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BAJWI STUDIES BULIZ1'Df 

Thia BwJ.,t.in ii prbari.l¥ dHigned to tacllitate coaaunication between 

tboH uong ua engaaed 1n Baha'i Studiea.It 1a hoped that it 1111 noln into 

the Bulletin ot an Association tor tbe Study ot the Bii?I IJ)d Bahi•I Religions 
(or the like) and be betittingl7 published rather than photoetaticall7 nprod

-uced. 
The eucoeH ot thb Bulletin obvioual.7 depends on your 1upport and ¥illing

-n .. , to contribute.A steady and sustained nov ot scholarl.7 toatri.butiona 1a 

Yital 91pecially 11Jloe there are 10 tew ot us.Th• toll.owing lilt ii intended 

only to ,erv• u an indication ot th• nature and scope ot contributions that 

would be wlcomed-1 

a) Articl11 or short note, IOhether hiatorical,methodological,sociological, 
doctrinal or theological,etc., 

b) Bibliographical •••11• or not111 
c)Copies ot generall7 unavailable letters or tablet, ot the Bab,Baha'u'llah, 

0 Abdu•l-Baha or Shodti Ettandi IOhether in the origiJlal language(■) or in 
tran1lation1 

d)Noticea ot recentl7 published book,,articlea and reviews,etc.; • 

e)Previoual7 unpublished note, or docwmnta; 

t)Report, ot work in progreaa or ot seminare and contennces nlating 
directly or indiNctl.7 to BabI-Bahi•r etucliH, 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The aubacript.ion ratee an as tollow1-1 

Within UX £).SO.p, per i11ue inc,poetaa,. 
Within Europe £).75,p, per iuue inc.poetage. 
Reet ot World £S.OO.per i11ue inc.poetaae. 

Subscribers resident in the USA and Canada ehould eend their aubscriptione 
to Hr.Richard HolliJlger 1710 S.Barry.fJLoe Angelee,CA 90025.IJSA (at a rate 
to be announced b7 hi.al ) . 

F.ditorial Note 

Once again I must apologise for the delay in 
producing this issue of the Bulletin. Please note 
that certain contributions contained within it were 
written some months ago and that it is dated Sept. 

• 1985- following Vol. 3.No.2. dated Sept. 1984. 
Vol.3. No.4. (Pee. 1985) is just about ready for 
distribution.It is hoped that future issues will come 
out quarterly as planned. Distribution delays may 
however, be experienced. 

All subscriptions(apart from US and Canada: see 
opposite), correspondence and contributions should 
be sent to me at the following address: 

stephen Lambden 
Dept. of Religious Studies, 
The University of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Newcastle upon Tyne., NE l 7RU., 
England., U.K. 
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SO!E TIIOOOlfl'S 00 nlE ESl'ABLISHMENl' OF A PERKAHmT BA.HA I I STUDIES Cl!NTRE 

AND RESEARCII INSTITlrl'E. 

It 1• the purpose ot these notes to initiate diacussion on the 

question ot the preaent atate and tuture ~slibilitiea ot Bahai{ 

Studies; in particular the urgent need to aet up one or more parmament 

Baha'i{ St.udie ■ Centre and Resaarch Inetituto ottering a tull or part 

time 2 or 3 7ear 1cholarl:, cour■e on watem acadaic lines, 

Since the late 1960•• a new generation ot academicall7 oriented 

Bahf•{ 1cholare haa -rged in varloua part.a ot the wrld, moat notabl7 

Europe and the United state, and Canada.A■ certain or the■e scholar, 

are well qualified graduate, ot departrpenta ot 0.riectal/Re~igious/ 

Theological Studiea in Western Univers1t1ea and have acquired an expert 

knowledge in B(b{-Bah{ 1{ studilla it wuld aeem to be a good time to 

initiate diacuaaion. It h alao the caae that a not inconsiderable number 

ot Baha'i{, ardentlydeaire to bet.rained in the acholarl:, approach to 

the study ot their Faith and that the emergence of the Bah(,{ Faith 

troca obacurit7 necusitatu the training of Bdt{ acholare capable of 

dialogue with the academic and intellectual wrld. 

It ae-■ to me that the aetting up of a Bahat{ Studie, Centre and 

Research Inst.itute (• BSCRi ) could quit.a ea1ll7 be accoaaplhhed in 

th• Weat, It might have a 1111&11 ( 2-4 ) tull-time teaching and research 

at.art dedicated to turtherina an acideiil1c Bah{,{ &cholarihip.Idaally 

a BSCRI 1hould have it.a own librarr and prem.iaea' and be funded by the 

BahiC1{ International Community: but might 1nit1all7 be linked with an 
accredited Wast.em UniYersit7. Apart from conducting 'scholarly researches 

a lull or part time 2-3 year. scholarly cour■e could be ottered t,o 

suitable stu~ents. 
ahould be given 

Serious attention.l\to the question or acholarly Bah&'{ studies by the 

Bahft{ International Communit.7 tor a multitude of reaeons- that will not 

all be l'ully discussed or mentioned here. 

Firstly,it ah~uld be borne in mind that at present no lull-ti"" fwlding 

or research tacilitiee exiat tor individuals "10 wish to aerve their Faith 

in a scholarl,y capacity and that no institution• exist that a1equately 

consolidate and coordinate the emergent academic Balla'{ Scholarship. 

The now internationally organised Association For &ha•{ Studies 

(centered in Canada since 1981 and originally the Canadian A,sociation 

For Studiea on the Bah(•{ Faith [established in 1974 ) ) undoubtedly 

eervea a useful and important !unction. lt achieves important object

·-ivea ( see Appendix below ) but ditrers in its orientw1on and 

terms ot reference troaa the kind or BSCRI that would suitably conaql

-idate and l'llrther an academically Wormed Bah(•( scholarship. 

An a~ademic Baba°'•{ scholarship wuld be beat furthered by academies 

trained in acholarly diaciplinea fwldamental to the tield of Babf-

Baha•! studiea1 i.e. Oriental Stu:liea or Rellgl.oua Studies, There 1s ol'ten 

a great ditterence in acholarly term• between an academically informed 

Baha•! acholarahip and the scholarly writings of Bahl•(s trained in 

(tor example) the sciences. This 1a to some extent illustrated by the inter

-eating though academically inadequate reaponl8 of two Bahl 1(a to 

Denis llacEoin 1a The Babi Concept. or Holy War ( aee Religion (1982)12 

pp.93-129 and [19s5f 15,pp.29-51 ). 1• It Baha11a wish to dialogue with 

academics who challenge apparent]J- 11orthodox 11 Baha'i perspectives it 

will be neceaa&17 tor them to Coater an academic Baha'i scholarship. The 

tield ot Babf--Bah&'f studies on an academic level h a specialist and self

contained diacipllne. Oriental BaJia:1{a learned in the ''traditional sense" 

gen·erally operate intellectuall7 within a ditrerent 'universe of discourse• 

from weatem trained academics learned in Oriental/Ielalllic/ Religious 

Studies.Occidental Baha'!e who have •read books' aomet1mes i.magine them

-selvu experta in matt.era religioua despite their ignorance of modern 

academic reaearchoa and methodologies and or the Persian and Arabic lang

-uages,Ky intention here ii not. to criticize "traditional" Baha'i learning, 

picture Baha'ie ( God forbid ) as being uninformed or unduly ex.alt a western 

type academ.iciam but to highlight the difference between a professional 
,,. ,, ; ,, 

academic Baha'i scholarship and general Baha'i intellectual standards, 
r , • 

Al time goes on the Baha'i world will be increasingly in need of academ-

-ical]J- trained experta in Babi-Bah;if" studies, Thia tor both internal 

and external reaeona. The aetting up ot a BSCRI would go aoaae way 

towvda initiating and perpetuatins a tradition ot academic Bahar[ 

scholarship, 

I• A ruponae by Denis llacEoin to Muhamnad Aman and William Hatcher• s 
article 1 ■ tprthcoming in Religion. Though I by no means agree with 
all the point.a made by KacEoin hia f.orthcom.ing article does highlight 
the need fora 11111ch more adequate Baha•! scholarship. 



In the field or rellgioUll , achol&rahip Baha1 ! intellectuals generally 

have much to learn and important tasks to undertake. Though,ror example, 

a learned Bahl•! 11 theology" or the problea or the plurality or rel

-igiona has yet to be adequately articulated, Christian scholars such as 

Wilfred Cantwell Suth have made important contributions (see Cantwell 

Suith 111 Towards a World Theoloq [Philadelphia 1981 ) ). Internally 

speaking I B{b{-Baha' { Studies 1a in its 1ntanc7 and ii likely to remain 110 

unleaa steps now be taken to support and consolidate the emergent acad.,. 

-ically Wormed Balli:t! echolarahip. Many aepecte or Ba'b{ doc£ne and 

history have not been studied. Many important vriti.ncs or Bah&lu1ll~ 

remain unpublished, unstudied, undated and untranllated. Ie 1t not a aad 

tact that Azal11 have published critical editione and racid.inili■ ot 
Btb{ text, while Bahl•{ s~holar■ generalll' ~ unaware of even the 

existence or thee• w:r:l.tinge ? I■ 1t not the caN that Dania MacEoin 1a 

videl7 regarded ae the le&ding expert in ~h{ and Bab! Studies and ii 
"" --raising iuue■ that Bah&1u have 7et to conaider ? Much work remains 

to be done 1f the Bth(t{ cOIIIIIIW11ty 1a to aep1N to that intellectual 

integrity so beloved or Bab.:'•u•~ and cAbdu'l- But. 
A learned and academi.c&ll7 intormed Jlab{e{ ■cholarah1p cannot 

betittin&l7 nolve out.aide or the eetabli■t-t or permament inetit

-ut1on■ that vill pron.de tull-tiae teaching and NNarch racilltie■• 

The t1eld o_r Bahi'1{ Studiea needsto be organised and tunded in a new, 

penauaent. and concrete manner. U etep■ are taken in this direction -: 

[1] hi~ aana1{ dialogue vith the modem intellectual and aeademie 
world wwkl be po■aible. 

[2) The pre■ent generall7 low et■ndard of Bah!t{ Studiea would be improved. 

[3) An intellectually mat.UN Btha 1{'theology' bued'on the finding, of 
academic 1cholarah1p would begin to emerge. 

[4} The international recogJdtion or the field ot 1'Ba°b!-B&h(1{ Studies" 
and of the stat\lll of the Bahl1! International Coaaunity by the 
academic and thinki.nc world- now men or lea■ non-ex1atent-would 

[5) 

[6) 

(7) 

be initiated. 

Real and concrete llnk1 could be forged between 11Bah&'! scholars" 
and external University and other inat.itutiona ct learning. 

Teneions between aca:ill!llically trained Bah(,{ acholara and certain 
1ea,nenta of the Saha•! Intemat1onal Connun1ty could be lessened. 

Bah&'! intellectuals could be made to feel less alienated 1n that 
they would feel that ther have a role to play within the Baha1! 
coanuni ty, 

It will, I think, prove very difficult for these objectives to be 

achieved outeide of the setting up of the kind of BSCRI envisaged-

run on academic as oppoeed to "deepening'' and quasi-propagandist lines. 

Relatively few Bah{•{s seek to be deeply informed about their Faith, 

'ff-.t. number who are conscious of academic Bab{..Bah:,( studies is 

pitifully lllllall, It 1a not seen to be fa1hi0nable today tor individuals 

to indulge in the academic stu~ of religion at the expense of a more 

'praginat1c 1and lucratiYe career, Influenced by modern secular attitudes 

many Bahl1{11 tend to th1nk 11milarl7. So...: have been s,,1.,.;:,,d by a misplaced 

anti-intellectu&111111. Mlide ct very con1iderable Ba.ha' { community 

111pport it 11 likely to remain the caee that rew Bah(,{11 will be 

ready to devote th99aelYe1 to tull-time B4,(.'.eah{i{ studies and that 

Shoghi Ertendi 1 ■ long-cherished hope that a profound and coordinated eah.(• ( 

acholarahip -rge will remain unrealised, The emergence or an 

academic Baha'i{ 1co0larahip 1■ not peripheral to Bah&'!' concerns but 

absolutely e11ential, Unle1a aomething 11 done there will be a proportion 

of "deepened" Baha"i!a but almost none capable of Bah(,{ dialogue with 

academicall7 trained intellectuals, 

Currentl7 exist.inc "deepening", 1111U1111ler 1chool" and other provisions for 

Baba'! study 
0

have generall7 tailed to produce experts in matters religious 

or persona avare ot modern intellectual perspective■• Bah{t{s who 

(in Western tmivera1t1ea ) trained in oriental studies 1n the previous 

generation (l&rgel7 Iran1ane ) and went on to specialise 1n this area 

- few though they were/ are- have generally avoided the challenge of 

academic Ba~(-Baha"1( atudiu. Within the Baha1{ world todq however, a 

new generation of Bahi'! ach0lar1 have taken up this challenge and are 

grappling with important issues. They need encouragement and support.Hov 

sad it would be it such individuals were moved to complain- in the words 

of a 16th century Musli.:n poet: 
11 I said to poverty: •~,/here dost thou hide?" 

In a scholar's inkwell, "Poverty replied. 11 

The established world religions, many "secular" governments anc! no few 

numerically insigJdficant new religious movements provide facilities 

for scholarly and academic researches. Relir;ions old and new encourage , 

fund, support and etve great importance to internal scholarship. It is 

1upri11ing in view of the numerical 1trength (J-4 millions ) , intematic-n

:.a1 dittuaion ( about 112,000 localities ) and rich legacy or a&ht•{ 
scrii:ture and tradition that steps have not yet been taken by the Baht•f 

International ColllllUllit.y to support internal academic scholarship am 

research. 



In order to g;l.ve 1ome 111bstance to thue notea I have dratted 

110me concrete propoHl.1 tor an ac&demicall7 in.tor-mod cour1e 1n Ba1>{
Biht• ! studiH trom the "Rellgio1111 studiH" per1pective (aee belov). 

