-
ished from the face of the earth. However, the widespread
differences that exist among mankind and the prevalence of
sedition, contention, conflict and the like are the primary fac-
tors which provoke the appearance of the satanic spirit. Yet
the Holy Spirit hath ever shunned such matters. A world in
which naught can be perceived save strife, quarrels and cor-
ruption is bound to become the seat of the throne, the very
metropolis, of Satan.

How vast the number of the loved and chosen ones of God who
have lamented and moaned by day and by night that haply a
sweet and fragrant breeze might blow from the court of His
good-pleasure and dispel altogether the loathsome and foul-
smelling odours from the world. However, this ultimate goal
could not be attained, and men were deprived thereof by virtue
of their evil deeds, which brought upon them the retribution of
God, in accordance with the basic principles of His divine rule.
Ours is the duty to remain patient in these circumstances until
relief be forthcoming from God, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

Magnified be Thy Name, O Lord of all beings and Desire of
all created things! I beseech Thee, by the Word which hath
caused the Burning Bush to lift up its Voice and the Rock to
cry out, whereby the well-favoured have hastened to attain the
court of Thy presence and the pure in heart the dayspring of
the light of Thy countenance, and by the sighing of Thy true
lovers in their separation from Thy chosen ones and by the
lamentation of them that long to behold Thy face before the
dawning splendour of the light of Thy Revelation, to graciously
enable Thy servants to recognize what Thou hast ordained for
them by Thy bounty and Thy grace. Prescribe for them then
through Thy Pen of Glory that which will direct their steps to
the ocean of Thy generosity and will lead them unto the living
waters of Thy heavenly reunion.

O Lord! Look not at the things they have wrought, rather look
unto the loftiness of Thy celestial bounty which hath preceded
all created things, visible and invisible. O Lord! Illumine their
hearts with the effulgent light of Thy knowledge and brighten
their eyes with the shining splendour of the day-star of Thy
favours.

I entreat Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens,
by the blood spilt in Thy Path, and by the heads carried aloft
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on spears for the sake of Thy love, and by the souls that have
melted in their separation from Thy loved ones, and by the
hearts broken for the exaltation of Thy Word, to grant that the
dwellers of Thy realm may unite together in their allegiance to
Thine incomparable Word so that they may all acknowledge
Thy unity and Thy oneness. There is no God but Thee, the
Omnipotent, the Most Exalted, the Knowing, the Wise.

I fain would hope that He Who is the All-Sufficing, the Inac-
cessible, may heed the solicitation of this lowly servant, may
attire the people of the world with the raiment of goodly deeds
and purge them from evil inclinations. He is the Mighty, the
Powerful, the All-Wise, the All-Perceiving. He heareth and
seeth; He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
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To: Mullah Abdul-Ali, in Dahaj

Date: 1299-03-0/ [1882-Jan-24]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing Gls aiglas rLg

The Most Great Book declares: The world hath been and con-
tinues to be darkened by the breaths of the oppressors. The
promised Truth is manifest and uttereth the most exalted call,
yet all remain veiled and heedless save those souls whom the
veils of idle fancies have not prevented from the dawnings
of the lights of certitude. The source and origin of tyranny
have been the divines. Through the sentences pronounced by
these haughty and wayward souls the rulers of the earth have
wrought that which ye have heard. The Jewish divines pro-
nounced sentence for the crucifixion of the Spirit (Christ), and
the divines of the idolaters, the Torah and the Gospel for the
murder of the Lord of all beings in the land of Sad. Consider
how through the verdict of certain divines there befell the Twin
Luminous Lights that which caused the Apostle to lament and
the Chaste One to cry out. The reins of the heedless masses
have been and are in the hands of the exponents of idle fan-
cies and vain imaginings. These decree what they please. God,
verily, is clear of them, and We, too, are clear of them, as are
such as have testified unto that which the Pen of the Most
High hath spoken in this glorious Station. Today steadfast-
ness is accounted among the most meritorious of deeds. Hold
ye fast unto it, O people of Baha, and be not of the heedless
ones. Convey to the friends in that land the greetings of the
Wronged One, and gladden them all with His remembrance,
that haply they may attain unto and hold fast unto that which
is everlasting and enduring. Say: Verily He heareth what your
tongues utter and seeth what ye do. The glory from Us be
upon the friends of God and His loved ones who have cast the
world behind their backs and held fast unto the Most Great
Name, which proclaimeth: “There is none other God but Me,
the All-Uttering, the All-Knowing.”

GPB.231x, PDC.131x
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To: Mirza Ali Akbar brother of Musa, in Dahaj
Date: 1299-03-0/ [1882-Jan-24]

He who is the Manifest, the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing

The Day of God which was mentioned in the books, scriptures,
psalms and tablets, and which was promised by the Supreme
Pen, hath appeared with utmost brilliance, yet none hath rec-
ognized it save whom God hath willed. The Cause is mighty
great. God willing, through the bounty of the True One, ex-
alted be His glory, the people of that land shall not be deprived
and shall receive their portion from the ocean of divine verses.

This is a provision that will forever accompany man - the pas-
sage of time will not alter it, nor will worldly events affect it.
Blessed is he who hath gained in the days of God, and woe
unto him who hath lost and was among the heedless. God will-
ing, thou shalt ever be aflame with the fire of the love of God
and illumined by the light of His knowledge. Verily, He is with
those who love Him and whom He loveth - to this testifieth His
perspicuous Book which is with Him.

We send from this spot Our greetings unto thee and unto those
who have believed in that land, and We give them the glad-
tidings of God’s mercy, His grace, His bounty and His favors.
Verily, He is the Protector of those who do good. The Glory
be upon thee and upon God’s sincere servants. And praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds.

pooed) BN B et

C‘}H}JJ} Jﬁ_) J)JSL;L\ rx
AL s I e Sl 515 55 55
BT e YL 1T O e o) oSy
cle ol e Sy e sl !
S il oy G250 O o) ddle o 5>
W)\ iy Land A O 2

Jsb 5y dal s 0L L azge § sl o
JM\)}\@JC)J\fW_,.,\AV\;Mb_}‘QtA}
e b s W el 5 8 L gk Wl
Dk Ol 8 s AT Bl e 06
loge b2 s (S Jatde b2
B ok e SUd a2 a5 ol e o
ot

el el o 5 S plall 1o e S G
)M}A@.tﬁ}a&!\%jrﬁf;&}&ftﬁ;
sle &;&,lcflﬂl\@;.\s‘.\:b IR
AW Sy b ady cpalt]

BLIB_ Or15715.100c
BHO07197
To: Aqa Siyyid Jafar, in Dahaj
Date: 1299-03-04 [1882-Jan-24]
In the Name of the Wronged One, the Stranger Al r,\h’l\ ot

The hidden and treasured Mystery hath appeared before all
faces, calling aloud and saying: The Promised One hath come
with such sovereignty that all the hosts of the earth combined
cannot withstand Him. To this beareth witness every discern-
ing soul. God testifieth that there is none other God but Him,
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and He Who hath come with the Mother Book is verily the
One mentioned by the tongues of the Messengers. O Ja’far!
Hearken unto the Call from the direction of the Most Great
Scene, wherein the Wronged One calleth and summoneth hu-
manity unto the Lord of Destiny, through Whom every hidden
matter hath been revealed and every wise remembrance hath
come to light. Beware lest the affairs of the world hold thee
back from the Lord of all mankind. Take hold of the Book of
God with the power that proceedeth from Him, then read it
among the sincere ones. Thus hath the Cock of the Throne
crowed forth in this Station which hath been named with the
Most Beautiful Names by One Who is the Mighty, the Ancient.
Glory be upon the people of glory who were not prevented by
the might of the world from His Straight Path. Upon them
pray the Concourse on High and those who circle round the
Throne, by the command of One Who is the Ordainer, the
All-Wise.
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To: Karbala’i Muhammad, in B
Date: 1299-053-04 [1882-Jan-24]

He is the Speaker and I am the Hearer. Say: O people! By
God, the Torah hath testified to Him to Whom even the peb-
bles have borne witness, and the Gospel crieth out unto the
Glorious Lord, and the Qur’an proclaimeth the advent of the
All-Merciful, and the Bayan circleth round the Throne. Yet the
people remain wrapped in a thick veil. Verily, they who have
turned away have in truth turned away from God throughout
all ages. To this testifieth he who hath been granted insight
from his Lord, the Mighty, the Wise. We have manifested
the Cause in such wise that the world hath acknowledged it,
and whoso harboureth rancour from thy Lord is in manifest
opposition. They make mention of God at morn and eventide,
yet deny Him through Whom the fountains of wisdom have
gushed forth amongst all creatures and the kingdom of names
hath appeared to all who are in heaven and on earth. Say:
Every name that hath turned away from God in this Revela-
tion is assuredly among the perishing ones. We have sent down
concerning every matter that which hath brought solace to the
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eyes of them that are nigh unto God. Praise be to God, the
Lord of all worlds.

BHO07726

To: Muhammad Husayn ibn al-Shahid, in B
Date: 1299-03-04 [1882-Jan-24]

In the Name of the Bayan! The Day of God hath come and
the Calamity hath appeared at the Gate, and sovereignty be-
longeth unto God, the Lord of Lords. They that have turned
away and objected - these are the companions of the Fire, as
recorded in the Books and Tablets. The countenance of the
world hath smiled at the appearance of the Most Great Name,
yet the people remain in heedlessness and error. Among them
are those who cling to vain imaginings, and those who cir-
cle round the fly, and those who say “He is mentioned in the
Bayan.” Say: There is nothing fresh or withered but is recorded
in a Book. By God! The Bayan hath been honored by My
Name, and the horizon of the world hath been illumined by
the Light that shineth from this Station. Every seeing one
hath won the lights of the Countenance, and every hearing
one this Call that hath been raised from God, the Lord of all
beings. Say: O people! Arise from the slumber of passion and
turn unto the Most Exalted Horizon - this is better for you, if
ye be of the people of the Path. We have remembered thee that
thou mayest thank God, thy Lord, the Cleaver of the Dawn.
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To: Ali Asghar, in Iskandariyyih
Date: 1299-03-0/ [1882-Jan-24]

He is the Truth, there is no God but Him.

Praise be to God that through the grace of the True One,
exalted be His glory, thou hast attained. Today it is incumbent
upon all to beseech God, exalted be His glory, that perchance
He may grant strength to the followers of His manifest Religion
and protect them from the evil of the deniers and the turning
away of those who have turned aside.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O God of Names and Creator of
heaven! T beseech Thee by the Word through which Thou
didst create all contingent beings and brought forth all existing
things, to assist me to be steadfast in Thy love. O my Lord!
Thou seest me turning unto Thee and directing my face toward
the horizon of Thy grace. Take hold of my hand through Thy
power and might. O my Lord! I am the weak one who hath
clung to the cord of Thy strength; preserve me through Thy
bounty and sovereignty from whatsoever is unworthy of Thy
presence. Then grant me, from the hands of Thy bestowal,
the Kawthar of Thy good-pleasure. Verily Thou art the One
with power over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Hasan, in Qariyyih
Date: 1299-03-04 [1882-Jan-24]

He is the One Who stands supreme over His Cause

Blessed is He Who hath come with mighty sovereignty, whereby

the back of infidelity was broken and living waters gushed forth.

He is the One through Whom the seas appeared and the rivers
flowed and every lofty mountain was made manifest. There
hath not been a day except that the verses of God, the Lord of
the worlds, were sent down therein. How many months did We
withhold the Pen, yet the tongue was speaking the verses of
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God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. And how many days was
I silent while the Pen moved between the fingers of thy Lord,
the Omnipotent. And in all conditions there was sent down
from Our presence that which brought joy to the Concourse
on High and caused every distant idolator to lament. Verily
the seeing one beholdeth what hath appeared in creation and
the hearing one heareth My call, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
We have turned from Our most exalted horizon toward those
who have sought the ultimate goal, and We have mentioned
them as a favor from Us, and I am verily the All-Bountiful,
the Ancient of Days.
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To: Mulla Ali Asghar Qaini, in Birjand
Date: 1299-03-0/ [1882-Jan-24]

He is the Manifest, the Speaker, the Witnessed One.

My Most Exalted Pen hath testified that there is none other
God but Him, and the Tongue hath testified in its Most Glo-
rious Station that the Promise hath been fulfilled and the
Promised One hath come with manifest sovereignty. All things
have testified to that which the Lord of Names hath testified,
yet most of the people remain heedless. They hear the verses
and deny them, and they behold the lights of the Countenance
yet conceal them, having followed every doubting learned one.
How many learned ones have veiled themselves, and how many
ignorant ones have turned to God, the Lord of all worlds! Say:
Glory be to Thee, O Thou through Whom the Dove of the
Cause hath warbled upon the branches, and through Whose
Name the religions have been raised up! I beseech Thee to
make me steadfast in Thy Cause in such wise that neither
the doubts of the learned nor the allusions of the mystics shall
keep me back. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
Bountiful.
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To: Mulla Mahmud, in Sarchah
Date: 1299-03-0/ [1882-Jan-24]

In His Name that hath dominion over all names

A book sent down in truth, giving glad tidings to all of a
Book that speaks in the world and calls the peoples to God,
the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. We have observed your
turning to Us and We have turned to you from this Station
wherefrom the Tongue of Grandeur proclaims: “There is none
other God but Me, the Mighty, the Loving.” Be thankful unto
God that thou hast been mentioned by My Most Exalted Pen
in this praiseworthy station. The clamor has been raised and
the Tablets of Fire have appeared - this is what We had for-
merly announced to all, as attested by honored servants. Cast
aside vain imaginings to their people, then turn with the name
of thy Lord, the Possessor of existence, to the horizon of cer-
titude. Thus has the Tongue spoken in the Kingdom of utter-
ance. Blessed is he who has heard, and woe unto every heedless
and veiled one.
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To: Husayn ibn ’Ayn Ba
Date: 1299-03-04 [1882-Jan-24]

He is the One Who ariseth through My Name, the All-Powerful

The Tongue of Grandeur speaketh, yet the people hear not.
Verily the Spirit giveth glad tidings to the servants, yet the
people turn not unto it. They have taken their idols and cast
aside the Truth. The Knower of the unseen remindeth them
through the Book of God, yet they perceive not. My Most FEx-
alted Pen maketh them aware, yet they turn away from it. We
have sent down verses in such measure that every learned enu-
merator hath failed to reckon them. Every day We have called
them unto God, and every night We have revealed unto them
that which hath caused the hearts of the mystics to soar. We
behold those who follow vain imaginings and those who have
drawn nigh unto God, the Peerless, the All-Informed. Each
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faction rejoiceth in that which it possesseth, yet God is the All-
Seeing, the All-Hearing, the Ordainer, the All-Wise. Praise be
to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Muhammad Rida Qaini, in Khurasan

Date: 1299-03-04 [1882-Jan-24]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of utterance.

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down for all
who are in the realm of possibility, that it may draw them to
a station where they hear in the rustling of its trees what the
Son of Imran heard on the Mount of Knowledge. Verily, those
who have heard the Call and responded - upon them shall the
denizens of the Most Exalted Paradise send their blessings at
eventide and at dawn. Beware lest the veils of names with-
hold you from their Owner and their Sovereign. Leave behind
what ye possess and take what hath been given you from God,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Hearken unto My call: verily
the Wronged One remembereth thee from the precincts of the
Prison and summoneth thee to the Dayspring of verses. Hold
fast to the cord of steadfastness, then drink the choice wine
of inner meanings in the name of thy Lord, the Master of all
beings.
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To: Aqa Muhammad Rida Nahhas (Nazareth) et al., in Haifa
Date: 1299-03-05 [1882-Jan-25]

He is God, exalted be His Station, His Grandeur and His Power

Praise be to God alone, and peace and blessings be upon Him
through Whom was the beginning and in Whom was the end,
Who was the Manifestation of these words “He is the First
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and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden,” and upon His
family and companions through whom was revealed the Path
of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, and through whom
the tongue of the All-Merciful uttered the words “Verily we are
God’s and to Him shall we return.”

To continue: the letter of that spiritual beloved has arrived, in-
dicating several matters which that honored one had in mind.
When these were presented before His Holiness [the Master] -
may the souls of all in the invisible and visible worlds be sacri-
ficed for His sake - He commanded: Write to him: “O Ghulam!
Some of what thou hast said is correct and some incorrect. We
do not accept all of it. The praiseworthy attributes, praise be
to God, have been and are manifold. Hearken, that We may
tell thee: Thou didst hear the call of the Herald, and didst
turn toward the Friend’s sanctuary, and wert favored with an
answer, and didst circumambulate, and wert honored with the
remembrance of the Friend. Yes, man is prone to forgetfulness
and error, but every dust is and shall be cleansed by the water
of sanctification, and every transgression has been and shall
be effaced by the water of forgiveness, for God, exalted be His
glory, is the All-Bountiful, the All-Merciful, the All-Kind, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Seeing, the Answerer of Prayer. God
willing, from the boundless ocean of His generosity, He hath
forgiven and will forgive thee and the friends. He is the All-
Bountiful One before Whose generosity all the world and its
treasures are mere nothingness and utter void. In any case, We
have recorded as good deeds the two equal shortcomings which
thou hadst written of. And as for morals, We beseech Him to
adorn them with a spirit gentle, pure, holy, God-fearing and
radiant. Verily He is the One with power over whatsoever He
willeth, and in His grasp are the reins of the heavens and the
earth. Say:

“Glory be unto Thee, O my God and the God of all things, my
Sovereign and the Sovereign of all who are in the kingdom of
names! I beseech Thee by the Name through which Thou didst
change fire into light, and prison into paradise, and sorrow into
joy, and grief into delight, and darkness into light, that Thou
mayest ordain for me by Thy Most Exalted Pen that which will
adorn me with the ornament of Thy will, O Lord of all names!
Thou art He Who created me and sustained me and nurtured
me by the hands of Thy tender mercy until I grew up in Thy
kingdom and Thou didst cause me to know Thy straight path
and Thy mighty and great highway. I beseech Thee, O my
Lord, my Creator and my Provider, that Thou deprive me not
of that which Thou lovest, nor withhold from me that which
Thou hast chosen. Make me, then, in all conditions, content
with Thy good-pleasure and clinging to the cord of Thy loving
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care. O Lord! T am the poor one, the lowly, the wretched, the
abject, and Thou art the All-Sufficient, the All-Conquering,
the All-Powerful, the Almighty, the All-Potent.” End.

Mention of the group was made, and favor was manifest to-
wards each one. God willing, may all be joyous and cognizant
of the worth of their day and station. On behalf of this evanes-
cent one, convey mention and greetings to each one. God will-
ing, may they attain to God’s grace, God’s mercy, God’s good-
pleasure and God’s favor.

i Praise be to God, your letter brought a smile to the Beloved’s

face and was the cause of joy. As commanded, say to Jinab-i-
Aqa Lutfu’llah, upon him be the Glory of God: “Dear father,
he attained to God’s favor and at the time of his ascension
and advancement, God’s grace encompassed him. By My life,
verily he is in the highest companionship and beholds at every
moment the favor of God, the Lord of the worlds.” God, ex-
alted be His glory, is great and generous - the world displays
His bounty and the seas are a sign of His grace. We beseech
Him to forgive you and remit your sins and adorn you with
the ornament of His mercy which has preceded existence in
both the unseen and visible realms. Be not grieved - this is the
time for joy. Hold fast to the cord of His favor, be confident
in His grace and stand firm in His love. These three became
four - mention was multiplied but sanctified beyond number.
Be grateful and among those who render thanks.

Praise befitteth and is worthy of the King of all worshipped
beings Who, through a single revelation of the word “I am
the Lord,” made countless servants to appear. He bestowed
favor, He created, He granted knowledge, He conferred under-
standing, and adorned all with the crown of wisdom that they
might know Him and attain to His purpose. Blessed is the
seeing, hearing one who saw and heard, and woe to the blind
and deaf who were deprived and excluded. And blessings and
peace be upon His chosen one and the best of His creation, the
beginning of His Cause and the seal of His utterance, through
whose Book books were ended and through whose presence
messengers were concluded, and upon his family and compan-
ions whom God made lamps of guidance among creation and
suns of justice in the kingdom - they through whom trembling
seized the inhabitants of the realms of unbelief and earthquakes
the people of misbelief and remoteness.

Further, some time ago your letter arrived and became the
cause of countless sorrows. Details were submitted and He
said:
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O Rida! Has your ear not attained to the blessed word “Give
glad tidings to the patient ones”? Have you not found and per-
ceived the sweetness of patience and forbearance in the path of
the Peerless Friend? He says “and the patient in adversity and
affliction and in time of conflict.” Hear the call of the Wronged
One and be content with what He has ordained and give thanks
for His consummate wisdom. None is aware - oftentimes from
pain He brings forth a hundred thousand comforts, and from
illness He produces health. Have you not seen how He trans-
formed the prison into paradise? Have you not heard how He
made poison sweeter and more pleasant than honey? Were
it not that heedlessness encompassed some who are unaware
of the ocean of knowledge and were occupied with their own
doings, you would now behold all these regions illumined and
honored with the light of glory, wealth, riches, comfort and
grandeur. What was destined has come to pass, and command
belongeth unto God, the Lord of all names. End.

Praise be unto God! Such bounty hath been observed and is
being observed that it needeth not mention by this servant.
If thou wert thirsty, thou hast attained unto the water of ut-
terance; if thou wert hungry, thou hast gained access to the
heavenly table; and if thou wert seeking, thou hast heard the
call of the Sought One. God willing, thou shalt at all times
gain access to the Kawthar of utterance and the table of the
All-Merciful, and be freed and delivered from aught else but
the Truth. The Glory be upon thee and upon Inayatu’llah and
his mother and his sister, and upon all who seek to tread the
Path. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the Beautiful!

This evanescent one’s petition to your honour is this: that
his honour Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the glory of God,
the Lord of Power, is present in that land. God willing, in
whatsoever place or station he may be, may he be adorned with
the ornament of health, certitude and tranquility. Convey my
greetings to him and say that in these days, praise be to God,
news of the well-being of the friends in your lands hath been
received. All are joyous and occupied with the remembrance
of God. Beseech God, exalted be His glory, that He may grant
success unto all the peoples of the earth and bestow upon them
a portion from the ocean of His generosity. In these days,
observe justice like unto a sparrow and tyranny like unto a
falcon. What power hath the sparrow to spread its wings and
soar in his presence, let alone to learn and to teach? The
Command is in the hand of God, the Lord of all worlds. Praise
be to God, the Master of the Day of Judgment.
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The letters arrived tonight, and in haste, in the first chamber
of the building, they live. What the hand of destiny shall bring
forth tomorrow, God alone knoweth. However, this much we
submit: that it was accepted before His presence. Blessed art
thou, and he, and 1.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1299-03-19 [1882-Feb-8]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Great, the Most Holy, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be unto Him Who hath illumined the world with the
lights of His Most Great Name, that He might make known
unto the peoples that which draweth them nigh unto Him
through His grace. Blessed is the eye that hath beheld the
lights, the ear that hath heard the mysteries, the face that hath
turned towards Him, the heart that hath accepted Him, the
tongue that hath spoken, the hand that hath grasped, and the
foot that hath arisen to serve the Cause on this Day wherein
every hidden thing hath been revealed, every treasured thing
brought forth, every realm thrown into commotion, and ev-
ery mighty foundation made to tremble. Glory and praise be
upon those who have not broken the Covenant and who have
traversed the horizons out of love for God, the Lord of the
worlds. These are servants who have aided the Cause of God,
who have spoken His praise and who have spread His firm and
mighty Cause.

