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INTRODUCTION.

In presenting these Lectures to the public, the writer is only
eomplying with the solicitations of some of his friends, who have
requested that his views on the Prophecies of Daniel and John
might be made public. The reader is therefore requested to give
the subject a careful and candid perusal, and compare every part
with the standard of Divine Truth; for if the explanation the writer
has given to the serip under consid
the reader will readily perceive that it concerns us all, and becomes
doubly important to us, because we live on the eve of one of the
most important events ever revealed to man by the wisdom of God
—the judgment of the great day

In order that the reader may have an understanding of my men-
per of studying the Prophecies, by which I have come to the fol-
lowing result, I have thought proper to give some of the rules of
interpretation which I have adopted to understand prophecy.

Prophetical scripture is very much of it communicated to us by
figures and highly and richly adorned metaphors ; by which I mean
that figures such as beasts, birds, air or wind, water, fire, candlesticks,
lamps, mountains, islands, &c., are used to represent things proph-
esied of—such as kingdoms, warriors, principles, people, judg-
ments, churches, word of God, large and smaller governments. Itis
metaphorical also, showing some peculiar quality of the thing proph-
esied of, by the most prominent feature or quality of the figure used,
a3 beasts—if a lion, power and rule ; if a leopard, celerity ; if a
bear, voracious ; an ox, submissive ; aman, proud and independent.
Fire denotes justice and judgment in its figure ; in the metaphor,
denotes the purifying or consuming up the dross or wickedness; as .
fire has a cleansing quality, so will the justice or judgments of God. -
4 For when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the
world will learn righteousness.” Therefore almost all the figures

should prove correct, -
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used in propbecy have their literal and metaphorical meanng ; as
Beasts denote, literally, a kingdom, so metaphorically good or bad,
as the cage may be, to be understood by the subject in connection.

To understand the literal meaning of figures used in prophecy, I
bave pursued the following method : —1 find the word “ beast
used in a figurative sense ; I take my concordance, trace the word,
and in Daniel vii, 17, it is explained 1o mean “ kings or kingdoms.”
Again, I come across the words “ bird or fowl,” and in Isa. xlvi.
11, it is used, meaning a conqueror or warrior,— Cyrus. Alse, in
Ezekiel xxxix. 4—9, denotes armies or conquerors. Again, the
words ¢ air or wind,” as used in Rev. ix. £, and 16, 17, to under-
stand which I turn to Epb. ii. 2, and 4—1]4, and there leam that it
is used ns a figure to denote the theories of worldly mea or vain
philosopby. Again, “water or rivers” are used as figures in
Rev. xvii, 15, it is explained to mean ‘‘people or nations.”
“ Rivers” of course mean the nation or people living on the river
mentioned, as in Rev. xvi. 12, .“ Fire” is oflen used in a figurative
sense § explained in Num. xxi. 27—£8, Deut. xxxii. 22, Psal. lxxviii.
21, Heb. xii. 29, to mean justice and judgment.

As prophecey is a language somewbat different from other parts
of Scripture, owing to its baving been revealed in visien, and that
highly figurative, yet God in his wisdom has so interwoven the
several prophecies, that the events foretold are not all told by one
prophet, and aithough they lived and prophesied in different ages of
the world, yet they tell us the same things ; 80 you take away one,
and a link will be wanting. There is a general connection through
the whole ; like a well-regulated community they all move in uni-
son, speaking the same things, observing the same rules, so that a
Bible reader may almost with propriety suppose, let him read in
what prophecy he may, that he i3 reading the same prophet, the
same author. This will appear evident ‘0 any one who will com-
pare scripture with seripture.  For, exan jle, soe Dan. xii. 1, Matt.
xxiv. 21, Isa. xlvii. 8, Zeph. il. 15, Rev. zviii. 7. There never was
& book written that has a better connection and hanmony than the
Bible, and yet it has the appearance of a great store-house full of
all the precious commodities heart could desire, thrown in promis-
cuously ; therefore, the biblical student must select and bring to-
gether every part of the subject he wishes to investigate, from every
part of the Bible ; then let every word have its own Scripture mean-
ing, every sentence its proper bearing, and have no contradiction,
aud your theory will and must of necessity be correct. Truth is
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one undeviating path, that grows brighter and brighter the’more
is trodden ; it needs no plausible arguments nor pompous dress to
make it more bright, for the more naked and simple the fact, the
stronger the truth appears.

Let it be noticed that God has revealed to his prophets the same
events in divers figures and at different times, as he hus to Daniel
in the second, seventh, and eighth chapters concerning the four
kingdoms; or to Peter, (see Acts x. 16;) also Isaiah and John.
Then, to get the whole truth, all those visions or prophecies must
be concentrated and brought together, that have reference to the
subject which we wish toinvestigate ; and when combined, let every
word and sentence have-its proper bearing and force in the grand
whole, and the theory or system, as 1 have before shown, must be
correct. 1 have Jikewise noficed that in those events, visions, and
prophecies which have had their fulfilment, every word and every
particular has had an exact and litera! accomplishment, and that
no two events have ever happened, that 1 can learn, which will ex-
actly apply or fulfil the same prophecy. Take, for instance, the
prophecies concerning the birth, life, and crucifixion of our Bavior,
and in his history we find a literal fulfilment ; yet in the birth, life,
or death of any other individual it would be in vain to find a paral-

lel. Again, take the prophecies which have been admitted, by

Protestants at least, to apply to Cyrus, Alexander, Julius Ceesar,
destruction of Jerusalem, and the church of Rome, and I have never
been able to trace even a bl to the prophecies in questi

in any historical events except the true ones. If this is true, may .

we not suppose that the unfulfilled prophecies in their accomplish-
ments will be equally as evident and literal ?

There are two important points to which all prophecy seems to
centre, like a cluster of grapes upon its stem — the first and second
coming of Christ; the first coming to proclaim the gospel, set up
his kingdom, suffer for sinners, and bring in an everlasting right-
eousness. His second coming, to which the ardent faith and pious
hope of the tried and tempted child of God centres, is for complete
redemption from sin, for the justification and glorification promised
to all those who look for his appearing, the destruction of the wicked
and mystical Babylon, the abomination of the whole earth.

His first coming was as a2 man, his human nature being only visible,
his Godhead known only in his miracles. His second coming will
be as God, his divine Godhead and power being most visible. He
eomes first, like the {‘ :ml man of the earth, earthy;” his second

v
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coming is  the Lord from heaven.” His first coming was literally
decording to the prophecies. And so we may safely infer will be
his second appearance, according tothe Seriptures. At his advent,
his forerunner was spoken of — ¢ one crying in the wilderness;” the
manner of his birth— ¢ a child born of a virgin;”’ the place where
— ¢ Bethlehem of Judea ;7 the tile of his death — “ when seventy
weeks should be fulfilled ; 7 for what be should suffer — ¢ to make
an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in
everlasting righteousness, to seal up the vision and prophecy, and
to anoint the Most Holy.” The star that appeared, the stripes he
received, the miracles he performed, the taunsings of his foes —all
were literally fulfilled. Thea, why not suppose that all the prophe~
cies concerning his second coming will be as literally accomplished
as the former? Can any man show a single reason why it will
not? If this be true, we can obtain much light by reading the
Seriptures. We are there informed of the manner of his second
coming — “ suddenly, in the clouds, in like as he d
ed;” the majesty of his coming — “ on a great white throne, with
power and great glory, and all his saints with him ;7 the object of
his coming — ““ as the Ancient of Days, to send his angels into the
four winds of heaven, gather his elect, raise the righteous dead,
change the righteous living, chain Satan, destroy anti-Christ, the
wicked, and all those who destroy the earth, judge, justify aond
glorify his people, cleanse his church, present her to his Father, live
and reigu with her on the new heavens and new earth,” the form of
the old having passed away.

The time when these things shall take place is also specified, by
some of the prophets, unto 2300 days, (meaning years ;) then shall
the sanctuary be cleansed, afier the anti-Christian beast has reigned
her “time, times, and a half;” afler the two witnesses have
prophesied ¢ a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed
in sackeloth;” after the church captivity in the wilderness,  forty-
two months ; * after the ““ gospel should be preached in all the
world for a witness, then shall the end come.” The signs of the
times are also given, when we may know, he is near, even at the
door. When there aremany “lo here’s and lo there’s ;” when the
way of truth is evil spoken of ; when many seducers are abroad in
the land ; when scoffers disbelieve in his coming,and say, “ Where
is the promise of his coming;”” when the wise and foplish virgins
are called to trim their Jamps, and the voice of the friend of the
bridegroom is, *“ Behold, he cometh ;”” when the city of the nations
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fs divided into three parts; when the power of the holy people is
scattered, and the kings of the east come up to battle ; when there
is a time of trouble, such as never was before, and the church~in’
her Laodicean state ; when the seventh seal opens, the seventh vial
is poured out, the last woe pronounced by the angel flying through
the midst of heaven, and the seventh and last trumpet sounds ; —
then will the mystery of God be finished, and the door of mercy be
closed forever ; then shall we be broug'hl to the last point, his sec-
ond coming.

Again, prophecy is sometimes typncal that is, partly fulfilled in
the type, but completely only in the antitype. Such was the
prophecy conceming Isaac, parily fulfilled -in him, wholly so in
Chnst ; likewise concerning Israel, partly fulfilled in them as a na-
tion, but never fully accomplished until the final redemption of
spiritual Jsrael. Likewise the propheecies concemning the Jewish
captivity in Babylon, and their return, are only partly accomplished
in the history of past events. The deseription of those things in
the prophets is so august and magnificent, that if only applicable
to the literal captivity of the Jews and their retum, the exposition
would be weak and barren ; therefore I humbly believe that the
exact fulfilment can only belooked for in the captivity.of the church
in the wilderness, under the anti-Christian beast, destruction of
mystical Babylon, and glorification of the saints in the New Jeru-
salem state.

There are also 1n the 24th chaptes of Matthew many things proph-
esied of, which were not fulfilled at the destruction of Jerusalem;
such as the coming of the Son of Man in the clouds, the gathering
his elect from the four winds of heaven, his taking one and leaving
euother. This shows a typical meaning in this prophecy, and that
4 will not all be fulfilled until the end of the world. Also, the
transfiguration of Christ on the mount, prophesied of by himself
eight days before, is noticed by Peter, 2q Epistle, i. 16—18, as
being a type or figure of his second coming.

Who, that has read the prophecies with any degree of attention,
will not acknowledge the great agreement between the Old Testa-
ment prophecies and the New? Almost every prophecy given
by Christ and his apostles may be found, in the Old Testament
prophets, represented by figures, which were familiar to the writers
and readers of those times. The foregoing rules are some of the
principal ones which I have observed in attempting to explain the
prophecies of Daniel and John, and to give the time when the
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mystery of God will be finished, as I humbly believe it is revealed
to the prophets.

If T have erred in my exposition of the prophecies, the time, being
so near at hand, will soon expose my folly ; but if I have the truth
on the subjects treated on in these pages, how important the era in
which we live! What vast and important events must soon be
sealized ! and how necessary that every individual be prepared,
that that day may not come upon them unawares, while they are
surfeited with the cares and riches of this life, and the day overtake
them as a thief! ¢ But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a thief,” 1 Thess. v. 4. In studying
there prophecies, I have endeavored to divest myself of all pre-
possessed opinions, not warranted by the word of God, and to
weigh well all the objections that might be raised from the Scrip-
* tures; and after fourteen years’ study of the prophecies and other
parts of the Bible, I have come to the following conclusions, and
do now commit myself into the hands of God as my Judge, in
giving publicity to the senti herein ined, ¢ 1sly
desiring that this little book may be the means to incite others to
study the Scriptures, and to see whether these things be so, and that
some minds may be led to believe in the word of God, and find an
interest in the offering and sacrifice of the Lamb of God, that their
sins might be forgiven them through the blood of the atonement,
“ when the refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power,” “ when he comes to be admired
in all them that believe in that day.” >

And now, my dear readers, I beg of you to lay aside prejudice ;
examine this subject candidly and carefully for yourselves. Your
belief or unbelief will not affect the truth. 1f it is so, whatever you
may think or do will not alter the revealed purposes of God. “ Not
one jot or tittle of his word will fail ;” but you may, by your obe-
dience in the faith, secure you an interest in the first resurrection,
and a glorious admittance into the New Jerusalem, and an inher-
itance among the justified in glory, and you may sit down with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God. May this b,
your lot— is the prayer of your servant,

WM. MILLER.
HamproN, Washington County, N. Y.
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LECTURE 1.

TITUS n. 13.

Looking for that blessed hope, and glorious appearing of the
€ great God, and our Savio% Jesus Christ. &

WEHEN we take a view of the trials, pains, afflictions,
persecutions, poverty, and distress, which the people of
God suffer in this world, we are almost led to exclaim
with the apostle, “If in this life only we have hope, we
are of all men most miserable.” But no; we will not
complain; for to suffer the short period of threescore
years and ten, at most, will only give a greater zest to
the glory which shall follow at the appearing of our
Lord ‘and Savior the great God and Jesus Christ. 1
know the world are taunting us with the inquiry,
“Where is the promise of his coming? for, since the
fathers fell asleep, all things remain as they were, even
from the creation of the world;” for they will pretend
to be ignorant tLas the apostle Peter expresses himself
of the deluge) that the world that then was, being over-
flowed with water, perished ; and still more do they pre-
.. tend to be ignorant, that the same earth is in like man-
" ner to.be destroyed by fire, “reserved unto fire against
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” 2
Peter iii. 7. Also, my brethren, there are some even
among us, who “are spots in your feasts of charity,
feeding themselves without fear; clouds without water,
carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth;
twice dead, plucked up by the roots; raging waves of
the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering
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stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness
forever. And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam,
protghesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh
with ten thousand of his saints, to execute {'udgment
upon all; and to convince all that are ungodly among
them of all their ungodly deeds which they have un-
godly committed, and of all their hard speeches which
they Bave spoken against him. These are murmurers,
complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their
mouth speaking great swelling words, having men’s
Eersons in admiration, because of advantage. But,
eloved, remember ye the words which were spoken
before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; how
that they told you there should be -mockers in the last
time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.
These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having
not the Spirit. But ye, beloved, building uﬁyourselves
on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,
keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the
mercy {or glorious appearing) of our Lord Jesus Christ
unto eternal life.® Jude 12—21. Or, as Peter says,
2 Pet. iii. 12, « Looking for and hasting unto the coming
of the day of God.” And again, Paul says, in Heb.
ix. 28, “And unto them that loock for him shall he
appear the second time without sin unto salvation.”
And Paul further saith, to his Philippian brethren, « For
our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body.” .
Having thus proved that the apostles directed our
hope to the coming of Christ for the fulfilment of all
our trials and persecutions, and the completion of our
faith, 1 shall now take up our subject in the following
order:—1I. I shall endeavor to prove that it is yet
* future; viz., the coming of Christ, spoken of in the text.
IL The certainty of his coming. IIL The object of
his coming.
I. We are, according to our design, to show that
the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ, spoken of in
the text, is yet future.
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Some teach us that he came at the destruction of
Jerusalem, and quote to the 24th chapter of Matthew
a3 proof. Let us examine their evidence. As Jesus
went out of the temple, his disciples came to him for
to show him the buildings of the temple, where Christ
delivered his memorable prophecy, which was exactly
fulfilled in little more than thirty-six years afterwards,
“There shall not be left here one stone upon another
that shall not be thrown down.”

And it appears that, afterwards, as Jesus sat upon the
Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately,
baving, as may reasonably be supposed, been rumi-
mating in their minds, or conversing among themselves,
on the prophecy, and had, perhaps, supposed that no
power on earth could destroy those strong buildings,

and concluded that, when was accomplished, it =

would be the judgment-day. They therefore inquire
of him, «“saying, Tell us, when shall these things be ?”
that is, what he had prophesied of; “and what shall
be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the
world ?” They might not have intended to ask more
than one question; yet they did ask three, and Christ
snswered them accordingly. He had before told them
of the destruction of %erusa.lem, 4th, 5th, and 6th
verses; he cautions them against being deceived with
falsq Christs, and not to be troubled at wars and rumors
of wars,—and yet Jerusalem was destroyed in the
first war of any note after this prophecy,—and then
says plainly, “The end is not yet.” Now, if this end
was the destruction of Jerusalem, then where are those
wars, spoken of by Christ? This cannot mean any
thing less than the end of the world. From the 7th
to the 14th verse, inclusive, he gives a prophetic history
of the trials, afflictions, and persecutions of his people,
and also of the success of the gospel immediately
previous to the end, and says, “Then shall the end
come.”

Now, it must be evident that this cannot mean the
end of Jerusalem, because, if so, he that endured unto
the end was to be saved from all the troubles which
Christ had bo2en speaking of ; and it wes not true that
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the disciples of Christ did not suffer afterwards the
same things which Christ said they would. From the
15th to the 28th verse, Christ instructs his disciples
into their duty during the siege of Jerusalem, and also
down to the coming of the Son of Man. This, you
will see, must mean Christ in person; because neither
the Holy Spirit nor Father is any where called Son
?f Man. He likewise speaks of the signs which should
ollow the destruction of Jerusalem. From the 20th
to the 35th verse, inclusive, Christ explains the signs
in the heavens and on the earth immediately after the
tribulation of the people of God, which had been
spoken of as the common lot of all his followers, and
which he had promised to shorten for the elect’s sake,
end of his coming in the clouds with power and great
lory ; the gathering of his elect from the four winds of
heaven; gives his disciples the parable of the fig tree,
88 an illustration of the end ; and then says to his disci-
ples, « Verily, I say unto you, This generation shall not
pass till all these things be fulfilled; heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”
Here is the great stumbling-block to many. Christ
is talking about his elect, his children, and his gene-
ration; and not, as some will have it, about the genera-
tions that then lived on the earth; for they did un-
doubtedly pass off, a large share of them; for it was
about thirty-six years before the destruction of Jeru-
salem. But his kingdom has never been taken from
the earth. Although they have been hunted from one
part of the earth to another; although they have been
driven into caves and dens of mountains; have been
slain, burnt, sawn asunder ; have wandered as pilgrims
and strangers on the earth;—yet the “blood of the
martyrs-has been the seed of the church;” and Christ
has had, and will have, a people on tlie earth, until his
second coming. 1 Peter ii. 9: «But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a ﬁ;eculia.r
ople,” &c. The Psalmist says, « A seed shall serve
im; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a genera-
tion.” Psalm xxii. 30. I humbly believe that Christ
has quoted the sentiment contained in the 102d Psalm,
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25th to last verse: “Of old hast thou laid the founda.
tion of the earth; and the heavens -are the work of
thine hands. They shall perish, but thou shalt endure;
yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; asa
vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be
changed; but thou art the same, and thy years shall
have no end. The children of thy servants shall con-
tinue, and their seed shall be established before thee.”
Here we see the Psalmist has expressed the same
sentiment that I understand Christ to have given
in these two verses, which I conclude is the prop-
er explanation. And then the, parables which fol-
low in the remainder of the ‘94th and 25th chap-
ters, are easily understood having reference to
the end of the world; and in that way will exactly
compare. See the 31st verse of the 25th chapter:
“ When the Son of Man shall come in hig glory, and
all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit" Ratho
throne of his glory; and before him shall be.ga
all nations,” &c.. This verse was not fulfilled at the
destruction of Jerusalem, for the “ Sop of §ffan” was
not seen in the clouds with power and’ glory;
and yet the words are, “ every eye shall seehim;” and
as sudden and as visible « as the lightning, that shineth
from the east even unto the west, so shall the coming
of the Son of Man be.” Can this have passed, and the
history of the world have been silent? No. Could all
nations be gathered before him, and there be divided,
the righteous from the wicked, and the one part sent to
everlasting punishment, while the other is received to
life eternal, and none know it? No. Were the elect
gathered from the four winds of heaven at the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem? No; they were commanded to
flee to the mountains; and history says they ¢id leave
that devoted ci? when the Romans encompass® it with
their armies. Then, could the propheciesscontained in
these chapters have been fulfilled, and the world remain
ignorant of some of the most important events? I
answer, No. Then the * Son of Man” did not come to
the destruction of Jerusalem. If he did, where is the
evidence? None, none, not a particle. But if he did
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come to the destruction of Jerusalem, then it must have
been his second coming; for Paul says, Heb. ix. 28,
#And unto them that Jook for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto salvation.” Can this be
true if he came to Jerusalem? The passage certainly
implies that his people would have no more sin, or
afterwards would g: “without sin.” Experience teaches
us to the contrery. Again it is said, 1 Thes. iv. 16, 17,
«For the Lord kimself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall arise first;
then we, which are alive and remain, shall be canght up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” MWho
saw this great transaction at Jerusalem? Were there
no witnesses? Yes, the apostle John lived many years
after this, and wrote his Gospel, his Epistles, and his
Revelation, long after the destruction of Jerusalem.
And what does he testify ? In his Gospel, 14th chapter,
3d verse, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, 1
will come and receive Jou to myself, tfmt where I am
there ye may be also.” Aguain, 28th and 20th verses,
“Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and
come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would re-
- joice, because I said, I go unto the Father; for my
ather is greater than I. And now I have told you
before it come to pass, that when it is come to pass, ye
might believe.” Again, 1 John ii. 28, “ And now, little
chﬁdren, abide in him, that, when he shall appear, we
may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him
" at his coming.” And iii. 2, “Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be; but we know that when ge shall appear, we rhall
be like Jhim; for we shall see him as he 18" And,
again, in Rev. i. 7, % Behold, he cometh with clouds,
and every eye shall see him; and they also which
gierced him, and all kindreds of the earth, shall wail
ecause¢ of hm.” Many more places might be men-
tioned in John's testimony, but not one word that he had
already come again, as some supposed. Let this, then,
suffice to prove, that the “glorious appearing,” spoken
of in our text, is still future,
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And now we will examine some of the evidence of
the certainty of his coming, which is our second
proposition.

IL The certainty of it:

1st. Because the ancient prophets all spake of it
Jude tells us that Enoch, the seventh from Adam,
prophesied, saz;uslg, Behold the Lord cometh, with ten
thousands of his saints, &c. Balaam was constrained
to admit,  OQut of Jacob shall come he that shall have
dominion, and shall destroy him that remaineth of the
city,” plainly referring to the judgment-day; for he
says, “ Alas! who shall live when God doth this?”
See Numbers xxiv. 17—23. And Moses as plainly
refers to this day in Deut. xxxii. 43, « Rejoice, O ye
nations, with his people, for he will avenge the blood of
his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversa-
ries, and will be merciful to his Jand and to his people.”
David says, Psalm L 3, 4, “Our God shall come, and
shall not keep silence; a fire shall devour before him,
and it shall be very tempestuous round about him; he
shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth,
(that he may judge his people.”) And Isa. xl. 5, ¢ And
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it.” In the 39th chapter of Ezekiel, you will
see the same day of judgment prophesied of in a clear
and plain manner. In Dan. vii. 9, 10, « I beheld till the
thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did
sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of
his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the
fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery
stream issued and came forth before him: thousand
thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times
ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set,
and the books were opened.” Joel iii. 14, ¢ Multitudes,
multitudes in the valley of decision, for the day of the
Lord is near in the valley of decision.” Zeph. i. 14,
“The great day of the Lord is near; it is near, and
hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord;
the mighty men shall cry there bitterly.” Zech. xiv. §,
¢ And the Lord thy God shall come, and all the sainta

A}
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with thee.,” Mal. iv. 2,  But unto you that fear my name
shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in his
wings, and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves in
the stall” And Christ himself says, in Matt, xvi. 27,
“For the Son of Man shall come in the glory of his
Father, with his angele; and then shall he reward every
man according to his works.” The angels that stood
by the disciples at the time Jesus ascended up, and a
cloud received him out of their sight, said, “ Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This
sames Jesus, which is taken up §0m you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.” Let us take particular notice of the
phrase this same Jesus, and compare with other parallel
passages, a8, our God shall come, and it will prove
to our satisfaction that Jesus Christ is God, as well as
man, and we may have strong consolation for our hope
in his appearing, for his promises can never fail
“Heaven and earth mnay pass away, but not one jot
or tittle of his word shall fail” Also take notice of
the words «like manner,” which agree with the often
expressed sentence,  He shall come in the clouds of
heaven.” We shall be led to admire the general har-
mony of the Scriptures, and the agreement of the
prophets in their descriptions of future events. Again,
Christ says to the church of Philadelphia, Rev. jin 11,
% Behold, I come quickly: hold that fest thou hast, that
no man take thy crown.” <« For yet a little while and
he that shall come will come, and will not tarry,” Heb.
x.37. And will not the evidence I have brought from
the word of God be sufficient to prove the certainty of
his future coming? And if Ishould argue the tradition
of nations that never saw the word of God, the convic-
tion on the mind of men %enernlly, that there must be
8 day of retribution ; could I open the breast of the
reader, and show the thundering of your conscience;
yes, could I see and expose the tremblings and failings
of heart, which you have had, while you have been
looking with fear for those things that are coming on
the earth — of what use would it be ? Would you be-
lieve it if I could raise a dead friend who would tell
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u to prepare to meet your God? No. If they be-
ieve not Moses and the prophets, neither would they
though one rose from the dead. How foolish, then,
would it be for me to try to prove 1n any other manner
what God has revealed or promised, than by the means
which God has appointed. By his word you will be
Judged; and if this condemns you now, (unless you be-
come reconciled,) it will condemn you hereafter,

III. The object of his coming.

1st. He comes to raise and gather his saints to him
in the air. “ As in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all
be made alive; butevery man in his own order — Christ
the first fruit, afterwards they that are Christ’'s at his
coming,” 1 Cor. xv. 22, 23.  Again, “For if we be-
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, even go them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For
this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we
which are alive, and remain unto the coming of the
Lord, shall not prevent them that are asleep. For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we,
which are alive and remain, shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air;
and so shall we ever be with the Lord,” 1 Thess. iv.
14—17. “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the
soming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering
. together unto him,” 2 Thess. ii. 1. ¢ Blessed and holy

I.S%e that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the
second death shall have no power,” Rev. xx. 6. In
Psalms we have the same account of the gathering of
his people. “ Gather my saints together unto me, those
who have made a covenant with me by sacrifice,”
Psalm 1. 5. Again, see Isaiah lxvi. 18, «It shall come
that I will gather all nations and tongues ; and they shall
come and see my glory.” ¢ For thus saith the Lord God,
Behold, I, even ﬁ will both search my sheep and seek
them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the
day that he is among his sheep that are scattered ; so will
I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all
places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and
dark day,” Ezekiel xxxiv. 11, 12,
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And now I refer Fou to one more passage, and then
pass on. “Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not
all sleep, (that is, die,) but we shall all be changed, in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump;
for the trumpet shall soung, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this cor-
ruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality. So when this mortal shall put on
mnmortality, then shall be brought to pass the saging
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.” These
texts, to which I have called your attention, will apply
only to the people of God, or those who are in Christ
Jesus. I have, therefore, only been proving to you the
object of Christ’s coming, as it respects his people. And
I think I have plainly proved that when Christ shall ap-
pear in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory, he will raise the righteous dead, change the
righteous living, gather them from among all nations,
where they have been scattered during the ages of per-
secution and trial, “in the dark and cloudy day,” and
receive them unto himself in the air, when they will ever
be with the Lord. — I will,

2dly, Show that the wicked will be destroyed from
the earth by fire, and the world cleansed from the curse
of sin by the same means, and prepared for the recep-
tion of the New Jerusalem state, or the glorious reign
of Christ with his people. That the wicked will be de-
stroyed by fire, at his appearing, we prove by the follow-
ing texts: Deut. xxxii. 22, “Ior a fire is kindled in
nune anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall
consume the earth, with her increase, and set on fire the
foundations of the mountains.” 2 Samuel xxii, 9, 10, 13,
« There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out
of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it. He
bowed the heavens and came down, and darkness was
under his feet. Through the brightness before him
were coals of fire kindled.” Psalm xcvii. 2, 3, % Clouds
and darkness are round about him, righteousness and
judgment are the habitation of his throne. A fire goeth

efore him, and burneth up his enemies round about.”
Isa. 1xvi. 15, 16, 8 For, behold, the Lord will come with
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fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his
anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.
For by fire and by his sword will the Lord plead with
all flesh; and the slain of the Lord shall be many.”
Dan. #ii. 11, «I beheld then, because of the voice of the
great words which the horn spake; 1 beheld even till
the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to
the burning flame.” Again, Nahum i 5, “ The moun-
tains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is
burnt at his presence ; yea, the world and all that dwell
therein.” Habakkuk iiL 3-— 54 God came from,T'eman,
(south) and the Holy One from Mount Paran, (from
glorg.) Selah. . His glory covered the heavens, and the
earth was full of his praise: and his brightness was as
the light; he had horms coming out of %ﬁs hand ; and
there was the hiding of his power. Before him went
the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet.
He stood and measured the earth ; he beheld and drove
asunder the nations, and the everlasting mountains were
scattered, the pehr})etual hills did bow: his ways are ever-
lasting.” Also, Malachi iv. 1, « For, behold, the day com-
eth that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea,
and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day
that cometh ghall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts,
that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.” Matt.
iii. 12, “Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thor-
oughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the
g‘ner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable
P Matt. xiii. 30, # Gather ye together first the tares,
and bind them in bundles to burn them ; but gather the
wheat into my barn.”” 40, « As therefore the tares are
gathered and burnt, so shall it be in the end of the |
world.” 49th verse, “ So shall it be in the end of the
world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked
from among the just.” Again, Paul to the church of the
Thessalonians writes, “ And to you who are troubled,
rest with us; when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, tak-
ing vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall
be punished with everlasting destrugtion from the pres
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‘ence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.”
2 Peter iii. 10, « But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night, in the which the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat ; the earth also, and the works that are
therein, shall be burned up.” Rev. xviii. 8, « Therefore
shall her plagues come in one day — death, and mourn-
ing,and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire ;
for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.” These
pussages are but a part of the word of God which prove
the destruction of the wicked — of the anti-Christian
beast—"and the cleansing of the world by fire. Yet if
Scripture proof can be sufficient, surely 1 have brought
enough; and where that can have no bearing on the
mind of men, how vain should I be to search the ar-
chives of natural philosophy to give you more evi-
dence! for He who hath all wisdom in heaven and in
earth, and who knows what is in the mind of man, hath
used the best arguments, the most persuasive means (1
had like to have saidzlin the power of a God to use ; and
indeed he says, « What could I have done more than I
have done for my vineyard” He has taught us by his
own word, by the mouth of his prophets, and by exam-
ples: witness his word on Mount Sinai, where the peo-
ple heard his voice and saw the fire ; witness all the dec-
larations of the prophets which I have read; witness
Jesus Christ himself, in the parable of the tares and
wheat, and the harvest ; witness, also, the destruction of
the old world by water, and Sodom and Gomorrah by
fire ; Jerusalem by famine, sword, and fire. These are all
set forth as samples to warn us of the approaching judg-
ment. And yet who believes the report 7 Who is will-
" ing to examine the evidences— to reason candidly and
to reflect seriously on these things? Who among us
puts implicit confidence in the word of God, especially
in that which is unfulfilled? Any may believe in so
much as has been accomplished; but where is the virtue
in such faith? Where is the blessedness of our hope
in the glorious appearing of Jesus Christ? If we are
«looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appear-
ing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ,” we
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ghall examine the word of God faithfully; we shall
cou:gare scripture with scripture ; we shall take notice -
of the signs which Christ has given us of his coming.
That the day may not overtake us as a thief, we should
live with a steady reference to that day, and rejoice
more and more as we see the day approaching.

