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Southern Drama Group Leads U. $. Amateurs 
Laud Players For 
Fine Artistry 

By ROSE VAUGHN 

PINE. BLUFF, Ark.—Members of the Southern Associa- 

tion of Dramatic and Speech Arts are now recognized as 

leaders among the amateur actors and actresses of the na- 
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tion. 

This was reverled at the association’s recent 11th An- 

nun! Festival, held here at{ 

A. M. and N. College and at-! for dramatics in not only colleses 
tended by residents from all 
sections of Arkansas and 
neighboring states. 
“From the original play, ‘Rare 

Cut Glasses.’ by Gloria Maddox, 
to the Dillard University Players’ 
‘The Slave With Two Faces.” the 
entire festival was an inspiration 
to the founder, director and the 
public," declares John Howard ef 
Arkansas A. M. and N. Colleagv. 

Ten of the colleges that met 
with the 16 in the initial 1936 con- 
ference were present at the 1947 
meet. 
The SADSA is the product of 

the genius of Randolph Edmonds, 
a pioneer in the promotion of dra- 
matics in Negro schools. It was 7.¢ 
who convinted directors of insti- 
tutions to include dramatics in the 
curriculum and raise the standard 

but high schools as well. 
Tuskegee Institute was host to 

the first conference. Fiorida <A. 
and M. was next and at th, time 
a premium of original plays was 
presented. Highlight of the meet 
was “Yellow Death,” presented by 
Dillard University Players. Mr. 
Edmonds was author of the play. 

Creative writing was the theme 
of the next festival Held on the 
campus of Wiley Colleze. with the 
novelist - anthropologist - critic, 
V. EF, Calverton, as guest speaker, 
The organization began to fitne- 
ion through three regional divi+ 
sions at this meet. 

Emphasis was placed on student 
participation and leadership at 
Tustegee in 1939. The premiere 
performance of Owen Dodson's 
“The Amistad* was presented by 
drama students of Talladega, Also 
at this time the new Saver library 
and Hale Woodruff's painting 
based on the incident, were dedi- 
cated. Alain Locke, philosopher, 
editor, writer and critic, was main 
speaker. 

The 1910 festival was held at 
Tennessee State Collegs, Two eves 
nings of one-act plays were pre- 
sented, during which time the 
Tennessee State Stageerafters. en- 
acted “Death Takes A Holiday.” 
Throuch the lecture of Dr. G. Os- 
car Russell, specialist In voice and 
speech at Ohio State University, 
keen interest in effective speech 
was created. 
Twelve colleges participated in 

194] at Tuskegee and adopied the 
constitution under which the 4s- 
fociation now operates. The late 
Ds. Kock of the Carolina Play- 
makers expressed his views on 
creative writing. 

The conference returned to Wi- 
ley Colleze in 1942 with the Tol- 
son's Log Cabin Theater. La 
Thomas Poag was named president 
at this mect. 

A News Letter, published at in- 
tervals. kept the association to- 
gether during the war years and 
in 196 the organization returned 
to Tenressee State Callege. Ray- 
mond Johnson, dirertor of Nash- 
vilte’s Community Playhouse and 
writer for the Nashville Tennes- 
seean, was critic. 

The festival moved into Its sec 
ond decade with sindents fron 10 
schools present—Fisk University, 
Kentucky State, Southern Uni- 
versity, LeMoyne College, Lincoln 
University, Grambling College, 
Tennessee State College, Dillard 
University, Arkansas State Cal- 
lege and Wiley College. Jou Me- 
Linn Ross, critic, directar, techi- 
cian and author twas guest speak- 
er. He delivered an address on 
Eutene O'Neill's “Negro Protago- 
nists.” 

A rore combination of plays was 
presented under the direction of 
such leaders in dramatics as Dr. 
Lillian Voorhees, Fisk: Helen F. 
Holmes, Kenturky State: Elsie 
Van Ness, LeMoyne: Thomas D. 
Pawley, Lincoln: Floyd L, Sadle, 
Grimbling: Dr. Thomas Panag, 
Tennessee State: Radolph  Ed- 
monds, Dillsrd, and Leonard C. 
Archer, AM. and N. College. 
Graduates of schools repre 

sented in the association are en- 
gated jn varios phases of the 
field of drama throvuchout the 
country: some are on Broadway: 
some are in radio work; seme hare 
erzanized Little Theatre groups. 
But thes are ALL fizhting for rec- 
oanition as dramatists in their own 
rizht.