And further: it is submitted that thy letters dated the first of
Dhi’l-Qa’dah, the fifth of Muharram, and the eighth of Muhar-
ram all arrived in one envelope. As they all testified to thy
humility, submissiveness, steadfastness and service in the path
of God, they brought the utmost joy and gladness. God willing,
mayest thou ever remain occupied with the mention and praise
of the Truth and steadfast in service. After being apprised of
their contents, they were presented before the Most Holy and
Most Exalted Presence, and after permission was granted, the
details were submitted. His word, exalted be His grandeur:
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He is the Dawning-Place from the horizon of utterance

O Abu’l-Hasan! Thy petitions have attained the honor of be-
ing heard. God willing, mayest thou ever remain steadfast,
firm and upright. The Supreme Pen beareth witness to thy
acceptance, recognition, obedience and service, and this tes-
timony sufficeth. Be thou thankful unto thy Lord, the All-
Seeing, the All-Informed. O Abu’l-Hasan! The face of the
world is changing. For the sake of the religion of God, hardly
anything remaineth among the people. They worship the idols
of vain imaginings and are heedless of the Truth, exalted be
His glory. Whosoever in this day hath attained unto recogni-
tion and steadfastness is reckoned among the people of truth
and is mentioned by the Concourse on High; all others are as
non-existent and as naught. Each day strange and wondrous
tribulations appear, yet none taketh notice. In truth, divine
wrath hath encompassed all. We beseech the True One to assist
all and make them aware.

We make mention of My loved ones in that place who have
clung to the hem of thy Lord’s mercy, the All-Bountiful. Say:
O people of Baha! Strive ye and hold fast unto that which is be-
fitting this Day. Guide the people through deeds and conduct,
and give them to drink of the water of true knowledge. In the
watches of the night and throughout the day, the Supreme Pen
is occupied with the mention of souls who have accepted the
Faith. The comprehension of this station is hidden, for were
the loved ones of God to catch its fragrance and become aware
of its loftiness and sublimity, they would all assuredly arise
to do that which God loveth. From this station We send Our
glorification upon their faces and We bid them to that which
will exalt the Cause of God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.
We make mention of My handmaidens who have attained unto
My sealed wine. Upon them, both men and women, be the
glory of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Convey
My glorification to the handmaidens of God who are related to
thee, give them the glad-tidings of the favors of God, exalted
be His glory, and make them joyous.

Praise be to God! Through the grace of the True One, Who
hath no peer or equal, thou art blessed. Thou didst mention
those friends of God who, praise be to God, are illumined by
the rays of the Sun of Truth and are steadfast and firm in
the Divine Cause. This brought boundless joy, and when it
was presented before the Ancient Beauty, He was seen to smile.
In truth, if at all times they hold fast to unity and harmony,
assuredly the light of concord will illumine the horizons and
the flame of unity will ignite the hearts. Praise be to God, the
river of mercy flows from the right hand of the Throne. God
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willing, the trees of existence have attained and will attain
their portion. This is that water of which He saith, “And
from water We made all things living.” A hundred thousand
thanks that thy letter brought that which caused joy, gladness
and delight. Some time ago, a detailed letter was written and
sent to thee and also to Aqga Muhammad-Hasan, upon him be
96 [Baha'u’llah], who was bearing the blessed Tablets. God
willing, it hath arrived and its lights have encompassed all
hearts.

As to thy mention that Ibn-i-Ismu’llah-i-Asdaq, Aqa Mirza
Asadu’llah, and Aga Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon them be the
Glory of God, are engaged in serving the Cause and specifically
intend to travel to various regions for teaching - when this was
presented, He said: “Excellent is what they have done.” May
God, exalted be His glory, through His wondrous grace and
bounty, make people ready to hearken unto the blessed Word,

that they may hear from them and turn to the highest horizon.

The Command is in His hands; He guideth whom He willeth
through His grace, and He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

Regarding thy mention of Aga Mirza Husayn from the people
of Ta and Fa, upon him be the Glory of God, God willing, may
he be assisted and enkindled. The servant beseecheth his Lord
to strengthen him to remain steadfast in what he was, and to
grant him in every moment the Kawthar of His bounty that he
may drink thereof and be in such wise that neither the ranks
of words nor their ornamentations prevent him from God, the
One, the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Concerning Haji Mirza Zaynu’l-‘Abidin B. R., upon him be
the Glory of God, thou didst write that he watcheth over the
affairs of the friends. Excellent is what he hath done in the

path of God. God willing, may he be assisted and confirmed.

If thou shouldst meet him later, convey greetings to him on
behalf of this evanescent one.

~ Regarding what thou didst write about the Huququ’'llah, the

firm divine ordinance hath been revealed in the Book, and this
matter dependeth upon the acceptance of the souls themselves,
for God, exalted be His glory, looking to His previous mercy,

hath informed all of what hath been prescribed in the Book.

Blessed are they that act! Demanding it is not and hath never
been beloved. Every matter should be accomplished with the
utmost spirit and fragrance. From whomsoever accepteth with
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complete contentment and payeth it, accept it; otherwise, ver-
ily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is independent of all worlds.
Today one must hold fast to that which causeth the exaltation,
elevation and glory of the Cause. Thus hath spoken the True
One, the Knower of things unseen, aforetime, and the servant
heard it with his own ear. O my beloved! If people were to
perceive the sweetness of the divine commandments and their
fruits, surely all would act upon them with the utmost eager-
ness and yearning. We beseech God to assist all to do what
He loveth and is pleased with. Verily, He is the Helper, the
Confirmer, the All-Wise.

Concerning what you mentioned about Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Karim,
upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, his sincerity and devotion
were presented before the Most Holy and Most Exalted Pres-
ence. These decisive verses were revealed from the heaven of
will - His word, exalted be His grandeur:

He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing

Glorified be He Who hath appeared and hath manifested that
which was recorded in the books of old by the Most Exalted
Pen. He, verily, is the Powerful, the Mighty. We have men-
tioned those who have sought the ultimate goal and the highest
summit, and We mention them as a token of Our grace. To
this testifieth every fair-minded and perceiving one. O ‘Abdu’l-
Karim! Abu’l-Hasan hath mentioned thee in his letter. We
have revealed for thee this wondrous Tablet. Blessed is the
face that hath turned and the heart that hath advanced toward
God, the Lord of the worlds. Be steadfast in the Path, firm
in the Cause, and speak in praise of thy gracious Lord. Verily,
He heareth the call and answereth, and He is the All-Bountiful,
the All-Forgiving, the Merciful. Ask thou God to assist thee
to remain steadfast in this mighty Cause and to aid thee to act
in accordance with what He hath revealed in His wise Book -
the Book at whose revelation the clouds have passed away, the
breezes of revelation have wafted, the Bridge hath been set up,
the Balance hath been established, and the nightingale hath
warbled upon the branches. Dominion belongeth unto God,
the Mighty, the Praised One.

God willing, may they attain unto this Most Holy and Most
Exalted Tablet and become fragrant with the sweet savors of
Blessed is he who perceiveth the fragrance of his
Lord’s verses and is among the steadfast ones.

its verses.

And concerning what you mentioned about Aga ‘Ali-Akbar
Bey, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, it was presented before
the Most Holy, Most Glorious, and Most Exalted Presence.
This is what the Tongue of Unity hath spoken - His word,
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exalted be His grandeur: God willing, may they be blessed
with divine favors. They have been mentioned before and af-
ter. Praise be to God, they have attained unto the mention
of the Beloved of the worlds, and this is among God’s greatest
bounties. We, from this station, glorify him and give him glad
tidings of mercy from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The honored Haji Siyyid ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the glory of
God and His favor, was mentioned in the Most Holy Presence,
and what was given to them was mentioned, and praise be to
God, it was accepted. Likewise regarding the mount that you
have repeatedly written about, and that Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah,
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory, has also mentioned -
it was written to them that you have explained the details.
According to the command, whatever the friends of God give
as a gift to be presented to the Presence, their wishes must
be carried out so that the hearts of those who have turned to
God and the minds of the sincere ones may not be clouded with
grief. And whatever is given as Huquq, permission is granted
for it to be sold. They commanded: Write to Abu’l-Hasan - in
all matters, keep your gaze fixed on that which will exalt the
Cause of God. This is the counsel of the Wronged One.

Therefore the aforementioned mount should reach the Most
Holy Presence, and care should be taken that it not become
impaired on the journey, as has happened before. On behalf
of this evanescent one, convey greetings to the honorable Bey
and other friends of God. God willing, may all remain firm
as mountains, ablaze like fire, and luminous like light. Verily,
bounty is in His hand - He giveth and withholdeth, and He is
the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

As for what you wrote in your second letter, numbered 4 and
dated the fifth of Muharram, concerning the details of the prop-
erties in the land of Kha, the decree regarding this had already
been issued through divine grace, stating that gifts should be
presented to the Most Holy Court, and whatever is in the name
of Huquq, the honored Afnan—upon him be all the most glori-
ous Baha—and your honor may arrange as deemed appropriate.
Praise be to God, your gaze has been and continues to be
fixed upon the Supreme Horizon, and you have attained unto
the word of contentment, which is the greatest of all great
matters. Under all conditions, God willing, you have been and
are seeking the exaltation of the Cause. Thus has spoken the
Desired One, before and after. Verily, He is the Speaker, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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Regarding what you wrote about the friends of God, that in
every place and dwelling they have shown and continue to show
you the utmost consideration—this detail was presented at the
Most Holy Court, and each of these mentioned souls has been
illumined by the lights of the Sun of Truth, and mention of
them all has flowed from the tongue of Truth, exalted be His
glory. Blessed are they, and theirs is a goodly return, and theirs
is a goodly station, and theirs is the best in the Hereafter and
in this world.

Concerning what you wrote about Muhammad-Qabli-Husayn,
upon him be the Glory of God, praise be to God that he has
been successful in serving the Cause. Previously, wondrous and
exalted Tablets were revealed and sent specifically for him and
his namesake, Ibn-i-Lat, whom you had mentioned. Likewise,
this servant, according to his capacity and lowliness, sent him
a letter. Additionally, divine, impregnable, and holy Tablets
were sent specifically for some of the friends of Truth in their
land. I beseech and hope from God, exalted be His glory, that
He will assist them to preserve what has been bestowed upon
them, that the conditions of creation will not render them idle,
and that the coldness of the heedless souls will not cause them
to become dispirited. That they appointed him as represen-
tative was acceptable, but in all cases they must observe the
exaltation of the Cause. Demanding is not and has never been
permissible. If any soul turns with the utmost spirit, fragrance
and contentment to pay the Huquq, it should be accepted; oth-
erwise, verily God is the Self-Sufficient, the Praiseworthy.

Consider what the All-Merciful has revealed in the Qur’an. His
exalted Word states: “And among them he who wrongs his
own soul, and among them he who follows a middle course,
and among them he who outstrips others through good deeds.”
Whatever good becomes manifest, its benefit returns to the
souls of those who act. Had they known, they would have
hastened to good deeds. They have said: “Forsake the entire
world, but forsake not even an atom of the exaltation of God’s
Cause.” This is the divine counsel that has been inscribed by
the Supreme Pen in the crimson scroll. Blessed are they who
act accordingly.

Ask God to assist souls to do what befits the Day of God,
that they may act with perfect contentment in accordance with
what they have been commanded in God’s Book. And regard-
ing your mention of those souls who have been successful in
paying the Huqugq, this is from God’s bounty to them and His
favor upon them. Mention of each of them was presented at

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

238 yoy kg Al Okass wosl s K

0356 QUL 511 ey JE ey J2 o
P ol Cale s feals O dileis
S 15k 05 SThe s O 51 S 5 A
Jo G LIS 8 S5 5 it 56 S
Sl by b gk 3l ool A

GV BV s b s plas e o

o 30 G ) W Ol tosl > &
d;f olay & adl aisg [ ‘Ir] 14 4
50l Gogaz 3 5) ) Cadz Slead
Ll & Ld o) ol ol e ol
5 b aie famd A sy e3¢ §3
Olatl Cads o dm] i 5 42 Lol
wils ) 0 3K 5 @38 e
BE d"wdl:“‘)) 5 64:” P pat pmd
Jlol bl anzt andio 1)) DLyl 2|
Ly 8 ol s o ddle Jor 3 ) o2
DLt odd Sl ol L alis a5
Bl el @oyy oy Wl S Ll Gls
Kage 5 1y olay &) silad os bl | 5L
Aol Al b e s Sy sl Uy
A St 5 0355 sla adllae unld di>Se |
Ls\’li JU\ Lﬂb) B) Ol‘..) TR «J& Ls.MAJ
A sl A OV 552 ds) 548 G s

Qs A5 w2 s 06,30 3 o)l 1 by

&uw)mw,mgwwj
O s st all oy me ) ol il
i 19,8 J ol )y ale sl 252
EVE P VRN Ay JOIPPRs
A e i) 4,5 B e 0
Gsb edd S L i o el 51 8

o) Cpalal

£l a3 b o dal2
T ale 12 Loy IS ol A gy Sll
5385 el b A OE 5 8
d3g by Nodd e Gy 515k S

S 55 b ey oo Bl b oo lls

172

21

Do



[\v)
ot

Vol. 66: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part I

BH00090

the Most Holy Court, and bounty was manifested and evident
in relation to each one.

Concerning your mention of the honored Ali-Qabli-Akbar,
upon him be the glory of God, the Lord of destiny; the
honored Aga Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be the glory of
God; the honored Mahbubi, son of Ismu’llah-i-Asdaq, upon
them both be all His most glorious glory; and the honored
Aqga Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be the glory and favor of
God - that they are all engaged in serving the Cause - this
was presented. The sun of loving-kindness has ever been and
continues to be shining upon them from the heaven of grace.
Their letters have also been received. God willing, this servant
shall succeed in responding to them, for now occupations have
increased to such a degree that free time has become like the
legendary phoenix - spoken of but non-existent. May God,
exalted be His glory, assist them and protect them from the
burning fire of the heedless unbelievers. Verily, He is the One
with power over whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but
Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Regarding what you wrote about the honored Aqga Shaykh
Sadiq, upon him be the glory of God, God willing may he
be assisted in serving the Cause. Convey greetings from this
servant to him and say: God willing, may you be successful in
serving the Cause. Let not time slip away - this is the time for
service, that is, teaching God’s Cause with the wisdom which
the All-Bestowing One hath revealed in the Book. God willing,
may they succeed in that which shall endure throughout the
kingdom of earth and heaven. Some time ago, a most mighty
and holy Tablet was revealed specifically for him, and this ser-
vant, as commanded, made a copy from the original. Now it is
being sent - deliver it to him. God willing, may they be glad-
dened by the fragrances of the verses and adorn the people
with the ornament of life through the living waters. Convey
greetings from this servant to the honored Mulla Husayn and
say: Today is the day of steadfastness and the day of teaching.
God willing, may they be assisted in that which He loveth and
is pleased with.

26 Concerning your mention of the Land of Alif, those related to

the honored Fath-i-A’zam, upon him be all the most glorious
glory, have been and continue to be remembered before the
Throne, and God’s favor has been and continues to be directed
towards them. This servant beseeches and hopes that God
will assist them in preserving their stations. And regarding
your mention of the honored Aqa Mirza Faraju’llah, this was
presented before the Most Holy Court. This most mighty and
exalted Tablet was revealed for him:
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* In the Name of the Forgiving, the Merciful

This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One while impris-
oned in the hands of the heedless. Verily He came for the
reformation of the world, yet the people opposed and objected
until there befell Him that which caused the dwellers of the
highest Paradise to lament. Thus did the Pen speak by the
command of One Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed. Give
thanks unto God for having enabled thee to acknowledge that
which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken in the world. He
is verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. We counsel
thee and those who have believed to that whereby the Cause
of God shall be uplifted amongst His creation. He is verily
the Counselor, the Trustworthy. And We remember My loved
ones there who were not held back by the intimations of the
divines from this Great Announcement. When a crier crieth
from among the criers, leave him behind you, turning unto
God, the Lord of the worlds. Thus hath the Tongue spoken in
the kingdom of utterance. Blessed is he who hath heard, and
woe unto the heedless. O people of Baha! Upon you be the
glory of God and upon those who have drunk the choice sealed
wine from the cups of the words of their Lord, the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

And this is what was revealed for the honored Mulla Rida
‘Ababaf in Zavarih:

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

O loved ones of the All-Merciful in Za and Vav! Hearken to
the call of the Wronged One. He summons you to God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting, and gives you glad tidings of
that which hath been ordained for you from the Supreme Pen,
and reminds you of that which will assist you in this Cause
from God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Blessed is
the ear that hath attained unto the call of God, and the heart
that hath turned to the praiseworthy station. Grieve not over
the world and its hardships. By the life of God! The greatest
joy hath been ordained for you, did ye but know it. The Day
of Resurrection hath come, yet the people remain seated. The
Day of Glory hath appeared, yet the people turn away from it.

O people of Baha! Ye were all created for goodly deeds, spir-
itual qualities, and the betterment of the world. God willing,
through the grace of God, exalted be His glory, ye shall act
in accordance with that which is befitting and meet in this
day. Know ye your worth and preserve your stations through
the name of the peerless Beloved. This blessed day hath no
likeness or equal. God willing, may ye be assisted to perform
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such deeds as shall endure throughout the kingdom of earth
and heaven.

Behold ye and remember when the Sacrifice proceeded to the
place of offering and gave up his spirit by his own hand in the
path of God, the Lord of Names. By the life of God! The
Concourse on High welcomed him, and the tribes of the near
ones descend upon his resting place at eventide and dawn. The
glory shining from the horizon of eternity be upon him and
upon those whom the affairs of names prevented not from the
Creator of heaven, who cast away the world and held fast to
the Most Great Name, which proclaimeth that there is none
other God but He, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

O Rida! We have heard thy call and answered thee, and have
witnessed thy turning and have turned unto thee from this
noble station. Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having
enabled me to turn unto Thee. I beseech Thee to make me
steadfast in Thy Cause in all conditions. O Lord! Ordain for
me what Thou hast ordained for Thy loved ones, and decree
for me that which shall profit me in the world to come and in
this world. Verily Thou art the Lord of all beings. There is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

35 Praised be God that the souls mentioned in your letter have

attained to matchless grace. God willing, may they drink from
the hidden seas within the words of the Revealer of verses - such
a draught that the affairs of the world shall not prevent them
from the Lord of Eternity. May they ever be enkindled with
the fire of love and illumined by the light of knowledge. The

Command is in the hands of God, the Powerful, the Almighty.

As for what you wrote concerning Haji ‘Ali-Akbar, there hath
been revealed from the Kingdom of Utterance, specially for
him and the other friends, that which cannot be equaled by
heaven and earth. His word, exalted be His majesty:

He is the Witness, the Hearer, the All-Knowing

O Most Exalted Pen! Thou hast mentioned My loved ones
in Za and Vav, and now mention them once again. Verily,
Thy grace encompasseth all created things, and Thou art the
Generous, the Bountiful. Beware lest the affairs of the world
stay thee. Move like lightning, nay with greater speed, by the
leave of God, the Lord of all worlds. Blessed art thou, O Pen!
I testify that thou hast not fallen short in any matter, having
been remembering at all times. Thou hast been in constant

motion, commemorating God and His loved ones at all times.

The river of wisdom and utterance hath flowed from thee, and

thy fragrance hath wafted between the heavens and the earth.
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Thou hast been with Me at all times and hast attained the
presence in all conditions, and thou art the one who hath won
My beautiful praise. Say: O My loved ones! Rejoice in My
remembrance, then remember the Wronged One Who hath
been imprisoned in the land of exile through what the hands
of the heedless have wrought. O ‘Ali-Akbar! The Wronged
One maketh mention of thee inasmuch as thou hast turned to
God and held fast to His firm cord. Be steadfast in the Cause.
Beware lest the clamor of the doubtful ones deter thee. Thus
hath the Most Exalted Pen spoken as a token of His grace, and
He is the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

As for your mention of Aqa Siyyid Yusuf from the land of
Husayn-Abad, upon him be the Glory of God, and his son Aga
Siyyid Husayn, it was presented before the Most Holy Court,
and this blessed Tablet was revealed from the heaven of favor
especially for them. His word, exalted be His majesty:

He is the Most Great, the Most Ancient, the Most Glorious

O Yusuf! The whole world hath awaited this Day, occupied
with its remembrance throughout the nights and days. This
is the Day that hath been recorded by the Most Exalted Pen
as the Day of God in all divine Books, Tablets and Scriptures.
Yet when the splendors of the dawn of God’s Day appeared, all
became heedless and arose in opposition and objection. The
party that considered itself the best of all parties and would
speak of hastening the advent of the Qa’im, ultimately pro-
nounced the verdict for His death. O Yusuf! Hearken unto the
call of the Wronged One and wholly purify and sanctify thine
ears from former vain imaginings, that thou mayest attain to
hearing the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree and comprehend
the cooing of the Dove of Eternity. Great is the Day and great
is the Cause. Strive, while time remaineth, to attain unto that
which is everlasting and eternal. Blessed art thou and thy
son who is named Husayn. We, from this station, send Our
glorification upon thee and him, and We give you both glad
tidings of My wondrous Tablet. The Glory be upon you both
and upon those who have quaffed the choice wine of revelation
from the hands of the bounty of their Lord, the Munificent,
the Generous. We beseech for you both supreme steadfastness
in this Cause, which when it appeared, every mighty pillar was
shaken. End.

O My loved one! The verses, proofs, manifestations and signs
have, by God besides Whom there is none other God, appeared
in such wise that all tongues and pens are powerless to describe
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and express them. Now must ye supplicate with utmost humil-
ity and devotion to the Self-Sufficing Lord that He may not
deprive the people, and that the crowing of the crows and the
clamor of the deniers may not become a barrier. And as for
the mention made of Aqa Siyyid Radi from Fath-Abad, it was
presented before the most mighty and exalted Court, and this
blessed Tablet was revealed especially for him. God willing,
may he attain his goal and not remain deprived of the Kawthar
of utterance.

He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing.

