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“WHAT IS A BAHAI?” 
Through the courtesy of Messra. 
TeNEne, Ameriwean pullishara at 

“Hala'u'tah and the New Eira,” the 
famous work of Dr J. EL bssiemont 
of London, Eneland. the Defender las 
lewen granted pernilsstin to publish the 
chapter entiiled ‘What Is a Bahai?’ 
The book was revised and authenti- 
erated by Abdul-Batha and Shoght Et- 
fendi, the guardian of the cause, who 
Pronounced jit the finest presentation 
of the Hahafl tinovement so far given. 
Rrentanos are also puliishers of other 
standard Bahal works. hetr Chicaso 
branch is located ac 218-22 Wa- 
bash Ave. 

PART GNE 
“Man must show torth frulte. <A 

fruitlesa man, in the worde of His 
Holiness the Spirit (i. e. Chrint) is like 
a fruitiess tree, and a fruitiess tree is 
fit for fire.’"—Gaha'u'llah, in “Words 
of Paracise.”" 

Herbert Spencer ones remarked that 
by no politueal alehemw is it possibie 
te wet pollen conduct out of lenden 
instinets, amd it is equally true that 
he one politheal alehemy [s(t possitle 
to muke a pollen society vut of leaden 
individuals. Baha llah, Whe all pre- 
vinus prophet=, provlaimed this truth 
and tanght that in order tao estublish 
the Winaceny of Gaal in the world, it 
must tirst be established in the hearts 
of men. tm examining the Bahat teach- 
ings, therefore, wei oo shall commence 
with the instritetions of Baha'u'lah tor 
individual conluct, and try to form a 
clear pleture of what it means to be 
a Bahal, 

Living the Life 
When atked on one ovcasion, “What 

ig a Rahal’ Abdul-Waha replied; “To 
le oa Buhai simply means to ive all 
the world; to love bumanity and try 
1o Kerve Jt; to work for universal peace 
and ountversal brotherheed.” Un an- 
ether evcasion he delined a Bahat as 
ome endowed with all the perrections 
of man-in uctivity.” In ome of his 
Lunwen wks he sald that a man may 
be a boulud even if he has never heard 
the name of Baha'u'llah, He added. 
“The man who lives the life tecordt- 
ing to the teachings of Baha‘tu'Hah is 
ulrendy a Tahal. On the other land. 
“ao oman may entl timself a Rahal tor 
a0 yeurs, and if he dues not Hve the 
life he is not a Bahal An ugly man 
may call himself handsome, but he de- 
ceives no one, and & black man may 
call hhuselé white, vet he decelveg no 
one, nop even himself." 

One who dves not know Gols mea- 
sungers, however, is Ike a plant grow- 
ing In the shine. Although it knows 
net the sun, it is, nevertheless, abso- 
lutely dependent upon it. The great 
prophets aro spiritual suns, and Baha‘- 
Witaly is the sun of thin “day’’ in 
which we live. The suns of former 
days have warmed and vivified the 
work], and had those net shone, the 
earth would new te cold and dvad, tut 
it iy the sunshine of today that alone 
ean tipen the fruits whieh the suns of 
former days have kisned into Hfe. 

¢ Devotion to God 
In order to attain to ce Bahal life 

tn all its fullness, consclous and direst 
relationn with Baha’u'lah are as nec- 
eRKsaty as iS sunshine for the unfold- 
ine of the lily ar the rose, The tahal 
worships not the human personality of 
Rahatiiiah, hut othe  glary of God 
manifest through that personality. He 
reverenens Christ and Mohammed and 
ell of God’s former messengers ty Man- 
kind: but he recognizes Hah:u'Hah as 
the benrer of Gudl's message for the 
new age in which we live, ag the great 
world teacher who has te carry on 
and consummate the work of his 
pred&cessara, 

