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THIRTY YEARS OF 
Whe Chicago Defender F 

_ Milestone in Its Campa 
America Safe for All Americans 

World’s Greatest Weekly & 
Reviews Its Progress 

By DEWEY ROSCOE JONES 

OBERT SENGSTACKE ABBOTT (Bachelor of Laws) foanded The Chicago 

Defender in 1905. He founded it at a time when everybody said it could 

not, or should not be done. Hadn’t others tried to run a newspaper for 

Negroes in this country—and hadn’t they failed? Hadn’t such brilliant jour- 
nalists as T. Thomas Fortune and John T. Mitchell bemoaned in their news- 
pavers that their efforts in behalf of the Race barely offered them the necessities 
of life? 

But Robert S. Abbott, Hampton graduate, journeyman 

printer and sometime lawyer, was determined. The time 
was ripe, he said, to give this race a real organ with which 
to fight its battles. Not only was the time ripe, but the 
place—Chicago—was ready. -He foresaw, rising with a 
young and growing city, an institution which would take 
its place in the grand march, and, in due time, work fs 
wav to the head of the procession. 

jt mattered not to Editor Abbot! 
that he had no capital. Somehow 
he had been imbued with the idea 
that courage and determination are 

mere important than dollars and 

cents. Above all that, he was alsc 

of the conviction that he could give 

the people the kind of newspaper 

they needed, and that, in return, 

they would support him. And 50, 

with a twenty-five cent piece which 

he borrowed, a, penny pencil and 

ga five cent pad, and a room at 

3159 S. State street, The Chicago 

Defender came into being. 

The first edition of four pages. 

gixteen by twenty inches in size 

and consisting of three hundred 

eopies, came from & job shop in 

Chicago on Friday efternoon, May 

&. It was a proud editor that watked 

about the streets wih his papers 

under his arms soliciting his 

friends, acquaintances and strang- 

ers alike, to invest two cents in 

what was destined to be the 

World's Greatest Weekly. By Sun- 

day the papers were sold out, and 

ite editor, circulation manager, ad- 

vertising manager, business man- 

er and reporter, Robert Ss. Ab- 

bott, rested from his arduous labors, 

preparatory to beginning another 

week and another edition, 

LE was the beginning of a routine 

that was to last for more than @ 

year. During those Sey ee rith 

ed themselves alo 

that drase tantalizing delib- 

He Worked erateness, young 

Hard as Abbott made his 

rounds cf homes 
Others Laughed for news, shops 

for ads, and the press for papcrs, 

while a great many Chicagoans 

stood by and scoffed, or gave ad- 

vice. Some few, visioning the pos- 

sibilities of the paper, and believing 

in the enthusiasm of its editor and 

publisher, came forward with prof- 

fers of financial assistance which 

was sorely neéd and giadiy accep- 

ted. 

And in those months, The Chica- 

go Defender, while not making any 

phenomenal inroads against the 

apathy with which it was received, 

did make some definite progress. It 

also increased its size to eight pages 

of seven columns, standard dimen- 

sions, and sold for five cents per 

copy. It also began its bid for na- 

tional recognition by printing sto- 

ries which were ignored by daily 

hhewspapers. It organized a corps 
of volunteer reporters and “corres- 

pondents” who assiduously gathered 

every item of news from the four 

corners of the world, and mailed, 
or brought it personally to the of- 
fice of the Defender on State street. 

In connection with this fact, it is 

interesting to note that much of this 

type of help was given the Defender 

by railroad porters and Pullman 

porters who found themselves in 

the course of their daily occupa- 

tions, here today, in Atlanta or Bir- 

mingham, or New York, or in some 

other place tomorrow, and who nev- 

er lost an opportunity to boost 

their home paper. And not only did 

they gather news for the Defender, 

but they took Defenders with them 

and sold them in the various towns, 

thus creating a demand for them. 

In the meantime, Robert S. Ab- 

bott, having once planted his teet 

firmly upon the soil, and with his 

eyes turned firmly to the clouds, 

went about his business of making 

this, in fact as well as in name. 

“The World's Greatest Weekly.” 