Today every soul must ponder what hath been revealed and
search with their own intellect and understanding, lest they
be deprived of the effulgent rays of the Sun of Truth. The
Truth hath ever been and shall forever remain distinct from
aught else. The opposition of the opposers and denial of the
deniers hath never mattered and never shall, for in every age
and cycle when the Luminary of Truth appeared, the divines,
mystics and princes rose up in opposition and exerted their
utmost to extinguish the divine light. Consider the advent of
Christ - what the Jewish divines inflicted upon Him was greater
than what any had suffered before. Likewise observe what
the idolatrous priests and those learned in the Gospel wreaked
upon the Seal of the Prophets. I swear by the Sun of Truth
that what was visited upon Him caused the Concourse on High
to raise their lamentations. In light of this, the discerning soul
should not cling to people’s opposition and objections, thereby
depriving themselves of the Truth. O Rady, God willing thou
shalt observe with thine own eyes and ponder with utmost
fairness upon what hath been manifested, that perchance the
hand of bounty may take hold of thee, deliver thee from the
depths of doubt and fancy, and guide thee to the dawn of
certitude. Verily He guideth whom He willeth unto His straight
path. All praise be to God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. End.

And likewise thy other letter dated the eighth of Muharram ar-
rived like a rose. In truth, as it was adorned with the mention
of God and His praise, the musk-like fragrance of inner mean-
ings wafted from it. It was a flower that reminded the lovers
of the springtime days of divine knowledge. God willing, may
thou ever be occupied with the mention of Truth and attain
His bounty.

Regarding the mention of Aqa Muhammad Ibrahim in the land
of Qaf and Mim, the beloved Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him
be 9 66 [Baha’'u’llah], had mentioned him. A Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablet was specifically revealed and sent to him. God
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willing, may he drink cup after cup of recognition from the
divine Tablet and strive to adorn the dead world with the or-
nament of life through the outpourings of the ocean of inner
meanings. This is not difficult for God.

The mention of the honored cotton-carders, upon them be the
Glory of God, has been made repeatedly. Praise be to God,
they are recipients of the bounties of the All-Bountiful Lord.
Their mention hath been and is before the Most Holy Court.
And regarding what thou wrote about the funds that the afore-
mentioned ones gave to the honored mother of the sanctuary,
upon her be the Glory of God and His bounty, before and after
- well done to them, then again well done to them. They them-
selves wrote the details from the land of K. If thou meetest
the brothers, namely the honored cotton-carders, upon them
be the Glory of God, convey greetings on behalf of this evanes-
cent one.

And regarding what thou mentioned about Jasb and the loved
ones of God in that land, it was presented at the Most Holy,
Most Exalted Court. These sublime utterances were revealed
from the Dayspring of the bounty of the Lord of Names and
Attributes. God willing, may they drink from the Kawthar of
utterance and attain new life. He saith, exalted be His glory:

He is the Expositor in the Kingdom of Utterance

O loved ones of God in Jasb! Hearken unto what the Wronged
One remindeth you from the direction of the Prison, and cal-
leth you unto God, the Peerless, the All-Informed. Beware
lest the conditions of creation hold you back from the Truth.
Leave what the people possess and take what ye have been
commanded by God, the Lord of the worlds. Say:

Glorified art Thou, O God of Names, Creator of the heavens,
Who art manifest in the kingdom of creation and Who gazest
from the Most Exalted Horizon. We beseech Thee by the fire of
the Sacred Tree, and the light of Oneness, and by the murmur
of the water of life in the Most Exalted Paradise, and the
rustling of the breezes of reunion in the Supreme Paradise,
that Thou write down for us that which will draw us nigh unto
Thee in all conditions. O Lord! Thou seest the dead hastening
toward the ocean of life and the sinners turning unto Thee, O
Forgiver of sins. We beseech Thee, O Lord of existence, by
Thy Name, the Manifest, the Witnessed, and by the cry of
the lovers in their separation from Thee, and the lamentation
of the yearning ones in their remoteness from Thee, and by
the breasts that have welcomed arrows in Thy love, that Thou
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assist us in serving Thee and in promoting Thy Cause, and
enable us to achieve this matter whereby the feet of the learned
and the mystics have slipped in Thy kingdom. O Lord! We

are servants who have turned toward the horizon of Thy grace.

We beseech Thee not to deprive us of what lieth with Thee,
then clothe us in the garments of bounty by the hands of Thy
mercy. O Lord! Thou art the Generous, possessed of great
bounty. Write down for us from Thy Most Exalted Pen the
good of the hereafter and of this world. Verily, Thou art the
Lord of all beings. There is none other God but Thee, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

The names of the loved ones of that land which that honored
one had written were individually presented before the Most
Holy Court, and this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet, together
with special prayers for all, hath been revealed. God willing,
they will attain unto the reading thereof. The honored Beloved,
Aga Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be the Glory of God, hath
also mentioned them. Perhaps separate tablets will also be
sent for each one. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
Bestower, the Munificent, the Giver, the Generous. On behalf
of this ephemeral one, convey greetings to each one and say
that, God willing, ye should be so steadfast in the Cause that
when any barker entereth that land, he shall return therefrom
disappointed and in loss, like frightened asses fleeing from a
lion. Today is the day when the gems of human existence

should appear in the realm through the polish of divine favor.

Effort is needed. Blessed is the one who hath arisen with power
to assist the Cause of his Lord with wisdom and utterance. He
is indeed of the people of this noble station.

And regarding the mention that was made of Badigan and the
loved ones of the All-Merciful in that land, it was presented
before the Throne, and this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
was revealed specifically for the honored Aqa Mirza Mahmud,

upon him be the Glory of God, and the friends of that land.

God willing, may they attain unto and drink from the Kawthar
of divine utterance. His word, exalted be His majesty:

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

A Book sent down by the Wronged One from this praiseworthy
station to him who was named Mahmud, that he may rejoice
and be among the thankful ones. O Mahmud! We heard thy
call before and answered thee out of Our grace. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. Blessed art
thou for having turned to the Most Sublime Horizon when all
people turned away from it save whom God, the Lord of the
worlds, did please. How many a servant awaited My days, how
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many a learned one searched for My station, and how many a
mystic lamented My separation. Yet when I manifested Myself,
they turned away from Me and denied My signs, until they
pronounced judgment against Me with manifest injustice. O
Mahmud! Take the Book with the strength granted by Us and
grieve not because of those who cast the verses of God behind
their backs, following vain imaginings and idle fancies. Arise
to serve the Cause, then make mention of the Wronged One
amidst myriads of those near unto God. From this glorious
station, We send Our greetings upon thee and upon those who
have attained unto this mighty Cause. Give them the glad
tidings of God’s loving-kindness and His mercy, and remind
them of this Cause whereby the feet of the mystics have slipped.
The glory shining forth from the horizon of eternity be upon
thee and upon them from God, the One, the All-Informed.

O Mahmud! Hearken in the Persian tongue. Strive that per-
chance thou mayest revive the dispirited and withered ones,
and lead those who thirst in the wilderness of error to the
Salsabil of guidance. Today the sun of bounty is shining and
the heaven of generosity is upraised. Blessed is the soul that
hath recognized and attained. Woe unto the heedless ones!
Under all conditions, occupy thyself with teaching the Cause
in wisdom and utterance, in the name of the Self-Sufficient, the
Most High. Verily, He is with His servants who teach. Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

O My loved one! The words of God, exalted be His glory, are

bestowed and granted as a cup-bearer of the Kawthar of life.
Blessed are they who drink! The person of insight beholdeth
in the hand of each one a cup of living water. He taketh it
and drinketh in the name of the Friend, despite every deceitful
opponent.

Thou didst mention the land of K and likewise the meeting
with the honored and beloved Haji Mirza Juni, upon him be
the glory of God. Mention of him hath been and will continue
to be made in the Most Holy Court. He is among the early
souls. This evanescent servant beseecheth God, exalted be His
glory, to ever assist him in that which is befitting. After the
arrival of thy letter, a detailed account was presented in the
Most Holy and Most Exalted Court. This is what was revealed
for him from the Kingdom of our Lord, the Most High, the
Most Great. His word, exalted be His glory:

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

O Letter Jim! Hearken unto what the Word of God uttereth
from the Prison. He hath remembered thee before, through
which the fragrance of the All-Merciful was wafted throughout
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all possibility, and remembereth thee at this hour, and giveth
thee glad tidings of that which hath been ordained for thee by
the Supreme Pen in the Crimson Book. Preserve this station
through the name of thy Lord, the Powerful, the Mighty. Be-
hold the world and its conditions, its changes, its passing, and
its extinction, and cleave unto that whereby thy remembrance
shall be exalted throughout the endurance of names and thy
deeds shall remain throughout ages which none save God, the
Lord of all worlds, hath knowledge of. Rejoice thou in this
Most Great Remembrance, then recite it. Verily it shall draw
thee to a station wherein thou shalt hear naught save the rush-
ing of the winds of My loving-kindness, and the flowing of the
Kawthar of Mine utterance, and the cooing of the Dove of My
grace, the All-Encompassing over all who are in the heavens
and the earth. Thus hath the Tongue spoken in the Kingdom
of utterance that thou mayest hear and be of the thankful ones.

Remember My loved ones in whom thou findest the radiance
of Baha, and give them glad tidings of the favors of their Lord,
the Mighty, the Generous. Say: By God! This is the Day of
remembrance and utterance. Arise with spirit and joy to pro-
claim this momentous News. Say: Beware lest earthly affairs
prevent you from the Lord of Heaven. Leave the people of
idle fancies to their vain imaginings and take the Choice Wine
sealed with My Self-Subsisting Name. This is what ye have
been commanded in the Book of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. That which ye behold today shall perish, but
there shall remain for you what hath been sent down from the
Pen of your Lord, the All-Informed. Thus have We adorned
the heaven of the Tablet with the sun of the remembrance of
My Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Glory be upon thee and
upon them and upon those women who have believed in God,
the Single, the One, the Wise.

2 From the fragrances of the verses of the Desired One of the

world, the station of grace and favor regarding them is evident
and known. It hath not needed and doth not need mention by
this evanescent one. If thou shouldst meet with them again,
convey greetings from this servant. God, exalted be His glory,
is witness and knoweth that they have not departed and will
not depart from the sight of this evanescent one, and God
sufficeth as a witness.

God willing, they shall, through wisdom and utterance,
quicken dead hearts, that the effect of their service may
endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven. All
that is visible shall, in the passing of today or tomorrow,
perish and pass away. May God, exalted be His glory, assist
steadfast souls and immortalize them through the mention
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of the Supreme Pen in the Paradise of Books. In the days
when 1 was in their service, one day in the prayer hall of
the mosque they said to this evanescent one: “Today is not
the day for flight, for the Pole of the world is still.” And in
truth it was a perfect word that appeared from the horizon
of their utterance, for the Truth was concealed and none was
aware of Him until this servant arrived in the Abode of Peace.
After some time engaged in service, the veil was lifted and
the reality of the Cause became clear. And for a time, though
I was in His presence, I was utterly bewildered and amazed,
for I observed that all were heedless. And after passing from
extinction to consciousness, I remained silent and expectant
until He appeared and manifested what He willed through
His power, His might, and His sovereignty. But now I say to
their presence: The Day hath come and the people perceive
it not. Today is the day of flight, and today is the day of
remembrance and utterance. One must soar with a hundred
thousand wings and speak with a hundred thousand tongues
in remembrance, praise, and teaching of the Cause. Yet
wisdom is necessary in all stations, lest there arise that which
would disturb minds and souls.

And regarding your mention once again of Jinab-i-Nabil-i-
Qabla Ha and Sin Nun and his namesake LT, upon them
be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah], and likewise their degrees of yearning
and eagerness and their arising to serve the Cause - this was
presented. He said: “May they attain, God willing, to a
station worthy of this Most Holy and Most Exalted Day. The
outward conditions of the world shall return to nothingness
in less than a moment. The person of insight has been and
shall be focused on that which endures. Blessed are they both
and blessed is he who has turned to the horizon of God, the
Lord of the worlds.” This evanescent servant beseeches God
to cause them to attain to that which leads to the exaltation
and elevation of their station.

And regarding what you wrote about the family of the de-
parted and ascended Aga Muhammad Ja’far, upon them be 9
66 [Baha'u’llah] - severance of relations is not permitted, but
if they proceed with the knowledge of Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Juni,
upon him be 9 66 [Baha’u’llah], there is no harm. This much I
submit: mention of them has been and continues to be made at
the Divine Threshold, and they are recipients of divine favors.
What station is greater than this? By the Sun of the heaven of
inner meanings, whosoever today attains to but one word from
God, it suffices him, and that word shall be with him in all the
worlds. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Forgiving, the
Generous. Every heart that has turned to Him is mentioned
before God, and every tongue that has voiced His praise has
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had its reward recorded by the Supreme Pen. Not an atom’s
weight of the deeds of those who act shall be lost. Verily, He
does not suffer the reward of the righteous to perish.

Give those honored ladies the glad tidings of divine favors, that
they may occupy themselves with the praise of the Beloved
of the worlds with their whole heart and tongue. How many
souls who outwardly seem distant have had stations of nearness
recorded for them by the Supreme Pen, and how many who
are near are not mentioned among those who are nigh. This
evanescent servant asks and hopes that God, exalted be His
glory, will assist all to do what is beneficial and enable them
to achieve that which leads to eternal life. Verily, He is the
Protector of whoever loves Him, the Helper of whoever aids
Him, the Hearer of whoever speaks His praise, and the Witness
of whatever is done in His path. He is our Protector in this
world and the next. There is no God but Him, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

7 And regarding what you wrote about the Leaf who is the

daughter of the paternal aunt and her sister, upon them both
be Baha’u’llah - they have always been confirmed and in truth
from the beginning of the Cause until now have been occupied
with the mention of God and service to God. This evanescent
servant asks and hopes that God will assist them and all the
Leaves, upon them be Baha’u’llah, to remain steadfast in His
Cause. Verily, He answers the prayers of those who ask. Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

And regarding the passage you mentioned specifically for the
days of Ridvan - God willing, it shall be acted upon. This mat-
ter was presented and was graced with permission. Blessed are
they both. And regarding your renewed mention of the loved
ones of the land of A and R, and likewise their gatherings and
being set ablaze with the fire of divine love - all was presented
in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence. This is what the
tongue of the All-Merciful uttered in the Kingdom of Utter-
ance - His word, magnificent is His sovereignty:

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

O friends of God in Alif and Ra! Hearken unto the call of
the Wronged One. He remembereth you with that which is
better than all that hath been created on earth. Verily, your
Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Forgiving, the Generous. Ye
have attained unto the recognition of God, the Dawning-Place
of His Revelation, and the Source of His inspiration, and have
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drunk the choice wine sealed with His Name, the Mighty, the
Wondrous.

O friends! Praise be to God that ye have been favored with His
grace in days when hearts were trembling and foundations were
shaken. Through the bounty of the Lord of Names, ye turned
unto the Most Exalted Horizon and were adorned with the
most glorious and resplendent ornament which is the knowl-
edge of God, exalted be His glory. Blessed are ye and your
dwellings wherein the mention of God hath been raised and
over which the breezes of His grace, the Mighty, the Wondrous,
have wafted.

Know ye the value of this exalted station and hold fast unto the
cord of steadfastness, for the evil ones have been and are lying
in wait. This is the Day in which the Divine Lote-Tree calleth
aloud and guideth all to the most exalted Paradise. The ear is
for this Day, for the call of God, exalted be His glory, is raised
high and loud. And it is the Day of vision, for the lights of
the Sun of Truth are manifest and brilliant from the horizon
of Revelation.

O friends! Strive ye and call to mind the trials and tribulations
which God Himself and His chosen ones have borne for your
salvation. Many were the nights when the soul found no rest
in the body and the eye knew no sleep. O friends! Ye have
heard the taunts of the enemies in the path of God and have
borne countless hardships and difficulties for His sake. Yet
such stations have been inscribed for you by the Most Exalted
Pen that all existence is as nothingness when compared with
their mention. Today ye must preserve your stations through
the Name of God, for there are many thieves who are utterly
heedless of and veiled from the Truth. The Command is in
God’s hands, the Lord of all worlds. The Glory shining from
the horizon of eternity be upon you and upon those who have
believed in God, the Peerless, the All-Informed.

And likewise, especially for Mirza R.F. and M.H., upon them
be 966 [Baha'u’llah], wondrous and sublime Tablets have pre-
viously been revealed and sent. The relatives of His Holiness
Fath-i-A’zam, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God,
have been and will continue to be mentioned. Blessed are they
who recognize their station and act according to that which
God loveth. It is hoped that these souls will all arise to teach
the Cause. He will surely assist them as He assisted them
before, and He is the Helper, the Mighty. If ye meet them,
convey on behalf of this evanescent servant greetings and de-
votion to them and to all the friends in that land. Happy are
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they who have drunk the wine of recognition from the cups of
the utterance of their Lord, the All-Merciful.

And concerning what you wrote about Ardakan, your honor
should return once more to that land and give glad tidings of
His grace and favor to the friends of God, and convey greetings
from the True One to the steadfast, firm and resolute souls. As
commanded, if you meet his honor Ra and Jim, upon them be
the Glory of God, convey greetings and say: Ever remind the
people of this blessed word which shines like the sun from the
horizon of the divine Tablet: “Return to the Sacred Texts, O
people of insight!” Today all must see with their own eyes and
hear with their own ears. The ears of the world and the eyes
of the nations will not suffice them. They must stand firm in
the Cause through the power of Truth. Today is the day of
utterance - awaken the heedless people and guide them to the
Most Exalted Horizon. Your mention has been and is before
the Wronged One. God willing, may you be assisted to do
what is befitting. Take hold of the reins of the people of that
land lest they become heedless and slip from the path. The
Supreme Pen has informed all of the appearance of deceivers
and barkers, and whatever has been revealed from the Supreme
Pen has come to pass and will come to pass. Say: Consider
what the All-Merciful has revealed before. He has informed
you of what has appeared and will appear. With Him is the
knowledge of the heavens and earth in a mighty Book. Say:
Look not to creation and what lies therein, but look to the
Truth and His manifestation and sovereignty. He suffices you,
and He is the Powerful, the Guardian, the Mighty, the Wise.

Whatever reaches those parts, your honor should take note.

Say: The world and all within it have no permanence. Strive
that you may attain to the station which God, exalted be His
glory, has ordained for His loved ones. The earth and all upon
it shall perish, but that which has been sent down from God,
the Lord of the worlds, shall endure. The Glory be upon you
and upon those who have attained to what God, the Mighty,
the Great, has desired.

7 If you meet them, convey this servant’s greetings and say that

God willing, they should arise with complete dedication. Be
not grieved by what has befallen your honor. Verily He does

not allow the reward of the workers and doers of good to be lost.

All matters are evident and manifest. God willing, may the
sleeping ones arise at your mention and arise to serve the Cause,
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that is, succeed in teaching. This is the most important of all
matters. Verily He assists whom He wishes by His command,
and He is the Generous, the Powerful, the Mighty. Praise be
to God, the Mighty, the Praised.

Deliver one Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet revealed in the
form of a prayer specifically for Haji Malik Husayn, upon him
be the Glory of God. God willing, may they drink the Kawthar
of steadfastness from the divine chalices of utterance and attain
to what God loves. This ephemeral one also sends greetings to
them. As commanded, some should recite the prayer. Verily
He will assist them and draw them near to God, the Mighty,
the Beautiful.

Regarding the letters sent from the land of Kha that were
mentioned again - whatever their owners have sent as gifts and
intended to be sent to the Most Holy Court, send them; and
whatever they send as Huquq, there is no objection to selling
it.

And regarding the Mahall al-Barakat, whatever his honor Af-
nan, upon him be all the Most Glorious Glory, deems advisable
is beloved. And this is a word that was heard before from the
blessed tongue:

And this is the word that was formerly heard from the Blessed
Tongue. And as to that which they had writtend€”whether
permission might be granted them to turn their attention to
certain mattersd€”this was submitted, and this is what the
Tongue of Grandeur hath uttered. Exalted be His glory:

O Abu’l-Hasan! The Wronged One declares with the utmost
joy and fragrance that if thou shouldst travel to certain lands,
there is and hath been no harm in it. Under all conditions,
keep thine eyes fixed upon the glory of the Cause and place thy
trust in Him. When the soul becometh refined, that in itself
is effective. Today thou must remind all the friends of God of
pleasing conduct, goodly words and praiseworthy deeds, for the
triumph of God’s Cause hath been and shall ever be through
such means. Time and again thy call hath been honored to
reach Our ears, and thy reply hath flowed without cease from
the Most Exalted Pen. Be thou thankful and numbered among
those who praise. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Master ‘Ali-Akbar-i-Banna, upon him be the Glory of God (9
66), sent a letter to this servant some time ago, and likewise to
Haji Siyyid Javad, upon him be the Glory of God (9 66). Both
were presented at the Most Holy Court. Blessed is he in that he
hath been mentioned before the Throne and there hath been
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revealed for him that which beareth witness to God’s grace,
bounty, mercy and favors. God willing, henceforth a Most Holy,
Most Exalted Tablet shall be revealed and sent specifically for
him. Convey greetings on behalf of this evanescent servant
to him. May God grant that he be aided in all conditions to
remember and praise the Best-Beloved of the worlds. The most
important of all matters today hath been and is the teaching of
God’s Cause. Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto this
most holy and most exalted station. His mention hath been
and is before this evanescent one. It is hoped that something
may be written to serve him as well. The Command is in
God’s hands. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what
He pleaseth. He is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

The Glory shining from the horizon of eternity be upon thee
and upon him and upon every servant who hath rent asunder
the veils of idle fancy through the name of his Lord, the Self-
Subsisting, and hath witnessed what God, the Lord of the
worlds, hath witnessed. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing,.
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To: Aqa Mirza Sadiq son Of Aga Mirza Mahmud et al.
Date: 1299-04-04 [1882-Feb-23]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be unto the Beloved of all creation and the Goal of the
peoples of the world, Who hath strengthened His loved ones
to assist His Cause and exalt His Word, and enabled them
to execute His commandments and ordinances which are the
source of the world’s order and the preservation of nations.
They are the Hands of the Cause and the Letters of the Book.
Through them power and dominion were made manifest and
resplendent in the realm of earthly sovereignty. They are the
stars in the heaven of Revelation and the standards of victory
from God, the Lord of Resurrection. Through them the heaven
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hath rained, the sun hath shone forth, and the horizons have
been illumined.

The letter of that noble soul was in truth a book that attracted
the lovers of the Peerless Beauty, perfumed as it was with the
mention of the Beloved of the world and illumined by the sun
of His blessed Name. God knoweth that neither narcissus nor
eglantine possesseth such fragrance, nor do ambergris and jas-
mine. Having inhaled its fragrance and learned of its contents,
we turned toward the heaven of heavens and offered praise.
Thus hath spoken the Tongue of Grandeur, glorified be His
majesty:

O Asad! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Single, the One!
Praise be to God that thou art occupied with the mention of
the Truth and art steadfast in service to His Cause.

