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Legal Profession Followed By 

Nation’s Best Known Socialites 

LA W 

By EDEITH SAMPSON, L. L. B. 
Women have steadily entered the legal profession. 

Their entrance into this conservative profession is a 
part of that larger effort of women to become oriented 
in modern society, a society in which, whether prais- 
ed or condemned, the profession of law plays one of 
the vivid parts. 

The few years since women. first entered ‘into this new 

vocational field constitutes a pioneer period, Courage per- 

sistence and faith have been shown in overcoming prejudice 
and in meeting the yncertainties of the new field. Law 

schools were not open to them in every instance, in fact, 

some of the leading universities of the country still ‘par their 
doors to women seeking the study of the Jaw. 

The educational requirements for 
the study of the Jaw and fer the 
admission io the bar in the various 
states run the gauntiet. In some 
jurisdictions those who have 
studied in law offices under su- 
pervision and for a certain length 
of time, may submit themselves as 
candidates while in other jurisdic- 
tions the requirements are a sound | 
pre-legal education followed by a 
course in an accredited law school. 
The women of color who thts far 
have been admitted in the various 
states are products of these vari- 
ous jurisdictions. 

Too much stress cannot be laid 
on securing the preper preparation 

' gnd education for this important 
field of endeavor. The law needs 
women whe wili bring a trained 
and active inteHigence to bear upon 
the many and difficult problems of 
4fustice in modern human relations. 
Women's present political status 
tends te widen their legal opportu- 
nities and eventually they will be 
able to take a more active part in 
the administration of Justice and in 
the promotion of sound legislation. 
Women as lawyers are needed in 
matters concerning the protection 
and welfare of women, children; as 
public defenders in specialized 
women's courts:- a5 probation offi- 
cers in Juvenile Courts: as arbitra- 
tors on industrial accident boards; 
as judges in the Juvenile and Do- 
mestic Relations courts; as mem- 
bers of the state legislatures, etc... - 

The profession of law is con- 
cerned with the administration of 
justice. There are many branches 
of the law and women lawyers have 
thus far invaded all of them. They 
have not been especially active in 
the field of criminal law, yet prac- 
tice of the criminal branch has 
preat social significance and prob- 
ably offers more opportunities for 
constructive work than any other. 
branch. The profession is as broad 
and as far reaching as human ac- 
tivities. The same exact question 
and set of facts seldom if ever oc- 
curs in toto and human relation- 
ships are always involved. It is a 
profession which provides stendy 
opportunity for growth, It opens 
the best possible method for con- 
structive membership in the com- 
munity, it develops an understand- 
ing of our socfal and civic institu- 
tions and offers a firm leverage for 
real effective citizenship and inte!l- 
ligent public service. 

Professional women have many 
problems of ‘their own to meet 
and to solve such ag the prob- 
Jem of combining a professional 
eareer with marriage and jparent- 

hood. Women as newcomers in the 
professional field are having to make 
adjustments in their personal and 
social hfe. They have found in 
many instances that marriage is not 
incompatible with carrying on their 
professiona] activities. The flexi- 
bility of professional work as com- 
pared with clerical and industrial 
work facilitates such continuance 
4n many fields. The tendency to- 
ward group practice, consulting sor- 
vice tnd part time work suggests 
several types of adaptation. 

There are many successful wom- 
en in independent practice but the 
majority have salarjed positions 
with firms: governmental services 
er with social service agencies. Le- 
gal training for those preparing 
for the social service field is strong- 
ly advised for the law is a key to 
many social problems, 

The States in which women of 
olor have thus far been admitted 
to practice are as follows: 

California, HWlinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Massachusetts. Michigan, Minzneso- 
ta, Missouri, Nebraska, Néw York, 
North Carglina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia and the District of Colum- 
bia and Kansas. - 

There have been more colored 
women admitted to practice law in 
the State of Illinois than in any 

other state in the Union. This is 
significant in as.much as the first 
woman of any race ever admitted 
to the practice of law in any state 
Was one Myra Bradwell, who was 
Ramitted in the state of Iilinois in 

An effort has been made by the | 
writer to secure data on the women | 
of our race who have secured their | 
licenses and the following resume | 
will give vou some idea as to their: 

training, admission and affiliations. | 
MRS. RAYMOND PACE ALEX- 

ANDER—Sadie T. M. Alexander 
appears to be the only colored wo- | 
man admitted to practice in the! 
state of Pennsylvania. She re-/ 
ceived a B. S. degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania in’ 
1918, an ML A.. degree in Econ- 
omies from that same institution - 
in 1939 and a Ph. D. degree was 
awarded Mrs. Alexander from the 
Tiniversity .of Pennsylvania in 
1921, She received her L. L. B. 
degree in 1927 and in 1928 was, 

nee 

EDYTH SAMPSON ATTY. 