There exist ■ ■utticient literature to male• wch a course a definite 

po111ibWt7- though "gape" do • xist, Largeq tor wmt ot tiJno I 

have choeen not to include detailed courN and eemin&r Nading 

lleh, The propo1ed poallibl• aeadn&r,eeeq ud/or examination 

question, vill g;l.n 1011111 idea ot the level ot academic orientation 

envi1aged, 

Appendix I 

Appendix II 

g;l.vH 1011111 /dea ot th• orientation ot the Association 
tor Bah&'.! Studiea (ct. abon ) . 

ie a Hlect compilt,tion ot auf•{ uterille on th• 
importance ot Balli•{. stud111, 

Appendix_ III h 1111' -ewh&t •theolog;l.cll. 1 reepon1e to poujb}e 
obJectione to the evolution ot IU1 academic Baha1f 
echolarlhip, 

Stephen Lambclen 
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BABX..BAIIA1I STUDIES: 
A PROVISICNAL COORSE 
QJTLlNI, 

h'opoHl.1 tor an ac&demicall7 
intomed 2-) 7ear tu.ll time 
COU'l:H 1n BiL!'°-Bah&'{ Studiea 
trom the "Rellg;l.oua Studiu" 
per1pecti ve, 



PrelladnarY Note 

The propoaal• aet out below IN intended to outline an 

academically Wormed :a-3 :,ear collJ'se 1n B(b!'..s•r{ ltudi .. 

troa the modem "Rellgioua St.udiea" perapectiw. 'lhe propoaed 

collJ'ae could be tauaht 1n wch a ~ as to be IINll1ngtul to 

student, vho ha" had no pndoua acadeaio tra1ning and be 

made Nlevant to both Bahtt{ and non..sahft{ student• 

Each year could con.tat of three tena of 10 VNks each, Tenu 

one and two would be tor teaching and the third tena tor reddon 

and -1nat1ona, Un1ta l-) 1n YMN l-2 wuld cone1at of 10 

( lit term ) + 10 (2nd tam ) lectllJ'H WJIPC)l"ted b7 5 ( lit te:na) 

+ 5 (2nd term) 181WW'a on ~ad topics relating to 

the eubject• lectured upon, 

In year■ l-2 the baeic■ of Arabic IM/or PerailA ~ ~ould 

be tauatit with apec1al attention to reading and translating Bab!

Bah{,{ aourcea, iltamat1v~, tor thoN not wanting to study 

language• - or alreadJ taail1ar with the bade- extra aupemaed 

reading and e■~• could be aet. 

Throu&)ioulJ the COIIJ'■e ea~ mting could be cClllp11.aory: perhap, 

two e■~• tor each collJ'ae unit each te:na (• 12 each 79ar ) "lacted 

troa a lilt drawn up b7 the lect11J'8r(1). Each COIIJ'" !light be examined 

during the third te:na of each 79ar, A mult.1pla choice three hour examin

-at1on tor each courn unit would nrve th1e Jllll"PO"• 

For the third :,ear- U' wch & :,ear be teadbla-tha student could 

nlect 3 apeciallst (taught) units and cont1nue the study of 

select AJ-abic and/or Per.tan tut, or mte an appro .... d· diseertat.ion 

not exceeding 20,000 wrd11, The 3rd year taugtit course '11111.ta might 

refiect the specialist knowledge ot teaching statt 1n the field ot 
Bat,{-B&hi'! studies and con.tit ot 10+ 10 lectllJ'es and 5+5 support

-ing selllinars. 

BADI-BAHA•I 5rUDIES: C01.RSE Olll'LINE, 

ill!:.! 
1) Introduction to the Stud:, ot Religions. 

2) Introduction to the I~c and Middle. Eastern Background. 

3) Introduction to Ba'bf..BL'lf•! Studies. 

4) !llh!r a) lloading and Translating Arabic & Persian J: / 
or b) A Dissertation not exceeding 10,000 words. 

!!£1! 
1) The B(b and the 1(i,{ Movement. 

2) Baha"•u•OO and the &nergence ot the Baha'i{ Faith. 

3) The Baha'i(F&1th1 1892-1963, 

4) ~ a) Reading and Translating Arabic & Persian Ir; 
or b) A 111.ssertation not exceeding 15,000 words. 

Year III 

1)--
2)--=:-~. Students choice ot 3 out of the_ available 

3
)_______ specialllt course■, 

4) Either a) Select Arabic IM/or Persian Texts; 

or b) A D1111ertation not exceeding 20,000 words 

IOOQ000000000 C <>000000 C C 00000000000( 



YEAR 11 COUP.SE UNrr I 

INTROOOCTICN TO THE STUDY OP' RELIDICNS 

lOtl0 one hour lecturu and 5~ 1111pporting ae11w1ar11, 

Term l 

l, Approaching Religiou1 Studiu, 

2, The Modem History or Religiou11 studiee and the aearch tor 
a 1cientitic methodology, • 

), &DpathJ, <l>jectirlt7 and the Phen01111111ological Method, 

i., Kethodolos, and the stucl)" or the Hiato17 or Rellgion11, 

S, The PW0110ph7 or Religion and Ph1lo110ph1cal Hermeneutic11, 

6, Approachinc Rellg:1.oua Text11: The Hiat.017 or Ket.hod• or 
Scriptural Interpretation and IIOde:n method■ applied to 
the atucl)" or rellgioue writing11; 

7, Sociological Approache11 to Rellgiou11 studiH and the 
acadlllllic atud7 or nev Nllgiou■ 110v-t1, 

8. l'undament.&l.1111 and the academic orientation, 

9. Schnee, Religion and Secular Ideolog:l.111, 

10, Religioua Studlu Todq: Attitude11 Ind Per11pect1vu. 

!!r!!..n 

l. The Orig:l.n11 and Detinltion of "11el1g:l.on11, 

2, Concordant D111cord: lfod4m Perapectiw11 on the nur&11t7 or 
Rellg:l.on1. 

) , Biblical studiH and Modem Theolos,, 

4, 'i'lle Hindu,Budcihiat and Zoroa.trian 'i'r&ditiona, 

S, IalUlic Studiea Todq. 

6, 0.rthodoxy,Heterodo:q and H;ratici1111, 

7, Approaching Bab{-Ba.ha 11 Hiato17, 

8, Approaching B(b(-8aha 11 Doctrine, 

9, 1B;bf-B&ha1[ StudiH 1 the BabVi Inatitut1on11 and the 
B&ha11 Communit.7, 

10, The challenge or Babf-Bahalf StudiH: "faith", "Naaon", 
and the academic orientation, 

·!1 
t 
I 

I 
I INTROOOC?ICN TO THI!: STUD! OP' ULIDICNS (I.I.) 

or what. importance 111 the academic stud, or religion ? 

Are Nligion11 meant to be studied? 

Pouible Seminar, 
E111q arxJ./or Ex.am
-in&tion Questions. 

I11 a acienti!ic methodology or Rellgiou1 Studies possible? 

Ia pre1111ppoait.ionlea1 objectivit7 possible? 

What 1a the Ph1lo1oph7 or Religion? To what extent 1a it a 
"const.ructive"diecipllne? 

l!:x.udne the varloua method■ or 1criptural exegeaia? 

What &N phenomenological uthodologiea? 

D11cuaa the varlou11 detlnitiona or the te:na "henaeneutics 11, 

What tact.or■ &N involved in the 11cholarl,y underetanding or a 
Nlig:l.oua text? 

Comp&N and contraat the "fundamentalist" and academic orientations. 

Outline the aethoda and conceme of ·the aociologiat or religion, 

What aociolog:l.cal inaight11 have been gained b7 the atud7 ot''new 
religious movements"? 

What &N the central ia1111ea in the modem debate about "Science 
and Religion"? 

How would 7ou d1tin1 the terms "aect" and "religion"? 

Whit probl•• aurround 110d1m acholarl,y attempt, to speak about a 
"unit7 or Nllgion■" ? 
How 1111cc11111tul haT■ modem Christian thinker■ been in attempting to 
coma to terms with Nllgioua plural11111? 

D1.1cu1111 the variou11 detinltlona or Chriatian "theology". 

A't~ to g1:n Dr1of anr.t11r11 to the tollolling questions: " Dou 
Hlndul1111 have a Founder?", "Ia Buddhiam theiatic? " What are the ma.in 
aourcea tor the nucl)" or Zoroaatrlanl111?" 
AN the "Semitic" and "Aryan" world viewa compatahle? 

Why do III.Ul7 cont•porar, Muallma reel threatened b7 weetem scholars 
or Islam? Hu we8tem "orlentali1111" tailed to eppNciate the 
phenomenon or Islam ? 

Dou "mysticiam" 'begin is 1mist1' and end 1n schi111111? 

What &N the k97 ieauu 1n the IIOdem atudy or religioua mysticism? 

What uthoda do 7ou think moot appropriate to the study or Bahtt ! 
hiator,? 

Hai eahft! doctrine evolved? 

Can "revelation" and aource-crltical theories be Nconclled? 

Comp&N and contrast ''Bah,:',{ deepening" and academic ea,.{,( scholarship. 

Ia theN a Nlationahip between Baha'i scholarship and the Behal( 
conmunit;y life? 



r,. 

TEAR I. COURSE UNIT II. 

AN INTROWCTIOO TO THE ISLAMIC AND MIDDLE EA.srEml BACKGRotllD. 

lo+lO one hour lecturu and -~ supporting seminar■• 

TERM, 11 

l. I~c Origin■:~ and the ~•'1. 
2, Th• Rise and Devel.opunt ot Illa. 
3. The Origins and Growth ot ~{ Iallm, 
4. Th• Tranatonu.tion ot sh!'b1'Iallm1 S&tavid Inn, 
5. QaJar Iran and the wider Kiddle Eastern 111lieu, 

6. 5h!c{ I~ l QaJar Iran I, 
7. Sh!_t{ 1a1'. l QaJar Iran II. 

8. "'- Impact ot the West 1n 19th cent1117 Inn, 
9. Ielaadc Muaiani•1 Origin• and Political Manilestatio~ in 

19th cent.1117 Inn and the Kiddle East, 

10. Reform Mowmenta 1n Ir~ and the Hiddl• East. 

!2!!..Il· 

ll. Ial.uic Doctrine and Practise: An H11torical lm"v417. 

12. Sh(c( Doctrine and Practin: It■ Historical Bvo1ution. 

]J. An Introduction to Sh{o{ Tate!'r and Sh!'•( Figh. 

lf.. An Introduction to Sh!'0! Propheto1ogr and Imuo1og. 

15. An Introduction to Shf.C{ Eachato1os, and Meellianiam. 

16. ~·Mysticism U1d Sh!b( Theoaophy. ., 
17. Orthodo;q and Heterodo:q 1n 19t.h cent.1117 Shfc{ Ielaia. 

18. Th• Shaykh{ Moveant I Origin■ and SourcH, 

19. Shaykh A~ al-Ahaa"'i{ and Siyyid K41m Raaht!. 

29• Shaykhiam and the Bft,{_Bah(,{ Movement.a. 

AN INTRODUCTIOl TO THE ISLAMIC AND MIDDLE !ASTERN BACKGROUND (I. II 

Posaible Seminar,Eaaq ezd/or emin&tion queationa-: 

What weN the main reaturea or the prophetic Mission or ~IIIIIID&d? 

Compare and <:;>ntraat the traditional Muali.JII and mcdem scholarly- views 
ot the ~•111. 

~ did Iel'-i become a major world religion? 

What are the main teaturu ot Ialaadc orthodo:xy? 

Compare and contrast the trMi,j.ional sh!c{ and mcdem acholarly 
view, on th• origina or Sh! cf Islam. 

What are the principal ditteNncH between Sunni and Sh!c! Islam? 

~ and hov did Shiciam become the stat• Nligion or Sa!avid Iran? 

Suggest wqa in vhich Sh!°{ Islam expNued and consolidated itaelt 

in S&tavid Iran. 
Outline developunte in Sh!c! Ial.111 during the Qajar period. 

What 11&1 the Nlationahip between religious and temporal authorities 
1n Qajar Iran? 

What vu the role ot the c.!!:!!!Y and tu11ar (merchants) in Qajar Iran? 

What impact did the Wut have on Iran during QaJar times? 

What tact.ore precipitated the -rgence or meaaianic movements in 
the middle eut 1n the 19th cent.1117? 

Surv97 and account tor the exiatence ot the chief Ntorm movements 
in 19th centur, Iran and the wider Middle East. 
Write brief det1nition, ot the terme " Kha'.riJ{", "Muctuill", nSunn{n, 

nSIJ!C{n, "Iama•iJ.!n, "I~~"• "~", "Ak~m" and "Uf11.!'". 
To what extent and vhf do the belieta ot Sunn! and Sh!c{ Mualillls differ. 

What &N the distinctive teat.urea ot Shlcf tareir? 

What . were the qualification, and !unction or the aru1tahid in Qajar Iran? 

Outline the dietinctive teat.urea ot Sldcf .!!9!1. 
What &N the characterietically Sldc{ viewa or history- and prophet.ology? 

What &N the principal teat.urea or Shl0{ Imamolo17? 
. ~c" Outline the key eachatolog1cal expectation, or §!!1. 1 Muslims? 

Write brier notu on the term►: 9( 11m, da11il, ra1ac and~•• 

Outline the stJc{ doctrinea surrounding the occultation and return or 
the 12th Imam. 
AN &i.!11111 and Shi C1a111 compatable? 

Who were the principal members or the ao-called "School or Isfahan" and 
what weN their main intellectual concema? 

Who weN the most 1nnuential Shici theosophical writers? 

How might "orthodox:,", "heterodo:xy" and "heresy" have been defined by a 
19th cent1117 Sti{C! mujtahid? 

Compare and contrast "orthodox" and"popular"Shi cia111 as ·c ex:l.aitd in Q.ajar 
Iran, 



Wh7 did th• ~hf movement gain the Nepect and admiration 
or a not inconeia'erable number or sh!cr Huelime? 

What &N the principal reaturea or the live, or Sh&Jl<h Ahmad 
and Sinid ~im? - - ' 

What &N the chief sourcee tor the st~ ot the ~Id Movement? 

To what extant wa, eech&toloo: 111d ueli&nic ~;,ation a 
central concern ot pre-Kirmaiii' ~•? 

~ - -Outline th• Bab{-Bah(, ! view ot ~hi•. 

YEAR I, COURSE UNIT III. 

AN DITRODUCTIQI TO BABI-BAHA'I sruoIES 

lOt 10 one hour lecturea and 5+5 11Upporting seminars, 

TERM 11 

l, An Outline ot the Bi..tory or Bah~{ scholarship in the F.aat. 

2, An Outline ot the Hiatoey or B~{ 1cholarship in the Weat. 

