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Second Session 
Wednesday Evening, May 15, 1912 

The Chairman : I am sure we are all glad to cordially wel¬ 
come as the first speaker this evening Abdul Balia Abbas, of 
Persia, the well-known leader of the Bahai movement. 

THE ONENESS OF THE REALITY OF HUMAN KIND 

ADDRESS OF ABDUL BAHA ABBAS 

When we consider history, we find that civilization is progress¬ 
ing, but in this century its progress cannot* be compared with 
that of past centuries. This is the century of light and of 
bounty. In the past, the unity of patriotism, the unity of nations 
and religions was established; but in this century, the oneness 
of the world of humanity is established; hence this century is 
greater than the past. 

Sixty years ago Asia was in great turmoil of wars; England, 
Russia, Turkey and France went to war. There were wars in 
Persia, wars among the religions and wars between nations, 
especially, in Persia on account of the existence of the different 
nationalities, such as Turks, Persians, Arabs and Kurds, and the 
various religions, namely, Mohammedan, Jewish, Christian and 
Zoroastrian. Among these different religions the greatest en¬ 
mity and rancor were extant. 

At such a time as this, His Holiness, Baha’o’llah appeared. 
He proclaimed the oneness of the world of humanity and the 
greatest peace. He wrote to all the kings and addressed epistles 
to all the religionists of Persia, and all the souls who accepted 
his platform and emulated and followed his teachings—whether 
Christians, Mohammedans, Jews or Zoroastrians—were united 
and attained the greatest amity and unity. Through those teach¬ 
ings, the Kurd, the Arab, the Persian and Turk freed themselves 
from the prejudice of race and were people agreed to an extent 
which is indescribable, indeed, in such a manner, that were you 
to enter their meeting you could not distinguish between the 
Persian, the Christian, the Arab or the Turk, and you would not 
observe any differences of religious opinion. Among those peo¬ 
ple the utmost of love and oneness of peace now obtain, for the 
great teachings of Baha’o’llah make for the oneness of the world 
and for humanity, universal peace and arbitration. The follow¬ 
ing are a few of the principles of Baha’o’llah. 

First, that all must investigate reality. It is incumbent on all 
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nations to investigate truth. For Baha’o’llah declares that the 

foundations of the divine religion are one and that one is reality 

and reality is not multiple but indivisible. But the imitations 

which have come in, being different in character, have caused 

divisions and separations. If we forsake the imitations and 

revert to the original foundations of the divine religion, we shall 
find that the foundations are that reality which is one and not 

multiple. 
The second principle of Baha’o’llah is the oneness of human 

kind. All humanity belongs to one family, inhabiting the same 
globe; all are beneath the providence of God; God has created 
all and has nurtured all and provideth for all and preserveth all. 
This is the policy of God. God is kind to all and why should 
we be unkind? Is there any policy wiser and better than God’s 
policy? No matter how keen the human mind may be, it cannot 
surpass the policy of God. The policy of God is perfect and we 
must follow it and not our own self-interest. 

The third teaching of Baha’o’llah is that religion and science 
are twins. If a religious question be not in accordance with 
science, it is imagination. All religious matter must correspond 
with science, every question which meets the criterion of science 
shall be acceptable, and those questions which do not come to the 
standard of science are not to be given credence. 

The fourth teaching of Baha’o’llah is that religion should be 
the one bond which shall unite society, which shall cement to¬ 
gether the various peoples, which shall cause a unity among all 
the creeds. If religion should be productive of strife and division, 
if it should cause bloodshed and war and rapine, irreligion is 
preferable to religion. Religion was meant to be a bond of love 
among mankind. 

The fifth principle is that racial bias, religious prejudice, 
patriotic prejudice, political prejudice, are the destroyers of the 
very foundations of the body politic. All humanity is one in 
kind, the surface of the earth one home, and the foundations of 
the divine religions one. All the wars which have taken place 
since the inception of human history have emanated either from 
religious prejudice, racial prejudice, patriotic bias or political 
greed and interest. As long as these prejudices last, so long will 
the foundations of humanity tremble. When such prejudices 
pass away the world will at last find peace. 

The sixth principle of Baha’o’llah is equality between mankind 
and womankind. Woman and man are both human and both 
the manifestations of God’s grace. God has created man and 
has endowed him with knowledge and intelligence. The differ¬ 
ence which now exists between man and woman is only a differ¬ 
ence of education, and when woman shall receive the same 
education no doubt her equality with man shall become a reality. 



44 

The world of humanity is composed of two organizations—the 
male and the female. If one organ be defective, that defect will 
affect the other. Until perfect strength shall obtain in both, and 
woman shall attain equality with man, the happiness of humanity 
will not be insured. 

The seventh principle concerns the readjustment of the 
economic questions in the social body. The rich now enjoy the 
greatest luxury, whereas the poor are in abject misery. Certain 
laws must be made whereby the rich cannot become over-rich 
and the poor shall not starve, both rich and poor enjoying the 
comforts according to their respective deserts. 

The eighth principle of Baha’o’llah is that philosophy sufficeth 
not and is not conducive to the absolute happiness of mankind. 
Great philosophers have been capable of educating themselves, 
or a few who followed them, but generally education, ethical 
education, they could not endow. Therefore, the world of 
humanity is evermore in need of the breadth of the Holy Spirit. 
The greatest peace will not be realized without the power of the 
Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit of God which insures the 
safety of humanity, for human thoughts differ, human suscepti¬ 
bilities differ. You cannot make the susceptibilities of all 
humanity one except through the common channel of the Holy 
Spirit. (Applause.) 

The Chairman : We are now to have the pleasure of hearing 
from His Excellency, the Minister of Nicaragua to the United 
States, Dr. Salvador Castrillo. 

THE REGENERATION OF NICARAGUA. 

ADDRESS OF DR. SALVADOR CASTRILLO, JR. 

I appreciate very much the great honor of being asked to ad¬ 
dress this distinguished audience on the subject of the regenera¬ 
tion of Nicaragua. 

We in Nicaragua have had during the last eighteen years a 
personal government which, by destroying the resources of the 
country and by bringing about international complications with 
foreign countries, was rapidly conducting us to our ruin and 
putting our independence in jeopardy. We are now trying to 
regenerate the country and to establish a true constitutional gov¬ 
ernment of the people like the government of the United States. 
We are endeavoring to develop the resources of the country and 
to place it on a sound financial and thoroughly economical basis, 
which will assure our liberty and independence. To do this, we 
must have the moral support of the government of the United 
States, because our credit has been greatly impaired by reason of 
internal and external troubles. 

In order to remedy these defects we negotiated a convention 