3d. I will now give some of the evidences concerning
the glorious reign which must follow his coming. The
eanE, being cleansed by fire, will, like the pheenix, be
revived from its own ashes, The destruction of the
wicked, the end of death, sin banished, it will lighten
the world of a load of crime which has made it reel to
and fro like a drunkard; the internal fires will have
spent their force on all combustible matter, and have
gone out ; volcanoes will cease ; earthquakes, tornadoes,
and whirlwinds can no more be experienced or needed,
for the cause is gone; the earth or the heavens can
no more be shaken, “that those things that cannot be
shaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving a king-
dom which caunot be moved, let us have grace, whereby
we may serve God acceptably, with reverence and
ggdly fear; for our God is a consuming fire,” Heb. xii.

—29. Then, when this earth shall become new, by "
being cleansed and purified, the New Jerusalem will
“come down from God out of heaven, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. And I Eea.rd a great
voice out of heaven, saying, Beliold, the tabernacle of
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them
and be their God,” Rev. xxi. 2,3. % And he carried
me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and
showed me that great cig, the Holy Jerusalem, descend-
ing out of heaven from God, having the glory of God,”
10th verse. “And the city bad no need of the sun,
neither of the moon; to shine in it, for the glory of God
did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof”’
“ And% saw thrones and they that sat upon them, and
judgment was given unto them; and I saw the souls of
them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and
for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark
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in their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived
and reigned with Christ a thousand years; but the rest
of the dead lived not again until the thousand years
were finished.”

Much more evidence might be brought to prove the
personal reign of Jesus Christ with his people ; but this
18 enough ta prove the glorious and personal reign after
the resurrection; but few dispute it. But, say some, do

ou not believe in a spiritual reign of a thousand years
. Kef‘ore the reswrrection ? I answer, I believe in a reign

of grace, by the influence of the divine Spirit, for more
than 1800 years past; but when you speak of a thou-
sand years, I suppose you mean the same time that 1
call the glorious reign after the resurrection of the
righteous, and before the resurrection of the wicked. 1
know of no spiritual reign, mentioned in the word of
God, and especially of that duration. We argue that
there cannot be a reign of peace and glory until the
world is cleansed from all wickedness, Satan is chained,
and righteousness fill our world ;. nor until ¢ the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ,”
even the anti-Christian beast will not be destroyed, (ac-
cording to the texts we have a.lrea«}y quoted,) until they
are destroyed by “ the brightness of hisappearing.” All
those passages which speak of this happy period of rest
to the people of God, or which in any manner allude to
it, describe it as being after the reswrrection of the
saints, or afler righteousness fills the earth, and after the
anti-Christian beast is destroyed. And even our text
more than implies that we shall not realize any great or
glorious results from our hope, or collectively in a body
the church will not receive any important deliverance
until the « glorious appearing of the great God and our
Savior Jesus Christ.” Is this true? 1 say the passages
of Scripture already named fix it beyond a doubt.
And any one who will examine the scripture for himself,
will find that the second coming of Christ is the point
to which Jesus Christ, the prophets, and the apostles di-
rected their disciples, as the termination of their trials,
persecutions, and afflictions ; and Jesus Christ says, “In
the world ye shall have tribulation.” I say, I can find
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nothing in the word of God to warmant me to belisve
that we ought to look for or expect a happier period
than we now enjoy, until he who hds promised to come
shail come the second time without sin unto salvation,
and cleanse us, the world, and make all things new.
These things are abundantly proved in the unerring
word of God. And now, Christians, if these things are
80, what manner of persons ht we to be in holy
conversation and %odliness, looking for and basting untoe
the day of God, 4 ook.i.rg for that blessed hope and the
lorious a; ing of the great God and our Savior
esus Christ”? Then let our conversation be in heaven,
from whence we expect our Savior, and stir up each
other's pure minds by way of remembrance of these
things ; \for the time of the promise draweth nigh, when
he will come and receive us to himself, that we may be
with him. How necessary, my brethren, we should
examine the word of God diligently; see if it does not
ive some indications, some signs, by which we may
ow the ¢ Son of Man is near, even at the door,” and
our “blessed hope” is sbout to be realized in the
¢ glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior
the Lord Jesus Christ” If he comes and finds us, or
some of us, in this lukewarm state, hardly having looked
into his word, and, making our want of talents an excuse,
have neglected to trim our lamps, and have been very
spare in holy conversation, and are crying peace and
safety when sudden destruction cometh, and perhaps
have epeeringly mocked and laughingly ridiculed the
idea of Christ being. near at the door, and perhaps
have joined the infidel and unbeliever in their unholy
remarks on this subject, and although we have heard
the midnight cry, « Behold, the bridegroom cometh,” yet
we treat it with neglect or disdain, or some of us, per-
haps, with reproach, — I ask, if the Lord of such servants
come and find us so doing, what will he do with us?
He will come in an hour that we think mot, and cut us
off, and appoint our portion among hypocrites and un-
believers, where shall be weeping, wailing, and gnashing
of teeth. But we will suppose that he will not come in
so short & time as your speaker believes ; still what do I
3 :
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ask of you, my brethren? Nothing but what Jesus
Christ and the apostles required 1800 years ago. I ask
you to compare these views with the Bible. Is this
wrong? Mo I ask you for holy conversation, Is
this wrong? JVb. I ask you for heavenly-mindedness.
Is this wrong? No, no. I ask you to stir up each
other’s pure minds, to make improvement on your one
talent if no more ; to come out of this cold and lukewarm
state; to trim your lamps and be ready. Are these re-
quirements wrong ? Certainly not; no, no. T ask you
again to compare scripture with scripture; to read the
prophets ; to stop your revilings; to take warning by the
old world ; to flee from sin and the wrath which is to
come; to hide yourselves in Christ, until the indignation
be over and past; to look ¢ for that blessed hope and the
lorious appearing of the great God and our Savior
esus Chnist.” 1sthis wrong? Then be the wrong on
my head. ]
- And now, my impenitent friends, whatsay you? «We
say, ¢ You know nothing about it.’” Do you believe the
old world was deluged? «Why, yes.” What makes you
believe it? “Because our philosophers teR us there are
a great many signs remaining of the flood, and we can
believe them.” And are there no signs of the near ap-
proach of the Judgment Day? What say the prophets,
apostles, and Jesus Christ? Are they not equal to your
philosophers? Examine your Bibles, and see; weigh
well the evidence ; your eternal happiness, the salvation
of your immortal souls, may depend on your decision.
But what say youmore? “We say, ¢ You were very un-
wise to fix on the year 1843, or sooner, for this day to
come; for it will not come; and then you will be
ashamed.” And I hope I may be able, by the grace of
God, to repent. But what if it does come ? You can-
not with any propriety say positively it will not come,
for you make no pretence to divination. But I say,
What if it does come? Where will yoube? No space
then for repentance. No, no—too late, too late; the
harvest is over and past, the summer is gone, the door
is shut, and your soul is not saved. Therefore it can do
you no harm to hear, and believe, and do those things
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which God requires of you, and which ﬁu think you
would do, if you knew he would appear. First, I ask you
to repent of your sins, Would this be right? Yes,
Next, I ask you to believe in God. s this right? Yes,
And I ask you to be reconciled to his will, love his law,
forsake sin, love holiness, practise his precegts;obey his
ecommands. Would these things be right? Yes, yes.
And last of all, and not least, I ask you to %look for that
bleased hope and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Savior Jesus Christ.” .2men.
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REV. xx. 6.

Blessed and holy is_he that hath part in the first resurrection ; on
such the second death hath no power; but they shall be priests
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousarid years,

TRE term “blessed and holy” is often used in Scrip-
ture, and in many places is aﬁplied to man; but in no
lace without giving some characteristic mark of his
eing born of God, or inheriting the fruits of the divine
Spirit; and very often the word blessed is used standi
m immediate connection with the resurrection an
coming of Christ, either expressed or implied, as in Isa.
Ixii. 11, 12, « Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the
end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Belold,
thy salvation comet{l; behold, his reward is with him,
and his work before him. And they shall call them The
holy people, The redeemed of the Lord; and thou shalt
be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken.” Isa. xxx.
18, « And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be
cious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that
e may have mercy upon you; for the Lord is a God of
judgment. Blessed are all they that wait for him.” Dan-
1€l says, xii. 12, ¢ Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to
the 1335 days.” John says, Rev. xiv. 13, « Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord.” ¢ Write, Blessed are
they which are called to the marriage supper of the
Lamb.” «Behold, [ come quickly; blessed 1s he that
keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book”
.% Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they

Y
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may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city.” By these passages 1
show you that all the children of God sre included in
this blessing, and not the martyrs only, as some will
have it. The next thing which will claim our attention
will be to explain the resurrection spoken of in our
text, called the first resurrection. The word resurrection
signifies to revive, or resuscitate, or bring to life again,
one now dead, who was once alive. It nowhere in the
word of God conveys an idea of a new creation, and
the word is nowhere used in the Bible expressing any
thing less or more than a union of soul and body, and
deliverance from natural death. The word resurrection
is nowhere used in a figurative sense; it in all places
has its own simple meaning, unless our text is an ex-
ception. And without the objector can show some rule
of interpretation by which we shall be warranted to
understand the word in a different sense, we must beg
leave to attach to it the simple meaning, coming to life
Srom the grave. 1 know some have supposed that regen-
eration is resurrection ; but 1 cannot believe this unless
they show some rule. 1 know some pretend to show us,
in John v. 25, « Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour
i8 coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall live,”
as a rule; but in order to make this a rule, they must
prove that Christ meant regeneration ; until this is shown,
we cannot admit it as any proof. ‘ '
We shall, therefore, consider the word resurrection
as comin% up out of the grave, and pass to the word
Jirst. % 'The first resurrection.” The resurrection of the
saints is first as it respects order and time. Wherever
the word reswrrection is used in connection with life or
damnation, the one unto life always comes first; as in
Dadel xil. 2, “Some to everlasting life, and some to
shime and everlasting contempt;” John v. 29, « They
that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation.” Here are two samples es it respects order.
One or two as it sedpects time: 1 Cor. xv. 23, « Christ

the first fruits, tl:;en' ard thev that are Christ’s at
* .



po LECTURE 1I.

hie coming. Then cometh the end.” And agsi
1 Thess. iv. 16, “ For the Lord himself shall descen
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch-
angel and the trump of God; and the dead in Christ
shall rise first.” And then our context and fext shows
that the blessed and holy are raised a thousand years
before the rest of the dead. If we are correct, then,
Christ will come before the millennium instead of after-
wards, as some believe ; and the millennium is a state of
personal, and glorious, and immortal reign on the new
earth, or this earth cleansed by fire, as it was once
by water; and it will be a new dispensation, new
heavens, and new earth. This will be our next propo-'
sition to prove. And, first, we will examine the 28&
chapter of Revelation, 1st verse: “J/nd I saw an
angel come down from heaven ;” — this angel I consider
no less a being than the Lord Jesus Christ; for it only
can be said of him; — “having the key of the bottomless
pit and a great chain in his hand.” See Rev,i. 18:
«I am he that liveth and was dead; and behold, I am
alive for evermore, amen, and have the keys of hell and
of death.” And Christ only hes power to bind Satan,
“That he might destroy him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil,” Heb. ii. 14. 2d verse: “/And
ke laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, whick is the
devil, and Satan, and bound kim a thousand years.” 1
suppose this verse needs no explanation. It can only
be understood in & literal sense, for it explains itself in
the figures used; as dragon and serpent, often used
as figures, are explained to mean the denl and Satan.
If the thousand years had been used, in this chapter,
or any where else in the word of God, in a mystical
or figurative sense, it would have been somewhere ex-
plained; but, as it is not, I consider we are to place
upon it the most simple construction, and I shall there-
fore understand it literally. 3d verse: “.nd cust him
tnto the botlomless fpit;”—-hy hottomless pit, I have
shown, by the proof on our first verse, that it is hell;
see Rev. i. 18;— “and shut him up and set a seal u;
Rim, that he should deceive the nations no more, il the
thousand years should be fulfilled; and after that he must



CHRIST'S 8ECOND COMING. 3

be loosed a litlle season.” This passage must be under-
stood in its simple, plain meaning ; no mystery in this,
4th verse: “And I saw thrones, and they sat on them,
and judgment was given unio them ;” —here we have
a prophecy of the fulfilment of a promise that Christ
made to his-disciples, in Matt. xix. 28: “«And Jesus
said unto them, Verily, I say unto you, that ye which
have followed me in the regeneration, when the Son
of Man shell sit in the throne of his glory, ye also
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribea
oflsrae —¢“and I saw the souls of them that 1ere
rbr the witness of Jesus, and for the word of

which had not worshipped the beast, neither his
magc neither had received his mark upon their foreheads,
or in their hands ; and they lived and reigned with Christ
a thousand years” In this description we have the
whole family of the redeemed; for all that had not
worshipped the beast or his image, or received a mark,
and, in one word, all that were not the servants of Satan
or sin, lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years,
5th verse: “But the rest of the dead lived not again
until the thousand years were finished. This is the firsi
resurrection.” The rest of the dead means the wicked
dead, who do not have part in the first resurrection;
lived not aguain, showing conclusively that it is a natural
life and death spoken of. The first resurrection is the
resurrection of the saints at his coming. Then comes
in our text, which has and will be explained in the
lecture. 7th verse: “.ind when the thousand years are
expired, Salan shall be loosed out of hiz prison.” We
may reasonably expect that, when Satan is let loose,
all the damned spirits are let loose with him; and it
has been strongly implied they were to live a.gain in
the body, at the end of the thousand years. 8th verse:
" Yoind shall go out” — that js, Satan —“to deceive the

nations which are in the four quarters of the earth” —
“ashes under the feet of the saints,” as Malachi tells
us: “And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they
shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day
that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts ” — ¢ Gog
and Magog” —the armies of the wicked that were
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slain at the commencing of the thousand years, or
coming of Christ, at the supper of the great God, and
battle of Armageddon; see Ezekiel xxxviii, xxxix. —
“lo gather them together to battle ;” — this is their
design, but there is no battle, for God himself is with
his people to defend them ; and he destroys the wicked
host, “the number of whom iz as the of the sea;”
evidently including the whole number of the wicked;
for the figure, sand of the sea, is never used, only to
express the whole class of the people named ; as, the
children of lsrael, the whole host of Jacob. 9th verse:
s /nd they 10¢nt up on the breadth of the earth ;” — that
is, this army of Gog and Magog were raised up out
of the surface of the earth, that only being the bréadth
of a globular body ; — “and compassed the camp of the
saints about, and the beloved city ;” — plainly showing
that the New Jerusalem, the beloved city, is on the
earth during the thousand years, or how could this
wicked host encampass it about? they have not climbed
the celestial walls of heaven —no; for it says, “and
Jfire came down from God oul of heaven and devoured
them.” This is the second death, represented under
the figure of fire coming down from God out of heaven;
not the conflagration of the world, —for that was in
the commencing of the thousand years, when Christ
came and cleansed the world from all the wicked, and
the works of wicked men,—but the justice of God,
under the figure of fire; “for our God is & consuming
fire” Heb. xil. 29. 10th verse: “And the devil thut
deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimsione,
where the beast and false prophet are, and shall be tor-
mented day and night forever and ever” In this verse,
the final condemnation of the wicked, soul and body,
is given; and the last that God has seen fit to reveal
concerning them to us is, that they are cast into ever- °
lasting torment. In the next verse, John has another
vision of the same things which he had before told us,
only in a different point of view, or some circumstance
not before clearly described. Jnd I saw always im-
plies a new view, or another vision. 1l1th verse: “./Ana
I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on i, from
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whose face the heavens and earth fled away; and there
was no place found for them.” This is the same throne
that Daniel saw, vii. 9—14: I beheld till the thrones
were cast down and the Ancient of days did sit, whose
ent was white as snow, and the hair of his head
ike the pure wool : his throne was like the fiery flame,
and his wheels s burning fire.” 12th verse: “.Ina
I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; ana
the books were opened; and another book was
which is the book of life; and the dead were judged out
of those things which 1were written in the books, according
lo their works” This is the same as Daniel saw, viL
10: « A fiery stream issued and came forth from before
him ; thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The
Jjudgment was set, and the books were opened.” It is
very evident that this is the Jjudgment,
when Christ comes in the ¢ with power
and great glory, to raise and judge his saints, and to
reward every man a8 his work shall be. 1lst, because
it is when the judgment first sets; 2d, because the book
of life is there, and open; and, 3d, because it was at
the time or before antichrist was destroyed; and no
one can believe that the antichristian beast can be on
the earth during or in the millennium. 13th verse:
“And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; ana
death and hell delivered up the dead which were tn them®
I conclude the apostle, afér he had seen the rightoowy
dead raised, small and great, and stand before God;
and saw the book of life open to justify them, and saw
them judged and rewarded, he then glides down to the
end of the thousand years, and beheld the wicked dead
given up by those elements and places wherem they
had been confined during the millennial period, to be
ju(}lgig in the flesh, every man according to his worke.
is only can reconcile some of those conflicting
passages (or seemingly so to us) concerning the resur-
rection; and I cannot see any impropriety in thug under-
standing these prophecies; for it is the common manner
of the prophets, a little here and & little there. In all
the descriptions of the resurrection of the righteous

-
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dead, they are represented as being gathered by the
angels of God, from the four winds of heaven, when the
seventh or last trump shall sound; and it is equally as
evident that their works are brought into judgment
Although they may not be justified by their works, but
out of the book of life, yet the apostle Paul says, speak-
mg of his brethren, “We must all stand before the
judgment seat of Christ.” Rom. xiv. 10. And again,
2 Cor. v. 10, “ For we must all stand before the judg-
ment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things done in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad.” And, 1 Cor. iii. 13—15,
“Every man’s work shall be made manifest; for the
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by
fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work, of what
sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he hath
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any
man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: yet
he himself shall be saved, so as by fire.” We see, b

these texts, that the books of every man’s works wi

be open, a8 well as the book of life, in the first resur-
rection; but, in the second resurrection, there is no
book of life open in that part of the judgment, neither
are they gathered by the angels of God; but the sea,
death, mgu hell, delivered ug the dead which were in
them, and they were judged every man nccordingl to
their works; and Satan is the means of gathering them
around the beloved city, where they are judged in the
flesh. By the sea, death, and kell, I understand the sea,
grave, and place of punishment. The sea and the
grave would give up the dissolved particles of the body,
and hell (or Hades) would give up their departed
s}:q J;i:is; this would constitute the seconddresurrect};l;
“ were judged every man according lo thet
mrka.”u.%hey ha{iugﬁct)sen, in this life, to stand on their
works ; they had refiused to believe in a Mediator ; they
had not followed his commands, neither had they pro
fessed his name before men, or suffered persecution
for the sake of his testimony. They had treated his
word with total neglect, or called his grace tyranny.
They had said he was a hard master, and buried their




CHRIST'S SECOND COMING. 35

talent in the earth, They had placed their supreme
affections on the world, and made fine gold their trust.
They had persecuted the children of God in this world,
and showed that they were the children of that wicked
one who slew his brother. They had prostituted their
bodies to whoredom, and sacrificed to Bacchus and
Venus their first-fruits. They had professed damna-
ble heresies, and filled the world with their delusive
schemes and sects. They had worshipped the creature,
and neglected prayer to the Creator. They had filled
the world with their lies and abominations, and gloried
in their shame. 14th verse: %.And death and were
cust into the lake of fire. 'This is the second death.” By
death and hell 1 understand the body and spirit. 15th
verse: “JAnd whosoever was not found written in the
Lamb’s book of life, was cast indo the lake of fire.” «But
the fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idol-
aters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the
second death.” Rev.xxi.8, “Blessed are they that
do his commandments, that they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the
city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore-
mongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever
loveth and maketh a lie,” Rev. xxii. 14, 15. ‘Then our
text says, “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
Sfirst resurrection” This we have proved is the resur-
rection of the righteous dead, who died in faith in
Jesus Christ, and ‘'who should live with him at his
coming; b&n ’gl;m Mt;llebsecond death should hag;;;o
power, ¥ they si e priests of God and o, i5t,
and shall reign with kim o tlum.sam{ years.” /

To be priests unto God and unto Christ, is to be holy;
to be a kingdom of priests of a peculiar people, that
should show forth his praises by declaring to the uni-
verse that out of nature’s darkmess théy had been re-
deemed by his blood, called by his gmce}‘h nntohhis

lorious, happy, and holy kingdom, and that they
Ehould dwell}:mythe earth. S;gg Rev. v. 9, 10, “And
they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take
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the book and to open the seals thereof; for thou wast
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;
and hast made us unto our God kings and priests, and
we shall reign on the earth.” See, also, Rev. i. 6, “And
hath made us kings and priests unto God, and his
Father.” Again, 1 Pet. ii. 5, 9, “Ye also, as lively
stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priest-
hood.” “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people.” The
passages to which I have cited your minds, prove, be-
Kond a reasonable doubt, that the thousand years sp

en of in the text is between the two resurrections- a
state of happiness, of glory, of holiness, and that it
shall be on the earth. It is a state of immortality, as
abundant scriptures evidently prove. Where, then, you
may inquire, is the spiritual millennium which our theo-
rists, in the present age, are teaching us to expect? 1
enswer, There is not a thousand yeers spoken of in
Scripture, except in 2 Pet., 3d chapter, and in which the
judgment day 1s the subject of discussion, and in the
chapter of which our text is a part; and in neither of
these places is any thing said about spiritual reign;
neither can we find anyu:.ﬁing in the word of God by
which we could fairly draw the conclusion of such a
reign; and as it is not proper for me to show the neg-
ative, I call on all of you to show where we may find
the evidence, that is, all of you who believe in a
spiritual reign. If there is such a reign, it must be
before the second coming of Christ ; for when he comes,
he will receive us to himself, that where he is there we
may be also; no more awey from his people, for he
says he will be with them, and make his abode with
them, and he will be their light., and will dwell with
them, and make his sbode with them, and they shall
dwell on the earth. Where, when, or how the idea of
a spiritual reign of a thousand years should or could
obtain a place in our faith, having the word of God
a8 our evidence, I cannot tell. Some say that the
trophets speak often of times or things which have not

¢en fulfilled in our day, or under the present dispensa-
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tion, and which would be too gross to be adwitted into
a state of immortality. There may be such—yet I
find no difficulty in understanding all those passages
which have been presented, or come under my con-
sideration, to refer to the gospel day. But how long do
the prophets say that time shall be ? Do they designate
any time? No4 neither one, ten, one hundred, or one
thousand years are mentioned in any of those passages.
Why then call it a millennium? Because Peter and
John have mentioned a thousand years. This cannot
be admitted to mean any state this side of the state of
immortality ; for Peter says plainly, ¢ Yet, nevertheless,
we look for a new heaven and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.” This would be a new state,
surely — nothing gross.or vile in this kingdom, whoever
may be king ; and John expressly says, « They lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand years,” and says,  This
" is the first resurrection” Now, admit there is such &
time, how or by what rule shall we call it a thousand’
years? co

Again, where, in all the prophecies, can any one show
me that the church will be blessed and holy, or happy |
and righteous, as it may be rendered, until he comes,
that is, at Christ’s second appearance? And where in
the word are we to learn that the kingdoms of this world
are to be destroyed before the coming of the Ancient of
days? Do we believe that the anti-Christian beast, or
mystical Babylon, will be on the earth during this mil-
lennial reign? No, it cannot be ; yet all must acknowl-
edge that she is only destroyed by the brightness of
his coming. Who can read the 10th chapter of Rev-
elation, without being convinced that the marriage sup-
per of the Lamb, the treading of the wine-press of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God, and the supper
of the at God, are events which must take place
before the millennium? And if so, who can believe that
after the marriage of the Lamb to the bride; afier she
is arrayed in Tinen clean and white, which is the
righteousness of the saints; after they have received a
crown of righteousness, which the righteous Judge shall
gwe to all 91;1 who love his appearing in that day, —
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Christ will not be with her in person? None. But
our text tells us he will live and reign with them, and
they shall be priests to God.

