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.El; F‘inley Wilson Wins
Re-election -

By LOUIS R. LAUTIER
(Staff Correspondent)

New York, Sept. 2.—Like
congress in the old days of .
#pork barrel” legislation when,

every meni-
ber in the
closing hours
of each
mession

sought to put
through a bill
providing for
theexpen-
diture of
money in his
district, the
Elks on the
final day of
fheir 28th an- 4, paimus Steele
nual conven-

tion were reckless In vcing

funds out of their treasury.

AWhen 1he zrand lodge convened
Satuyrduy nworning there was  stiff
oppositlen o every motion to make
& contribution to anyvthing Atlanta
univeraity was refused. Later theve
was 2 pation to reconsider. A heated
arrument f{ollowed, As 2 compro-
tmise the matter was referred to the
education commission.

Make Donations .

Other resolutions to make dona-
tions were then reconsidered. The:
convention voted to give Frank
Hunter of £t. Louis, Mo.. $100 for
his services as chairman of the
committee on committees. It also;
decided to puy a stenozrapher s100 |
for his work in agaisting M. Hun-
ter. Botit of these iiems had beer
refused enriier in the dax.

TWith the convention In a giving
mood - authority was asked for the
grand scecretary, George E. Butes, of
Newark, N, J.. and the grand treas-
wrer, James T. Carter of Riclunond,
Va., 10 pay members of committers
for their services, This is the pay
roll of the convention.

Without knowing or asking the
mmount necessary to pay off the
grond lodge gave {ts autharity, The
grand secretary and the grand
treasurer., with- their. staff. went to
an adjoining room. They were fol-
lowed by a large majority of the
delegates, Igaving less than 160 to
transact the husiness remaining be-
fore the conventlon.

An amount exceeding ¥$15.000 was
paid out for committee services and
as milenge and per diem to grand
lodge officers,

While the grand lodge was in ses-
plon Saturndy morning a telegram
advising of the death of Dr. Wil-
tiam E. Atkins, second grand ex-
alted ruler, at his home in New-
port News, Va, was read to the
delegates.  3emorial services were
Itmmediazely held, R

At the session Friday a proposl-
¢on was approved authorizini the
grand exalted ruler to appoinrt %a
commitiec to study plans  and
means for Lhe erectinn of n «hrine.
The grand lodzme also adopted a
proposition provhling that the grand
exalted - ruler, the grand leza) aul-
siser, the grand treasurer snd the
grand sceretary shall draft  plans
for the making of first mortzuge
Toans on EIk homes.

Salaries Increased

Salarier of grand jodge officers
were increased. The salury of the
grand exalted ruler was increared
from $4,020 to $5.000 a year with
an allownnce of $£1,200 a year for
clerk hire. A rimilar.increase and
allowange”were made for the grand
secreiary. The salarv of the grand
Jegal aiiviser was increased from
3600 to $1.200 a year. The =alary
of the grand treasurer was in-
creased fron £1,700 to $2.000 2 year.
The salary of the commissioner of
education was increased from 22,000
to $3.000 a year with zn allewance
of 21.200 u vear for clerk hire.

City Magistrate Maurice H. Got-

Heh, a member of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks, ox-
tended rgreetings to the convention.
Grand Exalted Ruler J. Finley Wil
son designated Judge William H.
Harrison of Chicagn to respond,
_ Fridav evening a dramatic incl-
@ent occurred. Miss Ruth Mathews,
a student of the NDunbar high school,
Washington. D, C.. was to deliver
her prize winning oratinn before the
gonvention. " &he was the winner of
the EIXs' national oratorical contest,
Jugt as she concluded her introdune-
tinn expressing her zratitwde to the
Elkn and stuted that what was tod
foliow was the winnlnz oratlon she
swirled and fell to the fluor in a
faint. She waa carried out and re-
vived, She, wanted to return and
complete her oration., Dr, Wililam
J. Thompking of Kansax City, Moe..
and Dr. L, M, Hill of Atlanta, Ga.,
advised agalnst it,

In a sipirited contest Chicago was
&hoaen as the next meeting place.
Detroft. Indianapolis and Baltimore
svanted the next convention. Indian-

. . 4Gentinusd on Pape §)
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apolis was withdrawn before the
voting was begun. Chicago Wwas
nominated by W. A, Davis. The
nomination was seconded by Grand
Legsl Adviser Perry W. Howard of
Washington, D, €., and Judge Har-
rison. Invitations to the grand
lodge to hold Its next session {n
Chicago were extended LY Governor
Len Small, Senator Charles S. De-
neen, Mayor Willlam Hale Thomp.
son, the city council. the Chamber
ot Commerce and Great Lakes and
Fort Dearborn lodges.

The election of officers was held
Thursday. Grand Exalted Ruler
Wilgon, ©Grand Secretary  Bates,
Grapd ‘Treasurer Carter. Commia-
gioner of Edueation William C.
Hueston, Grand Esteemed Leading
Knight Dr. S. H. George, Grand
Esteemed Lecturing Knight Dr. Ro-
Jand Johnson and Grand Inner
Guard Charles E. A. Starr were re-
elected. Other officers elected were
Joseph James, Jacksonville, Fln.,
rrand esteemed loyal kr)lght: \\_Il-
llam H. Emmerson, Lexington, Ky,
grand tyler; “Honest” John Duncan.
New York city, gmrand trustee to
gucceed Edward W, Derry of Chi-
cago, Nl.: . M., Hanson, New York
city; Floyd C. Payne, Washington,
{D. C., and Dr. Thomas L. Love, Ral-

eigh, N. C., grand auditors, and Wil-
iam L. Jackson, Philadelphia, grand
eaquire,

Y, Dalmus Steele of New York
city opposed Grand Exnited Ruler
Wilgon for re-election, The Wilson
machine was working smoothly,
James Martin of Fort Dearborn
lodge, Chicago, moved a suspension
of the.rules and election by roil eall
 {nstead of LY .secret ballot. This
motion was seconded hyv John H.
\Wiison of Columbia lodge, Washing-
ton, . C. It was adopted.