5 Say: O men! This is a matchless Day. Matchless must, likewise,

be the tongue that celebrateth the praise of the Desire of all
nations, and matchless the deed that aspireth to be acceptable
in His sight. The whole human race hath longed for this Day,
that perchance it may fulfill that which well beseemeth its
station, and is worthy of its destiny. Blessed is the man whom
the affairs of the world have failed to deter from recognizing
Him Who is the Lord of all things.

So blind hath become the human heart that neither the disrup-
tion of the city, nor the reduction of the mountain in dust, nor
even the cleaving of the earth, can shake off its torpor. The
allusions made in the Scriptures have been unfolded, and the
signs recorded therein have been revealed, and the prophetic
cry is continually being raised. And yet all, except such as
God was pleased to guide, are bewildered in the drunkenness
of their heedlessness!

Witness how the world is being afflicted with a fresh calamity
every day. Its tribulation is continually deepening. From the
moment the Striy-i-Ra’is (Tablet to Ra’is) was revealed un-
til the present day, neither hath the world been tranquillized,
nor have the hearts of its peoples been at rest. At one time
it hath been agitated by contentions and disputes, at another
it hath been convulsed by wars, and fallen a victim to invet-
erate diseases. Its sickness is approaching the stage of utter
hopelessness, inasmuch as the true Physician is debarred from
administering the remedy, whilst unskilled practitioners are
regarded with favor, and are accorded full freedom to act.

In these parts, in certain lands, signs of subsidence have ap-
peared. Strange events have occurred and continue to occur,
yet the heedless remain behind a manifest veil. Do they not
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reflect? Where is the Prime Minister of Iran, and his glory and
wealth? Where is his power and might?

The dust of sedition hath clouded the hearts of men, and
blinded their eyes. Erelong, they will perceive the consequences
of what their hands have wrought in the Day of God. Thus
warneth you He Who is the All-Informed, as bidden by One
Who is the Most Powerful, the Almighty.

God willing, mayest thou ever be assisted in the mention of
the Truth, the praise of the Truth, and service to the Cause
of Truth, in such wise that its traces may become manifest
from the horizons of the world and the horizons of the hearts
of all peoples. Give the friends of God, exalted be His glory,
to drink of the wine of immortality in the Most Great Name,
and gladden all with the mention of God and His favor. Say:
Strive that ye may attain unto a word from the Kingdom of
utterance. End.

Praise be to God that the cup of reunion is at hand, arriving,
as the Persians say, one after another. I beseech God that
this cup may ever be in circulation, though it be mixed with
the oppression of the Friend and renowned by the name of the
Beloved. God willing, may this bounty never cease, nor may
the hands of the aggressors alter it. May the servant drink
thereof and hear “Well done!”

The two missives from your honor, dated the 9th and 24th
of Dhi’l-Qa’dah, were like two brilliant suns illuminating this
ephemeral heart. God willing, may such suns ever rise, dawn,
shine and appear. This servant beseeches and hopes from God
to be assisted in responding without delay, for from all direc-
tions there arrives that which renders one incapable of ade-
quate reply. In all conditions, confirmation comes from God,
exalted be His glory. He is verily the Confirmer, the Omnipo-
tent.

Regarding what you wrote about his honor the Sahib, upon
him be the Glory of God, the response was previously submit-
ted in two letters. God willing, they will have arrived by now,
and may you be assisted in that which will endure throughout
the kingdom of earth and heaven. Praise be to God that your
honor is in all conditions confirmed in wisdom. Concerning
what you wrote about arriving in Qum and association with
the friends of God, exalted be His glory, this detail was sub-
mitted. Thus spoke the Tongue of the Desired One, exalted be
His glory:
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“God willing, may they be ever engaged in serving the Cause
and be assisted in guiding those who are heedless.”

Regarding what you wrote about his honor Aga Muhammad
Ibrahim and likewise the cotton-carders, upon them be the
Glory of God, and their enthusiasm - God willing, may they
ever remain occupied thus. Blessed are they and theirs is a
goodly return.

; Concerning what you wrote about how beneficial it would be

if someone were to occasionally visit those regions - this is a
statement with which every informed scholar and wise mystic
would agree. Ever has it been heard from the Blessed Tongue
that certain souls, adorned with good character and mindful
of the requirements of the time and wisdom, should journey
to those parts and bestow the water of life. The breezes of
the utterance of the All-Merciful should ever be wafting. This
matter is, by command, necessary and obligatory. Blessed are
they that act.

Regarding what you wrote about his honor Na’ib ‘Ali-Akbar
Beg, upon him be the Glory of God - his honor Haji Mirza
Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be the Glory of God, in two letters
sent to this ephemeral one, mentioned him and wrote of his
expressions of love, and likewise wrote in detail about a mount.
In these matters, they have thus far shown the utmost consid-
eration, and whatever has reached them from anyone has been
conveyed to the Most Holy Court. This is what the servant
testifies to according to his station and rank, and knowledge is
with God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Concerning what was written in the other letter mentioning
the beloved of God in Qum, upon them be the Glory of God,
those very passages were submitted to the Most Holy and Most
Exalted Court. Thus spoke the Tongue of Grandeur, exalted
be His glory:

O Asad! Upon thee be My glory! The intoxication of heedless-
ness hath encompassed the world. A guide is needed. The true
friends of God are like the gentle breezes of spring - in what-
soever land they pass, they render the trees of being verdant
and cause them to yield wondrous and exalted fruits. Give
thanks unto God, thy Lord and the Lord of all who dwell in
the kingdom of creation and command, for having aided thee
to serve His Cause and having acquainted thee with that which
was hidden from the eyes of all save whom God willeth.

Convey my greetings to Ahmad, Ibrahim, and the carders,
upon them be the Glory of God, and to the other friends in
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that land. God willing, may they attain such a station that
the might and wrath of the oppressors shall not deter them
from the Dayspring of Divine Unity. Say: O friends! This
is the day of soaring, the day of mention and utterance. Ye
must soar in the atmosphere of the love of the All-Merciful
on the wings of certitude in the name of the True One. The
breezes of mercy are wafting, and the cup of the choice wine
is being offered by the hands of bounty before all faces. Drink
ye thereof in the name of your Lord, the Possessor of the Seen
and the Unseen. Know ye the value of these days. Death is
ordained for all; if it come in the path of God, it hath been and
ever will be most beloved. The people of Baha must manifest
themselves through goodly character and heavenly attributes,
and must observe wisdom. In such case, whatsoever may befall
them is, by the life of God, better than the life of the world. O
friends! Let not the time slip away. With perfect dignity and
composure, hold ye fast unto that which ye have been com-
manded in the Book. Verily, He heareth and seeth, and He is
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

And regarding what thou didst write about Aga Muhammad-
Ibrahim - upon him be the Glory of God - being aflame in that
land, a Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet hath been sent down
from the heaven of grace especially for him. God willing, may
he attain unto it. His word, exalted be His majesty:

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O Abraham! The Friend remembereth thee, who summoned
all unto God, the Lord of all worlds. The Wronged One hath
heard mention of thee and thy burning with the fire of the
love of God, and remembereth thee in this luminous Tablet.
We have entered into the Most Great Prison and have revealed
that which God, the Mighty, the All-Wise, hath willed. Among
the people are those who have cast away what they possessed
and turned to the Supreme Horizon, believing in the One, the
All-Informed, and drank the Kawthar of life from the hands of
the bounty of their Lord, the All-Merciful. And among them
are those who turned away and showed pride before God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Blessed is the eye that hath beheld
the evidences of its Lord, and the ear that hath heard His most
great verses, and the tongue that hath spoken His beautiful re-
membrance. Take hold of the Book with the strength bestowed
by Us in such wise that neither the veils of the divines prevent
thee nor the conditions of the oppressors frighten thee.

Say: O concourse of the earth! By God, the gate of heaven
hath been opened and the Lord of Names hath come with
mighty sovereignty, desiring to quicken the earth after its death.
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Fear God and be not of the heedless. By their tyranny the
Concourse on High hath lamented and the eyes of them that
are nigh have wept. Soon shall the world and all that the
people possess perish, and there shall endure unto thee what
hath been sent down in this noble station. We make mention
of Our loved ones there who have held fast unto that which
they were commanded in the Book by the Ordainer, the All-
Wise. Say: Should anyone come unto you with other than what
God hath desired, leave him to himself, placing your trust in
God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. O My loved ones! We
make mention of you for the sake of God, that your names may
thereby endure in His preserved Tablet. Thus hath the tongue
of the Wronged One spoken while in the midst of the opposition.
Rejoice in the days of your Lord! By God, the ocean of bounty
hath surged and the horizon of Revelation hath been illumined
by the sun of My holy, mighty and wondrous remembrance.

God willing, may they attain unto the visitation of this most
mighty, most holy Tablet, be illumined by its light and enkin-
dled by its heat, in such wise that its effects become mani-
fest in the Concourse on High, let alone among the people of
the earth. However, in all circumstances ye must observe wis-
dom, lest the croaking be raised and the divine wine remain
concealed. Specifically for Aqa Siyyid Ahmad and the cotton-
carders, upon them be the glory of God, exalted Tablets have
previously been revealed. God willing, may they attain unto
them and drink from the ocean of the utterance of the All-
Merciful.

26 Regarding what was written about visiting the land of Jasb and

meeting the loved ones of God, this evanescent servant wrote
a letter in reply to the missive of Mulla Ghulam-Rida, and in
that letter a most mighty, most holy Tablet was revealed from
the heaven of favor specifically for him, and likewise for each of
the souls mentioned in his letter a blessed Tablet was revealed.
Exalted, exalted is the bounty of our Beloved, and the loving-
kindness of our Goal, and His mercy that hath preceded all
who exist. For each of the friends whose name was mentioned
in His presence, whether living or dead, there was revealed that
which testifieth and proveth and beareth witness to His favor,
loving-kindness and mercy. God willing, may the people of
Baha recognize their stations and preserve them. How excel-
lent is the deed of those who have acknowledged that which the
Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken! A hundred thousand bless-
ings upon the soul that hath arisen to teach the Cause of God
and upon those souls who were blessed to hear and who arose
with perfect steadfastness and firmness in the Cause. The ser-
vant beseecheth his Lord to assist all in the world and to make
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known unto them what hath escaped them in these days the
like of which the eyes have never seen.

And as for your attention to the land of Badgan and mention
of Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Mahmud, upon him be the glory of God,
and his being set ablaze with the fire of the love of God -
mention of him was made in the letter of Jinab-i-Haji Mirza
Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be the glory of God, and this servant
submitted this matter. A most mighty and holy Tablet was
revealed from the heaven of grace specifically for him and the
beloved ones of that land, and was sent to the aforementioned
one to deliver. That beloved one should give them the glad-
tidings of the blessed Tablet so they may engage in serving
the Cause with divine confirmations more than before. And
specifically for Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad Ibrahim from Qum,
upon him be the glory of God, a most mighty and holy Tablet
was also revealed and sent to Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Abu’l-Hasan
to deliver, as they had made mention of the aforementioned
one, and since that beloved one has also made mention, another
most mighty and honored Tablet was once again revealed and
details thereof were submitted. God willing that beloved one
will deliver them. The aforementioned one has become the
recipient of two Tablets. God willing these two Tablets will
become two wings for his soaring in the atmosphere of the love
of the All-Merciful.

And as for what you wrote regarding Naraq and the beloved
ones of that land, it was submitted before His presence and
mention of each of those souls issued from the blessed tongue,
and He said: “Praise be to God that Jinab-i-Asad, upon him
be My glory, has succeeded in serving the Truth and in His
mention and praise - a matter which today is most important
and is considered by God as the mightiest pillar of teaching,
and he is engaged in it with utmost joy and fragrance. Blessed
is he and blessed is he who heareth from him what God hath
revealed in the Book. The beloved ones of the land of N and
R have been under the glances of favor. God willing they will
be assisted to achieve that which beseemeth the Day of God
and be confirmed in that which is the cause and means of
the perpetuation of mention. The river floweth and the ocean
is manifest. Blessed are they that attain.” This evanescent
servant conveyeth his greetings and praise to them. It is hoped
from God’s profound grace, exalted be His glory, that He will
confirm all to unity and harmony and to that which today is
the cause of the exaltation of God’s Cause.

And as for what you wrote that at the time of writing, Jinab-i-
Aqga Mir from Fath-Abad, upon him be the glory of God, also
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requested that mention be made of him - this matter was sub-
mitted. This is what the tongue of the Beloved uttered in reply,
exalted be His grandeur: “O Mir! God willing may the lights
of the Day of Manifestation illumine you at all times and keep
you occupied with the mention of the Peerless Friend. Observe
the people - a world wherein all acknowledge and confess their
mortality, yet they have taken it as their object of worship and
have remained deprived and forbidden from the true Object of
Worship and the lights of the spiritual Sun. O Mir! Hearken
unto the call of this Prisoner. Verily He will assist thee and
draw thee nigh unto God, the One, the All-Informed. Men-
tion of steadfast souls hath flowed and been revealed from the
Supreme Pen. God willing may they hold fast unto what God
hath willed and be detached and free from aught else. I convey
greetings to all the friends of that land and other regions, and
counsel them to that which is the cause of the loftiness and
elevation of man’s station. Blessed are they that act and woe
unto the heedless. The glory shining forth from the horizon of
thy Lord the All-Merciful’s will be upon thee and upon them
and upon every patient and grateful one. Praise be to God,
the Kind, the Forgiving.”

They had written making mention of the honored Haji
Muhammad-Rida (upon him be the glory of God) from the
land of Sad. His name was laid before Him from Whose
knowledge nothing whatsoever is hidden; and these exalted
words, sent down from the heaven of the Will of Him Who
is the Revealer of verses, were revealed in particular for him.
God willing, he shall attain thereunto, and shall drink deep of
its oceans of meaning— a draught whose effect shall remain
abiding and enduring in the realm. His word is this:

He is the Witness, the Hearer, the All-Knowing, the All-Aware.

O Muhammad-Rida! Praise be to the Beloved of the world
Who hath aided thee through the grace of His Most Great
Name and guided thee unto that whereof most of the peoples of
the earth remain heedless and veiled. The path of God is clear,
His verses are revealed, and His evidences are manifest; yet
all are heedless save whom God willeth. Know thou the value
of these days and occupy thyself with the remembrance and
praise of God, exalted be His glory. The might of the tyrants,
the dominion of the Pharaohs, the power of the Chosroes, and
the wealth of the Caesars - all were witnessed to be fleeting
and non-existent, and that which is visible today will likewise
return to nothingness. It behooveth man to cling unto that
which is everlasting and enduring. Give thanks unto thy Lord
for having caused thee to recognize the Dawning-Place of His
Revelation, the Dayspring of His signs, and the Manifestation
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of His Self, and for having sent down unto thee that which
all the kingdoms of the earth cannot equal. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Then beseech Him to
aid thee in that which is meet for His days. Verily He is the
All-Hearing, the Answering. Praise be to God, the Lord of this
wondrous Day.

We earnestly hope that at all times thou wilt derive from the
divine utterances that which conduceth to life and permanence.
Verily, this servant loveth to make mention of him who hath
turned unto God, attained unto His recognition, submitted to
His sovereignty, and voiced His praise. As to what thou didst
write about visiting on behalf of that loved one: for two hours
on Tuesday night, the 25th of Rabi’u’l-Avval, I sought the pres-
ence of the Lord of all beings, and after attaining His presence
and receiving permission, the visitation and circumambulation
were performed and, praise be to God, were graced with accep-
tance. May it be well with thee!

Regarding thy mention of the Land of Kaf and the Navvab
- upon him be the glory of God - and Haji Siyyid Muham-
mad and Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah and Aqa Siyyid Hashim - upon
them be the glory of God - these have attained unto the hear-
ing of the Lord of Names, and the sun of grace hath shone
and beamed forth upon each one. Some time ago this servant
wrote and sent a detailed letter to the Navvab, and likewise a
most holy and exalted Tablet was sent specifically for him, and
similarly, exalted and glorious Tablets were sent specifically for
Haji Siyyid Muhammad and the other friends through Shaykh
S - upon him be the glory of God. This evanescent servant
beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to aid them all in such
wise that the transient things of this fleeting world may not
withhold them from the Lord of Names, that they may be en-
abled to achieve that which is befitting and be confirmed in
that which is adorned with the ornament of immortality. Sim-
ilarly, that other letter from that loved one, dated the 27th
of Dhi’l-Hijjih, was in truth a healing remedy for this ailing
servant, for it was adorned and perfumed with the fragrance of
that loved one’s sincerity, for the sake of God, the Single, the
Mighty, the Loving.

Regarding the mention of returning to the land of Qamsar and
also meeting with Haji Siyyid Ibrahim, upon him be the Glory
of God - mention of him was made in the Most Holy Presence
and a special Tablet was revealed for him from the heaven
of bounty. Likewise for my letter to Aqa Mir Abdul-Rahim,
upon him be the Glory of God, and specifically for them in
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my letter a Most Holy Tablet was revealed. Similarly, for each
of the individuals mentioned in their letter, wondrous, exalted
and impregnable Tablets have dawned from the horizon of the
heaven of grace. God willing, they will attain unto them. And
likewise specifically for Mulla Ghulam-Rida, upon him be the
Glory of God, from the land of Jasb, and the souls mentioned in
his letter which he had written to this servant, and also specif-
ically for Shaykh Hasan, upon him be the Glory of God, and
the souls mentioned in his letter. Praise be to God, regarding
all the names mentioned in the packets of that beloved one, the
manifestation of bounty and supreme favor from the Dawning-
Place of the mercy of the Lord of Names is evident and clear.
That beloved one should observe them and after making copies
should send the originals to Haji Siyyid Ibrahim, upon him be
the Glory of God, and he after reviewing should deliver them
to their owners, namely the souls mentioned.

And regarding what was written about the Huquq, the sale of
properties is not permitted according to the Command. Those
souls upon whom Huquq has become incumbent should, if they
are able, be blessed to pay it. They said: We have left the prop-
erties to those souls themselves - they may dispose of them as
they wish. The benefit of good deeds returns to the souls per-
forming them, especially for one who is enabled to pay the
Huququ’llah. This is a matter that must be carried out with
utmost honor. Whosoever turns towards it and pays it with
complete willingness and contentment, the Trustees should ac-
cept it from him, otherwise He verily is independent of all
worlds.

This supreme word has issued from the Most Exalted Pen
specifically for Abu’l-Hasan Ardikani: Forsake the entire world
but forsake not an atom’s weight of the honor of God’s Cause.
Blessed are those souls who have truly arisen today to render
service and have been enabled to do what is befitting.

With regard to what was written concerning teachers of the
Cause, this found acceptance in the Most Holy Court. In truth,
every soul who arises to serve this most great and momentous
Cause must be adorned with all virtues, both outward and in-
ward, and must have sufficient means. In whatever land he
enters, the fragrance of detachment must waft from him. In-
deed, that beloved one has expressed a most pleasing statement
on this matter. God willing, that beloved one shall be assisted
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and confirmed in all conditions to undertake whatsoever will
exalt God’s Cause. They stated that the provisions for teachers
are of two kinds, both of which are necessary: First, reliance
upon God, and second, they should be given a portion of what
is collected from the Huququ’llah. End.

In previous years, sufficient guidance regarding the qualifica-
tions of teachers has been revealed from the Supreme Pen.
Truly this is a most mighty matter. Blessed is he who attains
unto it, for he is among those who have aided God, his Lord,
to the utmost possible degree. God willing, the wealthy souls
shall be enabled to pay the Huququ’llah so that these matters
may be carried out in the utmost spirit and joy throughout the
earth. Had they known, they would have spent their very souls
and all they possess in the path of God. Furthermore, that
beloved one is himself authorized to receive the Huququ’llah.
Praise be to God, that honorable one has received the efful-
gences of the Sun of Providence. His is the praise in all condi-
tions, and He is the Kind, the Generous.

That beloved one’s arrangement regarding the Huququ’llah
was indeed sound and firm. However, since this matter de-
pends on the actions of many souls in cities and villages, it
will inevitably become widely known, and its spread will cause
commotion among the heedless and ignorant. Therefore, one
must act according to what God has commanded. Regarding
the two units of Huquq that were mentioned, by command
they should be used by Haji Siyyid Ibrahim himself according
to the number of the Greatest Name, to be spent during the
festivals or given to the poor - both are acceptable in the sight
of God. The remainder goes to that beloved one or to Haji
Mirza Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be 95 [Baha'u’llah].

As for the mention of Aqa Muhammad Hashim and three oth-
ers who attained to the wine of faith, this was presented before
His presence. This is what was revealed in response from the
Kingdom of God, the Lord of the Final End. Exalted be His
glory:

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

O Hashim! He who has arisen to serve Me and dedicated his
affairs to the triumph of My Cause has mentioned thee. We
make mention of thee as a token of Our grace, for We are truly
the All-Bountiful, the Generous. Blessed is the house wherein
My remembrance is raised, and blessed is the servant who has
been adorned with the ornament of My love, the Mighty, the
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Wondrous. Give thanks to God for having enabled thee to rec-
ognize Him and guided thee to His straight path. It behooveth
thee to thank God at all times. Verily thy Lord is the Hearing,
the Answering.

We make mention of Muhammad, who has turned toward the
Supreme Horizon and attained to this Cause, from which all on
earth have turned aside save whom God has willed, the Lord
of all worlds. O Muhammad! Hearken unto the call from the
precincts of the Prison and say: Praise be to Thee, O my God,
for having made me know Thee and given me to drink from
the Kawthar of utterance from the hands of bounty. I testify
that Thy grace has preceded the world. There is no God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

5 We make mention of the handmaiden of God who has turned

unto Him and desired to drink from the Kawthar of utterance
in the days of her Lord, the Most Merciful. Blessed is every
handmaiden who has attained unto this noble station. We
make mention of another handmaiden and give her glad tid-
ings of My grace and bounty, and We command her and My
handmaidens to be steadfast in the Cause and to act in accor-
dance with that which befitteth the days of God, the Single,
the One, the All-Informed.

The petition of Aga Muhammad Hashim was presented before
His presence. The Tongue of Favor spoke these blessed words:
“We beseech God, exalted be He, to ordain for her that which
shall profit her in the hereafter and in this world. Verily He
knoweth what is with Him, and He is the Witness, the Hearer,
the All-Knowing.”

And regarding what was written that Aqa Muhammad Hashim
desired his household in (city of) S to attain unto the Name [of
God] and become a place of passage for the loved ones of God,
this was presented. Thus spoke the Tongue of our Purpose and
the Purpose of all who are in the heavens and earth, exalted
be His glory: “O Asad! Upon thee be My glory! We have
accepted what thou hast written. Give glad tidings from Me
to him who is named Muhammad-i-Hashim, that he may thank
God, his Lord, for this great bounty.”