Again: while in this state of mortality and trial, we
are called the servants and ministers of Christ; but
then, in the millennial blessedness, we shall be called
priests of God and of ‘Christ. You may ask, « Why this
distinction in the language?” I answer, There is a
great difference between the kingdom of Christ, as it
was established when Christ was here on earth, and the
kingdom given up ta God, even the Father. The subjects
of Christ’s kingdom, in this state of things, may be, and
in fact are, imperfect. Hypocrites and false professors
may and do obtain an entrance imto it; for an enemy
hati sown tares. But the kingdom of God, no man,
says Christ, can see, or enter, without being born of
God. Here they may deceive the sentinels which
Euard the kingdom of Christ; but in the kingdom of

od “there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination or
maketh a lie; but they which are written in the Lamb’s
book of life.” Here the children of the kingdom are
persecuted, tormented, perplexed, cast down; but in the
kingdom of God their enemies are ell slain; they are
comforted, glorified, justified, exalted; and not 2 dog to
move his tongue. Here they weep, but there will re-
joice: here they sin and repent; they there will be holy
without fault before his throne. «Blessed and holy is
he that hath part in the first resurrection.” Jmen.



LECTURE IIL

DARNIEL viil, 13, 14.

#Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that
certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concern-
ing the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to
ive both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot ?
nd he said unto me, Unto two thousand three hundred days:
then shall the sanctuary be cleansed ;”’ or justified, as it might
have been translated.

THE hearer will, at the first view of our text, perceive
that there is something very important communicated in
the question and answer given; or why are saints com-
missioned (as we may reasonably suppose) from the
courts of heaven, to asi and answer the question con-
tained in the text, in presence of the prophet? And
that it concerned Daniel, and us for whom the prophet
wrote his prophecy, to understand, is evident from the an.
swer being given to Daniel — “and he said unto me” —
instead of being given to the “ saint,” who made the in-
quiry. Then we are not treading on forbidden ground,
my dear hearer, to search to understand the meaning and
truth of our subject.

I shall then treat our subject in the following manner:

I. Explain some of the figures and expressions used
in the text.

IL. Show what the daily sacrifice vision” is, and,

ITI. The time or length of the vision “ unto two thou-
sand thrée hundred days: then shall the sanctuary be
cleansed.” .

L I am to explain some of the figures used in the
text; and,
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1st, the “daily aaa}'ﬁa.” This may be understood,
by some, to mnean the Jewish rites and ceremonies; and
by others, the Pagan rites and sacrifices. As botipJews
and Pagans had their rites and sacrifices both morning
and evening, and their aitars were kept smoking with
their victims of beasts, and their holy fire was preserved
in their national altars and temples devoted to their sev-
eral deities or gods, we might be at a loss to know which
of these to apply this figurative expression to, did not our
text and context explain the meaning. Itis very evi-
dent, when we carefully examine our text, that it is to
be understood as referring to Pagan and Papal rites, for
it stands coupled with “the abomination of desolation,”
and performs the same acts, such as are ascribed to the
Papal abomination, “to give both the sanctuary and
host to be trodden under foot.” See, also, Rev, xi. 2,
“But the court which is without the temple leave out,
and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles;
and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and
two months.” ‘This last text only has reference to the
Papal beast, which was the image of the Pagan ; but the
text in consideration has reference to both Pagan and
Papal. That is, How long shall the Pagan transgression
and the Papal transgression tread under foot the sanc-
tuary and host ? This must be the true and literal mean-
ing of our text; it could not mean the anti-Christian
abomination alone, for they never desolated the Jewish
church; neither could it mean Antiochus, the Syrian
king; for he and his kingdom were made desolate and
destroyed before Christ; and it is evident that Christ
had an allusion to this very power, when he told his
disciples, Matt, xxiv. 15, “ When ye therefore shall sce
the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, stand in the holy place.” I believe all com-
mentators agree that Christ meant the Roman power—
if so, then Daniel has the same meaning ; for this is the
very passage to which Christ alluded. Then the « daily
sacrifice” means Pagan rites and sacrifices, and the
transgression of desolation, the Papal; and both together
shall tread under -foot the “sanctuary and host,” which
brings me to show what may be understood by & sance
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tuary and host.” By sanctuary, we must understand the
temple at Jerusalem, and those who worship therein,
which was trodden under foot by the Pagan kingdoms
of the world, since the days of Daniel, the writer of
our text; then by the Chaldeans; afterwards by the
Medes and Persians ; next by the Grecians; and lastly
va the Romans, who destroye! the city and sanctuary, lev-
elled the temple with the ground, and caused the plough
to pass over the placc. The people of the Jews, too,
were led into captivity and persecuted by all these king-
doms successively, and finally by the Romans were ta-
ken away and destroyed es a nation. And as the praph;
et Isaiah, Ixiii. 18, says, “The people of thy holiness
have possessed it but a little while : our adversaries have
trodden down thy sanctuary.” Jeremiah, also, in Lam.
i, 10,  The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all
her pleasant things ; for she hath seen that the heathen
entered into her sanctuary, whom thou didst command that
they should not enter into thy congregation.,” The word
host is applied to the people who worship in the outer
court, and fitly represents the Christian church, who are
said to be strangers and pilgrims on the earth, having no
continuing places, but looking for a city whose builder
and maker is God. Jeremiah, speaking of the gospel
church, says, iii. 19, « But I said, How shallI put thee
among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a
goodly heritage of the host of nations?” evidently mean-
ing the church from the Gentiles. «Then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed or justified,” means the true sanc-
tuary which God has built of lively stones to his own ac-
ceptance, through Christ, of which the temple at Jeru-
salem was but a type, the shadows having long since
fled away, and that temple and people now destroyed,
and all included in unbelief. 8o whosoever locks for
the worldly sanctuary to be built again, will find them-
selves es much mistaken as the unbelieving Jews were,
when they looked for a temporel prince in the Messiah.
For there is not a word in the prophets or apostles, after
Zerubbabel built the second temple, that a third one
would ever be built; except the one which cometh down
from_heaven, which is a spiritual one, and which is the
4 *
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mother of us all, (Jew and Gentile,) and which is free
and when that New Jerusalem is perfected, then shall
we be cleansed and justified; for Paul says to the
Phillippians, iii. 20, 21, “For our conversation is in
heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, accord-
ing to the working whereby he is able to subdue all
things to himself;” that is, “they that are his at his
coming.” We see by these texts —and many more
might be quoted — that the spiritual sanctuary will not
be cleansed until Christ’s second coming; and then
all Israel shall be raised, judged, and justified in his
sight.

g‘11. We shall now try to understand what is meant by
the “vision,” in the text.

The vision, spoken of in the text, alludes to three
scparate times in which God revealsed unto Daniel all
that may be considered a prophecy in the book of Dan-
iel, which vision was explained to Daniel by a heavenly
messenger, called Gabriel, at three separate times, the
last of which closes the book of Daniel; which last
instruction will be the subject of a future lecture.

Daniel’s first vision was the dream which Nebuchad-
nezzar had, and which troubled him; but when he
awoke, the dream was gone from him. He then called
for the magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and wise men
of Chaldes, to show him his dream, and the interpreta-
tion thereof; but they could not. The king, being
angry, commanded that all the wise men of Babylon
should be destroyed. Then Arioch, the captain of the
king’s guard, went forth to execute the king’s decree;
and among the rest he sought for Daniel and his theee
friends, young captive Jews, to execute the purpose of
king Nebuchadnezzar upon them also. Daniel then, for
the first time, being made acquainted with the decree,
went in unto the king, and desired time, and promised
that he would make known the dream, and the interpre-
tation thereof. Time being granted, he and his three
Hebrew friends held a prayer-meeting, (not a cold and
formal one, a8 we may reasonably suppose,) for their
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lives and the lives of their fellow-creatures were in
danger. They cried for mercies from the God of heaven.
God heard and answered their prayers, and revealed to
Daniel the dream and interpretation. After rendering
suitable thanksgiving, Daniel went in unto the king an
told the dream and visjons of the king. ¢ As for thee, O
king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed,
what should come to pass hereafter; and he that reveal-
cth secrets maketh known to thee what should come to
pass; but as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for
any wisdom that 1 have more than any living, but for .
the intent that the interpretation may be made known
to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts
of thy heart. Thou, O king, sawest, and behold, a great
image. This great image, whose brightness was ex-
cellent, stood before thee, and the form thereof was
terrible. This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast
and his arms of silver, his belly and his liighs of brass,
his legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay.
Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands,
which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron
and clay, and brake gxem to pieces. Then was the iron,
the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to
pieces together, and became like the chafl’ of the sum-
mer threshing-floors, and the wind carried them away,
that no place was found for therm; and the stone that
smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the
whole earth,” Daniel ii. 20—35. Bl ..

This was the dream, and the interpretation was clear
as given by Daniel ; and the history of the world proves
it to be true, a large share having already been fulfilled.
All that remains to be accomplished is for the stone to
smite the image upon his feet, and to become a great
mountain, and fill the whole earth. ¢ The head of gold
represented the Chaldean kingdom; «the breast and
arms of silver” represented the Medes and Persians;
« the belly and thighs of brass, which were to bear rule
over all the earth,” the Grecian., Alexander, a Grecian
king, conquered the world ; the legs of iron, and the feet

rt of iron and part of clay,” fitly represent the Roman

ingdom, which still exists, although in a broken state
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like iron and clay. This kingdom has been divided be~
tween Pagan Rome, the head wounded to death, and
Papal Rome, the deadly wound healed, both ¢ mixing
themselves with the seed of men,” that is, uniting church
and state, ecclesiastical and civil, in the government.
The stone denotes Christ, the God of heaven; and the
mountain the kingdom of God. His breaking the image
to pieces, shows that all the kingdoms of this world are
to be utterly destroyed and carried away, so that no
place can be found for them. And the kingdom of God
filling the whole earth teaches us that the beloved city,
the New Jerusalem, will fill the world, and God will
dwell with his people on the earth. Read Dan. ii. 37—
45. This dream was in the second year of Nebuchad-
nezzar’s reign, 603 B. C. Forty-eight years afterwards,
in the first year of Belshazzar’s reign and 555 B. C,
Daniel had another dream, yet the same in substance.
« Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and
behold, the four winds of heaven strove upon the great
sea, and four great beasts came up from the ses, diverse
one from another. The first was like a lion, and had ea-
gles’ wings ; I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked,
and it was lifted up from the earth, and made to stand
upon the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was given to
it. And behold, another beast, a second, like unto a
bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three
ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it ; and they
said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. After this1
beheld, and lo, another like a leopard, which had upon
the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also
four heads, and dominion was given to it. After this I
saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast,
dreadful, and terrible, and strong exceedingly, and it had
great iron teeth ; it devoured and brake in pieces, and
stamped the residue with the feet of it; and it was di-
verse from all the beasts that were before it, and it had
ten horns, I considered the howns, and behold, there
came up among them another little horn, before whom
there were three of the first horns plucked up by the
roots ; and behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes
of man, and & mouth speaking great things. I beheld
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till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days
did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair
of his head like the pure wool; his throne was like the
fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery
streamn issued and came forth from before him ; thousand
thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times
ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set,
and the books were opened 1 behelt{ then, because of
the voice of the great words which the horn spake, I
beheld, even till the beast was slain, and his body de-
stroyed and given to the burning flame. As concerning
the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken
away, yet their lives were prolonged for a season and
time. I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like
the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near
before him. And there was given him dominion and glo-
ry, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages
should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting %o-
minion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom
that which shall not be destroyed,” Daniel vii. 1-—14,
This ends Daniel’s night vision, except the instruction
he received from some one standing by. “So he told
me, and made me know ¢the truth of mll this, or the
interpretation of the things. These great beasts, which
are four, are four kings which shall arise out of the
earth. But the saints of the most high shall take the
kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even forever
and ever.” We see in this instruction that this vision
and Nebuchadnezzar’s dream agree in the most prom-
inent parts;,the four beasts representing the four king-
doms, and the saints possessing the kingdom, the same
as the stone becoming a great mountain and filling the
whole earth; «forever and ever” shows us that it is an
immortal state in everlasting life; “the saints” evidentl
"includes all saints, “for they shall live and reign wi
him on the earth,” Revelation v. 10, 20, iv. 6. «Then,”
Daniel says, vii. 19, 20, I would know the truth of the
fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others,
exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his
nails of brass, which devoured, brake in pieces, and
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stamped the residue with his feet; and of the ten horns
that were in his head, and of the other which came up,
and before whom three fell, even of that horn that had
eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, wiose
look was more stout than his fellows.”

In. these verses we learn that the fourth beast would
be diverse from the others. This was true with Rome;
that kingdom first rose from a small colony of adven-
turers settled in Italy. Rome, also, had seven different
forms of government, while the others had but one.
We learn that this kingdom would devour, break in

ieces, harass and perplex the people of God, whether

ew or Gentile; that it would be divided into ten king-
doms, and afterwards there would arise another power
which would swallow up three of the ten kingdoms.
This was all true with the Roman government. In A. D.
476, the Western Empire fell, and was divided into ten
kingdoms by the Goths, Huns, and Vandals,— ¢ France,
Britain, Spain, Portugal, Naples, Tuscany, Austria,
Lombardy, Rome, and %avenna. The three last were
abgorbed in the territory of Rome,” (E. Irwin,) and be-
came the States of the Church, governed by the Papal
chair, the little horn that had eyes and a mouth that
spake very great things, whose look was more stout than
his fallows. This description cannot apply to any other
power but the church of Rome. “Had eyes,” showin
that they made Jretence at least to be the househol
of faith; “eyes” meaning faith, and “mouth that spake
very great things,” showing that the church would claim
infallibility ; « whose look would be more stout than ‘his
fellows,” showing that he would claim authority over all
other churches, or even the kings, the other horns. See
Rev. xvii, 18: « And the woman which thou sawest is
that great city which reigneth over the kings of the
earth” That the little horn is a part of the fourth
kingdom is evident, for it was to come up among the ten -
borns which were upon the head of the beast; and there
cannot be a shadow of a doubt, even in Scripture itself.
but that Rome is meant by this fourth beast; for wha
power but the Roman will answer the description here
snd elsewhere given in Daniel? “I beheld, and the
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same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed
against them, yntil the Ancient of days came, and judg-
ment was given to the saints of the Most High; and the
time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.”
Daniel vii. 21,22, In these verses we are taught clearly
that anti-Christ will prevail over the church of Christ
until the first resurrection and the first judgment, when
the saints are raised and judged, which utterly destroys
the modern idea of a temporal millennium, a thousand
years before the dead are raised and judged. | This also
agrees withthe whole tenor of Scripture ; as, “ judgment
must first begin at the house of God,” and % whom he
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming;” when
the Ancient of days shall come in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory, “to give reward to his ser-
vants, the prophets, and them that fear his name, small
and great, and destroy them who destroy the earth,”
described next verse, 23, “Thus he said, The fourth
beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which
shall be diverse from all’kingdoms, and shall devour the
whole earth, and shall tread. it down and break it in
pieees. And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten
kings that shall arise ; and another shall arise after them,
and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall sub-
due three kings. And he shall speak great words
against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of
the Most High, and think to change times and laws; and
th%y shall be given into his hand until a time and times,
and the dividing of time. But the judgment shall sit,
and they shall take away his dominion to consume and
to destroy it unto the end,” 24—26. In these verses
we have the history of the fourth beast, or Roman power,
during 1260 years of the close of this kingdom, which 1
shall, in some future lecture, show is the meaning of
time, times, and a half. We have also another clear de-
scription of the Papal power: “He shall speak great
words,” &c.—the b}fasphemies against God, in the pre-
tensions of the Roman clergy to divine power, work-
ing of miracles, canonizing departed votaries, changing
ordinances and laws of God’s house, worshipping saints
and images, and performing rites and ceremonies too
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foolish and ridiculous to be for a moment ndulged im,
and which any unprejudiced mind cannot for & moment
believe to be warranted by divine rule, or example of
Christ or his apostles. And we are again brought down
to the time when the judgment shall sit: “ And the
kingdom, and the dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the
people of the Most High, whose kingdom is an everlast-
ing kingdom, (not temporal, as some say, or & thousand
years, but an immortal and eternal,) and all dominions
shall serve and obey him.” It is very evident that this
verse brings us down to the time when the kingdom of
Christ will be complete «in the greatness of the king-
dom.” Every word in Scripture %xas a meaning, and its
own proper meaning, unless used figuratively, and then
explained by Scripture itself. <«Hitherto is the end of
the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations muck
troubled me, and my countenance changed in me; but .
kept the matter in my heart.”

This ends Daniel’s night vision. Two years after-
wards, in the year 553 before Christ, Daniel vii., he had
another vision in the day-time, at the palace of Shushan,
like the one which we have just described, and Nebu-
chadnezzar’s dream.

“Then I lifted up mine eyes and saw, and behold,
there stood before the river a ram which had two horns,
and the two horns were high; but one was higher than
the other, and the higher came up last. I saw the ram
pushing westward, and northward, and southward, so that
no beast might stand before him, neither was there any
that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according
to his will, and became great.” In the 20th verse, the
angel Gabriel explains to Daniel what kingdom was rep-
rescnted by the % ram with two horns,” and says, “ The
ram which thou sawest, having two horns, are the kings o
Media and Persia” We see by this that the Chaldean
kingdom is left out, for the reason that that kingdom was
then crumbling to ruin, and the glory of the Babylonish
kingdom had faded; therefore he now begins his vision
with the Mede and Persian kingdom, and that, too, when
at the height of their power and. conquests. The higher

\‘l‘
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horn denoted the Persian line of kings, under and follow-
ing the reign of Cyrus, the Persian, son-in-law to Darius
the Mede. “ And as I was considering, behold, a he-
goat came from the west, on the face of the whole earth,
and touched not the ground ; and the goat had a nota-
ble horn between his eyes.” In the 2lst verse the an-
gel says, “And the rough goat is the king of Grecia:
and the great horn that 18 between his eyes is the first
king.” This king was Alexander, that conquered the
Persians. He was not the first king of Macedonia, but
the first that had ad Grecia under his control, and that
conquered the world. “And he came to the ram that
had two horns, which I had seen standing before the
river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power. And
1 saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved
with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake
his two horns; and there was no power in the ram to
stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground,
and stamped upon him, and there was none that could
deliver the ram out of his hand. Therefore the he-goat
waxed very great; and when he Wwas strong, the great
horn was broken, and for it came up four notable ones,
towards the four winds of heaven.” We have in these
verses a plain description of Alexander’s life, conquests,
death, and division of his kingdom into four parts, to-
wards the four points of heaven—Persia in the east, Syria
in the north, Macedon and Europe in the west, Egypt
and Africa in the south. And the angel, when he gives
Daniel instruction, says, 22d verse, “ Now that being
broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall
stand up out of the nation, but not in his power.” Then
the vision seems to slide down to the little horn. « And
out of one of them (that is, out of Europe) came forth a lit-
tle horn, which waxed exceeding greal, toward the south,
and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land. And
it waxed great even to the host of heaven; and it cast
down some of the host and of the stars to the ground,
and stamped upon them. Yea, he magnified himself
even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sac-
rifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary
wasecast down, and a host was given him against the
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daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast
down the truth to the ground, and it practised and pros-
pered.” Two or three things in the above description
clearly show that, by the little horn, in this passage, we
are to understand the Roman power, viz., Its conquering
to the south, and east, and pleasant lands, stamping on
the host, magnifying himself against Christ, and destroy-
ing Jerusalem, tﬁe place of his sanctuary, and his prac-
tising and prospering. All this description agrees with
the history of Rome, and cannot apply to Antiochus, as
some writers have supposed. But let us see what Ga-
briel says, 23: < And in the latter time of their kingdom,
(that is, the four kingdoms,) when the transgressors are
come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and under-
standing dark sentences, shall stand up, and his power
shall be mighty, but not by his own power; and he shall
destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper and practise,
and shall destroy the mighty and the hely people. And
through his policy, also, he shall cause craft to prosper in
his hand ; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and
by peace shall destroy many; he shall also stand up
against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken
without hand. And the vision of the evening (in the first
year of Belshazzar, Daniel vii.} and the morning (in the
third year of Belshazzar, Daniel viii.) which was told, is
true; wherefore shut thou up the vision, for it shall be
for many days.” How many days? Qur text answers,
« Unto two thousand three hundred days ; then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed. And it came to pass, when I,
even I, Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the
meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the ap-
pearance of a man. AndI heard a man’s voice between
the banks of Ulai, which called and said, Gabriel; make
this man to understand the vision. So he came near
where I stood, and when he came, I was afraid, and fell
upon my face; but he said unto me, Understand, O son
of man, for at the time of the end shall be the vision.
Now, 0s he was speaking with me, [ was in a deep sleep
on my face toward the ground; but he touched me, and
set me upright. And he said, behold, I will make thee
know what shall be in the last end of the indignation;
for at the time appointed the end shall be.”



CHRIST'S SECOKD COMING. 51

Then comes the instruction of Gabriel, which we have
before given.

1IL. The time or length of the vision — the 2,300 days.

‘What must we understand by days? In the prophecy
of Daniel it is invariably to be reckoned years; for God
hath so ordered the prophets to reckon days. Numb,
xiv. 34, « After the number of days in which ye searched
the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall you
bear your iniquities, even forty years.” Ezek. iv. 5,6, For
I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, accord-
ing to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety
days; so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of ls-
rael. And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again
on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the
house of Judeh forty days; I have appointed thee each
day for a year.” In these passages we prove the com-
mand of God. We will also show that 1t was so called
in the days of Jacob, when he served for Rachel, Gen.
xxix. 27 : « Fulfil her week (seven dgs) and we will give
thee this also, for the service which thou shalt serve with
me yet other seven years.”

othing now remains to make it certain that our vis-
ion is to be 8o understood, but to prove that Daniel has
followed this rule. This we will do, if your patience
will hold out, and God permit.

Now turn your attention to the ninth chapter of Dan-
iel, and yoh will shere learn that fifteen years after Dan-
iel had his last vision, and sixty-five years after Daniel
explained Nebuchadnezzars dream, and 538 years B. C,,
Daniel set his face unto the Lord God by suppﬁcation and
prayer; and by corfession of his own sins, and the sins
of «the people of Israel, he sought God for mercy, for him-
self and all Israel. And while he was speaking and
praying, as he tells us, Daniel ix. 21, ¢ Yea, while | was
speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had
seen in the vision at the beginning, Daniel viii. 16, 17,
being cauvsed to fly swiftly, touched meabout the time
of the evening oblation. And he informed me and talked
with me, and said, O Daniel, 1 am now come forth to give
thee skill and understanding. At the beginninﬁ of thy
supplication the commandment came forth, and I am
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come to shew thee ; for thou art greatly beloved ; there
fore understand the matter, and consider the vision.
Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to
make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for ini-
quity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most
Holy. Know, therefore, and understand, that from the

oing forth of the commandment to restore and build
§erusalem unto the Messiah, the Prince, shall be seven
weeks, and threescore and two weeks; the street shall
be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be
cut off; but not for himself; and the people of the Prince
that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary ;
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the
end of the war desolations are determined. And he shall
confirm the covenant with many for one week; and in
the midst of the week, (or last half, as it might have
been rendered,) he shall cause the sacrifice and the ob-

‘lation to cease, and for the overspreading of abomination,

he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation,

and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”

What do we learn from the above passage? We
learn our duty in prayer, and God’s goodness in an-
swering. We learn that the angel Gabriel was sent to
instruct Daniel, and make him understand #e vision.
You may inquire what vision? I answer, The one Dan-
iel had 1n the beginning, for he has had no other. We
also learn that seventy weeks, which is 490 days, (or
years, as we shall show,)from the going forth of a certain
decree to build the streets and walls of Jerusalem in
troublous times, to the crucifixion of the Messiah should
be accomplished. We also learn that this seventy
weeks is divided into three parts; seven weeks being
employed in building the streets and walls in troublous
times, which is forty-nine years, sixty-two weeks, or
four hundred and thirty-four years to the preaching of
John in the wilderness, which two, put together, make
sixty-nine weeks, or four hundretr and eighty-three
years, and one week the gospel was preached; Johm
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three and a half years, and Christ three and a half
years, which makes the seventy weeks, or four hundred
and ninety years; which, when accomplished, would seal
up the vision, agd make the prophecK true. We also
learn that, after the crucifixion of Christ, the Romans
would come and destroy the city and sanctuary, and
that wars will not cease until the consummation or end
of the world. «All that may be true,” says the objector;
“but where have you proved that the seventy weeks
were four hundred and ninety years?” I agree I have
not yet proved it, but will now do it.

We shall again turn your attention to the Bible.
Look at Ezra vil. 11—13: “ Now this is the copy of the
letter that the king, Artaxerxes, gave umo Ezra, the
priest, the scribe, a scribe of the law of God: perfect
peace, and at such a time. I make a decree that all they
of the people of Israel, and of his priests and Levites
in my realm, which are minded of their own free will
to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee” This is the
decree given when the walls of Jerusalem were built in
troublous times, See, also, Neh. iv. 17—23. Ezra and
Nehemiah being contemporary, see Neh. viii. 1. The
decree to Ezra was given in the seventh year of Ar-
taxerxes’ reign, Ezra vii. 7, and that to Nehemiah in the
twentieth year, Neh. ii. 1. Let any one examine the
chronology, as given by Rollin or Josephus, from the
seventh year of Artaxerxes to the twenty-second year
of Tiberius Ceesar, which was the year our Lord
was crucified, and he will find it was four,hun-
dred and ninety years. The Bible chronoloiy' Bays,
that Ezra started to go up to Jerusalem on the 12ti¢
day of the first month, (see Ezra viii. 31,) 457 years
before the birth of Christ; he being 33 when he died,
added to 457, will make 490 years. Three of the
evangelists tell us he was betrayed two days before the
feast of the passover, and of course was the same da
crucified. The passover was alwaés kept on the 14
day of the first month forever, and Christ being crucified
two days before, would make it on the 12th day, 490
years from the time Ezra left the river Ahava to ge
unto Jerusalem.
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If this calculation is correct, —and I think no one
can doubt it,— then the seventy weeks was fulfilled toa
day when our Savior suffered on the cross. Is not the
seventy weeks fairly proved to have hgen fulfilled by
years? , And does not this prove that our vision and the
2300 days ought to be so reckoned ? Yes, if these seventy
weeks are a part of the vision. Does not the angel say
plainly, I have come to show thee; therefore understand
the matter, and consider the vision? Yes. Well, what
can a man ask for more than plain positive testimony,
and a cloud of circumstances agreeing with it ?

