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“All human beings have been created to carry forward an [
ever-advancing civilization...The well-being of mankind,
its peace and security are unattainable unless and
until its unity is firmly established.” - Baha'u'llah
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Faith are New & Distinct?

Presentation & Discussion with Christopher Buck, PhD
gAuthor of several books including Baha'i Faith: The Basicsjj
Introduction to the Baha'i Faith: Tim Macy

3

Frlday, lune 12 S 6:30 p.m. (MST) Flagstaff AZ |

-
-
.
»
.
c
-
-
4
»
»
"
.



https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid01CVBw6QqqzEHcPnasDyJ6wAjfDr5XiAg7r6p8kbMvJ9GX6QsPTg7YYcGPnyBe8hGl&id=100064794608126

What Teachings of the Baha'i
Faith are New & Distinct?

Bahai Evening Fireside
Flagstaff, Arizona

Christopher Buck, PhD, JD

Hosted by Tim Macy
Friday, June 12, 2026 (6:30 PM MST)



https://bmb.imgix.net/1050679/1050679-master.jpg?q=90&fm=webp&fit=clip&w=2048&h=1365

First Disclaimer
In a podcast ("High Strangeness Show"” - June 5, 2025), | was asked if

there are any clergy in the Bahad'i Faith. My answer: “Look at my collar. -
I'm not a cleric. - We have no clergy in the Baha'i Faith."



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjxvpIlEfAo

What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?

What Is the Baha'i Faith?
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hristopher
Buck

Baha'i

Faith

the basics

“The distinctive feature
of the Baha'i religion
IS Its emphasis
on promoting unity,
from family relations
to international relations.”

Baha'i Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 3.


https://books.google.com/books/publisher/content?id=X5wFEAAAQBAJ&pg=PA1&img=1&zoom=3&hl=en&bul=1&sig=ACfU3U23lyhLyT072DC3Z4zeapzFvX4e9w&w=1280

Cambridge University Professor
Edward Granville Browne's

«— Pen Portrait of
Baha u'llah (1890)



https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/43/Edward_Granville_Browne_Shannon.jpg

What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?

". .. my conductor paused for a moment while | removed my shoes. Then,
with a quick movement of the hand, he withdrew, and, as | passed,
replaced the curtain; and | found myself in a large apartment, along the
upper end of which ran a low divan, while on the side opposite to the
door were placed two or three chairs. Though | dimly suspected whither |
was going and whom | was to behold (for no distinct intimation had been

given to me), a second or two elapsed ere, with a throb of wonder and
awe, | became definitely conscious that the room was not untenanted. In
the corner where the divan met the wall sat a wondrous and venerable

figure. ...

Edward Granville Browne
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“The face of him on whom | gazed | can never forget, though | cannot
describe it. Those piercing eyes seemed to read one’s very soul; power
and authority sat on that ample brow; while the deep lines on the
forehead and face implied an age which the jet-black hair and beard
flowing down in indistinguishable luxuriance almost to the waist

seemed to belie. No need to ask in whose presence | stood, as | bowed
myself before one who is the object of a devotion and love which kings
might envy and emperors sigh for in vain! A mild dignified voice bade

me be seated, and then continued:”

Edward Granville Browne
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'Praise be to God that thou hast attained! . ..Thou hast come to see a
prisoner and an exile ... We desire but the good of the world and the
happiness of the nations; yet they deem us a stirrer up of strife and
sedition worthy of bondage and banishment . .. That all nations should
become one in faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection

and unity between the sons of men should be strengthened; that

diversity of religion should cease, and differences of race be annulled-
what harm is there in this?.. .’

Baha'u'llah
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'Yet so it shall be; these fruitless strifes, these ruinous wars shall pass
away, and the “Most Great Peace” shall come ... Do not you in Europe
need this also? Is not this that which Christ foretold? ... Yet do we see
your kings and rulers lavishing their treasures more freely on means for
the destruction of the human race than on that which would conduce to

the happiness of mankind . ..These strifes and this bloodshed and
discord must cease, and all men be as one kindred and one family . .. Let
not a man glory in this, that he loves his country; let him rather glory in
this, that he loves his kind . ..

Baha'u'llah
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“Such, so far as I can recall them, were the words which, besides many
others, | heard from Beha [Baha'u’llah]. Let those who read them
consider well with themselves whether such doctrines merit death and
bonds, and whether the world is more likely to gain or lose by their
diffusion.”

- Edward Granville Browne, quoted in H. M. Balyuzi, Edward Granville
Browne and the Baha'i Faith (1970), pp. 56-57.

Edward Granville Browne




See further:

“Scholar Meets Prophet:
Edward Granville Browne and Baha u llah

(Acre, 1890)

Bahai Studies Review
Published online: 2018
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https://www.academia.edu/48928466/_Scholar_Meets_Prophet_Edward_Granville_Browne_and_Bahaullah_Acre_1890_2018_
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Cambridge University Professor
Edward Granville Browne's

s Obituary of ‘Abdu’l-

Baha (1921)


https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/43/Edward_Granville_Browne_Shannon.jpg

What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?

"The death of ‘Abbas Efendi [sic], better known since he succeeded his
father, Baha'u'llah, thirty years ago as ‘Abdu’l-Baha, deprives Persia of
one of the most notable of her children and the East of a remarkable
personality, who has probably exercised a greater influence not only in

the Orient but in the Occident than any Asiatic thinker and teacher of
recent times. ..."

Edward Granville Browne




What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?

“One of the most notable practical results of the Bahd'i ethical teaching
in the United States has been, according to the recent testimony of an
impartial and qualified observer, the establishment in Bahd'i circles in
New York of a real fraternity between black and white, and an
unprecedented lifting of the “colour bar”, described by the said observer

In

as 'almost miraculous’.

- Edward Granville Browne, “Sir ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas: Died 28th
November, 1921," Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and

Ireland, new series, Vol. 1: (January 1922): pp. 145-146.

Edward Granville Browne




See further:-

“Edward Granville Browne
(1862—-1926)

British Writers, Supplement XX
Published: 2013
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https://www.academia.edu/12314852/_Edward_Granville_Browne_British_Writers_Supplement_XXI_2015_

What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct? 17

‘Abdu’l-Baha's “New" Baha'i Principles Expressed as Actions

1. Search for truth. /. Abolish every prejudice.  12. The special Baha'i
2. See humankind as one. 8. Promote world peace. "Cov,e,nan.t" Protects
Baha'i unity.
3. Seereligion as one. 9. Provide education for |
\ . A 13. Adopt a universal
4. Religions should unify. ' auxiliary language.
N 10. Economic problems
5. Religion respects i i
sciegce P require spiritual 14. Work is worship.
o ' d solutions. 15. The Baha'i Faith offers
. Women and men are z AN
equal 11. The Universal House of other “new principles.

Justice is unique.



Second Disclaimer
The 15 answers on the previous slide are based on my research of three

public discourses by ‘Abdu’l-Baha - (1) June 19, 1913; (2) November 15,
1912; and (3) December 2, 1912 - but expressed in my own wording.
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What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?

What Baha'i teachings are “new" and
distinctive, according to ‘Abdu |-Baha?




On 15 November 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Baha was asked:

“What has Baha u llah brought
that we have not heard hefore?”

The Promulgation of Universal Peace
www.bahai.org/r/591469335

20


http://www.bahai.org/r/591469335

On 2 December 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Baha was asked:

“You have asked me what new principles
have been revealed by Him.” (Baha u'llah)

The Promulgation of Universal Peace
www.bahai.org/r/322194491

21


http://www.bahai.org/r/322194491

What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith
Are New & Distinct? 22

A PARTIAL INVENTORY
OF THE WORKS OF
THE CENTRAL FIGURES

OF THE BAHA'T FAITH

WITH A SUBIECT CLASSIFICATION
SCHEME FOR THE BAHAT WRITINGS

VOL. I: CATALOGS

Words spoken on 1913-06-19 in Port
Said

% "Partial Inventory" ID — ABU0231

% 860 words, mixed.

* Persian/Arabic text:

% https://www.bahai.org/r/918230707

% Source: Partial Inventory (2025), p. 1466.

s Update: Partial Inventory (May 2026), p. 1209.

% [194 volumes. Requires Dropbox account.}



https://www.bahai.org/r/918230707
https://blog.loomofreality.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Partial_Inventory_5_vol1.pdf
https://blog.loomofreality.org/?page_id=252
https://blog.loomofreality.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/PI-v5-title-1.png
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A PARTIAL INVENTORY
OF THE WORKS OF
THE CENTRAL FIGURES
OF THE BAHA'T FAITH

WITH A SUBJECT CLASSIFICATION
SCHEME FOR THE BAHA’T WRITINGS

VOLUME 193:

CATALOGS

VERSION 6.0 « MAY 2026

-

2I8"
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https://blog.loomofreality.org/?page_id=252

Authenticated and authoritative Persian text, with

authorized English translation (posted 29 August 2024):

Persian Text of ‘Abdu’(-Baha's Talk in the Hotel Sultani in
Port Sa'id, Egypt (19 June 1913)

24



What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?

L Ballae wibs a0 g Snal GES oS jo ol g paane bl SToadb el
el gUlay o Slslase 5 Senal GESaloS Hu l cadbpuaaale gasles Jie
sl (rlant g gibag ianl g gl g gadde rean’t S 5 g Sl QLS LTS
aSLEt g s ol 51 9 Setacnl QUS aluS [ tal g il (gusia Cudaal
Original Persian published in: Khitabat-i-Hadrat-i-’/Abdu’l-Baha, Vol. 3, pp. 76-78.

See also: https://oceanoflights.org/selection-from-talks-of-abdul-baha-140-fa.

Persian typescript courtesy of Adib Masumian.

25


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/KA3/ka3-80.html
https://oceanoflights.org/selection-from-talks-of-abdul-baha-140-fa
https://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/

What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith
Are New & Distinct? 26

A PARTIAL INVENTORY
OF THE WORKS OF
THE CENTRAL FIGURES

OF THE BAHA'T FAITH

WITH A SUBIECT CLASSIFICATION
SCHEME FOR THE BAHAT WRITINGS

VOL. I: CATALOGS

Address at Thompson home,

New York, 1912-11-135

s "Partial Inventory" |D - ABUOO38

% 1760 words.

s Source: Partial Inventory (2025), p. 1453.

% Update: Partial Inventory (May 2026),
p. 1199.

% [194 volumes. Requires Dropbox
account.}



https://blog.loomofreality.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Partial_Inventory_5_vol1.pdf
https://blog.loomofreality.org/?page_id=252
https://blog.loomofreality.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/PI-v5-title-1.png
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A PARTIAL INVENTORY
OF THE WORKS OF
THE CENTRAL FIGURES
OF THE BAHA'T FAITH

WITH A SUBJECT CLASSIFICATION
SCHEME FOR THE BAHA’T WRITINGS

VOLUME 193:

CATALOGS

VERSION 6.0 « MAY 2026

-
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https://blog.loomofreality.org/?page_id=252

28

Teachings confirmed in “Tablet to the Hague.”

No Persian Text of ‘Abdu’-Baha's November 15, 1912 talk



What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith
Are New & Distinct? 29

A PARTIAL INVENTORY
OF THE WORKS OF
THE CENTRAL FIGURES

OF THE BAHA'T FAITH

WITH A SUBIECT CLASSIFICATION
SCHEME FOR THE BAHAT WRITINGS

VOL. I: CATALOGS

Address at 780 West End (Kinney
home) New York 1912-12-02

s "Partial Inventory" ID — ABUO130.

s 1090 words, Persian:

s www.bahai.org/r/918230707

% Source: Partial Inventory (2025), p. 1459.

s Update: Partial Inventory (May 2026), p.
1204.

¢ [194 volumes. Requires Dropbox account.}



http://www.bahai.org/r/918230707
https://blog.loomofreality.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Partial_Inventory_5_vol1.pdf
https://blog.loomofreality.org/?page_id=252
https://blog.loomofreality.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/PI-v5-title-1.png
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A PARTIAL INVENTORY
OF THE WORKS OF
THE CENTRAL FIGURES
OF THE BAHA'T FAITH

WITH A SUBJECT CLASSIFICATION
SCHEME FOR THE BAHA’T WRITINGS

VOLUME 193:

CATALOGS

VERSION 6.0 « MAY 2026

-
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https://blog.loomofreality.org/?page_id=252
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Rediscovered/published Sep 14, 2023 (110 years later):
Persian Text of ‘Abdu’l-Baha's December 2, 1912 talk
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Lo ssl8 ol laculs dagio Lgngy (o) cosSlas aio ssmg alf wandl coul (oaane (ioi el Jioa
5 cnin K anlon oo catial vl gradans i Caal (uulas oa i) L 4 st

e posaidieals 8 diie jallie pegls 5o iy 51 €S add el guan oyl dile L S Lo
195 1y o Lo as g0 0 Lpidaas ot (o S et o o€ vt (gunan o Lol v L
anilsan | 4siSe S Ll ol Sl jlocs dllelgn suan addlad |y i alilelgn 10 51 ol
Tl Lls asiasis addlai o Lan Tl T sl ol (aalas o588 51 510,88 184S WS g0 daadla

S A el sl sales ainad 5 3500 daguan s aillai S LLaS ] 3yls duagai s aullai o Ll
IS 5l gaaaa anllad uasl GUS o iaad Sl (fas 9 (IS g 5o S 3l (guaa aallad
aiSoe S3 ) Lo fo Yla gy oo Ay S oo dalllan &S ) LT s (IS s

(o) isSlos Claia ssmng all el ol (gaans oi el o3

www.bahai.org/r/769585599

32


http://www.bahai.org/r/769585599

What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?

