Baha'is Slate Annual Meeting

The Chicago Defender (National edition) (1921-1967); Apr 20,
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Defender

pg- 21

1957;

Bahd'is Slate

WILMETTE, 1L — The 45th an-
nua} convention of the Baha'is of
the U. S. will be held at the Ba-

ha'i House of Worship, Wilmette,
1., from April 28 through May

4.

Several hundred Baha’is will at-
tend, including nearly 200 official
delegates from every state in the
U. S. and from Alaska, Hawail
and Puerto Rico.

The purpose of the convertion
meeting this.year under t h e
theme of “The American Baha'i
Community in the World Crusade”,
is to review progress in the fourth
year of the Baha'i Ten-Year World
Spiritual Crusade, discuss tasks
ahead in furthering the promulga-
tion of the Baha’i feachings for
promoting permanent world peace
and elect nine members to serve|
as the National Spiritual Assem-)
bly of the United States through
the coming year.

At the opening session on April
28, a special message from Shog-
hi Effendi, the Guardian of the
Faith at the Baha’i World Cen-
ter in Haifa, will be pressented.
It will report the achievements
and events of the past year and
set goals for the year ahead.

Qutstanding on the convention
program will be a meeting t h e
first night at which the present
‘members of the National Assem-
bly of the United States will tell
of another historic step in t h e
Faith,  the establishment of nine
new . Nationa]l Assemblies at con-
ventions held April 22-24 in An-
chorage, Alaska; Lima, P e r u;
Port-au-Prince, Haiti; Panama,
Buenos Aires, Stockholm, Brus-}
sels, Western Europe and Toklo.

By the end of the convention]
period there will be 25 Baha'i Na-
tional Assemblies in the world, an|
increase of 11 since April, 1936,

! the 94th anniversary of the public

L ®
Meeting
tion of the Baha’i home for the
aged as an auxﬂlary to the House
of Worship in Wilmette: the Cru-
sade on the Homéfront and inter-
continental teaching; Amegican Ia-
dian Service and Interracizl teach-
ing; Baha’i youth activities, child
education, Baha'i Summer Schools
and relations of thé Baha’i Inter-
national Commumty with the Unit-
ed Nations.

Meetings open ta the pubhc vnll
be two, the regular Worship Serv-
ice at 3:30 Sunday afternoon, Ap-
ril 28, and the Ridvan Feast at
8 p.m. -Saturday, - April 27, pre-
ceding the opening of convention.
Both will be devotional programs
in the Temple Auditorium, the lat-
ter to be followed by a social gath.
ering in Foundation Hall to which
friends and interested persons are
invited,

The Ridvan Feast will cele‘brato

declaration of the Mission of the
Baha'u'llah. )

On May 2, 1853, while encamp-
ed in the garden of Ridvan (Par-
adise) on the outskirts of Bagh-;
dad, Baha'u'llah- made. His pro-
phetlc announcement on a new
religious dispensation opening 2
universal eycle of world brother-!
hood, unprecedsnted progress and
peace;

- Baha'is began their world-wide
Crusade at the time of the dedi-
cation of the Baha’i House of Wor-
ship in 1953. Since that time the
number- of countnes and territor-
ies in which the Faith has been
| planled has reached 250, almost
- double that of four years ago,
. many buildings have been acquir-
L ed to house local and national
. Baha’i headquarters, 10 sites have
| been purchased for future houses
of worship and international Ar-
| chives Building has almost been

I

. Work of the convention will pre- |
ceed under topics inciding erec-’

completed on Mt, Carme] in Is-
rael,
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