But one thing still ramains to be proved. When did
the 2300 years begin ? Did it begin with Nebuchad-
nezzar's dreagn? No. For if it had, it must have been
fulfilled in the year A. D. 1697. Well, then, did it be-
gin when the angel Gabriel came to instruct Daniel
into the 70 weeks? No, for if then, it would have
been finished in the year A. D. 1762, Let us begin it
where the angel told us, from the going forth of the
decree to build the walls of Jerusalem in troublous
times, 457 years before Christ; take 457 from 2300, and
it will leave A. D. 1843; or take 70 weeks of years,
being 490 years, from 2300 years, and it will leave 1810
after Christ's death. Add his life, (because we begmn
to reckon our time at his birth,) which is 33 years, and
we come to the same A. D. 1843,

Now let us examine our subject, and see’ what we
have learned by it thus far. And,

I. We learn that there are two abominations spoken
of by Daniel. The first is the Pagan mode of worship,
which was performed by the sacrificing of beasts upon
altars, similar to the Jewish rites, and by which means
the nations around Jerusalem drew away meny of the
Jews into idolatry, and brought down the heavy judg-
ments of God upon idolatrous Israel ; and God permit-

" ted his people to be led into captivity, and persecuted by
the very nations that they, the Jews, had been so fond of
copying after in their mode of worship. Therefore were
the sanctuary and place of worship at Jerusalem trod-
den down by Pagan worshippers ; and the altars, erected
by the command of God, and according to the pattern

T
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and form which God had prescribed, were broken down
and more fashionable altars of the heathen erected in
their room. Thus were the commands of God diso-
beyed, his laws perverted, his people enslaved, the
sanctuary trodden down, and the temple polluted, until
at last God took away the Jewish rites and ceremonies,
instituted new forms, new laws, and set up the gospel
kingdom in the world.
his, for & season, was kept pure from the worldl

sanctuaries and policy of Satan. But Satan, an arc
enemy, found his Pagan abominations could have but
little or no effect to draw the followers of Christ into
idolatry, for they believed the bloody rites and sac-
rifices had their fulfilment in Christ. Therefore, in
order to carry the war into the Christian camp, he suffers
the daily sacrifiee abomination to be taken out of the
way, and sets up Papacy, which is more congenial to
the Christian mode of worship in its outside forms and
ceremonies, but retainin alf the hateful qualities of
the former. He persuades them to erect images to
some or all of the dear apostles; and even to Christ,
and Mary, the « Mother of God.” He then flatters them
that the church is_infallible, (Here was a strong cord
by which he could punish all disputers.) He likewise

ves them the keys of heaven, (or Peter, as they call
1t.) This will secure all authority. He then clothes
them with power to make laws, and to dispense with
those whicg God had made. This capped the climax.
In this he would fasten many thousands who might
protest against some of his more vile abominations; yet
habit and custom might secure them to a willing obe-
dience to his laws, and to a total neglect of the laws of
God. This was Satan’s masterpiece ; and, as Daniel says,
“he would think to change times and laws, and they should
be given into his hand for a time, times, and a half; but
they shall take away his dominion to consutne and de-
stroy it unto the end.” Therefore, when this last abom-
ination of desolation shall be taken away, then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed.

1I. We learn that the vision' which Daniel saw was
vevealed at three separate times— lst. In Nebuchad-
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nezzar's dream, which carried ys down through four
at kingdoms, until they should all be swept away
ﬁ; the chaff of the summer threshing-floor before the
wind, and no place found for them, anf the glorious and
everlasting kingdom of Christ fill the whole earth. The
next vision Daniel saw was similar to this; he saw four
great beasts, representing four great kingdoms, as before
and he saw the fourth beast to be diverse from all the
others, dreadful and terrible, and exceedingly strong;
he had great iron teeth, and nails of brass, which de-
voured, . brake in pieces, and stamped the people of God
and the whole earth under foot. This beast contained
the two abominations which we have before spoken of;
the last, under the figure of a little horn, he saw until all
these thrones were cast down, till the little horn was
destro{ed, and his body given to the burning flame.
Daniel saw until the Ancient of days did sit. The Son
of Man came in the clouds of heaven, and came to the
Ancient of days. He saw thousand thousands minis-
tering unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before him ; the judgment was set, and the books
were opened. He saw the dominion, and glory, and king-
dom given to the Son of Man, and to the people of the
saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an everlast-
ing kingdom. In the third vision, which Daniel has
coupled with the former, by saying that it was after Sc:r
like) the one which appeared unto him at the first, he
saw the three last kingdoms ; gave a particular description
of the two first, even naming them —the Medes and
Persians, and the Grecian. He then gives a short
account of the little horn, (having given a more general
view of the fourth kingdom in the other vision,) how he
would cast down the host of feaven, and the stars, and
stamp upon them ; also that he would magnify himself
against the Prince of the host, Jesus Christ, and cast
down the place of his sanctuary, and practise and
prosper, but shall be broken without hands, showing
that the stone cut out without hand should break him to
pieces. Daniel, then, in the 26th verse, couples the
two visions, the one in the evening, 7th chapter, and
the one in the morning, 8th chapter, and says, “ The
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mioz’x of the evening and morning, which was told, is
true.’ R ,

HI. We learn that this vision is two thousand three
hundred days long ; that days are to be reckoned years
— 1st, By the command of God ; 2d, By the example of
Jacob; and 3d, By the fulfilment of the seventy weeks
of this vision, at the crucifixion of the Messish. We
learn by the instruction of Gabriel that the seventy
weeks were a part of the vision, and that Daniel was
commanded to begin the seventy weeks at the goin
forth of the decree, to build the streets and walf .05
Jerusalem in troublous times; that this decres, given to
Ezra, was exactly 490 years, to a day, before the cruci-
fiXion of Christ; and that there is no account, by Bible
or any historian, that there was ever any other decree
to build the streets or walls of Jerusalem. We think
the proof is strong, that tke vision of Daniel begins 457
years before Christ ; take which from'2300, leaves 1843,
after Christ, when the viston must be finished. But the
objector may say, « Perhaps your vision does not begin
with the seventy weeks.” me ask two or three
guestions, Does not the angel say to Daniel, ix. 23,
“ Therefore understand the matter, and consider the vis-
ton”? “Yes.” Does not the angel then go on and give
his instruction concerning the seventy weeks? ¢ Yes.”
Do you believe the Bible is true? «We do.” Thenif
the Bible is true, Daniel’s 70 weeks are a part of the
vigion, and 490 years were accomplished when the
Mesiah was cut off, and not for himself Then 1810

ears afterwards the vision is completed; and we now
ive about 1803 years after; of course it must have
begun within seven years of that date. But it is very
reasonable to suppose it began with the seventy weeks;
for the angel said it would establish the vision, that is,
make it sure; for if the 70 weeks were exactly fulfilled
at the death of Christ, then would the remainder be in
1810 years after, which would be fulfilled A. D. 1843,
a8 we have before shown.

And now, my dear hearer, are you prepared for this

t and important event? Are you ready for the
Judgment to set, and the books to be opened? Let this
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subject sink deep into your hearts; let it follow you to
your bed-chambers, to your fields, or your sho Not
one jot or tittle of the word of God shall fail. If he
has spoken, it will come, however inconsistent it may
look to us. Be admonished, then, and see to it that you
are prepared. Com the vision with the history of
the kingdom. and where can you find a failure? Not
one. en, surely, here is evidence strong that the re-
mainder will be accomplished in its time, and that time
but seven years. Think, sinner, how good God is to
give you notice, and prove it a thousand fold. Remem-

er the old world ; they thought Noah was a maniac;
but the flood came, and they were reserved in chains
of darkness unto the tjudgment of the great day. Re-
member the cities of the plai. Lot was unto them
like one that mocked ; but the same day God rained fire
and brimstone upon them, and they are suffering the
vengeance of eternal fire. Be warned, then; fly to the
ark, Christ Jesus, before the door is shut; escape to the
mountain of the house of the Lord before the Lord
shall rise up to the prey, and you be driven away in
your wickedness. <imen.
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DANIEL ix. ¥4,

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon th
holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end o
sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophe-
cy, and to anoint the Most Holy.

Our text is one of the many found in the word of
God, which prove the authenticity of the Scriptures,
gives us a powerful weapon against Judaizing teachers,
and meets the infidel on his own ground — the history of"
the world.

It sets a seal to prophecy that it is true, and shows
that the prophets were inspired.

It gives incontestable evidence against the Jew, and
proves that Jesus of Nazareth was the true Messiah,

It unlocks the wonderful vision of Daniel’s four king-
doms; also the vision of the ram, the he-goat, and the
little horn.

It brings to view the great blessings of the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ, reveals the exact time of its accom-
plishment, and shows the source of the gospel, pro-
claiming good news to lost man, even in anticipation of
that important era when the Gentiles should be fellow-
heirs with the Jews in faith.

It establishes the wavering, and gives hope and con-
fidence to the tried and tempted child of God, that he
will fulfil all his promises, according to the letter and
spirit of his word. .

" This text furnished Simeon, Anna, Nathaniel, and

0
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others, with a strong faith that they should see the con
solation of Israel.

By this text the high priest convinced the council
of tf:e necessity of putting to death Jesus. «Then .
gathered the chief priests and Pharisees a council,
and said, What do we ? for this man doth many mira-
cles. If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on
him; and the Romans will come, and take away both
our place and nation.”

« And one of them, named Caiaphas, being high priest
that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all,
nor consider that it is expedient for us that one man
should die for the people, and thdt the whole nation per-
ish not. And this spake he not of himself, (not his own
prophecy ;) but, being high priest that year, he prophe-
sied (from Daniel’s seventy weeks; for there is not
another prophecy in the Old Testament which shows
what year Christ should suffer) that Jesus should die
for that nation ; and not for that nation only, but that,
also, he should gather together in one the children of
God, that were scattered abroad,” John xi. 47—53.

The high priest argues that Jesus must die for the
people.

The seventy weeks shows that the Messiah must be
cut off at the close of the last week, and not for himself.
Also Peter had occasion to say in his epistle, « Of which
salvation the prophets have inquired and searched dili-
gently, who prophesied of the grace that should come
unto you, searching what, or what manner of time, the
spirit of Christ, which was in them, did signify, when it
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the
glory that should follow,” 1 Peter 1. 10, 11.

Where was the exact time of Christ’s sufferings
prophesied of but in Daniel’s seventy weeks? Again,
to this Christ alludes when he says,* My time is not yet
fully come ;” and, “Then they sought to take him, but
no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet
come:” that is, the seventy weeks were not yet ful-
filled, John vii. 8, 30, Mark tells us, xiv. 41, «The
hour is come; behold, the Son of Man is betrayed
mto the hands of sinners.”
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The seventy weeks were now being fulfilled. And
then, at last, when Jesus had completed his work, when
the fulness of time had come, he finished transgression,
and made an end of sin: he then cried, «1t is finished,
and gave up the ghost.” The seventy weeks ended, our
text was fulfilled; Christ had now become the end of
the law for righteousness, to every one that believeth;
he that knew no sin had become sin for us, and Death
had struck his last blow that he would ever be able to
give the Son of God. Daniel’s vision is now made
sure — the Messiah cut off; the time proved true, as given
by the prophet Daniel.

Now, ye infidels, can this be priestcraft? And, ye
Judsizing teachers, is not this the Christ? Why look
ye for another?

1 shall now take up the text in the following manner:

L. 1 shall show what is to be done in seventy weeks.

TI. When the seventy weeks began, and when they
ended. .

I. The text tells us, «Sev weeks are determined
upon th le and upon thy holy city;” that is, upon
t.lf: Jew‘:ys,pfvof?o then w’ére thél peogle otyf Daniel, and also
in Jerusalem, which then was called the “holy city.”
The first question which would naturally arjse on the
mind, would be, What for to do? The textand its con-
text must tell us,

Ist. “ T finish the trgnsgression.”” When was trans-

ession finished? 1 answer, At the death of Christ,
g::e Heb. ix. 15, «And for this cause he isthe Mediator
of the new testament, that by means of death, for the
redemption of the transgressions that were under the
first testament, they which are called mi[{ht receive the
promise of eternal inheritance.” Isaiah liii. 8, “ For he
was cut off out of the land of the living; for the trans-
gression of my people was he stricken.”

2d. “JAnd to make an end of sins” This was also
performed at his death. See Heb. ix. 26, “But now
once in the end of the world hath he appeared, to put
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” And 1'John iii.
5, Ye know that he (Christ) was manifested to take
away our sins.”
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3d. «.nd to make reconciliation for iniquity” Was
this also performed at his death? Yes. See Col. i
20, « And having made peace through the blood of his
cross, by him to reconcile all things to himself.” Heb.
ii. 17, « Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be
made like unto his brethren; that he might be a mer-
ciful and faithful high priest in things J:ert.ainingw God,
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.”

4th. «And to bring in everlasting righteousness.”
«This must be by Christ’s obedience,” says the objector,
«and cannot be at his death.” Notso fast, dearsir; let ua
hear the testimony. Romans v. 21, ¢ That as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our
Lord.” And, «By the obedience of one shall many be
made righteous.” Again, see Phil. ii. 8, « And being
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and be-
came obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
Paul says, “I do not frustrate the grace of God; for if
righteousness came by the law, then Christ is dead in
vain;” evidently showing, that by Christ’s obedience
unto death, he brought in everlasting righteousness.

5th. « To seal up the vision and prophecy” What
does “to seal up” mean? I answer, It means to make
sure, certatn, unalterable.  Consult Esther iii. 12, viii.
8. Solomon says, “ Set me as a seal upon thine heart,
as a seal upon thine arm;” that is, make me sure in
thy love, and eertain by thy power. John says, “«He
that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that
God is true” John iii. 33. Paul to Rome, xv. 28,
« When I have performed this, and sealed to them this
fruit;” that is, made sure the contributions. Again,
to Timothy, 2 Epistle, ii>19, « Nevertheless, the founda-
tion of God standeth sure, having this seal, The l.ord
knoyeth them that are his.” Therefore the death of
Christ would make Daniel’s vigion sure; forif a part of
the vision should be exactly fulfilled, as to time and
manner, then the remainder of the vision would be. ac-
complished in manner and time, as literally as the
seventy weeks had been.

6th. «And anoint the Most Holy” The Most Holy,
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in this passage, must mean Christ; for no human being
can, or ought to claim this appellation, save him whom
God hath anointed to be a Savior in Israel, and a King
in Zion. See Acts x. 38, “How God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power.”
Also, Acts iv. 27, « For of a truth against thy holy child
Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pon-
tius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel,
were gathered together, for to do whatsoever thy
hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.”
Heb. i. 9, « Therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”

It will next be requisite to inquire, When was Christ
anointed ?

I answer, When the Holy Ghost descended upon him,
and when he was endued with power from on high to
work miracles. See Isa. Ixi. 1, % The Spirit of the Lord
God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to
Erea.ch good tidings unto the meek: he hath sent me to

ind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are
bound.”

After Christ was baptized by John, and after bein
tempted of the devil forty days in the wilderness, ‘
went in the spirit into Galilee, and on the Sabbath day
he went into the synagogue, as his custom was, and he
stood up to read. They gave him the book of Isaiah.
When he opened the book he found the passage which
I have just quoted. After reading it he shut up the
book and sat down., He then began to say unto them,
« This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears,” Luke
iv, 1—21. This passage plainly proves that Christ was
anointed on or before this day.

Other things were to be done in the seventy weeks,
such as, The cutting off of the Messiah, but not for
himself. This can mean nothing less than the cruci-
fixion of Christ. See Luke xxiv. 26, 46, % Ought not
Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into
his glory?” «Thus it is written, and thus it behooved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.”
Rom. v. 6, “For when we were without strength, in due
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time (or according to the time of seventy weeks) Chnst
died for us.” '

“ And he (Messiah) shall confirm the covenant with
many for one week.” What covenant is this to be con-
firmed? I answer, It cannot be the Jewish covenant,
for that was confirmed by Moses many hundred years
before Daniel lived. There being but two covenants,
it must of necessity be the new covenant of which
Christ is the Mediator ; Moses having been the media-
tor of the old, and Christ afterwards of the vew. If
these things are so, and the gospel covenant is meant
by Daniel, then the time the gospel was preached by
John and Christ is here called a week; for Christ him-
self preached more than seven days. Christ kept three
passovers with the Jews after he began his ministry,
and oefore he nailed the ceremonial law to his cross.
This is strong evidence that a week is seven years, and
that Daniel’s 70 weeks are to be understood as meaning
490 yenrs. .

Aguin, “In the midst of the week he should cause
the sacrifice and oblation to cease,” or, &5 all Hebrew
scholars agree, “In the last half of the week,” &c., is
the more proper translation; and it is evident that this
_ wpposlation would harmonize with the other parts of the
passage, “the sacrifice and oblation to cease.”

What sacrifice and offering is this, which the Messiah
was to cause to cease? 1 answer, It must of course be
that one offering and sacrifice for sin of which all other
offerings and sacrifices were but types. It could not
be the Jewish sacrifices and offerings, for two good
reasons. .

1st. This is but one sacrifice, and the Jews had many.
It does not say sacrifices; therefore it cannot mean
Jewish sacrifioes, nor offerings.

2d reason. The Jewish sacrifices and offerings did not
cease in, nor even-very nigh, the last half of the week
in which the Messiah confirmed the covenant with many;
and, even to the present day, they make oblations, if not
sacrifices, It must mean that sacrifice and oblation
which the Messiah was to make to God for sin, once for
all. It must mean that sacrifice which is the antetypa
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of all the legal sacrifices from the days of Abe} to the
days of the Messiah. Let us hear what Paul says, Heb.
vil 27, “ Who needeth not daily, as those high priests,
to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for
the people’s; for this he did once when he offered up
himself.” )

See also Heb. x. 11, 12. «And every priest standeth
daily ministering, and offering oftentimes the same sacri-
fices, which can never take away sins; but this man,
after he had offered one sacrifice for sins, forever sat
down on the right hand of God.” Many more passages
might be.brought to show that all sacrifices and obla-
tions which could take away sin, or in which God the
Father could be well pleased, ceased in Christ's one
sacrifice and oblation. But I have given enough to sat-
isf{ etle‘:ry candid, unrrejudiced mind ; therefore I shall,

L "Try to prove when the seventy weeks began, and
when’they ended.

The angel Gabriel tells Daniel, ix. 25, “ Know, there-
fore, and understand, that, from the going fortlh of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem, unto
the Messiah, the Prince, shall be seven weeks, and three-
score and two weeks; the street shall be built ngai%
and the wall, even in troublous times.” -

In this passage we have a plain declaration when the
seventy weeks began: “from the going forth of the
commandment.” But what commandment? we may
inquire. I answer, A command that will finally restore
the Jews from their captivity under which they then
were held in bondage ; also to prepare the way for them
to rebuild their city, repeople the same, and raise up
the decayed walls, settle the streets, and cleanse the
city of Jerusalem ; and these things would be done in
troublous times. So much is expressed or implied in
the declaration of Gabriel, which I have just quoted.

Who would give the command ? is the next question.
I answer, It must be a king who had power over the
Jews to release and restord them. It must of necessity
be a king over the Medes and Persians, or it would not
be in agreement with the vision in the 8th chapter of
Daniel ; for he is expressly told by Gabriel that the ram

6 LJ
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he saw, and which was the first thing he did see in the
vision, were the kings of Media and Persia. And now
this same angel Gabriel has come the second time, and
tells Daniel, plainly and distinctly, that he has come to
make him % understand the vision.” What vision? The
one Daniel had in the beginning, in the 8th chapter.
See Daniel ix. 21—23.

Then Gabriel begins his instructions by giving him
seventy weeks of the vision, and then shows him, verse
24, when his seventy weeks begin; or, which is the
same thing, « the vision.” To read and understand the
matter thus far; infidelity itself must blush to deny the
premises.

Then, if we have settled this question, the next ques
tion would be, Which king of Persia, and what com-
mandment? Ianswer,It must be the fifth king of Persia
noted in the Scripture of truth; for the angel Gabriel,
the third time he visited Daniel to give him skill and
understanding into the vision,” says, «But I will show
thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth,” Dan.
x. 21. - This shows that he was instructing Daniel into
a vision which he before had seen, and written in the
Scriptures. See Dan. vii. 1, “ Then he wrote the
&ecam, and told the sum of the matters.” Dan. x. 14,
“Now I am come to make thee understand what shall
befull thy people in the latter days; for yet the vision is
for many days.” What vision? The one noted in the
Scripture of truth, says Gabriel. Then, in Dan. xi. 2,
he begins his instruction to him of the vision, which he
was commaided by the voice between the banks of Ulai
to make him understand, by saying, “ And now will I
show thee the truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet
three kings in Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer
than they all.” This fourth king was the ram pushing,
and was the fifth king of Persia, being the fourth from
Cyrus, who was then standing up. See Dan. x. 1.

The kings, as Ezre has named them in his 4th chap-
ter and 7th chapter, were, #st, Cyrus; 2d, Ahasuerus;
3d, Artaxerxes, (the first;) 4th, Darius ; 5th, Artaxerxes
(Longimanus;) -this last being the king who gave a com-
mandment to Ezra to restore all the captive Jews whe
were willing to go to Jerusalem.
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What commandment ? is our next question to answer.
The decree given by Cyrus (see Ezra i 1—11) cannot
be the decree meant by the angel, for the four following
reasons : —

1st. Cyrus was the first king of Persia, and of course
cannot be the fifth king, as we have already shown.

2d reason. The decree of Cyrus was two years be.
fore the angel gave his last instruction to Daniel, and
he would not have spoken of it as being future, if it had
glrea.dy passed: “ There shall yet stand up three kings,”

C.

3d reason. Cyrus’s decree was not given to build
Jerusalem, but « the house of God which was at Jerusa-
lem ;™ neither were the walls built in troublous times,
under the decree by Cyrus.

4th reason. This decree by Cyrus was given 536
years before the birth of Christ, or 569 years before his
death. Therefore no rules of interpretation given in
the Secriptures could possibly show how those things
were accomplished in seventy weeks, which Gabriel
has shown, in our text and context, were determined to
be done. This, then, cannot be the commandment, and
harmonize with either Bible or facts.

Again: the decree given by Derius, Ezra vi. 1—14,
cannot be the commandment to which the angel alluded,
for the same reasons we have shown that Cyrus’s decree
could not be the one ; for this was only a renewal of the
former, and this decree was issued 552 years before -
Christ’s death.

The next decree or command of any king of Persia
we find in the seventh year of Artaxerxes (Longima-
nus.) Bee Ezra vii. 6—28. In this decree we find the
last command of any king of Persia to restore the cap-
tive Jews. We learn that, in this decree, the king fur-
nished them with money and means to beautify and
adorn the temple which had been built by Datius’s order
a number of years before. We find that the interdict,
Ezra 1v. 21, in which the 3 were commanded not to
build Jerusalem, is now removed by its own limitation
“ until another commendment be given from me.” This
decree, therefore, took off this command. We learn by
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Ezra’s prayer, ix. 9, that Ezra understood that the decree
to which we allude djd give them the privilege of build-
ing, in Judah and Jerusalem, the wall which had been
broken down. After Ezra had been high priest and
governor in Jerusalem thirteen years, Nehemiah was
permitted to go up to assist Ezra in building Jerusalem
and repairing the walle; which was done in troublous
times, under Nehemiah’s administration, which lasted in
all 39 years. See Nehemiah, 4th to the 7th chapter
Ezra and Nehemiah, both of them having served as gov-
ernors 4Y years,

Here, then, we find the fulfilment of what the angel
told Daniel would be done under the command that
would begin the seventy weeks, and which is the same
thing — « the mston.” This decree was given 457 years
before Christ: the seventy weeks began, and if they
ended at the death of Christ, which we have proved did
end them, then the seventy weeks ended after Christ 33
years, making, in all, 490 years, which is 70 weeks of

ears,
y But it is evident that Gabriel has divided the seventy
weeks into three parts, and I think clearly explains the
use of this division. .

% Shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two
weeks.” Then, as if you should inquire, What is seven
weeks for? he explains, “The street shall be built
again, and the wall, even in troublous times.” Ezra and

ehemiah were 49 years, or seven weeks of years, per-
forming these very things, which epnded before Christ
4u8. See large edition of Polyflot Bible. What is
sixty-two weeks for? The angel has already told us,
“ Unto the Messiah, the Prince;” that is, to the time
Christ was anointed to preach, the meaning of Messiah.
Sixty-two weeks are 434 days; or weeks of years would
be 434 years, which, beginning where the seven weeks
ended, 408, would end 26 years after Christ, the year
John began to preach as forerunner of Christ. Then
“he shalﬁonﬁrm the covenfht with many for one week,”
making in all the seventy weeks. Thus the seven
weeks ended with the administration of Nehemiah, B.
C. 408. Then the sixty-two weeks ended when John
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began to preach the gospel, A. D. 26; and the one
week was fulfilled in A. D. 33, when Chnist offered him-
self upon the cross, as an offering and sacrifice for sin;
“by which offering we are sanctified once for all.” For
he need not offer himself often, as the high priest did,
under the law. “But now, once in the end of the world,
hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of him-
self” Heb. ix. 26, Therefore,  he shall cause the sac-
rifice and oblation to cease.” That is the only and last
sacrifice and oblation that will be ever offered in our
world, which can take away sin; “for there remaineth,”
says the apostle, % no more sacrifice for sin.” Then let
me inquire, What is the sum of the instruction of the an-
fel to Daniel? I will sum it up in as few words as

can.

" After Daniel had a certain vision, commonly called
4“the vision of the ram, the he-goat, and the littie horn,”
Daniel heard one saint inquire of another, how long that
vision should be. The answer was given Daniel, that
itshould be unto 2300 days, when the sanctuary should be
cleansed or justified. Daniel then heard a man’s voice
between the banks of Ulai, which called and said, Ga-
briel, make this man to understand the vision. Accord-
ingly, Gabriel came to Daniel, and informed him that at
the end of the world, or time appointed of God, the vis-
ion should be fulfilled. He then tells him that the ram
represented the Mede and Persian kingdom; and that
the rough goat represented the Grecian kingdom ; gives
a short history of that kingdom, and its four divisions;
then shows, at the close of these kingdoms, that another
king would arise, (meaning the kingdom of the little
horn, or Roman,) describing him exactly as Moses had
described the Romans many centuries before. See Deu-
teronomy xxviii. 49, 50. “The Lord shall Yring a pa-
tion against thee from far, from the end of the eartl, as
swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou
shalt not understand; a nation of fierce countenance.”
This, no person will disputf means the Romans. Then
why not a similar description in Daniel, viii. 237 “ When
the transgressors (meaning the Jews) are come to the
fell, & king of fierce countenance, and understanding
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dark sentences, shall stand up, and his power shall be
mighty, but not by his own power; and he shall destro
wonderfully, and shall prosper and practise, and sh
destroy the mighty and the holy people.”

I think the reader, divested of prejudice, cannot ap-
ply the description given in the above quotation to any
other nation but the Romans.. % And through his policy,
he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand.” ‘This de-
scription agrees with Paul’ & man of sin, the mystery of
iniquity which worked in his day, and which would be
destroyed by the brightness of Christ’s coming. See 2
Thess. il. 3—8. “ 8o that he, as God, sitteth in the
temple of God, showing Limself that he is God.” Ga-
briel says, “ And he shall magnify himself in his heart,
and by peace shall destroy many; he shall also stand up
against the Prince of princes;” that is, against God ;
the very same character which Paul has described. ¢ But
he shall be broken without hand,” that is, by the bright-
ness of his (Christ’s) coming,” as says Paul. But as Dan-
iel has said, « By the stone cut out of the mountain with-
out hand ;” or, as he says, Daniel viL 21, 22, «1 beheld,
and the same horn made war with the saints, and pre-
vailed over them, until the Ancient of days came, and
Jjudgment was given to the saints of the Most High; and
the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.”