The Story (History) of How, When, and Why
‘Abdu'{-Baha ldentified New and Distinctive
Baha'i Principles

33
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https://images.nypl.org/index.php?id=88460&t=w
https://images.nypl.org/index.php?id=444945&t=w
https://images.nypl.org/index.php?id=826918&t=w
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What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?

‘Abdu’l-Baha's Talk in Port Sa'id (19 June 1913)
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Hotel Sultani in Port Sa‘id, Egypt (19 June 1913)

% |In the afternoon of June 17th 1913, ‘Abdu’l-Baha
landed at Port Said. [...]

% As the hotel in which they were to be housed proved
too small for their numbers and activities, a huge tent
of the type which Egyptians used for public functions
was pitched on the roof of the hotel. [...]

%+ Another day, under that tent, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, looking at
the ranks assembled, said it was truly remarkable that
such a gathering had been made possible.

% Hasan M. Balyuzi, Abdu’l-Baha, The Centre of the
Covenant of Bahd'u’llah (Oxford: George Ronald,
1971), pp. 396-398.



https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sara-Fouad-8/publication/352789000/figure/fig2/AS:1039654476337156@1624884351505/a-Wooden-veranda-of-a-Port-Said-Hotel-in-1913-b-Port-Said-1900-Quai_W640.jpg

Authenticated and authoritative Persian text, with

authorized English translation (posted 29 August 2024):

Persian Text of ‘Abdu’(-Baha's Talk in the Hotel Sultani in
Port Sa'id, Egypt (19 June 1913)

37
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L Ballae wibs a0 g Snal GES oS jo ol g paane bl SToadb el
el gUlay o Slslase 5 Senal GESaloS Hu l cadbpuaaale gasles Jie
sl (rlant g gibag ianl g gl g gadde rean’t S 5 g Sl QLS LTS
aSLEt g s ol 51 9 Setacnl QUS aluS [ tal g il (gusia Cudaal
Original Persian published in: Khitabat-i-Hadrat-i-’/Abdu’l-Baha, Vol. 3, pp. 76-78.

See also: https://oceanoflights.org/selection-from-talks-of-abdul-baha-140-fa.

Persian typescript courtesy of Adib Masumian.

38


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/KA3/ka3-80.html
https://oceanoflights.org/selection-from-talks-of-abdul-baha-140-fa
https://adibmasumian.com/translations/abu0231/

No talk is there in town save of the loved one’s rippling hair;
No spell abroad except her eyebrow's curve—exquisite snare!!

S0 resoundingly was the Divine Call raised that all ears were
thrilled by it and all souls stirred. “What call is this,” minds
marvelled, “that hath been so raised? What star Is this, that

hath thus risen in the heavens?”

‘Abdu’l-Baha
“Extract from a talk of ‘Abdu’l-Baha™ (Authorized Translation)

39


http://www.bahai.org/r/918412038
http://www.bahai.org/r/918412038

Some were lost in wonder, others made inquiry; still
others set forth proofs and arguments.

All confessed that the teachings of Baha u'llah were, In
truth, unparalleled, and that they constituted the spirit of
this age, the illumination of this century.

‘Abdu’l-Baha
“Extract from a talk of ‘Abdu’l-Baha™ (Authorized Translation)

40


http://www.bahai.org/r/918412038

At most, such criticism as was voiced against them did
not extend heyond the claim that similar teachings had
been enunciated in the Gospel, in reply to which we
sald:

"Among these teachings Is the unity of mankind—show

us in which book this Is recorded.”

‘Abdu’l-Baha
“Extract from a talk of ‘Abdu’l-Baha™ (Authorized Translation)

41


http://www.bahai.org/r/918412038

“Another teaching is universal peace—in which book Is this?

That religion should be a cause of love and unity, otherwise It
would be better to do without it—In which book Is this?

And that religion should be conformable with sound reason and
true knowledge—1in which book is this?”

‘Abdu’l-Baha
“Extract from a talk of ‘Abdu’l-Baha™ (Authorized Translation)

42


http://www.bahai.org/r/918412038

In the original Persian:

Sl Llas eMSJA Oyl

“In dar kudam kitah ast?”
Literally: “This (in) in (dar) which (kudam) book (kitab) Is (ast)?”

“In which book 1s this?”

— ‘Abdu’l-Baha in Port Sa‘id, Egypt (19 June 1213)
Authorized Translation (Baha'i Reference Library) Original Persian text:

https://oceanoflights.org/selection-from-talks-of-abdul-baha-140-fa

43


http://www.bahai.org/r/918412038
https://oceanoflights.org/selection-from-talks-of-abdul-baha-140-fa

“In which book hath the equality of men and women been
established?

And the elimination of all forms of prejudice, whether of creed,

religion, nation, politics, or race—in which book is this?”

These and similar considerations we set forth in reply.

‘Abdu’l-Baha
“Extract from a talk of ‘Abdu’l-Baha™ (Authorized Translation)

L4


http://www.bahai.org/r/918412038

What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?
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‘Abdu'l-Baha's Six Port Sa‘id Principles (19 June 1913)

Principle #1: "Among these teachings is the
unity of mankind—show us in which book this
is recorded.”

Principle #2: "Another teaching is universal
peace-in which book is this?"

Principle #3: “That religion should be a cause
of love and unity, otherwise it would be
better to do without it—in which book is this?"

NG
%°*

Principle #4: "And that religion should be
conformable with sound reason and true
knowledge-in which book is this?"

Principle #5: “In which book hath the equality
of men and women been established?”

Principle #6: "And the elimination of all forms
of prejudice, whether of creed, religion,
nation, politics, or race—in which book is this?"
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Therefore, | will speak to you upon
the distinctive characteristics of

79 )

the manifestation of Baha u llah . ..

Talk at Home of Miss Juliet Thompson
48 West Tenth Street, New York

15 November 1912

The Promulgation of Universal Peace
Notes by Hooper Harris



https://bmb.imgix.net/1050679/1050679-master.jpg?q=90&fm=webp&fit=clip&w=2048&h=1365

TAC DIARY
A
JULICT
‘ TAMPSON

47

On November 15, the Master came to our house (48
West Tenth Street) and gave a most wonderful talk in
the front room on the first floor to a great crowd of
people who filled both the front and back rooms and
the hall.

| brought George up from the basement and stood
him on a chair, so that he could see the Master. He
thought the Master was God and was frightened.

Driving down to us with Mrs Champney, our Lord had
said: “The time has come for Me to throw bombs!”
And He threw them in His talk that night.

Juliet Thompson, The Diary of Juliet Thompson (Los
Angeles: Kalimat Press, 1983), p. 362.




Juliet Thompson, Bahad'i
artist. Host of ‘Abdu'’l-
Baha's 15 Nov. 1912 talk.

48

Courtesy of the National
Baha'i Archives, United
States.


https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/juliet-thompson-1929.jpg

What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?

“Notes by Hooper Harris™ (Court Reporter)

% William Hooper Harris (1866-1934) “worked by
day, studied law at night and was admitted to the
bar in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1893" and "in
1894, ... came to New York City to live, where he
became an expert court reporter, doing work of

unusually high quality till the very day of his
death.”

< "He was indeed one of the leading apostles of
Baha'u'llah.” - Shoghi Effendi, letter dated
September 20, 1934, to Mrs. Harris. - Marie B.
Moore, "Hooper Harris” (“In Memoriam,” The Baha'i
World, Vol. V1 (1934-1936), pp. 486-488 [p.486].



https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume6.pdf&page=515
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume6.pdf&page=515
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume6.pdf&page=515
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume6.pdf&page=515
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume6.pdf&page=515
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume6.pdf&page=517
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume6.pdf&page=517
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume6.pdf&page=517
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Hooper Harris (photo
1906) prior to trip to
India (1907). Transcribed
translation of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha's 15 Nov. 1912 talk.

Photo ID: P1529.
Courtesy of the National
Baha'i Archives, United
States (9 Sept. 2022).




L-R: Mirza Mahmud
Zarqani, Hooper Harris,
Harlan Ober, Hand of the
Cause of God, Ibn-i-Abhar.

51

Photo: Bombay, India
(1907). Courtesy of the
National Baha'i Archives,
United States.



http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-z4UBMPdjxGc/UyZFAlFb1SI/AAAAAAAAAsM/PpcVvHJZ2wU/s1600/L-R+Mahmud+Harris+Ober+IbnAsdaq+1907+Bombay.jpg
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Talk at Juliet Thompson's Home (15 Nov. 1912)

NG
0‘0

NG
0‘0

Saturday, November 15, 1912 [New York]

“There was a public meeting in the evening at the home of
Miss Juliet Thompson. The Master spoke about the
greatness of this cycle, the victory of the Cause and the
influence and importance of the teachings and laws of
Baha'u'llah. His talk was delivered in such awe-inspiring
tones that the minds were dazzled and the hearts
captivated by the grandeur and majesty of the Center of
the Covenant. Both before and after the meeting many
people were honored to visit with Him in a separate room."

Mahmud's Diary: The Diary of Mirza Mahmud-i-Zarqani

Chronicling ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s Journey to America (Oxford:
George Ronald, 1998).

STAR OF THE WEST

We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations: that all nations shall become one in
‘aih and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men shall be strengthe ned;
c=at diversity ol religion shall cease and differences of riace be annulled. So it shall be: these fruitless strifes,
rrese ruinous wars shall pass away, and the ‘Mast Great Peace' shall come.” = BAHA O'LLAN.

Vol. VIII Jamal 1, 73 (April 28, 1917) No. 3

The Distinctive Characteristics of the

Teachings of Baha’o’llah

Address by Abdul-Baha, November 15, 1912, at the home of
Miss Juliet Thompson, New York City

I ITAVE spoken in the various Chris-

tian churches and in the synagogues,

and 1n no assemblage has there been
dissenting voiee,  All have listened and
1 have conceded that the teachings of
Baha’o'llah are superlative in character;
nave acknowledged the faet that they
onstitute the very essence or spirit of
this new age and that there is no better
path-way to the attainment of its ideals.
Not a single voice has been raised in ob-
wetion. At most there have been those
who have refused to acknowledge the
mission of Baha’o’llah; though they
have universally admitted that he was
v ereat teacher, a most powerful soul. a
very great man,

Some of them, however, who could find
1o other pretext whatsoever, have said,
““these teachings are not new; they are
dd: we have heard them before.”’

Therefore 1 wish to speak to you this

evening on the distinetive characteristies

i the manifestation of Baha'o’llah, and
to prove that from every standpoint his
Canse is distinguished from all others.
From the standpoint of its didactic
character, or its method of teaching it is
Jistinguished.
From the standpoint of its practical

«ffeets, it is distinguished.

From the standpoint of its spread and
progress, it is quite distinguished. . . . .

The story of . . . . of Baha’o'llah
is as follows:

When he appeared in Persia all of the
contemporaneous sects and religions rose
against him., His enemies were kings.
While the enemies of his holiness Christ
were the Jews, the Pharisees ; the enemies
of Baha'o’llah were rulers who conld
command armies and bring into the
arena of operation hundreds of thou-
sands of soldiers. These kings were the
representatives of some tifty millions of
people all of whom under their influence
and domination were opposed to Baha'o'-
lah. Therefore, in effect, Baha'o’llah,
singly and alone virtually withstood
fifty millions of enemies. Yet these fifty
millions so far from being able to domi-
nate the situation were unable to with-
stand his wonderful personality and the
power and influence of his wonderful
Cause. Though they were bent upon ex-
tingnishing the light in that most bril-
liant lantern they were ultimately de-
feated and day unto day his light became
more radiant. These fifty millions of
souls tried to lessen his greatness but
day unto day his greatness grew in pro-
portion to their increased efforts to
diminish it,

Surrounded by enemies who were seek-
ing his life he made no effort whatever
to conceal himself; he did nothing to
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protect himself, nay, rather, in his
spiritual might and power he was at all
fimes visible before the faces of men,

CAS) of access. evel withstanding H'.l".\"
fifty millions who were opposing him
At last his banner was held aloft

[f we glance through history and re
view the PDAZes of l;nl_\' writ we will

find that none of the ;»!'n‘)"{-'1\ of the }1,‘[\'1'

ever spread his teachings or promuigaied
his cause from a prison. But ls holi-

ness Baha'o'llah held aloft the banner ol
1[p~ Cause u}' (rod while he was il: H (:.!HIA
geon, addressing the kings of the earth
from his prison cell and severely arraign
ing them for their oppression of thei
\5,}.‘».-1\' 2:!14;. '.'rH-‘.l' Hli\w-l' ni‘ DOWwWer lll
letter he sent to the Shah of Persaa
under such conditions may now be rei d

bv anvone Lakewise his epistle to the

Sultan of Turkey 1s eurrent among men
as are also his epistles to Napoleon, the
Emperor of the French, and to the other
rulers of the world. ineluding the Pres:
dent of the United States.