How well he has succeeded in this 

all the world knows today. Among 
our contemporaries we have “The 
South’s Greatest Weekly," “The 
Negro’s Greatest Weekly,” and 
other similar titles. but “The 
World’s Greatest Weekly” has heen 
left to The Chicago Defender—and 
there is no one to dispute that 
claim. 

PPE years from 19035 to 1910 were 
ervent{ul ones in the life of The 

Chicago Defender. In those years 
there were lynchings—453 of them— 
there were battics to be wazed 
acainst “Grandfather Clauses,” 

there were fights against 
Had Many residential segregation 
Battles in both southern and 
To Fight northern cities, there 

were campaigns against 
segregation and discrimination in 
our schools—and there were riots. 
notably the Atlanta outburst which 
shewed up the white people of that 
city in their barbaric savagery—and 
all these evidences of man's inhu- 
manity to man had to be met and 
dealt with as only a fearless paper 

and a fearless editor could deal 
with them. 

Naturally, Robert S. Abbott, still 
the chief component of an editorial 
staff advertising staff circulation 
staff whatever other staffs his pa- 
per boasted was a busy man. From 
morning till night he worked, Hved 
and breathed his newspaper. Never 
‘was he seen without a copy, and no 
| place was too sacred or too profane 
‘for him to open his receipt book for 
business. On the hottest of summer 
days, or in the dead of winter (and 
Chicago's winters were real winters 
in those days) he could be seen 
along State street or on Wabash 
avenue, or on Dearborn street in 
quest of news, subscribers and ad- 
vertisers. : 

And so, in 1910 The Chicago De- 
fender boasted in large streamer 
type: “12000 people read Chicago's 
only weekly newspaper.” People 
who saw that line and believed it 
knew that the Defender was a com- 
ing newspaper—that it would not 
stop until it established itself firm- 
ly at the top of the ladder. 

The story of the development of 
The Chicago Defender is divided 
into three periods, each coinciding 
with the greatest upheavals in 
American and world history dur- 
ing the past thirty years. In the 
first period, from 1905 to 1910, The 
Chicago Defender was principally 
Robert S. Abbott. It was Robert S. 
Abbott who not only ‘solicited the 
news, but who did most of the 
editing and all the financing. It 
was he who sought ads and circula- 
tion, It was he who watched his 
paper being printed and then de- 
livered the product to his custom- 
ers in Stcte street saloons, Dear- 
born street churches and in Fed- 
eral street homes. It was he who 
instituted the numerous campaigns 
for which his paper was famous in 
those days. 

HE fought lynchings vigorously 
and fearlessly. He tackled the 

problems of riots and mob murders; 
he “demanded” Federal prosecution 
of Iynchers and protection of citi- 
zens. He begged his readers to 

stand and fight, and 
Demanded to cease their bicker- 
Full ings among them- 

Par eT selves. He demanded 
Cicil Rights political preferment 
for Negroes in Chicago, and warned 
the Republican party, both locally 
and nationally that it would lose 
Support of his people unless It took 
wider cognizance of their trials in 
this land of the free and home of 
the brave. ‘ 

In fact, so dynamic was Robert 
8. Abbott, and so forceful was his 
stand on the numerous issues which 
his paper fought, that even the 
greatest scoffers ceased thelr jeer- 
ing to awsuire the great fight. Dur- 
ing this period there were those who 
had become so imbued with the 
spirit of The Chicago Defender that, 
they volunteered their services Z2ra- 
tis that Editor .Abbott might have 
wider lattitude to carry on his cru- , 

sades, Numbered in this group were 
Mrs. Henrietta P. Lee in whose 
home on State street the paper was 
founded, and J. Hockley Smiley. 
“Mother Lee,” as she later became 
known, was one of the most en- 
cotraging of all the persons whose 
Hives crossed that of the young edi- 
tor—and he certainly needed cn- 
coufegement in those days. It was 
ahe who urged him on when his 
path seemed darkest. On bleak win- 
ter days when the wind whistied 
down State street with @ bitter ven- 
geance, or when the sun failed in 
its effort to cast cheer and warmth 
upon the dreary world, it was 
“Mother” Lee who had a kind word 
and a steaming bowl for Editor 
Abbott at the close of a heart- 
breaking round from shop to shop 
in the interest of his paper. 