admitted 10 practice. From 1921- 

#3 she was the assistant actuary 
for the North Carolina Mutual 
Life Insurance Company. She is 
the author of “Standard of Living 
Among One Hundred Nesro Mi- 
grant Families of Philadelphia.” 
MRS. GERTRUDE RUSH, of 

Des Moines, was admitted to prac- 
tice in Iowa in. 1918 and in that 
state she now engages in the 
general practice of law. She re- 
ceived an A. B. degree from the 

- Des Moines College in 1914. From 
1898 until 1905 she was engaged 
asa school teacher. She is iden- 
tifled with many civic, charitabie 
and educational organizations. 

MISS ZANZYE HILL appears 
‘to be the only colored woman 
ever admitted to practice law in 
the state of Nebraska. She at- 
tended the University of Nebras- 
ka, receiving an A. B. degree in 
1927 and an L. L. B.-degree in 
June of 1929. During the exis- 
-tence of the Woodmen of the 
Union Life Insurance Company of 
Arkansas, she was employed as 
junior counsel. She specializes 
in corporation and rea) estate law. 
MISS LENA O. SMITH is prob- 

ably the only woman of color 
ever admitted to. practice in the 
state of Minnesota. She: is en- 
gaged in the general practice of 
law in Minneapolis where she 
maintains a ningnificent office in 
the Palace building. She erad- 
uated from the Northwestern Col- 
lege of. Law in Minneapolis and ' 
was admitted ‘to practice in the 
state courts:.in June, 1921. She 
is president of the, local branch 
of the’ N. A. A. C. 2., president 
of the Business and Professional 
Wemen's. Club and member of 
the Board of ‘Directors of the Ur- | 
ban FI :agrue, 

MRS.. RUTH WHITEHEAD 
WHALEY was admitted to prac- 
tice in the state of New York in 

Ju..e 1925. She had attended Liv- 
ingstone College ..at Salisbury, 
North Carolina, réceiving an A. 
B. degree in:June 1919. She re! 
celved an LL. L. B. degree from | 
Fordham University School of! 
Lav, New York,-in June 1924.) 
For several years she, engaged in 
the genera] practice:‘of law in 
New York and was one of the 
most outstanding.members of the 
profession. She | “Was an’ ‘active 
and vigorous ‘politician. She 
changed her residence withjn the | 
past few years. and-is now prac: | 
ticing in North - Carolina. 
MRS. ANNA JONES ROBIN- 

SON was also admitted to prac- 
tice in New_York’ state, receiving | 
her license ™ ‘inz April, 1923. Her: 
practite | Fee limited: to. real .cs-) 
tate; “and. ‘suth * other - ‘jatters as 
she: .can handle without’ inter- 

‘ference with her position as 4 
teacher, in the Frederick Douglass 
junior. ‘high: “school af New York. 
MRS; LISLE CARTER, Mrs. 

Eunice. Hunton Carter,was ad-' 
nyitted :-ta’ practice " ‘in. ‘the state: : 

-of New York! in “1934. Mrs. Car-. 
ter “has can’ ‘ exceltent. ‘education, 
having received., her AB. and A. 
M. degrees frorm* :Smith ' college. | 
She studied law at Fordham uni- 
versity and in 1932 received an 

L.L.B. degree. She is-at present 
actively engaged in the general | 
practice of law. in New Yok. 
She is a member of the National | 
Business and Professional Wom- 
en’s -Club, National ‘Association 
of Colleze Women and is affili- 
ated with a number of other or- 
ganizations. She was the candi- 

’ 

date on the Republican’ Fusion 
Ticket for the Assembly in 1934 
and was defeated by a small 
humber of votes, She was re- 
cently appointed by Mayor Lnx- 
Guardia to serve as a: member of 
the Bi-Racia] Commission to study 
conditions in Harlem and she is 
serving as secretary of this body. 