3, The Field and Preeent State o! B[b{-11ahi'!' Studies. 

4, An Introduction to the Writing, o! the B!b 

5, Source, tor the etud7 ot ~b! HietoJ7 and Doctrine. 

6, An Introduction to the Writings ot B~u•~. 

7, SourcH tor the et~ ot Behl•! Hietoey and Doctrine. 

8. The Min1etJ7 and Writing• or cAbdu•l-B~ An Introduction, 

9, B&ht,{ Hilt.oey, l.892-1963: An Int.roductoey Review. 

10. Attitudes Towards the Blb!-~•! Movements, 

TERM II. 

11. The Bfi,{-Bah(t{ World View: God, the lkdverse and Man. 

12. 'J'he Ba'b{-Bah[,( Doctrine or the Kaniteatation or God. 

l.3, B(b{-11&haf{Historical Pffspectiv111: The 11Ucceaaion or Religions. 

11,. Dile Rellgf.6n.-41any Rellgiona• The' 13&.h(,f Theelogy or. Unity. 

15, An Introduction to B(b{-Bati/t'{ Law, fthice and Spirituality. 

16. Bah&•! Perepecti~H on Science & Religion and the Search for Truth. 

l 7, The Origins and Growth of the Ba.hi' { >.dministrati ve Order. 

18. The Growth or the Baha'i' Comunity in the F.ast, 

19. The Growth or the B~{ ColllllW1ity in the West.. 

20, The B~i Faith Today and the Bah&1!' Vision of the Future. 



AN INTROOUCTICN TO BABI-BAIIA'I STUDIES (I,III), 

Possible Sendnar,Eaeq and/or emiJlation questiona-: 

Who were the most 1.alportant oriental Baba't! scholars? 

Wl\f has l«r•' Ab;'l-F&9l Oulpa;ypn{ come. to be seen aa the 
leading Baha11 Apologist? 

Who were the moat 1.alportant occidental ~tf scholars? 

What. importance do the r .. earchea ot 1,0.Bl"Olffle have toda;r? 

Indicate areas in lfflich ~her research needs to be done in 
the tield ot B(b{-Bah{t! atudiH, 

How 'IIOuld 7ou define the tield ot Bab1-8aha 11 studies? 

Wl\f waa Bab!-Baha"i'i studies neglected art.er the puaing or 
E.O.Browne? 

AN the writing• or the B~ 11111aningt'lll toda;r? 

Which 'Writings or the B ~ do J'OU consider 110at central to the 
understanding ot hie teachinp? 

What are the principal aourcea tor the atwtr ot-i a) B"'( hiator,
and b) Bab! doctrine ? 

How might the writings ot B~u•llah be claaaitied? 

Which 'Writings or Bihltu•~ do J'OU consider moat central to the 
understanding ot hie teachinp? 

What are the pl"inc1Jl'.&], eource, tor the stwtr or -: a) ~•! 
hist.or,- and b) Bahl•! doctrine? 

To what extant have ncn-aat1't! 1chol&r1 contributed to the Bah&•! 
1elt-underatanding? 

What..ve the principal teatUNe or the lliniatr,- ot c.lbdu•l-8~? 
/' / C r 

What 11 tM Baha'i underlltillding ot the pereon ot .Ahdu1l-8aha? 

What do you consider to be the most. impotent writings ot c.lbdu1l-B~? 

Outline the growth and spread ot the Bahl•{ Faith between 1892 and 
ue. • 
Hov do Iranians view the Ba'bi.J!ahat! movement? 

I' I' 
'Wtlt have certain Christian ll11aionariH written anti-8aha 11 tracts? 

How have modem wutem intellectual.a viewed the B~b!-B~•i movement? 

What b the Bat>!-Bah~11 new or God? 

Hov do Bah: 1u view the origina and nature ot man? 

What ii the aah(•! view of the purpoee of life? 

What, for B~•!e, ii a "HanifHtation of God"? 

Hov do B~•f, view history? What do thq mean b7 "progressive 
revelation"? , , 
What 1a the Baha'i viev or the purpoee and function or religion. 

What do Bah; 11e mean when th-, speak about. the "oneness ot religion"? 

How do Baha'i• conc~ve the relationship bet.ween their o:.n Faith 
and the major 'IIOrld Nllgiona? 

What is the Bah(•! view or past sacred writings? 

To what extant are the B~i and B~•f Fait.ha legalistic? 

What does a Baba°•! moan when he or ahe speaks about. "apiritue.llty"? 

What are characteristic B~•i expreasiona of Nllgiosit.:y? 

What b the Baha'i{ view or modern science? 

Hov might a Bah{,{ define "Truth" and hov appropriate it ? 

What 1a the Bah(,1 administrative order? 

When 1e a BahJ'{'nat a Baha'i'? .~ and tor vhat reaaona 
might a Bah(ti loose hie or her'voti.ng rights 1 or be declared a 
"covenant bNalcer"? 

How and ~ did the Baha'i comunit:y grov in the East? 

Wl\f have veatemera become Bah&'(a? 

Hov does the Bahi 1( Faith t9(1a;r differ from the B~'i Faith 
at the tilllll of c.ll:du•l-Baha"? 

What 11 the Bah(•( view of the Mure of mankind? 



57. 

TEAR II. COORSE UNIT I 

1it! BAB. & TR! BABI MOVEHPNT, 

10+10 one hour lectUN1 and 5+5 aupport.ing 1eadnan. 

!!!:!!..!... 

1. The Present atat.e of Bli:,{ studies; 

2, S1)'7id C.u{~&mmld the &'J, I : The Early Tear1, 

), S1)'7id cu( Jfu!lllllllld the ~ II (1844-50 ). 

4, I~ and the tlUi'gace of tbe a(b{ 110vamit.. 

5, Sh&1khi• and ths -rsacs -of ·the Nb( aoTIN11111t, 

6, The Bth{ hierarchy and it■ Social baeia. 

7 • Qajar Politics and the Bab{ Upheaval,. -

8. I~ ••ch&toloa and B6! He1eiani•• 
9, M!n{y&h,(' and .b&l.!'Babia, 

10. The Bat,( phenomenon: Modem apprieale, 

Tena 2 

1, The Early Writinge of the Bib. 

2, The later Writing■ of ths s{b, 
), The Writing■ ot Ll&dine Bth(., 

4, The theoloa,co1110loa and prophetoloa ot the Bth, 

5, The Cld.u of the BC and leading BAb!a, 

6. Ia~,. Shaykhia and Bab{ Doctrine, 

7, B~{ • !!!&f the qabballatic and epiritual henaeneutice ot the elb . 
8. B'1{ law and ritll&l.. 

9, From the Ba~! movemnt to the B&hit{ Faith, 

10, The Bahfi( view or the B~ and the BS,( movem111t, 

sa. 

ntE BAB & ntE BABI ~T (II.I ) 

Possible 1eminar,e11a;r and or examination questions-: 

What major areas within the field or a(b( studies remain unresearched? 

In what kind or religious and eocial envirorurent did the Bab spend hia 
earl1 1•ar1? 

Suanariae what 1 ■ current.11 known about the early years of the e(b and 
1uueat nev avenues ot inveatigation, 

What prompted the Bab to intimate his claims in 1141 1844 ? 

Outline the six 1ear ministrr or the Bab (1844-1850 ) and attempt to 
account tor the rapid spread or the Bab{ movement. 

Write brief an9119r1 to the following questions-• Wh7 did the Ba'b go on 
pilgrimage to Mecca and Medill&? What was the purpoae and outcome or t.he 
conference of Badall!.t? Wh)' was the Bab executed in Ju.17 1850 ? 

Wh7 did the Qajar ruler, and Sh{C{ cul&mi attempt tp aupreu the B!ili( 
IIOY-nt? ,. 

What wae the B~ attitude towards the Qajar st.ate and the Sh{c{ cu.iam.? 

Wh7 did the alt,{ 110v..:nt attract a tairl)' larp number or Side( Musll=? 

Wh7 did the Sh!c{ ~ charp the B~ with apoat.&11? 

To what extent could the s.1,{ 110vement. be eaid to be neo-Sha;yi<hil 

WhT did Kar!'.~ ~ attack the alt, ? 

What·- the ..:in characterietic1 ·ot the s.t! hierarchy? 

Eua1ne the role of T~ra within earl:r B~iem, ,, (, . 
Did thoee Bab I who took part in ths major upheavals believe that the7 
were waging holy war (3ihid) ? 

In what 'Vll)'I did the B'b cl.&i.al to have tultilled ~cf eachatological 
expectation1? 

Exall1ne and accouht tor the B.:'bta teachings about man ;yuzhiruhu•ll~. 

To what extent. wae the Bat>{ c-1t:r a "unit1 1riilverait7"? 

How did the B'1>{ coanunit:r react to the mart;rrdom or the Bab? 
__ ,,, , , , , 

~tline the career and claims of IW'za l~ Nur:i.? 

In what sense b it true to sa:, that M!rza Yah:r{ vas the B~•s successor? 
What are the chief characteristics or .ual!' Babi11111? 

Wh:, 1a Asal! Babi11111 virt.uallT extinct while the Bah,:({ Faith h establishing 
itself a1 a new religion? 

What can be learned from the study ot Babi11111 about the genesis of new 
religion,? 

Aaaese the major modem western theories about the rise of the Bah!' 
movement. 



What can be loamed about tho early teaching■ ot tho B'b trom 
tho 9!JY'II! al-Asma• ? 

What are th• key teat11N1 ot the Ba'b•a euliut teachinga? 

"Judging trom the~ •• Kina All Huhann&d [the B.;'b) waa primarily intereated 
in the tri11111ph or hia taith, and not ao much in any project ot 
eocial and political retona, "[ liangol B...,.at) Do 7011 agree 7 

&cplain ■nd comment on the five categoriee into which the B'1> divided 
hh writinge, ' 

;,' [ ) ,: C What proota &N preeented in the Bab'• Perm.an Dfla 111-i Saba 7 

Ot what nat\lN &N th• extant writing■ ot leadlng Bab{1? 

What IN the probl•a lllffOWldin& the authorfhip and dating ot the 
Kitab-1 N11qtat al-W? Ia thie work an Asal!' torgeJ77 

C\itllne th; k97 teachinaS ot the Bab about Cod and the Prophets. 

What wr• the u1JI clailu ot th• B67 Did th.,- noln? 
Wl1J' did a nwaber ot l•u.izl& Babfa ult• theoph&nic ~me? 

What are the chiet chuacteriatic1 ot the s'11,1nterpretation ot 
I.i.ml.c aource1? 

Wl1J' did the B~ utillae a qabbaliatic and allegorical hermeneutic? 

What ii the relationahip bet.wen ~Id and Babi doctrine? 

What IN the u.in teat11N1 ot s(b{ l,= and ritual? 

To what extent wre the Bai,{,_ able to pl'actiae their taith? 

Did the Bafi provide a wrlcabl• eoci-COllOllic 11atem? 

How did the 8'b!a react to the leaderahip role ot ~{ Y~ 
and th• cl&ilu or Ba11&•u•lla1i? • 

Hov do Bah(•!a view ~z• Tah)'( 7 

Compare and contraat Aull B~i• and the B~{ Faith, 

What wre the llain ugumente 111ed b)' BahC-{, to convert B~!a? 

Wl1J' did Mina Y~ reject the claiaa ot Bahliu•ll"? 

What ii th• BanI•i' view ot the Bib( mov-nt? 

YEA.'! II, C::m!SE UNIT II , 

lOHO one hour locturH and 5+5 ouprort.1.Jlg Hllill&ra, 

BAHA•U•LLAH AND THE EME!lGENCE OF THE BAHA'I FAITH 

!m!..l 
l, BaJ!(t11'llah 1The Early Yeua. (1817-1852 ). 

2. Bah(lu•U.ii at. B&&lidad . (1853-1863), 

), The writinga ot the Baghdad Period, 

4, From Conatantinoplo to Adrianoplo ( 1863-1868), 

5, The writing• ot the Conatantinople-Adrianople Period. 

6, The CAJdc(' Pericd (1868-1892 ), 

7, Tho Writing1 ot the c Akka' period I. 

8, Tho Writing, ot the clil<kf period II, 

9, The Claw ot Bati/t',11•11~. and the B~•! view ot hia station. 

10, The paaaing ot Baha<u•l~ and tho Covenant criaia. 

l. The fheoloa and Prophet.01017 ot Bahl 111'll"• 
• , , 

2, The Ethical and M;ratical Teaching• ot Baha'11'llah, 

3, The Kit~i Agdae and the Lawe ot Baha"'t11•1l~. 

4. The Kitab-i Iqafu and B~'u'llill 1a interpretation or past 1cript11es, 

5. The .T~ble~.•-!)t ~11•1lab to the kinga and nil.era and hi■ aocial 
teaching1, 

6. Leading diaciplee ot Ba!1'iu•ll"1 and the emrgence and eocial basia 
ot the oriental Bala•! cOIIIIIWlit.7. 

7, Early oriental Bah(t{ Apologetics: the debate with M11sli.ms,Shaykhis 
and Asalia. 

8, The euly oriental Baha'i( misaion to Jewa,Christians ,?.cr:iastrians & other 
religious minoritiea, 

9. Early oriental Bah(, { historiography, 

10, Ban:;{ and other eati.matu or the minion ~ writings or Baha<u•u~. 



BAIIA1U1LUJ! AIID fflE FlmRiENC! OF THE BAHA'I FAITH (II.n ) 

Poeoible seminar,esaay w/or exam.1J1ation queetione-1 

In what kind of aocial and Nllgioua milieu did Bilh4'u 1lhh 
spend hi• 1arl.7 :,ears? 

What happened to B~u'~ during t.he period 1844-1852? 

What pncipit.ated Bah{tu'llah'• "exil•" t.o Iraq? 
/.. ,,, 

What WN the k-,, teat.UNI of t.111 Baghdad period of Baha1u 1llah 111 lite? 

Wh7 did Bah&'u111~ v.l.thdrav to Jturdietan and 'Why d1d he Ntum from 
that Ngion to B&&hd&d? 

What vu the 11&tUN of the relation■hip betwan Ba)i(tu•~ and MGs.
lah7& duriJlg the Baghdad period (1853-1863)? 

~t led Bahi'u'lllh to "decl&N hi• ad.11ion" in Kq 1863 and 'What wa11 
the natUN of that "declaration" ? 

When did the B~( Faith originate? 

