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by };:.T. RALL (1fovemb~r 1933). 

~his narrative continues the history of the Baha 1i Cause in Manchester 
(1i'ngland) from the date of the foroation of the firot local Spiritual Assembly 
in f,Iarch 1923. The history up to that date was written and issued under the 
title of 111l1he Baha'i :Oawm Uanchester 11

, by the Assembly in ·March 1925. This 
continuation is in ol)edience to a request made by the 1Tational Spiritual .Llssembly 
,7hich requires that ec.ch locality's history may be writ·l;en in order that, from 
them all, a general history of the Baha'i Cause in Britain may be compiled. 

During the yea:r 1923 the Cc.use in il'ngland ;,-,as organized and the local 
Asseml)lies and the National Spiritual Assembly came into being, The nine 
members composine the latter were elected in such a mann~r as to represent the 
r~oups proportionally and this arrangement permitted two representatives from 

il'ianchester to sit in the National Spiritual Assembly; in fact, the two 
I:Ia.nchester representatives sat in the N .s.A. in October 1923 when the first 
chairman of that highest Council was elected to Office. 

1923. 
All that year was occupied by the Ii!anchester friends in deepening the 

sense of the Cause in the G1•oup and in makinrr efforts to spread the glad tidings 
and the principles of Baha'ulllah's teachings, principally by holding nucleus 
m0etings in the homes of the Ball's, the Craven 1s and the Sugar's (Higher 
Broughton, Altrincham and Crumpsall respectively) and by the giving of talks 
to various demominatiGnal classes such as at Gorton Adult School, the Pendleton 
Quaker's Meeting Place, Cross Stxeet Chapel, Chm·oh and Chapel elasses, the 
Theosophical Centre in Dea.nsgate, the Esperantist Centre and the Altrincham 
Unitarian Chapel School. Bahali li teratu.re was given to people and mari_y letters 
were written explaining the Bahati Cause to in~ulrers, In November and Dec­
eober c series of special Addresses concerning the universal principles of 
Balm'u'llah, TI"orld Unity, Esperanto, 13iblical Symbology, fulfilments of 
Scripture Prophecies and the history of the Bahaii Movement, were given to 
people gathered by Tuh-. J. C, Craven in the Altrincham Unitarian Chapel Scho~l­
room, Dr, J. E. E'sslemont and r,ir. )~ .. T. Hall being the speakers. 

1924, 

During the next year, 1924, activities proceeded, augmented by the 
appearance of Dr, :n:sslement 1 s new pamphlet, 11Baha tu' llah end His Messnge11

• 

This production was initiated by the !Ja.."lchester friencls. A representative 
took a ~um of flO to th8 Nationa.l Spiritual Assembly requesting that ~ b~OJle9st 
concerning Abdul Baha and His teachings should be issued for propagan&o/~ 
Lancashire. The E.S.A. deemed it better to publish a booklet upon the general 
history and principles of the Cause, for goner~l use~ especially for use upon 
the book-stali at the Wembley Exhibition, To this the }1ianchester Assembly 

aJreed and dispatchGd another ~2 t~ aid in the puhlieation of the same, Dr. 
l:ssemont 1 s pamphlet, 11Baha1utllah and ilis 1Iessage 11 was the result and copies 
were distributed from the Baha'i Centres in every direction, 

i1t this period a little class of children (amongst whom ,Jere John and 
~dward Sugo.r, .Mabel Chessell, Ronald and Norman Craven Md Edward R• Hall), 
,,as being taught the Baha,1 i elements by 1iliss Luoy Hall at her home in Higher 
Broughton. 

During this ye0,r Ba.ha, 1 i Books and Bookle:ts were purcha;sed from London a.nd 
lmcrica for distribution; oor~espondence ~ith friends abro.ad was maintained; 
end happy social evenings (besides the regular meetings) helped to enliven and 
hrii::.hten th6 timet 1i!eetin.gs averaged in att0ndanoe about fourteen people, but 
no~ and e-5ain much larger audiences uere addressed by Baha'i speakers, one suoh 
audience bGing the Sunday Afternoon Brotherhood of the SwedenborgiEm Church in 

,~~deli ff e,. 

T~1e Lanchester friends uere privileged by receiving visits from Hrs. Amy 
Wilkins of S'ydney in Jm1e~ 1ilrs. Louise Greeory of the United States in July; 
!:'lrzu •ihm2.d Yazdi of Port Said in Au6-ust; l'lro and 1ilrs, jfoun-tfo1•d falls of U .s.;l. 
in Octobcr

0 
The friencls g:'..thered t_~ piee~ them a~ one and a.~oth:r o~ the homes 

c.nd ,::-reat chEerfulness resulted fro~_\fue I Gllowsh:i.p und the lnspiro.tion of 
tbE:se me::etint5s. 

. I 
cont,.; .. ,. 



-2-

1925. 
During the follo~ing year, 1925, in response to a call from the Tehcran 

::'.:::,iri tual Assembly, for local histories, th€ Manchester Spiritual 11ssembly 
published a small edition of one hundred copies of their history under the 
title of "The J3aha 1i Dmm~ Manchester". (Ii:.1L Hall). 

In May a copy nas despatched to TGheran and other copies v,ere sent to 
the 1,:r;1erican Baha'i .ii.rchives to be preserved, as they contained full trans­
lations of the beautiful and encouraging 'Iablets ·.-1ri tten to the Lanchester 
friends by the lJeloved 1-ie.ster, .Abdul ]aha. 