MRS. ROSCOE C. BRUCE, 
Mrs, Clara $B. Bruce, has been 
admitted to practice -in| Massa- 
chusetts. She received’ her li- 
cense in 1926. having prepared 
for the study of law in various 
institutions of learning. She at- 
tended Howard university, Rad- 
cliffe College, Boston University 
Law Scheol and from this last 
named gchool was graduated in 
1926. She was editor-in-chief of 
the Boston University Law Re- 
view in 1925-26. At the present . 
time she is the assistant man-! 
ager of the Dunbar apartment | 
in New York. . 
MISS BERNICE M. GRANDI- ; 

SON, 2 graduate of the Portia ; 
Law School of Boston, was ad-, 
mitted to practice in Massach- | 
setts in 1927. She engages in such: 
practice as Will enable her to con- 
tinue her duties as a teacher in 
the public schools of: Lynn, Mass. 
She is a member-of the Bar As- 
sociation of Boston, . - 

MES. BLANCHE F. BRAX- 

TON, another graduate of ‘the 
Portia Law School of Boston, was 
admitted to the Bar of Mass., in 
1923. 
MRS. CARRIE MASON hag 

been admitted to practice in the 
state of Indiana. She received her 
lezal education at Howard uni- 
versity and is at present a schooi 
teacher in Gary, Indiana. 

MRS. VIRGINIA STEPHENS 
PENDLETON, who was admitted | 
to practice in California in 1929 
attended University of California. 
receiving an LL, B. degree in 
1929, She had previously receiv- 
ed her B. S. degree from that 
same institution in May, 1924. 
MRS. ZEPHYR MOORE RAM- 

SEY, was admitted to the bar 
in California in 1930. 3Irs. Ram- 
sey had been admitted to prac- 
tice in the state of Missouri in 
1925 and was the first colored 

woman ever allowed the privilese 
of practicing in the courts of 
Missouri. She is a graduate of 
Howard University, receiving her 
A, B. and L. L. B. degrees there. 
Although a resident of Pasadena, 
Calif., she is at the present time 
in Washington, D. C., working for 
the Government, She is 7 mem- 
ber of the Biackstone Club of 
Los Angeles and is also affiliated 
with the Women’s Political Study 
Club of Pasadena and the Epsilon 
Sigma Iota Sorority. 
MISS TABYTHA ANDERSON 

has also been admitted to practice 
in the state of California. She 
received her lega] training at the 
Hastings College in Calif., and 
at the Howard University Law 
Schnol. graduating from the lat- 
ter institution in 1931. She is en- 
gaged in the general practice of 
law and has recently heen elected: 
president of the San Francisco 
Branch N, A. A. Cc. P. 
MRS. ISADORA A. LETCHER 

has been admitted to practice in 
the state of Michigan. She is a 
graduate of: Howard University 
Law School. ‘She is, at present, 
living in Washington, D. C. 

MRS. L. MARIAN POE, was 
admitted to practice law in Vir- 
ginia in 1925... She, too, was @ 
graduate of Howard University 
and has the distinction of being 
the first colored to ever be ad- 
mitted to Practice in Virginia. 
Prior to her entrance into the 
active practice of law she had 
been engaged as‘a clerk, a sten- 
ographer and a.bank cashier. She 
is the president of-the Women's 
Community League and is secre- 
tary of the. Citizen’s Voters 
League of Newport News, Virgin- 
fa, in which city she resides. 
MRS. INEZ FIELD SCOTT of 

Hampton, Virginia. has also been 
licensed to practice in Virginia, 
MISS BERTHA DOUGLASS of 

Norfolk, . Virginia, is . another 
woman of color who has heen ad- 
mitted to practice. in the courts 
of Virginia. 
MISS OLLIE. M. COOPER was 

admitted to the Bar -of. the Su- 
preme Court of. the District of Co- 
lumbia, Washington. D....C.- in 
October, 1926. She is a resident 
of Washington and does not en- 
gage in the practice of law. She 

‘is the secretary’ to the Dean of 
the Howard University School of 
Law from which school she-was 
graduated. She has. been the as- 
sistant secretary of the: National 
Bar Association, - 
MRS. THELMA pe: *ACKISS 

was admitted to practice in the 
courts of the District of Colum- 
bia, Washington, D. C. in 1932. 
She received her legal training at 
Howard University. She is a 
member of the N, A. A. C. P. and 
the New Negro Alliance and isa 
resident of Washington. She is 

: continuing her siudies at Howard 
University, working for an M.A. 
degree, 
MRS,.N. IS. CHRISTOPHER, 

Mrs. Clara Christopher was ad- 

mitted to practice in the courts 
of Ohio in 1922, She is a grad- 
uate of Baldwin Wallace Law 

College. For several years Mrs. 
Christopher was engaged in the 

real estate business and later aec- 
cepted the position as Chief of 
the Department of Claims and as- 
sistant in the legal department of 
the National Benefit Tafe In-ur- 
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ance Company at Washington, 
At that time Mrs. Christopher 
was said to have been the highest 
salaried woman of color in the in- 
surance field. At present she 1s 
in business with her husband in 
Cleveland where they conduct 4 
funeral establishment. Yor this 
business she received her train- 
ing at the Cleveland School of 
Embalming where she was grad- 
uated in 1933. 