The book. or tablet. ('fvll!-lll!':'l"’_' these
‘Epistles to the Kings, '’ was published
in India some thirty years ago and 18
known as the Sural’l"Huykl, or the
Whatever

18 recorded in these epistles has come to

“*Discourse on the Templs

pass. Some of the prophecies contained
in these "' Epistles to the Kings'  came
to pass after two vears; others were ful-
filled after five or ten vears; still others
after twenty years. Some of the most
important prophecies, relative to events
transpiring in the Balkans are being ful-
filled at the present time thongh written
long ago. For instance, in the "!‘l.‘f}“
which Baha'o’'llah addressed to the Sul-
tan of Turkey the war and the oceur-
rences of the present day were foretold
by him. These events were also prophe
gsied 1n the tablet he addressed to the
('i"‘\' of (‘"!]\T;th!ln}of" All of the
events which are taking place in Con-
stantinople at present were foretold by
him long ago

Now, during all this time, while he
was addressing himself to these power-

tul rulers, he was a prisoner in a Turkish

THE WEBST

dungeon, Consider how marvelous 1t
Was f'n:' 4 prisoner under Tl!l‘ MY ~l;'!'i

control of the Turks to address so dar

Iy, SO }lllll“'\' ;Hhi SO Sevi I'l"l‘-' T}zv Very
king who was responsible for his 1m

What power 1s this!
What greatness! Nowhere 1n history 1s

prisonment !

the l'H'u,l‘«l of such all -‘:l'l%mix' 10 I..;
found. In spite of the iron rule and ab.
solute '.{“':ll!;il-h of these !-.ill;’\ .’li\ fune

tion was to withstand them: and so con
stant and firm was he that he cansed
their banners to come down and his own
standard to be upraised;
Haes of both the Ottoman and the Persian
empires are trailling 1in the dust, whereas
the standard of Baha'o'llah 1s ?lo'x!;',’ held
aloft 1n the world both i the East and
in the West

power this 1s! What a decisive argu

(Consider what tremendons

ment! Although a prisoner in a fortress,
he paid no heed to these kings, regarded
not ther power of life and death but on
the contrary addressed them in plamn
and fearless language telling them ex-
;'Zi-'lii_‘\' that the time would come when
their flags would be brought low, where-
as his own flag would be held aloft. He
1[!'1'1."."!"1 t.}'rv".\

““Ere long vou will find .'.uzx'\:-'\w-\ i
manifest loss Your sovereignties will
be laid waste; vour empires will becoms
i \~.1||if'!‘[l:"~\ and a ?-l‘vlg' |-I' ruims: Nosis

from without will eome and subdue vou

lands: lamentation and mourning will
emanate from vour homes. There will
be no throne f|x'!'v- "]H De Nno erow!

there will be no palace; there will be no

Nay, rather, all these will b
But the standard of the
Canse of God will be held aloft. Then

yvou will see that hosts and hosts will

dI'TIHIES

broucht low,

.

enter the Cause of God and that this

'1'1-‘,:-}“!&“1( W ': he \[rl'l'.‘Uf
Tfll'm.’,’i,nll’ tne \'.'.I!lf.”
Il of vou should get the ** Discoursi

Temple,”” the Surat’l’Hykl,

read these prophecies carefully, and pon

3 » . 'l
aer over tnem

Now this 1s one of the ¢
of Baha'o'llah

pensation ean you recount such events

by
i

aracteristies

(Of what ;:l'up:'x-'!ix' dis-

SOeen .‘l?loi he i?- Il:o'fl‘ I"te

STAR OF

what cyecle have such things taken

In which one of the sacred
ks do you find such prophecies of
future! Tuarm to the holy books
and study them and see if

4 |

an find such explicit statements!

l HOW !rT Uus I‘HH:}».’H"- '.?1.» T\"!i‘!liil“’x
}

’I
]
1

1a'o'llah with the holy teachings

h have descended in the past.

irst amone the great teachings of

'0o’llah 18 that of the
Investigation of Reality.

¢ meaning 1s that every individual
ber of humanmity 18 exhorted to set
side superstitions, traditions and the
nd imitation of ancestors and fore-
thers and investigate, for himself,
Iity. Inasmuch as the reality is one,
ull
religions and nations of the world

ve¢tome one,

rough the mvestigation of reality

’

In which one of the sacred books of
past do you find the announcement

" this prineiple?

The second great ;,‘!‘ﬁ};t'i_t"i"' of the

hings of Baha'o'llah 1s that respect-

the

Oneness of the world of humanity.

laha’o’llah addresses all mankind, say-

“You are all the leaves of one tree
ore are no race differences or distine-
ns, Nay, rather, all of you are the
rvants of God and all of you are sub
reged in the ocean of his oneness. Not
single soul 1s bereft. On the contrary,

]rl)!!l:ahi"‘.' 1s the l‘e'v'i;:}v!ﬂ of the

unties of God. Every human creature
s a portion of his bestowals and a
are of the effulgence of his reality.

1 1s kind to all: all mankind are his

] | Shepherd

[n what Seriptures do you find sueh
]

statement ? Where else i~ ther .‘-1‘."’“

0 )

versality? Where else such breadth |

here else this uneaquivocal statement ol
' |

solidarity of mankind? In what

THE
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sacred record can yvou show such a teach

1g? As regards any possible distine-

)
:

tions the utmost that Baha’o’llah says

15 that conditions among men vary: that

SONe, I. 3 iH\f.'!!l!'v" are -E"t.w'ﬁ\'!'. 'j"l"!""
}'.;y'-- such souls must be .-.'h1~';,1[.".i ';1;
order that they may be brought to the

level of perfection. Or, some are sick;
they must be treated and cared for until
they are healed. Or, some are asleep;
they should be awakened. Some are buf
children; they shounld be helped to at-
tain ’!!:l”i"ﬂ"\. jut all must be loved.
The child must not be disliked simply
' Nay, rather, it

because 1t 18 a child.’

should be educated. The sick man must
not be avoided or slighted merely be-
cause he 18 sick. Nay. rather, he must

be loved and treated until he is healed.
Nor must the soul that is asleep be
treated contemptuously, Nay, rather, he

must be awakened.

Next, Baha'o'llah teaches that:

Religion must be in conformity with
reason and science,

If it 18 not then it is not religion at all
and is not worthy of eredence.
Where do you find any such statement

(4]

as this 1n any of the saecred books

Another fundamental teaching of Ba-
ha’o’llah is that

Religion must be the cause of unity and
good fellowship.

Lf 1t is productive of enmity, hatred and
rancor ‘::’:"fi If 1S ‘31:'?’0‘1' 10 5;:'".1[!(_].'11! it
and be without any religion at all

In which one of the sacred books do

you find such a statement?
Again, Baha’o'llah declares that:

Prejudice in all its forms . . . . must

be abolished.
and that until these prejudices are e
Ti!‘l'l.‘." removed the world of :’."-I‘H(!Hi?_-.
will not and ecannot attain peace, pros
perity and composure,
','I "’.';].:"]l one nf‘ Y‘!:l‘ \'-‘:'.'I"‘I‘l ‘.'«_-I‘.HHL'E '.l"
you find the annuneiation of such a prin-

('![t‘.t"p'

(Continued on page 39)
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((.tn';!i]‘.;)q d from page i!)

Baha'ollah declares that

here shall be perfect equality between men
ﬂnd women.

(iod, he says, has ereated all and has

permitted any distinetion between
{ WO. Why should man ereate a
netion which God does not recog-

In the kingdoms beneath man,
vhile. indeed, there 18 distinetion of

render, vet the differences between mals

ind female are not found to be at all
i{al. The mare. for instance, i1s as strong
nd even more speedy than the hors
n the animal and vegetable kingdoms
there 18 perfeet equality between the

+

nale and female, That person the mir-
ror of whose heart 1s the purest and
eanest. whose character 18 the highest

the nearest and dearest to God be that

- |
person male or female

Next. Baha'o'llah has declared the ne

'-‘--~i?.‘. for a
LJII;V!'.'hIII lllllgllnx(’.
1al it may serve ias a4 medls of 1mter-
national communication and thus remove
misunderstandings. This teaching as to
the importance of a universal language 1s
sot forth in the Kitad'l Akdas, or *‘ Book
k

4 - =3 |' . -‘l i ’ .
01 l"‘|“~\ pu "!I\!i"li Nity vears ago,

Next, there is a prineiple imitiated by
Baha'o'llah relative to
Universal Education.
In other words, that all mankind shall
hecome eduecated and that no i]:iﬁ!‘:t'.‘.
},1” !'c'!H.‘:iIl.
In which one of the sacred books do
vou find such a text?
Work an act of worship.
Next, Baha'o’llah teaches that 1t is 1n-
cumbent upon every soul to be qualified
¢

as the practicer of some nuseful trade,

.

!‘?'-'lf‘f or I*l'f,'-I"'\\'l"m :_Hwi H::l’, the h-‘|l|~~.t
practice of such trade, eraft or profes-
sion 1s to be ri '_,':'.l"]c‘l;. as an act of de-
votion.

But the teachings of Baha’o'llah are
limitless and there 18 no time now to go
into further details. The point is that

e AR S

these teachings are new and that they
are not to be found n any of the rehg
ious books of the past, Therefore 1if
anyone should raise an objection and
ask the question, ‘* What has Baha’'o’llah
brought that is new,”’ in response you
should refer to and cite these statements

In brief, the manifestation of Baha'

RN e S il ena e 1 £ : v ]
0 l'.:.', (lllel:.’H:w'!"(L Lrom every stand
1))
| |

I'he majesty of his manifestation was

remarkabli

The power of God shown in this dis
!r--'e\'.’;ttu" 1s remarkable

The -".H".”.".\ of the Word of God there
in 1s remarkable.

All the prophets during their life time
were seoffed af For instance. conside:
HOWwW h‘\ 'rwiin"s\ ,\\lu\t-\ Was :~'i"l!’.’!"-3.. 'l‘;!r
people called him a murderer. They
said, ** You killed a man and fled, for you

were afraid of

retribution and 1s it pos-
sible that now, after yvour former acts,
Vou iA.:".u‘ come to be a '!'!‘H;I.L‘.e"i '}.‘-l!‘!'l'
are many similar episodes recorded not
“f|‘i_'\ of Moses but of the other ]H‘n;-h‘-?x‘.
How severe was their molestation! But
his holiness Moses endured all these diffi
enlties, for he had engaged in the spread
"f. 1ne \\.l'Y"i l)ih (iunl

How mueh they endeavored to belittl
his holiness Christ! They placed upon

!
"H\ :'!"i‘-i

a crown of thorns and paraded
him through the streets and bazaars,
One passer-by or on-looker would say
""Peace be upon thee, thou king of thi
Jews!"" This, instead of being said with
respect would be uttered in moeckery
Another would bow to him backward
"]‘j"‘nll ]\'?fﬁ.’
of the Jews!"’ or *‘Lord of Lords, peace
Still another would spit

u;‘l'.’l }!i.\ i‘i“\'*"li countenance.,

and say 1n scornful tones:
be upon thee!"’

In short, the various forms of perse

cution which they used are mentioned
in the books of the old eyele, whether
Jewish, Roman or Greek—the persecu

tion which Christ suffered during the

time of his manifestation. There were
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no praises offered, nay, rather, the only
praise which was offered Christ was of-
!0'!‘(‘(] }z} the 'u_'“l'\'t‘l‘s.‘_ H!s ll‘o;!!l".\*
Peter, for instance, was one of those who
praised him; and his disciples who were
firm believers eulogized him. But how
numerons are the books which were wnrit
ten against his holiness Chnrst! Refer
to the history of the church and find
how many were the books written against

.

him by the Roman, Greek and Egyptian
philosophers. How many were the cal-
umnies which they attributed to him
and how many were the libels against
him !