What are the chief ■ubject■ mentioned in B~'u'llih'• writinga of 
the Baghdad period? 

!xpla1n Bahitu•~J transition hoa Baghdad to Conetantinople to 
Adrianople. 

o.rt.llne the k117 nent11 of the Adrianople period, . ,. / 
Hov dill thl Adrianople and Baghdad .. tting1 of Baha'u'llah'• minietr,
di.tfer? 

What pNcipitated the "Moet-ON&t aeparation" ? 

What are the chie~t ■ubjecta mentioned 1n Bahitu'lhh'• writings of 
the Adrianople period? 

What va11 the natUN of the u{b[-Bahf•f cOIIDIUlit7 during the Adrianople 
period (1863-1868)? • 

Wh7 wa, ~•u 111~ exiled to 0Al<kl." and Yah7; to hmaguata? • ,. r 
What WN the chief event.a of the c.Akka"'period (1868-1892) of Baha1u 1llah 1a 
adn1et17? 

What was the na~ of the West Galilean social and Nllgious milieu into 
which Baha•u1llah V&I exiled? 

' , r_ 
What J,N the chielt ■ubjecta mentioned in Baha'u'llah'a writings of the 
c Akka period? 

eci-nt on the major claima of Bahi'u•l.l&hf"Did thq evolve? 

Hov do Balia•fa viev and Nlate to thl person of Bahitu•ll~? 

What happened vhen Bahitu'll~ paned awa,y in 1892? 

<Ntllne Baha•u•ll~'• teaching• about God and hi1 MeHengera, 

Coanent on the lce7 ethical directives of B~•u•l.l&h? Ia there a 
Bah(1[ doctrine of salvation? . 

~ r 
What 1■ the significance or Baha1u'lli.h 1a Seven Vallela ? 

To vhat extent does the Baha•f revelation incorporate ~etical elements? 

Why does the Kit~b-i Agdao contain what ie doe1? 

What kind of aociet:r would the implementation of the lava or the Kita"o-1 
Agdas lead to ? 

. ' 
' 

What are the ke:r teat.urea ot Bah{.u•llah•s c tablets to t~ Kings 
and ~er•? ,,._ / 
What vas Baha1u•llah•1 attitude towards the West? 

Suggest vlo' those 19 counted "Apostles or Baha'u'~" were 
accorded th11 status. 

Hov and 'Why did the oriental B&Ju(,( co11111W11tiu gro.t during the 
period 186)-1892? 

Mak•~ggeationa H to the eocial baail of the earq oriental 
Baha'i coaamit1■1, 

Comment on the natUN and content of the earq oriental Bah&'t 
dialogue v.1.th either a) Hual.ima, b) Sh&ylchia or c) .\zalla, 

What led BahV( teacher■ to attempt t;; co;.ert oriental Nllgious 
llinorit1■1? 

Wh7 was the B~[ misaion to oriental Jewr, ■ucceutul snd that 
to oriental Christend0111 un■ucce111tul? 

What attracted Zoroastrian■ to the B&hl' [ coammi t:r? 

What.Me the chief !endencie1 of earl7 oriental Bahi'! historiograph:y? 

Wh7 has the Tarikh-i Nabil ("The Dtwl)bnaker11" ) come to be ngarded 
a, the moat important work of Baha'f h1ato17 writing? -

Hov ).ave mgdem w■tem scholar11 viewed the mission and writings of 
Baha'u'llah? 

Comment. ~ CUJTent Bahit( vieve of the person and writings ot 
Bah{"•u 'llih, 



YEAR II, COURSE UNIT III, 

THE BA!lA'I FAffll (189~1921), 

l, The Life or CAbdu1l-Baha: 1844-1910 

2, The Lite ot cAbdu1l-Baht: 1910-1921 

:,. The Writings or cl.bdu•1-8ah,. 

i.. cAbdu 1l-Bah,1 1 ■ u:poait.ion or t.h• tqch1ng, of B&h(iu•u~. 

5, cAbdu1l-B~ and the Oriental Bah(!{ comunit1 ... 

6. Orient.al BaM1{ Literature and attitwl .. tow&rde the Bah&'{, 
1n the last., (1892-1921.), 

7, The Spread or t.he Balla°•! F&ith to the West. I t ) 1910, 

e. The Spread or t.he Bah,,{ Faith to the West. Iii 1910-1921., 

9, WHt.em Baba'{ Literature and attitud ... t0dl'd1 the Bah{•(a 

1n the West. (> 1921 ). 

10, ~rgent. Bah&'{ "ort.hodo~", the CoTenant and the Will and 
T .. taaent or c Abdu, 1-Blha, . • 

!m.l· 
l. The Lite and Kiniatey or Shoghi Ettend1 1 1897-1944, 

2, The Lite and Miniat.17 or Shoghi Jli'tandi 1 1944-1957. 

) • The Writings or Shogh1 Brtand1, 

4, Aspect.a of t.he Growth and Spread 'Df the Bahl'{ Coamun1t71l921-l944, 

5, lapech or t.he Growth and Spread or the Balla'{ Coamunit.711944-196). 

6, The Emergence or t.ha eaht'1{ Adlll1niatrat1Ye Order. 

7, Tb• Uninri&l HouN ot Ju.t.1ca and the BahV! Adlliniatrative 
Inat.1t.ut1ona, 

8, Oriental Ba).if'{ Literature (1921.➔ ) and oriental percept.ions 
or t.h• Baha'i Faith. ' 

9, Western Bah,,{ IJ.terat.ure and occident.al percept.ions or the 

Baha11 F&it.h (1921 ➔ ). 
10,

1 

Recent. Developnenta with the Bah&'! Community and External 
Perceptione or it, 

THE BAHA1 I FA:ml (1892-196) ) ( II, III ) 

Possible seminar, eaaq lllld/or examination quest.ions 

Why did B~u'lhh choose cAbdu'l-Baha"'to succeed him ? 

What were cAbdu1l-B&h{ike7 objectives as head of the Bah~( 
C011111W1it.7? 

/~ ~ 
How do Baba 11a Ti.el,-the person or c Abdu •1-B&ha ? 

Why did cAbdu1l-Bu[ visit. the West? 

How might the llrit.inga or cAbdu•l-Bahi be claaaitied? 

What was cAbdu11-Bablia attitude towards the West.? 

Did cAbdu1l-Baha develop th• teachings or Bahi'u 1lllili? 

What do JOU conaidar to be t.he most import.ant. cont.ribut.iona 
or cAbdu11-8ah( to the evolution or the Bahti( Communit.7? 

What was tha significance or the "Tablets or t.he Divine Plan"? 

What develoi-nta took place among t.he oriental B~( coanunites 
during the llinistr,-of tAbdu•l-Baha? 

What was cl.bdu1l-Bah(t a at.tit.ude towards politics? 

What cont.z:j.bution did cAbdu•l-Bahi'make towards t.he evolution of 
the Baha1'i admin1at.rat.ive order? 

Did oriental attit.udea towarila the Bah{,( community change during 
the miniat.r., of cAbdu11-Baha? 

Who were the major oriental Bah(tf apologist.a and historians during 
the period 1892-196)? What. were their chief concerns? 

How did the Bah{t( Faith spread t.o the western world? 

Who was Ibrahim Geor,e Kheiralla? 
How did early West.em Bah&'it manifest. their devotion t.o cAbdu'l-Bah;? 

!low did earfy West.em Baha1[s present their tait.h t.o prospective 
convert.a? 

What. did earl7 West.em Baha'is understand by t.he "Covenant"? 

How was t.he Will and Test11111ent. or cAbdu11-Bah{ rec!Jived by the 
Bahf•!"s of ttl4 West.? 

C ,-
Wey P,d Abdu1l-B&ha appoint. Shoghi Effendi the Guardian of t.he 
Baha1{ Comunit7? 
How do Bahjl1a view t.he person or Shoghi Ertendi? 

What- Shoghi l!!Uendi 1s chief objective,? 

What wae Shoghi Brtend1 1s attitude towards Western civilization? 

Outline and account tor opposition t.o Shoghi Ettendi within t.he 
Bah&' f comuni t.7, 

How did t.he Bahl(ff commwuty react t.o the passing.-.ot Shoghi E!tendi? 
What. were t.he chief developnent.a within t.he Baha1f world bet.ween 
1957 and 196)? 



Outl.1Jle and account tor the growth and epread ot the West.em 
Bah(t{ coam.tn1tiee during either 1921-1944 or 1944-196). 

What duelopaent■ took place vi.thin th• Iranian B~i comunit1 
during the lliniirtry ot Shogh1 Utendi? 
What are the chiet 1nst.1t11tion1 ot the Bah&;( &d1111nhtrative order? 

What are the tllnctione and purpoeee ot Local ~( Aaeembliee? 

What are the chiet tuturee ot the Bab(t( theory ot the Oll&l'dianahip? 

Why was the Uninrs&l Ho111e ot J111t1ce first elected 1n 1963? 

Outl.1Jle and coment on the 1'11nction1 ot the Uni vers&l Ho111e ot 
Just.ice? 
Outl.1Jle wat 1011 consider to be the kq 1tep1 1n the evolution or 
the Beha1"!" adlllinist.rathe order. 
How do Bah.ff. envisage the "Baha'f{ C---1.th• ot the Mure? 

"Thie nw-bom Adlll1nistrathe Order 1ncorporatee vi.thin ite etructUN 
cert&iA .i-te lddcb are to be tound 1n each ot the three recognised 
tonu ot ■-cular goT9naent, ldthout being 1n err:r ■enee a ure replica 
ot err:r ot th•••" ( Shoghi Utendi). lbcuae. 

What an the chief categoriH and content• ot oriental B~[ 
literature vritten during th• llinietry ot Shoghi Utendi? 

Why have Baha'i'°!; 1n the orient auttered martyrdom? 

What wirtem B~i literature, compoud during Shogh1 Utendi'• 
llini■try do you consider to be most illportant? 

How,it at all, hlTe Weirtem percept,ione ot the Bahi'{ c01111111lnit1 
changed among wart.em obHrvere? 

What recent developmnte haY9 talcen place vi.th the B~[ commmit1? 

How do contemporary BahitC. expreae their rellgiosit1? 



The Association exists to cultivate 
opportunities for formal presentations 
of the Baha'i Faith at universities and 
colleges. It has the related role of contri
buting to Baha'i scholarship. 

The Association was originally estab
lished as the Canadian Association for 
Studies on the Baha'i Faith by the Na
tional Spiritual Asse~bly of the Baha'is 
of Canada in B.E. 132 (1974) in res
ponse to a goal of the Five Year Plan 
given to the Baha'i Community by the 
Universal House of Justice: 

To cultir,atl opportunities for f onnal 
presentations, courses and lectureships 
on tbe Bahti •; Faitb in Canadian uni• 
versities and other institutions of bigb· 
er learning. 

This goal was reemphasized in the 
1979 message of the Universal House of 
Justice inaugurating the Seven Year Plan: 

Expand the opportunities for teaching 
in Canadian institutions of bigb,r leam• 
ing and further dnelop tbe Canadian 
Association for Studies on tb, Baha'i 
Faith. 

In 19 81, the Association decided, 
because of worldwide expansion, to 
change its name to Association for Baha'i 
Studies and has secured the approval of 
the Universal House of Justice. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE ASSOCIATION 

The Centre for Baha'i Studies, ad
jacent to the campus of the University 
of Ottawa, coordinates the activities of 
the Association and serves as a centre for 
research, instruction and information on 
Baha'i studies. 

The Association maintains a library 
within the Centre for Baha'{ Studies, 
collecting Baha'{ literature and studies 
on the Baha'i Faith (e.g. books, articles, 
theses and dissertations). 

The Association is engaged in devel
oping curricula suitable for the presen
tation of the Faith at universities, and 
the cultivation of relationships with 
those responsible for accrediting such 
,courses at universities. 

The Association organizes presenta
tions of the Faith through invited lec
tures at university departments and to 
scholarly groups. 

The Association holds annual meet
ings, frequent international conferences, 
and a number of regional conferences 
which provide opportunities for Baha'is 
and others interested in Baha'i studies to 
make formal presentations and exchange 
ideas. These conferences are held wher
ever sufficient membership and interest 
permit. 

APPENDIX I 

The Association's publications in
clude a series of scholarly monographs, 
Baha'i' Studies, and a general journal and 
newsletter, Baha'i' Stud,ies Notebook. 

"MEMBERSHIP 

Membership is open to any registered 
Baha'i in any country. Members receive 
new issues of Baha'i Studies and Bah a ·1· 

Studies Notebook and have the oppor
tunity to consult with the Executive 
Committee at the Annual Meeting. The 
Executive Committee, appointed annual
ly by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Canada, is responsible 
for the direction of the affairs of the 
Association. 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

Any Baha'i may become a life mem
ber of the Association for a fee of $500. 
This one-time payment secures all the 
privileges of regular membership without 
the need to renew membership annually. 
As well, it enables the Association to ac
quire funds to support the cost of a num
ber of its activities in universities and 
other institutions of higher learning, and· 
to extend its field of service in the Bah a'{ 
community. 
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ASSOCIATION FOR BAHA'f STUDIES 
ASSOCIATION D'ETUDES BAHA'f ES 

Robert Stauffer 
818 H. 30th 
Renton, WA 
USA 98055 

Our Hr. Stauffer: 

April 22, 1983 

Thank )'OU for your letter of 2 April 1983. To answ•r your questions 
systematically, I refer to the numbering used In your letter of 11 January 
1983. 

l. Membership In the Association ts open to 8ahi'fs In good starldlng. 
Therefore 8ahi'ls without administrative rights may be subscribers to 
Assocl1tton publications, but may not be members. 

z. Anyone may subllllt papers to the Assoctatton. All manuscripts 
received are given out for blind review, that ts, the author's name ts 
obliterated froa the unuscript before ft Is circulated for review. We 
feel this process ensures u tmp1rti1l a review procedure as possible. 

3. In the cue of 1ffet1me membership, tf the member becomes tneltgible 
for membership, the fee becomes a lifetime subscription. It would defeat 
the principle behind ~ndCMNnt funds• If these fees were refundable. 

4. As an Association based 1n C1nad1 pl'OGIOt1ng B&hi'T studies, we are 
under the auspices of the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada. It has 
only been through their generous subsidies that such an Association ever got 
es t&b 11 shed. 