MRS. HAZEL MOUNTAIN 
WALKER was licensed to prac- 
tice in the courts of Ohio in 1921. 
She received her legai training at 
the Baldwin Wallace Law Col- 
lege. She has been « teacher in 
the public schools in Cleveland 
for many years. She is an active 
and vigorous politiclan and at the 
present time is the president of 
the Colored Women’s Branch of 
the Democratic League of Ohfo. 
She is a member of the Harlem 
Bar Association and of the Gilpin 
Plavers. For many years she took 
an outstanding part in the work 
ef the N. A. GC. P. 
MRS. LOUISE PRIDGEON, 

(deceased) was licensed to prac- 
tice in Ohio after her graduation 
from the Baldwin Wallace Law 
College tn 1922. Airs. Pridgeon 

“until her death engaged in the 
reneral practice of law in Cleve- 
land. She was the founder and 
for several years the president of 
the Harlem Law Club, an organi- 
zation composed of all the color- 
ed lawyers of Cleveland. 

MISS JANE HUNTER was ad- 
mitted to practice in the courts 

of Ohio in 1926. She had received 
her L. I. B. degree from the Bald- 
win Wallace Law College. Miss 
Hunter is the executive secretary 
of the Phrilis Wheatiey Associa- 
tion of Cleveland, and is a na- 
tionally known socin] worker, 

-Colored Women's Clubs, 

MISS ELSIE AUSTIN was ad- 
initted te practice law in the 
courts of Ohio in 1931 and she 
was also admitted to practice in: 
the courts of Indiana in 1932. Miss | 
Austin received her A. B. degree 
from the University of Cincin-- 
nati and her L. L. B. degree from 
thet same institution. She is en-- 
faged in the genera] practice of 
law and is a member of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the N. A. A. 
c.P. of which organization she 

. Serves as chairman of the Legal: 
Redress Committee, She also ts; 
a member of the National Society 
of University Women. 
MRS. ALBERT JOHNSON, 

-Mrs. Violet Anderson Johnson, 
was the first colored woman to 
be admitted to the practice of 

Jaw on examination by the Su- 
preme Court of Illinois. She is 
2a graduate of the Chicago Law 
School. having received her L. L. 
B. degree in 1920. From 1303 to 
1920 Mrs. Anderson conducted a 
Law Reporting Agency and from 
1920 unill the present time hes 
bepn engaged in the genera) prac- 
tie of law. She has 2 large cli- 
eutele and is one of the outstand- 
ing members of the Bar. She is 
the National President of the Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority. She has been 
admitted te-practice in the United 
States District Court, Eastern 
Division and has also been af- 
mitted to practice before the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, 
She Is a member of the Cook 
County Bar Association and of 
the National Bar Association. 
MRS, EDWARD H. MORRIS, 

Mrs, Jessica Morris, (deccased), 
a graduate of Northwestern Uni- 
versity Law School, was admit- 
ted to practice in the State of 
Tllinois, but never was actively 
engaged in the profession, 
HRS. LEROY P. JOHNSON, 

Mrs. Mable Johnson, was admit- 
ted to practice in the State of 
Jijinois in 1926. She had attend- 

ed the State Normal College in 
Alebama, and later enrolled as a 
student at the Kent College of 

Law in Chicago, Where she_re- 
eelved her L. L. B. degree, Mra. 

Johnson is associated with her 
husband in the general practice 

of jaw, but spends considerable 
of her time in the field of re- 
search, She served successfully 

for two years as chairman of the 
committee of management of the 

CLA. 
Ynas ANNA CRISP, was ad- 
mitted to practice in the State of 
Iliinois in 1926. She attended the 
State Normal College at Nash- 
ville as well as Knoxville College. 

olled in the Chicaga 
where she reccived 

At the pres- 
rv. L. B. degree. 

ner time she is en. in the 

reneral pra 

MRS. MACON 
Alice Hugsins, 

practice in the State of Jllinois in 
1929, She was a craduate of the 
Chieagzo Public Schools and the 
Chicago Normal College. She has 
been engaged for many years a8 
a teacher in the public schools, 
In 1926 she received the L.L.B. 
degree from the John Marshall 
Jaw school. At the present she 
is working for the Ph.D. degree in 
English at Loyola Univesity. She | 
engages in the practice of Jaw and ' 
is associated with her hushand in 
business. She is a member of the 
Cook County Bar Association, the 
Professional Women’s Ciub and 
other organizations. 