But during the manifestation of his
holiness Baha'o’llah, from the day of

-

his appearance to the day of his disap-
pearance all the nations of the world
scknowledeged his greatness and even
those who were his bitterest enemies
i'.‘[‘.n !‘1-('u!'|1.-ti i[i ?'lv':!' ‘!:(;-')}\x; I‘PH\
man was truly great; his influence was
majestic. This person was a glorious
man; his power was tremendous, his
speech was most eloquent, but alas, he
was a misleader of the people.”” This
was the nature of their eulogies, It 1s
evident that the writer of such a state-
ment as this that Baha’o'llah was a mis

leader of the people must have been an
enemy ; but nevertheless, before making
that statement he had first written:
“This person was most glorious, was
most mighty, was peerless, his speech was

After that the writer

.

most n‘]lng‘.x«_-rI?
adds: ‘‘But, alas, he was a misleade:
of the people!”’ His enemies have even
written poems about him, which, though
intended for satire have in reality been
praise. For instance, a certain poet op-
posed to his Cause, has said:

““Beware! Beware! lest ye approach
this person for he is possessed of such
power, of such an eloguent tongue that
he 18 a sorcerer. This person charms
men, he drugs them, he is a hvpnotizer
and hypnotizes them. Beware! Beware!
lest you read his book, lest you follow
his example, lest you associate with his
companions, because they are the pos-
sessors of tremendous power and they

are misleaders.”” He used these charae-

THE WEST

terizations believing them to be terms of
belittlement, unaware that they were in
reality praises, because a wise man, after
reading such a warning would say, *‘The
power of this man must be tremendous
if even his enemies acknowledge his
greatness. Undoubtedly such a power i1s
nly in character.”” This was one
of the reasons that s¢c many were moved
to investigate. The more they wrote
acgainst Baha'o’llah the more the ;w:o}':v-
were attracted and the greater the num

ber who came to mmvestigate the trath,

They would say, ‘‘This 1s remarkable!
This is a great man and we must investi-
gate. We must look into this Cause to
find out what it all means, what 1s the

purpose. what are the proois, Hl;s’, we
may learn for ourselves.”” Thus the ma
‘i',ffllfi';‘ statements ;»}' 1)“‘ i'll"TIl.I“\ "””"“i

) ¥

AL .‘"!'l)l" 1O .?Is"'uf{;w I‘Y‘ic'!_uiw .Hlli iil"

proaci

[n Persia the mullahs went so far as
to go into the pulpits and from the pul-
pita to proelaim against the Cause of

)

£
"l
|

Baha'o’llah, throwing their turbans

upon the ground,—a sign of great agi-
tation,—and sayving, ‘O people, this
Baha'o'llah 1s a soreerer, he 1s mesmeriz

ng vou, ne 1s 1[1' "11!.;!1_' You !'z'um

vour

own religion, he is making you a fol
lower of his. Beware ! Beware! lest
yYou read his book ; beware! beware! lest
vou associate with his friends.’

Of these very ones who were thus de-
erying him, Baha’o’llah says:

‘They are my heralds; they are the
ones who are proclaiming my message;
they are the ones whi are spreading mjy
word. Pray that they may be multiplied,
pray that their number may increase and
that they may ecry more vociferously.
The more badly they speak of me and
the greater their agitation, the more
tremendous will be the efficicy of the
9
Word and the greater the radiance of

5
the

mse of God., the more luminous

the divine sun And eventually the
gloomy

darkness of the world will *,li.\'-
appear and the light of Reality will
shine, until the whole earth shall be
illuminated.”’
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“The teachings of Baha u llah are superlative in character.”

| have spoken in the various Christian churches and in the synagogues,
and in no assemblage has there been a dissenting voice. All have
listened, and all have conceded that the teachings of Bahd'u'llah are
superlative in character.[...] Not a single voice has been raised in
objection. At most there have been some who have refused to
acknowledge the mission of Baha'u’llah. www.bahai.org/r/280647098

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/280647098

Some who could find no other pretext have said, “These teachings are not
new; they are old and familiar; we have heard them before."” Therefore, |
will speak to you upon the distinctive characteristics of the manifestation

of Baha'u'llah and prove that from every standpoint His Cause is
distinguished from all others. www.bahai.org/r/280647098
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Search for truth.

First among the great principles revealed by Him is that of the
investigation of reality. The meaning is that every individual member of
humankind is exhorted and commanded to [...] investigate reality for
himself. Inasmuch as the fundamental reality is one, all religions and
nations of the world will become one through investigation of reality.
The announcement of this principle is not found in any of the sacred

Books of the past. www.bahai.org/r/451466439

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/451466439
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See humankind as one.

A second characteristic principle of the teachings of Baha'u'llah is that
which commands recognition of the oneness of the world of humanity.
Addressing all mankind, He says, “Ye are all the leaves of one tree.” There
are no differences or distinctions of race among you in the sight of God.
[...] No other scriptures contain such breadth and universality of
statement; no other teachings proclaim this unequivocal principle of the
solidarity of humanity. www.bahai.org/r/326996889

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/326996889

Baha'u'llah teaches that religion must be in conformity with science and
reason. If belief and teaching are opposed to the analysis of reason and
principles of science, they are not worthy of acceptance. This principle has

not been revealed in any of the former Books of divine teaching.
www.bahai.org/r/770255389
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Another fundamental announcement made by Baha'u'llah is that
religion must be the source of unity and fellowship in the world. If it is
productive of enmity, hatred and bigotry, the absence of religion would

be preferable. This is a new principle of revelation found only in the
utterances of Baha'u'llah. www.bahai.org/r/343577848



http://www.bahai.org/r/343577848

Again, Baha'u'llah declares that all forms of prejudice among mankind
must be abandoned and that until existing prejudices are entirely
removed, the world of humanity will not and cannot attain peace,

prosperity and composure. This principle cannot be found in any other
sacred volume than the teachings of Baha'u'llah.

www.bahai.org/r/297488343
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Another teaching is that there shall be perfect equality between men and
women. Why should man create a distinction which God does not
recognize? [...] In the kingdom of mankind this equality must likewise

exist, and the one whose heart is purest, whose life and character are
highest and nearest to the divine standard is most worthy and excellent
in the sight of God. This is the only true and real distinction, be that one
man or woman. www.bahai.org/r/749055499



http://www.bahai.org/r/749055499

Baha'u'llah has announced the necessity for a universal language which
shall serve as a means of international communication and thus remove
misunderstandings and difficulties. This teaching is set forth in the Kitab-

i-Agdas (“Most Holy Book") published fifty years ago.
www.bahai.org/r/712728620
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He has also proclaimed the principle that all mankind shall be educated
and that no illiteracy be allowed to remain. This practical remedy for the

need of the world cannot be found in the text of any other sacred Books.
www.bahai.org/r/261915011
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Baha'u'llah has announced the necessity for a universal language which
shall serve as a means of international communication and thus remove
misunderstandings and difficulties. This teaching is set forth in the Kitab-

i-Agdas (“Most Holy Book") published fifty years ago.
www.bahai.org/r/712728620



http://www.bahai.org/r/712728620

He has also proclaimed the principle that all mankind shall be educated
and that no illiteracy be allowed to remain. This practical remedy for the

need of the world cannot be found in the text of any other sacred Books.
www.bahai.org/r/261915011



http://www.bahai.org/r/261915011

He teaches that it is incumbent upon all mankind to become fitted for
some useful trade, craft or profession by which subsistence may be

assured, and this efficiency is to be considered as an act of worship.
www.bahai.org/r/068656283
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The Baha'i Faith offers other new principles.

The teachings of Baha'u’'llah are boundless and without end in their far-
reaching benefit to mankind. The point and purpose of our statement today is
that they are new and that they are not found in any of the religious Books of
the past. This is in answer to the question, “What has Baha'u'llah brought that
we have not heard before?” Therefore, it is conclusive and evident that the
Manifestation of God in this day is distinguished from all former appearances

and revelations by His ma}est , His power and the efficacy and application of
His Word. www.bahai.org/r/591469335

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/591469335

See further:-

“Baha u'llah's Bisharat (Glad-Tidings):
A Proclamation to Scholars and Statesmen”

Baha'i Studies Review
Published: 2010

69


https://www.academia.edu/113605735/Baha_u_llah_s_Bisharat_Glad_Tidings_A_Proclamation_to_Scholars_and_Statesmen_English_and_Persian_

70

“I will speak to you concerning
the special teachings of
Baha u'llah™

Talk at Home of Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Kinney
780 West End Avenue, New York

2 December 1912

The Promulgation of Universal Peace
Notes by Esther Foster



https://bmb.imgix.net/1050679/1050679-master.jpg?q=90&fm=webp&fit=clip&w=2048&h=1365

What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?

ABOUT THIS HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPH

‘Abdu’l-Baha, December 2, 1912. Portrait by Jacob Schloss (1857-1938), famed New
York City photographer known for his portraits of theatrical stars. Photograph taken at
the home of Baha'i hosts, Edward B. Kinney (1863-1950) and Carrie Kinney (1878-
1959), 780 West End Avenue, New York. Courtesy of the U.S. National Baha'i Archives

(Edward Sevcik, Archivist).

First published in Star of the West, Vol. 10, No. 8 (August 1, 1919), p. 31. See: https://
bahai.works/index.php?title=File:SW_Volume10.pdf&page=175.

Page 1 of the same issue invites purchases of the photograph:

“BULLETIN-The photograph of ABDUL-BAHA shown in this issue can be had from Jacob
Schloss, 2511 Broadway, New York City. Size, 7"2x9% inches. Price $1.50 and postage.”
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https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:SW_Volume10.pdf&page=175

What Teachings of the Baha'i Faith are New & Distinct?

12

Jacob Schloss, Celebrity Photographer

% “Others (Napoleon Sarony, Schloss, Aimé Dupont, and
Dana) intentionally sought the higher end of the
profession and chose locations for their studios that
assured such patronage-indeed, having one's portrait
taken by Jacob Schloss in his studios on West 23rd Street
or Fifth Avenue was a badge of success, indicating an actor
had achieved some professional standing.”

% David Mayer, “'Quote the Words To Prompt the Attitudes':
The Victorian Performer, the Photographer, and the
Photograph,” Theatre Survey 43:2 (November 2002) .
223-251[240].

% Photo: “The First Lady of the Land" [Edith Roosevelt]
“Copyright, 1902, by Schloss," Harper’s Weekly, Vol. 46
(January 18, 1902), p. 77.



https://www.academia.edu/35808196/_QUOTE_THE_WORDS_TO_PROMPT_THE_ATTITUDES_THE_VICTORIAN_PERFORMER_THE_PHOTOGRAPHER_AND_THE_PHOTOGRAPH
https://www.academia.edu/35808196/_QUOTE_THE_WORDS_TO_PROMPT_THE_ATTITUDES_THE_VICTORIAN_PERFORMER_THE_PHOTOGRAPHER_AND_THE_PHOTOGRAPH
https://www.academia.edu/35808196/_QUOTE_THE_WORDS_TO_PROMPT_THE_ATTITUDES_THE_VICTORIAN_PERFORMER_THE_PHOTOGRAPHER_AND_THE_PHOTOGRAPH
https://www.academia.edu/35808196/_QUOTE_THE_WORDS_TO_PROMPT_THE_ATTITUDES_THE_VICTORIAN_PERFORMER_THE_PHOTOGRAPHER_AND_THE_PHOTOGRAPH
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/Edith_Roosevelt_ca._1902_-_Schloss.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/Edith_Roosevelt_ca._1902_-_Schloss.jpg
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b2/Edith_Kermit_Carow_Roosevelt,_three-quarter_length_portrait,_facing_left_LCCN96523992.jpg/1248px-Edith_Kermit_Carow_Roosevelt,_three-quarter_length_portrait,_facing_left_LCCN96523992.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.36315/

First photograph of
‘Abdu’l-Baha taken by
Jacob Schloss, 2 Dec.
1912, in Kinney home.

14

Photo ID: P7946.

Courtesy of the National
Baha'i Archives, United
States.



https://2.bp.blogspot.com/_pTmF4WqKcaU/TRFyeKuztxI/AAAAAAAAAfY/oxYGPo6jap4/s1600/Abdu%2527l-Baha+and+the+Kinney+Family.jpg

First photograph
(enhanced) of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
taken by Jacob Schloss, 2
Dec. 1912, in Kinney home.
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Photo ID: P7946.
Courtesy of the National
Baha'i Archives, United
States.


https://2.bp.blogspot.com/_pTmF4WqKcaU/TRFyeKuztxI/AAAAAAAAAfY/oxYGPo6jap4/s1600/Abdu%2527l-Baha+and+the+Kinney+Family.jpg

Second photograph of
‘Abdu’l-Baha taken by
Jacob Schloss, 2 Dec.
1912, in Kinney home.

76

Photo ID: P11320.
Courtesy of the National
Baha'i Archives, United
States.
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Photo ID: P11320 (verso).
Courtesy of the National
Baha'i Archives, United
States.

Second photo of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha taken by Jacob
Schloss, 2 Dec. 1912, with
Schloss stamp on back.




Second photograph
(enhanced) of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
taken by Jacob Schloss, 2

Dec. 1912, in Kinney home.
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Photo ID: P23194.
Courtesy of the National
Baha'i Archives, United
States.



https://centenary.bahai.us/sites/default/files/imagecache/lightbox-large/images/press_clippings/AKK%20%2526%20FBK%20w%20Abdu'l-Baha.png

Third photograph of
‘Abdu’l-Baha taken by
Jacob Schloss, 2 Dec.
1912, in Kinney home.

19

Photo ID: P23212.
Courtesy of the National
Baha'i Archives, United
States.
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Third photograph (framed)
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha taken by
Jacob Schloss, 2 Dec.
1912, in Kinney home.

Photo ID:P001757
(recto). Courtesy of the
National Baha'i Archives,
United States.




Third photograph
(enhanced) of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
taken by Jacob Schloss, 2
Dec. 1912, in Kinney home.
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Courtesy Bahd'i Media
Bank, Baha'i World Centre.
(Note: Schloss's no. “3" and
“©" signature are removed.)


https://media.bahai.org/detail/1050679/
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Ali Kuli Khan Iranslates

% “Ish'te'al Ebn-Kalanter interpreter; stenographic notes
by Esther Foster.”

% “Three young Persians-Ali-Kuli Khan, Ahmad Sohrab,
and Ameen Fareed-had resided in the United States
over a decade, had mastered English, and were
translating Baha'u'lldh’s works and ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
tablets into English.” - Robert H. Stockman, Abdu -
Baha in America (Wilmette, IL: Bahd'i Pub., 2012), p.
53.