After Gabriel had instructed Daniel thus far, he left
him. Sixteen years afterwards, Gabriel came again to
Daniel, and informed him that he had come to instruct
him, and give him skill and understanding into the vis-
ion, of which we have been speaking. He then gives
him the seventy weeks, shows what would be accom-
plished in that time, the cutting off of the Messiah, and
the ceasing of the sacrifice and oblation. He men-
tions the destruction of Jerusalem, and the war of the
little horn; the desolation of the people of God, and
overspreading of abominations. He carries us to the
consummation, destruction of the little horn, called here
the desolator. See margind) reading. Gabriel, after

iving the history of the scventy weeks, dwells not in
etail on the remainder of the vision, but reserves a more
detailed account for the next visit,which is given unte
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us in the 10th to the 12th chapter of Daniel inelu-
sive.

But the seventy weeks, of which we are more partic-
ularly spesking, the angel Gabriel has told us when
it began: at the going forth of the commandment to re-
-store and build Jerusalem, &c. We have found no com-
mand that will apply in all its bearings, but the one given
to Ezra, which was given in the 457th year before the
birth of Christ; and 33 years afterwards Christ was cru-
cified; which two numbers, if added, make 490 years,
exactly seventy weeks of years. We learn that Gabriel,
in order to make the vision doubly sure, divides the
seventy weeks into three parts, seven, sixty-two, and
one, making in all seventy. He then tells us plainly
what would be accomplished in each part separately.

1st. Seven weeks. ¢ The street shall be built again,
and the wall, even in troublous times.” No man can
dispute but that this was accomplished under the ad-
ministration of Ezra and Nehemiah. And it is very
evident that these two were governors over Jerusalem
49 years, which makes the seven weeks of years, and
carries us down the stream of time to the year
408 B. C. .

2d. Sixty-two weeks. “Unto the Messiah, the
Prince;” that is, unto the time that Jesus was
anointed with the Holy Spirit and power to preach
the gospel, either in himself or forerunner John. See
Mark i. 1. Sixty-two weeks of years would be 434
years. This would carry us down to twenty-six years
after Christ’s birth, and brings us to the very year of
“the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the son
of God.” Marki. 1.

3d. One week. “He shall confirm the covenant with
many for one week.” One week would, of course, be
seven years, which, added to twenty-six, would make -
Lhirty-tiree years after Christ. Here, too, we find an
exact and literal accomplishment of the angel’s declura-
tion. The gospel of Jesys Christ preached by John
three and a half years, and by Christ three and a half

ears, moking seven years, called one week, and then

essish cut off, and not for himself, Christ crucified,
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ends the seventy weeks, proves Daniel’s prophecy true,
establishes the vision, confounds the Jew, confutes the
infidel, and ought to establish the mind of every be-
liever in the remainder of the vision.

Here, then, is8 a combination of facts and circum-
stances, together with dates and times, which throws
upon the mind such strong array of testimony, that it
would seem no rational being could withstand the proof.
And methinks I hear some say, Why all this argument ?
No one but a Jew ever disputed, but that the seventy
weeks were fulfilled at the death of Christ, and that &
day in this prophecy was a figure of a year.

1 should not have been thus particular, and have tres-
passed so much on your time to prove a given point in
Christendom, had 1 not recently met with more than one
Christian professor, and even teachers in Zion, who deny
that the seventy weeks ended with the death of Christ,
or that a day in this prophecy means a year. Some have
gone so far in infidelity as to deny that « Most Holy,” in
our text, and % Messiah,” in our context, means Christ.
This surely would make a Jew blush. T agreethat 1
never anticipated that any objection could be raised on
those points, without a wilful perversion of language,
and a total disregard of the word of God. .

But man, in his fallen state, is an unaccountable,
strange being; if his favorite notions are crossed, he
will, to avoid conclusions, deny even his own senses.
Therefore it becomes necessary for me to prove, what
has been considered by many, even of the objectors
themselves in previous time, given points in theology.

It is not more than four years since many of the
clergy and D.D.’s in the city of New York met a dele-
gation of the Jewish patriarchs from the East, and in
their conference the clergy and doctors brought forward
the seventy weeks in Daniel, a8 proof positive of Jesus
of Nazareth being the true Messiah. They explained
the seventy weeks in the same manner I have to you,
and asked the Jews how they could avoid the conclu-
sion? and I undersiood they could get no answer.
Now, suppose these same clergy and D.D.s should
meet me on the question now pending ; I should not be

S
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LECTURE V.

REV. xiii. 18, )
Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the num-

ber of the beast ; for it is the number of a man ; and his number
is six hundred threescore and six.

THis text has caused as much speculation as any-
text in the whole Bible; rivers of ink .have been shed
to explain its weaning, brains have been addled in
trying to find some great mystery which the wisdom of
this world, as was supposed, could only discover; and in
trying to be wise above what was written, men have
lost their balance, and fell into absurdities too ridiculous
to mention. Some have searched through all the vo-
cabulary of Greek names, to find one whose numerical
letters would make the number GGG, and they have been
wonderfully blest, for they found a number; but here
again there remained a difficulty to surmount, which
required as much ingenuity as the formmer; but to
remedy the evil, every Greek scholar chose the one his
fancy dictated, wrote his book on the number 666, and
then died, and his wonderful nane died with him; for
every wise Greek had his own favorite name. Also, the
Latin book-worms, not wishing to be outdone by their
Greek brethren, rummaged al% the old goatskin parch-
ments and musty books In the cloisters of all the monks
in Christendom ; and behold, a much greater harvest wae
the fruit of their labor; for now every Latinus had three
or more names to his share; and in all this wisdom, all
other nations were left without, any wisdom, except



CHBIST'S SKCOND COMING.



B LECTURE V.

‘yary lable to etr. Let us, then, follow this rule while
'we try to explain. ) .
11, The beast numbered in the text. And, .
. let. Let us inquire what beast it is. I answer, It is
-the first beast. See our context, 13th verse, ¢ And he
exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him;?
‘that is, the beast which John saw come up out of the
sea, (the Roman government,) having seven heads and
‘ten. horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and npon:his
head the name of blasphemy ; and the beast which I saw
was like unto a leopard, and bis feet- were as the feet
of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion ;-and the
‘dragon gave him his' power, and his seat, apd great
authority.” By this benst, I understand the same as
Daniel's fourth kingdom, the Roman government; by
“ names of blasphemy,” I understand a mode of worship
which would be idolatrous or blasphemous; by the
dragon, we must understand the civil power of the samg
government giving its power to the ecclesiastical beast,
whether Pagan or Papal. .3d verse,“ And I saw one
of his heads, (of blasphemy, Pagan) as it were, wounded
to death; and his deadly. wound was healed, (by the
“substitution of the Papal blaspheraous head ;) and all the
world wendered after the beast.” ¢
John then goes en to describe the civil power of this
Roman gavernment under this last head, and shows the
length of time they would exercise this Jast power — ¢ foy-
ty-two months” — which is the same as Daniel’s time,
'times, and a balf, or John’s 1260 days, mentioned Rev.
'xi. 3, xii.6. His power to make war and overcome the
saints is foretald. In the tenth vgrse he shows us how
this civil power should be destroyed, by captivity and
_the'sword ; and this was fulfilled in 1798, when the pope
‘was carried a captive into France, and the states of izly
were conquered by the sword of the French army. im
the 11th verse he gives us a discovery of the same beagt
in his ecclesiastical power; Pagan Rome in the first
" beast, aud. Papacy in the image beast ; and it will be evj-
dent to any one who will examine the chapter carefully,
that John was not commanded to numiber the. image
- beast -— for the civil power of that beast, was before

4
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itslutlhgeof?npd Rome, 4 and yet is,” in the same
spirit, for Papal Rome is but an image of Paganism, as
. says the Apostle, 2 Thess.ii.6,7, “ And now ye know
what withholdeth, that he may be revealed in his time,
for the mystery of iniquity doth already work.,® And,1
John ii. 18, “iittle children, it is the last time, and as
‘ye have heard that anti-Christ shall come, even now are
there many anti-Christs, whereby we know it is the last
time.” And again, Rev. xvii. 9, “ And here is the mind
which bath wisdom;” evidently referring John right
back to our text, “ Here is wisdom; let him that hath
.undermndinﬁ,” the same as mind in the above quotation.
“The seven heads are seven mountains on which the
woman sitteth, and there are seven kings ; five aro fallen,
one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he
cometh, he must continue a short space, and the beast
that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the
seven, and goeth into perdition.” These texts explain
the whole matter; fur it is evident that the beast here
alluded to was the seven-headed monster who was then
in existence when John wrote, for five of its executive
forms of government {of which kings and mountains are
ggures) had fallen. Republican Rome had five different

ces under that particular form of government — her
senatorial, tribunate, consular, decemvir, and iriumvirals,
These were fallen. One is, (that was when John wrote-
his prophecy,) Imperial, and the other had not yet come,

ly, which is the same as the ten horns. For wi

the Western Empire fell, Rome was divided into tem
kingdoms, « And the ten horns which thou sawest are
ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but
receive power as kings one hour with the beast.” These
<have one mind, (that is, were all converted to the Catho-
lic faith,) and shall give their power and strength unto
the beast, Papal Rome, ¢ These shall make war with
the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them ; for he is
Lord of lords and King of kings ; and they that are with
him are called, and chosen, and faithful.” And although
this bea, whatever form it may assume, whether
Pagan or Papal, may for a season tyrannize over and
trample on the followers of Chriet, through the agency
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of the evil power of empires, kingdoms, states, or repabs:
lics, yet He who rules over all, will, in the end, destroy.
all these powers, and himself reign King of kings and’
Lord over all. % And the ten horns which thou sawest
upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall
nidke her desolate and naked,and cut her flesh, and burn
her with fire.” ' ' o ' :

This text has been literally aceomplished within a few
years; and those kingdoms which were of the ten, king-
doms which first gave power to the beast, have of late:
persecuted and destroyed her, who is the abomination
of the whole earth. itness the transactions of Great
Britain, France, Spain, Portugal, ‘Austria, Naples, and-
Tuscany, the S8even Kingdoms which’ were not plucked
- up bythe little liorn; each of these nations have in their
torn resisted the power and pretensions of the Pope of
Rome, until his civil aathority is reduced to a-cipher in’
all these kingdoms.: “ For God hath put in their hearts
to fulfil his will, and to agree and give thénrr kingdom
unto the beast, until the words of God ahall be fulfilled.”
Then must the Papal beast, the.image of Pagunism, be
numbered and finished, and like a weighty milk-stone
sunk in the deep, he must with the Pagan beast sink
forever and ever. - . ‘ '

Thus we seethe two beasts, although supported by the
same power, “the greatred dragon or Roman kingdom,”
exercising the 'same authority over the bodies and sotls
of men, partaking of the same spirit of Satan, made like
each othér, one being but an image of the otlier, having
the sume names of blasphemy on their heads, and both
having, at the close of their times, the same ten horns,
aid both have, and ‘are to have, their civil power
destroyed by the same ten horns. Yet we see them kept
separate and distinct. Pagan ‘Rome must reign his
time, ard then the ten horns, or kings, would take away
the “ daily sacrifice abomination,” and place in his stead
thé “abomination that maketh desolate.” The last
abomination was numbered:in the same chapter where
our text is found, “forty and two mbnths” And why
not give us the number of the first beast? He has:
s Let him that hath understanding count the mumber of*
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the beast; for it is the number of 2 man ; and his num-
ber is six hundred threescore and six.” This brings us
to our next proposition. _ .

IIL To show what we may understand by the num
bering of the beast. And, '

lst. What may we understand by numbering any
thing of this kind in Scripture? For the Scripture must
be our guide, es we have before said. -

1 answer, It is to count, to finish, or to destroy, when
used in a figurative sense, or in prophetic Scripture, as in
Isa. xxii, 10,  And ye have numbered the houses of Je-
rusalem, and the houses have ye broken down to fortify
the wallL” They were accused by the prophet of de-
stroying_houses, by numbering them or counting them
for destruction. Also see Isa. lxv. 12, ¢ Therefore will
T number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to
the slaughter.” Here again it s used in the same sense:
I will reckon or count you to the sword. . Again, Dan.
v. 25,26, ¢ And this is the hand-writing that was written:
Mzxne, wEne, TEXEL, UPHARBIN. Thisis the interpreta-
tion of the thing : MENE, God hath numbered thy king-
dom and hath finished it.”

As, therefore, the idolatrous and blasphemous king-
dom of Babylon was numbered and finished by G
whose decree was conveyed by the hand-writing on the
wall to the knowledge of Daniel and others, 850 was
John commanded; by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
to write in this last book of prophecy, the MENE, TEXEL,
of this last idolatrous P beast. «Hereo is wisdom.”
Let a wise Daniel, or him that hath the wisdom of
God like a Daniel, or “let him that hath understanding ™
in the word of God, or him that will compare scrip-
ture with scripture, 4 count the number of the beast,”
or the number of his name.

Let us inquire what is the name of this beast. His
name is blasphemy, because he causes all, both high and
low, rich anc and free, to worship stocks and
stones, idols silver, and wood, can nei-
ther see, hear, nor s, See the 1st verse of our con-
text, % and upon his head the name of blasphemy,” which
teaches us what the name of this beast is, and shows us

Y
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DANIEL x. 14.

Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thi
people in the Jatter days ; for yet the vision is for many days.

THis is the third time the angel Gabriel came to in-
struct Daniel. The first time was when Daniel had the
vision of the he-goat, Daniel viii. 16. This ‘was 553
years before Christ. The second time he came was
when Daniel was praying for the deliverance of his peo-
ple from their Babylonish captivity, fifteen years after
the first visit, when he instructed him into the seventy
weeks, and crucifixion of the Messiah, Now he _has
come in the third year of Cyrus the Persian, in the 534
B. C., 21 years after Daniel had his vision of the four
beasts, nineteen after the he-goat, and four years after
the seventy weeks’ instruction.

After informing Daniel his purpose, as in our text,
and making some preliminary observations concerning
the vision in the remainder of the tenth chapter, he be-
gins his teachings to Daniel, and through him to us,
with the first of the 11th chapter. 1lst verse, he tells
who he, the heavenly messenger, is—the same who
confirmed Daniel in the seventy weeks. See Daniel
ix. 1,21. And in the second verse he begins with the
fifth king of Persia, the very same king who issued the
decree to Ezra to go up and build the walls of Jerusa-
lem, which began our seventy weeks, Daniel ix. 25;
Ezra vii, 1—14. For the first Persian king was then on
the throne, Daniel x, 1, which was the third year of the

~.
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~ birth of Christ. 28, % Then shall he return into his land
with great riches; and his heart shall be against the
holy covenant ; and he shall do exploits and return to
his own land.” Then Octavius returved to Rome.
And the next exploit that this fourth kingdom would do
wobld be against the holy covenant. They, by their
authority, crucified our Savior, persecuted the saints,
and destroyed Jerusalem; and this fills up the acts of
this Pagan history until towards the close of the reiﬁn
of the Pagan beast. 29, « At the time appointed, he
shall return, and come toward the south ; but it shail not
be as the former, or as the latter.” The time appointed
must mesn the length of the reign of this beast, whose
history the angel is now giving, which 1 heve shown, in
a former lecture, is 666 years. “He shall return, and
come towards the south,” not as the former or latter.
Not as the Romans going into Egypt, the latter; nor
the. Syrians going into Egypt, as the former; but Italy
must now take her turn to be overrun by the northem
barbarians. Therefore the angel says, in the next verse,
see 30,( « For the ships of Chittim shall come against
him;”) the meaning of which is, that the Huns, which
lived on the north of the Adriatic Ses, the place where
it was anciently called Chittim, under their leader Attils,
{surnamed the Scourge of God,) should ravage the Ro-
man empire. This was fulfilled 447 years after Christ.
“Therefore he shall be grieved and return, and have in-
dignation against the holy covenant; so shall he do; he
shall return, and have intelligence with them that for-
sake thie holy covenant.”

About the time that Attila ravaged the Roman empire,
Christians conceived it to be a judgment of God upon
the Romans for their idolatry and wickedness, refused
to bear arms in favor of the Roman emperors, which led
to a bloody persecution of Christians, and a renewal of
Pagan rites and sacrifices, which had been partially sus-
pended during the reign of Constantine and succeeding
emperors, except in the case of Julian the Apostate.
% And arms shall stand on hig part,” that is, the force of
the empire would be on the side of Paganism “And
they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength” They, in
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wes 666; which, beginfling 158 years B. C., would end
the beast’s reign A. D. 508, having reigned but a short
time, (one hour, says John,) with the ten kings. We
have now gone through with the angel Gabriel’s second
pert of the history, as we promised.

I shall now go on with the illustration of the third
part of his prophetic history, which is the history of the
image beast, the deadly wound healed, or what Daniel
ealls “the abomination that -maketh desolate.” This
beast would rule over the kings of the earth, and tread
the church of God under foot forty-two months, or time,
times, and a half, which is twelve hundred and sixty
years, in common time, or, as the ange) tells us in Daniel
xii. 11, from the taking away the daily abomination to
set up the abomination that maketh desolate, should be
& thousand two hundred and ninety days, showing a
difference of thirty years from the statement of the
actual reign of the image beast and the other, which in-
cludes all the time from taking away down through the
setting up or reign of the image beast. Therefore, to
reconcile these two statements, we must conclude there
were 30 years from A. D. 508, when Paganism ceased,
before the image beast, or Papal Rome, would begin her
reign. If this is correct, then the 1290 began 508, and
would end us in 1798. But the reigp of Papacy would
not be set up until A. D. 538, and would end us in the
pame year, A. D. 1798, being 1260. This, then, is the
history the angel will give us next. 32, « And such as
do wickedly against the covenant shall be corrupted b
flatterers ; but the people that do know their God shall
be strong, and do exploits.” The ecclesiastical histori=
ans tell us that in the beginning of the sixth century,
about A. D. 538, a number of writers in that day under-
took to prove that the Papal chair, together with coun-
cils of his approval, were infallible, and their laws were
binding on the whole church. These writers were
bighly honored and flattered with promotion by the reign-
ing powers ; while on the other hand there were many
who opposed this power of the Pope and clergy, who
were denounced as schismatics and Arians, and driven
vut of the kingdoms under the control of the Romish
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thurch. 33, “ And they that ‘understand among the
people shall instruct many; yet they shall fall by the
sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil many
days,” Those who instructed the common people, and
opposed the worshipping of images, the infallibility of
the Pope and councils, the canonizing of depérted saints,
were persecuted by the civil power, (the sword,) were
bur by order of the ecclesinstical courts established
by the laws of Justinian, emperor of Conetantinople,
whose code of laws, pubiished about A. D. 534, gave
unto the bishop of Rome power to establish courts for this
purpose, and many in the sixth century and subsequent
down to a late period, “many days,” suffered death, im-
prisonment, and confiscation of goods, in consequence
of a difference of opinion in matters of religion, by the
tyranny of this abomination, “the bloody city whieh has
reigned over the kings of the earth.” 34, “ Now, when
they shall fall, they shall be helped with a little heip;
but many shall cleave to them with flatteries.” This
text agrees with one in Revelation xii. 16, “ And the
earth heiped the woman.” «But many shall cleave to _
them;” that is, many men of the world would cleave to
them, and professedly would flatter the true people of
God that they were friendly at least to them, and by
these means Satan carried on his wars against the chil-
dren of God. 35, 4 And some of them of understanding
shall fall, to try them, and to purge and to make them
white, even to the time of the end, because it is yet for
a time appointed.” This verse shows us that even Chris-
tians would be led into seme of the errors of Papacy,
end would be tried and purged, even to the end of this
image beast’s reign, which time is appointed, as.1 have
already shown, to be “time, times, and a half,” 1260 years,
ending A. D. 1798. 36, “ And the king shall do accord-
ing to his will; and he shall exalé himself and magnify
hims®lf above every god, and shall speak umrvae%.l‘zus
things agaimt the God of gods, and shall prosper till the
indignation .be accomplished, for that that is determined
shall be done.” The king here spoken of i3 the samo
a8 Daniel’s little horn, which came up among the ten
horns. It it the same that blasphemed the God of
9
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heaven. [t is mystical Babylon. Isa. xiv. 12—15;
Rev. xiii. 5,6. The same Paul has described in his
Epistle, 2 Thess. il. 19 ; the same image beast which
we have been examining the history of ; and one thing
is evident, that this beast will continue until the day
that God pours out his indignation upon a Fuilty world
in some form or other. 37, “ Neither.shall he regard
the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor re-

ard any god ; for he shall magnify himself above all.”
n this passage we have a plain description of Papacy;
they do not worship the same gods the Pagans did —
“their fathere.” And their clergy are  forbidden to
marry ; the Pope calls himself the vicegerent of God, or
God on earth, having the keys of heaven, &c. 38, « But
in his estate shall he honor the god of forces ; and a god
whon#his fathers knew not shall he honor with gold,
and silver, and precious stones, and pleasant things.”
It is true that the Pope, for ages past, has had large
armies at his command, and always a body-guard to at-
tend him in his capital ;-also, that they adorn their

. pictures with gold, and silver, and precious stones, and

pleasant things, and that the gods they worshﬁ such as
the images of Christ, apostles, and Virgin Mary, and
canonized saints, were not known to Pagan worship-
pers. 39, % Thus shall he do in the most strong holds
with a strange god whom he shall acknowledge and in-
crease with glory ; and he shall cause them to rule over
many, and shall divide the land for gain.”

These patron saints, which the Pope divided among
the several nations of the earth, and in almost every
family, each one having their patron saint to rule over
them, by the appointment of the Pope, were strange gods
indeed ; and rational beings might truly wonder when
they beheld the power of this last abomination over the
minds and judgwents of mankind. And then, again, to
see the number of kingdoms, provinces, states, and’ ter-
ritories, which the Pope has sold to enrich his coffers,
without any more right or title to them than we have to
the land in the moon, must convince every one that the
description given must apply to the church of Rome or
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the Pope, who claims to exercise this great autharity by
his crazy title to St. Peter’s chair. :

We have now arrived to the end of the third division
of the angel’s history ; for the next verse tells us, “ and
at the time of the end,” mneaning the end of his power, to
tread on the church by his civil authority, or reign over
the kings of the earth, and to dispose of lands for gain
i have brought you down, my kind hearer, through a
long prophetic history of more than 2200 years, and
landed you to the year A. D. 1798, when the Pope of
Rome lost his civil power. In the beginning of the
year 1798, on the 15th of February, a French general,
Berthier, entered Rome with a French army without-
resistance, deposed the Pope, abolished the Papal gov-
ernment, and erected the républic of Italy. The Pope,
being taken prisoner, was carried a prisoner by them
first to Sienna in Tuscany, from thence to Florence,
afferwards to Grenoble, and then to Valence, in France,
where he died on the 19th of Aungust, 1799, since which
time the Pope of Rome has exercised no more of his
former power over any of the kings in Europe, or the
Protestant church.  We shall now close our lecture on
this history for the present, reserving the remainder of
Gabriel’s interesting history for another lecture,
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DANIEL xii. 8.

And I besrd, but ¥ understood not: then said ¥, O my Lord,
what shall be the end of these things

PrEvIous to Daniel's asking the question contained
in our text, he had been taught, as we have seen in our
former lecture, not only the history of future events as
they would succeed each other down to the end of the
world, but he had the regular order of time speci-
fied in the duration of the little horn,  fime, times, and a
helfy” as in Daniel vii. 25, and xii. 7. But he had been
informed of many events which shouid transpire after
his « time, times, and a half ® should be finished, and not
having the length of the Pagan beast, or daily abomina-
tion, given to him at all, he could not tell or understand
whereabouts in his grand number of 2300 days, the
end of the civil power of the little horn, or Papal Rome,
«carried him: there was no rule given Daniel yet by
which he could tell when or how long after the cruci- .
fixion of the Messiah before the daily sacrifice abomi-
nation would be taken out of the way, and the power of
the little horn be established, and the abomination of
desolation set up. Be sure, Daniel had heard the whole
}usto.ry dewn to the resurrection, and had the whole vision
specified in his 2300 days. But as he saw there were
evidently three divisions of the time after the crucifixion
or cutting off of the Messizh at the fulfilment of his
490 years, or 70 wecks, down to the end of his 1810
years, which would be the remainder of his total number
of 2300 years, after his 70 weeks should be fulfilled;
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and having only 1260 of those years accounted for by
the reign of his little horn, leaving five hundred and
fifty years to be applied on the Pagan beast, and for the
events which we are to attend to after the Papal beast
lost his civil power, — therefore the propriety of Daniel’s

saying in our text, “ Then I heard, but I understood not.”
- He understood not how this time was divided, and espe-
cially, how much time would be taken up in the last
division of the angel’s history, beginning with the 40th
verse of the 11th chapter, where our last lecture ended,
and finishing with the context of the 12th chapter, the
verse previous to our text. That this is the plain and
significant meaning, is evident from what follows our
text, viz., the angel’s answer to Daniel’s question, « What
shall be the end of these things?” And he said, Go
t!ly way, Daniel ; for the words are closed up and sealed
till the time of the end;” that is, my mission is closed,
the words are finished, and registered in the roll of God’s
word, they are scaled, that is, made sure, unalterable,
will stand until every word has its fulfilment, which in
the end shall be accomplished; not, as some suppose,
that Daniel’s prophecy is sealed, closed up, out of sight,
and cannot be understood.  This is not the way of God’s
dealings with us; for if this had been the angel’s mean-
ing, he gould have said to Daniel as he did to John in
similar éircumstances, Rev. x. 4, « Seal up those things,
and write them not.” But it is the reverse; for he says
in the next verse, 10, % Many shall be purified, and made
white, and tried ; but the wicked shall do wickedly, and
none of the wicked shall understand.” None of the
wicked shall understand what? Why, the things before
spoken of — Daniel’s vision and instruction. Very well,
then the wicked do right for once. Certainly, if your
exposition of the former text is correct, that it is hid, and
cannot be known, they are obeying the command of the
angel, close up and seal the words; and surely they will
not be condemned for obedience. «But the wise shall
understand,” says the angel. What shall the wise
understand? They shall understand the vision ; or the
words before spoken by the angel at least. Bat say you,

% Daniel was commanded to seal up and close the words,
9
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the nstruction of the angel all their proper bearings,
and prove it thus: —

1st. The seventy weeks or 490 years to the cruct-
fixionof Christ, . . . . . . . . . . 490
From crucifixion to taking away daily abomination, 475

From taking away Pagan rites to the setting up
abomination of desolation, . .. . 3
From setting up Papal power (time, times, and &
_ half)to the end of his civil reign, . . . 1260
From the taking away the Papal civil rule to the .5

resurrection, . . . . .

Now add these toget.her, and you will have the whole 2300
years of Daniel’s vision. Do you not, kind hearer,
see by this mode, and by these last numbers given him,
Daniel could learn every part and division of the whole
history down to the time when he should stand in his
lot? But now, for his instruction, we will suppose Dan-
iel understood our mode of reckoning time; he might
have given it to us in this way:-— « The 70 weeks, or
490 years, will be accomplished A. D.33. The pagan
abomination will be taken‘away 475 years afterwards,
which will be A.D.508. The papal aborpination will be
set up 30 years after, A. D. 538, and will continue 1260
years, A.D.1798. After this 45 years, I shaly stand in
my lot, and all that come forth to this res tion will
be blessed, A. D. 1843 « Blessed is he®that wuiteth
and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five
and thirty days.” Rev.xx. 6. ¢ Blessed and holy is he
that hath part in the first resurrection.”