MRS. GEORGIA JONES-EL- 
LIS was admitted to practice in 
the State of Minois in 3925. Mrs. 
Ellis had attended the public 
schools of St. Louis, Mo. She re- 
ceived an Il. L, B. degree from 
John Marshalk Law €chool of 
Chicago in 1925. She has becn 
employed by the Municipal Court 
of Chicago where she served for 
several years in the Court of Do- 
mestic Relations, She is now en- 
fared in the general practice of 
Jaw. Mrs. Ellis has been a ecan- 
didate on the Republican ticket 
for membership in the State Leg- 
islature. She is the legal advisor 
of the National <Association of 

is a 
member of the Cook Cbunty Bar 
Association: has held office in the 
National Bar Association: is a 
member of the Professional Wom- 
en’s Club and other organizations. 

MRS. EDITH & SAMPSON 
was admitted to practice_in the 
State of Hlinois in 1927, She re- 
ceived her L. L. B. degree from 
the John Marshall Law School of 
Chicago in 1925 and was the first 
woman ever to have an L. L. M. 
degree canferred upon her by I.c- 
vola University. She received her 
L. L. M. in 1927. In 1934 she was 

admitted to practice before the: 
U. S. Supreme Court. Previously 

she had attended the Meadville 
Unitarian School, the New York 

School of Social Work and recent- 
It has been enrolled in the classes 
of the Univesity of Chicago. She 
has been engaged in the ficld of 
Social Work and is at present a 
member of the staff of the Cook 
County Juvenile Court. Her prac- 
tice of Jaw is limited to such mat-~ 
ters as do not interfere wiih her 
duties at the Juvenile Court. She 
is vice-president of the Cook 
County Ear Association: presi- 
dent of the Professional Wom- 
‘en's Club: member of the Amer- 
jean Association af Social Weark~ 

ers: the Democratic Lawyers 
Club and other civic organiza- 
tions. 
MRS. GEORGE W. PITTS, Mrs. 

Sophia Boaz Pitts was in 1923 
admitted to practice law in the 
State of J)Hinois. Mrs. Pitts is a 
giiduate of Fisk University and 
later attended Northwesterh Uni- 
versity and the University of Chi- 
cago. She received her legal 
training at Kent College of Law 
ia Chicago. Mrs. Pitts is a well 
known social worker and af one 
time was a member of the staff 
of the Juvenile Court. She, is. 
at present, engaged in the general 
practice of law and takes an ac-: 
tive part in Democratic politics. 
She is a member of the Cook 
County Bar Association, thé Pro- 
fessional Women's Club, the Fisk 
Club, is secretary of the Tlnois 
Children's Home, an Aid Society 
Committee and is affiliated with 
numerous other orgnnizations. 
MISS BEULAH WHEELER is 

a graduate of Iowa University 
where she received her legal 
training. She has been admitted 
to practice in the courts of Kan- 
sas and Mlinois, For three years 
hefore coming to Chicago she 
practiced law in Leavenworth, 
Kansas. She now conducts ai 
business in Chicago. 

MRS. ULYSSES GOODALL. 
Mrs. Barbara Goodall, was admit- 
ted to practice in the State of H- 
linois in 1990. She had attended 
school in Texas and iater receiv- | 
ed her legal education at the Chi- 
caso Law School where she re- 
ceived her degree. Airs. Goodall 
is at present engaged in the gen- | 
eral practice of Jaw and is afili- 
ated with numerous civic and so- 
cial organizations. 

MRS. RUTH BRIGERMAN, 
was admitted te practice law in 
the State of Wlinois in 1934, She 
received her lecal education at 
The Chieago Law School from 
which institution she received a 

degree. At the present time she 
is engaged in social work. 
The women mentioned in the 

foregoing review constitute the ma- 
jority of those colored women who 
have been licensed to practice law 
ind no dowvbt there are others whose 

names have not heen included. The 
writer has attempted to secure in- 

formation about these others but 
has been unsuccessful. 
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