% “Abdu’l-Baha With ‘Ali Kuli Khan & Florence Breed
Khan at the Home of Saffa & Vaffa Kinney in New

York City." (Photograph by Jacob Schloss, 2 December,
1912.)



https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf
https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf
https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf
https://centenary.bahai.us/photo/abdul-baha-ali-kuli-khan-florence-breed-khan-home-saffa-vaffa-kinney-new-york-city
https://centenary.bahai.us/photo/abdul-baha-ali-kuli-khan-florence-breed-khan-home-saffa-vaffa-kinney-new-york-city
https://centenary.bahai.us/photo/abdul-baha-ali-kuli-khan-florence-breed-khan-home-saffa-vaffa-kinney-new-york-city
https://centenary.bahai.us/photo/abdul-baha-ali-kuli-khan-florence-breed-khan-home-saffa-vaffa-kinney-new-york-city
https://centenary.bahai.us/sites/default/files/imagecache/lightbox-large/images/press_clippings/AKK%20%2526%20FBK%20w%20Abdu'l-Baha.png
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Edward B. Kinney (1863-1930), Host

% “Edward B. Kinney: Grieve at passing of dearly loved, highly
admired, greatly trusted, staunch, indefatigable, self-
sacrificing teacher, pillar of Faith, Saffa Kinney. His leonine
spirit, exemplary steadfastness, notable record of services
enriched annals of closing period of Heroic Age and opening
phase of Formative Age of Baha'i Dispensation. Beautiful
reward assured in Abhd Kingdom beneath the shadow of the
Master he loved so dearly, served so nobly, defended so
heroically until last breath.”

% Shoghi Effendi [Cablegram dated December 16, 1950],
Citadel of Faith.

% Photo: Edward Kinney, seen on top left of group photo
taken June 29, 1912 on the occasion of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd'’s
“Unity Feast” at Roy Wilhelm's home in Englewood, New
Jersey. (See full photograph below.)



https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/shoghi-effendi/citadel-faith/6#422154076
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg



https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
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Carrie Kinney (1878—1959), Co-Host

% Shoghi Effendi called Mr. and Mrs.
Kinney “Pillars of the Faith in the City
of the Covenant” and "Pillars of the
Cause of God." (Bahd'i World Vol XII,
pp. 678-9; Vol. XllI, p. 865.)

% Photo: Carrie Kinney, seen on top right
of group photo taken June 29, 1912
on the occasion of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd'’s
“Unity Feast” at Roy Wilhelm's home in
Englewood, New Jersey. (See full
photograph above.)



https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume12.pdf&page=708
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume12.pdf&page=708
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume12.pdf&page=708
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume12.pdf&page=708
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume12.pdf&page=708
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume12.pdf&page=708
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume12.pdf&page=708
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume12.pdf&page=708
https://bahai.works/index.php?title=File:BW_Volume13.pdf&page=906
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg
https://239days.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/abdul-baha-at-roy-wilhelm-englewood-nj.jpg

'"ABDU"L-BAHA
'N AMERICA

R QIBERT
S T'O C I I AN

His talk at the Kinney residence on December 2, 1912-three
days before his departure-perhaps summarized the Bahd'i
approach to race, religion, and the progress of humanity
most fully. That day, he offered “certain new teachings which
are not found in any of the religious books of the past.” The
list of twelve distinctive Bahd'i teachings began with the
oneness of humanity, followed by independent
investigation of truth, the oneness of the religions of the
world, the need for religion to be a cause of unity and
harmony, the principle that religion must be in accord with
science and reason, the equality of men and women, the
principle that human beings must free themselves from
religious and patriotic prejudices, the need to establish
universal peace, the importance of universal education, the
solution to economic questions, the need for the
organization of the Universal House of Justice to explain
and implement the commands of Bahd'u'llah, and
Bahd'u'llah's establishment of a Covenant. All this will be
possible, he asserted, through obedience to the Center of

the Covenant. (‘Abdu‘l-Baha in America, pp. 379-380.)
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Talk at the Kinney's Home (2 Dec. 1912)
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Monday, December 2, 1912 [New York]

“In the evening, He spoke to a gathering of the friends and
said: 'l supplicate and implore that the clouds of mercy may
shower upon you and the Sun of Truth may shine upon you
so that you may attain to the purpose of the holy
Manifestations of God. This is my supplication because you
are the beloved ones of the Blessed Beauty and the servants
of the Greatest Name.

| undertook this voyage in order to see you and, God
willing, you will come to the Holy Land and we shall meet
there in that land which was trodden by the sacred feet of
the Prophets of God"

Mahmud’s Diary: The Diary of Mirza Mahmud-i-Zarqani

Chronicling ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Journey to America (1998).

Vol. IV Chicago, December 12, 1913

Special “‘Teaching’’ lssue
CONTENTS

“If vou are sincere”...... . . 250

Certain New Teachings of
the Bahai Revelation Not
Found in the Religious
Books af the Past........ 253

The Most Important Work. 256

The Cammand of GOD 1n
this Day

Exhortation .. .............. 258
Persian Section 259-264



https://bahai-library.com/zarqani_mahmuds_diary&chapter=10
https://bahai-library.com/zarqani_mahmuds_diary
https://bahai-library.com/zarqani_mahmuds_diary
https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf
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destrnyed, £ad their crowns thrown to toe
c1st.

“Bur 122 signs of zny onc of the maid-serv-
ants af God who arose in t=e diffusion of the
I'ragranees of God, serving the Kingdom of
God, summoning the poeple ta the Word i
(God, are widely spread eter-ally and landed
down throug!c centuries and cycles; her dawn
is ever luminous: her st&r ='wars shining;
her flag continually fiying; her statio: divinely
glerified; her cruwn scintillating; her mes-
scg? living: hor fame immortal; “er vcice
rezonanf, her spiriz in the apex of the King-
dom and lLier effulguice in the horizon cof the
Realm of Might.

“T-heg of Sod to make thee one of ihese
maid-servants.”

Extrect from Table: hy Armir-Tiana,

?uo:ed in "Diarv of Mirra Aamad Sehrz>,”
u]y “4, 1913.

The Superlative Degree of Success and

Prosperily

"0 ve beitevers cf Ged! Supplicate and
cntreat at ~he Threshald et the Almghiy &
confirz: you in the dilTusio:n of the Frugrances
of Holiness which cre wafting from the di-
rection of the Garden of God. Llow wve gver
all creatic like the breeses of the eurly morn,
and imzart ye freshness and verdaney, thraugh
the Pawer nf Troch, cpon the Howers, sweel
hyacicihis aud the roses of the garden of ex-
wwtence, This is the quintessence of mecti-g

and the supcrlative Cegree of success and
proaperity—far it causes the attainment of
man (v lhe Kingdom of Apnia, att-acs him 2
the Sacred Court of His Ilighness the Al
mighty, and zuffers him to reach the Sublime
T'resence «i the Powerful and Omnipatent
Lurd,”

Extrzet from Toblet bv ArpTL-3aXa.
Omoted in “Diaty of Mirz, Aamad Sobzab."
Toly 21, 1923,

Attracting Souls to the Kingdom of ABHA

“Ti thou desirest ta he comarmed i (he
service of the Kingdom of God, live in accord
with {le Teachings of Bara’oiLan, and that
e real love for the world of human.ty and
the utmast ~f ki=dness [or the believers of
God, This real love, like w:to the magnosic
power, attrzcts the Divine confi-mations.”

“If @ soul calls the peeple iv he Kingdon
of God seeerding io the Priscples of BATA-
ULLAN, tiore il be wmary Tisleners.  Lirst
one must tezch by deccs; then speak The
Vord! First oze¢ must become thirsty; then
the =alubrious watcr he offered.  Nc matler
haw delicicus the water is, one who is not
thirsty will Lot enjcy it. Thera’ore, make
ye an gffovt so ihat the peaple maoy become
thirsiy; then cause them tc quall [rom the
Diivine Clizlice,”

;‘.."xtrac; Trom Talvet by Azuo_-Bama.
Duoted in "Digry cf Mirza Abhmad Soluab.”

July 24, 1013,
The Ediinve.

CLRTAIN NEW TEACHINGS OF THE BAHAI REVELATION

NOT FOUND IN THE RFELIGIOUS BOOQKS OF THE PAST

Address by Abdul-Bahz at 780 West Fnd Avenur, New York Citv, December 2, 1912,
Jsh'te'al Ebn-Kalarter interpreter; stenograrhic “ntes Ly Esther Foster.

OU arc all weleome! This is a good as-

semblage. Praise be to Gaod, the hearrs

are {ireeed to the Kingdam ~f Anmat
Tre soe’s are rejowced by the glad-tidings of
Ged. This 15 a0 excellent gathering.

Thiz evening I wizh to speak to you ean-
cerning the speeizl cachings of BARAOTLAN.
Al the teachizgs wiiich have Leen given dur-
ing the past days and ages are to be found in
t-c Reveclarianr of Rawanirag; but in addi-
tion to those, this Rewvelaticn has cerlain new
teachings wiich ore =22 to be found in any of
the roligintia books of the past. I shall now
refer to some ¢f the new tzachings riven by
Bana'v'buan; as for the res: o them you
may obtain them from the Tahlets z+d Fpistles

wrillen by BAHA'O'LLATT, for the new teachings
given =y BAWA™T1AW are many,

While in the ifidden Words we read con-
cerning that which hes descended «non the
Propiets of the pask,® ve* trere are :n the
Hiddew W ords -eachings whichh ars naw and
particular o 1115 Revelution. The= the Tahles
of the Glad Tidings revealod by Rawa’o'riar
contains special teachings. The Tuablet by

*Refors to the imt-cductory peragraph of e Hid-
den Words as follows:  “This s that whichk deecend-
ed Freens the Seurce of Mafesty, throuch the tongus cf
Fower cud Streugbt. npen the rcplets of the poat,
We have taken 13 escencee gvd clotaed thetr with the
garment of hrevity, as 2 favor to the beloved, thsat
thevy mav falfil The Covenatt of (:(21;; that they may
perfocrm in themselves that which Ha has enbrusted to
thom, std attain the victory by viitus of devotica ir
the land of he Spint.”
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BagAa Q' LA called, The Words of Paradise,
canta‘ns special teachings. Agzin the Tzllet
of Fajauia’ contaius specicl teachings by
Bawao'tiaz, Similarly, all the other Tablets
nf BAWa’™n'-raw contain new teachings which
have not been rsyealed in anvy Books uand
Eristles of the pas: Prophets, Likewise in the
Bank af Akdas there are new teachings which
are :wl Lo _e lounud mm any of the past Books
or Lpistles. Whes you peruse thosze teaching:
yenu shall comprekond this fack

Now T shall sprak ¢f a few of thoss
leachngs. PFor instumce, the Onpenszes of the
wirld of humanity is cne of tke teachings of
BAaWa'0'11LAF, for Bana'e'rran addresses [Cim-
sell 1p .lir world of men, saying, “Ye are all
leaves of one tree and the fruits of one arbor,”
That 15, the world of cxis‘enee is no other
than one treg, and the natwons or veoples arg
like unto the different branches or limbs there-
of, and human indiridoala are similar to the
fruits and blossoms theteof., Thus Baua'o’-
LAk presgnied the Oneness of the worls of
humaaily, shile in all cast religions Ronks
and Lpistles, the world of humamity ha: buen
divided into wwe parls: une called the people
of the Book, or the Purc Tree, and the ether,
the IEvil Tree. One-hall of t:e people of tle
woild weie looked upon as belonging to the
faithiul, and the other half as belonging to
*he irtchigious and the I=fidel; one-balf of the
veople were consigned to the merey of iheir
Creator, and t-e cthcr half were en=sidered
as objects of th2 wrath of their Maker,

Bul His Holiness, Bana'y'_vLaw, proclaimed
the Oneaes: of the world of bumanity, and
this teaching 15 sperialized to ti:c teachings of
Baras'o'tLarg, lor He submnerved all mankisd
in tae Sen of Divine Generosity. A most
same cf the pecple are asleep, they need to be
awakeued ; sciie ol Ceem ate 1ll, they need to
z¢ healed; some are children, they nzed to be
‘raned. Tn a word : this t2aching 15 a speaial
cne of the teachings of Bama’o’iram,

As > “he secand teaching which 18 & jcw
one given by BAEAO'LLAR: it is the injunction
ra investigate Trath —that is, no =an should
[olow Dblindlv his ancestars and [orefatliers.
Nzy, cach must ses with kiz own eves, heor
with his nwn ears, and -=veshgate Truth in
vrder Lhat he mey [ind the Troch ;—wvheress
the religion. of forefathers and ancestors iz
lascd zpon blind imitaticn, while man should
ovesbigate the Thulh, Tlans zwain s ¢ne of
the teachings of Banauvrauy,

The third teacking of Baga'v'Leayg, which is

new for this May, is thes the foundaticn ot all
the Religions of God is Ornie, and that Onenecs
15 the Truth, and the Trut® is but One, and i-
cannot 5¢ mads pinral. This teacking is again
special o Bama'o'LLaE,

The faurth teaching of RaRAD'ILAR, which
15 special for this Day, is that religion musl
be the cause of unity, harmony and accord
amongst men.  If religion =e the cause of in-
harmony, or leads to separzating men oue [rom
iz¢ olher, and creates conflict amongs: them,
tocn irrcligion ia hetter ~han that ~cligion.
This again is Jikewise oue ol the leachings ¢
BanaoLLan,

The hfth teachizg of Dama®rrax, which
is nuw Zor this Day, s that religicn must be
in accori wits ceciencs and rersan. 1§ ro-
ligion i3 nat fn cenfor=uty with sciznce and
reason, then it Is superstition. This is one gf
the teachings of Bama'o'ttar. Deown to *he
prescat day it has heen castomary for man to
aceepl a thing lrecavse it wae called religion,
even though it were not in accord with judg-
ment or ANmaY res’omn.