We are now prepared to give you the remainder of
the angel’s instruction to Daniel, beginning where we
left off’ in our last lecture; and you will likewise now
take notice that it is the last division, and what we now
shall read to you must all take place in 45 years, be-
tween the years 1798 and 1843. So that you may, al-
most all of you, judge for yourselves, upon your own
observations, whether these things are so or not.

We therefore begin at the 40th verse of the 1l1th
chapter of Daniel, “and at the time of the end” of the
papal civil power. Now, another person has obtained
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liant battles in this delightsome country. The battle
of Marengo was fotht, if I mistake not, in June, 1800,
after crosging the Alps, an impassable: barrier between
France’ and Italy, as it was supposed by his enemies.
“ And many countries shall be overthrown.” It is said
that Bonaparte conquered three kingdoms at the battlo
of Marengo. ¢ But these shall escape ont of his hands,
even Edom and Moab, and the chief of the children of
Awumon.” Bonaparte, when he went into Egypt, calcu-
leted to march into the East Indies: he advanced into
Syria, where, after gaining some advantages, he re-
ceiverd a decisive check before St. John d’Acre, when
he was obliged to raise the siege, and retreat back to
Egypt with the shattered remains of his army. So the
country once inhabited by the Edomites, Moabites, and
Ammonites, “escaped out of his hands.” 42, «He shall
stretch forth his hands also upon the countries; and the
land of Egypt shall not escape.” ¢ Hands” signifies

wer; and what country on the globe did not more or
ess feel the effects of Bonaparte’s power? Egypt,
surely, did not escape; for all Lower Egypt was con-'
quered by his arms. 43, «But he shall have power
over the treasures of gold, and of silver, and over all the
precious things of Kgypt.” Bonaparte, in his conquest
of Egypt, levied contributions upon the inhabjtants of”
the country sufficient to support and Xay his troops, and
brought aw:g much with him. “ And the Lybians and
Ethiopians shell be at his steps.” When he first went
into Egypt, he landed his army on the coast of what was
anciently called Lybia, and his last battle was fought in-
Upper Egypt — w{at the ancients called Ethiopia. So
both of these places were at his steps, elthough neither
of them was fairly conquered, as was Egypt. 44, « But
tidings out of the east, and out of the north, shall trouble
him.” This was what was at that time called the Holy
Alliance. This was composed. of most of the. kings on-
the north and east of France, which finally proved the
overthrow of the power of Bonaparte, and the restora
tion of the Bourbons on the throne of France.

'The news of this alliance caused him much trouble,
and also his immediate return to France. ¢ Therefore
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{(oung king of Italy? « And none’ shall help him.”

es; Bonaparte was by the British, after he had resigned
himself into their hands, carried a prisoner to the island

_of St. Helena, in the Atlantic Ocean, where he died
in exile. “He shall come to his end, and none shall
help him.”

By this history the kings of the earth may learn, that
God can, with Ierfect ease, when the set time shall cone,
break them and their kingdoms to pieces, so that the wind
may carry them away like chaff, that no place shall be
found for them, -

1 shall now examine the remainder of Gabriel's mes-
sage, contained in Daniel xii. 1, “ And at that time shall
Michael stand up, the great Prince which standeth for
the children of thy people.” Michael, in this passage,
must mean Chnst; he is the great Prince, and Prince
of princes,

The time here spoken of is when Bonaparte shall
come to his end, and none to help him. This wes in
the latter part of the year A. D. 1815. There are two
things for which Christ stands wp for his people to ac-
complish ; one is their faith, and the other their judg-
ment. Jer. iii. 13. Now, it is evident he did not then
stand up in judgment; therefore I shall cheose the
former, that he stood up to plead the cause of his
people, to restrain backsliders, and to add to the church
of God many who should be saved. And blessed be
his holy name, he accomplished his purpose; for in the
years 1816, 17, 18, more ple were converted to the
faith of Jesus than had gzg.n for thirty years before.
Almost, and I know not but every town in these states
was visited with a shower of mercy, and hundreds and
thousands, vea, tens of thousands, were born into the
invisible kingdom of the dear Redeemer, and their
names recorded among the members of the church of
the first born. This has lasted in a great measure for
20 years, and has spread over a large share of the
Chnigtian world ; even the islands of the sea have lifted
uﬁ their voices to God, and the wilderness has bloomed
Yike the rose, and the heathen have seen of his salva-
tion. The grace of God has distilled upon us like the
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lnst remmant into Christ’s fold. « For this gospel of -the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world as a witness
unto all nations; and then sha]l the end come;” Matt,
xxiv. 14, But the question, How long to the end of
these wonders > means to the end of the reign of the
beast, which the world wondered after. Rev: xiii. 3,
7th verse, “And 1 heard the man clothed in linen,
which was upon the waters of thesiver, when he held
up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven.” This
language shows us plainly, that it is the same angel
which John saw in Rev. x.i. 1—7. And the same time
is indicated in Revelation s in Damiel. Here in
Daniel it is in the last 45 years, and in- Revelation
immediately preceding the time when- the. mystery of
God sball be finished, all that had basn declared by his
servants, the prophets, the whole prophecios would be
accomplished. “And sware by him that Yiveth forever,
that it shall be for a time, times, and a half? This in
the same length of time given in Daniel. vii, 25, which
is there given as the reign of the littlo horn. It is also
the same time which is given in Rav. xi. 2 Forty-two
months, (three years and a half)) to give the hol{ o1ty to
be trodden under foot. Aguin, the same time is given,
Rev. xi. 3, for the two witnesses to prophedy, clothed
sagkeloth, 1260 days. Also, Rev. xii. 6, 14, for the
church in the wilderness, and, in, in Rev. xiii, 5,
Where the anti-Christian beast had his delegated power
to continne forty-two months. All these times ended m
A.D. 1798, as 'we may hereafter show; when the 45
years began to accomplish the things which I have been
attending to in this lecture. “And when he shall have
accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people,
all these things shal] be finished.” :
. 'Thia brings us down to our text, and gives us another
important and conclusive sign by which we may know
we live on the eve of finishing the ‘prophecies, and on
the threshold of the immortal and eternal state, Let us
be wise, then, and secure an interest in the inheritance
among the just, that when we fail on earth, we may be
received into everlasting habitations prepared for t{u-
who Jove Christ. .
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REV. viil. 13, _
And 1 beheld and heard an angel flying through the midst 6f

heaven, sayi:‘xge, with a Joud veice, Woe, woe, woe, to the in-
babitants of the earth, by reason of the other voices of the trum-
pet of the three ange(s which are yet to sound.

Ix prophetical scripture, the sounding of trampets is
always used to denote the downfall of some empire, na-
tion, or place, or sore dreadful battle, which may decide
‘the fate of empires, nations, or places. At the fall of
Jericho, the trumpet was the instrument, in the hands
of the priest of the mighty God of Jacob, which cast
down _her walls, destroyed the city, and a curse pro-
nounced aghinst the man that should ever baild np her
walls again, Again, the trumpet was the instrument by
which Gideon put to flight the armies of the aliens.
And the prophet Amos says, ¥ Shall a trumpet be blown
in the city, and the Feople not be afraid?” Therefore
we may reasonably conclude that a trumpet is the
harbinger of destructive wars, and the dissolution of
empires, states, or the earth, as the case may be. The
seven trum mentioned in Revelation, the three
Jast of which are mentioned in our text, indicate the
final overthrow of the powers spoken ef in the prophecy.
The four first had their accomplishment in the destruc-
tion of the Jews and their dispersion, in the fall of im-
perial Rome, in the overthrow of the 'Asiatic kingdom,
and in the taking away of Pagan rites and cere-
monies, - ' .

The last three trumpets will claim our attention in
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view the object and design of God in sending this- judg-
ment or scourge upon the men who have not the seel of
God on their foreheads; the anti-Christian beast, who
profess to be Christians, but are not; when we compare
the history of those times with the prophecy — we have
been examining, and the events which have transpired
concerning the Ottoman empire, with the descriptive
character given of them in this prophecy, — we cannot, I
think, Lesitate for a moment to apply the fulfilment of
this trumpet and woe, to these events, tume, and place; and
must be led to admire the agreement between the proph-
ecy and fulfilment, and to believe this book of Revela-
tion to be indited by the unerring wisdom of the Divine
Spirit; for no hunan forethought could have so exactly
described these events, dress, manners, customs, and
mode of warfare 1200 years beforchand, except the wis-
dom of God had assisted him. And if these things are
revealed by God himself unto us, surely no one will dare
to say that it is non-cssential whether we believe this
part of therevealed will of God or not. Shall God
speak and man disregard it? Forbid it, O Father; and
let us have “ears to hear what the Spirit saith to the
churches.”

We shall now follow the revelation of God into the
sixth trumpet and second woe; and may we have the
Spirit of God to assist us and lead our minds into the
truth of these things.

13th verse, “ And the sixth angel sounded, and [ heard
a voice from the four horns of the gokden eltar which is
befure God,” 14th verse, « Saying to the sixth angel
which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are
bound in the great river Euphrates,” By the sounding
of the trumpet, I understand the commencing of those
judgments which were to he poured out dponthe earth
under this trumpet; and by the “ voice from the four
horns of the golden altar,” the agreement of alt the pow-
ers of heaven and earth to execute the design of God in
this thing. By loosing the four angels which are bound
in the great river Euphrates, I understand that God was
now about to suffer the four principal nations of whieh
the Ottoman empire was compcsed, which had in vain
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who, in wisdom and providence, suffers the corrupt and
infidel nations of the earth to pull down each other, and
to bring about his purposes and designs, and will event-
ually destroy all the kingdoms of the earth, by such
means, and in such ways, as the prophets have foretold ;
and whoever lives until the year 1839 will see the final
dissolution of the Turkish empire, for then the sixth
yumpet will bave finished its sounding, which, if 1 am
correct, will be the final overthrow of the Ottoman
wer. And then will the seventh trump and last woe
g:gin, under which the kingdoms of the earth and the
anti-Christian beast will be destroyed, the powers of"
darkness chained, the world cleansed, end the church
purified. . i
Bee the 10th chapter of Revelation, 5th, 6th, and 7thr
verses, % And the angel which 1 saw stand upon the sea
and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven.” This
is the angel of the covenant, the great Mediator. See
the first verse, “ And 1 sew another mighty angel come
down from heaven, clothed with a cloud.” 8o 18 Christ
to come in the clouds with power and at glory.
4 And a rainbow was upon his head® This shows
plainly that it is Christ; for the rainbow is a token of
the covenant. “ And his face was as it were the sun.”
The same as when he was transfigured, Matt. xvii. 2,
“ And his feet as pillars of fire.” See Rev. i 15, « His
feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace.”
Surely this must be Christ. “And he had in s hand
a little book open.” None could open the book but the
lion of the tribe of Judah — another strong proof that
the angel in Rev. x. 5 is Christ. And who but Christ
could stand upon the sea and. upon the earth, and lift
“up his hand to heaven, and swear by Him that liveth
forever and ever, who created heaven and the things
that therein are, and the sea and the things which are
therein, that there should be time no longer™? that is,
- goepel or mediatorial time should cease. No more time
,for mercy ; no more Spirit to strive with you, sinner; no
more means of grace ; no more repentance unto Jife ; no
more hopes of heaven ; for Jesus has sworn by himself,
because he could swear by no greater, that your day of

-
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probation  should be no longer.” For “he that is filthy
shall be filthy still.” The Bridegroom has come, and shut
tothe door. I know,sinner, you will then cry, Lord, Lord,
open unto us; but he will say unto you, Depart from
me, ye workers of iniquity, for I know you not: when [
called to you to open the door of your hearts, that [ might
come in and sup with you, ye refused ; when I stretched
out my arm all the long day of the gospel, ye regardod
it not; I will now laugh at your calamity, and mock
when your fear come Then will the angel, flying
through the midst of heaven, cry, with a land voice,
Woe, woe. woe to the inhabitants of the earth; for,

when'th “in the days of
the voic: he shall begin to
sound, t! aished, as he hath
declared 4 The second woe

is past, ana benold the third woe cometh quickly. And
the seventh angel sounded ; and there were great voices
in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are be-
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and
he shall reign forever and ever,” Rev. xi. 14, 15. By
- these passages we learn that, when' the sixth trumpet
has done sounding, when the second woe is past, then
the third woe comes quickly. The seventh trump be-
gins to sound ; the mystery of God is finished — all that
has been spoken by the prophets, that is, all that con-
cerns the kingdom of Christ; ‘for then will be brought
to pass the saying, Death is swallowed up in victory ;
for, when the last trumpet shall sound, the dead in
Christ shall be raised: « For as in Adam all died, even
8o in Christ shall all be made alive.,” ¢ But every man
in his own order. Christ the first fruits, afterwards they
that are Christ’s at his coming.” % The first man is of
the earth, earthy; the second Man is the Lord from
heaven.” « As is the earthy, such are they also that are
earthy; and as is the heavenly, such are they also that
are heavenly.” « And as we have borne the image of
the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.
Now, this 1 say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God ; neither doth corruption in-
herit incorruption.” « Behold, I show you a mystery:
1
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we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a
moment, ih the twinkling of an eye, af the last trump,
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed; for this cor-
ruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality.” «Then will be brought to passthe
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory,”
1 Cor. xv. 22—54.



LECTURE IX.

[ ]
Rzv. 1. 20.

The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand,

aud the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the an-

1s of the seven churches; and the seven caudlesticks which
ou.sawest are the seven churches.

It has generally been believed that the seven churches
to whom the angel instructed John to write, were seven
different and distinct churches in Asia, and by slmost
all of our commentators at the present day are under-
stood to tnean seven literal churches. But your speaker
is forced, from the reasons which will hereafter be pro-
duced, to believe that these seven churches of Asia are
to be understood in a figurative sense, alluding to seven
periods of the church militant, during the Christian dis-
pensation, down to the first resurrection, and the com-
mencing of the glorious reign of Christ on the earth, com-
monly called The Millennium. If this view of the subject
should prove to be the correct exposition of the text, how
important and interesting is the subject to us who live in
the last stage of the church! Then we who live at this
day, are particularly, and solemnly and awfully, admon-
ished in what is said by Christ to the church of the Laod-
iceans, that church corresponding with our stage of
the church immediately fous to the commencing of
the millennial glory; and how necessary that we should
know that these admenitions do most deeply concern us!

This view of the subject will then claim our first at-
tention. Were the seven churches used as a figure of
the whole Christian dispensation, or were they not ?- 1
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answer, In my humble opinion, they were. Because,
first, the book of Revelation does evidently contain a
prophecy of things which did not concern those seven
literal churches 1n Asia; for those churches have lon,
since passed away and becomne extinct; yet the book og
Revelation contains prophecies which are daily fulfil-
ling, and have been for eighteen centuries, It is also
said tu be a revelation of things which iust shortly come
to pass. “The revelation of Jesus Christ which God
gave unto him, to show unto his servants things which
must shortly come to pass.,” Not things that havgbeen.
Yet if Christ is only giving admonitory advice to those
seven literal churches, then he is o..ly relating their char-
acters as they then were, and so far as these churchées
*were concernied it would cease to be a prophecy, and the
very first verse in Revelation would be violated. Again,
3d verse, “ Blessed is he that readeth and they that hear
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which
are written therein; for the time is at hand.” Wae see
that it is callcd & prophecy in this verse, and must al-
lude to the whole booﬂ; but who will pretend that the
three chapters in the beginning of Revelation are a
prophecy, if we understand them as relating the char-
acter of seven literal churches in Asia only?. None,
nons. :
Again: the worll seven is often used in the word of
God as a mystical number, meaning the whole, us seven
spirits, seven stars, seven angels, seven candlesticks,
seven scals, seven trumpets, seven vials, seven thun-
ders, seven plagues, seven mountaius, seven heads, seven
eyes, seven horns, sevea crowns, seven kings, and seven
urches, All these are used in Revelation and apply to
or concerning the whole Gospel perivd. If then, the
number seven is used so often in this book in a figurative
sense, may we not reasonably suppose that it is so used
in the dedication of this book tu the seven churches in
Asia, and the history of those seven churches be pro-
phetic ? for no scripture is given for any private inter-
pretation, and surely the instruction in the introduction
of the book carries us down to the coming of Christ in
the clouds — ¢« Behold, hie cometh with clouds ; and every-
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all the earth.” Again: when we compeare the severs.
characteristic murks or events, upon opening the seven
seals, with those marks and instructions to the seven
churches, we shall be led to admire the beauty, harmony,
and consistency of the Revelation of Jesus (ghrist to his
people.  And I think the mind will rest satisfied that this
view of the subject is the truth, because it so exactly
sgrees with Christ’s manner of teaching by parables
when he was with us in the flesh,

Some may inquire, “ Why were those seven churches
in Asia used as figures to represent the church militant
inher several conditions to the end of her militant state ? *
I answer, ) if we may be allowed to answer the whys or
wherefores,) Because the signification of the names of
those seven churches describe the spirit and qualities of
the several periods of the Christian church, which they
are brought forward to represent, which we shall attempt
to show in its pxj?er place. »

1 shall now endeavor to take up the churches in the
order in which they are laid down to us in Revelation.
(Read Rev. ii. 1--7, inclusive.) 1st. The word ErnEsus
desirable chief: This is true concerning the first age of
the church, in the apostles’ days, when the Holy Ghost
was given the power to work miracles, and the power to
distinguish between good and evil spirits, and when all
were of one heart ang one mind, and the canon of the
Holy Scriptures were filling up, and the inspired apostles
were setting things in order, and establishing churches
throughthe world. Yes, my brethren, these were desirable
times surely. But to proceed : This church is addressed
by the character “that holdeth the seven stars,” the
ministers end servants of him who holdeth them «in his
right hand,” under his immediate care and control,  who
walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks,”
and has said, where two or three are gathered togcther
in his name, there will he be in the midst of them, and
has promised that whatsoever they should ask in his name
it should be granted unto them. He says, «I know thy
works.” [n that day they brought furth fruits meet for
repentance, and they went every where preaching that
men should repent ; and Paul said, when preaching at
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“ fornicalor” is mentioned! How many &covelous”
would hide their faces! How many “idolaters” would
bow their heads, or “railers” would begin to murmur at
the plainness of the speaker! How many “drunkards®
would not have staggered into this house! And how
many “exfortioners” would have staid at home! O God,
thou knowest. Or who can read the 2d chapter of the
2d epistle of Peter, and John’s first epistle, Jude, and
others, and not be corivinced that the apostles could not
bear with them that were evil? Again: “Thou hast
tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and
hast found them liars.” This sentence was fulfilled in
the apostles’ days. Simon Magus, after he was profess-
edly a disciple of Christ, was found out by Peter to he
in the “gall of bitterness and bonds of iniquity.” Hy-
meneus and Alexander, whom Paul delivered to Satan,
that they may learn not to blaspheme. 1 Tim. i 20.
Also Philetus,. Demas, and Alexander the coppersmith,
were all found to be liars, and many others who went out
from them, as the apostle says, because they were not of
them. And how many are there now, my brethren, amon

us, who, when tribulation cometh, will be effended, an

go out from us! Lord, isit I? « And hast borne, and
hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast labored, and
hast not fainted.” Yes, my brethren, it was for the name
of Jesus, that the primitive Christians bore the persecu-
tions of their day. Acts xv. 25, 26, “It seemed good
unto us to send chosen men unto. you, with our beloved

‘Barnabas and Paul, men that have hazarded their lives "

for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Acts ix. 16,
“ For I will show him what great things he must suffer
for my name’s sake.” Verse 41,4 And they departed from
the presence of the council; rejoicing that they were
- counted wm'thy to suffer shame for his name.” And,
may I not inquire, how many of us are willing and would
rejoice to suffer shame for the name of Christ? Perhaps
none. We had rather be called Rabbi, Rev,, Dr,, &ec.
We are contending for our names at the present day ; for
Baptists, Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Methodists,
Free-wills, C&mp%ellites, &ec. If we do not contend earn-
estly for our sect, they will decrease, and we shall come
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to nought. And I say, May God speed it; so that you
all may full on the word of God, and rally again under
the name of Jesus. But we will proceed with our sub-
ject. 4thverse, “ Nevertheless I have somewhat against
thee, because thou hast left thy first love.” Can this be
true? Did the apostolic church, in its purity, so soon
depart from the first principles of the gospel ?° Yes, in
Acts xv. 24, « Forasmuch as we have heard that certain
which went out from os have troubled you with words,
subverting your souls, saying, ye must be circumeised,
and keep the whole law, to whom we gave no such com-
mandment.” Gal. i 6, «I marvel that ye are 80 soon
removed fromn him that called you into the grace of
Christ unto another ‘gospel.” 1 Timothy, i 19, % Hold-
ing faith and a good conscience, which some having put
away, concerning faith, have made shipwreck.” 2 Tim.
i. 15, « This thou knowest, that all they which are in
Asia are turned away from me.” And Paul further says,
iv. 16, « At my first answer no man stood with me, but
all men forsock me. 1 pray God lay not this sin to their
charge.” '

Many more evidences might be brought, to prove that
many, in that éarly state of the church, did fall away from
the doctrine of grace, which Paul and the apostles taught.
And now, iy brethren, how is it with us? Are we
built on the truth? Have we a % Thus saith the Lord,” -
for all we believeand do? Are we built on «the proph-
ets and apostles, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner-stone ”?  Look well to your foundation — the
day is coming that will try every man’s works.

{ferse 5, « Remember, therefore, from whence thou
art fallen, and repent and do the first works, or elee 1
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove the candle-
stick out of his place, except thou repent.” In this verse
the great Head of the church admonishes the Christians
of their former sins in neglecting thie doctrine of grace,
and falling into the popular errors of the day, which I
have before noticed, and warns them of their duty to
repent, which is the first and great command under the
gospel. He also gives them notice, that, except they
repent, he will remove the ¢desirable” state of the

. 12
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church into the next, which would be a state of trial,
persecution, and poverty. .

6th verse, « But this thou hast, that thon hatest the
deeds of the Nicolaitans, which 1 also hate.” What the
deeds of the Nicolaitans were, we are not able; from the
word of God, to determine ; but from somne things hinted
at by some ancient authors, we have good reason to be-
lieve that Nicolas, one of the seven deacons, departed
from the doctrine which the apostles taught, and preached
a doctrine which was repugnant to the gospgl of Christ,
_viz., a community or plurality of wives, which led Paul
in his instructions to sav, * Let the deacons be the hus-
band of one wife,” 1. Tim. iii. 12. «He that hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches.”
Here we have another evidence, that the branch of the
church at Ephesus was not the only church addressed
in this epistle and prophecy; for, if so, what propriety
in using the word churches, in the plural, when only one
church in Asia was spoken of? No, it could not be
proper, peither would it have been, as it is so used in
every epistle through the whole seven, had not Christ
designed it for all the churches in a certain age. There
is also an admonition contained in these last-quoted
words, to read, hear, and observe the prophecy now
given by the Spirit to John, the inspired servant of Christ;
and for all the churches of the age spoken of, to be care-
ful to apply to themselves the agmonitions, designed by
the Holy Spirit for their immediate benefit.. *To him
that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of th» paradise of God.” How
precious is this promise to the faithful and tried soul,
.who places all his hope, and strength, and dependence,

" on one who is mighty to save, and on one who hss prom-
ised to bring him off conqueror over all the caemies
of grace, and the powers of hell! Yes, and, r.ore thon
all, he has overcome and entered within the veil, as a
forerunner for us who believe. May we all, by faith,
have a right to this tree of life, this paradise of God.

1 will now examine the praphecy to the second church,
which I understand to commence about the close of the
first century, and lasted about two hundred years, until
the days of Constantine, A. D. 312 .



CHRIST'S SECOND COMING.

138



136

LECTURE IX.



\

CHRIST’S SECOND COMING. 137

tion, the blessed martyrs who were slain for the witness
of Jesus, See Rev. xx. 4. And in this passage we are
again commanded to hear what the Spirit saith to the
churches —all, all who have ears; not the branch in
Smyrna only, but all who have ears. 'We have long been
in the habit of giving away Scripture to others when it
belongs to us and our children ; let us therefore apply it
home.

12, « And to the angel of the church in Pe
write.,” Very earthy elevated is the signification of the
word Pergamos ; and this church represents the age of
Constantine, which lasted more than two hundred years,
until the rise of anti-Christ, from A. D. 312 until A. D.
538. During this age the church became very earthy,
having her worldly policy, and, like the chureh in the

, present day, attending more to the outward concernas,

and the worldly part of religion, than to inward piety
and graces of the spirit, looking more for forms and cere-
momes, than for the life, power, and spirit of the religion
of Jesus, spending much of their time in building elegant
chapels, gorgeous temples, high places to educate their
ministry, and adorning them with pictures and pleasant
things, and ﬁllinﬁ the hearts of their worshippers with
high, popular, and haughty notions. Yes, my brethren,
the age of trial was gone ; the holy and secret aspirations
of piety fled away, and, now she had obtained an earthly
emperor, her divine Master was forgotten. And here
was the falliny away mentioned by Paul, 2 Thess, ii 3,
« Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day
shall not come except there come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the son og perdition.”
This, then, was the age that prepared the church to re-
ceive that monster, the man of sin, the son of* perdition,
into her bosom, which stung the church with the poison of
asps, and filled the temple of God with image worship,
a.u.:il the church ‘with igolatry, selfishness, avarice, and
vride. -

% These things saith he which hath the sharp sword
with two edges.” By the sharp sword with two edges,
we must understand the word of God, which denounces
heavy judgments gn.the wickad; and cuts off the corup-

1
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tions and errors from the church. The Psalmist says,
exlix. 5—7, «“Let the saints be joyful in glory; let
them sing aloud upon their beds. t the high praises
of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in

b their hand, to execute vengeance upon the heathen, and
punishments upon the people.” Paul says, Heb. iv. 12,
“ For the*word of Goﬁs quick and powerful, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and mar-
row, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart. And John saw, Rev. i. 16, “And he had in
his right hand seven stars; and out of* his mouth went
a sharp two-edged sword.” Then this is the meanhg
of the passage under consideration, « These things sai
he,” which hath the word of God, and showing us the
importance of attending to the subject following, by the
importance of the speaker, “ He that is Christ” And
now, while we read or hear, let us keep in memory that
it 18 no less a personage speaking, than Him of whom
the prophets did write; who holdeth the stars in his
right hand, and created and preserves all things by the
word of his power. Hear him. .

«I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even
where Satan’s seatis. Here, again, we have an evidence
that this church is mystical, « dwelling in Satan’s seat,”
the fourth kingdom, the great red dragon, imperial
Rome, whereon the great mystical whore of Babylon
sitteth. Th- church, in this age, became inmediately
connected with this power called Satan, which is the
devil, Pagan Rome. “And thou holdest fast my name,
and hast not denied my faith.” In this time of popular
religion, and when many, from political and world}
motives, united their names to the people of God, sti
there were some who held to the doctrine of Christ, and
did not deny the faith,

% Even in those days, wherein Antipas was my faithful
martyr, who was slain among you where Satan dwell-
eth” Itis supposed that Antipas was not an individ-
ual, but a class of men who opposed the power of the
bishops or Popes in that day, being a combination of
two words, /Ia#i, opposed, and Papas, father or Pope,

~N |
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els, pictures, and crosses. Both had them erected in
every public place, for the multitude to fall before and
worship. Both had their holy fire, holy water, and both
claimed to perform miracles; the one by the response of
her wooden oracles, and the other by her carnal priest-
hood. Here, then, we see how the church, in the fourth
and fikh century, was led over the stumbling-block of
Paganism, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to com-
mit fornication.