It was at this time that the Manchester group took quick and <:n€reetic steps 
to stop false accusations 1:iade by a certain Liverpool clergyman at;uinst the 
oaha'i Hovement. This clergyman had prepared for publication an attack upon 
the Co.use, wholly based upon prejudice, and, in mo:Jt subtle manner, connecting 
the Co.use rri th c1evil-\rorship in London. He hnd ffiven per!:lisuion for D. most 
cruel intervie,, to 11e published in the 11imvire Eev,s 11

, far too dangerous to be 
11beneath contempt 11, Letters passed between the Secretary of the Manchester 
Spiri tucl Assembly, the clergy1~1an and the editor of the ;!mpi're He· ,s, r-.nd in the 
end (e,fter a very business-like and interesting intervie\1 betr1een the ;focretary 
( i!. T. Hall) of t!},e Jroup, the Edi tor, i:md the journalist responsible for the 
article in the nespo.per)truth came uppermost. At the end of May there ,;,ere 
vublished in the ~olumns of that newspaper the ckre;yman 1 s apology and a lettGr 
giving the real nature of the Bah&'i teachings and Baha'i character. 

In the month of 1':n.y, too, Mr. Sdgfried Shopflocher of Montreal and, n fer! 
dc.ys later, !.Tr. Ruhi ii.fnan and Mr. Karnaloff of Tashkent, visited the friends in 
t:o.nchester; whilst in July came again Mr. Ma.son Remey - just finishing another 
jfuropcrui tour. The latter, after describing his journey and encouraging the 
friends, remerked that he v;as "so glad that the friends had kept the cause pure 
in M:£.1.nchester.11 This he repeated ere he departed. 

In October cume the visit of Dr. Youness Khan o.nd nr. Arastoo Hakim, learned 
friends from Teheran, Persia. Through all these visitors the friends in this 
city learned ne,1s of the !1Iovement, s activities, in a manner inspiring and en­
trancing. 

Meanwhile (to go back n little) in Aut;ust the centre of gravity which for 
two a.nd a half years hod been in HighGr l3rouehton was transferred to Altrincho..in 
for temporary economic reasons. Good r;ork folloued, many meetings being held in 
Altrinche.m. 

1926. 
During 1926 efforts to r:mintain activities continued in both i.(nnchcster nnd 

}.1 trincham. In r.Tanchester a.bout seventy neu people rrnre circule.rised three 
separate timr~s \Ti th Bnha 1 i li tr-1rature and thi~~ resulted in several persons 
bE.cominc interested, amenest them bein 6 Mr. A. Robinson of Chorlton, Hr. :V"tl. "E. 
Coleman of Sale o.nd M.r. Bt;:rnard Inglr:?by also of Sn.le. 

Altrincham meetings werP. likenise successful. 
Then Miss Mcirtha Root I s visit to l-!!n.nchester in !tugu8t ~lso produced good 

r,a~.ults eventually, as Hiss J3unn and Mir:s Jcakin (both of fcndleton) becru:ne 
o,ctively intcrestr~d in the Cause. 

Me::.i.mrhile, brother Ches sell of !!~ast Didsbury had intcrcs tGd l'.;r. e.nd Mrs. 
Jones, a young couple liviue on the slopes of o. ;-,Te:(n hill called \-ferncth LO'-'-' 
01: -the outskirts of Hyde. All these nev: fri1?nds bet::~an to a. ttend Bn.ha' i Meet-
ints ond reo.d the r.iatters pertainin,~-: to the t:loricus Cause. 

1927. 
In 1.pril 1927 the .. U trinclmm friGnds felt strong onoueh to form their or;:1 

loccl Sj}iritunl Assembly o.nd thcr<:::fore became (orgo.nically) indepo:md1::nt of 
Mi:n:ch:::Gt<:ir. The MnncheDtGr friGnds re-organizEd r.iinus th0 j:.1 trincho.n friends, 

the cen-l;re of t;ravity br~ing once morG in Higher Brou[;hton, nith exc,:llcnt sup:po···t 
fro,,i Crumpsall. The ueight of the work fell upon the lfo.ll 1 s and Sugar's, so fc:.r 
uJ the home ,-;;nthi<:rings ucrc concernE;d. This yGnr un.s rnnrked by ,:onder·fully 
cheerful, ardent o.nd blessed mGdings avcraifing in o.ttendo.nce n.bout fourteen soulr::,. 
The •·unveilinz, of the J)ivine Plann, the "Seven Vallf?ys", the alorious 11Carmel 
T2.bl1:.t'\ uere medi tnti vely studied. Devotional mectin({S wf.?re h€ld. 1.L'hG frii?nds 
8ou.:sht to understand the im•cr significance of the Divine nev€la.tion. The ye,;.r 

contd/ ....• 
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was ma:rkcd also by a ereate'!' n.ttem::.:'+, than ever before (in Uanchester) to 
diffuse the fragrances of Knowledge of the Cause far and '7ide beyond 
Nan.chester. In Jux1.e, on behalf of the Local Spiri·':ual Assembly, a pamphlet 
by E.T. lie..11 en·~itled 11The Univer.so.l r..eligion" was ,,ritten and printed for 
propoga;.1dn \-,Ork in th :SP. regio~s. Thrc.t! t}y,us~.nj copies were printed and 
ut the ent'I. of A,;:.ru.st and du~ing September solJla nne thousand t\'10 hundred addresses 
in the Briti3h Isles 11ere rc~chedf amungst uhich were the addresses of the 
editors of about three hunr.:"ei ar..d for·~y journE! 7-s and neilspapers e.nd the 
librorians of the Un:::.versi ties. S:..1ort :·evierrs of the pamphlet appeared in the 
11DGrbyshire .ll.dvertiser 11

, the r1Hn.rrogo.te Herald", the 11Ifurrogate Advertiser, the 
11John o' Groat Journo.111 of Wick (Caithness) and one or two other journals. 

