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Modern Press Promoter of | 

Racial Strife, Says Locke 

More than 300 persons, representa~ 

tive of the most influential elements 

of both races in Chicago, crowded 

into the dining room of the City club, 

215 Piymouth Ce, Tuesday night ta 

hear Prof. Alain Locke of Howard 

university discourse on “Same le- 

cent Gains in Race Relations." It 

was the ocension of the 1]th annual 
banquet rnd report of the Chicaso 
Urban leaxue. 

Prof. Locks, whose houk, “The New 
Negro,” published two vears ayo, is 
stfli one of the most widely dis- 
cussed works of literature, stressed 
in his talk the apathy of the modern 
Press toward the better contributions 
of the Race as compared with its 
eagerness to breadcas, the mast un- 
complimentary and unpleasant side. 
“Or newspapers.” he sald, “are 

Jarcely responsible for the low est!- 
mate With which the Negro Js greeted 
wherever he turns. It ix our duty ta 
bring about a change of attitude ort 
the part of the press, It is not the 
progress of the Nesro that {s crent- 
ing a problem: the Necro is pro- 
cressing In spite of all efforts to stap 
him, notwithstanding all reports to 
the contrary. It ig recognition of 
Negro progress that js immediately 
at stake." . ; 

Some Recent Gains 

Speaking directly of some recent 
tains, Prof. Lovke cited four notable 
incidents [n the health programs that 
have been Instituted throughout the 
fountry to lower the high death rate: 
the Industrial survey as conducted by 
the Urban leasue throughout the 
country; the attempt to meet the 
housing problem in urban conimmuni- 
ties through the co-operative apart- 
ment system, os is being tnaucurated 
hy Rockefeller in New York, anid 2 
$174,000 community house recently 
erected In Canton, Ohio, and which 
he pointed out as a step in the right 
direction for all Urban leagues. 
Speaking of the industrial survey 

tnade by the Urban lIensue in Chi- 
cargo, Dr. Locke criticized {ft as heing 
“umateurish,” but excused this con- 
dition on the basis of the nurrew 
budget with whieh this hody has to 
operate. He puked a Httle fun at 
some of Chicaxe’s whites, wha are 
directiv responsitie for the hectic 
real estate problem in this city. 

“Nogroes of Chicasn have been 
eriticized for living in) sume fine 
homes which they are unable to keep 
up ta thelr original standard. This 
condition, if it exists, was made pos- 
sible through the socisd Insanity of 
some of the property owners, wh 

hastened to take fllght at the ap- 

proach of a dark brother.” 

In his quiet. scholarly manner Dr. 

Locke also chided white friends of 

the Rave about their indifference in 
the fave of su much adverse critielsm 

or the Race, “If we can get so-called 
friends of the Negro to propagate 
thelr opinions with as much enthusi- | 
asin as our enemies spread theirs | 
against us, we will be contributing 2 

wrent force toWard Lliacinl better- 
ment.” 

Business Session 

Elbridge Haneroft Pierce, president 
of the Urban league, acted as chatr- | 
man of the meeting and introduced | 
Tr, Loeke. In the business session | 
nnimnediutely preceding the speukins 

Tr, AI. G. Boustlell, chairman of the | 
nominating committee, presented a! 
report nskins Tor the re-ctection ‘of | 
the fullowing members of the board 
of trustees: Editor Robert S. Abe 
bott, Attorney Earl B. Dickerson. | 
Miss Mary Pomeroy Green, Miss 
Mary Rozet Smith. Hoernace J... 
Bridges, Mrs. Belfe Fountain, Harry 
Fugene Kelly, Dr. Bouefleld, Judse 
Albert B. George and Mrs. James F. | 
Lawson. Ife also reported that Mrs. 
Georre Meacte was elected to fill the 
unexpired term of Levi Southe, and ' 
Alfred K. Stern to fiil the term of 
W. C. Graves, and recommendet the! 
eletian of Dr, Charles M. Themypson | 
to fill the term of Walter J. Greene- 
baum, <All reonwmendationgs were 
adopted by the body. 

Judge Albert KR. Cenrge made the 
report of the finance cormmittte in 
Place of Attorney Earl GB. Dickerson, 
Who was out of the city. Fhe assem- 
Niy was enthusiastic over the repart 
of A. T. Foster, executive seeretary 
of the Chicaro branch, who told of 
some nf the work of his orsanfzation., 
The TF. Theodore Yaylor qutrtet ren- 

dered three mausienl selections, 
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