; Blessed are they who have recognized the station of this di-

vine Day and have attained unto the outpourings of the All-
Bountiful Lord. All the Prophets and Messengers beseeched
God, exalted be His glory, for the attainment of this Day, and
this matter is recorded and inscribed in all divine Books and
Scriptures. Nevertheless, none attained save the people of the
Crimson Ark, mention of which was revealed by the Supreme
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Pen in the Qayyumu’l-Asma’. God willing, through the confir-
mations of the Desired One, those souls who have not been con-
taminated by rancor and hatred will perceive the fragrances of
revelation and attain unto that which is intended. Convey My
greetings to My loved ones in the cities and regions, and give
them glad tidings of God’s grace, His bounty and His mercy
that have encompassed the kingdom of earth and heaven.

O beloved of My heart! Those souls from whom emanate and
diffuse the fragrances of the love of the Beloved of the worlds
truly have no equal or likeness, and never will. This evanescent
servant has always cherished and continues to cherish their
mention, to such an extent that were all days and nights to be
spent in their remembrance, it would still appear less than an
atom. This evanescent servant beseeches God, exalted be His
glory, to ordain for them stations that have no equal. Verily,
He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

And regarding the mention [you made] of Muhammad Husayn,
son of the honored Aga Muhammad Bagir, upon them both be
the glory of God, this matter was presented in the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Court. His word, exalted and mighty is He:
He is the Witness, the Speaker, the All-Knowing.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Husayn! This is the day of acceptance, of
turning to God, of mention and praise and service. God willing,
may you be fresh and verdant through the spring breezes of the
Divine Springtime and be vocal in praising the Best Beloved
of the worlds. I swear by the Sun of the horizon of Revelation
that one mention today is more glorious in the sight of God
than the mention of a multitude occurring in other days. Hold
fast to the cord of thy Lord’s bounty and place thy trust in
Him. Verily He aideth whomsoever He willeth through a com-
mand from His presence, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. Beseech God, exalted be His glory, to protect thee
and the people of that land from the croaking of the croakers
and the clamor of the false ones and the deceivers. Verily He
is the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We, from this
spot, send Our greetings upon thee and upon My loved ones
who responded when they heard My mighty, wondrous call.

Praise be to God that whosoever was mentioned by the pen of
that Best Beloved attained the grace of God, exalted be His
glory. God willing, may you recognize the value of this most
glorious, most exalted station and preserve it in the name of
the Best Beloved of creation. Most matters today are hidden.
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Would that I could find the fragrance of permission and men-
tion to the friends of God what hath been ordained for them
by God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of all who are
in the heavens and the earth.

Concerning what was written about Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali,
upon him be Baha'u’llah, that through consultation it was
decided that he should remain in the land of K and travel pe-
riodically to its surroundings to remind people of the Divine
Cause - this matter was accepted before the Divine Presence.
God willing, may he succeed in this most great service and
act according to what God desires.
must observe wisdom. Although praise be to God his services
are clear as the sun and have no need of mention by this ser-
vant, this statement is made in view of the emphasis of the
Ancient Beauty. One day this exalted word was revealed from
the blessed tongue: It is contrary to wisdom for those who
migrate for God’s sake, specifically traveling to cities and re-
gions to teach the Cause, to stay openly in the home of a
well-known believer. From this utterance of the Best Beloved
of creation, the importance of wisdom becomes evident and
clear. They also said that such persons should be allocated
from the Huququ’llah according to their needs. And that he
has now turned toward Mazandaran - this too is acceptable in
the sight of God. God willing, may souls be specially raised up
for this great service and turn toward cities and regions with
perfect detachment, piety and fear of God, that perchance the
decayed bones might be quickened by the outpourings of the
ocean of Divine utterance, until all may be adorned with the
words “Verily we are God’s, and verily unto Him shall we re-
turn.”

In all circumstances, he

The fourth letter of His Holiness, which was written on the 6th
of Muharram 1299, brought both sorrow and joy - praise be to
God in all conditions. After its reading and review, I proceeded
to the Most Exalted Station and presented it all in the Supreme
Presence before His countenance. His words, exalted be His
majesty: “O Asad! Upon thee be My Glory! The shrill voice
of the Supreme Pen hath not ceased during the nights and
days. God willing, may the people of the world attain unto
the privilege of hearkening unto it. Today the Sun of Truth
is observed at its zenith in all conditions. Eyes capable of
beholding it are exceedingly rare. God willing, may your honor,
through the collyrium of wisdom, remove the soreness from
eyes, that they may not remain deprived in these days, which
are the king of days. We repeatedly say: Convey greetings to
the friends of God in every land thou meetest, on behalf of the
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Wronged One, that they may attain unto the divine fragrances
of glorification and engage in that which exalteth the Cause.”

Repeatedly in this letter of His Holiness, mention was made
of the Huquq. Regarding this matter, whatsoever was heard
from the blessed tongue was presented. May He assist all to
discharge it whenever capacity and strength become manifest.
Blessed are they that act, and blessed are they that attain!

i As for what thou didst write concerning thy brother, upon

him be 966 [Baha'u’llah], and the degrees of his acceptance,
sincerity, humility and submissiveness - this became the cause
of renewed joy. In the divine Tablets, that which hath been
revealed concerning him is that whose fruit hath appeared and
shall continue to appear. And that which that beloved one
wrote in this regard, this evanescent servant presented in detail
one night in His presence. He smiled, and then uttered these
blessed words - exalted be His grandeur: “God willing, may
he be confirmed by divine confirmations. We have revealed
for him that which nothing can equal. We, from this station,
glorify him and give him glad tidings of what God, the Lord
of the worlds, hath desired for him. Verily all affairs are in the
grip of His power. He doeth what He willeth by His sovereignty.
There is no God but He, the Mighty, the Powerful.”

Praise be to God! The signs of grace, favor and mercy are man-
ifest and evident concerning that honored one and his kindred.
We beseech Him to confirm them in that which is lasting and
enduring, and to ordain for them the good of this world and
the next. Verily, He is the Powerful, the Wise. This evanescent
one conveyeth greetings unto them. God willing, may they at-
tain unto outward and inward good. They have not departed
from this evanescent one’s sight, nor shall they ever.

And concerning what was written in another letter about serv-
ing some and declining honors for the sake of God’s Cause -
this was presented in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence.
These supreme words were uttered from the Dayspring of the
Cause - exalted be He: “Blessed is he and blessed is he who
heareth his words. What they have written is correct and com-
plete.”

As regards Mulla Ghulam-Rida, upon him be the Glory of God,
from the people of Faran and the story of the horse which
you wrote about - He said that his deed was for God’s sake
and surely its non-acceptance would have caused sadness. We
make mention of him at this time, in this hour, on this night,
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in this prison, and in this station which tongues are power-
less to describe and pens fail to praise. We give him glad
tidings of the acceptance of what he did in My path, and We
remember him as We remembered him before - and verily I
am the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing. May God willing,
that beloved one attains to whatsoever is beloved at the Divine
Threshold and acts in accordance with that which brings glory
to the Cause.

Regarding what you wrote about intending to visit the lands of
A, R, S, NJ and surroundings - all these matters were presented.
This is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke: God willing, may
they pass like the morning breeze over the divine regions and
remind all, that perchance the trees in the spiritual garden
may become adorned with wondrous and exalted fruits, namely,
goodly and pleasing deeds.

This evanescent one submits that the people of Kha, namely
Aga Khudadad and Aqa ‘Azizu’llah, upon them be the Glory
of God, and other friends of God have made mention of you,
just as you yourself have taken precedence in this regard and
wrote in detail previously about mentioning the friends in the
land of Kha. In these days some have requested that you jour-
ney to that direction, especially Aqa ‘Azizu’llah. God willing,
through divine confirmations, may you visit all the aforemen-
tioned lands and remind everyone.

This evanescent one’s other submission to the beloved Mulla
‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the Glory of God, the Lord of Power
- my expression of sincerity, self-effacement and nothingness
depends on that beloved one’s favor. His letter, praise be to
God, was the cause of joy and delight. Likewise, the letter he
had written to Aqa Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God,
was presented at the Most Holy Court. The utmost favor was
shown and in truth it became the cause of remembrance for
some. The word of truth is ever effective. Similarly, they
had also sent a letter to Ism-i-Jud, upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory of God - that too was presented at the Most
Holy Court. This servant delayed sending a response this time,
being assured that you were in the land of Ta. God willing, it
is hoped that this evanescent one will be enabled to submit a
response next time.
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The petition of Aqa Mirza Sadiq, son of Aqa Mirza Mahmud,
upon them both be the Glory of God, attained the Most Holy
Court and was presented before the Throne. This is what was
sent down from the Kingdom of Utterance of our Lord, the
Most Merciful. His exalted Word:

He is the One Who speaks from His Most Glorious Horizon

O Sadiq! Your letter has arrived and We have heard your
call and perceived the fragrance of your love. Blessed be your
father and mother, and blessed is he whom God has granted
righteous offspring who utters praise of the Beloved and arises
to serve His wise and irrevocable Cause. Rejoice that We have
answered you with that which will draw you closer to God,
the Lord of all worlds. We previously mentioned your father
and his sister in verses that nothing can equal. Verily your
Lord is the All-Speaking, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
We sent it with Salman who traveled through the lands with
the tablets of his Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful. Glory be
upon you and upon him who wrote your letter (Kamal’d-Din)
and upon whosoever has turned to the Most Sublime Horizon,
the Station wherein the Tongue of Grandeur proclaims: “The
Kingdom belongs to God, the Possessor of this wondrous Day.”

We make mention of him who was named Nasru’llah, who
remembered Me, and I am the All-Remembering, the All-
Knowing. Say: Beware lest the affairs of the world prevent
you from the Ancient Lord. Abandon them and take what
you have been commanded by the Mighty, the Wise. We
have heard your call, answered you and turned toward you
from this distant station. Glory be upon you and upon
those whose names you mentioned in the letter of him who
was named Sadiq, who turned his face toward his Lord, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Rejoice, O My loved ones! He has
come with the ocean of grace and forgiven those who sought
forgiveness. He is verily the Forgiver, the Bountiful, the Kind,
the Generous.

God willing, may the souls mentioned attain unto these won-
drous verses. Praise be to God that their mention was raised
to the station whereto nothing can be compared, and for each
one the Sun of the bounty of God, exalted be His glory, has
dawned.

This evanescent one further submits that the beloved of the
heart, the son of His Name “The Most Truthful,” upon them
both be the glory and favor of God, sent two letters to this
servant. The response to the first letter was submitted, and
it was intended to be sent this time. Then the second letter
arrived. This evanescent servant wished to submit its response
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as well and send them together. The second letter arrived
when the post was about to depart and there was no time.
The expression of evanescence and nothingness in service to
[them] depends on the mercy of that Beloved. God willing,
may they be as lightning, moving and luminous in service to
the Beloved of the worlds, and like arteries pulsating in the
body of the world. The command belongs to God, the Mighty,
the Most Generous.

Another letter arrived and brought sadness, for God is wit-
ness that when I am occupied with mention of the gentlemen,
meaning those souls who are steadfast in the Cause of God,
the warmth of love takes hold of my being. It is submitted
with utmost eagerness, ardor and fondness, and near the end,
grief takes hold. This servant beseeches God for joy, relief and
delight for your honor and for those who have attained to serv-
ing the Cause in the days of God, the Lord of the worlds. The
request is that in every land you enter, convey this evanescent
one’s greetings and praise to the friends of God. God will-
ing, may all be assisted to achieve perfect unity and harmony,
which is truly the greatest elixir for the copper-like bodies of
the world. Glory be upon your honor and upon the loved ones
and friends of God in all regions. He is verily the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing.
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To: Mulla Ghulam-Rida et al., in Jasb
Date: 1299-04-0/ [1882-Feb-23]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Glorious
Lord!

Praise be befitting and worthy of that Imperishable Beloved
Who, from time immemorial and unto eternity, through the
breezes of the Most Exalted Pen, hath guided the people of
the Kingdom to the ocean of knowledge and taught them that
which beseemeth the station of man. Blessed are they who
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have attained unto the melody of the Most Exalted Pen and
been illumined by the lights of the Most Glorious Horizon.

This is the Day wherein Sinai crieth out “The Manifestation
hath appeared!” and the Mount exclaimeth “The Lord of
Names hath come!” All things are ablaze with the fire of Di-
vine love, yet the heedless souls remain veiled and deprived of
the mysteries of this Day. All previous Books have spoken of
this Day, as the All-Merciful hath foretold in the Qur’an: “The
Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord of the worlds.”
Likewise, the Point of the Bayan declareth: “He is the One
Who proclaimeth in every state: ‘Verily, I am God, there is
none other God but Me, the Lord of all things, and all else
beside Me is My creation. O My creation, worship ye Me!”’

In all the Books this Day hath been attributed to God, exalted
be His glory. Nevertheless, some of the heedless ones, misled by
their leader, have denied these stations and risen in opposition
and protest. God hath forewarned of them in His Book, saying;:
“Yet are they in doubt as to the meeting with their Lord.” By
the effulgences of the Sun of Truth! The leader whom they
have followed is unworthy of mention, and the heedless souls
neither knew him, nor do they know him, nor do they desire
to know him. For when the Word of Truth is uttered, they
put their fingers in their ears, even as did the people of old.
They speak but comprehend not, and imagine themselves to
be guided. Nay, by the Lord of earth and heaven! They are
servants who perceive not. They have taken one who brayeth
as their lord besides God. Thus have their evil souls seduced
them.

One is astonished! Are the people deprived of sight, or are their
ears forbidden to hear? How is it that they have forsaken the
sweet and life-giving ocean, yet strive with utmost diligence in
pursuit of a putrid drop?

i Glory be unto Thee, O Thou Who causeth the rivers to flow,

Who splitteth the dawn, and sendeth forth the winds! I beseech
Thee by the ocean of Thy utterance, and the heaven of Thy
knowledge, and by the Light that hath shone forth from the
Most Exalted Horizon by Thy command and will, to rend asun-
der, with the finger of Thy power, the veils of Thy creation and
the coverings of Thy creatures. Then send down upon them,
O my God, from the clouds of Thy mercy, that which will pu-
rify them from the mention of any one save Thee, that they
may turn with their hearts to the horizon whence the lights of
the Sun of Thy countenance have shone forth, and may hear
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with their ears that which the Sadratu’l-Muntaha proclaimeth
among Thy creatures.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy most great signs, and by the
mercy that hath preceded all created things, to protect Thy
loved ones from the oppressors among Thy creatures who have
adorned their heads with turbans and have arisen to extinguish
the fire of Thy Tree and quench the light of Thy Cause. O
Lord! Thou art the Generous, possessed of great bounty. I
beseech Thee to make known unto them that which Thou hast
intended for them through Thy generosity and favor. Then
cause Thy loved ones to drink from the chalice of steadfastness
in such wise that nothing in the world shall prevent them from
Thy Most Great Name, which proclaimeth amongst the nations
that there is none other God but He, the Manifest, the All-
Seeing, the Witness, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.

And then your letter arrived, and since it was adorned with the
mention of the Peerless Friend, it brought the utmost joy and
delight. God willing, may you be forever illumined by the efful-
gent rays of the Sun of inner meanings and drink of the sealed
wine in the name of the True One, exalted be His glory. When
knowledge was gained of your intention to visit the Abode of
the Beloved of the worlds, after attaining presence and receiv-
ing permission, the entire letter was presented before the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Presence. This is what the Tongue of the
All-Merciful uttered in the Kingdom of Utterance - His word,
exalted be His grandeur:

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

O Ghulam-i-Qabil-i-Rida! Your letter hath arrived and from
it We have inhaled the fragrance of thy submissiveness and
humility before God, and thy turning toward the Most Exalted
Horizon in days wherein the learned and mystics have turned
away, save those whom God, the Lord of all beings and the
Lord of the throne and earth, hath willed. Thus hath the
matter been decreed from God, the Lord of lords.

We have heard that which thou didst call unto God and have
answered thee through this Tablet, whose fragrance shall never
cease to persist through the eternity of His Most Beautiful
Names and His Most Exalted Attributes. To this beareth wit-
ness the Mother Book which is with Him. Blessed is he who
cometh unto you and heareth the call of the Wronged One,
Who hath summoned all unto God, the Lord of all men, and
blessed is he who hath heard His call and recognized His sta-
tion and acknowledged that which the Speaker of Sinai hath
uttered from this Spot which God hath made the point of ado-
ration for the Concourse on High and the dwellers of Paradise
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at eventide and at dawn. By the life of God, O servant! The
sincere ones inhale from thy Lord’s Book the fragrance of inner
meanings and utterance, and the people of Baha that which
cannot be mentioned in words. Remember My loved ones in
that land on My behalf and give them the glad tidings of the
Sun of My loving-kindness which hath illumined the horizons.

Say: The Wronged One remembereth you for the sake of God
and teacheth you that which will draw you nigh unto the Most
Exalted Station, and We counsel you and those who have be-
lieved to show forth the Greater Steadfastness in this Cause,
through which, when it was revealed, the earth shone with its
light and the nightingale warbled upon the branches. Domin-
ion belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the
All-Bountiful. Thus hath the horizon of the heaven of utter-
ance become luminous and the sun of proof hath shone forth.
Blessed is he who hath heard and seen, and woe unto every
heedless doubter.

O Ghulam-i-Rida! Praise be to God that thou hast attained
unto the verses of God which were revealed in most eloquent
Arabic. Now hearken unto the sweetest Persian, that per-
chance through the breezes of utterance thou mayest guide
the lost unto the straight path and give the thirsty to drink
from the Kawthar of inner meanings. Today the Sun of grace
is risen and the ocean of loving-kindness is surging, yet most
are found heedless and veiled. Some are deprived of the divine
elixir because of a croaking, and others are barred from the
Most Exalted Pen’s shrill voice and the rustling of the Lote-
Tree beyond which there is no passing by the call of the lowliest
of servants.

Say: O ye dead ones! The Water of Life hath appeared - hasten
ye and count this time as precious. In this springtime of inner
meanings, deprive not yourselves of God’s grace and loving-
kindness. Today the Book of the Exalted Ones is manifest, and
likewise the Book of the Wicked ones is evident. The Tablets
of Light have risen, and likewise the pages of fire are spread
abroad. They must become so intoxicated with the Kawthar
of the All-Merciful’s utterance that they would regard all else
as non-existent and null. Today is the day of steadfastness,
and today is the day of service and the manifestation of man’s
station.

5 Convey My greetings to the friends in that land on behalf of

the Wronged One and gladden them with that which hath been
revealed from the Most Exalted Pen. Say: O friends! The
world hath never had, nor will it ever have, any loyalty. The
tongue of the world at all times announceth its own evanes-
cence and proclaimeth, saying: “O people of the earth! Where
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are the bygone centuries and ages past? Where is the might
of the Pharaohs, the glory of the Khosroes, and the ranks of
the tyrants? Where are their armies and their standards, their
treasures and their banners? Take ye warning and be not of the
heedless ones!” One call of the world was Mirza Husayn Khan,
the Iranian Minister, which all heard and became aware of his
passing. I remind you, O My loved ones, of that which the
All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an: “All that is thereon
is passing away, and there endureth the face of thy Lord, the
All-Glorious, the Most Bountiful” That Day is this Day, for
the lights of His countenance have dawned from the horizon
of manifestation, resplendent and evident, and all that is on
earth shall be subject to annihilation, save those souls who, af-
ter the extinction of all things, have uttered the blessed words
“I believe in Thee, O Lord of Names.” Today the Hand of the
Self-Subsisting proffereth the sealed wine, and the white hand
bestoweth the water of immortality. Take ye thereof in His
name and drink ye in remembrance of Him. Well is it with
you, and again, well is it with you.

The aforementioned minister, Mirza Husayn Khan, in these
latter years committed no act that would cause grief; rather,
he dealt kindly with the loved ones in general. Therefore none
should speak of him save with good words. The hearts of the
loved ones must remain sanctified from the world’s vexations.
God willing, while time remaineth, the friends must acquire
eternal stations, that their mention may endure in the Book
of God. The Command is in His grasp - He withholdeth and
He giveth, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Munificent, the
Generous.

7 We make mention of him who is named Aqa Mir, that he may

rejoice in the remembrance of the Wronged One and be of
them that render thanks. O Mir! Hearken unto the call from
the precincts of the Prison. He remembereth thee with that
which will draw thee nigh unto God, the Most High, the Most
Great. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made
known unto me the Dayspring of Thy Cause and the Dawning-
Place of Thy verses, and for having guided me to Thy straight
path. Glory be upon thee, upon thy wife and her mother, and
upon those women who have believed in God, the One, the
All-Informed.

We make mention of him who was named Siyyid before Mihdi
and give him glad tidings of the verses of God, the Lord of the
worlds. Rejoice thou in the remembrance of the Wronged One
of thee, and glorify thy Lord, the Possessor of this wondrous
Day. This is the Day whereof the Apostle of God gave tidings
in the Qur’an, and whose mention was revealed in the Torah
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and the Gospel. Beware lest anything withhold thee from this
Cause, at whose appearance the foundations were shaken, the
mountains were crushed, and the hearts of the heedless were
agitated. Blessed art thou, and thy wife, and those whom the
veils of glory hindered not from God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who was named
Siyyid ‘Ali, that he may hear thy scratching and take unto God
a way. O ‘Ali! Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, for having
aided thee in this Cause and enabled thee to hear His most
sweet call when it was raised betwixt earth and heaven. He is,
verily, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Cast aside the world and
whatsoever is with the peoples, and hold fast unto that which
thou hast been commanded by God, the Lord of all mankind.
The glory and splendor from Us be upon thee, upon thy wife,
and upon every discerning believer.

We make mention in this station of him who was named Hasan
before ‘Ali, and We counsel him to remain steadfast in this
Cause whereby necks have been laid low. Take thou the chalice
of certitude in the name of thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Verily
it will draw thee nigh unto the most exalted station. Thus
hath the tongue of the Wronged One spoken, while imprisoned
in the hands of those who have cast behind their backs that
which the All-Bestowing hath revealed in the Book. Glorify
on My behalf the countenance of her who hath believed in her
Lord and responded when she heard the call from God, the
Revealer of verses.

O Pen! Make mention of him who hath been named Zaynu’l-
‘Abidin, that the verses of his Lord may draw him to a station
wherein the affairs of earth and the promptings of them that
dwell thereon shall not withhold him from God, the Mighty,
the Glorious, the All-Knowing. Take thou the chalice of im-
mortality in the name of the Lord of Names, then drink there-
from through this remembrance whereby the gates have been
opened. Forget not God’s covenant and His testament. Act
in accordance with that which thou hast been commanded in
the Books and Tablets. This is a day wherein every speaker
hath spoken, every witness hath testified, every hearer hath
heard, and whatsoever was hidden in the treasuries of thy
Lord’s knowledge, the Lord of the Final End, hath been made
manifest. Hold fast unto the cord of godliness, then make
mention of thy Lord at morn and eventide. Glory be upon the
people of Baha and upon those who have believed in God, the
One, the Chosen One.