Following this, a friendly ~nd most interesting correspondence developed 
between one of the 1'Ianchest~r frie:;.1ds (E.T. Hall) and t"r, R.J .G. Millar, the 
editor of the 11John oiGroo.t Journal 11• 

Soon Dr. Esslemont' s book 1'Baha 1u 1 llah and the New l!ira 11 1.1as added to the 
books upon the editor's book-shelf and he was receiving month by month the 
Baha'i Magazineo At fairly regular intervals since then the good editor has 
reviened the magazines, in his columns, bringing the history and the principles 
of the Ba..¾a'i ~ovement before his readers in the north of ~cotland ~nd in the 
Colonies, for the jou.rnal goes far abroo.d. 

1928. 

Throughout the year 1928 mGetings continued, nou at the Hall's and now ut 
the Sugar's homes, in Higher Brouehton and Cru~psall, the aim being to deepen 
rath8r than extend the C~use. Besides the spoken addessses, the studies, the 
discussions, three special essays by ~.T. Hall wera ty:ped Md circulated amongst 
the friende:-
In .April the "Rizwan Address 11; in August one concerning J3a.ho,1u 1lln.h 1s arrival 
in the Holy Land at the end of August 1968; and in December an essay showing 
the relationship betvreen certain Bible sayings and the Baha'i Revelation, 
matters concerning fulfilment of Scriptures. Sixty copies of each essay uere 
circulated and the next year all three essays appeared, each in a separate issue 
of; the Ncvr Zealand Ba.ha r i &.gazine, 11The Herald of the ~-fou th 11• 

In OctobGr of this year the dear friends, Iaiss Bunn o.nd 11:i..ss Deakin, left 
Manchester to live in Perth, Western Australia.. On their way to Perth they 
stayed a few hour.a in Port Said and were treated mo•3t affectionately and 
hospita.bly by the Bah:i I i f.riends of that city who had :received \ford of the oomi11!1, 
of the young womGn. 

Letter~_:receivcd by Manchester friends (s0011 o.ftervmrd~) expresse~JJM!,s 
~n•s and lfilss Dea.kin's deep and happy appreciation of all the kindness/to them 
in Port Said. Thes·e two lovers of the Balia 1i Co.use left o.mongst us three 
good friends, n~mely, Uiss nlice Williams, who aftor~ards se~ved the Assembly 
o.s its seor~tary (during the mon.tts from March 1932 to Tuiarch 1933) and ~'ir. and ~h•s. 
;3radsha.-~7 who sho,,ed to.any kindnesses and much lave for the Ca.use. T.hese new 
friends \7erE:J of CJl.i Trafford and Ashto11-una.crr ... Iqne.. 

1929, 

Throughout 1929, encour~ged by lettere from the beloved Guardian of the 
Cause, Shoghi Effendi, the work ocintinued in Tufo.nohester. A vGry vigorous 
activity c~ntinued from Ja.~uru:'y tc Ootobor, duxing whiah pGriod tno more special 
cil'oula.tions of Baha'i Litero.ture took place. 

In April the Assembly iasued ~ booklet containing an appeal to English 
people to give ear to t,11.e Be.l:la' i Teachings as they a.re for the unifica.-bion and 
ha:r:i:piness of all t~e people of thr. uorlct; 11TJ"e Isles" e:1t:1r.i.ally mentioned in 
the prophec:..:!.3 are t~e Bri ti3h Isles, of whiah it ,ms so.id that they ( the Isles) 
"shall vri::it for Ilis L1:1,w11-·-·•llleanins the full 11:1,w of the Kingdom of God. .A 
thousand copies of t!,3 book] et were printed and copies were sent to add.:t'ea.ses 
of certain people living in the towns of the Ribble Valley and others to people 
living in the Lune Valley and othera to people living by the coasts and in the 
adjacent islands, even to .Anglesey, Man1 the Hebrides, Orkneys ond Shetlands, 
.n.nd the Irish roast a.nd to the islands in the lllnglish Channel., Copies w-e"J.~e 
also sent to addrssses in Liverpool? Gla.s£,:or,, 1£clinburgh, Cumbria 0,nd Cai thnea-s. 
'l;hie booklet-ess~y 1 J.i~e the thrrile essays before it, appeared in one of the 19e9 
issues of the r:e~, Zenl 'lnd 11HG:ro.ld of the South 11

• 

contd/. ..... 
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The second circularization ~oak place in June, the main item in each 
packet of Baha1i Literature being a folded leaflet, prepared in 11anchester, 
entitled "The True Spir:Lt 11• Tb.is .folded leaf.let drew attention to the 
beautii'ul and lofty aims of the Baha1i Cause. .The circulaxization touched the 

same addresses as 't7e:t"e -reached by the Ribble Essay of April. 

In June- also appeared the first issue of the Bri tis-h Bab.a I i .Neus Letter, 
a produ~tion initiated by the Manchester Spiritual Assembly and carried into 

effect by special efforts in January and in May. The issue of the Hens letter 
by the N.S.A- has been regular .and fairly useful and the necessity for such a 
medium is nou fully recognized. 