One day, in 1909, J. Hockley Smi- 
ley walked into the office and an- 
nounced to Editor Abbott that he 
had come to work, All he wanted 
to do was to be of service in a good 
cause, he said. And it was this 
same J. Hockley Smiley who sub- 
sequently became the first manag- 
Ing editor of The Chicago Defen- 
der, a position he held until his 
death in 1915. Under Smiley The 
Chicago Defender adopted its title, 
“The World's Greatest Weekly.” 

THE second real period in the de- 
velopment of The Chicage De- 

fender can be placed at from 1916 
to 1920. It was during this period 
that the paper became recognized 
as @& great national institution. No 

longer” @ provincial 
Boasted sheet now, The Defen- 
12,000 der boasted of its 12,- 

ir . 000 circulation, its 
Circulation standard makeup of 12 
pages of eight standard columns 
each. It also boasted of a sport 
section and a secton devoted to 
women’s news and news of society 
happenings in Chicago. 

It was in 191§ that The Chicago 
Defender brought out its first full 
sport page, and this was several 
years ahead of the same feature in 
any other Race weekly. This first 
page. which told of the record- 
breaking athletic feats of Howard 
P. Drew, was under the editorship 
of Frank A. Young, a railway wait- 
er who had found time and interest 
to collect sport events for Editor 
Abbott until he felt safe in leaving 
the “road” to devote his full time 
to this new work. 
The Chicago Defender had also 

attracted to its colors in its fight 
for complete equality for all people 
several other men and women who 
formed the nucleus of a real organi- 
zation and who contributed their 
bits to the development of a unique 
institution in American life. Listed 
In this group were Mrs. Nettle 
Seorge Speedy, Fon Holley, car- 
toonist; Carey B. Lewis, Lucius C. 
Harper, present managing editor, 
A. N. Fields, present editorlal 
writer; Leslie Rogers, cartoonist; 
the late W. Alison Sweeney, editor- 
ial writer, and numerous others. 

In 1915 Dr. Booker T. Washing- 
ton, founder and principal of Tus- 
tegee Institute, was taken suddenly 
il in New York and wags rushed to 
1is Alabama home just before the 
2nd came. His death gave the De- 
‘ender its opportunity to be the first 
‘n another fleld—it was the first 
1aewspaper fn Chicago to print the 
story of Dr. Washington's death, 
ind was the first weekly. newspaper 
nh the country to print an “extra” 
wVvering a news event. This evi- 
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CONGRATULATIONS—WELL EARNED: 

dence of progressiveness on the 
patr of The Chicago Defender edi- 
tor and his staff further enhanced 
it in the minds of its readers. What 
vestige of doubt as to its sincerity 
that had persisted, quickly disap- 
peared, and the world suddenly 
realzed that here, in Chicago, was 
a potent, living, vibrant organism 
whose existence could no longer be 
jgnored. And the Defender went 
ahead with its world expansion. Al- 
though it already had ‘one foreign 
office—in Daw’s Steamship agency, 
17 Charing Cross Road, London— 
set up in 1913, it proceeded to open 
an oftice in Paris, hence, before the 
beginning of the third period in the 
life of The Chicago Defender, it 
could boast of a circulation in ex- 
eess of 25,000 and offices in London, 
Paris, Cape Town, New-York, At- 
Janta and New Orleans. 

Wrz the coming of the Mexican 

-expedition and the World War, 
The Chicago Defender took _an 
added significance. Here, made to 

order, were incidents 
War Greates happening which 
Demand made mewspaners ab- 

solutely- necessary. 

For News Thousands of young 
men had been -taken from their 
homes and transported to camps at 
widely separated points from their 
homes. Others were being sent to 
war-torn battle fronts, some of 
them never to return home. It was 
only natural that parents and rela- 
tives at home would wish to know 
what was happening on these 
fronts. And since the radio hadn't 
been developed prior to 1920, so that 
it could broadcast news events in 
a few moments as it does now, peo- 
ple had to rely upon their newspa- 
pers. White papers were too busy 
telling of the exploits of white men 
in camps to devote more than pass- 
ing notice to Negroes. This task fell 
upon the Negro press of the coun- 
try, and it was Robert 8S. Abbott 
who again arose to the occasion by 
specializing in war news. 