The sixth new teaching of BAITA'O'LLAILL is
tace cquality hetween men and women, This is
peculiar to the teachings of Bama’o'tram, for
all o:her religions placed men abovz women.

The seventh of the teaching: of BATA’0'LLAIL,
which i3 rew for thia Day, is that prejudice
and fanaticism, whether religious, sectarias,
sectional, dencminational or patrigte,—cre de
structive of t=2 foundation ~f the himan sabid-
arity, so that man should relcase himssl[ [rotn
suzh bonds in vrder that the Oneness ¢f the
wor.C of humanity might heeame manifest,

The rcighth of His tcachings is Tfniversal
Pcace; that all men and nations shall make
prace wmongst them; thzt there shall be Uni-
versal Pezce amongst gover-monts, Universzl
Pcace amongs: religions, Universzl I’cace
amongs. races, Universal Peace among:t the
denizens of all regions. This is one of the
spreial characteriztics of the Revelation of
Baxga’™>iran,

The ninth of theae apecial teachings is that
all mackx:d should pacriase of bolh kuowledge
and educasion, and this partazing of koowl-
cdee end of education 13 one of the necessitics
of religion. ‘'L'is agzain 1s one of the special
characleristics of the leachings of Baua'o'-
LLATLL.

“he leilh wacluog s the solulion of the
ecoromic quecstion. For no religious books
of the past Prophets apeak of the economic



https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf
https://file.bahai.media/6/67/SW_Vol4_No15.pdf
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questiun, while the econoiiic problem has Deen
thoroughly solved in the teachings aT BaHa™
0TIAF,

The eleverth reaching i3 the organization
ca.led, 1%e Howse of Jusice, which 15 en-
dowed with o zolitical as well as a4 religious
aipert. T* embndies heth aspecrs, a=d it 1
prutected Uy the Preserviug Power ol Bama'-
o'tLalH  ITimself. A Universul or Word
House of Justice shall he organized. That
which it orders shall be Lhe Tiulh e explain-
ing tae Commands of Bana™s'ivan, and thal
whicv the Hawse of Justice drdains ceneern-
Tog the Comnnands ol Bama'o’traz shzll be
obeved by all. But that will be t:e House of
TInstire organired from zmcngst the members
or 1Le Jouases ol Justice of the whole world,
and a1l men snal. be uncer the supeivisicn ol
ttat Honse of Justize

Ajs to the moss Creat Charactesistic,—and it
is 2 szecific feaciing oI the Revelation of
BapA kAl and oz wciven by amy oL the
Prcphets of tre past. it is the teaching con-
ceraing The Center of “Fe Cavenant. By
giving the teaching concernizg The Ceutie of
The Covenant He mace provision agains: all
kinds of c:ffetences, so that no mar sho'c bhe
ahle to create ad new secl. To wuard agains:
that =rate nf thing, He entered irinp a Cov-
cpant with all fke penple o the warld, indi-
cating the Person or the lulewpreter ol 1lis
teac=ings, so that no man should be able to
szy that he explaing a ccortain teaching in this
way, dand thas creale a sect revelvicyg around
his individual understandinz of a puart o7 the
teackinga  Thus the “"Bank of the Covenant”
amd the T“eslamenl of BanA'o'r-am is the
mean: of proventing such 2 posstbifity, for
whaever shall szy a word from his own sclf
shell Do Cegizded. Be ve cognizant ot this.
Beware lest anvone shull secselly say auy-
thirg to yon against thiz! There are some
prople of se.l-will and seli-desire who do not
communicate their selich entiv s (o vou w
a clear languagr. They secretly and by tnzin-
ualion Jdo this. Lhey z:-aise a cettzin mdividu-
al, saying such an lndividual 1s 50 and se, is
wiss, i3 lcarncd, ‘s perfecs, he wo3 glorified
it 1le presence of DAHAMILAR, of 10 an in-
sidious way they makz chis statemmenl. Or Lhey
mav talte you one by ong into a dark corper of
a oom and convey ta ya1 these fhings by
ceriain innuendoes, Be ve awarel Hor s
I oliness Christ has said shat no one hides the
lamp under a Sushel

The purpoze is tlus that some people shall
conte cefore vou 1n ¢rder Lo seeure something
in their own favor. Be vz greaty upon yout
aia~d, 2o that no one may infrnge vgon the
Dreness of BAEAOLLAHS Cause. Piaise be
‘0 God! Bama'chranm feft nothirg unsaid!
e explained evervthing. Ile .eft no room
for anvibing {uitier o be said,  Yel, still
“here are souls scme persons who, for the
sake of personal proht and intesest, wil. al-
termoy 1o sow ithe seeds ol sedilivu. W.icever
may iay a thing, whoever prais2s an individual,
ask him 4o give vou a wrillen aronf eoncern-
ing the praise he oers oi tha: 1ndivicaal
Let him show vou a t-ace frc— the pen of
T2 Cente~ nf the Cavenant suhstantiating
his praise of (hat cerzain individual; cther-
wise, say Lo him that you are not allow=d tc
rive heed ta the worcs o averyn—e.  Ray,
“"You mey love a4 person .oday z2nd praise o,
tomorrow another, cnd the mext cay still an-
ather. We cannot afin~d tc listen to this or
that wdividual., W ere 1s yous duitmentt
Where 15 vour antherity from the pen of zhe
Center o~ the Caovenant®”

My purpusz 18 1o convey o you that it IS
viour Juty to guard the Religion of God, su
that nonc shall ke &bls ta azseil it cizher out-
werdly or Jnwardly, I vou see injurions
tezchings coming from an individuel, no wal-
ler who that individual may be, cven tiactigh
he Ee my own sox, know yco venly that T am
yual of Zime IE you see avvoue speakiog
eeainst The Covenarns, even thaugh he be my
own son, know we <hat I am averse to him.
I[ a person speaks falsehoods, Enow ye Lhat
em quit of him. Je who covets things world-
Iy anc secks atter lus own cCesire to acrumi-
late e tiches of this world. asd s ocking
.t the hind of the pecrie to give him scme-
thing, khow we that T am quit Af snch an onc.

But when veu see a perses living up to the
teachngs of Bama'd’iLam, living up to the
teach=gs in the Tidden Aords, know e
that yverdy | proclzimn L2t he 5 of me—know
vz that he belong= to S3anaaLnan. [f you
see a-yone wicie deeds and condnct are con-
trary Lo, and not in coniornuty will, the goaod
pleasure of *he Blesced Perfection, and are
nnt in eonfermity with rhe requtre~ents ia
the Hidden G erds, let the' be the coitenoq,
vour standard by which 1o judge that person.
Tt yon {i~d anyone nppnsed to the Spirit of
these vachkimgps, koow yve lhat T a— guil of
bim, no matter wia he may se. This i the
Truth.

[ Continbat ot page 258]

ha
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(v’

In shors, the nurpose i3 that the teachings of  were [ tc continue (o tell you uwre ol ihese
Lams'o'lLag are rmany. Were T <0 speac to new teachings the subject would not be ex
vou concerning them until muming chey woull  hausied eve: if I spoke all night. I therefore
exhansted. T hava explained tn you  pray te God to slrengtien you 1 good deeds.
sam1z of them. You can tead the rest in the [ pray to God to cozfirm you, in order thar
Tablets of Banav'iean, In = word; some  vou way live i accord wit: *he teachings o2

nof
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CIRTAIN NEW TEACHINGS OF THE BAHAl REVELATION
NOYT PDUND IN THE RELTGIOUS BO0KS O TIIE PAST

[Cuntinaed from puxe 235]

have acked the cuestion as to what are the 3apA'C'LLAH.

new ‘hings t-a* Ranma’nrianw ~as fanght, and

[Tpen yo be BATIA EL-ADiial

EXHORTATION

PEQPLE! Tne Doers of the Kingedow wre otened,; e Sun of Truti
O ‘s shintng spon e world: the Fewntains of Life arc fiswing: the

Laystringy of Merey itave appeared; the Greatest and Most Glovinus
Light is woar munifest o vidweingle dre hearls of men.

Wake up and hear the Veice of GOD calling frow ot pavis of the
Sugreme Woaorld—"Cowme unto My, O ye children of men; come unia Me,
Q yez who gre ihrsly, and dring from this saeeel Water which s Cescending
i torrents upon all tarts of the globe”

Nowr s e el Noww vy Lhe Aveetled Tome!

Laosk ve of the time of Chvist: had the peutle reehsed thed the Holy
Spivit oF GOD war speaking to them through FHis Divine Mouti, ey
would vol have swaited Yy ve centurtes Lefore accepting 11m,

And voww & 90 stest for vouw ihai you ave sleeping spon the Leds of
sadloness osid weglecr awhile THy. FAYIIRR, sehose coming CRrist jovelold, hos
come among wy, and stened the Greaiest Deor of Hounteons Gipfs and Ih-
viite Fogare?

Jer vg nat be Tke those in past cenlturias, t0ha twere deaf to His Call
and Dlipnd [o Hix Beauly: Dul lel uy vy amd ofren owr 2yes, that we may see
Hiws; and cpen owr esvs litaf we mey hear Him: and cleanse our hearts
that He micy camte and oS5ide in onr temples.

These duyy are the davr of 1aith and Leeds—nol the days of words and
st seviice: Lot g avise frows the slect of wmegiigence, and reaisze what a
areat feast iz propared fov o ws: prst ealing theveof ouvselvcS, thew 2inng
wilo olhery wio are Unesting for the Waler of flnotwledge, and hangering
for the Broad oF Life,

Tiese Crom Dayve ave sunftly passigg: ond once 20ae Aoy %% sosey
Ga weculled,  So, while the Nayy of e Suwa af Trutn are sl chiving and
THE CENTER OF THE COVENANT OF COD is wamifest, 1ot us o
Forth to weork

ARDUT-DAITA.

CABLEGRAM FROM ABDUL-BAHA,

Bardad:, Chicage:

Arrived safelv Holy Land.

Dec. I0th.

Acca, Syria.
ABBAS.

YOHCT. RECORESR O ATIDIITATTAIZA may ke ob-
tained fraom N ra M. S, MacNur:, 935 Eaatern Puark-
way, Bmaklyn, Mo Y, at A3 cens cach. Thrae #rc
cisc r2eorde and oart De ussd upon various phoneg-
grapt.s.

——

OQUR PERSIAN SECTION this izauc containg: (1)

Tablcts to asscmblics o the Oricnt regarditg Abdul-
Bahz's sojourn in Amarica and Zurape; (2) arogress
ot ths Unnze of Ocd o Stuttgact, Germany: (3} Teb
let revezled for the “Pua-ly Asserbly” in Arvasten;
(<) news from Yazd by F. 3, Teerandaz: (5} the
Cevst of The Cenrer nf Tl v Cu\mmul; (ﬂ:l “G‘HIJ’
<Jing3"' a cablcgram from Actha, Svria.
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| will speak to you concerning the special teachings of Baha'u'llah. All the

divine principles announced by the tongue of the Prophets of the past
are to be found in the words of Baha'u’'llah; but in addition to these He

has revealed certain new teachings which are not found in any of the
sacred Books of former times. www.bahai.org/r/416617759



http://www.bahai.org/r/416617759
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“There are new teachings which cannot be found in any of the past Books.

| shall mention some of them; the others, which are many in number,
may be found in the Books, Tablets and Epistles written by Baha'u’llah-
such as the Hidden Words, the Glad Tidings, the Words of Paradise,
Tajalliyat, Tarazat and others. Likewise, in the Kitab-i-Aqdas there are new
teachings which cannot be found in any of the past Books or Epistles of
the Prophets. www.bahai.org/r/41661775%

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/416617759

A fundamental teaching of Baha'u’llah is the oneness of the world of
humanity. Addressing mankind, He says, “Ye are all leaves of one tree
and the fruits of one branch” [...] and this principle is specialized in His

teachings, for He has submerged all mankind in the sea of divine

generosity. www.bahai.org/r/002832906



http://www.bahai.org/r/002832906

Another new principle revealed by Baha'u'llah is the injunction to
investigate truth-that is to say, no man should blindly follow his
ancestors and forefathers. Nay, each must see with his own eyes, hear

with his own ears and investigate the truth himself in order that he may
follow the truth instead of blind acquiescence and imitation of ancestral

beliefs. www.bahai.org/r/223823957



http://www.bahai.org/r/223823957

Bahd'u'llah has announced that the foundation of all the religions of God
is one, that oneness is truth and truth is oneness which does not admit of

plurality. This teaching is new and specialized to this Manifestation.
www.bahai.org/r/267476850



http://www.bahai.org/r/267476850

He sets forth a new principle for this day in the announcement that
religion must be the cause of unity, harmony and agreement among
mankind. If it is the cause of discord and hostility, if it leads to separation

and creates conflict, the absence of religion would be preferable in the
world. www.bahai.org/r/151295936



http://www.bahai.org/r/151295936

Furthermore, He proclaims that religion must be in harmony with science
and reason. If it does not conform to science and reconcile with reason, it
is superstition. Down to the present day it has been customary for man to

accept a religious teaching, even though it was not in accord with human
reason and judgment. The harmony of religious belief with reason is a
new vista which Bahd'u’llah has opened for the soul of man.