In the Summer-time a 1.lb.ha.mmedan gentleman from Hyderabad, Dec.can, uas 
staying in Manchester, He came in contact ,-Jith the friends, attended Baha1i 
mee.tings 1 went rambles and outings, became interested and. read several import­
ant books, This gentleman (:Mr. M. Carim) returned to India in August, bearing 
...-:ith him. Dr., Es.slemontts book 11Baha1u 1llah o.nd the New Era 11 .and other Baha 1i 
Literature. 

In October Dr. Youness Khan of Teheran Yi.sited I:/Ianchester again, encouraging 
and interesting the friends uith an account cf his v~ry useful tour in Eu.rope. 
The several days of his visit were trm.ly fragrant rrlth his kindly advice and 
patient presenc-a.. 

In December one hundred and sixty prominent people of' !!fanchester and 
Salford uere circularized \TI.th Baha'i Literature ~nd this evoked several 
interesting and very amiable replies, correspondence following. 

1930. 
In January 1930 twG hundred and fifty alderman a.nd councillors o~ 

i..,".anchester, Salford, Eccles and Stretford~ were like\Jise circulo.rized.. In 
February it was learned that the friendly editor of the "John o'Groat Journal" 
of ·wick was :pre-puring to make a toUJ:' of the United States and Canada. in order 
to visit the various branchr.:s of the "1-:ide-spread Cai thness A.sso.ciatian. -This 
s,~emed a good opportunity for :Mr, llillo.r to come in contact with prominent 
Bllha1i friends in the West, especia.lly those in ChiGngo where the Temple was in 
COUJ:'se of erection. With I Ir. Miller t s consent lett~s of inti~oduotion were 
sent by llr. E. T. Hall from 1::anche-ster and in due course Mr. r.ai1ar met several 
friends in Chicago and ~as shoun over the great unfinished Temple and was made .. _ •"<"" , ) 

acquainted with the wonderful. symbclical and artistic details by the a:rchi tect (file. 1~,y-tt.1 
himself. The good editor gave a beautiful account of it in the August 29th , 
issue of the "John o 1 Groat Journal". 

It was in the. month of ap.ril 1930 that the centre of gravity changed from 
Higher Broughton to CrumpsaJ.l, ]'{.ir, A. Sugar f.6e:ling moved by the Spirit 

to shepherd the group by keeping in touch rrlth the friends and holding regulur 
m1:etings at his home. Mr. Hall had found it imp.ossible to continue them ut 
his home::. 

Splendid-eervic-e .followed, the group being held .tcgether, the fragrances 
of Abba being diffused, whilst likewise through li;r. Sugar's efforts, a little 
group of interested fritds came into existence in Bradford, Yorkshire. 

I\ 

1931. 

Throughout the yea:r 1931 the good wcn-k oo.n.tinuGd1 a.11 the general meetings, 
save a very few, being hC::ld as in 1930 in the homeof Ur. and Mrs. Sugar in 
CruI:1~sall. Three me€tings during this year stand out in memory--not more 
happily than usually, but very prominG~tly. One uas the Rizwan meeting in 

ilpril when the friends gathered at the home of J.iiss Alice Vlilliams in Old 
Trafford, about thirty-six adults and children being present. Hospitality, 
love, service, and rich and deep mention:i.llgs of the Cause of El Abha marked 
the day of Festivity. lmother uas on the date of the Declaration of the B<1b 
in :Way when the friends gathered in the home of l!!ro and Mrs. Jones oi' We:rm,th 
Lo~,. ~ certain sueetness prevailed in the homeliness of it all. A very gentle 
and pleasant twittering of the canary and a sound of softly dropping rain upon 

the leaves of the trees, just ou tsid~ of the open \:indou, accompanied the 
rec.ding of the intense narr8.ti ve of the: reno-vmed ~ '.'fy-~_i;iing of the Bab I s Declara-
tion of His Mission" ( as described in Nabil I s .rfti.'rro. tif~) o A little black cat 
dozed peacefully by the ·m1rm firc::side, c.nd the room was full of adults and 
childYen intently listening, 

contd/ ..... . 
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(by E. T. Hall) 

A poem entitled •rwerneth Low"/\. written for the occasion, \1as read by the 
speaker, and this poeP.l mis afternards seen in the Indian "Balm I i Weekly" 
and in the Nm·r Zealn.nd "Herald of the South". 

The third most interes~ing meeting ~as held at the home of the Chessell's 
in Green lnd, Didsbury, v1hen the question of politics arose (amongst other 
things discussed by the older Baha 1 is and t,10 mm-comers still dominated by 
un-Baha 1 i views). It came out in full force that Baha'i friends could never 
descend to party-politics, as these are, by their nature, breeders of mis­
trust, jealousy, disunity, und narrmmeso of thought, .,hereas the nature of 
the c.dministrntion of the Kingdom of God upon earth (for ,,hich the Be.ha' i friGnds 
stand) is loving, universal, bent upon justice to all, self-sacrificing rather 
than self-seeking or self-prol!loting. Put into a fe,, "ores, the outcome of the 
discussion that evening \.as the decisivr; and definite vie·., tha.t the grand policy 
2f tr.e KinRdom is universal in its principles, and no Baha'i could ever louer 
h.imnelf or herself to such D. lC?vGl as to adopt n m.erc,.ly sectional attitude. 
Since that evF.ming, o.s never b~fore, the rr-roup hf::.s been determined to k::.e::p clear 
of party-politics and hE:.s spoken nore and more clearly and stroncrly about the 
uni veorsali ty and the oneness of the Kingdom for i'ihich the friends are organizi!ig­
in all parts of the ,mrld. 