% So, also, hast than them that'hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate” This doctrine was

* promulgated in the fourth century. See the church his-
tory, and our former observations.

« Repent, or elsg I will come unto thee quickly, and
will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”
Again the Lord calls for repentance, and threatens the
judgments of his word upon them that obey not. O!
may we take warning, my brethren, and tempt not the
heavy judgments of God upon us, for our idolatry and
fellowship of that which is not the religion of Jesus,

« He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches. To him that overcometh: will
I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a
white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which
no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it” Again,
gall that have ears are commanded to hear, and those
who remain faithful, that do not fall away, receive a
promise of spiritual food, and a name and righteousness
which none can know but they who receive 1t.

18, “And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira
write” The signification of Thyatira is, a “sweet
savor of labor or sacrifice and contrition,” and is a de-
scription of the church, after she is driven into the wil-
derness by the anti-Christian beast. This churcb lasted
until about the tenth century; and little of her history
is known to the world ; but some authors have pretended
to trace her into the north-west part of Asia, and in the

. north-east part of Europe, where they lived until about
the tenth century, unknown unto the rest of the world.
or u.kn? but little concern with the nations around
them. Yet it is said they retained religion in its puri
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ty, and held to the doctrines of the word of God. At
any rate this church is represcnted as being in a state
of heavy trial, and subject to seduction by some power
represented by that woman Jezebel, of which 1 shall
gpeak in its place. %These things saith the Son of
God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and
his feet are like fine brass;” representing, &s in all
the other declarations to the churches, that the character
addressing them is no less than the mighty God, the
omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent Jehovah, who
says, 1 know thy works, and charity, and service, and
faith, and patience, and thy works; and the last to be
more than the first.” When this church existed, which
was when anti-Christ began her reign, there was great
need of the exercise of those graces of the spirit which
in this passage are enumerated. lst. In works they had
to, and without doubt did, combat the anti-Chnstian
doctrines which began in the sixth century to over-
whelm the Christian world, such as worshipping angels,
departed saints, subjection to councils and big}%&)ﬂ,
infallibility of the Pope, &c. They, in charity, too,
had many of their brethren to sustain while combattin
these orrors against the power of this beast. They di
much service in, holding up the hands of their pious
teachers and pastors who were not led away by this
wicked one. How much faith, too, must they have
been in possession of to have withstgbd the power
of their councils, the excommunications of the Pope,
and a majority of their brethren who had fell into
Papal errors! how much “patience” to have re-
mained unwavering amidst persecution when driven
from their homes, their country and friends, into the
wilderness, where God prepared a place for her! and
how much more necessary were their last works to sup-
port each other in exile, poverty, and distress, the natural
consequence of being driven from among, men! But
these things were so, according to the best account we
can obtain of those times.

20,  Notwithstanding, I have a few things against thee,
because-thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which call-
eth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my
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servants to commit fornication, and to eat things
sacrificed to idols.” In this verse we have strong
testimony that the expodition we have given of the
seven churches is correct; for no character given the
woman Jezebel will apply so exactly, as the woman
sitting on the scarlet-colored beast, full of names of
blasphemy, “ having a golden cup in her hand full of
abominations and filthiness of her fornication.” .

Jezebel i3 a figurative name, alluding to Ahab’s wife,
who slew the prophets of the Lord, led her husband into
idolatry, and fed the prophets of Baal at her own table.
A more striking figure could not have been used to de-
scribe the Papal sbomination. See 1 Kings xviil. xix.
xxi. chapters, It is very evident fronf history, as well as
from this verse in Revelation, that the church of Christ:
did suffer some of the Papal monks to preach and teach
among them. See the history of the Waldenses. -

21, “ And 1 gave her space to repent of her fornica-
tion, and she repented not.” 22, “Behold I will cast her
into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into
great tribulation; except they repent of their deeds.” 23,
“ And 1 will kill her children with death; and all the
churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the
reins and hearts, and 1 will give unto every one of you
according .to your works.” We cannot be mistaken -in
the character given to this mystical Jezebel, when we-
compare the déscriptions “here used, and the judgments
threatened, with other passages of like import in Revela-
tion, where mystical Babylon is described and threat-
ened. See Rev. ix. 20, 21, “ And the rest.of the men
which were not killed by these plagues, yet repented not
of the works of their hands, that they should not worship
devils and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone,
and of wood, which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:
neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sor-
ceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.”

If these last texts mean anti-Christ, of which I believe
nono have any doubt, that is, no commentator that § have
been able to consult, then it is equally evident that this
woman, called Jezebel, in this prophecy of the church in
Thyatira, means the same ; and the conclusion is strong

.
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ihat the Thyatira church represents.the churches in
some age of anti-Christ, and the prophecy contained in
the verses we have already quoted are the judgments God |
has and will pour out on that great city that rules over
the kings of the earth, and has for ages past trodden the
charch under foot, and contaminated the people of God
by her seductions, sorceries, and fornications,

24, « But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thya-
tira, As many as have not this doctrine, and which have
not known the depths of Satan as they speak, I will pit
upon you none other burden.” 25, « But that which ye
have already, hold fast till I come.” 1In these verses the
church which have not fellowshipped the anti-Christian
dectrine, and have not followed the practices of the sa-
tanic biasphemies of their aboninutions, are here prom-
ised to experience no other persecution except what they
may experience from this beast or woman Jezebel, which
is another proof of this being anti-Christ; for the church
in Thyatira has long been extinct, if there ever was such
a church, and was when the man of sin was revealed;
and yet they are promised to have none other burden un-
til he come, as it is more than implied ; and this power is
to stand until he comes, For Paul says, “ Whom he shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth and destroy with the .’
brightness of his coming.” 'I'his is Daniel’s fourth king-
dom, which was to be broken without hand, and to be
carried away like the chaff of the summer tareshing-floor
before the wind, that no place be found for it.

26, « And he that overcometh and keepeth my works
unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations,”
27, (* And he shall rule them with a rod of i_ron; as the
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers,) evon
as I received of my Father. And I will give him the
worning star.” 29, “He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith to the churches.” .

In closing the prophecies to the churches, our divine
Tnstructor carries them down to that day when he shall
come to be admired in all them that believe, or to glorify
his saints, to crown them Lis in his kingdom of glory, to
break in pieces all the kingdoms of the earth as a potier's
vessel is broken to shivers, as the last text says, which
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proves that when Christ comes, he will bring all the saints
with him, and this too when the kingdoms of this world
and anti-Christ will be destroyed. And this proves an-
other important point in which many good and pious peo-
ple are greatly mistaken, viz., that there will not be a
thousand years’ happy reign previous to Christ’s coming
the second time without sin unto salvation. What happy
reign can there be while the kingdoms of the earth stand
as they now d6; while the anti-Christian beast has power
to seduce and draw the servants of God into idolatry, and
luli to her serpentine folds thousands and tens of thou-
sands human beings yearly, and deceive the nations by
her siren song of motza' church ; while by means of her
poison, subtle, secret, and deep, she is undermining and
sapping the foundation of every religious sect but her
own ; of every civil govermnent but such as will resign
their power unto her control? And now, while I am
speaking, she is exerting an influence in this once favored
land, by means of her Jesuits, that will set father against
son, and son against father, and drench our country in
blood. Can thie monster of murder, iniquity, and blood,
retain her life, her standing in society, and we have a
Irappy reign? No. She mnst and will sink like a mill-
stone in the mighty deep, and God will avenge the blood
of his servants. Her flesh must be eatep by dogs; yey,
the kings of the earth shall eat her flesh, and God shall
consume her with fire before the happy reign comes,

« Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.”



LECTURE X.

'

REV. 4 20.

The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right
hand, and’ the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches; and the seven candlesticks
which sawest are the seven churches.

I~ my former lectures I have given my views of four
of the churches spoken of in the text. Three more re-
main, which will complete the prophetic history of the
church through all the ages of the New Testament times
until the state of trial shall be fulfilled, and the church
shall enter her glorified kingdom in triumph. You have
undoubtedly been led, by the comparison of the churches
with the history thus far, to admire the agreement of the
ptophecy of the four churches with the history of the
times ; and truly this is one of the greatest evidences we
have of the truth of the divine inspiration of revelation, '
and this evidence fixes the authenticity of the Scriptures
beyond a reasonable doubt. I shall now claim a few
moments’ indulgence while I attemptto show where and
when the other three churches have been or will be ful-
filled. See Rev.iii.

1, « And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write.”
Bong of joy, or that which remains, is the signification
of Sardis. The last signification is the one which the
heavenly Instructor has affixed himself to this church in
the second verse, “Be watchful, and strengthen the
things which remain” The church preceding thid
had passed a long; dark, and benighted age of the worldy

13
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and every writer of these times calls them the dark
ages; and truly it was an age of superstition, bigotry,
and ignorance ; therefore we must reasonably suppose
that but few were the true worshippers of God, and
those few enjoying but a faint knowledge of divine
things. But we will pursue our course. “Thesethings
eaith he that hath the seven spirits of God, and the
seven stars, I know thy works, that thou hast 4 name,
that thou livest, and art dead.” The same character
that has addressed the other churches, still gives him-
. self a quality by which we may know that it is he who
is called God man, having the gpirit of God, and as man
governing his church as the star of Bethlehem. This
church began about the tenth century, and lasted until
the Reformation under Luther, Calvin, and others.
They had a nawme, were called Waldenses, Valdenses,
&c., “and art dead;” that is, she was or would
be of little use to the rest of the world, hiding her influ-
ence within her own sphere, and of course did not mani-
fest her light to the world, was inactive, idle, not per-
forming the’ work which God had commanded them to
perform, to set their light on the candlestand, that it
might give light to all. This was the case with the
church in the valleys of Piedmont during the time of the
crusades to the Holy Liand ; and while the Pope had the
command of all the armies of Europe, the church lived.
in these valleys of the Pyrenees, nearly in the centre of
Europe, unknowing and unknown.
2d verse, “Be watchful, and strengthen the things
which remain, thatare ready to die ; for I have not found
thy works perfect before God.” Although the church
1n this age retained some of the leading principles of the
gospel, the ordinances were in part retained among
them, yet towards the close of this Sardis age, the Papal
monks and priests were sent in among them, and mnany
of the Waldenses became corrupted by the Papal beast
and her doctrine. Therefore the admonition, « Be wdtch-
ful, and strengthen the things which remain.”
3d verse, “ Remeinber how thou hast received and
heard, and hold fast and repent. If, therefore, thou
shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou
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delphia write, These t}unis saith he that is holy, he tba:
is true, he that hath the key of David, he that opene
and no man shutteth, and shutteth and no man openeth.”
"This verse is a description of the character addressing
the church and gives an account of his holiness, his vera-
city, authority, and power, and leaves us without a doubt
that it is Jesus the son of David, the Holy One of
Israel, the faithful and true witness, he that hath all
power in heaven and in earth. And he thus addresses
them, 8th verse, “I know thy works: behold, I have set
before thee an open door, and no man can ghut it, for
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my weord, and
hast not denied my name.” The signification of the
neme of this church, Philadelphia, i;li:otha'ly love, and
this began about the time of the Reformation; for
then God opened an effectual door for the gospel to be
spread which no man or set of men has bheen able to
ut. And the early reformers displayed a zesl and
fearlessness in their cause which astonis{ed their friends
and confounded their enemies. At this time, too, Chris-
tian love and fellowship was evidently one of the
strongest marks of the day and manifested that the work
was of God.
9th verse, 4 Behold, 1 will make them of the syna-
Eogue of Satan which say they are Jews and are not,
ut do lie.” The characters here spoken of are the
same as those who sit in Satan’s seat, who profess to be
Christians, but are anti-Christians ; they are worshippers
of the Papal beast, professing to be the mother cllum:h1
but are ‘only that part which are fallen away, as Pau
has told us, “there should come a falling away first, and
then the man of sin should be reveal::%l who opposeth,
(or is anti,) and exalteth himself (calling themsglves Jews,
a figurative expression, or name for Christian) above
all that is called God” ¢ Behold, I will make them to
come and worshx}) before thy feet, and to know that I
have loved thee.” 'This sentence shows that anti-Christ
would be humbled in this age of the church and brought
to take the back ground, or in some measure lose lle
civil power over the Protestant church and be humb!:ag
at her feet. Has not this prophecy been accomplighe
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neither cold nor hot in religious things implies a pro-
fession of religion without a spiritual Fife, or the middle
way between the world and Christ; teking much pains
after worldly things, to the neglect of spiritual things ;
endeavoring to move between the doctrine of Christ and
the doctrine of men ; taking the middle ground, as I have
often heard 1t expressed.

1Gth verse, « So then, because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thce out of my mouth.”
For this cause, that is, because they are engaged more
tor show, honors, or profits of this world than for God, he
would spue them out of his mouth, The word spue is
used in three places in Scripture, besides the one under
consideration ; in Levit. xvili. 28, xx.22, Jer. xxv. 27;
and in all these places stands connected with the judg-
ments of God upon Israel, or the nations spoken of; aud .
implies a shaking out or driving from their present’
standing, either among nations -or in the kingdom of
Christ, as the case may be. And this passage, I suppose,
alludes to the time when God hath promised, saying,
“Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also
heaven,” Heb. xii. 0. So we may expect a shaking
of the church of Churist, if this is the age spoken of, that
those things which cannot be shaken may remain. This,
too, is the age when the wise and foolish virgins are
sleeping and slumbering together.

17th verse, “ Because thou sayest, I am rich, and in-
creased with goods, and have necd of nothing,and know-
est not that thou art wretched, and niserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked” Our heavenly Instructor lhus
given us inthis verse the reason why they are lukewarnn;
“because thou sayest, I am rich” The church in this
Luodicean state, like the rich man, will be laying up
gools, or making great culculations for the outward or
worldly coucerns of the church for many years to couae,
building places for worship, establishing culleges, hizh
schouls, academies, theological institutions, to raise up
a popular ininistry, that the world may be pleasaod, the
ministry well supported, and they become the iest popu-
lar sect of the duy, “increascd with goods.” ThLi;, to),
18 the church. What shall be called the goods of the
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by his name, we have worn our own clothing, and eat
our own bread, and instead of being clothed upon, we
shall find ourselves naked. Shall we not be ashamed
before him at his coming, if we are in this situation
when he comes? O, what an awful thought! There-
fore let us now receive the further admonition, « And
anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest see.”
To anoint the eyes, in a figurative, sense, is to examirie
the truth and evidences of Scripture, that we may see
clearly our state and standing as it respects our charac-
ter towards God and our hope in hjs future aid, promises,
and blessings, It is to sec our sins, and feel the need
of help, to know our weakness, and trust in his strength
—in one word, it is to repent and believe in the gospel
of Jesus Christ. For he says, “ As many as I love I re-
buke and chasten: be zealous therefore and repent.”
Here, then, is one comfortable promise to this lukewarm
church. If there is any tried, chastened, penitent soul
in this chifreh, this Laodicean state or age of the church,
they have the promise of his love, his everlasting love,
his unchangeable love ; his loving kindness he will not
take from him, although he should «visit their trans-
essions with a rod, and their iniquity with stripes.”
g:a zealous, therefore, brethren, und repent.
20th verse, ¢ Behold, I stand at the door and knock.”
He that is the “Amen ” is now at the door. In this La-
odicean age of the church he comes; he knocks by his
judgments, by the fulfilment of the signs, by his word,
y all the means of grace that God has ever used to
alarm the sleepy, slumbering virgins of his approach.
He gives the cautionary word, « Behold, I stand at the
door and knock; if any man hear my voice and open the
dooi, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with me.” In this passage of prophecy we are brought
down to the marriage supper of the b — another
and a strong testimony that the churches are to be con-
sidered in & mystical sense, and the language or subject
prophetical. For this is certainly the saying of Jesus,
the faithful and true witness ; “ for the testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy.” Rev. xix. 7—9, ¢ Let us re-
joice and be glad, and give honor to him ; for the mar-
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will close, the udgment will set, and the books will be
epened ; the hypocrites will be spued out of the church,
and the sanctuary cleansed.

Will the sitvation of the church, the character of
Christians, the doctrines taught, and the si of the
times warrant us to believe that we live in the Laodicean
age of the church? Let us for a moment examine the
evidence and see.

Ist. The situation of the church, enjoying peace in
and among the kingdoms of the earth, enjoying all the
privileges of citizens without persecution, making great
and many improvements in her worldly concerns, rich in
this world’s gdods, having at her command many millions
of funds, and almost swaying the destinies of the world ;
great, learned and rich men enlisting under her banners,
controlling the fashions, customs, and laws of the day,
eawaying a mighty influence over the education of our
youth, and giving a general tone to the literature of the
world, increasing her demshds for power, establishing
bishoprica, presbyteries, national and state conventions,
conferenoes, councils, associations, consociations, socie-
ties innumerable ; and all these controlled almost exelu-
sively by her clergy. May we not say tmlg, « She is rich
and increased in goods ?” But is this all? No. Look
at her colleges, theological schools, academies, deposito-
ries, public edifices, presses, theological writings and
publications, in almost every nation, kingdom, state, and
territory, and in this cougtry in almost every county and
town; and all this by contributions. Well may it be
said, she has need of nothing. These things, too, among
ull sects and denominations, one cannot outdo another
apparently, yet each is striving for the mestery.

2d. The characters of Chrishians generally. In speak-
ing of the character of our brethren, it becomes the speak-
er to be very careful and unassuming, for God has not
made him a judge over his brethren. Therefore, to judge
this one is right, and that one wrong, we shall leave for
the 1iudg'menl: seat of Christ. But on a general scale
surely we may be allowed to examine and com our-
selves with the prophecies. In all ages back, Christians,
when living godly, have been a poor, despised, persecu-

‘-
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writers are wholl{ lost. We are now taught that man
can make himself a Christian as easily as he can turn
about in the highway; that obedience or baptism is re-
generation ; that works aré the medium of acceptance
with God, and that the righteousness of Christ is not
imputed. How can such doctrinc be more .clearly
pointed out than it is by the « faithful and true witness”
to the Laodicean church? % And knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked.” That is, they know not their depravity. “1
gounsel thee to buy of me (see here their dependence on
God) gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;
and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine
eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest see.” Grace,
grace, from the foundation to the top stone. Surely, my
desr friends, no candid observer of the doctrine taught
at the present day, but what must in his heart acknowl-
edge that the doctrine taught by many, among the dif-
ferent sects, is the same described by our divine Master
in the prophecy to the Laodicean church.

The signs of the times. [u the close of Christ’s in-
structions to the church under consideration, he says,
“ Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear
my voice,” &c. Daniel says, “ At that time shall Mi-
chael stand up, the great Prince that standeth up for the
children of thy people.” And Christ says,  For man
shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ, and shail
deceive many.” These were particular signs given by
Christ and the prophets. And how have these come to
pass? Witness the great and many reformations which
for thirty years have progressed in our land, in Europe,
and the islands of the seas. See also the word of God
published, in whole or in part, among all nations. See
the missionaries of the gospel running to and fro through
the whole earth. Do not these indicate that Christ
stands at the door, and that his voice has gone out even
unto the ends of the world, and that Michael has stood
up for the children of thy people? Yes. Again: how
many new gects have arisen, how many false Christs have
come in this blaze of gospel light, and are drawing away
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the dreadful semtence, 'Depart — what must be yout
feelings! The world, which you here worshippox, is
burning up ; the friends with w. you here associated
are gone to meet the Lord in the eir, or are sinking with
you into emdless and hopeless misery. The Savior,
whose name you are now ashamed to own, or whose
righteeusness you think yeu need not, is now your J udﬁ
seated ona gut white throne, from whose face
heavens and the earth shall flee away. Think, O sinner!
where wilt thou be found !



LECTURE XI.

REV. v. 9, 10.

And they sung a new song, sayin'f, Thou art worthy to take the
book, and to open the seals thereof; for thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation ; and hast made us unto our
God kings and priests ; and we shail reign on the earth.

Taere is such harmony, beauty, and knowledge n
every part of the word of God, that the Bible student,
whose heart is interested in the same, has often, while
reading, been led to stop and admire the order, wisdom,
and light which burst upon his enraptured vision, at the
unfolding of the figures and truths which until that mo-
ment, perhaps, lay in darkness, doubt, and obscurity, and
seemed to be wrapped up in a mysterious veil {hat al-
most makes the reader quail, and come to the cénclu-

‘ _ gion that he is treading on forbidden ground ¥but, perhaps,

in an unexpected moment, the inspired penman, seem-
ingly having anticipated our ignorance or darkness,
throws out a spark of that live coal which had touched
his lips, and our darkness is dispelled, ignorance vanishes
before the fulness of knowledge of the ward of God,
and we stand reproved and admonish~d for our stupidit;
and ignorance in the figures and truths before explaine
Our text is a brilliant spark of that fire which 1s upon
the altar between the cherubims, and gives us a clear
ray of light to discover the allusion of the figures con-
tained in the fourth and fifth chapters of this Book. Tt is

. conveyed unti) us by way of a chorus, like the angel’s

1 »
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song at the birth of our Savior in Bethlehem of Judes,
It explains to us in & divine song what tho four beasts
are, and gives a key to unlock the mystery of the twenty-
four elders, and clearly shows who opens the seals of
the book. I shall, in illustrating this subject, inquire
1. Who they were that sung this new song ;
II. Show the song, and the occasion of it; and,
JII. Speak of the reign and the place where.
I. We are to inquire who are the singers in this
d chorus, The ﬁrophet calls them #the four
easts,” or, a8 it might have been more properly transla-
ted, four animate beings; and the «four and twenty
elders,” he also calls them « saints,” See the 8th verse,
« And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and
four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, hav-
(i)ﬁg every one of them harps and golden vials full of
ors, which are the prayers of the saints.” Then comes
in our text, “ And they sung ® new song,” &c. The
four beasts is a figurative representation of the whole
New Testament church, not only in character, but in
chronology, representing the four different stages of trial
through which the church should pass in her pilgrimage
in the wilderness of this world, before she would enter
the visible kingdom of her glorious Redeemer, the New
Jerusalem, and reign on the earth. And every individ-
ual Christian, who may live any length of time after his
convepion, passes through some or all of these states of
trial. # The four and twenty elders are the twelve patri-
archs; which arc sometimes called prophels, and the
twelve’ a; es of the Lamb. For it is said, we are
built on the prophets and apostles, Jesus Christ being
the chief corner-stone ; and figuratively it may represent
the faithful and true ministers of Jesus Christ, the same
" as the twenty-four courses of the priesthood under the
Jewish economy. See 1 Chron. xxiv.7—19. Angd the
four_beasts are typified by the four grand divisions of
the Jewish camp under Lfoses. The first, on the east,
was 10 follow the standard of Judah ; that on the south
side, and second in the march, was the standard of Reu-
ben; on the west side, Ephraim, and his, was the third
standard in the march; on the north side was Dan’s,
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state; for John, in the next verses, carries us mto the
eternal state of the righteous,

12th verse, « Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.
And every creature which 1s in heaven, apd on the
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea,
and all that are in them, heard 1 saying, Blessing, and
honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto tae Lamb forever and ever.
And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and
twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth
forever and ever.” Nothing can be more evident than
that John here saw the whole family of the redeemed,
as they will be after the first resurrection; for he gives
the several situations of every part of the whole family
as they actually wepe, that is, in body, or the situation
of their bodies at that very time when he was writing,
“every creature,” that is, in person, in their bodies, as
they will be after the resurrection; not all mankind, as’
some vainly suppose, but those who are redeemed, or
who may hereafter be redeemed, % out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation” See our text. If
it had been “ all nations,” &c., he would not have said,
“out of)” &c. Therefore we must take the whole in
connection. But John saw every creature whose bolies
then were some of them in heaven, as Enoch and Elijah;
every creature who was then alive on the earth, like him-
gelf and brethren; every body of the saints that had
slept and been buried under ground, or in the sea, and
all the saints who were yet in the loins of their fathers. -
In one word, he saw the whole general assembly, and
church of the first born, whose names were written in
the Lamb’s book of life. These four beasts are the same
living creatures which Isaiah saw when he had & view _
of the glory of God. lsa. vi.1—3,“In the year that
king Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord sitting upon #
throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.
Abgve it stood the seraphims ; each one had six wings:
wit.g twain he covered his face, and with twain he
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represented by the four and twenty elders and the four
beasts. 1 shall now{ %

JI. Show what we may understand by the new song,
and the occasion of it.

The prophet John had been led by the angel throu
seven different stages of the church, by the vision of the
mystery of the seven stars and seven golden candlesticks,
under the name of the seven churches of Asia, which
ought to be understood symbolically down to the time
when the judge stands at the door ready to enter in to
the supper of the great God, when all wicked flesh will be
destroyed, and till the marriage supper of the Lamb
arrives, when all the riqhteous will be raised, enter into
the giorified state, and live and reign with him on earth.
‘Then it is perfectly naturdl that after we had read the
history of the church through all her trials, persecutions,
and imperfections, we should be led to see her deliver-
ance on the other side of the banks of Jordan, or beyond
the power of death, and to hear a part, at least, of that
new song which no man can sing unless he is redeemed
from the earth. :

In the second and third chapters of Revelation, we
have the history of the church, as I have endeavored to
show in my lectures on the churches. In the fourthand
fifth chapters we have a view of the glorified state, and
the characters given of those who will etgfy the privilege
of that state, the song which will employ the golden harps,
and the place where. The characters I have already

iven. The song is represented as a new .~ Itis new

ecause it is sung only in that state where all things are
madenew. See 2 Pet.iii. 13, % Nevertheless we, accord-
ing to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness.” Rev. xxi. 5, *“ And he
that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things
new.” ow John saw, in Rev. iv. 2, the same throne,
‘and him that sat upon it, and in the verse above quoted
he speaks a3 though he had mentioned before ¢ him that
gat upon the throne.” And as he has not mentioned him
in this ] age in any other place, we mdy have strong
reason to believe that the time and subject matter is the
same in the 4th chapter of Revelation as in the 21st

LS
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chapter. Again: we are expressly told that no man
could learn the new song, but those who are redeemed
from the carth, Rev. xiv. 3. And redemption from the
earth is no where spoken of until the resurrection of the
body. Christ says, in Linke xxi. 27, 28, ¥ And thenshall
they see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power
and great glory. And when these things begin to come
to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, for your
redemption draweth nigh” And Paul says, Rom. wii.
23, “« Even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting
for tire adoption, to wit, the redemption of our bodies®
In this state they can sing, « For thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.” [t is also
a holy song ; for they cry, “and rest not day and night,
saying, Holy, holy, holy Liord God Almighty, which was,
and is, and is to come.” The church in this state are
not all holy ; they have but a faint view of the holiness
of God’s character, his law or government ; neither could
they endure the sight ; for when God has seen fit to re-
veal a small part of his holiness, men have fainted under
it. Isaiah cried out, « Woe is me.” [zekiel fell upon
his face, Ezek. i. 28. Daniel’s’ comeliness was turped
into corruption, so that ho retained no strength, Dan.
x. 8. Therefore it is evident that this holy song can
only be sung in a state of immortality, when we shall
be holy, even as God is holy. This new and holy song
. will not cease, for they rest not day and night, which
proves it to be in the eternal state. And the dress and
crowns of the elders, % clothed in white raiment,” and
they had on their heads “crowns of gold,” and they
“cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art °
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and hionor, and power” —
all proves that the new song is sung after the second
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; for Paul tells us, that
a crown is laid up for him which the righteous Judge
shall give him at”thut day ; and not only him, but to all
themn also that love his appearing. So neither the elders
nor the beasts can sing this new song until the New
Jerusalem is formed, their bodies redeemed from the
earth, and they brought into the eternal state of the
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righteous, It will not be sung until the last child is
born into the kingdom — the last enemy conquered -
the elect gathered from the four winds of heaven, and
the cap stone brought forth, when the heavens will
ring with this general chorus. « Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord God Almighty : blessing, and honor, and glory, and
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb forever and ever ; and the four beasts will
say, Amen.”