In the February 2 issue of 1918, 
the following statement appeared: — 

A Greater Chicago Defender 

To the Public: 

The Chicago Defender is pre- 
paring to give the reading pub- 
lic a greater paper than it is 
now publishing. A full 16-page, 
up-to-date newspaper, carrying 
a full page of néws interesting 

INTERIOR VIEW OF DEFENDER LOBBY 

to women, two of sports, a col- 
umn for children, fashions, 2 
good, ive editorial page, car- 
toons excelled: by none, pictor- 
Jal history of world events per- 
taining to the Race, a soldiers’ 
page, and a regular page on the 
war, written by a Defender re- 
porter who will be with the 
troops. 

We will attempt something 
new, also set a precedent for 
journals, by sending one of our 
reporters with the boys “over 
there” in France and by giving - 
the public its first 16-page 
weekly paper issued every week 
instead of on Christmas and 
business-boosting campaigns 

It must be conceded that we 
not only have excelled in the 
fleld of journalism, but we have 
always been in the lead in mat- 
ters of public import, the first 
to speak out fearlessly and 

‘truthfully in the interest of the 
people without regard to whom 
it hurts. a 

{ ROBERT S. ABBOTT, 
Sele Owner and Pubfisher. 

THE third period in the develop- 
ment of The Chicago Defender 

may be said to have started with. 
its occupancy of {te new home and 
plant, at 2435 Indiana avenue. This 
great event was celebrated in 1921, 

. ‘ shortiy after Fdi- 
Defender Moves tor Abbott had 
into New announced to his 

“hae staff that his cir- 

Building culation had now 
reached the imposing figure of 100,- 
600, The opening up of this new 
Plant was attended with quite a 
ceremony. There Was speaking by 
prominent citizens, letters of- con- 
gratulations were received from 
dignitaries and noted Race leaders 
throughout the United States, and 
the lobby of the building, decorated 
with murals by Scott, was a veri- 
table flower garden. When the large 
Goss press—the first one owned by 
a Race newspaper, started turing 
off copies of The Chicago Defender, 
it was’ Mrs. Flora Butler Seng- 
stacke, mother of Editor Abbott, 
brought here from her home n Sa- 
vannah for _ that occasion, who 
pushed the botton. - * 
From that auspicious start of 

the third period, The Chicago/De- 
fender has been going ahead ever. 
since. It was but a smal step 
from the opening of this new plant 
to a complete program of expan-. 
sion in The 

was turning out two editions each 
week. The national edition, carry- 

Chicago Defender... 
Within four years (1924) the press’ 

ing news of interest to people ail' 
over the world, was printed Wed- 
nesday afternoon and the City Edi- 
tion, suited to the peculiar neeis 
of Chicago, on Thursday nights. 
While the National still goes, to| 
press on Wednesdays, the local edi- 
tion is printed today on Fridays so 
as to meet the needs of local ad- 
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vyertisers who like to withhold their 
copy for week-end sales * 

URING. this period The Defen- 
der also became the first week- 

ly newspaper to devote an entire 
page to children. The Bud Billiken 
department, which started as 2 col- 
umn, is at present, one of the most 
dynamic forces in the entire institu- 

wa, __ tion. Started by 
Bud Billiken Managing Editor 
Page Adds © Harper back in 1917, 

-- .it .has reached its 
New Interest greatest heights un- 
der David W. Kellum,, known the 
world over as Bud Billiken. Some 
of the features successfully spon- 
sored by The Chicago Defender 
through this department are 
Thanksgiving parties for children, 
a huge picnic in Washington park, 
the recent one attracting more than 
50.000 persons; branch clubs and 
other activities of interest to chil- 
dren. You may take the word of 
Bud Billiken for it that more than 
250,000 youngsters have registered 
as members in the Bud Billiken 
club of The Chicago Defender. 

The Chicago Defender was the 
first weekly newspaper to start a 
full page of comics in colors. This 
feature, which lasted longer then 
a year, was drawn by Leslie M. 
Rogers, and was quite a step-up 
for Bungieton Green, the ploneer of 
Race comic strips in a weekly news- 
paper. “Old Bung” is still carry- 
ing on in‘the Defender under the 
ministrations of Jay Jackson, who 
supplanted Rogers as staff artist 
and cartoonist. 