It \✓as during this ye[~r thn.t tlr. and ll:rs. Collint;e of lliddleton (r,Io.nchester :• 
joined the Cause. 

1932. 

In Januc.ry 1932, after thr~BE: fine efforts to hold the Co.use o.nd give forth 
th0 message of Bahn 1u 1 llah, lli. Sugar been.me seriously ill throueh over-strain 
(for he had bcGn continually at i'iOrk for the CE.l.mie after his long hours of 
business) and llrs. Sugo.r was also unwell. It therefore been.me necessary to 
hold the mcetines elsewhere and once at:;c.in the centre of gravity bec~me iiiGhe:r 
~rouJhton, pending a settlcmer,t in a. pu 1)lic roor.1 son11.mhere convenient to all. 
A VE:ry serious change took place c.11 round to ocet the new oi tuc.tion, but thG 
mer:. tings wr-.;re rec;ulnrly held at the hor.Jf.:? of the IfaJ.1 1 s. 

f,t le11gth o.rrangeoents wr~re mcdt; to hold the g(:.m:rcl meetings every Sund~w 
evening in a room over the BlacklE.y Co-operc.tive Society 1 r! shop o.t 17, Qui~ens 
Eoe.d, Ha.rpurhey, Emel a contract was signed .,hich covered this use of the room for 
t·:!elve mont!::.s. Fifty-thri.:·e ::.,eetings HEre hi:ld thl:.rE dro·ing the period frora 
Jun~ 19th 1932 to June 18th 1933. In some respects this effort wns the greatest 
oince the Co.use began in llanchestcr - Circumstances rrn.rl nrisen which placed the 
r<:;sponsibility for the financial rnainten£1nce of the Cause, locally, solely U]:ion 
t'hG \!D{~&-Gc.rnint,; section of the friend:.:. These friends rose to tl1e nece3si ty of 
the occasion cheerfully, and in the:· spirit of true sacrifice they gnve their 
utr:iost. ~•,hen the contract ended it rms ser:n tl,nt instead of having a.ny debts 
thi:, 0-roup treasurer hc.d still c. little money in hand. Hant of t€n shillings 
lH~r week, cost of hymn books o.nd the printine of Bo.ho. 1 i Hymn lea.flats, hurr.iordun 
repmring, a notice board for the front door, Baha'i litorature for s0lc and nis­
tribution, and other extra but neccsoD.ry exp(n~es,---~11 wer~ met successfully 
end the friends \JOrc n.s free when they had finisl11c .. d the ~:xpcrimcnt as when tltcy 
coLW1::nced; and this in spi t,1 of scvf~ro.l bt:':ing unenploycd and othc:r:s unwell. 

1933. 
Mr. Hall's summary of the effort, entered in his diary on June 24th 1933, 

::c.s &.13 follous g - "The Q.u0ena Road Uoo.o \10.S o 1 a r g e upper room, warm, and being 
full of lieht. At one <?nd of thE- room wa.s o. tnble upon which ·,m placed e. 
do.rk-red embroidered cloth, the gift of Fuad Ilouhani of Tehero.n to Lucy Ilo.11. 
In the con' re of this uo.e E..lwo.ys a la1\:e and pretty glc..ss vo.se filled 'li th 
1:, :c.utiful flowers - in the summer and o.utUl!ln there were fragrant roses o.nd .stocl<.s 
frora llr. Chessell's garden o.nd in thi::; uinter a:nd spring daffodils, no.rcissi and 
·.1f...llflo~ers brouc-ht by I.~s. m::.11. The sc,,rviccs were all arro.need and guided 
i:-;r broti".er Collingt of :lli.ddleton, at th~ express ,dsh of the Assembly, he 
:·t•.vinG !1ad 1::iuch experience in Huch ma.tt<"rs. At i:Jach m€eting three frienda ~w.t 
•~ t the table beforr., the:: audi(;nce, the chc.irr.1::m in th{; CFmtre, the speak. 1:?r to 
Lio riaht and the r<::arkr to hif~ left, l~-'.wing the f(;rsfo.n cmbroidGry nnd th: 
.:'lo·.:,::r:, in vim,. .£ka.r the t~tle j_r. c:. coni•:r of tl;E:: room~ atood thG hE'.rm01:1un 
;.Lich :,r.d bl:r::t'! 1,~ft for our use by lli.•;a :Sunn c.nd tliu::, J'kr..l.cin when the:y went to 
Am:tl'l:.lia.. lli:.,-:i Lucy ]r:.11 }:l~yecl thi:3 ir~strnment er;.ch Su_r1dr-..y eve;ninc-, accompy­
ing the frhndt.:J in thdr :..:;iJ\(.i::c---8~.'vr:ral hymns c1.nd Shab10.z \:aite's "EE:nedic"tir,1.,_;. 

being sung1".'itJ:: ph2.::~nt r~nd ii:::~~•:;.riny e:fft;ct. 

t 
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Wonc.arfully tender and beautiful ,;,as the Benediction at the close of the simple 
service everyone loving the words and the music. The readings uere from the 
11Bab.a1i Scriptures" and "liidden \lords"; and the addresses we.re upon the 
Principles, History, Biography and Philosophy of the Baha'i Cause --- the Spirit 
of it all bein[.; glad tidings of the coming of a ne,1 World Order in v1hich right­
eousness, justice and the Glory of God shell prevail. The various speakers 
during the twelve months were iifr. !1. Colling/€, who ffave able addresses quite a 
nurnber of times; i'ltr • it. Su.:;ar, -;,hose addresses are ahmys masterly; eloquent 
c.nd persuasive; L::r. Jr. T. Hall; iifr. Ji'dm1rd Sun-ar; Hr. :Brady; I,ir. Ray: 1,iJ'.'. 
John Craven; l-Ir. Bernard Ingleby~ i:.ir. lZ. ]~. Coleman; a.nd iiiiss Julia Goldman of 
Honolulu. The friends cane to these meetings fron Hyde, Altrinchrun and Laddl~ton 
bosides from v2.rious quc.rters of J;ianchestf::r, [!alford and Sale. In general the 
c.tte:ntances numbered seventeen c,.nd eic;liteen peo),.ile and twel'!t:1,r four attended Miss 
Goldman's meeting. The literature upon the table ~as composed of cppies of Dr. 

