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“The Bahai Faith—What Is It?

By MONROE I0AS

Since the Bahai Temple in Wilmette, IIl., is open for inspec-
tion, thousands of people stop and inquire as to what the Bahai
faith is and what it stands for. Many are under the impression
that the Bahai movement or religion is an oriental fad or cult.
This misunderstanding perhaps is due to the fact that
Baha’u’llah; the founder of this world-wide faith, proclaimed

his mission in the
1863). . . . - -

The fact is that all religions origi-
nated in the orient. His Ioliness

East (Persiat

sulem; all other religious lights had:

their rise in the East, Therefore, why
be surprised that a new messenger
has come forth from those regions?
Born ‘in Persia in the year 1817,

Baha'u'llah was. baunlshed. from - elty .

to city and country to country in a
vain endeavor to eradicate his cause,
whieh was rapidly spreading. . He

was finally imprisoned in that famous
old biblical city of Accea, and it was:

from this prison that his teachings
were spread throughoutl the world:

The first mention in America of
_this _religion. was made - at the
World’s Columbian Exposition, held
in Chicago in the yecar 1893. Since
that time. it has spread extensively.
Although the temple in Wilmette is
open, there is yet much to do. It
is the hope of the Bahai exccutive -
board to have the exterior decora-
tion of the dome completed by
Nov. 30. o -

The Revelation, of which Bahw'u'l-
lah is the source and center, abro-
gates none of the religions that have
preceded it, nor does it attempt, in
the slightest degree, to distort their
features or-to belittle their value, It
disclaims any intention of dwarfing
any of the prophets of the past, or of
whittling down . the -eternal - verity-of
their teachings. It can. in no wise,
contiict with the spirit that animates
their claims, nor does. it.seck -to un-
dermine the basis of any man's alle-
giance to their cause.

.~ I1s declared and primary purpose 15

to enable cvery adherent of these

faiths to obtain a fuller undersiand- |

Ing of the religion. with. which ‘he

stands identified, and to acquire a
clearer apprehension of its purpose. .

Its teachings  revolve _around . the
fundamental principle that religious
truth is not absoiute, but relative;

that divine revelation is progres-.

sive, not final. Unequivocally and
without the least reservation, it pro-

claims all established religions to be .

divine in origin, identical in their
aims, complimentary in their func-
tions, continuous in their purpose, in-
dispensable In (heir valus to man-
kind.
" “The messengers of God,” ex-
‘plains” Baha’u'ltah, “differ only in
the intensity of their revelation
and the comparative potency of.
their light."  This difference is not
by reason. of any inhercnt incapac-
ity of any one of them to reveal in_

prehend and absorb the full poten--
tialities latent in that faith.

It Is for thils reason that those who

Jesus Christ came. forth from-Jeruw ' DAVE recognized.the light of God in

this age in the appearance of
Baha'w'llah, claim no tinality for the
revelation _with . which -they -stand
identifled, nor arrvogite to the fahh‘
they have embraced powers and at-‘
tributes intrinsically superior. to, -or
essentially different from, those!
which have characterized any of the
rellgious systems that preceded it.
#The revelation of which | am
the bearer,” Baha'u'llah explicitly
declares, “is adapted to humanity’s
gpiritual receptiveness and capac-
ity; otherwise the light that shines
within me can _ neither wax. nor
“wane.  Whatever | manifest is
nothing more or less than the
measure of the divine glory which.
God has biddén me reveal.”
§ The purpose of the Bahai fairth is
the fultillment of the Lord's. Prayes.
tire establishment of God’s Kingdom
on earth, We look to Baha'ullnh as
'the word of God for this day and age.
f{e his venewed the spivitual founda-
tions established by previous reli-
gious founders, and bas brought
material  Lows” according to the ex-
igency or requirement of this age.
What is more, he brought the power
and “potency” sufliciént to  establish
them as law, and to usher in the day
of “Peace on earth, sood will toward
‘meu-" : o T

Among th: laws revealed by uba-
*w’ilah, which are peenliar to this re-
jigion, are-the following: =~ T
| 1. Unfettered search after truth,

and the abandonment of all super-

atition and prejudice. 2. The one-
ness of mankind; all are “leaves
of one tree, flowers in one garden.”
- 3.-Religion must be a cause of love
and harmony, else it is no religion.

4. All religions are one in their

fundamental principles.” 5. Religion

must go hand-in-hand with science.

Faith and reason must be in full

accord. - 6. Universal peace:” The
! establishment of international ar-

bitration and an international
" parliament. - . R -
i 7. The ndoption of an international
| secondary language, which shall be
taught -in -all the- schwols of the
|world, § Compulsory education—
‘especially for girls, who will be the

_ mothers and. the first .educators -of
. the next generation. Y. Equal oppor-

a fuller mecasure the glory of the -

message with which he had been
entrusted, but rather because of
the  immaturity and unprepared-
ness of the age he lived in to ap-

}lunit!es of development and equal
vights and .privileges for both sexes.
10. Work for ail: No idle rich and no
ldie poor; “Work in the spirit of
service is worship.” . 11.. Abolition of
extremes of poverty and wealth:
Care for the needy. 12. Recognition
of the unity of Gad and obedlence to
Tiis revealed commands. as revealed
through 1lis divine manisfestations.
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