' The National Spiritual Assembly formally appoints the members of the 
Executive Cocrmfttee after receiving reconnendatlons from the Association. 
The Hatton1l Spiritual Assembly defers all reviewing and publication 
decisions to the Executive Conntttee. Hatters of great import (for example, 
expansion of Assocf1tfon acttvttles In the United States) are decided tn 
consultation with the Institutions of the fifth that are directly concerned 
whether on I local, national, or International level. 

5. The correspondence from the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada and 
the Universal House of Justice ts couched tn very general terms. It was left 
to the Executive Coanlttee to propose specific objectives within the broad 
mandate of pr01110tlng Bahi'T scholarship and awareness of the principles at 
universities 1nd other Institutions of higher le1rning. We enclose a brochure 
listing these objectives. 

70. 

6. Enclosed please find a dlagrillll of the administrative structure of 
the Association. The members of the Executive Conmlttee are selected from 
the general membership. Generally, potential members c01re to our attention 
through outstanding contributions at the regional level of Association 
activities • or through reconmendatlons from other Bahi'is who feel the 
candidate has outstanding qualities to offer the Association throu~h service 
on the Executive Comnlttee. Members receive Bahi'l Studies, Bahi1 1 Studies· 
Notebook and the Association Bulletin and may serve on regional conference 
committees or special committees such as the Persian publication and 
conference conmlttee based In Vancouver. 

7. Manuscripts are sent bltrld to three independent reviewers. We have 
used both Bahi'T and non-Bahi'T reviewers who have expertise on the topic of 
the manuscript. The final decision to print or not to print rests with the 
Executive Conntttee a subset of which serves as the Editorial Board. Any 
manuscripts which generate opposing reviews are sent out to further review to 
assist the Editorial Board in their decisions. We ask the usual three copies, 
typed, double spaced, well referenced, using the Chica70 Manual of Style 
format If possible. (We realize some universities 1ns1st on a house style). 
Manuscripts must be thoroughly referenced. I had not thought any studies of 
areas of Bahi'T scholarship were proscribed until you suggested Covenant
Breaking materials. As Bahi'l authors are cautioned by Bahi'u'llih to avoid 
such writings as I poison, tt would seem unadvlsable for Bahi'is to produce 
such studies and the Association has never received any sutmissions of the 
sort, 

8. We welcome your suggestions as to the organizations of small libraries. 
We have consulted with the librarians at the World Centre Library and a 
Bahi't librarian who heads the Oriental Section of the New York Library for 
suggestions, but no final decisions have been made, We have merely inscribed 
acquisition numbers and are inputting particulars on our CBM-8032 computer. 
We are attempting to compile a bibliography of theses and dissertations on 
Bahi'T topics, and I former ExeaJtlve Committee member has worked years on a 
bibliography project which the Association hopes to publish. 

9. The Association mandate Is received from the Universal House of Justice 
In every Seven Year Plan. It appears logical to place all Baha'i university 
and college organizations under the Association's mantle. In Canada, we have 
Universal House Justice permission to begin Association for Baha'i Studies 
chapters at Canadian universities working with Local Spiritual Assemblies and 
existing Bahi'T Clubs on caq,us. We hope eventually to have the budget to 
hire a resource person who would act as research and education (curriculum) 
coordinator. It Is premature to estimate a target date. 

10. The Association has a f)~e of Lancaster papers. Some are missing,., 

11. The Association Is supported by membership fees, literature and tape 
sales, arid by National Spiritual Assembly subsidy. Non-fflembers pay for 
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services rendered (e.g., conference fees, subscription fees, copying fees 
and postage). As the Association fs not Identical to the Baha'i Faith there 
is not bhe restriction against recelvTiig funds from non-Bahi'is. lie expect 
to Investigate the terms of various non-Bahi'f granting agencies In Canada 
to see how the Association might use usch funds to sponsor research on Baha'i 
studies. Our balance sheets are prepared semi-annually and are not rest~icted 
Information, 

12. The Association 1s not incorporated but has the status of non-profit 
religious organization. The Association enjoys federal and provincial tax 
exemptions for all goods used •solely for the promotion of religion.• lie 
use the National Spiritual Assecrbly of Canada's Incorporation, as parent 
organ! zat ton . 

13, At this time there are plans for expansion of Association sponsored 
activities outside Canada and at present there are three United States Regional 
Conference Comttt,es functioning. However, there are no plans to open any 
offices and the library holdings will be consolidated in Ottawa. 

14. The University of Toronto has a course, Religion 1119T on the computer 
for the next three years. They require a minimum re'llstratlon of five graduate 
students to hold the course. The courses on the Baha'i Faith that have been 
taught In Canada have 111 been non-credit and taught by Bahi'1 graduate students. 

15. The Association's focus 1s on college and university courses, and 
these are our first priority. 

• 1 trust this letter. answers your questions. If not, please do not 
hesitate to write again. 

Encl: Brochure 
diagram 

/pe 

Sincerely, 

/i/- • i lll.t.Ld~ '..{,~ 
Christine Zerblnls * 
Executive Secretar 

.ft' ~ft°~~ w:tf.. ~ /Nit11'l'.r~•vi rlJ" t<'o~,,(' ~fo.,..-, 
(eel.), 



Appendix Il 

Some select quotations on the importance of Bah~,( Scholarship 

"There are certain pillars which have been established u the 
unshakeable supports of the Faith of God. The mightiest of these 
ia learning and the uae of the mind,the expansion of consciou1ne11, 
and insight into the realltiee of the univeree and the hidden 
myst1ri11 of Al.might7 God. 
To promote knowledge 1e thus an µieecapable dut7 impoeed on ever, 

one ot the friends of God ••• " 

( cAbdu11-Baha paeeage cited Selectionp From the Writing of 
cAbdu11-J3aha [Haifa 1978),p.126 ]-Ao. 97] ). • 

" It eeeme that what we need now [ 1949 I ] 1e a 1110re protolllld and 
coordinated Baha'i echolarehip in order to attract euch men ae 
you aN contacting. The world ha-at least the thinking world
caugllt up by now with all. the great and universal principlee 
enunciated by Baha'u'llah over. 70 7ear1 ago, and 10 of couree it 
does not eound •new• to them.But we know that the deeper teachinge, 
the capacity of hie projected World Order to re-create 10ciet7,are 
nev and dynamic.It 1e theee we must learn to preeent intelligently 
and enticingly to such menl " 

(From a letter dated July 3, 1949, written on behalf of Shoghi 
Effendi to an individual believer ) • 

"The Cauee needs IIION Baha'i scholar-people lilo not. onl7 are devoted 
to it end believe in it and are anxioue to tell others about it,but 
also who have a deep graep of the Teachings and their significance, 
and who can correlate ite beliefs with the current thought• and 
problems of the people of the world." ( From a 
letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi 21 October 1943 

"What he [Shoghi Ertendi] wante the Beha11e to do ii etud;r 1110re,not 
to study lese.The more general knowledge, scientific or otherwise, 
the7 po11eu, the better. Likewiee he ii constantly urging thtm to 
really stud, the Baha'i teachings IIION deep'.q." 

(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi dated Stlh July 
1947 ). 

''Baha'i echolare and writers will,no doubt,gradual.17 appear,and will, 
as promieeli by Baha 1u 1llah,lend a unique eupport to their Faith." 

(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi cited in U.S. 
Baht 1! Newe No. 102 [August 1936), p.2. ) 

" Aa the [Baha 1{] C1111ee .develops it will need more and IIION people 
who are reall7 vereed·in their branch of learning end·ldlo can 
interpret the [Baha'i) teachings to euit the tact,." 

( From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi in Baha'i Youth 
: A Compilation, p. 14 ). 

" What the Faith needs, even more than teachere, ii booke that expound 
the true eigniticance of ite principles 1,n the l,ight of modem thought 
and eocial problems." 

(From a letter or Shoghi Ettendi to an individual believer dated 6 
May 1933 cited UnfoldH!B Destiny •• [London 1981),p.431 ). 

"•, the majorit7 of Baha1ie, however, intensely devoted and sincere 
they ~ be, lack for the moat part the necessary scholarship and 
wisdom to reply to and refute the claims and-attacks of people with 
some education and standing." 

(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi dated 25th 
Sept1111ber 1942 cited in ibid,,p.439 ), 

"Scholarship has a high station in the Baha'i teachings and Baha'i 
scholar11 have a great responsibility to a growing, divinely-guided 
world 1ociety •• " • 

''Baha'i scholarship is or great importance in the development and 
coneolidation of the Baha'i community." 

(From a Statement of the Research De~. of the Universal House of 
Justice on Baha'i Scholarehip [1979) ). 

"The Supreme Body [ .. The Universal House of Justice) has informed 
us[• the International Teaching Centre] that it believers that 

both the International Teaching Centre and the Boards of Counsellors 
can r ender valuable eervicee in the field of Baha'i 11cholarship 
b7 encouraging budding 11cholare, and al110 by promoting within the 
Beha1i communit7 an atmoephere of tolerance for the views of others. n 

( From a letter of ihe International Teaching Centre dated 22 March 
1981 ). 

X>000000<>00000()()0(XXX 

)0()0(>00000( 

"In the message of Naw-Ruz 197-9 addressed co che Saha'/ 
world, the Universal House of Justice stated that 'at che heart of 
all activities, the spiritual. intellectual and community life of the 
believers must be developed and fostered'. In pursuance of this 
objective, the International Teaching Centre sent a letter to all 
Continental Boards of Counsellors on 9 August 1984, providing 
further information on this important subject in the hope that it 
would assist them to devise ways to foster the development of 
Baha'i scholarship along lines that are in accordance with Baha'i 
standards and values. 

"The Universal House of Justice feels that this information 
would also be of particular assistance to your National Spiritual 
Assemblies, and has therefore instructed us to send you the en
closed excerpt from the International Teaching Centre's letter." 

(From a letter written on behalf of the Universal House of 
Justice, dated 25 October 1984, to selected National 
Spiritual Assemblies.) 



A STATEMENT ON TIIE ENCOURAGEMENT OF 
BAIIA'f SCHOLARSHIP 

Issued by the International Teaching Centre on 9 August 1984 

The Importance of Baha'i Scholarship: 
Over 50 years ago, the Guardian emphasised the need for development 

of the intellectual life o! the Bahi'i community, in the statement: 
"In these days when people are so skeptical about religion and 

look with so much contempt towards religious organizations and 
movements, there seems to be more need than ever for our young 
Baha'is to be well-equipped int.ellectually, so that they may be in 
a position to present the Message in a befitting way. and in a manner 
that would convince every unbiased observer of the effectiveness and 
power of the Teachings." 

(From a letter d:ited 5 May 1934 written on behalf of Shoghi 
Effendi to an individual believer.) 

Some years later, he described Bah,'( scholarship as being an im
portant aid to teaching the Faith to those who do not find the Baha'f 
principles novel in the light ol modern thought: 

"It seems what we need now is a more profound and co-ordinated 
Baha'( scholarship in order to attract such men as you are contacting. 
The world has - at least the thinking world - caught up by now 
with all the great and universal principles enunciated by Bah5'u'llah 
over 70 years ago, and so of course It does not sound 'new' to them. 
But we know that the deeper teachings, the capacity of His projected 
World Order to re-create society, are new and dynamic. It is these 
we must learn to present intelligently and enticingly to such men." 

(From a letter dated 3 July 1949 written on behalf of Shoghi 
Effendi to an individual believer.) • 

More recently, attention has been directed to the role to be played by 
Buh5'f scholarship, in the statement: 

"The UnJversal House of Justice regards Baha'( scholar,hip as of 
great potential importance for the development and consolidation of 
the BahS'f community as it emerges from obscurity." 

(From a letter dated 3 January 1979 written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to an individual believer.) 

As the Supreme Body pointed out In the opening sentence of the 
Ridvfo 1984 message to the Bah!i'(s of the world, the emergence from 
obscurity of the Faith has been a marked feature of the past ftve years. 
This directs unprecedented public attention to the Cause of God, and 
also necessitates increased emphasis on the development of Bah!i'( 
scholarship, since in the same message, the House of Justice says: 

"Persistently greater and greater efforts must be made to acquaint 
the leaders of the world, in all departments of life, with the true 
nature of Baha'u'llah's revelation as the sole hope for the pacification 
and unification of the world." 

The Nature of Bah~'( Scholarship: 
A vital prerequisite to the fostering. of Bah~•_( scholar.ship is t~e 

acquisition of a clearer understanding of the meaning of this term .. \\ l' 

can do no better than to offer an illuminating passage from _t~e writings 
of the Guardian, which might well be taken as a. definition of the 
attributes toward which a Bahl'( scholar should aspire: 

" ... The Cause needs more Bah6'( scholars. people who not only 
are devoted to it and believe in it and are anxious to tell others about 
it but also who have a deep grasp of the Teachings and their s1g-• 
niflcance and who can correlate its beliefs with the current thoughts 
and problems of the people of the world." 

(From a letter dated 21 October 1943 written on behalf c,f 
Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer.) 

This passage calls for distinctive qualities. The description of t':c 
kind of Baha'f scholar of which the Faith stands in such need at th1, 
time places emphasis upon belief, devotion to ~he Faith, a profound 
understanding of the Teachings and a strong desire to. share .them w,th 
others. A distinctive feature of such Baha'f scholarship, which is al,-<, 
reiterated in other passages of the writings of the Guardian. is lt1Jt .,r 
relating the Baha'! teachTngs to the present-day concerns and thought ,,~ 
the people around us. 

Fostering Baba'( Scholarship: 
The Universal House of Justice specified how the Counsellors CJr, 

foster Baha'! scholarship: 
"In the field of Bah&'( scholarship ... the Boards of Counsellors 

can render valuable services in this area by encouraging budding 
scholars and by promoting within the Baha'! community an at
mosphere of tolerance for the views of others. At the same lime the 
fundamental core of the believers' faith should be strengthened by an 
increasing awareness of the cardinal truth and vital importance of 
the Covenant. and an ever-growing love for Baha'u'llah." 

(From a communication dated 10 February 1981 written 
by the Universal House of Justice to the International 
Teaching Centre.) 

