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Fleming Found Guilty; Gives 
Up Seat in Cleveland Council 

BRIBERY CHARGE UPHELD 
BY JURORS VERDICT: 
WILL APPEAL GAS 

By ORMOND A. FORTE 

Cleveland. Ohio, Feb. 15.—The conviction of Councilman 
;Thomas W. Fleming by a jury in criminal court last Friday on 
ithe charge of having accepted a $200 bribe from Walter Oehme 
: (white). former city detective, concludes the last chapter of a 
‘maliciously conceived plot to wreck the career of a populai 
| civic Jeader and curb the growing influence of our group in 
local city government. The political maneuvering that set the 
stage for the conviction of Fleming is believed to be the natura) 

result of the chagrin and bewilderment evidenced in certain 
anti-Race quarters after the last municipal election. when Joeal 
menocrs Ol our group, under 
intricate voting plan of propor- 
‘ional represeutation. furnished 
in interesting paradox by elect- 
ing three Race councilmen out 
of a total of 25. 

Meming. vetwrin of the council and 
powerful ember of the most irmport- 
2ut council commillees, was selected 

for slaughter—the consplracy whieh 
resulted in his downfall being made 
possible throuch the dastardly mach- 
inations of a white man whom Flem- 
jug had befriended, 

Ochme Criticised 
Waiter QGehme, crippled and dis- 

eaae ridden, ul wien bis brotier-in- 
juw olestitied “he would net believe 
him under oath.” is the central g- 
Ute areund whem Une charge ugauinst 
gleming Was trunuped up. 
Senne s indietment was rushed 

through overnight ie County Pruse- 
cuter Ray Tl. Miller, Demucrat, after 

Penme had signed an aiidavic pre- 
yktred in the: viflee of ao duc) diay 
paper, caurging the udmitted!y puw- 
ertul Kepublhean ceunciluuin with 
Maving soiicited and accepted a bribe 
fur using his influenve ty puss legis- 
aalied Uenelichal to Gelme. 

This Duper matuedintely Launched a 
cdiipaign oof  villication against 
Fieming and his political allies, uhe 
like of waieh Clevelatid had never 
Wilne: sed—using every subule bit of 
propasinda necessury to mcense Une 
publig mind ugainst whe indicted 
leader. : 

ip was in an atisvsphere charged 
With such pursemed  felsblicity that 
Fleming wun rushed to triad beture 
Judge Craig Melride. assigned here 
fram Hillsberv. 

- Check Exhibited 

of the testimony given ut the five- 
duy trial, it is Alghiy pertinent to 
ote that Oehte’s stury of Fleming's 
zeceplunce uf the exhibited  gzuu 
theck—-eighs months alter the first 
urdanunete Was Jissenf and more than 
uyeur before the introduction of Uhe 
secend ardiiatice ta reunnburse Ochtne 
fur medical bills—was nut substanti- 
ited by any witness, but, on Ute cun- 
trary, Fleming’s claim that le had 
cashed the check for Uehine. retain- 
im $50 an the balance of a tee due 
him for jegal services, Was supported 
bay tWe reputable witthesses, ASSISiant 

Police Proseeutur Lawrence O. Payne 
and Dr bk. A Bailey, 

Ito was further otfered ino evidence 
thas Flenunyg did represent GQehme in 
euch legal uction as would) warrant 
the chaursing of a tee for such 
ueunt, Comimena Pleas Judse Mull 
testitsamce that Mleniing did represent 
Gelune ina centemp. preceedings in 
his esurt sume tine in 1926, 

Miemini’s atturness, Geurge W. 
Speoner and selmoe C. Glenn, battled 
every inch of the way to introduce 
Testiniony tuo saow that Oehme's 
reputation was net ef the kind te 
Warrant the jury’s belief in his testi- 
mony. but the judee blocked every 
atiemptian their part, sustaulhing the 
ubjections of the euunty prosecutor, 

Seat Is Vacant 
Despite the favorable testimony of 

a lung line af character witnesses 1 
hengif ot Fleming. ameng whem were 
ithe mayer, the directeur of public 
Surety, CotN Clerk Thyinas, common 
Meus Judges and the vice president 
el tae Uniun Trust company, the jury 
seeeptied) the version of Ucline as lu 
the uansaetion and feund Fleming 
cuiliy of accepting at bribe, although 
they acquitted hitn of the charge of 
having svlicited the bribe. 