2 We make mention of him who hath been named Siyyid ‘Ali,

that he may praise his Lord on this Day whereon the Tongue
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of Grandeur hath spoken: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God,
the One, the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.” O
‘Ali! Turn thy heart toward the Supreme Horizon, the sta-
tion wherein the Lote-Tree of the Uttermost End proclaimeth:
“Grandeur belongeth unto God, the Lord of the worlds” O
‘Ali! The Wronged One calleth, and with Him all things call
out in this darksome night, summoning thee unto God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Be thou steadfast in the Cause and
say: “O God of Names, Who gazeth from the Most Glorious
Horizon! 1 beseech Thee by the fragrances of Thy garment
and the rustling of the breezes of Thy Paradise to aid me in all
conditions to remain steadfast in Thy love. O Lord! Thou art
the Generous One, and within Thy grasp lieth the kingdom of
the heavens and of the earth. There is none other God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.” Convey My greetings unto
her who hath heard and responded to her Lord, the Speaking,
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

O Abu’l-Qasim! Bear thou witness unto that whereunto God
hath testified before the creation of the heavens and the earth:
that there is none other God but Him, and that He Who hath
come upon the clouds is indeed He Who was mentioned in My
Books, inscribed by My Pen, and concealed in the treasure of
My Will, which hath encompassed all things great and small.
Blessed art thou for having turned unto God when every heed-
less and remote one turned away from Him, and every learned
one of dubious mind pronounced judgment against Him. Be-
ware lest the affairs of earth withhold thee from the Lord of
Heaven. Cast aside what the peoples possess and take what
thou hast been given from the presence of the Ancient King.
This shall profit thee in every world of the worlds of thy Lord,
the Almighty, the Powerful. Thus hath spoken the Tongue of
the All-Merciful in the Kingdom of Utterance. Blessed is he
who hath heard and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Glory of
all who are in the heavens and on earth!” The Glory shining
from the horizon of thy Lord’s will, the Lord of all mankind,
be upon thee and upon every leaf who hath believed in God,
the One, the Single, the All-Knowing.

O Javad! The Lord of creation maketh mention of thee from
the prison quarter and calleth thee unto God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. Rejoice thou in this Most Great Remem-
brance. By God! All the treasures of earth cannot equal it.
Praise thy Lord, the Knower of the unseen and the seen. A
letter from thy brother hath been received wherein My loved
ones were mentioned. We have made mention of each one of
them in such wise that its fragrance shall never cease to per-
fume the world. To this beareth witness the Ancient King
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Who hath come from the heaven of revelation with a perspic-
uous Book. Give thanks unto God for this supreme bounty,
then make mention of Him at eventide and at dawn. Glory be
upon thy brother and upon thee and upon thy wife. Convey
My greetings unto her and give her the glad tidings of that
which hath been revealed for her from the Most Exalted Pen
in this glorious Script.

5 O ‘Ali-Akbar! The Wronged One makes mention of thee from

the Most Great Prison, with that which will draw thee closer
to God, the Mighty, the Loving. Beware lest what the peo-
ple possess prevent thee from that which the Lord of Destiny
possesses. Leave behind what the people have and take what
God, the Lord of what was and what shall be, hath given thee.
We counsel thee and My loved ones to remain steadfast in this
Cause whereby the tribes of the earth have lamented and every
lofty mountain been leveled. Hold fast unto the Sure Handle
and cling to the hem of thy Lord, the Master of the Promised
Day. Give glad tidings from Me to her who hath turned to-
wards God, the Mighty, the Beloved.

O My Pen! We hear thy scratching by night and by day in
remembrance of God and His loved ones. Blessed art thou and
blessed is he who hath attained unto thy adorning and heard
thy scratching. He is indeed among those who are brought
near in a clear Book. It is as though thou hast drunk from the
Kawthar of life and been seized by the rapture of thy Lord’s
verses, such that the affairs of the world cannot prevent thee
from the remembrance of the Lord of Eternity. Thou speakest
at all times and callest out to all in the realm of possibility, giv-
ing them glad tidings of that which hath appeared and shone
forth from the horizon of God’s will, the Lord of the worlds.
Blessed art thou, O Pen, and joy be unto thee. I testify that
thou hast not fallen short in that which thou wert commanded.
It hath been proven with clear evidence that neither slumber
nor sleep overtaketh Him. We behold thee adorned with the
ornament of wakefulness in such wise that thy scratching hath
never ceased from the ears of those who are nigh. We see thee
standing in service to thy Lord and speaking His beauteous
praise.

Make mention of him who was named Khalil and give him
glad tidings of the verses of the Glorious One which have been
sent down from the heaven of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, the
All-Forgiving, the Generous. Beware lest sorrows keep thee
back from thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Leave the transgressors
behind thee and cling to the hem of thy Lord’s grace, the
Merciful. From His prison He hath called all unto God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Among the people are those who
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have turned towards Him and those who have turned away.
Verily thy Lord is independent of all worlds. Thus hath the
Tongue spoken with most exalted utterance. Glory be unto
him who hath heard, and woe unto the heedless.

O Pen! Make mention of him who was named Muhammad-
Taqi that he may hear thy call in this Cause whereby souls
have lamented and feet have slipped. By God! That which
was recorded in the Books of God, the Lord of Lords, hath
been made manifest. He is the One to Whom the Concourse
on High and the denizens of Paradise, and those who circle
round the Throne at eventide and at dawn, have borne witness.
At His appearance the idol hath wailed, the foundations have
quaked, and the graven images have been thunderstruck. Give
thanks unto God for having remembered thee from this most
exalted station with verses at whose revelation the pens have
bowed down in submission. We send Our greetings upon thy
face and upon My loved ones in thy region, and upon those
who have, with the arm of certitude, shattered the idols of
vain imaginings.

O Muhammad-Rida! My Most Exalted Pen hath turned to-
wards thee and giveth thee and My loved ones glad tidings
of that which hath been ordained for you in the kingdom of
thy Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Be thou as a
bird soaring in My atmosphere, speaking My praise, turning
towards My horizon, and acting in accordance with that which
thou hast been commanded in the Book. Thus speaketh the
Wronged One when sorrows have encompassed Him from every
direction. Cast aside vain fancy through the name of thy Lord,
the Self-Subsisting, and take the choice wine that hath been
sealed with this remembrance before which all remembrances
have prostrated themselves. The world and its ornaments and
bounties shall pass away, and there shall endure for My loved
ones that which hath been sent down from the presence of a
Mighty, Powerful, Munificent Lord.

Turn, O My Pen, towards My handmaiden who hath been
named Fatimih in the Kingdom of Names, and give her the
glad tidings of My mercy and loving-kindness which have pre-
ceded all created things. Blessed art thou and blessed is every
handmaiden who hath turned towards and responded to the
Lord of the Unseen and the Seen. How many a learned one hath
been debarred from the Known One, while thou hast turned
towards Him and drunk His choice sealed wine from the hand
of His bounty.

And We make mention in this place of My servants whose
names have not been mentioned. Verily their Lord, the All-
Merciful, is the Forgiving, the Bountiful. We counsel you to
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manifest trustworthiness and fidelity, and whatsoever will exalt
the Cause of God, the Lord of all worlds. O people of Baha!
By God, this is your Day, did ye but know it. Beware lest
the oppressor’s might deter you from this momentous News.
Rend asunder the veils of idle fancy in the name of your Lord,
the Lord of all men, and glorify His praise at all times. The
splendor shining forth from the horizon of My loving-kindness
be upon you and upon My handmaidens who have turned unto
God and have hearkened to the voice of God, the Speaking, the
Almighty, the Mighty, the Faithful. Praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.

For each of the souls mentioned in your letter, wondrous and
exalted divine verses have been revealed. God willing, may
they recognize the value of this matchless blessing and arise
with perfect steadfastness to serve the Cause. Today, whoso-
ever speaks and acts with goodly words, righteous deeds, and
praiseworthy character is and shall be a helper of God’s Cause.
May you be assisted to achieve that which befits this won-
drous Day. All the names submitted before the Divine Pres-
ence, both living and deceased, have attained infinite divine
favors, for all souls adorned with the ornament of recognition
are alive and enduring in the presence of the Truth. Strive that
perchance you may heal a sick one in the name of God, or guide
a wanderer to the straight path. This station is most exalted
and lofty. Should anyone be prevented by worldly obstacles,
it would be better to appoint a deputy who might give life to
one who is dead in the name of God, or guide a wanderer to
his true homeland.

By God’s life! The Word of Truth is living and animate, pen-
etrating, flowing, pervading and ever-moving. Well is it with
them that perceive. I beseech God to cleanse all eyes from
the ophthalmia of self and desire, that they may witness that
which is hidden from the eyes of the heedless. This evanescent
servant conveys greetings and salutations to all the friends, and
beseeches them: while time has not passed away, strive that
you may attain to that for which you were created. The glory,
the mercy and the glory be upon you, O people of Baha, and
upon them who gaze toward the Most Sublime Horizon and
drink from Its luminous Kawthar. And praise be to God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The servant 4 Rabi’u’th-Thani 1299
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To: Mir Abdur-Rahim et al., in Qamsar
Date: 1299-04-0/ [1882-Feb-23]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Impregnable, the Most
Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who is single in majesty, unique in grandeur,
sanctified above all that creation uttereth, and holy beyond
the conditions of all created things - He Who hath spoken His
most exalted Word, whereby the banner of Divine Unity was
raised to the loftiest station in the kingdom of creation, and
the standard of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth” was unfurled
on the right hand of the most luminous Spot. Exalted is the
Lord of Names, through Whom the stream of mercy flowed and
the ocean of bounty surged, through Whom the Hidden Secret
and the Treasured Mystery were revealed, through Whom the
Lote Tree of the Extremity spoke forth in the Most Exalted

Paradise, and the Call was raised between earth and heaven.

Exalted is the Manifestation of this Day, which was heralded
by the Tongue of Grandeur in ancient times in His words “Lead
forth the people from darkness into light and announce to them
the days of God,” and in His other words “The Kingdom on
that day shall be God’s,” and again “The day when thy Lord
shall come, or some of the signs of thy Lord,” and yet again
“And thy Lord shall come and the angels rank on rank.” Praise
be to God Who sent down the heavenly table and perfected
His favor, Who manifested in His Day what He had revealed
to His Prophets and Messengers, through whom the proof was
completed for all creation and the lights of manifestation shone
forth throughout all lands, through whom hearts and souls
were attracted, and through whom was revealed what God
had purposed throughout all ages and centuries.

Glorified art Thou, O God of existence, Who hast appeared
through Thy Name, the All-Loving, in this Promised Day!
Thou seest Thy servants and Thy creation, who have turned
away from the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause, the Manifestation
of Thy Revelation, and the Dayspring of Thy inspiration, after
Thou didst command them in Thy Scrolls, Thy Scriptures, and
Thy Tablets to turn unto Thee, to arise to serve Thee, and
to draw nigh unto the ocean of Thy knowledge. And when
the Dawn of Manifestation appeared and the Speaker on Sinai
spoke forth, they turned away from Thee, broke Thy Covenant,
and rose in opposition, to such extent that those who reclined
upon the cushions of glory by Thy Name pronounced judgment
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against Thee. I beseech Thee by the revelations of the lights
of Thy countenance after the extinction of all things, and by
the manifestations of Thy power in the kingdom of creation, to
aid Thy servants to recognize Him Whose advent and mention
every Book hath proclaimed. O Lord! Rend asunder the great-
est veil from before the faces of humanity with Thy finger, O
Lord of destiny, that they may behold Thee with Thine own
eye. Thou art He Who hath said - and Thy word is the truth -
“Whosoever desireth to know Me must look with Mine eye, for
without this he shall never know Me.” O Lord! I beseech Thee
by the Name through which Thou didst subdue the world, to
assist Thy loved ones to such steadfastness that the books of
the world shall not prevent them from turning to Thy most
exalted horizon, and to grant them the Kawthar of assurance
through the hands of bounty, O Lord of the Beginning and
the End! There is no God but Thee, the Omnipotent, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And further: this servant attained to what thou didst send
unto him. When he was attracted by what thy heart’s tongue
had uttered in remembrance and praise of God, he turned to-
ward the Dayspring of the Most Great Sign, the Station which
God hath sanctified from all attributes and names. When he
was present before the Gate which was opened unto all who are
in earth and heaven, he submitted, after obtaining permission,
what was in thy letter. Thereupon the Ancient King turned to-
ward me and spoke that which caused the ocean of knowledge
to surge before the faces of the nations. His word, exalted be
His majesty:

5 He is the Manifest, the Speaking, the Trustworthy

O Abdu’r-Rahim! The All-Merciful remembers thee from the
precincts of His Most Great Prison. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Forgiving, the Most Generous. We have heard thy call
and have answered thee with verses whereby the horizon of
the heaven of utterance hath shone forth and the Dove of the
Cause hath warbled upon the branches. The Promise hath
appeared and the Promised One hath come with a sovereignty
before which all who are in the heavens and on earth are power-
less to resist. Be thou steadfast in the service of the Cause and
eloquent in the praise of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, with wis-
dom and utterance. Thus wert thou commanded before and in
this hour. Cast behind thee the mention of the world and hold
fast unto My Name, the Self-Subsisting, through which was re-
vealed that which was sent down in the Books of God, the Lord
of all worlds. He Who directs the world with His finger hath
been imprisoned by the heedless in the Most Great Stronghold.
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Among the people are those who have said that He hath fab-
ricated a lie against God. Say: Bring forth what ye possess, if
ye be of the truthful. Say: By God! The proof circleth round
the All-Merciful and the evidence standeth before the Throne,
were ye but to perceive it. The vain life hath deluded them
from turning to the gathering-place of the Concourse on High -
the Station wherein the Tongue of the Wronged One speaketh
and calleth all unto God, the Peerless, the All-Informed. Say:
O concourse of men! Fear God and follow not your idle fan-
cies. By God! He Who was promised in the Books of God and
mentioned in the hearts of the Messengers hath come. Cast
aside tyranny, then look with the eye of fairness at that which
hath been sent down from God, the Ancient Revealer. Beware
lest the conditions of names prevent you from the Creator of
heaven. Cast away what ye possess and take what ye have
been commanded by One All-Powerful, Ancient.

This is the Day wherein the Bridge hath been laid, the Bal-
ance set up, and all tribes seized with trembling, save whom
God hath delivered by a sovereignty from Him. Verily, He is
the Omnipotent over what He willeth and within His grasp is
the dominion of the kingdom of the heavens and earth. This
is the Day wherein every tongue hath spoken, every seated
one hath arisen, every sightless one hath seen, and every life-
less bone hath stirred. Say: Know ye the value of these days
wherein that which lay hidden in God’s knowledge, the Mighty,
the Praised, hath been manifested. Preserve ye your stations
through this Name whereby the earth hath been shaken, the
mountains moved, the heaven cleft asunder, and the hearts of
the deniers thrown into turmoil. The glory be upon thee and
upon thy children and thy wife and upon them that are with
thee among the loved ones of God, the One, the Peerless, the
Mighty, the Beautiful.

From the divine verses His grace and bounty are manifest and
evident. God grant that the True One, exalted be His glory,
may assist His servants to discover the fragrance of His robe
and attain unto the breezes of His verses. I swear by the mur-
muring of the Kawthar of inner meanings that if those on earth
would, with even less than that, gaze with the eye of fairness
upon what hath been manifested and ponder what hath been
revealed, all would turn toward the supreme horizon and would
utter the blessed words “I turn unto Thee, O God of Names!”

However, the conditions of earth and its colors have rendered
people heedless and preoccupied. From the beginning of cre-
ation until now, such a Cause hath never appeared. All events
of the world that have since occurred or will occur have flowed
with utmost clarity from the Supreme Pen and been recorded
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in the Tablets, and most of the servants have seen and heard
them. Nevertheless, they remain veiled and heedless.

Glory be to God! Man is bewildered, and this servant, like
one distracted and astonished, observes the world. The party
that counted themselves the most mighty, exalted, learned and
ancient of the world, and who day and night made mention of
the Qa’im, ultimately all issued the death sentence against that
Luminary of the heaven of inner meaning and martyred that
Essence of being with the worst torment. The curse of God
be upon the wrongdoers! Even more veiled than that party
of deniers are the people of the Bayan who follow exactly in
the footsteps of those souls. They have not reflected, even less
than that, what fruit was gained by that group. By the life of
the Beloved! These souls are observed to be more veiled than
those souls, nay more veiled than all the peoples of the world.

The King of existence, concerning Whom the Point of the
Bayan, may the souls of all else be sacrificed for His sake, hath
said “Be not veiled from Him by what is in the Bayan, and be
not deprived of Him by its letters” - they have arisen in op-
position to such an extent that pen and tongue are powerless
to describe it, even though they were never and are not now
aware of the origins of this Cause. May God grant sight and
bestow fairness. Verses are flowing and being revealed like tor-
rential rain, and evidences are manifest and dawning from all
horizons. Nevertheless, they have said that which the people
of the Torah and other religions have not said. Fie upon them
and upon those who have led them astray and misguided them
from the straight path of God, the manifest, the evident, the
straight. Praise be to God, the Most High, the Most Great.

Regarding the mention of certain souls in your letter, those
names were presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Court, and the sun of grace dawned specifically for each one.
God willing, may they be illumined by the lights of the suns of
utterance of the Beloved of all creation, and arise with complete
steadfastness to serve the Cause. His mighty utterance states:

He is the Most Manifest, the Most Glorious

O Muhammad-Qabli! The Wronged One hath turned toward
thee from the direction of the Prison and calleth thee to God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. He hath mentioned thy men-
tion in this station and hath revealed for thee that which at-
tracteth the hearts and minds. Take the verses of thy Lord
with strength from Him, then make mention of Him by His
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command. He is the Commander, the Kind. Be thou observant
of His supreme horizon and act according to what thou hast
been commanded in the Book. He is the Truth, the Knower
of the unseen. Blessed is the servant who hath acknowledged
what the Tongue of Grandeur hath uttered, and woe unto ev-
ery heedless one who is veiled. The glory be upon thee and
upon those who are with thee from God, the Lord of what was
and what shall be.

5 That which was revealed for the handmaiden of God, Sahib:
; In the Name of the One God

7 O my handmaiden! Hearken in the Persian tongue to the Word

of God, that perchance through the grace of the Most Great
Name thou mayest attain to such a station wherein no doubt
or uncertainty can find entrance. The whole world hath been
created for this wondrous Day. Blessed is the soul that hath
recognized this Day and hath arisen to render that which be-
seemeth it. While time remaineth, strive thou that haply thou
mayest be enriched through the outpourings of the true Be-
stower and shine forth even as the morning star. We convey
Our greetings to all the handmaidens in that land and bid them
observe that which God loveth. Blessed is the handmaiden who
hath heard, turned unto Him, and attained unto that which
God, the Lord of all worlds, hath desired.

That which was revealed for Siyyid Sadiq, upon him be 96
[Baha'u’llah]. He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O Siyyid Sadiq! Fix thy gaze upon this blessed Word which is
even as a spirit unto all books: “The beginning of all things
is My knowledge, and the end thereof is steadfastness in My
God willing, through the grace of the Self-Subsisting
Name thou shalt quaff the sealed wine and arise with complete
steadfastness to serve the Cause of the Lord of all beings. This
is the Sun of Days and its Lord. Beseech God that thou mayest
be aided to accomplish that which shall endure throughout the
kingdom of earth and heaven. Verily He speaketh the truth
and guideth to the Way. Sovereignty belongeth unto God, the
Mighty, the Beautiful. The glory be upon thee, upon thy wife,
and upon every handmaiden who hath believed in God, the
Lord of all worlds.

love.”

That which was revealed for Nasru’llah, upon him be 96
[Baha'u’llah]. He is the True Witness.

O Nasru’llah! The people of Baha must ever ascend the heights
of knowledge, seeking the Most Exalted Horizon. Today all
things cry out and summon the people to the straight path
of God. Blessed is he who hath truly heard; woe unto the
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heedless! God willing, thou shalt ever be illumined by the
lights of the manifestation of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High,
and remain firm and steadfast in His Cause. This is the most
great bounty and the most exalted station. Be thou grateful
and numbered with the thankful ones.

2 That which was revealed for Ahmad, upon him be the glory of

God.
In the Name of the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

O Ahmad! The Point of the Bayan hath declared: “He is
the One Who speaketh in every condition, saying: ‘Verily, I
am God, there is none other God but Me, the Lord of all
things, and all besides Me are My creation. O My creation!
Worship ye Me.”’ Nevertheless, they remain veiled. The people
of the Bayan have objected to the mention of Divinity. By the
Sun of the horizon of inner meanings, they are regarded by
God as more base than the followers of the Qur’an and the
previous religions. Guard thyself in the name of Truth from
the breath of the ungodly. He is verily the Counselor, the All-
Knowing. Praise be to God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

That which was revealed for Ustad Ibrahim K.J., upon him be
the glory of God.

26 In the Name of the Most Ancient, the Most Great

O Abraham! In the days when the fragrance of the garment of
Revelation was wafted from Zawra, We informed all of the ap-
pearance of the croakers and the Book of Sijjin and the tablets
of fire. Likewise in the Land of Mystery and the Most Great
Prison. Blessed are they who hearkened unto the Word of
Truth and acted upon it. This is the Day of vision, inasmuch
as the Most Great Spectacle hath appeared. By the life of God!
Ears were created for this Day, for the Most Sweet Call is raised
from the supreme horizon. Take hold of the Truth, detached
from all else. Although these wondrous and exalted verses
from the Kingdom of Divine utterance were revealed specifi-
cally for the mentioned names, yet their purpose embraceth
all the souls of the world - that is, those possessed of hear-
ing and sight. Blessed is he who hath found and recognized,
and hath attained unto that which the Tongue hath uttered
in the Kingdom of utterance, and hath testified to that which
God testified before the creation of the heavens and earth. He
is, verily, the Single One, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.
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That which was revealed for His Honour ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him
be the glory of God:

He Who is seated upon the Throne of Revelation

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Hearken unto that which the Wronged One men-
tioneth unto thee from this Spot which hath been illumined by
the lights of the Countenance, and which God hath made the
Dawning-place of His verses, the Dayspring of His revelation
and the Recipients of His knowledge, the Mighty, the Won-
drous. This is the Day wherein the sincere ones have hastened
unto the Euphrates of the mercy of their Lord, the Gener-
ous, and the near ones have spoken that which the Tongue
of Grandeur hath spoken. Blessed is the speaker who hath
acknowledged that which the Tongue of the All-Merciful hath
uttered in the Kingdom of utterance, and woe unto every proud
and suspicious one. This is the Day wherein the Mount calleth
aloud, and the Tree of Revelation calleth out, yet the people are
in manifest remoteness. When thou perceivest the fragrance of
My loving-kindness from the garment of My utterance, render
thanks and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp
are the reins of all who are on earth, and glory be unto Thee,
O Thou Who art the Goal of them that know. Thus hath the
Ark of Knowledge sailed upon the sea of wisdom. Blessed is
he who hath recognized and is of them that render thanks.