Judge Harrison nominated Grand
Exalted Ruler Wilson for a sixth
Yerm. A Finley Wilson demionstra-
tion followed. John H. Wiison an-
nounced that for the 1rst time since
the election of Grand Exalted Ruler
Wilson, Columbia lodge, of which he
{s 2 member, unanimously vote for
his re-election.

Making a plea for freedom of
apeech and action in the grand
lodge Past Exalted Ruler Armond
W. Scott of Morning Star lodge,
Washington, D, C., nominated Past
Grand Exalted Ruler Gearge W. I
MeMechen of Balltmore, Md, Dennls
Edvards of Manhattan lodge, New
York city, neminated Mr, Steele,

Stesle Nominated
At the close of the speech nomt-
nating Mr, Steele Dr. Hudson I
Oliver of Monarch lodge, New York
city, seconded the nomination of
' Grand Exal? Ruler Wilson. The

convention me to Its feet and
' cheered wildly. When order was
 restored C. M. Hanson of Imperial
Jodge, New York city, also seconded
| the nomination of Grand FExalted
Ruler Wilson. Charles H, Calloway
of Kansas City, Mo, and Thomas L,
Higgins of Brooklyn nlso made short
speeches seconding the mnomination
of Mr. Wilson,

Past Grand Exalted Ruler George’
E. Wibecarr of Brooklyn was placed
in nomination by the Rev, F. M.!
Jacobx, Suggesting that now was
a good time to clean house Samuel
J. Battles of New York city sec-
onded the nomination of Mr. Steele.
J. W. Dobhs of Atlanta, Ga.. and M.
A. Norrell of Richmond, Va. =sec-
onded the nomination of Mr. Mec-
Mechen.

Past Grand Exalted TRuler Scott
withdrew the nomination of Mr. Me-
Mechen fn favor of Grand Exalted
Ruler Wilson “in the interest of
progress and harmony and by di-
rection of Past Grand Exalted Ruler
McMechen,” The convention =xang
“Halil, Hail, the Gang's All Here”
Past Grand Exalted Ruler Wibecan
declined the nomination and released
the delegutrs from Brooklyn lodge
tn vote as they choose, Past Grand
Exuatted Ruler McMechen himselfl
seconded the nomination  of Grand
Exulted Ruler Wilson,

Grand Lepal Adviser Perry W,
Howard sought to have Steela with-
draw his candidacy and let Mr. Wil-
son he re-elected by acclamation.
While they staod and talked a crowd
gatherad around thiem and the dele-
gates aguain broke into song.  Mr.
Steele refused and Grand Secretary
Bates began the roll call. Lodges
after ladge responded, casting  its
votez for Wilson, Lighthouse lodge,
No. 9, Atlanti¢ City. gave Steele nine
votes,  Willlams lodge, Richmeond,
Vi, gave Steele nne vate and,-Wil-
son 18 votes, Capital Cilty Jpdse,
Richmond, Va., vast one vote for
Steele and elght for Witson. 0. V.
Catto, Philadelphia, gave Wilsén Its
27 votes. Morning  Star  lodge,
Washington, D. C.. cast two votes
for Steele and 25 for Wilson. Fort
Dearborn lodge, Chicago, gave Wil-
son 24 votes and Monarch gave him
30, and there was another demon-

stration.
Wilson Elected

Manhattan lodge cast its 20 votes
for Steele. Having received only 36
votes ta Mr. Wilson’s 269 Mr, Steele
mounted the rostrum and conceded
the remaining votes to Mr. Wilson,

Rohert J. Nelgon opposed Grand
Secretaty George E. Bates, but he
withdrew before the voting had gone
very far. He had not received a
singzle vote, Thomas W, Fleming of
Cleveland, Ohio, was n cindidate
for grand treasurer, but he déclined |
the nomination, ot

The reports of the grand secretary
and the grand treasurer showed that
the grand ledre has $100,176 cash in
bankg and $10,000 in Liberty bonds.
This represents an [ncrease of
$12407 over the amount reported at
Cleveland last year. The receipts of
the yvear amounted to $57,049. The
disbursements amounted to $40,197,
The grand lodge coniributed $4,600
to charity.,

The grand lodge convened Tues-
day but adjourned on account of the
parade, It reallv began dts work
Wednesday morning when the re-
ports of officers were heard.

Prominent among the persons at-
tending the convention swere Robert
R. Church, Memphis, Tenn.: Judge
Edward W, Henry, Philadelphia:
John R. Marshall. Chicago: William
C. DMatthews, Boston: Sclpio A.
Jones, Little Rock. Ark.. John IL.
Webb, Hot Springs, Ark.: Dr. J. E.
Mills, Norfolk, Va.; Joseph H, Wat-
son, Albuny, Ga.. Arthur G. Froe,
Washington, D. C.; Dr, Jochn Hall,
Beston: Dr. Charies B. Fisher and
Dr, Algernon B, Jackson, Washing-
ton, D. C.; Albert J. Mitchell, Bal-
timore. Md., and Walter Land, Nor-
folk, Va.
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