We consider first the matter of "encouraging budding scholJrs". 
From the passage of the Guardian's writings dealing with the at

tributes to which a Baha'{ scholar should aspire, it is evident that Bah~'( 
scholarship is an endeavour accessibl~ to all membe~s of the Bah~'1'_ cnm-

• munity, without exception. All behe"'.ers can aspire to th,~ attributes 
described by the Guardian, and can strive to relate the. Baha f teaching., 
to the thinking and concerns of the non-Baha'( population around therr.. 
You can perform a valuable service in bringing this potential role to the 
attention of all the believers - including those who may lack form;d 
education and those who dwell in remote areas, villages and islands -
and to dis

0

courage any thought that Baha'! scholarship is ~n activity 01,1::-: 
only to those who are highly educated or who are pursuing an acadern:r· 
career. 



77. 

As the followers of the Blessed Beauty make ei,-orts to correlate the 
Bah!l'! teachings, which impinge upon every aspect of human life, with 
the thoughts and problems of the people around them, they will in
evitably discover new ways of presenting the teachings convincingly and 
will also acquire an ever-increasing understanding of the Revelation of 
Bah,'u'll,h. 

At the same time special encouragement should also be given to be
lievers of unusual capacity, training or accomplishment to consecrate 
their abilities to the service of the Cause through the unique and dis
tinctive contribution they can make to Baha'( scholarship. The Guardian 
repeatedly linked the work of Bah,1' scholars to the expansion and con
solidation of the Faith, as stated in the following: 

"I! the Bah6"(s want to be really effective in teaching the Cause 
they need to be much better informed and able to discuss intelligently, 
intellectually, the present condition of the world and its problems. We 
need Baha'f scholars, not only people far, far more deeply aware of 
what our teachings really are, but also well read and well educated 
people, capable of correlating our teachings to the current thoughts of 
the leaders of society. 

"We Baha''(s should, in other words, arm our minds with know
ledge in order to better demonstrate to, especially, the educated 
classes, the truths enshrined in our Faith." 

(From a letter dated 5 July 1949 written on behalf of Shoghi 
Effendi to an indlvidua) believer.) 

The Universal House of J14.stlce, in responding to a Baba'( 
who wanted to use logical means to convey and prove 
spiritual principles, wrote that: 

" ... the House of Justice understands that you desire to find ways 
of conveying spiritual truths In logical ways and demonstrating their 
validity through scientific proofs. There can be no objection to such 
an attitude. 'Abdu'l-Bah6 Himself used such a method. The danger 
Bah,'( scholars must avoid is the distortion of religious truth, almost 
forcibly at times, to make lt conform to understandings and per
ceptions current in the scientific world. True Baha'f. scholars should 
guard against this." 

(From a letter dated 7 June 1983 written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to an individual believer.) 

The Supreme Body has also referred to the distinctive role to be 
played by Baha'(s who acquire expertise in various fields of endeavour, 
in affirming that: 

"As the Baha'f community grows It will acquire experts in 
numerous fields - both by Baha'fs becoming experts and by experts 
becoming BaM•(s. As these experts bring their knowledge and skill to 
the service of the community and, even more, as they transform their 
various disciplines by bringing to bear upon them the light of the 
Divine Teachings, problem after problem now disrupting society will 
be answered." 

(From a letter dated 21 August 1977 written on behalf of the 
(Universal House of Justice to an individual believer.) 

78. 

Closely allied to this role is the call of the House of Justice for: 
" ... the pr'omotion of Bah5'( scholarship, so that an increasing 

number of believers will be able to analyse the probhims of mankind 
in every field and to show how the Tl'achings solve them." 

(From a letter dated 19 January 1983 written on behalf of the 
·universal House of Justice to an individual believer.) 

The Counsellors and Auxiliary Board members can do much to assist 
in the response lo this call by their stimulation and encouragement of 
Baha'fs of distinctive capacity and promise, esrecially young Bah~'fs \vho 
are choosing their life work. Since the Bah'' Teachings relate to every 
dimension of human thought and activity, believers who become eminent 
in any legitimate field of knowledge are in an enviable position to make 
a significant and far-re-aching contribution by presenting the Teachings 
in a way that demonstrates the profundity and efficacy of the Revelation 
of Bah6'u'll,h. 

The Bah,'( community can already point to the e·xample of several 
believers who have become recognised widely for their scholarship, and 
whose intellectual pursuits were enriched by their abiding devotion to 
the Faith, and their compelling desire to teach the Cause. Within this 
company is to be found Mfrd Abu'! Fad!, who was described by the 
Guardian as "very ex?ellent and erudite", as well as the Hands of the 
Cause of God George Townshend, whose scholarship was praised by the 
Guardian, and Hasan Balyuzf, who was eulogised by the Universal House 
of Justice for "his outstanding schol·arly pursuits", as well as others who 
are presently engaged in like service. 

Promoting an Atmosphere of Tolerance: 
We now consider "promoting within the Baha'f community an 

atmosphere of tolerance for others" and strengthening "the fundamental 
core of the believers' faith". The Universal House of Justice has stated 
that: 

"The combination of absolute loyalty to the Manifestation of God 
and His Teachings, with the searching and intelligent study of the 
Teachings and history of the Faith which those Teachings themselves 
enjoin, is a particular strength of this Dispensation. In past Dis
pensations the believers have tended to divide into two mutually 
antagonistic groups: those who held blindly to the letter of the Reve. 
lalion, and those who questioned and doubted everything_ Like all 
extremes, both these can lead into error. The beloved Guardian has 
written that 'The Baha'! Faith ... enjoins upon its followers the 
primary duty of an unfetterC!i search after truth ... •. Baha'(s are 
called upon to follow the Faith with intelligence and understanding. 
Inevitably believers will commit errors as they strive to rise to this 
degree of maturity, and this calls for forbearance and humility on 
the part of all concerned, so that such matters do not cause disunity 
or discord among the friends." 

(From a letter dated 7 October 1980 written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to an individual believer.) 



71. 

The challenge to all believers is to develop the balanced combination 
prescribed by the House of Justice. to such an extent that they do not 
fall into one of the mutually antagonistic groups of which the Supreme 
Body warns. 1 

On the need for tolerance the Universal House of Justice wrote: 
'"The House of Justice agrees that it is most important for the 

believers, and especially those who hold positions of responsibility in 
the Administrative Order, to react calmly and with tolerant and en
quiring minds to views which differ from their own, remembering 
that all Bah{'(s are but students of the Faith, ever striving to under
stand the Teachings more clearly and to apply them more faithfully, 
and none can claim to have a perfect understanding of this Revela
tion. At the sam.e lime all believers, and scholars in particular, should 
remember the many warnings in the Writings against the fomenting 
or discord among the friends. It is the duty of the institutions o! the 
faith to guard the community against such dangers." 

(From a letter dated 18 July 1979 written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to an individual believer.) 

Promotion of an atmosphere or tolerance thus requires that those 
holding positions of administrative authority not over-react, and that 
those setting forth their understanding of the Teachings not foster dis
cord and dissension. deliberately or unwittingly. The warning against the 
fomenting of discord highlights one of the hazards facing believers who 
embark upon the practice of Bah,'( scholanhip. On one occasion the 
t:niversal House of Justice fell moved to comment that: 

·•There have, however, been cases of believers who look upon 
themselves as scholars, and may even be such in an academic sense, 
who have considerable expertise in certain aspects of the Faith but 
are lamentably ignorant or misinformed about other aspects of the 
Cause and the Teachings. Others have expressed bitingly critical 
views with a quite unscholarly intemperance." 

(From a letter dated 8 October 1980 written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to an individual believer.) 

By striving to express themselves with courtesy, moderation, tact and 
wisdom, Bah,'f scholars will contribute to the maintenance within the 
I3aha'i community of an atmosphere of tolerance which facilitates their 
limitless exploration of the meaning and implications of the Bah6'( 
Revelation. 

Strengthening the Core of the Believers' Faith: 
This need for Baht{ scholars lo bec,,me thoroughly deepened in the 

spirit of the Cause. and well versed in its T'!3Chings is emphasised in the 
foll,,wing passage: 

"In the application of the social laws oI the Faith, most of the 
difficulties can be seen to arise not only from outright disobedience, 
hut also from the actions of those who, while careful ti) observe the 
letter of the law, try to go as Car a~ it will permit them away from 
the spirit which lies at its heart. A similar tendency can be noted 
;imong some Bah6'( scholars. The ~reat advances in knowledge and 

eo. 

understanding in the vital field of Bah~'( scholarship will ·be made by 
th?se. who, while well versed in their subjects and adhering to the 
principles of research. are also thoroughly imbued with love for the 
Faith and the determination to grow in the comprehension of its 
teachings." 

(From a letter dated 27 March 1983 written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to an individual believer.) 

~n the same l~tter th~ Supreme Body calls attention to the danger of 
intellectual pride, which a .Bah,'( scholar must combat within himself. 
In these words: 

"The House of Justice feels that Baha°'( scholars mU'St beware of 
the temptations of intellectual pride. 'Abdu'l-Bah~ has warned the 
friends in the West that they would be subjected to intellectual tests, 
and the Guardian reminded them of this warning. There are manv 
aspects of western thinking which have been exalted to a status or 
unauailable principle in the general mind, that time may well show 
to have been erroneous or, at least, only parti.,lly true. Any B~hf.'( 
who rises to eminence in academic circles will be exposed to the: 
powerful influence of such thinking.'' 

(From a letter dated 27 March 1983 written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to an individual believer.) 

The provisions of the Covenant stand as our inviolable protect:0:: 
against distortion of the Teachings and against the subtle temptations of 
intellectual pride. Central to the Covenant is the authority of the Mani
festation of God ·and of the infallible institutions that the Holy Writings 
ordained. 'Abdu'l-Bah, has specified that: 

' 1Unto the Most Holy Book everyone must turn and all that is not 
expressly recorded therein must be referred to the Universal House 
of Justice. That which this body, whether unanimously or by a 
majority doth carry, that is verily the Truth and Purpose of God 
Himself." 

(From "Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha", Part Two.) 

The Universal House of Justice has clarified that: 
"I~ the Bah,'( Faith there are two authoritative centres appointed 

to which the believers must turn, for in reality the Interpreter of the 
Word is an extension of that centre which is the Word itself The 
Book is the record of the utterance of Bah~'u'll~h. while the di\:inely 
inspired Interpreter is the living Mouth of that Book - it is he and 
he alone who can authoritatively state what the Book means. Thus 
one centre is the Book with its Interpreter, and the other is the 
Universal House of Justice guided by God lo decide on whatever is 
not explicitly revealed in the Book." • 

(From a letter dated 7 December 1967 written by the 
Universal House of Justice to an individual believer.) 

and it has pointed out that: 
"While it may often be the part of wisdom to approach individuals 

or an audience from a standpoint of current knowledge, it should 
!lever be overlooked that the Revelation of the Manifest:ation of·God 
1s the standard for all knowledge, and scientific statements and 



theories, no matter how close they may come to the eternal principles 
proclaimed by God's Messenger, are In their very- nature ephemeral 
and limited. Likewise, attempting to make the Bah''{ Faitll relevapt 
to modern society is to incur the grave .risk of compromising the 
fundamental verities of our Faith in an effort to make it conform to 
current theories and practices." 

(From a letter dated 21 July 1968 written by the Universal 
House of Justice to a National Spiritual Assembly.) 

A vital element of Bah-.f'( scholarship is humility in recognising the 
limitations of the human mind In its attempts to encompass the Divine 
Message. Baha'u'llah addresses the Creator in a prayer, using these 
terms: 

"Exalted, immeasurably exalted art Thou, 0 my Beloved, above 
the strivings of any of Thy creatures, however learned, to know Thee; 
exalted, immensely exalted art Thou above every human attempt, no 
matter how searching, to describe Thee! For the highest thought of 
men, however deep their contemplation, can never hope to out.soar the 
limitations imposed upon Thy creation, nor ascend beyond the state 
of the contingent world, nor break the bounds Irrevocably set for it 
by Thee." 

(From "Prayers and Meditations by BaM'u'll6h, No. CLXXXIV.) 

Another vital provision of the Covenant is that concerning inter
pretation. The Universal House of Justice states: 

" ... individual interpretation is con9idered the fruit of man's 
rational power and conducive to a better understanding of the teach
ings, provided that no disputes or argumepts arise among the friends 
and the individual himself understands and makes it clear that his 
views are merely his own. Individual Interpretations continually 
change as one grows in comprehension of the teachings. • 

" ... although individual insights can be enlightening and helpful, 
they can also be misleading. The friends must therefore learn to listen 
to the views of others without being overawed or allowing their faith 
to be shaken, and to express their own views without pressing them 
on their fellow Baha'(s." 

(From a letter dated 27 May 1966 written by the Universal 
House of Justice to an individual believer.) 

The Covenant of Baha'u'll'h gives rise to a BaM•.i' community which 
will increasin,gly become known for its fostering of creative development 
and for its encouragement of individual expression. The Covenant also 
provides guiding principles by which a Bah,'( scholar can exemplify that 
harmony of faith and reason which is a hallmark of the Baha'! 
Dispensation. 

With the Seven Year Plan calling for the fostering of the intellectual 
life of the Bah,'{ community, and with the closely-associated develop
ment of Bah6"f scholarship, the world-wide community of the followers 
of the Greatest Name embarks upon an exciting phase in its develop• 
ment, which will widen the range of people attracted to Its truths, greatly 
enhance its prestige and influence, and broaden the foundation of the 
world civilization to which the Reveloation of BaM'u'll!ih will ultimately 
give rise. 



APPENDIX Ill 

A Brie! Response to possible Ba.'1:,( objections to the support 01' 

Academic Bah'9( Scholar11hip and the Establiahlnent 01' a Pennament 

Bah~( Studies Centre and Research Institute. 