IIL. 1shall now show the reign spoken of in our text,
and the place where.

There is much speculation at the present day on the
reign of Christ on the earth, which is promised in his
word, and in the text. Some have supposed that it
would be purely spiritual, by the Holy Spirit’s influence,
when all, or a large share of mankind who then should
be on the earth, would be regenerated and become the
subjects of his spiritual kingdom ; that there would be
no tempting devil to deceive, nor any kingdoms on the
earth, but what would be subject to Christ’s spiritual
reign, and the church would enjoy a long Sabbath of
rest; and the long-desired period of some who profess
to be the servants of Christ would come; when church
and state would be united, and war would cease to the
end of the world, and the world would increase in riches,
arts, and science to an amazing degree, beyond an{ thing
we have yet conceived; thousands would inhabit the
earth where there are but tens now, and man would live
to a good old age, and nations be born in a day. This
theory is the most rational one I have been able to dis-
cover, aside from the glorious reign of Christ with his
people in a state of immortality.

To the above theory I have many scriptural objections.
Although the advocates of this theory call it spiritual,
yet a large share, if not all, are temporal blessings of
this kingdom, and are exactly the same that the Jews
believed they should possess at Clrist's first coming.
Again: they must suppose, if this be true, that the
rulers of the world must all be Christians, or professedly
80, Then what must we say to Christ’s words, « My
kingdom is not of this world” ? and again, «In the
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world ye shall have tribulation”? The world hate you,
and if ye live godly, ye shall #uffer persecution, and
these (meaning the whole family of the redeemed) have
come out of much tribulation. How could those millions
who are born or live in this happy period, come out of
great tribulation? But where do the -advocates of the
above system prove their doctrine? Some pretend to
bring the same passages in the Old Testament that the
Jews did, to prove their temporal kingdom over the
Gentiles, and do not see that much of the Old Testa-
ment prophecy was, and has been fulfilled in its typical
sense. And it is very easy to show that the passages
they pretend to bring in the Old Testament were all
fulfilled 1800 years ago. ‘
But, if they had believed in this theory, would no
some of the New Testament writers have mentioned this
important period? Iremember, when I was but a child,
of hearing an old mimster of the gospel make a remark
like this:—« All the Old Testament prophecies,” said
he, “ which were not, fulfilled when Christ came in the
flesh, are carried into the New Testament, and further
explained.” 1 then thought there was reason and pro-
priety in the remark; Itiink so still, for the two wit-
nesses must and will agree. And where do the believ-
ers in this system bring us one word from Christ? Not
one. But we can show much to the contrary, The
parable of the tares and the wheat carries us to the end
of the world; and he expressly says, «Let them grow
together until the harvest.” I'ﬁ's prophecy and parables
in Matt. xxiv. and xxv. give us a prophecy until_his
second coming, and not a word about a happy period
previously, but much about lo heres, and lo theres, and -
wicked servants beating and bruising their fellow-ser-
vants, and eating and drinking with the drunken, saying
in their hearts, My Lord delayeth his coming. Can this
be a millennjum? No. . Too much devil in such con-
duct as this. Where does Paul, a very prominent writer,
give us a hint of these important things? He must have
understood the Old Testament as well as some, if not
all, of our modern divines, But he, too, has given the
reverse. In his epistle to the Thessalonians, he tells us
15
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lainly, ¢ Then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the
rd shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and de-
stroy by the brightness of his coming,” 2 Thess.ii. In
his 2 Thess. i., he tells them of the necessity of patience
and faith inall their persecutions and tribulations; which,
he says, is a manifest token of the righteous judgment
of God ; and then goes on to show Christ's coming, and
destruction of an ungodly world ; nothing that looks like
a millennium in this, or any part of Paul’s writings, be-
fore Christ's second coming. Where, then, shall we
find it in the New Testament? Perhaps they may say
in Rev. xx. ; but this chapter can never be given to them
until they do away the first resurrection; for all in that
chapter 13 after the first resurrection, and, of course, is
after the personeal and second coming of the Savior; and °
all the arguments to do away or destroy the word resur-
rection are so futile and weak that it needs no argument
to refute them; for what could do it in that place might
in every other case, and we should be Sadducees at
once. James, Peter, and Jude mention the last days in
their episties, and describe them as being very wicked,
yet make no mention of & day of the spread of the gos-
pel in this wonderful manner. James speaks of their
heaping up treasures for the last days. ¢ Behold, the
hire of the laborers who have reaped down your fields,
which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth ; and the cries
of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of
the Lord of Sabaotk. Ye have lived in pleasure on the
earth, and been wanton: ye have nourished your hearts
as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed
the just; and he doth not resist you. Be Jmtient, there-
fore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord, for the com-
ing of the Lord draweth nigh.” Can this be the niillen-
nium? No! unless proud, earthly pleasure, wantonness,
and murder, are the spirit of their millennium. Yet, if
it is temporal, this would be the most likely fruits, if we
judge of the future by the past; for the greater the tem-
poral blessings, the greater is man’s rebellion. Read
the second and third chapters of 2 Peter, where he ex-
pressly speaks of the last days. % Kunowing this first,
that there shall come, in the last days, scoffers, walking
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after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the gromise_
of his coming?” &c., eing with what Christ said the
wicked ministers would be doing when he comes. They
would say in their hearts, My Lord delayeth his coming.
Can there be this happy time described in the above
theory? All must answer, No. Then let this suffice as
answer to the ahove theory, until our opponents prove
their own sentiments by the word. There are many
more branches of the above system, but none that I have
seen but are liable to the same objections.

1 shall now undertake to prove that this reign is in the
immortal state, after the resurrection; that Christ will
be present with his people, and, of course, personally,
and that it will be on the earth.

I. Then I am to prove that it will be immortal after
the resurrection. .

The present reign is called, in Scripture, a reign of
grace; “So might grace reign through righteousness
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” ~This rej
has been ever since Christ was in the world, for 1
years past. We shall now show that this reign must
continue until after the resurrection of the dead. See
1 Cor. xv. 23—26; «But every man in his own order;
Christ the first fruits, (resurrection ;) afterwarda they that
are Christ’s at his coming. Then cometh the end, when
he shall have given up the kingdom to God, even the
Father; when he shall put down all rule, and all author-
ity and power. For he must reign till he hath put all
enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be
destroyed .is death.” Here we have plain Scripture that
the same reign of grace must continue unto eternal life ;
and. in the other text, until the resurrection of them that
are Christ’s, and death, the last enemy to the church, is
destroyed. Where, then, shall we get in a spiritual or
temporal reign? We see evidently there is no change
of the reign of Christ in the gospel or grace, from the
apostles’ days until the time comes when'the saints shall
possess the kingdom in the immortal state. Paul says,
Rom, v. 17, « For if by one man’s offence death reigned
by one, much more they which receive abundance of
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. e and of the gift of righteousness, shall reign in life

y one, Jesus Christ.” Here the saints are promised to
reign after the gift of righteousness, (which the righteous
Judge shall give all those who love his appearing at that
day,) in life, that is, eternal life. See 21st verse. 1 Pe-
ter v. 4, “ And when the chief Shepherd shall appear,

e shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not.away.”

'his must, of course, be in the immortal state, for it
fadeth not away.

II. That Christ will be present with his people in a
state of immortality, can hardly be doubtetr when we
read such texts as these:—John xii. 24, “If any man
serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also
shall my servant be.” Again, John xiv. 3; “ And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come agein and

.receive you to myself; that where I am there ye may ba-

also.” So much for Christ’s promise to his disciples.
-And now let us read his prayer to his Father on this
point, John xvii, 24, “Father, I will that they, also,
whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that
they may behold my glory.” Paul says, 1 Thess. iv. 17,
“ And so shall we ever be with the Lord.” ¢ For it doth
not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that
when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; for we shall
see him as he is.” Our text says, “ And hast made us
unto our God kings and priests” Rev. xx. 4, 6, “And
they lived and reigned with Christ.” ¢ And shall reign
with him.” xxi. 8, “« And I heard a great voice out of
heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and ke will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be
their God.”

IIL “ And we shall reign on the earth,” says our tex*,
Not under its present dispensation, but after it is cleansed
by fire; after the wicked are destroyed by fire, as the
antediluvians were by water, after the resurrection of the
saints, and when Christ’s prayer, taught to his disciples,
shall be answered, Thy will be dane on carth, even as in
heaven” When the bride has made berself ready, and
married to the bridegroom, he will then move- her ints
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the New Jerusalem state, prepared as a bride adorned
for ner husband, where we shall reign with him forever
and ever on the new earth and in the new heavens;
and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes,
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain; for the
former things are passed away.” Then the whole
earth “ ghall be full of his glory ;” and then, as says the
prophet Isaiah, liv. 5, « For thy Maker is thine husband ;
the Lord of Hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel; the God of the whole earth shall
he be called.”

And then, my dear hearer, if you have had your heart -
broken off from sin; if you have by faith been united in
spirit to the Lamb of God ; if you have patiently endured
tribulation and persecution for his name,—then you will
live and reign with him on the earth, and this earth will
be regenerated by fire and the power of God, the cursed
destroyed, sin, pain, crying, sorrow, and death banished
from the world, and mortality clothed upon by immor-
tality, death swallowed up in victory. . You will rise l'lE
in that genera} assembly, and clapping your hands wi
joK; cry, % Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is now come.” Then you will be
in a situation to join the grand chorus, and sing the new
song, saying, “ Thou art worthy, for thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, and hast
made us unto our God kings and priests, and we shall
reign on the earth, saying, with a loud voice, Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and homor, and glory, and
blessing.” And all who meet in that grand assembly
will be then heard to shout, “ Blessing, and honor, and
glory, and power be unto him that sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb forever and ever.” And methinks I
can now see every one who loves our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ in this assembly, rising upon their feet, and
in one united prayer of faith, crying, “ Come, Lord Jesus,
O come quickly. ’
15¢
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But you, O impenitent man or woman, where will
you be then? When heaven shall resound with the
mighty song, and distant realms shall echo back the
sound, where, tell me, where will you be then? In hell !
O think! I hell! a dreadful word!* Once more think!
In hell! lifting up your eyes, being in torment. Stop,
minner; think! In Zell ! where shall be weeping, wail-
ing, and gnashing of teeth. Stop, sinner, stap ; consider
on your latter end. In hell! “where the beast and
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night
forever and ever.” [ entreat of you to think — in hell !
1 know you hate to hear the word. It sounds too harsh.
There i8 no music in ‘it. You say it grates L:Eon the
ear. But think, when: it grates upon the soul, the con-
science, and the ear, and not by sound only, but & dread
reality, when there can be no respite, no cessation, no
deliverance, no hope! You will then think, yes, of this
warning, of'a thousand others, perhaps of this hour, with
many more that are lost; yes, worse than lost, that
have been squandered in earthly, vain, and transitory
mirth, have been abused ; for there have been many hours
the Spirit strove with you, and you prayed to be excused.
There was an hour when -conscience spake; but you
stopped your ears and would not hear. There was a
time when judgment and reason whispered ; but you soon
drowned their cry by calling in. some aid against your
own soul. To judgment and reason you have opposed
will and wit, and said, « in kell,” was only in the grave. In
this vain citadel, on this frail house of sand, you will
build. until the last seal is broken, the last trump will
sound, the last woe be pronounced, and the last vial be
poured upon the earth. Then, impenitent man or woman,
you will awake in everlasting woe! .

Be warned ; repent; fly, fly for succor to the ark of
God, to Jesus Christ, the Lamb that once was slain, that
you might live, for he is worthy to receive all honor,

ower, and glory. Believe, and you shall live. Obey
1is word, his spirit, his calls, his invitations ; there is no
time for delay ; put it not off, I beg of you ; no, not for a
moment. Do you want to join that heavenly choir and
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sing the new song ? Then come in God's appointed
way; repent. Do you want a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens? Then join in heart and
soul this happy people, whose God is the Lord. Do yon
want an interest in the New Jerusalem, the beloved
city? 'Then set-your face as a flint Zion-ward ; become
a tpilgﬁm in the good old way. « Beek first the kingdom
of heaven,” says Christ, “ and then all these things shall
be added unto you.”



LECTURE XII.

REV. v. 5.

And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, the root of David, hath prevailed to open the book -
and to loose the seven seals thereof.

TaE book of Revelation has been called by taousands
a sealed book ; and many a dear saint, while in this im-

rfect state of vision and knowledge, has wept much,
geecause they could not read and understand the book.
For it is very evident that the book of Revelation is not
only interesting in its symbolical and mystical descrip-
tions, natural scenery, and figurative language, but it is
rich in truth, and the commaunication of events then hid
under the veil of futurity, and would only be unfolded
to the natura) visions of men, many to come. John
has written this book after the laws of nature; that is,
he has seemed to copy after some of the richest and
most picturesque scenes in nature’s laws. He hes, in
revealing truths to our minds, followed the same stcady
course that fountains of water do in their course to the
sea. He begins as'it were back upon the mountains,
where the head may be but a fountain, and there gives
us o description of the source. He then glides gently
along through the vale below, winding between hills and
mountains, visiting in his course the hamlets of the
peasant, the villages of men, the populous towns and
cities of commerce, until he lands us or leaves us in the
ocean of eterni:y. At first, he appears to be describing
some bubbling fountain or gentle spring, and swelling _

.,\ ‘
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in 1nportance as ne proceeds, brings in and adas every
important stream of event, deepens and widens in hia
sourse, until he makes his prophetic history like a deep
lowing river, bearing upon its bosom the gallant ships
wnd galley with oars. At first, he describes a pebbly
srook murmuring along the hills, now and then bursting
mto view with some gentle fall, then gliding softly
away, until it meets some rugged head-land, shifts its
sourse, and almost seems to retrace its path; then, sud-
denly bursting from the hills in cataracts of foam, bound-
ing from rock to rock, leaping into the vale below, he
seems to follow the alluvial flats and receives his
streams, winds on his way, until it falls at its
woutn by a tremendous leap into a gulf of waters, and
s swallowed up in the waves of the sea.
Four times the Revelation seems to bring us down in
w8 manner, 08 though he had begun on one mountain,

and traced f 3 of history down to the
great ocean e river of Eden, which
watered the four heads of four great

which watered dnd encompassed the whole land,
different points of the compass, but falling at last

o e ocean, Gen. ii. 10—14; and all these having
seven tributary si@gams in their course. The seven
ig a history of the church of Christ in

1er seven 1er windings and turnings, in all
from the days of the apos
iles down to ~the world. The seven seals are

of the powers-and kings of
church, and God’s protection of his
same time.. The seven
peculier and heavy
Roman kingdom. And the seve:
sent upon Papal Rome.
other events, woven in like
up the grand river of proph-
in the ocean of
of John’s pmggecy n e
nan who wishes to understand
knowledge of other parts
and metaphors used
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in this prophecy, are not all explained in the same, but
must be found in other prophets, and explained in other
gassages of Scripture. Therefore it is evident that God
as designed the study of the whole, even to obtaina

clear knowledge of any part. 1 shall then pursue the
following method : —

I. Explain the book. which was in the right hand of
him who sat on the throne.

II. Give the history of the seven seals, and their
opening. .

I. I am to explain what is meant by the book. \

The book i8 often spoken of in the word of God.
Sometimes we hear it spoken of as a little book, open,
in the hands of the angel ; and sometimes it is command-
ed to be sealed up ; and sometimes to be unloosed, as in
our text. The question arises, What can this book mean ?
It cannot mean the book of Revelation, for John was’
commanded not to seal the sayings of . this book, Rev.
xxii. 10. Neither could it be the prophecies, for they
were commanded to be read every Sabgnth day by the
Jews, and were so read. Yet John tells us, in our con-
text, “ That no man, neither in heaven, nor in earth, nor
under ‘the earth, was able to open the book, neither to
look thereon; and I wept much, bggause no man was
found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to
Jook thereon.” We see, plainly, that it could not apply
to the law, nor the prophets, to the Old o1 New Testa-~
ments, for these were committed to the Jews, and also
unto us Gentiles, and were to be read by all men; but
this book they could not open, read, nor look thereon.
There is one more book which answers to John’s de-
scription, which no man, neither in heaven, nor on earth,
nor under the earth, has yet been able to look™ thereon,
or open and read, as we have any account of ; and which,
according to the whole tenor of the Scripture, will never
be opened, read, or looked upon, until the last seal is
broken, and the judgment sits., “ And I saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God ; and the books were
opened ; and another book was whkich i3 the book
¢f life; and the dead were ju 5ed out of those thinga
which were written in the books.” In this book, which
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is called the book of life, the names of all the redeemed
in heaven, in earth, or under the earth, are written,
which are not known to any man, neither will be known,
until the last seal is broken open; for the judgment will
declare who is on the Lord’s side. For the apostle tells
us, plainly, ¥ Our lives are hid with Christ in God ; that,
when he appears, then we shall appear with him in glo-
ry.” And John tells us, Rev. xxi. 26, 27, « And they
shall bring the glory and honor of the nations into it,
and there shall In no wise enter into it any thing that
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or
maketh a lie; but they whick are written in the Lamb’s
book q{)‘ elife”” % And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life, was cast into the lake of fire.” Again:
“ And they whose names were not written in the book
of life, from the foundation of the world, shall wonder,”
&c. This book, although we are abundantly informed
there is one, in the right hand of him that eitteth upon
the throne, no man, as we are any where informed, has
been able to look upon it, or open it, or to read its con-
tents. 'This, then, 18 the book, on account of which
John wept to know its contents. And so it has been
with all Christians. They are anxious to know whether
their names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. But
you must first learn, my dear brother in Christ, to live by
faith ; and faith, too, founded on the book in which you can
look — of which you may read the promises, the proph-
ecies, and commands. But into the book of life you can
never look, until the Lamb of God shrall open the seventh
seal, and the righteous dead be raised, to meet with the
dear Savior in that world of glory, when the book will
be opened in the presence ofg the universe, and he will
own you a8 his, and crown you with joy unspeakable and
full of glory. . o

II. 1 shall now give the history of the seven seals,
with the time of their opening. Afier the prophecy of
the seven churches, in the 2d and 3d chapters of Reve-
lation, John has a view of the heavenly host, singing the
grand. song, and gives us a description of the heavenly
choir, and a part of the song. He likewise introduces
the book, sealed with seven seals, and shows who can
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gpen tho book, in the fourth and fifth chapters. These
we have attended to, in a former lecture. .

We shall now begin with the sixth chapter, 1st verse,
« And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals;
and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the
four beasts, saying, Come and see. And I saw, and be-
hold, a white horse, and he that sat on him had a bow;
and a crown was given unto him; and he went forth
conquering and to conguer.” The “ beast,” in this pas-
sage, is the first, which was like & lion, representing the
church in its first state, in the days of the apostles, when
the church went every where, preaching the word, bold as
alion. The white horse,and him that sat upon him, rep-
resent Jesus Christ going forth in the power of the gos-
pel. This is prove§ by the passage, Rev. xix. 11—13,
% And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse ;
and he that sat upon him was called Faithfu) and True,
and in righteousness he .doth judge and make war. His
eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many
crowns; and he had a name written that no man knew
but he himself, and he was clothed in a vesture dipped
in blood; and his name is called The Word of God.”
This is the same personage as the other, and both places
represent the same thing, only the first description 1s rep-
resenting the spread of the gospel in the beginning of
the gospel day, the other at the end of the gospel period,
under which we are now living. Therefore the first seal
opens with the promulgation of the gospel, as the last
will be closed by the same. 3d and 4th verses, “ And
when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second
beast say, Come and see. And there went out another
borse, that was red ; and power was given to him that
sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they
should kill one another ; and there was given unto him a
great sword.” The red horse denotes blood and carnage,
and has reference to the times of persecution in the days
of Nero and other Roman emperors, and answers to the
game time as the Siyrna church. ¢ Given unto him a
great sword,” shows that the power would have great an-
thority. The second beast spoken of in this passage is
the representation of the church, which was rike a calf,



CHRIST'S SECOND COMING. 181

showing that the church would be given to the slaughter,
like a calf fatted for the market, during the period of the
opening of this seal, which period lasted until about A.
D. 318, when Constantine put a period to the persecu-
tions of the Christians.

5th and 6th verses, “ And when he had opened the
third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see.
And I beheld, and lo, a black horse; and he that sat
apon him had a pair of balances in his hand.” And I
heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A
measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of
barley for a penny, and see thou hurt not the ojl and the
wine” The third beast, which represents the church,
under this seal, had a face as a man, and shows that the
church would be like a natural man, proud, haughty,
independent, selfish, ambitious, covetous, and worldly.
This seal was opened in the days of Constantine, when
religion became popular, and was a stepping-stone to
power; and this seal agrees with the Pergamos church,
as to time and place. The black borse denotes error
and darkness; and when the church became connected
with worldly power and wisdom, she lost };:}‘ erity of
doctrine and practice, and adopted, in her créed, maxims
and principles congenie] with the natural heart, and
forms and ceremonies r show and parade, rather than
the humbling and cross-bearing life of the followers of
Jesus. The balances denoted that religion and civil
power would be united in the person who would ad-
minister the executive power in the government, and
that he would claim the judicial authority both in church
and state. This was true among the Roman emperors,
from the days of Constantine until the reign of Justin-
1an, when he gave the same judicial power to the bishop
of Rome. The measures of wheat and barley for a
penny denote that the members of the church would
. be eagerly engaged after worldly goods, and the love of
money would be the prevailing spirit of the times, for
they would dispose of any thing for money. The oil
and wine denote the graces of the Spirit, faith and love,
and there was great ger of hurting these, under the
influence of so énuch worldly spirit. And it is well at~

1
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tested, by all historians, that the prosperity of the church
in this age produced the corruptions which finally ter-
minated in the falling away, and setting up the anti-
Christian abominations. .
7th and 8th verses, “ And when he had opened the
fourth seal, I heard the fourth beast say, Come and see.
And 1 looked, and behold, a pale horse, and his name that
sat on him was Death, and hell followed with him; and
power was given unto them over the fourth part of the
earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with
death, and with beasts of the earth.” The fourth seal
opened in the year A. D. 538, when anti-Christ first
arose, for the fourth beast was likea ﬂ{ing eagle. “And
to the woman was given two wings of an eagle, that she
might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she
is nourished for a time, times, and a half, from the face
of the serpent.” The pale horse is named, in this pas-
sage, death. And hell followed, showing us plainly that
it 1s the anti-Christian power which would have the
ascendency over one fourth part of the earth, during the
opening of this seal. «Power was given unto them,”
shows conclusively that it is the same power mentioned
in Rev. xiii.2—5, “ And the dragon gave him his power,
and his seat, and great authority.”” « And there was
given him a mouth speaking great things and blasphe-
mies ; and power was given unto him to continue forty
and two months.” Again, 7th verse, And it was given
unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome
them; and power was given him over all kindreds, and
tongues, and nations.” In our text he says, “ Power was
given them to kill with the sword,” that 13, to make war,
which was fulfilled in Europe, when the papal power
gent out large armies to exterminate the heretics; as
they were called, who would not worship the beast or
his image. “And with hunger;” this was fulfilled by
the same power imprisoning and starving to death many
thousands of persons who were suspected of opposition
to her ungodly pretensions. “ And with death;” in-
venting the most cruel and bloody means of torture that
were ever imposed upon our world; to inflict death, in -
every possible shape thet men or devils could invent
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thousands and tens of thousands suffered death under
the most excruciating torments that the Inquisition could
devise. “« And with the beasts of the earth;” after
they had glutted their thirst for blood in every possible
shape that man could inflict, thousands were thrown to
ferocious beasts, to be destroyed by them. The time
and place of the opening of this seal we cannot be mis-
taken in. It must have been during the bloody and
persecuting reign of the papal church.,

9th—11th verses, “ And when he had opened the fifth
sez], I saw under the altar the souls of them that were
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which
they held ; and they cried with a loud voice, saying, How
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And
white robes were given unto every one of them; and it
was said unto them that they should rest yet for a little
geason, until their fellow-servants also, and their breth-
ren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfil-
led.” On the opening of the fifth seal, there is no beast
to say, “ Come and see,” for this very good reason— the
church has not changed her position, and is yet in the
wilderness, like the flying eagle. Therefore, under the
fourth beast, the church 1s likewise under the control of
the same anti-Christian power as under the fourth seal,
but the difference appears to be only in one thing — the
church appears to enjoy a little respite from her persecu-
tin% enemy ; and it would seem by the language of the
souls of the martyrs that they are now locking for a day
of vengeance, which God hath promised upon them who
warshipped the beast or his image; and the inquiry is,
How long before this day of vengeance will come? The
answer is given to these praying souls to rest a little sea-
son, and they are informed there must be one more day or
little season of persecution, when their brethren must be
killed in like manner with themselves; and when that is
accomplished, they would then experience the last prom-
ise of God, the resurrection. This seal was opened
about the beginning of the 18th century, A. D. 1700
when the bloody persecutions against Protestants ceased,
and the nations of the world began to enjoy religious
freedom.
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19th—17th verses, « And I beheld when he had open
ed the sixth seal, and lo, there was a great earthquake.’
On the opening of this seal there is a great earthquake
This earthquake is spoken of in other places in this book
and alludes to the French revolution; and of course this
seal opened about A. D. 1790. « And the sun becam¢
black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as
blood.” Sun sometimes denotes rulers or kings, as in
the case of Joseph’s dream, when the sun, moon and
stars made obeisance to him, meaning his father, head
over all Isreel, his mother, and his brethren ; for where
the king is called the sun, the queen is called the moon,
and inferior rulers are called sfars, as Christ is called
sun of righteousness, because he is king of Zion. The
church is called the moon, because she is the bride of
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in the same situation they were in before the revolution.
“ And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the
rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men,
and every bondman, and every freeman, hid themselves
in the dens, and in the rocks of the mountains, and said
to the rocks and mountains, Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb.” : .

It is a well-known fact to all who are conversant with
the history of the French revolution, that almost every
king in Europe had to flee from his kingdom during the
space of about five and twenty years: the king of Por-
tugal to Brazil; the king of Spain to France ; theking of
France fled to England; the Pope died in exile; the king
of Sardinia left his kingdom and fled to the island of Sar-
dinia ; the king of Naples to the island of the same name;
the king of Austria left his capital ; and the king of Prussia
took shelter under Russia ; the emperor of all the Russias
left Moscow toits fate ; and Bonaparte himself fled to the
island of Elba,and died s prisoner on St. Helena. The
great men and chief captains, and all orders and degrees
-of men, had to flee from the land of their fathers, and seek
2n asylum among strangers. So true was this passage of
Seripture fulfilled that many writers and divines actually
supposed that it was the last great battle and supper of
the great God. «For the great day of his wrath is
come, and who shall be able to stand?” The sixth seal
is not yet wholly opened; for it is evident that we are
carried down to the last day, the great day of wrath
which will immediately follow the sealing time which
he gives us in the next chapter.

v. vil. 1, “And after these things I saw four angels
standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the
four winds of the earth, that it should not blow on the
earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.” Daniel tells us,
vii. 2, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four
winds of the heaven strove upon