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SIGMAS CLOSE 
IGTH CONCLAVE 
INNEW YORK 
Fraternity Now Has 

3,500 Members 

By CLEVELAND G. ALLEN 

New York, Jan. 3.—The 16th 
national conclave of the Phi 
Beta Sigma fraternity, which 

was held here from Dec. 27 ta 

30, was formally welcomed to 

the city at exercises held at the 

Mother Zion A. M. E. church 

est Tho... 7 evening. 
A large gathering, made up of vise 

iting delegates from every section of 

the country, Was present and heard 

what college fraternities can do t0= 

ward keeping alive the Ideals for 

which they should stand. 

“Edlucation ig the power to think, 

analyze and observe,” was the keys 

note sounded in the address of wel« 

come of Hon. M. Strassburger, wha 

represented Mayor Walker in extend-~ 

ing: Welcnme to the delegates to New, 

York. He said that the college fra~ 
ternities should stand for the highest 
idenls in education and should have 
respect for thoucht and idea. Mr. 
Strassburger praised the Phi Beta 
Sigmt fraternity fer what it had are 
complished and for having [n its 
membership some of the prominent 
men of the Face. The speaker ree 
ferred tn the influence of Booker T. 
Washington on his lfe. 

. Cc. P. Johnson Presides 

C. F Inhnson prsided. He said 
that the Phi Beta Siema fraternity 
begin 16 years ago at Howard uni- 
versity. He said that since then 34 
chapters have been established, with 
it membersnaip of 32.500. Other arl- 
dresses of Welcome were made ly 
Jonan T. Doles in benaif of the Ep 
siloy Siema and Attorner Lavelle in 
hehalf of the Kappa Reta Sigma and 
the Alpha Delta chapter. 

The response to the addresses of 
welcome was made hy Attorney Are 
thur W. Mitcheli ef Chicare, national 
president af the fraternity. ; 

The «acting hosts. the Epsilon 
Sizema. Kappa Tem Siema and Alpha 
Delta ehapters, have made fine pro- 
Visions for the entertainment of tha 
Visiting delesates. and the convene 
tion promises to be one of the most 
notahle gatherings of the Sicmas. 
The convention is heing attended hy 
upward of 60 delecates from visitine 
chapters, together with delegates 
from the tocal chanters entertaining 
the convention. 

The business sessions were held in 
the main building of New York City 
enilege. The opening business se+- 
sion had to do With reports of the 
credentials committee, appointmen> 
of committees, reports of chapters 

_and memorial services. 
On Friday erening the formal 

dance Was held in the Alhambra, halle 
room. On Saturday morning reporta 
were nitde by the national presie 
dents, vice presidents, the secretary 
treasurer and edf{tor-in-chier, 

Interfraternal Smoker 

On Saturday evening the feature 
of the convention wus the interfra- 
lernal smoker, which was held at 222 
W. 145th St. The national presi- 
dent, Arthur W. Mitchell. presided. 
Greetings to the visiting delezsares 
on hehalf of other fraternities were 
made br William Kk. Saunders and 
King Fdwards for the Alpha Phi Al- 
tha, Tohn E. Nail and Charles Callier 
for the Kappa Alpha Pei, George FE. 
Halk and Georre W. Reid for the 
Omega Pst Phi. and a special creet- 
ing bv Raymond Pace Alexander of 
the National Par association. Re- 
sponses to the addresses Were made 
for the Siymz fraternity by De. Alain 
Tocke of Howard wniversityr. AL Ta. 
Holseyr of Tuskecee institute and 
Prof, Montcomery Gregory of jAt~ 
lantic City, N. T. 

On Sunday morning the delecatesx 
Were entertained at breakfast at thre 
santtarium of Dr, Wrisht in Newar's. 
Nv. The breakfast was follawed by 
# pilerlmage to pluices of historic in- 
terest, 

In the afternoon the annual public 
tiasaz meeting of the conclave wus 
hebf at the Abyssiuia Baptist church, 

The principal address was deliv~ 

ered by Dr. Carter €. Wondson, ede 
iter and publisher of the Jaurnal of 
Negro History. A larce gathering 
Was present. 

Ato welock the delegates were ene 
tertainedE at tea ar Mme. Walker's 
studiu, The session on Monday 
moerning had to de with the continu- 
mtion of reports and the election of 
officers, the naines af whont will be 
mentioned in the Defender next week. 
In the evening the conchive closed 
with the formal banquet given at 
the Bamboo inn, 

The presidents of the Incal chane 
ters entertaining the convention are: 
Epsilon Sigma, ©. TD. King: Kappa 
Peta Sica, Leonard C. Lashley, and 
Alpha Delta, A. GC. Norton. 
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