www.bahai.org/r/365707717



http://www.bahai.org/r/365707717

He establishes the equality of man and woman. This is peculiar to the
teachings of Baha'u'llah, for all other religions have placed man above

woman. www.bahai.org/r/535131399



http://www.bahai.org/r/535131399

A new religious principle is that prejudice and fanaticism-whether
sectarian, denominational, patriotic or political-are destructive to the
foundation of human solidarity; therefore, man should release himself

from such bonds in order that the oneness of the world of humanity may
become manifest. www.bahai.org/r/794165873



http://www.bahai.org/r/794165873

Universal peace is assured by Baha'u'llah as a fundamental
accomplishment of the religion of God-that peace shall prevail among
nations, governments and peoples, among religions, races and all

conditions of mankind. This is one of the special characteristics of the
Word of God revealed in this Manifestation.

www.bahai.org/r/411802675



http://www.bahai.org/r/411802675

Baha'u'llah declares that all mankind should attain knowledge and
acquire an education. This is a necessary principle of religious belief and

observance, characteristically new in this dispensation.
www.bahai.org/r/675725426



http://www.bahai.org/r/675725426

He has set forth the solution and provided the remedy for the economic
question. No religious Books of the past Prophets speak of this important

human problem. www.bahai.org/r/369201893



http://www.bahai.org/r/369201893

He has ordained and established the House of Justice. [...] This
institution is under the protecting power of Baha'u'llah Himself. A
universal, or international, House of Justice shall also be organized. Its

rulings shall be in accordance with the commands and teachings of
Baha'u'llah [...]. www.bahai.org/r/507368549



http://www.bahai.org/r/507368549
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What surprised me most was that, evidently, this
was the first and only talk he gave In America in
which Abdu (-Baha mentioned the Universal
House of Justice:

“When New, Authentic Baha'i Teachings Come to Light”
(Part 82 in Series: “Figuring Out Prophecy’)



https://bahaiteachings.org/series/figuring-out-prophecy/
https://bahaiteachings.org/when-new-authentic-bahai-teachings-come-to-light/
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The special Baha'i “Covenant™ protects Baha'i unity.

As to the most great characteristic of the revelation of Baha'u'llah, a
specific teaching not given by any of the Prophets of the past: It is the
ordination and appointment of the Center of the Covenant.[...] The Book
of the Covenant or Testament of Baha'u’llah is the means of preventing
such a possibility [...] To protect and safequard the religion of God from
this and all other attack, the Center of the Covenant has been named and
appointed by Baha'u'llah. www.bahai.org/r/510080411

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/510080411
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See further:

“The 1893 Russian Publication of
Baha u llah's Last Will and Testament:
An Academic Attestation of ‘Abdu |-Baha's
successorship”

Baha'i Studies Review
Published online: 2017



https://www.academia.edu/48930180/_The_1893_Russian_Publication_of_Bahaullahs_Last_Will_and_Testament_An_Academic_Attestation_of_Abdul_Bahas_Successorship_2017_/
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The Baha'l Faith offers other “new principles.”

The teachings of Bahd'u'llah are boundless and illimitable. You have
asked me what new principles have been revealed by Him. | have
mentioned a few only. There are many others, but time does not permit
their mention tonight. I, therefore, pray to God that you may be
strengthened in good deeds. | pray that God may confirm you in order

that you may live according to the teachings of Baha'u'llah.
www.bahai.org/r/322194491

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/322194491
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See further:-

“Fifty Baha'i Principles of Unity:
A Paradigm of Social Salvation

Baha'i Studies Review
Published online: 2015



https://www.academia.edu/48931632/_Fifty_Bahai_Principles_of_Unity_A_Paradigm_of_Social_Salvation_2015_
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Conclusions

% ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s 19 June 1913 talk in Port Said,

Egypt, sheds new light on His prior responses,
on 15 November 1912 and 2 December 1912
in New York, to questions as to what is "new"
and distinctive in Baha'u'llah’s teachings.

A close comparison between (1) the first
publication of these two key talks in the Star
the West magazine, and (2) their later, edited
republication in The Promulgation of Universal
Peace, shows that the earlier versions were
probably more true to the original.

% This is most evident in the 15 November 1912

talk where, in editing the text for
republication in Promulgation, editor Howard
MacNutt turns ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s rhetorical
questions into categorical answers.

For Baha'is, ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s approach has
potentially and possibly profound
implications for public discourse, considering
‘Abdu’'l-Baha’s role as the “Perfect Exemplar” -
not only as a paragon and paradigm of all
Bahd'i virtues, but as a model for how best to
present and teach the Baha'i Faith.
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“A New Gospel

Ilts implications are deeper, its claims greater than any which the
Prophets of old were allowed to advance. [...] It constitutes a challenge,
at once bold and universal, [...] which must, in the ordinary course of
events as shaped and controlled by Providence, give way to a new
gospel, fundamentally different from, and infinitely superior to, what the
world has already conceived. (The World Order of Baha'u’llah)

Shoghi Effend


https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/shoghi-effendi/world-order-bahaullah/4#449204500

Out of this pitch blackness there dawned the morning splendor of the
Teachings of Baha'u'llah. He hath dressed the world with a garment new
and fair, and that new garment is the principles which have come down

from God. [...] The people, therefore, must be set completely free from
their old patterns of thought, that all their attention may be focused
upon these new principles, for these are the light of this time and the
very spirit of this age. (Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha)



http://www.bahai.org/r/243543338
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“Unless these Teachings are effectively spread, this world of being will find no peace.”

Unless these Teachings are effectively spread among the people, until the
old ways, the old concepts, are gone and forgotten, this world of being
will find no peace, nor will it reflect the perfections of the Heavenly
Kingdom. Strive ye with all your hearts to make the heedless conscious,
to waken those who sleep [...] and restore the dead to life. It behooveth
you to show forth such power, such endurance, as to astonish all
beholders. (Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha)

‘Abdu'l-Baha


http://www.bahai.org/r/243543338
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Appendix 1:

What does the word “new” mean, relatively speaking,
within the “history of ideas ?
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Christopher
Buck

Baha'i

Faith

the basics

Table of Contents

% 1. Introduction: What is the Baha'i Faith?
% 2. Beliefs: Bahd'i Spiritual Teachings
% 3. Principles: Baha'i Social Teachings
¢ 4. History: Bahd'u'llah and His Covenant

% 5. Scripture and Authoritative Writings: Bahd'i
Sacred Texts and Inspired Guidance

% 6. Institutions: The Baha'i Administrative Order
% 7. Building Community: What Baha'is Do
% 8. Social Action: Social and Economic Development

% 9. Public Discourse: The Bahd'i International
Community

% 10. Vision: Foundations for a Future Golden Age


https://www.routledge.com/Bahai-Faith-The-Basics/Buck/p/book/9781138346161
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PRINCIPLES
BAHA’l SOCIAL TEACHINGS

BAHA’l PRINCIPLES—NEW AND RENEWED

The Baha’i Faith, as noted earlier, is a new and independent world reli-
gion. This book, Baha'i Faith: The Basics, is one introduction in a rich
legacy of introductions to the Bahd’i Faith. So, it may be useful to con-
sider how the Baha’i Faith has been presented in the past, in order to
appreciate some of its new and distinctive features in the present day.
With the advent of the new religion, naturally, new religious teachings
would be expected. This certainly holds true with the appearance of
the Baha'i Faith on the world’s historical horizon. in the full glare of
modernity.

As readers will recall, Baha'u’llah (1817-1892) had designated his
eldest son, ‘Abdu’l-Baha (1844-1921), as the former’s successor, inter-
preter, and exemplar. (See Chapter4.) ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s talks were many;,
His grandson and appointed successor, Shoghi Effendi (1897 -1957),
wrote that ‘Abdu’l-Baha

had arisen not only to proclaim from pulpit and platform, in some of the
chief capitals of Europe and in the leading cities of the North American
continent, the distinctive verities enshrined in His Father's Faith, but to
demonstrate as well the Divine origin of the Prophets gone before Him,
and to disclose the nature of the tie binding them to that Faith.
(Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, BRL)(italics added)

Baha i Principles — New and Renewed

% 'Abdu’l-Bahd’s talks were many. His grandson and

appointed successor, Shoghi Effendi (1897-1957),
wrote that 'Abdu’l-Baha:

% "had arisen not only to proclaim from pulpit and
platform, in some of the chief capitals of Europe and
in the leading cities of the North American
continent, the distinctive verities enshrined in His
Father’s Faith, but to demonstrate as well the Divine
origin of the Prophets gone before Him, and to
disclose the nature of the tie binding them to that
Faith.” (Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, BRL) (italics
added).

s Source: Bahd'i Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 42.



http://www.bahai.org/r/567446065
http://www.bahai.org/r/567446065
http://www.bahai.org/r/567446065
https://www.amazon.com/Bahai-Faith-Basics-Christopher-Buck/dp/1138346160/
https://www.amazon.com/Bahai-Faith-Basics-Christopher-Buck-ebook/dp/B08M4939MJ/
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PRINCIPLES

This chapter will adopt a somewhat novel approach, based on an old
one, by focusing on a couple of speeches by ‘Abdu’l-Baha, presented
in America in 1912. What makes these two speeches important and
relevant is that ‘Abdu’l-Baha focused on what he himself identified as
“new” teachings brought by Baha’u’llah. Since the term “new” may be
somewhat elastic and relative, perhaps a better descriptor would be the
term, “distinctive,” with respect to the Baha’i teachings that will be
surveyed in this chapter.

Of course, many of the Baha'i spiritual, ethical, and moral teach-
ings—and, to certain extent, some of its doctrinal teachings as
well—resonate with similar teachings found in earlier religions.
Those resonances create a kind of spiritual harmonics, worthy of
appreciation. In that sense, the Bahd'i teachings effectively revoice
and thereby “renew” the venerable teachings of prior religions. This
fact, of course, is significant and important, in and of itself. But, for
the purposes of this introduction, this chapter focuses on the rela-
tively new Baha'i teachings, as previously privileged and presented
by ‘Abdu’l-Baha. In so doing, this will serve to highlight an aspect
of Baha'i history that has contemporary relevance today. In present-
ing these new teachings, no absolute claims to exclusivity are being
made. Rather, such new Bahd’i teachings are important to consider
in any basic overview of the Baha’i Faith. These novel teachings pri-
marily take the form of what may be considered to be modern-day
social principles.

“New” is a relative term, as far as ideas go. In the history of ideas,
many, 1f not most, important ideas may have their roots in past notions
articulated centuries ago. Just about zny idea may have its precursors.
The legacy of any given concept therefore can be analyzed within a
“history of ideas™ approach, in which a “trajectory” of any given ideca
may be mapped out over time. Many major ideas, in their respective
historical contexts, may be traced back to their roots, often to antig-
uity. However, this is not to say that any present-day idea can necessar-
ily be fully explained and accounted for by reference to its ideological
predecessors. Nor is it necessary, or even methodologically valid, to
reduce any given idea to a “genetic” chain of origination. While some
modern ideas may have been anticipated in the past, their current
expression is properly regarded as new. Here, “new” will be used to
refer to specific, noteworthy Baha’i teachings that may be regarded as
relatively original and recent within the history of religions.

N
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“New  Is a Relative ferm

“New" is a relative term, as far as ideas go. Just about
any idea may have its precursors.

The legacy of any given concept therefore can be
analyzed within a "history of ideas" approach, in which
a "trajectory” of any given idea may be mapped out
over time.

While some modern ideas may have been anticipated
in the past, their current expression is properly
regarded as new.

Here, “new” will be used to refer to specific, noteworthy
Baha'i teachings that may be regarded as relatively
original and recent within the history of religions.

Source: Baha'i Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 43.
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These new Baha’i teachings have received special emphasis in some
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s talks—especially in America in 1912——that spe-
cifically focus on Bah&’u’lldh’s distinctive principles. For instance, on
Sunday, 14 July 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Baha spoke in the All Souls Unitarian
Church. Fourth Avenue (now Park Avenue South) and Twentieth Street,
in West Englewood, New York. (15-17 November 2019 marks the
bicentennial of the founding of the All Souls Church.) There, the pastor
of the church, Rev. Leon A. Harvey, had advertised ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s pub-
lic appearance in the local newspapers and also posted announcements
outside the church. After Rev. Harvey introduced his guest speaker,
‘Abdu’l-Baha addressed the congregation. “First,” ‘Abdu’l-Baha
explained, “He [Baha'u’llah] has proclaimed the oneness of mankind
and specialized religious teachings for existing human conditions”
(‘Abdu’l-Baha, Promulgation, BRL) (italics added). The other princi-
ples set forth during the rest of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s talk were also presented
in the context of Baha'u’llah’s “'specialized religious teachings for exist-
ing human conditions” current in the 20th-century in 1912, the year that
‘Abdu’l-Baha spoke throughout the United States and Canada.