Not only has The Chicago Defen- 
der kept abreast of the times, 

‘put it has continued its policy of 
expansion, a tribute to the progres- 
‘siveness and aggressiveness of those 
lmen and women upon whom Mr. 
Abbott relied for promulgation of 

. _ his ideas, ideals and aims. 
Devotion While the Defender was 
To An still owned by one mn, 
Ideal it was no longer a one- 

man institution. Depart- 
ments had come into being which 
required expert handling. There 
‘were constant efforts to supply the 
demands of thousands of critical 
readers, Anything which these 
readers demanded, and. which: was 
found to be consistent with good 
journalism, The Chicago Defender 
attempted to give them. 7 

A glance through any current Is- 

sue of The Chicago Defender will 

illustrate the great distance it has 

traveled from its starting point in 

1905. Its make-up, its editorial 
pages, its Sports and theatricals 

(two pages of each) its news, its 
society pages, and its features are, 
taken singly or collectively, super- 
jor to those of any other newspa- 
per published for Negroes, and the 

EGE Continued ‘on Page 18, Col. 8 

Here are some, comparative fi- 
Eures on The Chicago Defender 
showing concretely how and where 
it started, and how and where it is 
today: 

THEN 

Number of copies, first edi-- 
tion .....-. see ctaeeseeeace 30 

Size of first edition: four 

pages, 16x20 inches. 
Number of paid subscrib- 

ers: 3, Price $1 per year. 
Total cost of first edition 
Staff (editors, reporters, ad- 

vertising men, etc): 1. 
Office and equipment: A 

room in a State strect 
flat: a folding card, table 
and one (borrowed) chair. 

; NOW . 

Number of copies (average 
weekly in excess of .....100,000 

Present size: 24 to 32 pages, 
8 columns, 12% ems wide. 

Present. subscribers: more 

) -. 7°30 tons. 

than 100,0000, Number of 
newsstands and agents ...2,359 

Number of newsboys in 
Chicago ....c.ccsee ee aaes 663 

Number of editions each 
Wek 2. cs ccesecsccceees 2 

' Approximate. cost,of pres- 
ent edfjtion............. $3,500 

Cost of presses (2° Gosses) 
$148,835.. Number of linc- 

3 type machines, six. Num- 
: -ber_ of pounds of metal 
“used ~ : weekly, 3,000. 
_~» Amount of newsprint (pa- . 

- per) used for each edition : 
Amount of ink 

. used' weekly, 850 pounds. 
. .Employees: in home officc...- $5 

‘Office and plant now housed - 
- . in spacious building, val- 

a CL Oe) + $475,000 
.Approximate ~number of . 

_ people whe wholly or in 
part get. their. support 
Yrom the Robert S. Ab- — 
bott Publishing Ca eee ody 450 
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: MGB” Continued from Page 17 
paper compares favorably with the ‘ 
best dally paper in the country, " 
A*? so The Chicago Defender,::'- 

Foung in years but ‘old in ex- ”- 
perience and in work accomplished, ~ - 
faces the future. At its helm ig atilr. 
its founder, Robert S, Abbott, who, *. 
though not an exuberant'as ‘he once. - 

“37 

_.. Was, is’ still’ the dynamte”- Justice force driving his “creation 
Must on and on to-better things. 
Prevailf Still enthusiastic, still - 

hopeful, Mr. Abbott goes": ahead, believing that justice and 
right must. eventually prevall He 
believes, however,. that. the forces! 
which impede these virtues must - constantly be fought, and that ft is.>- 
his paper which has'-eccepted the 
challenge to: fight: them. ‘No issue. 
is too small and no fight ‘too form-- ; idable for the Defender: to ‘enter if -- 
it believes the principles: of Justice: - 
and Fair-play are at stake. 

' Thirty years of- battle. scars and: ” 
of victory wreaths, but The Chica-3‘- 
50 Defender. moves on, never stop-" 
ning, never ceasing’ its’ vigilance.‘ 
Although it now boasts a large _ 
staff, many “experts,” “and some’ ~ 
‘material wealth, it stilt is essential 
‘ly and at heart. the. breathing, liv-- * 
ing soul of tts founder, Robert S. : Abbott. And under the inspiration 
of this individual it holds, out the : 
torch of Ught, and salvation to a. 
Race and a Nation. . - toe 
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