The splendours of the Sun of bounty have encompassed all
the mentioned names. God willing, may they recognize this
most great station and preserve it, and may they be seen to
be firm, steadfast and upright in the conclusive verses of the
Manifestation of clear proofs. The evil ones have been and are
lying in wait. The Command is in His hand - He doeth and
decreeth as He pleaseth, and He is the Commander Whom the
conditions of creation have not hindered. He hath appeared
and made manifest what He willed through His sovereignty
that overshadoweth all in the heavens and earth. Strange it
is that some of the veiled ones have passed by the ocean of
utterance and have lent their ears to the vain imaginings of
every croaker. Fie upon them and upon those who have led
them astray and kept them back from the straight path of God.
Some time ago this exalted Word was revealed from the Divine
Kingdom of knowledge - exalted be His utterance: Fix your
gaze upon this Word which shineth as the sun from the heaven
of the Divine Tablet: “Return ye to the traces, O people of
insight!” Let your honour, and likewise this servant and all the
friends, beseech God, glorified be His majesty, that perchance
the lights of the sun of justice may not remain concealed behind
the clouds of oppression, and the shrill voice of the Supreme
Pen may not be confused with croaking and cawing. Glorified
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be He Who hath unveiled unto us and unto you, and concealed
from them.

2 Three glorious Tablets specifically intended for your children

have been revealed and dispatched. May they attain unto them.
All the names mentioned in your letter have been honored with
mention by the Supreme Pen, and those unnamed souls who
are adorned with divine love have likewise been recorded by
the Supreme Pen. All servants and handmaidens must occupy
themselves with the remembrance of the Goal of all the worlds
with perfect steadfastness and love, and act in accordance with
what befits these days. God willing, may all be aided to per-
form goodly deeds. In numerous instances this blessed word
was heard: The Truth, exalted be His glory, hath come for
the reformation of the world. God willing, may all arise to aid
the Cause through goodly character, pure words, and pleas-
ing deeds. Corruption hath never been and shall never be the
way of God and His loved ones. He desireth naught but the
salvation of all who are in the world. To this testifieth every
fair-minded and discerning one.

Furthermore, convey greetings on behalf of this evanescent one
to each of the friends of God, exalted be His glory. God willing,
may they all soar in the atmosphere of inner meanings on the
wings of steadfastness and attain unto that which God hath
desired. His honor the beloved, upon him be the glory of God
and His mercy, namely his honor Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah, upon
him be God’s grace and glory, wrote in detail about the friends
of that land and their being set ablaze with the fire of divine
love. God willing, all have been and are confirmed. And in this
time when each hath attained innumerable favors, this evanes-
cent servant beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to grant
all a portion from His ocean of mercy and to deprive no one.
Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer, the Watchful, the Near
One. Glory be upon you and upon your children and those
with you and upon those who have drunk from the Kawthar
of divine knowledge and have attained unto God’s bounty, the
Powerful, the Munificent, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

The servant 4 Rabi’u’th-Thani 1299

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

OV el oy s ) dur 35ta0 50
F6 Ol @l Lail az dley) b 18 51 ol
:K’)i“.’t"f O—\‘g}:&,«)afgb\ X gd
o> 05 s s 325 76 el 5 5
del 551 0l w576 A et Sk §
c,»uzﬁ\d&,\,\”w,;u;\@mw
ijbdwuubswfwv&;
ML u\dﬂtprw\mw L
A o mdlpe 3 NpE w3 B a
5 m,j.,:,,mf},\wuﬁa\&
Gl & ALTEN sl Jle 3ol sl
uﬁw,dLﬁ\}@uLKj

6355 ! L;U}Jydhu sl e ru‘/\
éu\ 3 o N shl e &) Sg dalZ

N b o) e ST K 2 e
DT ol 1S5y A o G Ol
s e Olpb Glas o1 > Calizal ol
e Gyt Ol W55 Zb Al eyl L
el Ty e BT Ol o ey ) ST
o)) O Dby 53 ol 5 B Jib 4
08 Joatn (B ot b 1y ol
)ajmjo.\j.c)»:{‘&\i«'é\m\:
ws ‘u@;vutu&fso}’,\
b g s 6l Jlos 3 51 30 3l
L;J»\),\;bjlkpwaf@)ﬁ)\
N 5 el bl a2
For or s Sl e s Kl e el (A
Bl s 1536 5 061 257 1 3 ol e
r:;)\ sl J3UN il

1Y99 L GL:J\@.) ¢ L';P\'C 34

BLIB__Or15704.226

221



Vol. 66: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part I

BHO00557

BHO00557

To: Aga Shaykh Hasan et al., in Mazigan
Date: 1299-04-0/ [1882-Feb-23]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

The Kingdom of praise and the Dominion of glorification be-
seemeth the sovereign Lord Who, neither by the might of the
world nor by its pomp and power, was deterred from that which
He purposed. Through one Word He gathered all together,
and through another Word He distinguished truth from error.
Through the blessed Word “I am the Beloved” He attracted the
hearts and souls of them that are nigh unto Him and are sin-
cere, in such wise that each one, detached from all else, turned
unto the place of sacrifice. And through the Word “I am the
Ever-Present” He preserved all, that they might drink from
the ocean of reunion and attain unto the Kawthar of His pres-
ence. Exalted be His power and magnified His bounty! He is
the Source and unto Him shall all return. The beginning of all
things hath been from Him, and unto Him shall be the return
of all. Well is it with them who, in this Day, are stirred by
the breezes of God’s Will, glorified be His majesty, and who
submerge their own will in the Will of God, exalted be His
glory. This station is and shall ever be the most exalted of all
stations.

Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose grasp is the Kingdom of
utterance and in Whose right hand is the Empire of knowledge!
I beseech Thee by the rustling of the breezes of Thy springtime
of bounty, and by the murmuring of the waters whereby Thou
didst bestow life upon the people of Thy dominion, to ordain
from Thy Most Exalted Pen for the people of Baha that which
shall gladden their eyes, rejoice their hearts, and tranquilize
their souls. And protect them from the arrows of allusions and
the darts of doubts. O Lord! Illumine their hearts with the
lights of Thy knowledge, then dilate their breasts in Thy days.
O Lord! Thou art He Whom nothing whatsoever frustrateth
and no affair hindereth. Take Thou, through Thy grace, the
hands of all created things, O Thou the Possessor of Names
and Creator of heaven! There is none other God but Thee, the
Omnipotent, the Mighty.

Thereafter, thy letter was received and at one time was pre-
sented before the Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Glorious
Presence. This is what the Tongue of our Lord, the Bestower,
spoke in reply, exalted be His glory:
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He is sanctified above the mention of what hath been and what
shall be.

O Hasan! The mention of all the friends hath flowed from the
Pen of the All-Merciful’s bounty, and all created things have
testified and do testify to the grace, loving-kindness and mercy
of God, exalted be His glory. He Who is the All-Knowing
beareth witness that God’s grace and mercy have at all times
encompassed His loved ones. Strive ye now to preserve your
stations through the Name of the Lord of Names. Be ye enkin-
dled with the fire of His love and illumined by the light of
His countenance. This is the Day of service and steadfastness.
Blessed is he who hath sought your presence and attained unto
your company. Today and always, teaching the Cause hath
been and shall be the paramount duty, that perchance stead-
fast souls may become the cause of strength and power to those
who are weak. Likewise, service to the Cause hath been and is
service to the friends of God. It behoveth you to honor their
dwelling. God willing, may the loved ones of God and His cho-
sen ones speak for His sake, arise for His sake, and fix their
gaze upon Him. By the fragrant breezes of the All-Merciful’s
utterance! Were the station of but one steadfast and firm soul
to be made manifest on earth, all would be thunderstruck by
its greatness and the radiance of its effulgence, save whom God
willeth. God willing, may ye spread the wings of detachment
and soar in the atmosphere of inner meanings with the melody
of the divine Bird.

Today, words that are as spirits for books have appeared from
the Dayspring of God’s Will; yet all remain heedless save those
souls who have turned with the eye of fairness and attained His
presence. We send Our greetings upon thee and upon those
with thee, and upon My loved ones in those regions who have
observed the rights of God and His Cause, and acted according
to that which was revealed in His perspicuous and decisive
Book. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The tokens of God’s favor, exalted be His glory, are manifest
and evident as the sun. Blessed are they who have not deprived
themselves and have taken their portion from the ocean of
utterance. Likewise, for each of the names mentioned in your
letter, decisive verses of God have been revealed. God willing,
may all drink from the ocean of knowledge and be illumined
by the sun of wisdom. His word, exalted be His grandeur:

In His Name, the Manifest, the Hidden

O Muhammad-Qabli-Hasan! The Wronged One Who hath
come from the heaven of command with the banners of verses
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remembereth thee, He Who hath called all to the Dayspring
of Revelation Who hath appeared and manifested whatsoever
He desired with power and sovereignty. Blessed is he who hath
cast away idle fancy and followed that which was ordained by
God, the Lord of the Throne on high and of the dust below. He

is indeed of the people of Baha in the Scriptures and Tablets.

How many who were standing have sat down in the fear of
God, and how many who were seated have arisen in His Name,
the Protector of all horizons. This is a Day whereon the breeze
of God hath wafted and the fragrance of His mercy hath been
diffused amongst the peoples. Beware lest the croaking deter
thee from the divine nectar. Leave thou the former and take
the latter, through this remembrance before which all necks
have bowed in submission.

He is the One dawning from the horizon of Manifestation

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! The Countenance of the Ancient
One hath turned toward thee from the precincts of His Most
Great Prison and mentioneth thee in such wise as no mind
hath comprehended nor eye hath witnessed. Hold fast unto
the cord of God’s Cause and take His Book with the strength
that proceedeth from Him. Beware lest the company of the

malicious hinder thee from God, the Almighty, the All-Loving.

We have sent down the verses and manifested the evidences,
yet the people do not understand. They have cast the Book of

God behind their backs, following every heedless and veiled one.

We have at all times called all men unto God; among them are
those who turned away from Us, and those who objected and
pronounced judgment against Us with such injustice as caused
the dwellers of the highest Paradise to lament, yet most of the
people know not. We call them to the Water of Life, while
they hasten toward extinction; We send down for them the
heavenly table, while they turn to every dead thing. Thus
have their souls enticed them, and they are numbered among

the dead in the Book of God, the Subduer, the Self-Subsisting.

Glory be upon thee, upon thy spouse, and upon all who have
turned toward God, the Lord of existence.

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

O Abu-Talib! The Desired One hath come for the salvation of
the world, yet the peoples have turned away and disbelieved
in God, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The Known
One hath appeared, yet every learned one hath denied Him,
violated God’s Covenant and His Testament, and cast aside His
perspicuous Book. By God! The Recognized One hath come,
yet every mystic hath turned away from Him, following vain
imaginings and doubts like every immoral doubter. This is the
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Day wherein the Most Great Book speaketh and summoneth
all unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. O people of Baha!
Rejoice that the Lord of Names remembereth you with verses
that surpass all that the kings and rulers possess. Cling to the
hem of your Lord’s loving-kindness and hold fast to His firm
cord.

He is the Helper, the All-Knowing

O Zaynu’l-‘Abidin! We counsel thee and My loved ones with
that whereby the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds, may be
exalted. We enjoin upon you trustworthiness, which God hath
made the crown of all deeds. Verily, He is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Through truthfulness shall your stations be
made manifest among the peoples, as attested by Him Who
possesseth a mighty Book. Blessed is he who hath cast away
vain imaginings and attained unto that which was commanded
by God, the One, the All-Seeing. O loved ones of the All-
Merciful in all lands! Hearken unto the shrill voice of My Pen
and that which My Tongue uttereth in My Kingdom. Verily,
it will draw you nigh unto God, the Lord of this resplendent
Day. Cast away what the people possess and take what is with
God, thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

7 Mulla Rida of Qamsar

He is the Proclaimer between Earth and Heaven

O Rida! The Wronged One hath heard thy call and hath turned
toward thee, mentioning thee with that which shall immortal-
ize thy name as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven en-
dure. Say: O peoples of the earth! Beware lest the breezes of
chastisement prevent you from this sweet and flowing Water,
this mighty and beloved Stream. Cast behind you the bark-
ings of the dogs and take what ye are commanded by God,
the Manifestation of what was and what shall be. O Rida!
Convey to the people of Baha that which the Lord of Names
hath uttered, that it may attract them to the praiseworthy sta-
tion. We counsel them to manifest supreme steadfastness in
this Cause, whereby the limbs of humanity have trembled, and
We give them glad tidings of that which hath been ordained
for them in My preserved Tablet. The Glory shining from the
horizon of the will of the Creator of Heaven be upon thee and
upon those whom the gestures of creation have not hindered
from the Truth, who have cast aside what the people possess,
hoping for that which is with their Lord, the Possessor of the
Seen and Unseen.

He is the Expositor, the All-Wise
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O Zaynu’l-Abidin! The Day of Judgment has come, yet the
people have turned away from God, the True Sovereign, the
Manifest, the Just. They have broken the Covenant and de-
nied this Dawning Light - verily, they are among the lost in
a mighty Book. We came for their salvation, yet they have
pronounced judgment against Us with such tyranny as caused
the sighs of the Prophets to ascend and the tears of those near
unto God to fall. We make known to them that which profits
them, yet they have risen to harm Us - to this testifies every
discerning sage. Grieve not at anything, but put thy trust in
God, the One, the All-Informed. Soon shall the world and all
that is therein perish, and sovereignty shall remain with the
Strong, the Mighty. Blessings be upon the people of Baha who
have acted in accordance with that which they were bidden by
the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days. We make mention of My
maidservants who were not deterred by the clamor of the peo-
ple - they heard and responded to the Lord of this mighty,
exalted Cause. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The praise be to God that the friends of God have attained
unto the sweet savors of the utterances of the All-Merciful.
God willing, may they occupy themselves with the remem-
brance of God in perfect unity and harmony, and arise to that
which will exalt His Cause. This evanescent servant conveys
greetings and salutations to all, and gives them the glad-tidings
of God’s grace, exalted be His glory. No bounty is greater than
this bounty - this is the heavenly feast which is reserved for
steadfast and upright souls. Blessed is he who has attained
on this Day of God, and woe unto him who has turned away
from Him. Glory be upon you and upon them and upon every
sincere and faithful seeker. Praise be to God, the Lord of this
mighty Day.
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Date: 1299-04-04 [1882-Feb-23]

He is God, exalted be His glory and power!

Praise, sanctified above all change and extinction, eternally
was and ever shall be befitting and worthy of that Imperish-
able Being, that Self-Sufficient Most High, Who through the
fragrance of the garment of His grace guided the people of
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the Kingdom of Creation to the Most Exalted Horizon, and
by the shrill voice of His Pen drew the peoples of the world
to the Kingdom of Eternity. He bestowed upon the atom the
glory of the sun, and conferred upon the drop the effects of
the ocean. By His Command-Word He subdued the world,
and by a single letter from His Book He guided those endowed
with understanding to the fountain of life. He is the Peerless
Mighty One and the King Who doeth what He willeth. All
the peoples of the world bear witness to His power. The might
of oppressors, the tyranny of aggressors, the denial of deniers,
and the turning away of the heedless did not and will never
prevent Him from His purpose. His Will is operative and His
Purpose all-pervasive. His blessed Name is the Most Great
Healing Medicine for the health of the world, and His mention
the companion of every stranger and wanderer. Exalted be His
mercy and glorified be His grace. There is none other God but
Him.

And peace and blessings be upon Him Who sat upon the
Throne of the Seal, through Whom appeared the decree of the
Beginning, whereby was broken the back of the wicked ones
who worshipped idols and took them as lords besides God, the
Lord of all mankind, and upon His family and companions who
arose to serve His Cause and strove in God’s path to exalt His
Word - they are honored servants who speak not until He hath
spoken, and who act by His command.

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou through Whose Name the Tree
spoke forth on the Mount of Recognition and the lights of
the Sun of Thy countenance shone forth from the horizon of
creation! I beseech Thee by the dawning-places of Thy Most
Beautiful Names and the day-springs of Thy most exalted at-
tributes, and by Thy Greatest Signs, to send down upon Thy
servants that which will draw them to Thine All-Highest Hori-
zon and bring them near unto Thee, O Lord of all beings and
King of the throne on high and of earth below. O Lord! The
souls have been enveloped by the veils of idle fancies and been
prevented from turning to the horizon of certitude. I beseech
Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven, by Thy Name
the Self-Subsisting, to assist Thy loved ones to stand firm in
Thy Cause and to write down for them from Thy Most Ex-
alted Pen that which shall profit them in all the worlds of Thy
worlds. O Lord! Disappoint them not of what lies with Thee,
and withhold not from them that which Thou hast ordained
for such of Thy servants as are nigh unto Thee and such of Thy
creatures as are sincere before Thee. O Lord! Thou seest them
turning toward Thee, facing the lights of Thy countenance, and
hastening toward the ocean of Thy bounty. Do Thou provide
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them, O my God, with the table Thou hast sent down from
the heaven of Thy grace and the blessings Thou hast ordained
in Thy Scrolls and Books and Tablets. There is no God but
Thee, the Mighty, the Ever-Forgiving, the Merciful.

5 And further: your letter was received, and the fragrance of ac-

ceptance and love emanated from it. Praise be to God, they
are blessed with divine favors and honored by His name. This
evanescent servant beseeches the Self-Sufficient Lord in all con-
ditions to rend asunder the veils of all parties with the finger
of power, so that all may arise, with illumined vision, truthful
tongues, attentive ears, pure hearts, and expanded breasts, to
that which befits the station of man.

Man has been and continues to be among the greatest signs
of God, and has come from the realm of non-existence into
the court of existence for the knowledge and betterment of the
world. Should the leaders of government and nation manifest
spiritual virtues, goodly deeds, and kindly words, the lights
of justice will encompass all the earth, and all will dwell in
perfect tranquility within the pavilion of security and peace.
The foundation of the security and welfare of nations rests
upon two pillars: reward and punishment. Every sovereign
must implement these two principles; indeed it is essential.

If man observes the divine verses with the eye of fairness and
reflects, he will find each passage to be the dawning-place of
laws. Reflect upon this blessed verse wherein He says: “Accept
thou what is easy, and enjoin what is just, and turn away from
the ignorant.” And likewise He says: “Be generous as God has
been generous to thee” All laws and principles that are the
cause of the world’s order and the nations’ tranquility can be
deduced and derived from these two blessed verses.

Most of the servants are seen to be heedless and veiled, and
this servant, in view of the degrees of love and affection, is at
all times engaged in prayer and clinging to the hem of divine
generosity, that He might perchance not look upon the deeds
of the servants, but rather, through His own bounty and grace,
grant what has been beseeched. Verily He is the Forgiving,
verily He is the Kind, verily He is the Generous, verily He is
the Merciful. There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Great.

And regarding the question about the blessed verse concern-
ing the Trust - His exalted Word: “We offered the Trust” - a
detailed response was bestowed, but sending it in an envelope
was far from the requirements of wisdom, therefore it was not
sent. God willing, in these days perhaps someone will journey
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in that direction and it will be sent with them. Now this ser-
vant has given the glad tidings of it and afterward you shall
attain it.

You mentioned his honor Akhund Mulla Ahmad, upon him be
the glory of God. God willing, may he be blessed in all condi-
tions with the outpourings of the true Bestower and illumined
by the lights of the Sun of inner meanings. The world has
never had, nor has, any worth - soon it shall return to nothing-
ness. I beseech and implore God to aid His loved ones in that
which will cause their names and mention to endure. Verily
He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth, and in
His grasp is the Kingdom of Names. There is no God but Him,
the Powerful, the Wise.

This evanescent servant sends greetings to his honor the afore-
mentioned one. God willing, may he be assisted in the remem-
brance of God and in that which will exalt the station of man
in the contingent world. Likewise convey greetings and praise
from this servant to his honor Karbala’i Aqa Muhammad, upon
him be the glory of God. I hope from God’s generosity, exalted
be His glory, that He will protect him in all conditions through
the hands of power and grant him that which befits His bounty.
Verily He is the Generous, the Merciful.

Convey greetings and praise from this evanescent one to the
other friends in that land. God willing, may all be aided and
assisted in that which God loves and with which He is pleased.
Peace and glory be upon you and upon those who have tes-
tified to that which God testified before the creation of the
heavens and earth, that there is no God but Him, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting. And peace and blessings be upon the
Messengers, and praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Ibrahim Arjumand son of Khalil Tabib
Date: 1299-04-0/ [1882-Feb-23]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

O Thou Who by Thy mention hast drawn unto Thee all names,
and by Thy name hast subdued earth and heaven! I beseech
Thee by the Crimson Scroll which hath been adorned by Thy
Most Exalted Pen to assist Thy servants, Thy creation, Thy
chosen ones and Thy loved ones to remain steadfast in Thy
Cause in such wise that neither the horsemen in the arena
of heedlessness and desire, nor the allusions of those who have
turned away from Thee, O Lord of all creation, shall deter them.
O Lord! Thou art He Whom the hosts of the world cannot
frustrate, nor can the might of nations weaken. I beseech Thee
to draw those who have turned towards Thee near unto the
Dayspring of the lights of Thy countenance, and the believers
unto the Dawning-Place of Thy signs. Then protect them, O
my God, from the oppressors of Thy earth. Thou art He before
Whose Name the kingdom of names hath bowed down and
to Whose face the Concourse on High hath prostrated itself.
Thou ordainest what Thou willest for whom Thou willest, and
deniest what Thou willest to whom Thou willest. There is
none other God but Thee, the Single One, the All-Knowing.

Thereafter, thy letter was received. Praise be to God, it dimin-
ished grief and increased joy, for the fragrance of divine love
was wafted from it. Today, every word that floweth from the
pen of the friends in mention of God, exalted be His glory, is
as a star in the heaven of existence. After reading and examin-
ing its contents, I approached the Most Exalted Station, and
when I attained the presence, after permission was granted, I
presented that which thy sincere tongue had uttered in the
days of God, our Lord and your Lord, our Goal and your Goal,
and the Goal of all who are in the heavens and the earth. This
is what hath been sent down from the Kingdom of might and
power from God, the Lord of the worlds. His word, exalted be
His grandeur:

In My Name, the Wronged One, the Unique

O Ibrahim! Thou hast attained unto My mention and My
favors aforetime, and We make mention of thee on this night
with that which shall endure as long as the kingdom and the
realm endure. Thou art he who hath testified to that which
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God hath testified and hast acknowledged that which hath
been revealed from My Most Exalted Pen. Blessed is the one
who hath arisen with strength to make mention of Me and hath
spoken My praise. He is indeed of the people of My wondrous
Kingdom. Read thou what We have revealed unto thee. It
shall draw thee nigh unto a station that perisheth not. The
Lord of the seen and the unseen beareth witness to this. We
have heard thy call and have answered thee that thou mayest
thank thy Lord, the Mighty, the Loving.