Esslemont 1s "Baha 1u 1llah and the New Era", '11hornton Chase's "In Galilee", E. T. 
llall 1 s 11The Univr.,rsal Religion", booklets of Vital 13aha I i Principles, and folcled 
lccflet entitled "The frue Spirit" and latterly, 11 booklet of extracts from the 
beautiful reviews of Baba I i J}~'lGD.Zincs \lhich have froui time to time ap:peared in 
the "Jopn o' Grout Journal". The ,,hole effect of tho services nas unifying, the 
friends bEcoming used to combined effort. Strangers sometimes dropped in and 
cau 0ht n. sense of the universal spirit of tlle Cause. Tho servicas were but an 
experirnent. 

A thousand copies of the booklr::t of "John o'Gro£:.t Journal" Ileview l!xtrncts 
h:::d been printed in Hancliestcr, Mr. Lillar, the °fditor 1 kindly contributing 
tom:i.rds the expenses. 

On Juno 18th 1933 :ms held thC':! last mcetint:; at tho roor.1 and that meeting 
was typical of tham o.11. i:.1:i6hteen pGreons attended. Hr. [JJoe Lee occupied the 
chc.ir, giving out the hymns during the evening. One was th,~ gram hymn of the 
rt:.formcrs, the last vr:1rse of which runs cs f ollm!s: -

"Oh E?.rth, thy future shall be great and glorious, 
°\Ii th its reformers toiling in the van, 
'rill truth and love shc.11 reign o I er all victorious, 
J"..nd earth be gi vcn to freedom. and to mo.n" • 

i1J1other was the tc•nder and heart-reaching 'Baho.1 i hymn: "Softly His Voice is 
cr.lling norr". The last hymn was the renovmed:-

11These things sho.11 be z 1~ loftier race 
Than e I er tha world hath kn.mm shall rise, 
With flarae of frcedon in their souls 
iind light of knowledge in their eyes 11• 

Hr. :rnim.rd Sugar wo.s the reader, the oelections being from the Baha'i Scriptures 
concerning love and the doing of good ductls even to our enemies, ancl from 
"Hidden '.·lords" amenest which were these: -

"Sow the se.fis of Hy Divine Wisdom in the pure soil of' the heart end wat<:r 
the~ w~th the water of c~rtitude tho.t the hyacinths of Knowledge und wisdo~ 
Iilay sprinc verdantly from the holy city of tlic henrt---RO\'! lonr; wilt tho-i;_ soE",r 
in the reo.lms of passion? '-lin1;s have I bestowed upon thee, that thou mayest 
fly to tho realms of mystic holiness o.nd not t.o the regions of satanic fancy. 
T111:, comb, too, have I gi vcn thee that tl:ou mnyest tend J.;y raven locks and not to 
wound It,- throat------0 1:fy searvants l Y<: arc the trees of My Go.rden, Ye r:mst give 
forth goodly and wondrous fruits, thv.t ye yoursGl ves and othe:rn may profit 
therefrom", 

::r. Collings wcs thG s:pco.ker, his br:o.utiful nddree13 beine; upon the Ba.b, 
:Gaha1u 1 llo.h o.nd J~bdul Baho.; their grec.t ~d wondGrful aissions; the new 
spiri tu.al springtime; mun t, evolution or '¼folding ev&r towards the Kingdo!!1 of 
r:cd, ever towards world harmony in the Glory of God. 

He showed the tr~nd of creation from the fire-misto and nebulousness of 
tl._e bcginring to this agG of educution and invention in v1hich hne cocc the c,.,11 cf 
-r:-~::1. .c11 u I llr~h for the: Unity of the i,"/orld --- the call for co-operetion and peo.ce. 

On the table, by the speaker, ~-m.s o. w .. se of beautiful flc,wars, pink a.nr. :::'Gd 
sweet ,1illiam, bluey luvins, sprnys of delicpi•e \Thi to flmrnrs - in the still 
iJrillic.nt evcmin.•! sunshine. Tl'.is last S,:rvice at th: Roon crone to e:. close \Ti th 
the 'Bene-'liction, uhich wns evE-:r so sweetly :--.ntl lovin?-?;ly sung". 
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Sinc e then, the genGr~.l meetings h::nre beGn held. o.o•.in in th(; borae of I.tr. 

and Mrs. He:.11 in Eigher Broughton. lfobil Is H'11rro.tivG - 11~he Dmm Breakers 11 
-

has occupied the minds of the friends, a copy of that grr;ut work ho.vir:.g be:<:m 
lent to the M.c.nchestr::r ii.ssembly by lirs. E. P. Ifom,orthy of York. Tre1:1enc1ous 
and soul-stirring arr:: the e:i::isodes narrated in tho.t book, and through ond 
through the soul goes the,: line of tlrn Bo.bi chant sung in the forest of 
!-'.inznndernn in the days ending at Shaykh 'i'abarsi - thut lineof exultr.nt praise 
of the Holy One, 11Lord of thr; anci.,ls and the Spirit". 