Objection 1 The time now 111 tor the Bah&•! World to concern itself with 
teaching; to pro1'1'er ite 'good nave• to mankind and develop 
it, administrative 1nstitllt1one, Academic echolarship 1a 
eomething tor the tll.ture, 

1 Thi■ kind of Bah(,( voiced 1entim■nt 11 both understandable 
and wideepread, It 1■ not a talwli • perepectiie thoug.'1 it 
11 otten YOiced b:, Bahl\{. who ha.ve little or no knowledge 
of what the ~t~elitione and p(u-po111 or academic 1chol- -
-ehip ar!J. '.b7 1nCUvidual1 who have a 11.Clited perception or 
what Bahi 1! ■cholarehip might contribute to the Baha1C world, 
To M7 that Bah&•! 1cholar■h1p 11 •tor the Mure' 11 to 
sq that detailed Neearch into Bah{,{ ecripture, histoey 
and d~ctrine, etc .. 11 currentl7 irrelevant.It 11 to ,a:, that 
Bah&•u • who vilih to st~ their Faith in detail are wasting 
their tim- th17 lhould be I ellt teaching', 

In the light of the plethora of Baht•! text, that underline 
the importance of the intellect and Bah,,{ intellectual lite 
it can hardl7 be eaid that Baht 1! 1cholarlhip 11 a waste or 
ti.JNt,A variet7 or author!t.ative ~•! texte expllcitly atate 
that B~! adm1n11trative instution1 ehould atrive to promote 
and enrich the intellectual lite or the Bahl•!' communit7, The 
Bahli{ philoeophr of 1teac'l':n..s' obviouel7 includes the intell
-ectual articulation of Bahi.1f perspectivee. Academics and 
intellectual, al10 need to be •taugl:t' or informed about Be.ht•{ 
teaching, '1'he concNte support of Bah&'{ scholarship would have 
ir.iportant con••!IU•nces tor illternal Bahl•! 'deepening' and 
external Baha'1{ •teaching•, It would aerve to enable certain 
individuals to be more adequately into:nned at,out their own Faith 
and enable them to befittingly cOl:IIIUJ'li.cate it to others.It 
would also equip individuals to 1de!end their Faith' against 
distorted and hostile misrepresentations - which are increas
-ingll' ot a detailed nature or such that the •non-expert• 1n 
Bab!'-8ahl•! histor;• and doctrine cannl!t hope to discuss or •ret
-ute 1 , Experts and academically trained Baha'1{ scholars are need-
-ed to discuH and com::iunicate research findings that clarify 
'obscure questions' and to throw light O.Jl doctrinal: mid other 
issues that •trouble individuals or Baha1{ cOllllllunities1 • 

Quite apart from the concrete benetite that .the support 
or academic Bahl•! ■cholarship can nov otter there 1a also 
the point that atudying religion 1■ ontologicall7 valuable 
and illlportant-it 1a illlportant,in other words,in its ovn right. 
and tor it■ ovn ■ake H an ■xpreeaion or the creative human 
spirit. It sh_ould not be neceea&r7 to Justit., the academic atudy 
or the Baha1! Faith, . 

Ba.ha' ( scholarship should be viewed an an integral part 01' Baha' ( 

communit7 lite. As hwun beings Bahaf (a have intellect& and should use 
and develop them to the full. It ie obvious that the scholarly study 

or religicn is important ina111111.1ch as the lives of countless individ
-uals are determined by their rellgiou1 beliefs and practises.It can 
be extremely intellectually, emotionally and spiritually atimulat.1n11 
and demands a higll level or empath7, insight., ir..agination, detachment 
and honesty. The contemporaey decline or interest in religion ha11 perh
-aps influenced Baha1h more than many would care to admit in tenns ot 
obscuring the importance 01' religious studies in general and Bab{-Batia't[ 
studies in particular,So-called'concrete careers' or 1buainess euccesa• 
become all illlportant to the detriment ,;,r the alleged • ephemerallt7 or 
the atudy of religion- even the Babat{ Faith itselt1 

Another reaeon 'Wh7 it 1a imperative that eaht1{ institutions begin to 
eupport Baha11 studies in a concrete aianner-- the eooner the better in 
th!-~ comection-ia that it is beQCllling increasingly inport.ant that 
Dana•!, understand the histoey, nature and teachings of the great world 
religions.Ae time paases the Bah{,{ dialogue vith, tor example, Hindus, 
Buddhist,, J11V11,Chr1stiana and tllslimll vill • take on nev d1.menai6ns and 
be~ 111ore· and 110N i;formed, Academ1call7 trained experts on the history 
and teachings ot theae religious tradition11 vill be needed; Bah41 !'s who 
&N capable of Wormed dialogue vith le~g intellectuals, The stan<!ard 
ot the Baha1! approach to the 'great world religions' is, at present, 
intellectually very poor,Secondary Bahat! literature designed to 1convert 1 

Hindua, Buddhists, Jevs and Chriatian1, etc,, h&II 1:111ch to be desired;the 
errors 01' •tact• &N Dlllll7 and the apologetic .t.ance dated. Intell-
-ectuals who read th11 literature are fNquentl7 horrified by the lov standard 
or Baha'i scholarship. The vritere 01' auch tract.a u-.. oft.en devoted and 
veil-meaning Bahl{•!s wko have not had the benefit of informed tuitioJl, 
In r.o oriental or occidental langauge does there ex:iat an informed Baha'f 
approach to conter.:porary Jevs, Muslims or Christians. The Baha'i! literature 
111, .J,o; the most part, dated and inadequate, Outside or the promotion of 
Bah&1! scholarship this aituation 1a unlikely to improve. The establisranent 
ot Baba'{ StudiH inatitutions would go sooe way towards educating Baha'{s 
such that Won:ied dialogue ;;1th other relii;ionists becomes possible, 

The support. or i3aha•! Studies cannct be left. for the •Mure• as if the 
intemal and external articulation of Baha•f perspectives is divorced fro~ 
scholarly research. 

Objection: The establlsr.r.ient of an •Inatitute for l3L'1[,f Studies• would 
lead to a Bah&'! intellectual elite, 

This, I think, and I have heard it voiced on several occasions, 1s a quite 
absurd ob.Jection, No acholarl7 or academic institution for 'hiR.'ier 11tudy1 

can exist vithout appl.vini: the principle of 1111lectivity, Some individuals 
are better auited to • 1pec1fic academic pursuits than otheu-. EveryonJ 

• c&nr.<>t-be a •nuclear physicist· or a ;:hilosopher. Not all Baha1is 
deaire or would be p&rt!cularly 1100d at relii;ions studies--even those 
who ta;:e reliGl,ous studies decrees can di!!"er r:iarkec!ly in ab;_lity; ot.l:er
-wise they would all &et 'first class degrees•. !let all Bana1!s 



desire to be •!3-.t-a'•( achol&ra• or enQ,'!.• in the disciplined 
approach to nahl•i Studies.Net all Bahi•!s would be wllllng 
or able to face the challenge ot studying their own Faith; 
to achieve the nocessaz;, balance of empathy and objectivity. 

Thouch then, eelect.ivity h inevitable this ~ nothing to do 
with elitism. Baha•f scholars are simpq' ll&ha•{s--no better and 
no won-who study their· faith in a 111t.aat.ic and discJ.plined 
r:ianner. Thoae who might graduate t'ru&ll a OOlll"H in Bahl"•f studies 
do not becOQIJ anythingJ they are not. then entitled to ~ ' I u 
a Bahl 11 achola.r 1 , 1I 1111 special 1 (God forbid) or anything elae. 
They a.re notllng other than Baha'i fa who h&va attmpted to stud;v 
and understand their Faith in a d!aciplinad mannar.Cb"a"sp:1.r1taal 
level they 11111 e111arga ' no batter than ~boq •ls•' lince the 
scholarly study of tho BahC1{ Faith 1■ not. necHIIIU'ily the l8me 
as 'deepening', In actual tact the scholarly iltucb' ot one'• own 
Faith can ba an extrealy humbling experience. Cb• has to admit 
--oft.lJl frequently- that one did not lcnow ~ or understand 
Bah'1! teaching or histo17 •• well as one ld.dtt have • 1.mqined , 
One makes cdstakes and has thm exposed. Fa.r hOII giving the student 
&111 Hnse of belonging to an elite it should be that he or she 
becoaaa :.::ire aware and tolarenr. of Qt.her religionists and of hU.'llllJI 
lindtations, 

Bahl•{ scholars are not 1priasts 1 or ~bing ccmparable. They have 
no authority as ind1v1dual1 at all. Their detailed studies do not 
qualiti, them to guide others 1piritually. Thq are aillply fallible 
member• ot the Bahl•! coaainity who, for one reason or another, 
have decided to stud_v their Faith 1n detail. Thq do not <'onstitute 
an elite, 

Ob1act1on: The Academic approach to Bib{..aahtf! Studies 1a 1111 
inappropriate one. 

This possible objection 1■ ba1ed on a minndarstanding of the •academic 
approach', The academic approach 1■ neither directly ~■igned to promote 
nir destroy faith. Then ~ be academioe,-both Bahl:'t! and not.- who ae• 
to challenp faith positions but it 1a often the can that what an chall
-enged are uninformed and ~ture cr,-etalll11tiona of a 111ppo1ed "Baht•{ 
orthod~"• Schola.r.,s SOMt.imea,by 'lirtwt of their detailed researches, 
come up with BahCII perspecthes that are new and. it 1a not infrequently 
that case that textual support tor thair theories 1■ diacovered-script
-ural texts are. tound,not generally known or publiahed, that continn their 
detailed reaearches, 

Conaciou■ ot the tact that th■ academic approach ia not incompatable 
with apologetic■ and theologr (• n ta.1th articulating ihelt 11) each of 
the great world Nlig1ona 1pon■cr 1net.1tut.1ona that take an internally 
academic approach. Baha'i■ have pothing to tear about taking an int.em
-ally academic approach, U Bah&•{• wiah to eatablish inatut.1on, ot 
higher leaming that are napected tor their academic intagrit.7 it ill 
imperative that they understand and adopt an academic atance.It remains 
for the future tor Bah"{ acholar• and theologil!JI• to wrk out the kind 
of academic approach that 1a bast auited to Bibi-Baha'i!' studiH. It aee111• 
to me to be cert.ain_.howver, that an inhibiting •tund1111entallat. 1 poaition 
will not equip Baha•! scholare to enter into adequate dialogue with the 
thinking wrld or befittingly articulate their Faith. 

Objection: Are there r.ot already learned Bah(,{, and Baha•{ scholars 
whc are car.able of tultilllng Bahl•{ intellectual needs? 
Why bother with an Institute? 

While there are learned Bah,,(., and Bah{,( scholars there is no 
inatitution desi(lned to promote and coordinate academically informed 
Baha'i acholarahip andJlO full-tir.le courae which cat.era for the 
needs of younger Bai1"1!a 1<ho desire to undertake detailed stuey. 
A definite gap exists, Furthen110re, many ot the learned Bah!•!'s and 
Bahl{\{ achola.r1 have no real training-if any at all- in the academic 
study ot religion, The academic study 9f religion is a specialised 
discipline.Knowing alot about the Baha1{ Faith seldom equipa a given 
individual to enter into acadenlicall7 Wonned religious debate, The 
proposed Centre or Institute would ~mote this kind ot scholarship; 
student.a would be trained in Bllb!'-Bah(t{ studies according to the best 
contemporary methodologies 11\llTOunding the study of religion. Thi)' 
would .lead to new intellectual development.a within the field or Bab1-
B~ •! studies.It sat.(•!, are to keep up with modem developments in 
the study ot religion it is not enougll to tall back on the generality 
of 'lea.med Baha1!a 1 .It Bah"!s a.re to enter into dialogue with modern 
intellectuals they must be academically informed, 

A learned Blilf•{ ma:r imow a great deal,tor exampl.e,about the Baha'i 
notion ot'progreaaiva revelation 1but this does nut mean that he or she oould 
contribute in an acadelllic u.nner to the contemporar,- debate about the 
posaibllity ot an emergent 'world theology', A Bahit ! scholar may be 
lea.med 1n the Bah&'! interpretation ot the Bible but ma;r be comDletely 
unable to underatand or evaluate the methods 1111d finding a of modern 
Biblical achola.r1h1p. Such e:x.ar.iplea could be lllllltiplied. The setting 
up of a Cent.N or Institute on academic lines would produce scholars 
who mic-'rt. 111111ta important contribution■ to key conteciporary concerns. 

The number of learned Bah/if. who !-.ave been trained in the study of 
religion remains ve17 tew, The proJX)aed Institute would go some way 
to increaaing their nUClber and rais1Jlg Bah(,{ intellectual standards. 
No matter how well-qualitid a Bah'1! might be in such fields as 
mediciAe, . cl:amistey,phyaics, engineering, i:,sycholo&Y or econo-
•iCs thia doe■ not mean that his atudiH make him or her a good student 
of religious subjecy, Maey Bah&'(, regarJed as learned are learned in 
areas other than Bab!°-Bahi(•{ studies. Bab!-Bah( 1! studies b e self
centained and specialist field. As such it needs to be foatered 1111d developed. 
Learning in 1111 area peripheral to B&b{-"Sahi1! irtuches dces not r.,,ean 
tr.at acade=i.c integrit7 in Bab!-Bat-.a•! studies is aut0t:111.tic, In brie!, 
because conter:iporer:,- Baha1! deeponin;; 1111d stuey does not lead to 

academically intonned and expert knowledge in Ba,;(-Baha'( studies there is 
a need to eat\blilh academically oriented Naearch and teaching Institutes. 
Oriental Bahl•i acholarship tendsto polymath181D rather than s:rstemat.ic 
analy■i ■ and ;.a ,.generally uninformed by modem echolarly methodologl.eo. 
Occidental Baha'i "deepening" ia usually •teaching-oriented• and unaware 
ot a plethora ot texte and KSSin Arabic,Peraian and other languages central 
to the moN scholarly approach, I 1111 not suggesting that "deepening" should 
be acholarly Naearch but trying to highllgllt the ditterences between 
them. Though there 1■ ■ome contact.J Bah"! "deepening" is generally as 
ditterent from academic reeeuch ea the Christian ''Bible study group" is 
trom a Univ~sity Biblical Studies course. Many questions seldom if ever 
raj,sed in Baha•! •~eepening'' are ~duental to scholarly research. Texts 
and documents , Baha1! 1111d non-Baha•!, crucial tor academic research are 
relat.i vely u."11.mportant in the "deepening" context. 