The stery of Fleming's bach-to- 
the-wall tebt for vindication remiins 
tu be written. 
_ And yet. bev seme kind of miracle— 
induced duubtlessiv tiv the hitherto 
Unhlemished recard af the cunvicted 
counciiingy for ulinest twee decades 
of publle service—Thomiasg Walhice 
Menuing, private citizen, retuins ihe 
eonfiddence of an ineredible mumber of 
Cleveland's vitizens? 
Consensus of opinion among in- 
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CONVICTED 

THOMAS ¥!. FLEMING 
For many years an outstanding 

figure in the city council of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, who was found guilty 

last week of accepting graft money. 

He has resigned his council seat, 
but hes not yet been sentenced. 

Fleming Is 

Convicted; 

Quits Post 
_ + 

(Continued from Page 1} 

Nuential citizers of Clevelwnd Uving 

in the P1th ward and the Third dis- 

trict, Ix that Assistauut Police Prese- 

eulor Lawrence O, Mayne is the log- 

jeal guucesser to the seat in the elty 
counefl made vacant by the resigna- 

tien of Thumas W, Fleminsz. folluw- 

Ing his couvietion here Friday upen 

the charge of acevpilng ai bribe, 

Fleming's resignativn was presented 

Saturday morning, the Sth, in a let- 

ter addressed iv the city cvuncil, in 

whieh be dechirdd himself to be the 
Victlu of a cunspraey and an unholy, 
eampalgn of prejudice, We stuted 
that his secure of Ue ditness of things 
caused bunoto tee] that be sheukd nu 

longer sit as a member o¢ the council 
antl be had completeiy established 
iis Inaucence, 

rior te Fleming's resigmatien, lit- 
eer ne theugiat bud been given te 

Liudag a eceessor te liis seat da Uae 
eaiy ovouncil, aluheugh tke jeualiy 
waich the Liaw tines lor the offense of 
Wihiedp bee diag been Pound guilty care 

View With it remeval rota Gaice, Prac. 
Healy every ene had been willing to 
stind bey Fleming until legal steps to 
declare him innucent hid been com- 
pletely exhausted, 

Wife Mentioned 

Uuly a few persons had undertaken 
te express anv views as tu what 
would Ie: done ju the event Conrneil- 
aa Fleming rhuull cheese a ree 
sign. Those whe dif express them- 
selves nerely Gndiciuted that Mrs, 
Lethia C. Fleming, his wile” should 
he ashed to luke lus seat da the coun 
ei. of hawever, Ales. Mieming should 
Net care te accept, their next thought 
was of Luwrefite O. Payne, die bril- 
lant’ Suunmer prosecuter connected 
with the city Jaw depariunent. 

New what Fleming jhus_ resigned 
and Mrs. Fleming secms relucuent ta 
lake his phiee in the chy council, 
“ayne'’s mime is being pushed tor- 

ward freely by  intluenuial groups, 
throughout Ube With ward, in which 
he resides, and over the entire Third, 
district, tran Whiel) Fleming wos 
elects}, Varne has for tire past live 
vesurs served us oan assisuunt chy 

presecuter, During that titie be has 
net only received igh cunimendation 
upon his werk Ino that efice «frum! 
judges and ethers under whem atd: 
with whem he has worked, but he 
hans steadily sained in popniarity 
throughout the chy. Tayne is head 
of the Doughiss Nepublican club and 
the Lemuel T. Boydston Lerion post, 
us Well as a member af various other 
trpeumzalongs and clubs about the 
cite. 
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