'I\-,10 J3ahc.i visitors froITi o.broacl met sevr;ral of thG frir:,nds at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Sugo.r - Mr. ::nmrma. Ba.boo of Ro.n6oon in Se:pter.ibGr und Mr. 1raeric Sc:.lo. 
of i:iontrea.l in October. ;\t a muJting of tho fri..:,nc1s in !iie;her Broughton 
(sixteen being present) on Tuesday evr.:ninc;, Octob,~r 10th, T-:..r. Sc.le. gave a vary 
b<:c.utiful and quiet talk, the spirit of r;hich was this, that it is beginning to 
cla,m upon pr-:)ople thct the Be.he I i CCI.use is not o, nen rcliGion but the arrival of 
o. ne'il i,forld Order - the Worlt1 OrdGr fulfillingReligion since the \•,orld began. 
In the :past, he si:.id, the individual hnd lc£:.:rned tho.t he must not kill, steo.l 
or he unjust but this did not extend to nc.tions, peoples and races. They still 
fi{.;llt 2..nd destroy one a.noth0r; tliey still rob ea.ch other to build up Empires; 
1:ncy fJtill treat each other meanly a."'ld ung.ustly. But now, through the fileachin{:'S 
of :Sah£:.1u 1llah, the s2.r.1e laws which bincl indivmduals r:ill become the universal 

Q't~l laws bindine all the nntions nnd iJGOIJles and racC?s of the world. 

In the discussion f ollo\'Ting i':Ir. Se.la Is talk c.11 thouehts were turne·,~ tom::.Tc"!s 
tllG establishr.1cnt of e universal Bouse of Justice - the Po.rliuraent of r:Inn. 

During this ye:1r (1933) in the .reeks .i)rior to th8 closinG of the meetings at 
the Qur::en I s noad Hoom, several of the youne; frir,mc1s decided that the time had 
coue for them to form o. Youth Group apart from this Gcmeral J:.1ieetings in which t!1e 
<:.ldr:,rs were dominant, in fact, independent of the general meetings though under 
thG local Spiritual Assembly. 

This inspired move met ui th th,:: hc::;aty approval of all the friends n.nd was 
officially sanctioned by the locnl Spiritual Council, receiving the affectionatG 
1Jlossing of o.11. The mecibers of the Youth Group as first formGd were~ Alice 
WiJ.lia.l!ls, M..'.!bel Che.ssell, J~sie Rich bell, Pauline Frei k.g (later to become 
Mc-sda~1es i,.. Parkinson, Ed. n. Ilc.11, Joseph Lee, Frank Senior, respectively), 
Lucy Ho.11, ::~'J.sie Gibbs, Joseph Lee, John Sugl;.r, Edwnrcl Sugar and Eel.ward Hall. 
Their meetin:rs were held Vc.'..riously at one.~ Baha Ii hor1e or another --- at the 
S1.1gcr1s, Hall's, Lee's, Chesse111s, Freitag's and fdchbell 1s. Om.: of the:se 
hnppy '.veekly raeetings was hr:?ld on Se]_)teml>Gr 3rd in the verdant country about 
IIa.thersage in Derbyshire. Hr. Lee took them thither in his car and some good 
photographs were ta.ken by John Suf,'e.r. 

At th€ date of this cot1pil11tion (November 1933) the activities of the friends 
fo.11 into three phases, namely~ i-Jonthly general oeetinr~s; weekly Espern.ntist 
clc.sses; o.nd Yleekly Youth Group classas. The Espr:rantist class is cheerfully 
c:.rn1 brilliD.ntly led by Edm:i.rd Su3c.r. illl the meetings are full of good fellow-
sr.ip cmcl spirituullity. The grou:i;: is re].)rEsent,~cl in the Joint Disa.rmo.mant 
Cou..--1cil. 

The MnnchestGr Baha'i Assembly or Council, consists of nim, mmnbers, 
nenely:- Mr. E.T. Hell, Ch~irman: Mr. J. Lee, Secrct~ry: Mr. J. ChessGll, 
Trc::c.surer~ i-'Ir. A. Sugar, !':ir. A. Collinge, 1-ir. Edward Su6ar, Mios Mabel Chessell, 
Miss Lucy lfo,11 end Miss Alice \!illio.ms, foreign correspondent. 

The mo.in inte:ntions of this ltssembly, lookinJ for,,c.rcl, o.rG, to start DrJain 
in c-; ccntro..lly situated public Room o.nd to go.thGr torJethcr 0, children I s clc.ss. 

:.'Ii th \'10ru1 o.jJprr-;cio.tion it remembe:r:-; the loving visits of LD.dy Blomfield, 
Mro. Slo.dc and Miss Isobel !lives. 

'11his brin{{S tlw gr-mGr&l history of the hm1cllester Bc..ho.1 i Group to the 
i:Jrescmt clc.te and only u fe~1 remo.rks n.nr1 tender thoughts rrnno.in to be noted. 