Intellectual assent to a creed 
not muke a man a Bahal. nor dee> 
outward rectitudy of conduct. Baha’- 
wHah requirea of his foNowers who)e:: 
hearted And complete devotion. God 
alone has the right to make such it 
demand, but Gaha‘u'iiah speaks ag the 
mantfestation of God and the revealer 
eof is wh Previnus munifestations 
have been equally ciear on this potnt. 
Christ sald: “lf any man will come 
after me, fet him deny himself, anil 
take up his cross and follow me. For 
Whostever will sive hia fife shall Jose 
it. and whosoever will lose hig life for 
my snke shall Nad ft." In different 
words, all the divine manifestations 
have made this same demand = from 
their followers, and the history of re- 
ligien shows clearly that as jong as the 
demand as been frankly recognized 
and accefted, religion has flourished, 
despite al earthly opposition, despite 
wttiction, persecution and martrydam 
of the believers, On the other hand. 
Whenever compromise has crept in and 
“respectability” bas taken the place 
of complete consevration, then re- 
liclan has decayed. It has become 
fashionable, but it has lest its power 
ta Work miracles. True relleinn has 
never yet heen fashionable, Gor grant 
that one day ft may become so. but 
ir fis sti true, as jim the days of 
Christ, that “Strateht in the cate and 
narrow Is the way that lenderh 
life, and few there he who tnd it.” 
The cateway of spiritual birth, 
the gateway of natural hirth. admite« 
men only one by one, and without en-~ 
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cumbrances, If, in the future. more 
Deaf steered in entering that wey 
than im the past, dt with not be be- 
Valse of any widening of the gate, bat 
because of a preater dispusititn on the 
bart of men tOgmake the “great sur- 
render’ whieh Gol demands: because 
Jong and bitter experlence has at last 
brought them to see the folly of 
choosing their own way instead of 
God's way. 

_ Search After Truth 

Haha’u'tah enjoins justice on all 
his followers and defines it as “The 
freedom of man trom superstition and 
{mttation, so that he may discern the 
nainestations of God with the exe on 
(meness, and consider all affairs with 
keen sight.“—"Words of Wisdom." 

ft ix necessary that each didtvidual 
should see and rentize for himself the 
Bory of God manifest im the human 
temple of Baha'wllah, otherwise tne 
Bahal falth would he for him tut a 
nate without ua meaning. ‘Che call of 
the prophets to mankind has always 
been that men shoul open their eves. 
net oshuc then, use their reason, not 
Suppress it. It Is clear seeing and 
free thinking, not nersvile  eredulire, 
that wlll enable them ta penetrate the 
clouds of prejudice, to shake off ue, 
fetters af bling imitation. and attain te é 
the realization of the truth of iw oie 
revelation, 

He whe would he a Rahal needs to 
be a fearless sewker after truth, but 
he should not confine his gearch te the? 
materfal plane. ts spiritual perrep- 
tive powers should he awake as well 
as Nis physical. He should use all the 
faculties God) has ‘given him fer the 
acquisition of truth, believins nothing 
without vulid and suftictent renson. If 
his heart is pure and his mind ree 
from prejudice, the earnest seeker will 
not fall to recognize che Qlvine glory 
in whatsuever temple ft may becume 
ninniftest. Baha’wilah further de- 
clares: 
“Man should know his own self. and 

know these thines that lead to lofti- 
ness of baseness, to shame or to honur, 
to wealth or to puverty."—"Tablet of 
Tarazat.”’. 

“The root of all knowledce ta the 
knowledge of Gud: (Glory be to Him’) 
and this knowledge fs impossible save 
through His manifestation.”*.-"' Words 
of Wisdom,” ° 

The manifestation is the perfect 
man, the great exemplar for mankind. 
the frst frutt of the tree of humanity. 
Until we know him we do not know 
the latent possibilities within  our- 
selves, Christ tell« us to consider the 
lilies haw they grow, and deglhires that 
Solomon in all his glory was not ar- 
rayed Wke ene of these. The lily 
Brews from a very unatiractive lonking 
Dulb. [If we had never zeenoina ily in 
Vleom. never gazed oon its niatehless 
Rrace of follage and flawer, how ecoukl 
we know the reality contalned in that 
bulh? We might dissect it most care- 
fully and examine Jr most minutely. 
but we should never distover the dor- 

Keauty whieh the  xvardener 
knows haw ta awaken, So until wa 
have seen the elery of Gry revealed 
in the manifestation, we can have no 
idéeq of the spiritual heauty latent in 
wr Awn nature and in that of our 
fellows, Rr knowing and loving the 
manifestation of Gad and following His 
teachings we are enabled, little by ltt- 
tle, ta realize the potential nerfectlons 
withfn ourselves: then, and not tll 
then, does the meaning and purpose of 
Nfe of the universe become apparent 
tO us. 

(To Be Continued) 
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