‘Abdu’l-Baha may have assumed that his audiences understood that
Baha’u’llah’s “specialized religious teachings,” for the most part. were
quite new. Probably some audience members did appreciate that fact.
Such a perception may have been fairly obvious in the minds of many
who attended these events, although it is impossible to know for cer-
tain. Yet we do know that there were others who openly questioned just
how distinctive these new teachings of Baha'u’llah really were. It was
only a matter of time before such questions were bound to arise. So,
on Friday, 15 November 1912, also in New York, *Abdu’l-Baha was
asked the following question: “What has Baha’u’llah brought that we
have not heard before?” *Abdu’l-Baha himself refers to this very ques-
tion—one that was posed dircctly to him, in fact:

| have spoken in the various Christian churches and in the synagogues,
and in no assemblage has there been a dissenting voice. All have lis-
tened, and all have conceded that the teachings of Bahd'u'lldh are
superlative in character, acknowledging that they constitute the very
essence or spirit of this new age and that there is no better pathway to
the attainment of its ideals. Not a single voice has been raised in objec-
tion. At most there have been some who have refused to acknowledge
the mission of Bahd'u’lldh, although even these have admitted that He
was a great teacher, a most powerful soul, a very great man. Some who
could find no other pretext have said, “These teachings are not new;

“What has Baha ullah brought not heard before?”

% Yet we do know that there were others who
openly questioned just how distinctive these
new teachings of Baha'u'llah really were. It was
only a matter of time before such questions
were bound to arise.

% So, on Friday, 15 November 1912, also in New
York, ‘Abdu’l-Baha was asked the following
question: “What has Baha'u'llah brought that we
have not heard before?” ‘Abdu’l-Baha himself
refers to this very question-one that was posed
directly to him, in fact.

% Source: Bahd'i Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 44.
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they are old and familiar; we have heard them before.” Therefore, | will
speak to you upon the distinctive characteristics of the manifestation
of Bahd'u'lldh and prove that from every standpoint His Cause is distin-
guished from all others, It is distinguished by its didactic character and
method of exposition, by its practical effects and application to present
world conditions, but especially distinguished from the standpoint of
its spread and progress.

(‘Abdu’l-Bahd, Promulgation, BRL)

‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s opening statement, ai this public meeting held in the
home of Baha’i artist, Julia Thompson, is quoted, in full, for the sim-
ple reason that few, if any, other such declarations by ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
available in English, state the case so clearly, i.c. that Baha'u’llah’s
teachings are sui generis (Latin, literally “of its own kind™)—that is,
unique in the history of religions. This same question, in fact, came
up again a little over two weeks later. On Monday, 2 December 1912,
‘Abdu’l-Baha gave a talk in New York on the “the special teachings
of Baha'u’llah™ in direct response to the question: “You have asked
me what new principles have been revealed by Him” (*Abdu’l-Baha,
Promulgation, BRL). In answer to this excellent question, *Abdu’l-
Baha had responded:

| will speak to you concerning the special teachings of Bahd'u'lldh. All
the divine principles announced by the tongue of the Prophets of the
past are to be found in the words of Bah4'u'lldh; but in addition to these
He has revealed certain new teachings which are not found in any of the
sacred Books of former times. | shall mention some of them; the others,
which are many in number, may be found in the Books, Tablets and
Epistles written by Bahd'u'lldh—such as the Hidden Words, the Glad
Tidings, the Words of Paradise, Tajzlliyat, Tardzdt and others. Likewise,
in the Kitdb-i-Aqdas there are new teachings which cannot be found in
any of the past Books or Epistles of the Prophets. ...

A fundamental teaching of Bah4d'u'lldh is the oneness of the
world of humanity. ...

Another new principle revealed by Bahd'u’lldh is the injunction to
investigate truth—that is to say, no man should blindly follow his
ancestors and forefathers. ...

Bahd'u'lldh has announced that the foundation of all the religions
of God is one, that oneness is truth and truth is oneness which
does not admit of plurality. This teaching is new and specialized to
this Manifestation.

“New Teachings Not Found in Sacred Books™

On Monday, 2 December 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Baha
gave a talk in New York on the “the special
teachings of Bahd'u'llah” in direct response to
the question: “You have asked me what new
principles have been revealed by Him." In
answer to this excellent question, ‘Abdu’l- Baha
had responded:

"l will speak to you concerning the special

teachings of Baha'u'llah."
Source: Bahd'i Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 45.
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4.

He sets forth a new principle for this day in the announcement
that religion must be the cause of unity, harmony and agreement
among mankind. ...

Furthermore, He proclaims that religion must be in harmony with
science and reason. ... The harmony of religious belief with reason is
a new vista which Bahd'u'lléh has opened for the soul of man.

He establishes the equality of man and woman. This is peculiar
to the teachings of Bahd'u"ldh, for all other religions have placed
man above woman.

A new religious principle is that prejudice and fanaticism—
whether sectarian, denominational, patriotic or political—are
destructive to the foundation of human solidarity; therefore,
man should release himself from such bonds in order that the
oneness of the world of humanity may become manifest.
Universal peace is assured by Bahd'v’lldh as a fundamental
accomplishment of the religion of God—that peace shall pre-
vail among nations, governments and peoples, among religions,
races and all conditions of mankind. This is one of the special char-
acteristics of the Word of God revealed in this Manifestation.
Bahd'u'lldh declares that all mankind should attain knowl-

edge and acquire an education. This is a necessary principle

of religious belief and observance, charucteristically new in this

dispensation.

He has set forth the solution and provided the remedy for the

economic question. No religious Books of the past Prophets speak

of this important human problem.

He has ordained and established the House of Justice. ... Its rul-

ings shall be in accordance with the commands and teachings of

Bahd'u'lldh. ...

As to the most great characteristic of the revelation of Bahd'u'lldh,

a specific teaching not given by any of the Prophets of the past: It is

the ordination and appointment of the Center of the Covenant.
(‘Abdu’'l-Bahd, Promulgation, BRL)

(italics and numbers added)

‘Abdu’l-Bahéa explicitly cites some of Baha'u’llah’s most well-known
“Tablets” (sacred writings)—*such as the Hidden Words, the Glad
Tidings, the Words of Paradise, Tajalliyat, Tardzat and others” includ-
ing the Kitab-i-Agdas—although these texts were not widely available
in the West at that time. (These Baha’i sacred writings will be discussed
in Chapter Five: “Scripture and Authoritative Writings: Baha’i Sacred
Texts and Inspired Guidance.™) Afier being asked which of Baha'u'llah’s
teachings were new, ‘Abdu’l-Bahd gave some definite and explicit

“Teaching not given by any of the Prophets

% "As to the most great characteristic of the
revelation of Bahd'u'llah, a specific teaching not
given by any of the Prophets of the past: It is the
ordination and appointment of the Center of the
Covenant.”

% Atfter being asked which of Baha'u'llah’s
teachings were new, ‘Abdu’l-Baha gave some
definite and explicit answers-this time, making
sure that there could be no ambiquity as to the
relative distinctiveness of Baha'u'llah’s teachings.

s Source: Baha'i Faith: The Basics (2021), pp. 46-
47.
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answers—this time, making sure that there could be no ambiguity as to
the relative distinctiveness of Baha'u’llah’s teachings. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
claims to the new and unique nature of Baha’u’llah’s precepts should be
understood and appreciated as relative, rather than absolute, in nature
since the roots of some of these teachings may be traced back, in various
forms, in the history of ideas. In their fully developed and coherent form,
these teachings, taken together, are certainly distinctive.

These two talks—i.c. of Friday, 1S November 1912 and Monday,
2 December 1912—are highly significant because the Baha'i principles
given were in direct response (o questions, by Americans at that time,
directly asking ‘Abdu’l-Baha to clearly identify what new teachings the
Baha’i Faith had to offer. Although these very same principles are set forth
in later *“Tablets™ (writings) of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, they were not clearly char-
acterized as new or otherwise distinctive Baha’i teachings per se. Based
primarily on these two talks, those principles of Bah&'u’llah that are
explicitly distinguished by ‘Abdu’l-Baha as “new,” “specialized.” or oth-
erwise “distinctive” or “distinguished” have been selected for this chapter.

In the following presentation of cach of these Baha'i principles,
sclected quotes from ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s 15 November 1912 and 2 December
1912 talks will be offered along with parallel statements from ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s “Tablet to the Hague” (the first of two) for purposes of further
corroboration. Dated 17 December 1919, the “Tablet to the Hague,”
according to Shoghi Effendi, is a “Tablet of far-reaching importance,”
noting that this was ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s “reply to acommunication addressed
to Him by the Executive Committee of the ‘Central Organization for a
Durable Peace™ which was “dispatched to them at The Hague by the
hands of a special delegation” (Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, BRL).
There is a good reason for this method: The translations that are avail-
able for ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s 15 November 1912 and 2 December 1912 talks
arc simply contemporancous notes (ranscribed, as in dictation, by
Americans Baha'is, as ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s translator would voice aloud
English translations in real time. As for the “15 November 1912 Talk
at Home of Miss Juliet Thompson, 48 West Tenth Street, New York,”
the available English translation consists of the “Notes by IHooper
Harris™ (Promulgation of Universal Peace, BRL). In the case of the
*2 December 1912, Talk at Home of Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Kinney,
780 West End Avenue, New York,” the transcript of record are “Notes
by Esther Foster” (Promulgation of Universal Peace, BRL).

These contemporaneous English translations—subsequently edited
and later published—no doubt accurately convey the gist of what

These two talks. . .are highly significant

% ‘Abdu’l-Bahd's claims to the new and unique nature of
Baha'u'lldh’s precepts should be understood and
appreciated as relative, rather than absolute, in nature-
since the roots of some of these teachings may be traced
back, in various forms, in the history of ideas. In their fully
developed and coherent form, these teachings, taken
together, are certainly distinctive.

% These two talks—i.e. of Friday, 15 November 1912 and
Monday, 2 December 1912-are highly significant
because the Baha'i principles given were in direct
response to questions, by Americans at that time, directly
asking ‘Abdu’'l-Baha to clearly identify what new teachings
the Bahd'i Faith had to offer.

s Source: Baha'i Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 47.
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‘Abdu’l-Bahé actually said, and therefore have historical value. The
reported English record, however, cannot be fully authenticated at pre-
sent, and therefore may not represent exact translations of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
words verbatim. Doing so would require a retranslation from the original
Persian texts, if extant. So, by citing parallel statements from ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s first “Tablet to the Hague” (the second “Tablet to the Hague”

was sent, after the First World War, on 1 July 1920), some measure of

substantive authentication of the 15 November 1912 and 2 December
1912 talks themselves is achieved. (If no parallel statcment in the Tablet
to the Hague 1s available, then another parallel will be provided.)

The practice of presenting Baha'i principles in numeric form began with
Bah4'u’llah himself and was later enlarged upon by ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Perhaps
the most well known of these numbered lists of principles by Baha'u’lldh is
the “Tablet of Glad Tidings.” (See Buck and Ioannesyan 2010.) Although
the number, order, and substance of these principles would vary, depending
on the audience and occasion, ‘Abdu’l-Baha was quite consistent in setting
forth what may be regarded as Baha'i social paradigms.

SEARCH FOR TRUTH

The order in which ‘Abdu’l-Baha presented Baha'u’llah’s teachings
would vary from time to time. The sequence in which Baha u’llah’s teach-
ings were presented really made no difference, with one exception. Often,
at the top of *‘Abdu’l-Baha’s lists of Baha’u’llah’s principles was the inde-
pendent investigation of truth. For instance, prior to his visit to America
and Canada in 1912, *‘Abdu’l-Baha stated, in Paris on 11 November 1911:

| spoke yesterday of the first principle of the Teaching of Bahd'u’lldh,
“The Search for Truth”; ... It is essential that he search for truth in all
religions, and, if his seeking be in earnest, he will assuredly succeed.
Now the first discovery which we make in our “Search after Truth”,
will lead us to the second principle, which is the “Unity of Mankind”.

(‘Abdu’l-Bah4, Paris Talks, BRL)

This “Search for Truth” principle has foreseeable consequences, one
of which 1s the “first discovery™ of the “Unity of Mankind.” This fun-
damental Baha’i principle did enjoy a certain priority—and for good
reason: Receptivity requires open-mindedness. Search for truth-—that
1s, an open-minded willingness to investigate—1s a necessary precon-
dition to all inquiry, especially scientific investigation. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

These two talks. . .are highly significant

% “The reported English record, however, cannot be fully
authenticated at present, and therefore may not
represent exact translations of ‘Abdu’l-Baha's words
verbatim. Doing so would require a retranslation from
the original Persian texts, if extant. So, by citing parallel
statements from ‘Abdu’'l-Baha’s first “Tablet to the
Hague" (the second “Tablet to the Hague"” was sent,
after the First World War, on 1 July 1920), some
measure of substantive authentication of the 15
November 1912 and 2 December 1912 talks
themselves is achieved. (If no parallel statement in the
Tablet to the Haque is available, then another parallel
will be provided.)

% Source: Baha'i Faith: The Basics (2021), p. 48.
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