Ho proselytising ho.s ever been done. The tea.chin;{s of El Abhn, like 
fragrance 9 have spread from en.ch ]o.lm'i to other people and i,ho ce,n record the 
mystery nnJ the results of these spiritur.l emc.no.tions ond influonces? Souls 
have been reached in M;:-.nchestcr rncl fo.r beyond, by word of mouth, b.:,,-letters, 
and by pout€c1 litc.:rc.ture --- souls livinr: in Lancc::shire, Yorkshire, CheshirG 
and Westmorlcnd; in the va.lleys of Ilersey, Ribble, Lune ond KcmtJ by the lc.1:es 
.:.1::iid.st the Cur.JbriE'.n Mou..'l.tr,ins; by the shores of the Irish }Jen,9 and onong the 
vr. lr::s r.nd u1•lc1.nds of the PenninGs 9 yea 9 and fo.r beyond thrne, in the outer 
1:c :'ld. 'i1l"1e first washes have been put by the: Grcnt 1i.rtist upon the cc.nvas of 
reality a.::.'!d the first ,?0..shr:s seen to be inc]eEd fa.int 2.nd 2.11 but unrecognisable 
to ar:y:):te but the artist. Yet theJ are the func.ar'.lental necessity ['.n<l ::-~s the 
Beloved Master said, nothing i:3 e1.•e!' lo.:.:t''o 

t
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ii.l.iorigst the 1'rienc1s thernsel·vGf.l (i:i..r;;siste<l by pr.o.yr::r!ii, the Guidance c.ncl the 
lovinG encourageuGnt of the Guarr1inn of the C.<:rnse:, 3hoghi fffendi, by lovinr: 
r:nd ins:;;>iring letters from friends ::i.broad, anc~ by the. fro.grant visits of frier1ds 
froD other Bahn I i cE:ntres) fni thfulness hc.s 1.-revailC;d. Thou;~h the whole 
Mc.nchr,ster Bahn' i cor:rr.1uni ty :::i.uy not cxce~d thirty souls, it hc.s cone tr.rouch 
ull tGsts as splr:ndiclly [ts rnmy gr.::at '.:md pom:rful organizations, uftEr ma.king 
sa.crifices ,;:orthy of its existence. 'l'he love, of J3aha 1u'llah has been strong -
very stronc-; the fellowship very sincere; incidents h£:ve occurred of c. nature 
'both gTatifyin,s and chan1ine. Th<: SiJiri tucl confirr:wtions have; been r.111ny and 
,;ondc,rful. \'![l2·, illness, iJOverty, 1-.o.ve not quenched t,lrn ,:,piri t; nor have 
apathy, indifference, wront,rrnindedness and even opposition of the people, 
deterre.--1 too r1uch the cleti::rnin£:tion of the friends to 1~ush on \7i th the Ca.use. 
On the contrary, the Spirit hc.s overcoL1e all th~t could be set nee.inst it from 
,,i thout and v,i thin. 

The hor.1es of thC= Tia.hn.' i fricmcls have been blessed points of li 61:t set in 
nc.ny districtc, wi tnC::ssing to thco '.L'ruth - little centres of sincere love c.nd 
hospitelity, vibra.nt ·:,ith the praise of El Ablm, the J•1ost Glorious Spirit of 
the: Kin1!don! The borne of the Jones 1 , sc::t in its little .:;arckn upon the;; louer 
slo_tles of \/erneth Lovr, so c;reen cntl leafy; the honG of til,., Chessell's :::.t Green 

End, Didsbury, sGt in the: lovely g[.rden i-:ith its young c.pple trees, honeysuckle 
and roses, which brotiwr Clrnsscll cul ti vat es so Gnergetically and cCu"efully for 
tl1e pleo.surc1 of Bo.ha I i friends r1he:n the;r vi ::3i t hin; t}1e ho!,1e of the Co llinges 
in i'.-:iclclleton \7hcre the good friends keep pretty birds in c cn{:;e \✓hich fills c1 

,,hole room - po,?try o.m1 sincerity nre in the very atI:J.osr,here nf this house so 
nGc.r to the lovely po.rk o.t the foot of the: old church; the horrw of the Sugc.rs 
in Crunpsull, eternc.lly 2.t the servicG of the ~o.us0 ancl full of the inspirE:d 
mentionings of thG Ma.ster nnJ. His teachinf;s; the home of Mrs. :Demi, i'-Irs. Birch, 
:icr.i lmnie in Ho..rpurhGy, full of ble~;sed L1eoories of encourc..cemcmt end cheerful 
hor;pi tc.li ty; the home of the He.lb in Higher Brouchton ·.:i th broth,:'lr r.:uson 
Rer:iey' s great picture of the Greatest Nc::.ri1E:, like: a standard of tho Co..usce ulnc.ys 
hc.niin,-:; on the :Cc.stern wall of tbi front roo□, so full of light 1 the hor.ie of 
tr:e \!illic.ms (no,;; in Str12tford) with its n.tr.:os:phere of friendline~s and iu-t, c.nd 
oth 1.:r hOrJtS - a.11 renderc:d pt:culhrly lovable bccausC:: of the F:-·.i th. 

Of such o.s these-= is the King·a.or.1 of God, sv,eet with selfless love; the 
ho;:;.e3 of true-hcart~d people who look st00.dfo..stly towo.rds c. futurG UnivGrsa.l 
~::ou.,e of Justice, o.nd ,,ho ere doinc thdr be.st to c.stJist in bringing it into 
re11lity in this ,1orJdof unrest, ~iety Ema. ca.re (due:: toMc.n.1dncl 1 s kck of 
,1enerouu unity rmcl ri;3"ht o.clr.,inistra.tion). If such a.n effort r:10.y nppeo.r 
infinitesima.l in such a va.st uorld, it is, nftGr all none the le8s vorthy,~nd, 
t!·,eref ore, better recorded than left unnentioned. 