A PF.RNANEt,'T BAIIA' I S11JDIES CE/l'TRE AND RF.'iF.ARCII INSTITUTE -- FIJRTIIER CONSDERATIONS 

Dcnls HacEoln 

I have rend with considerable interest Steve Lambden'• 'Thoughts on the Estab
lishment of a Peraanent Baha'i Studies Centre and Research Inatltute' and wish 
to congratulate hi■ for having set out so lucidly a propoaal whlch appeara to 
merlt serious attention in the Baha'i c-nitJ, I wlah hi■ luck in hi• efforts 
to generate ■y■pethy for hi■ ■che■e and hope ayapathy tnaJ in the end lead to 
concrete support ln the form of adequate fundlna for the enterprlae, In general, 
I find ■y■elf in agreement with most of hie observatlona, although I have rea
ervatlona about what eee■a to ■e to be en overly elaborate and unduly directed 
1yll1bu1 proposed for• three-year courae in Baha'i etudiee. I have no doubt 
that, were ■uch an institute to be ■et up, it could pe~ve • valuable.function 
and contribute a great deal to the development of thla field•• well•• to the 
enrichaent of the intellectual life of Baha'i■•• a whole, 

I do, at the ae■e tl■e, have one or two ■ore general re■ervationa the ex
prea■lon of .which NY help to clarify ao■e of the probleu that ■ay be engendered 
by the e■teblishaent of such an In■titute and, perhap■, a■aiat in the for■ulatlon _ 
of ■ore precise plane for the development of ecadnlc work ln thia area. Per-
haps •Y ■oat general observation ia that the growth of Bebi and Baha'i ■tudiea 
has alway■ ■uffered fro■ ■o■ething of a ten■lon between Baha'i perception■ of 
the statu■ oi Baha'i•• and the actual, mundane situation of that religion, It 
is, I thlnk, important to bear in ■ind that the notion that Baha'i•• 1■ a 'world 
faith' i■ an ontological e■■umption for adherent■ rather than a statement of 
observable or meaningful fact. Even if we accept the highest current estitnate 
of Baha'i world ■emberahip •• ■tending at 3 to 4 million (a figure which, for 
various reasons, I believe to be exaggerated, perhaps aa ■uch es twice the true 
figure), va ■till do not have a religious group of any greater ■ize or signif
icance than the Hor110n1 or Jehovah'• Wltne■■es, In hi■torical terms, Baha'i•• 
la a very new and untried phenomenon, with no algnlficant•literary, artiatlc, 
architectural, political, ■oclal, philoaophlcal, theological, or legal achleve
inenta to lts credit; it has never been the religion of a state or region or 
the baala for a civilization: and it■ spread has been the result of conscious, 
sOMvhat forced planning (a■alated by modern transport and communication■) 
rather than natural or sustained growth. I do not ■a1 an1 of thla to be dls
par■flng. In its own terms or in comparison with other new religious movements, 
Bahe ism has been extremel1 ■ucce■aful, and I ■ee no reason why it should not 
continue to be 10 for at least a little while to c0tne. , 

But it ls obvious that there are acceptable reasons for doubting whether it 
makes aense - for the outsider at least - to try to put Baha'i studies on a 
rar with, say, Buddhl■t or Isla■lc studies, or to atte■pt to fit Baha'lam aa a 
major component into general courses on world religions or aa part of a contrib
ution to the development of a 'world theology'. By that atandard, general world 
religion courses would be bursting et the seau vlth an endless array of ■mall 
rellglou■ traditions clsl■lna parity with the ■ajor faiths, I have often in the 
raat expre■sed ay concern about the rather srtlflcal (and, I think, ■lsleading) 
efforts of Baha'i institutions to have their faith introduced into schools on 
a rar with the eatablished religion■ of ■ajor ethnic ■lnorltiea. At ■Y harshest, 
I would describe it as aomething of a con trick which aeeka to take advantage 
of general public ignorance about the true ■tatus of Baha'lsm in the world as 
a whole. Certainly, it la, I•• sure, true to ••1 that ■ost scholars even now 
would approach the Baha'i faith (in it■ widest aenae, •• embracing llablam -
somothina I vould on other grounds di■pute) fro■ two principal angles: 1) hist
orically, dealing only wi~h the Dab! period (up to the 1870a, perhaps), within 
the context of modern Shi lam, Islamic reform, or 19th-centur1 Iranian or Hiddle 
East hlstorJ; and 2) aocioloalcally, aa a new rellglous movement (with rather 
leas attention to the queatlon of origins). Those concerned with broader studies 
of world religions would still be perfectly justified in giving it only the most 
perfunctory attention, if anJ at all. All th~• 111117, of course, change quite o 

lot in the next 50 years or so, but for the present I believe a down-to-earth 
appraisal of the situation ls the one ■oat likely to lead to useful results. 
Evon I, who a■ very for from promoting Daha'ism aa s major topic, find difflc
ultJ in convincing colleasues that it is a subject worth conaidering in any 
depth at all. 

None of this need, of course, have very much impact on purely internal studies, 
but it does, I think, hove to be taken eerioualy into account in any attempt to 
foster relations with the academic world outside the Baha'i communitJ,or to in
corporate Bahs' i studies into the framework of religious studies aa a whole. ·A 
realistic vlev of how things stand will do ■ore to encour■se a positive attitude 
on the part of outsiders than any amount of vhot will be seen•• pretension or 
self-delusion about status and comparability, In• situation where even well
established and important ■inor religloua tradition■ auch •• Zoroastrianls■, 
Sikhism, or Shintoism are not well provided for, one cannot. expect to bring Baha'i 
atudlea deep lnalde the uinstrea■ of rel191ous atudies. 

Thia ls, in itself, something of an argument in favour of the establishment 
of a wholly internal institution designed to train Baha'i• in the academic study 
of their faith. There are, however, problems with such s proposal. At present, 
the atructure of the Baha'i administrative &Jste■ la such that there would seem 
to be virtually no room for direct vocational training leading to a career within 
the Daha' 1 organization 1 taelf. Even if thoae ins ti tutlona of the Baha'i faith 
■oat in need of rellgioua experts (as opposed to computer programmers, managers, 
or accountants), by which r mean the Auxiliary Boards and Counsellors (and per
haps ao■e of the H•!fa-baaed agencle■, auch a■ the Reaearch Centre), in their 
capacity•• Baha'i uJau', were to develop along ■ore clearlJ professional lines 
in the near future, the ethos of 1ppolnt111ent would aeem to be such as to preclude 
atructured training for the· explicit purpoae of recruitment into a specific 
branch of the leaderahlp cadre. The implication that an In■tltute such as that 
proposed by ,Steve might lead to some sort of careerism within the Baha'i admin
latratlon would, I think, provoke wide oppoaitlon in Baha'i circles. It ls, of 
courae, eminently arguable from an internal Baha'i perspective that professional
ism la at least a■ desirable in the ranks of the 'religious' leadership (dare 
one ■SJ 'clergy'?) ss ln the ■ore mundane areas of Baha'i administration, but 
I shall leave auch a debate to thoae 110re intimately concerned with it. Another 
problem with a wholly internal Institute ls that, for Baha'i youth to undertake 
a three-year course in what would effectively be a form of seminary training, 
vould prove of little or no direct benefit to them in choosing and pursuing 
careers in the outside world -- not an irrelevant consideration in the current 
economic climate. Inevitably, ■uch an Inatltutlon could prove to be a viable 
proposition only for those with the funds and alternative career options (or 
family backing) to Nke it workable. 

From an academic viewpoint, the idea of a Baha'i-financed and Baha'i-directed 
Institution raises serious questions. Hy own experience in the Baha'i community 
and what I know of the current activitle■ of bodies like the Canadian Association 
for Studies on the Baha'i Faith (who ■anafed, for example, recently to hold a 
conference on 'The Baha'i Faith and Ialo■ without the participation of anyone 
vho had actually carried out original reaearch in that field) tnake me skeptical 
about the chances for such nn Institution to be accorded genuine academlc freedom 
consonant with the standards deemed neceaaery in any secular establiahmeot of 
higher education, It would be only natural and understanable for Baha'i instit
utions, were they to finance an operation of this sort, to seek to control the 
content and direction of courses and research, mucb,as they currently control 
publications on Baha'i aubjecta. They are, efter all, in the business of con
verting the world to their foith, not encouraging the dissemination of contrary 
opinions or doubts. I d.o not see how such an objection can be realistically 
circumvented. The ■ere espousal of the principle of academic integrity would 
not, of itself, reassure outside academics-that control of some sort would not 
be exercised (as evidenced by the highly tendentloua career of CASBF). Even 
eatabllshed universities face serious problems concerning academic freedom in 
the case of externally-funded appointments (■J own,lectureahip at Newcastle, 
funded bJ Saudi Arabia being a case in point - there are current fears that it 
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may be terminated on the grounds that I carry out and auperviae research into 
'non-lal■mlc' topics - i,e, Shiciaa,.Shaykhi1111, B■ bi .. , nnd Daha'lsa), Those 
who hold the purse-string• must, in the final analyala, influence (however un
consciously) the direction and tenor of research and teaching, One has to ask 
whether the funding bodies would view with equ■nl■ity such poaaibllltlea as 
courses taught by a0111eone like myself or a percentage of Baha'i students wlth
drawlng fro■ the faith or the publication of a journal or books likely to contain 
1118terlal that would not be pa■■ed by a Baha'i reviewing panel. Only inatltutlona 
with no direct stake in the subject tauaht can hope to re■aln unconcerned by 
potentially divisive or daa,oglna developaenta like thoae I have mentioned. 

It aee■a to ■e that a ■ore raaliat1c ptopoaltion et the present time would 
be the creation of a centre for B■ bi and Beha'l studies (thus differentiated) 
at a departaant of religioua studies in a reputable western university. This 
could be done by the provialon of funds for, _lat ue HJ', one lecturer and one 
research fellow, as well•• library facilities and fuhding for publications, 
includina a journal, Such funding would have to be aiven absolutely and without 
strings of any description, ideally in the for■ of an outriaht endownient to the 
univeraity in que■tion, with no atipulationa whatever concerning the appointment 
of incu■benta, the content of the librarJ, or the review of publications. It 
would take ao■e courage on the part of whatever institution (or individual) pro
vided the fund• to set up such a centre, but their faith in auch a venture would., 
I believe, be amply rewarded :,y a reciprocal faith in the teaching and research 
carried out there, 

It aee■a to ■e that an e■■enti■ l preraquiaite for diacuaalona leading to the 
estebiish■ent of ■uch a centre will be the recognition on tha part of Baha'i 
officialdom of the difference between critical acade■ ic atudJ of the Baha'i 
religion end unacedemic hostile c-nt, If it can be accepted that academic work 
on religion ■uat entail ■o■e degree of controveraJ and even at times lead to 
trenchant criticism of eateblished positions end dog■11tic aasu■ptiona, but that 
thla 1• crucial to genuinely independent end lntellectuall velid resonrch, then 
the possibility of-e centre ataffed at - stage only by non-B■ha'is (just ■s 
■ centre for Islamic ■tudie■ ■iaht well have no Huslia staff on occasions) ■lght 
appear leas threatenlna (or las■ conafiratorial) than it poaalbly does at present, 
It la a two-aided affair, If the Bah■ i leaderahip wishes, Baha'i•• to be taken 
aerlou■ly in academic circles and want• to introduce it into university curricula 
on ao■e level, it ■u■t co■e to ter■a with the fact that thia can only really be 
done by taklna the acade■ic■ theaaelvea aer10_11■11 end according them the respect 
they deserve aa profeaslonala doina their ~ob•• they beat know how, 

It re■llJ boil■ down in the end to a question of professionalism. Steve hna 
already alluded to tha fiasco of the Afnan/llatcher critique of •Y article on 
Babl holy var, What waa crucial to that whole situation waa the fact that lt 
involved 'two at:111teur scholars wading into a controversy they.were unequipped to 
handle (but which they/theJ knew a lot about), using a thin veneer of scholar
ship as a mask for what were e■sentiallJ fundamentalist motives, ending in the 
production of a naive attack on a profa■alonal study which, whatever Its merits 
or demettta, accuracy or inaccuracy, was baaed on a thorough investigation of 
colljllex aource materials, As I state in ■y response, the Afnan/llatcher article 
performed a serious dla■ervlce to the cause of scholarship in the area, whether 
by llaha'la or others, to the extent that it vo·uld implicate the former in lta 
polemical ■otlvatlon and fundamentalist methodology, and discourage the latter 
froe lnvolveraent ln a field of research which could lead to unpleasant situations 
of that kind, Only a thorough-going profesaion■lis■ can help allay the fears 
ralsed by ill-informed critiques such as ·this or the earlier Baha'i attacks on 
E,C. Browne. • 

I do not think mr suaaestlon precludes Steve's idea for a Dnha'l Institute 
tn its 01111 right, The two proposals would be pnrallel approaches to a complex 
problem. Steve proceeds fro■ a poaitlon·.of optl■ls■ with regard to the growing 
status of llnha'la■ as ■ faith and a C01D111unity, I take a 110re cynical view of 
the importance and future proapects of the ■ovement. To that extent, the purposes 
Steve hos in ■ind ■lght beat be aerved by an lnternall~run aemlnary-style 
institution (similar to other• established in recent years by adherents of other 
new rellRious 1110vementa, auch as the Unification Theological Seminary, the 
Religious Science School of Ministry, and the Dhar■a Realm B11ddhlst University); 

,1. 

■ore secul~r academic ends would be met by the provision of aome teaching and 
research in a single establishment under non-Baha'i control, attracting both 
Baha'i and non-Baha'i student■, It l■, of course, possible that one of the 
reaults of auch a division would be that the Baha'i Institute would become more 
theologically-oriented and the outside Centre a ■ore atrlctly religious studies 
operation, but I think such a demarcation la implicit in the situation, I know 
Steve wants to create a Baha'i Institution that would conform to the highest 
acada■ic ■tandarda, but, as I have argued in two earlier articles in this Bulletin, 
there would be tensions between such an el■ and the alma of Baha'i scholar~ 
as seen, for example, by the Haifa Research Centre, • 

In closing, perhaps I can reverse Steve'• basic concern about the lack of 
academically-trained Baha'i acholara (a concern which I nonetheless endorse) by 
drawing attention to the fact that, as things stand, I am ■till the only non
B■ha'l scholar engaged in full-scale research and writing on B■ bl or Baha'i 
subjects, Until larger numbers of outsiders can be persuaded to enter the field 
in a aerioua way (even if only to the extent of two or three major publications), 
there ■uat remain an imbalance the effects of which will continue to be deleterious 
to the proper development of the subject. I feel this particularly acutely because 
of the reception m1 work receives ln certain Baha'i circles. Were there to be a 
wider non-Baha'i scholarship on the subject, it would be more difficult to dis-
■laa ao■e of ■y theories and approaches aa my own personal eccentricities or the 
reaults of personal anlmua: there would be a wider context into which my work 
could be fitted, aa in the case of any other academic aubject. And that in itself 
would, I venture to say, prove a ■ajor atep forward the process of ■eking B■ bi 
and Baha'i studies take their place, however minor, in the full spectrum of 
scholarship. 