O Ibrahim! By night and by day the Divine Pen is in motion,
its call is raised, and its horizon is luminous, yet the people of
the earth are heedless and remote, save whom God willeth. All
have been waiting by their own admission, and at all times they
have been uttering “Hasten, O God,” yet when the veil was rent
asunder and the gate of heaven was opened and the Promised
One appeared, all arose in opposition save the quantity of the
letters of the Countenance. They reflected not for a moment
what was the cause and reason that all sought deliverance for

that Being, may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake.

By the life of God! The people are in manifest drunkenness
and in strange slumber. Blessed art thou for having hearkened

and answered thy Lord when He came with a wondrous Cause.

In all conditions, fix thy gaze upon the Truth and hold fast unto
Him. Today it is incumbent upon all to engage in teaching the
Cause with the utmost wisdom. The earth must first be made
receptive through the power of utterance, and then the word
must be delivered. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath
guided thee to the straight path of God. He hath attained unto
My presence, My favors, and My mercy which have preceded
all who are in the heavens and the earth. From this station We
send Our greetings upon him and upon thee and upon those
who have cast away idle fancies on this glorious and wondrous
Day.

God willing, may you ever drink from the cup of bounty and
offer it to those who have turned to Him. This evanescent
servant hath ever been occupied with the mention of God’s
loved ones; they have not been and shall not be forgotten.

As for the mention made of his honor ‘Azizu’llah, upon him
be the Glory of God, in these days they have sent a letter to
his honor Marfu’ of Qa’in, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious. In response, a most holy, most exalted Tablet
was revealed and sent. Indeed, they have clung to the service
of the Cause. God willing, may their love grow warmer at
all times in such wise that its traces shall remain lasting and
enduring in the world. Praise be to God, they are adorned
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with the ornament of love for the Beloved of the worlds and
are assisted in serving the Cause. The Glory that is manifest,
evident, and shining from the horizon of the bounty of our
Lord, the Most Merciful, be upon you and upon those whom

God hath enabled to turn to His bright and luminous horizon.
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To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Ali Fathabadi
Date: 1299-04-04 [1882-Feb-23]

In the Name of the Powerful, the Omnipotent.

O Mir! May the lights of the Day of Manifestation ever illumine
thee, and mayest thou be occupied with the remembrance of
the Peerless Friend. Observe among the people how they have
taken as their object of worship that world whose evanescence
all acknowledge and confess, and how they remain debarred
and shut out from the true Object of worship and from the
rays of the Spiritual Sun. O Mir! Hearken unto the call of this
Captive. He, verily, will assist thee and draw thee nigh unto
God, the Single, the All-Informed. The Supreme Pen hath
recorded mention of steadfast souls. God willing, may they
hold fast unto that which God hath willed and be freed and
detached from all else. We send greetings to all the friends in
that land and other regions, and We counsel them unto that
which leadeth to the exaltation and elevation of the station of
man. Well is it with them that act, and woe unto the heedless.
May the glory shining from the horizon of the will of thy Lord,
the All-Merciful, be upon thee and upon them and upon every
patient and grateful soul. Praise be to God, the Kind, the
Forgiving.
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To: ain Jinab-i-Mir

Date: 1299-04-0/ [1882-Feb-23]

In the Name of Him Who is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ J,GLY\ »

2 The Most Great Name beareth witness before all nations

that there is none other God but Him, the Almighty, the
All-Protecting, the All-Glorious, the Most Exalted. He hath
in truth appeared and hath spoken forth that whereby the
balance of justice hath been established between earth and
heaven. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Unconstrained. He
hath commanded all to observe that which will exalt the
Cause of God above all else, yet the people have cast it behind
their backs and have accepted instead that which every sinful
doubter hath ordained. Blessed is he who hath hearkened
unto the call of his Lord and responded to his Master when
He came with the kingdom of signs. Rejoice thou in the
remembrance of God and His loving-kindness, and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O Sovereign of the world, Who hath appeared
through Thy Most Great Name, for having remembered me in
Thy prison and revealed unto me from Thy Most Exalted Pen
that which befitteth Thy generosity and grace. I beseech Thee
to assist me under all conditions to serve Thy Cause. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the All-Knowing.
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To: ibn Jinab-i-Mir
Date: 1299-04-04 [1882-Feb-23]

In My Name, the Witnesser and the Witnessed

> We make mention of those who turned to God when the ocean

of utterance appeared with manifest waves, and We guide them
to the Ark which We have fashioned with the hands of Our
power that dominates all who are in the heavens and on earth.
Hold fast unto it, O people of Baha, and follow not every heed-
less and remote one.
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By the life of God! A single word from this Tablet is worth
more than all the treasures of the earth - to this testifieth
every insightful sage. O thou who soarest in My atmosphere!
Hearken unto My call from the precincts of My mighty prison.
It will draw thee nigh unto God and guide thee to My straight
path. Be thou grateful that the Countenance of the Ancient
One hath turned toward thee and hath sent down for thee this
noble Book. Should anyone come to you with tablets of fire,
cast them behind you, turning instead to God, the One, the
All-Informed. The glory be upon thee and upon thy father
and thy mother and thy family, from God, the Mighty, the
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To: Nasrullah son of Abdur-Rahim, in Kushih
Date: 1299-04-04 [1882-Feb-23]
In the Name of the One God! & Syl el

The Hidden Name hath appeared from the Horizon of Revela-
tion and is manifest, yet the heedless servants remain debarred
and deprived of Him. Blessed is the eye that no veils of names
nor clouds cast by the people of creation prevented from behold-
ing the Most Exalted Horizon. By God’s life! Such a one is of
the people of Baha who hath been inscribed by the Pen of the
Ancient of Days in the Books of God. Well is it with him who
hath attained unto this Day and hath done that which hath
been commanded by God, the Lord of the worlds. We beseech
God - exalted be His glory - to confirm all who have turned
towards Him, that all may succeed in remembering Him, prais-
ing Him and serving His Cause. Verily, He is the Beneficent,
the Generous. God willing, thou shalt take hold of the Book
of God with the hand of might and drink from the choice wine
of understanding that lieth concealed within its words. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most
Merciful.
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Study guide to this volume

The year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) opens with the most explicitly social and political of all the
volumes in this series. The Lawh-i-Magsud (BH00140), the volume’s centerpiece, unfolds a vision
of civilizational transformation that moves from a theology of human nature through a philosophy
of education to a call for world governance, universal peace, and a single international language. It
is the most sustained statement of what would later be called the Bahai social teachings, and its
implications reach far beyond the immediate community into the question of what kind of world a
divinely-guided humanity is capable of building. Around this centerpiece, BH0O0172 opens with a
meditation on the cosmic station of the Pen and the paradox of “unconsciousness” as the highest
form of consciousness, while BHO1707 (the Lawh-i-Jud) sharpens the community’s pedagogical
mandate through the image of “pure soil” and anchors it in the twin principles of consultation
and compassion drawn from the “Crimson Book.” BH00025, written in the voice of the secretary
Khadim to Mirza Haydar-Ali, provides a rare documentary window into the lived experience of the
community in 1881-1882, including an encounter with Adventist Christians and instructions for
safeguarding sacred texts under surveillance.

Man as Supreme Talisman: Education, Latency, and the Mine of
Gems

Key Passages

Man is the supreme Talisman. Lack of a proper education hath, however, deprived him
of that which he doth inherently possess. Through a word proceeding out of the mouth
of God he was called into being; by one word more he was guided to recognize the Source
of his education; by yet another word his station and destiny were safeguarded. The
Great Being saith: Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Education
can, alone, cause it to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to benefit therefrom.—
BH00140

Men at all times and under all conditions stand in need of one to exhort them, guide
them and to instruct and teach them. Therefore He hath sent forth His Messengers, His
Prophets and chosen ones that they might acquaint the people with the divine purpose
underlying the revelation of Books and the raising up of Messengers, and that everyone
may become aware of the trust of God which is latent in the reality of every soul. —
BH00140
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The One true God, exalted be His glory, hath wished nothing for Himself. The allegiance
of mankind profiteth Him not, neither doth its perversity harm Him. The Bird of the
Realm of Utterance voiceth continually this call: “All things have I willed for thee, and
thee, too, for thine own sake.” — BH00140

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Magsud opens with a philosophy of human nature that is both anthropologically opti-
mistic and pedagogically demanding. The metaphor of man as a “mine rich in gems of inestimable
value” describes a latency that is ontological rather than conditional: the treasures are genuinely
there, as part of the original divine act of creation. Education does not install virtues from outside
but reveals what is already present within. This is a significant departure from both the Calvinist
doctrine of total depravity (in which nothing genuinely good remains in the unredeemed human
nature) and the behaviorist account of human nature as a blank slate formed entirely by external
conditioning. It is closer to Aristotle’s account of potentiality (dynamis) that is actualized through
practice and habituation, and to the Confucian doctrine of human nature as fundamentally good
(zing shan) yet requiring education to flourish. The statement that God “wished nothing for Him-
self” radically desacralizes religious obligation: revelation is not for divine benefit but entirely for
human benefit. This dissolves the problem of anthropomorphic projection (God “needs” worship)
and reorients the entire structure of divine command: what God commands is precisely what pro-
motes human flourishing. The three words of creation — calling into being, guiding to recognize
the Source, safeguarding station and destiny — function as a structural theology of divine address:
God’s speech to humanity is creative, revelatory, and sustaining, corresponding to the roles of
Creator, Revealer, and Protector. The Sufi concept of the fitra (original divine nature implanted
in every soul) provides the nearest Islamic parallel; John Dewey’s philosophy of education as “the
development of capacities” offers a modern secular counterpart.

Questions for Reflection

1. The claim that man is a “mine rich in gems of inestimable value” describes human dignity
as inherent rather than earned or conferred. How does this compare with the theological
accounts of imago Dei in Judaism and Christianity, with the Buddhist concept of Buddha-
nature (tathagatagarbha) as present in all sentient beings, and with the secular humanist
account of intrinsic human worth?

2. If education “reveals” rather than “installs” human virtue, what is the relationship between
the revealed wisdom of the Manifestation and the latent wisdom in each soul? Does the
Manifestation teach something genuinely new, or does He unlock what was always already
present?

3. “All things have I willed for thee, and thee, too, for thine own sake” suggests that both
the universe and the human self are given as gifts for human benefit. What theological and
ethical obligations follow from this radical generosity? How does it compare with the Buddhist
bodhisattva vow and the Christian account of creation as gift (gratuitas)?

4. The three divine words (creating, guiding, safeguarding) correspond to three dimensions of
the Manifestation’s function. How does this threefold structure compare with the Christian
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doctrine of the threefold office of Christ (prophet, priest, and king) and with the Islamic
doctrine of the Prophet’s functions (rasul, nabi, imam)?

5. If revelation is pedagogical (bringing out latent human capacities), why does the Lawh-i-
Magsud address kings and rulers as the primary agents of social change? How does individual
education relate to structural political reform in Baha'u’llah’s vision?

The World Parliament, Universal Peace, and a Common Language

Key Passages

The time must come when the imperative necessity for the holding of a vast, an all-
embracing assemblage of men will be universally realized. The rulers and kings of the
earth must needs attend it, and, participating in its deliberations, must consider such
ways and means as will lay the foundations of the world’s Great Peace amongst men.
Such a peace demandeth that the Great Powers should resolve, for the sake of the
tranquillity of the peoples of the earth, to be fully reconciled among themselves. Should
any king take up arms against another, all should unitedly arise and prevent him. —
BH00140

Among the things which are conducive to unity and concord and will cause the whole
earth to be regarded as one country is that the divers languages be reduced to one
language and in like manner the scripts used in the world be confined to a single script.
It is incumbent upon all nations to appoint some men of understanding and erudition
to convene a gathering and through joint consultation choose one language from among
the varied existing languages, or create a new one, to be taught to the children in all
the schools of the world. — BHO00140

Take heed, O concourse of the rulers of the world! There is no force on earth that can
equal in its conquering power the force of justice and wisdom. I, verily, affirm that
there is not, and hath never been, a host more mighty than that of justice and wisdom.
Blessed is the king who marcheth with the ensign of wisdom unfurled before him, and
the battalions of justice massed in his rear. — BHO00140

Context for Study

The three passages above represent the most far-reaching political proposals in the entire corpus of
1879-1882. The World Parliament passage was written in 1882, a full decade before the establish-
ment of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (1889), eleven years before the first Hague Peace Conference
(1899), and thirty-eight years before the League of Nations (1920). The collective security mecha-
nism — “should any king take up arms against another, all should unitedly arise and prevent him”
— is structurally identical to the collective security principle of both the League of Nations Covenant
(Article 16) and the United Nations Charter (Article 39-42). The universal language passage is
equally prescient: it anticipates the Ido and Esperanto movements of the 1880s and 1890s, and
the more recent UNESCO discussions of a universal auxiliary language. The political philosophy
underlying these proposals is distinctive: it is neither a Hobbesian social contract (requiring a
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sovereign power to enforce order) nor a Kantian federation of republican states (requiring shared
constitutional principles) but a prophetic-consensual model in which the great powers freely choose
collective security because they recognize the rationality and spiritual necessity of peace. The ad-
dress to rulers as “mirrors of the gracious and almighty name of God” places political authority
within a theological framework: rulers have dignity and responsibility precisely because they reflect
a divine attribute, and their failure to exercise justice is a failure not merely of governance but
of their own nature. Students may also compare this vision with the medieval Islamic concept of
the khalifa (Caliph) as the lieutenant of God on earth, with Kant’s Perpetual Peace (1795), with
the democratic peace theory of contemporary international relations, and with the constructivist
account of world order as a product of shared norms.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha'u’llah’s proposal for a World Parliament precedes the League of Nations by nearly
four decades. What is the relationship between prophetic vision and historical development?
Does the eventual emergence of institutions resembling those proposed in the Lawh-i-Magsud
constitute a confirmation of the prophecy, or a coincidence?

2. The collective security mechanism — all powers uniting against any aggressor — assumes that
the great powers will recognize their shared interest in peace and act on it. What assumptions
about human rationality and political motivation does this require? How does it compare
with Kant’s argument in Perpetual Peace that republican states have a natural incentive to
avoid war?

3. The proposal for a universal language assumes that linguistic diversity is primarily an obstacle
to human unity rather than a resource of cultural diversity. How does this compare with the
contemporary discussion of linguistic diversity as a human rights issue and with the movement
for endangered language preservation?

4. “There is no force on earth that can equal in its conquering power the force of justice and
wisdom” is a claim about power in history. How does this compare with Machiavelli’s account
of power in The Prince, with Weber’s analysis of rational-legal authority, and with Hannah
Arendt’s distinction between power (consensual) and violence (coercive)?

5. The address to rulers as “mirrors of the gracious and almighty name of God” places political
authority within a theology of divine names. What are the implications of this for the question
of secular versus religious governance? How does it compare with the Protestant doctrine of
the “two kingdoms” (spiritual and temporal) and with the Islamic concept of the state as an
instrument of divine law?

Consultation and Compassion: The Twin Luminaries of Divine Wis-
dom
Key Passages

The heaven of divine wisdom is illumined with two luminaries: consultation and com-
passion. Take ye counsel together in all matters, inasmuch as consultation is the lamp
of guidance which leadeth the way, and is the bestower of understanding. — BH01707
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Should he discover a pure soil, let him sow the seed of the knowledge of God therein,
and leave it to the care of its Planter. When the appointed hour hath come, it will
spring up and yield its fruit. Otherwise let him keep silence. — BHO1707

The Word of God is the king of words and its pervasive influence is incalculable. It
hath ever dominated and will continue to dominate the realm of being. The Great
Being saith: The Word is the master key for the whole world, inasmuch as through its
potency the doors of the hearts of men, which in reality are the doors of heaven, are
unlocked. — BHO00140

Context for Study

BHO01707 (the Lawh-i-Jud) is notable for its lapidary formulation of the dual principles that govern
communal decision-making: consultation and compassion. The image of these two as “luminaries”
illumining the “heaven of divine wisdom” places them at the same level of importance as, say,
justice and mercy in classical Islamic theology — dual attributes that seem to be in tension but
are actually mutually sustaining. Consultation without compassion becomes cold calculation; com-
passion without consultation becomes sentimental and impractical. The pairing also reflects the
volume’s double register: the rational-deliberative (mashvarat) and the affective-pastoral (rahma).
The agricultural metaphor for teaching — “find pure soil, sow, and let the Planter do the rest” —
reprises the Matthean parable of the sower but introduces an important asymmetry: the teacher
does not control the harvest. The teacher’s task is discernment of receptivity and the act of sowing;
the fruit belongs to God. This limits both the teacher’s anxiety (no responsibility for outcomes)
and the teacher’s pride (no credit for conversions). The Lawh-i-Magqsud’s account of the Word as
the “master key” for the world gives this pedagogical restraint its theological grounding: the Word
operates through its own power; the teacher is the occasion, not the cause. The classical Islamic
concept of tawfig (divine facilitation) — in which God opens hearts as He wills, and human teaching
is merely the occasion — provides the closest parallel in Baha’u’llah’s cultural tradition.

Questions for Reflection

1. Consultation and compassion are described as the “twin luminaries of divine wisdom.” How
do these two principles function together in practice? What happens to a community that has
consultation without compassion (cold decision-making) or compassion without consultation
(sentimental consensus)?

2. The teaching principle “find pure soil, sow, and let the Planter do the rest” limits the teacher’s
ambition and relieves the teacher’s anxiety about outcomes. How does this compare with
Paul’s account of his own missionary work: “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
growth” (1 Corinthians 3:6)?

3. “The Word is the master key for the whole world, inasmuch as through its potency the doors
of the hearts of men, which in reality are the doors of heaven, are unlocked.” How does this
claim about the power of the divine Word relate to the logos theology of the prologue of
John’s Gospel and to the Islamic concept of the Qur’an as kalam Allah (speech of God) that
is actively efficacious?
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4. The Lawh-i-Jud’s counsel on teaching specifically warns against forced or untimely disclosure:
“one word is like unto fire, another unto light.” What does this suggest about the ethics of
proselytization, and how does it compare with the contemporary debate about aggressive
versus respectful interfaith witness?

5. Consultation is described as “the lamp of guidance which leadeth the way, and the bestower
of understanding.” This is a strong epistemological claim: that group deliberation produces
genuine understanding unavailable to individuals. How does this compare with John Stuart
Mill’s argument in On Liberty that the “marketplace of ideas” produces truth, and with
Habermas’s theory of communicative rationality?

The Pen’s Cosmic Station and the Safeguarding of Texts

Key Passages

Moreover We have laid bare the divine mysteries and in most explicit language foretold
future events, that neither the doubts of the faithless, nor the denials of the froward,
nor the whisperings of the heedless may keep back the seekers of truth from the Source
of the light of the One true God. Nevertheless some people seem to have been seized
with epilepsy, others are torn up even as hollow tree-stumps. They abandon God ... and
set their hearts on lying tales and follow empty words. — BHO1707

Before the appearance of proof and testimony, none was commanded to recognition. He
bestowed the eye and uttered the word “observe”. He granted the tongue and revealed
the word “remember”. He conferred strength and commanded to action. Verily thy
Lord is the Just, the All-Wise. — BHO04538

Context for Study

BHO01707’s image of those who reject the revelation as “seized with epilepsy” or “torn up as hollow
tree-stumps” is among the most vivid diagnostic metaphors in the corpus. Epilepsy (sara‘) in
classical Islamic medicine and spirituality could be associated with possession or spiritual imbalance;
the hollow tree-stump conveys the loss of living connection to a root system. Both images describe
not moral failure but a kind of spiritual pathology: the capacity for recognition has been disrupted
by prior commitments, desires, or the “lying tales and empty words” of religious authorities. This
connects to the broader diagnosis of knowledge as the “most great veil” (volume 63): the very
habits of thought that should enable recognition have become the obstacle. BH04538’s compact
theology of sequential divine gifts — eye given, then the command to observe; tongue given, then
the command to remember; strength given, then the command to act — articulates a principle
of proportionality in divine demand: God commands only what He has first given the capacity
to perform. This is a significant response to the classical theological problem of the relationship
between divine command and human capacity: Baha’u’llah resolves it by making the gift precede
and constitute the obligation. The parallel with Paul’s “I can do all things through him who
strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13) and with Aquinas’s account of gratia gratum faciens (grace that
makes the will capable of good) is notable.
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Questions for Reflection

1. The images of spiritual pathology — epilepsy, hollow tree-stumps — describe rejection of
revelation as a form of inner disorder rather than simple moral wickedness. What are the
pastoral and theological implications of this diagnostic rather than moralistic account of
unbelief?

2. BH04538’s principle that God commands only what He has first given the capacity to perform
resolves a classical theological problem. How does this compare with the Calvinist doctrine
of total depravity (the inability to choose good without divine regeneration), with Aquinas’s
account of grace as enabling the will to act well, and with the Mu’tazilite insistence on human
capacity (qudra) as a precondition of moral obligation?

3. BH00025’s documentation of the Adventist encounter in 1881-1882 — a Christian group de-
nied access to Baha'u’llah yet addressed by a Tablet — raises questions about the relationship
between the Bahéi Revelation and other religions’ eschatological expectations. How does this
encounter illuminate the broader Bahai teaching that all sincere seekers are addressed by the
divine mercy?

4. The instruction to safeguard Tablets from “unworthy hands” and “hostile seizure” models
an ethics of sacred text preservation that is simultaneously prudential and theological. How
does this compare with the history of the preservation of the New Testament manuscripts
in early Christianity, with the Cairo Geniza tradition in Judaism, and with the practice of
hiding sacred texts in Tibetan Buddhism?

5. How does the Lawh-i-Magsud’s vision of humanity as “one country” relate to the contem-
porary debates about global citizenship, cosmopolitanism, and the tension between national
sovereignty and international governance?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The Lawh-i-Magsud positions itself at the intersection of theology and political philosophy: it begins
with God’s act of creation (“By one word he was called into being”) and ends with a call for a World
Parliament and a universal language. The connecting argument is that the divine act of creation
installed latent capacities in every human being, and the purpose of every Manifestation has been
to educate humanity toward the actualization of those capacities — individually and collectively.
The World Parliament, universal peace, and a common language are not political utopias imposed
from without but the natural culmination of humanity’s own latent potential, unlocked by divine

pedagogy.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the divine purpose is the “reha-
bilitation of the world” through the actualization of humanity’s latent nobility — and
if the twin instruments of that rehabilitation are consultation and compassion — what
does this suggest about the relationship between spiritual transformation and politi-
cal change, and why does Baha’u’llah address kings and rulers as the primary agents
of a peace that he simultaneously insists can only be established through universal
recognition of divine authority?
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