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T“WHAT IS A BAHAI?”

Through the courtesy of  Messra,
rentane.  Amencan  pulilishara 0l
“Hala'u'llah and the New Erm,” the
famous work of Do Jo i kasslemont
of london, Enusiand, the Defender hing
Leen granted perndssion 1o publish the
chapter entiiled **Whaz Is u Bahai?”
The book was revised and authenti-
rated by Abdul-Baha and Shoght Ef-
tendi, the guardian of the cause, who
pronounced it the finest presentation
of the Bahaf movemeut so far given.
Rrentanos are also pubilshers of other
stundard Bahal works, hetr Chicaxo
branch is located ag 218-22 Wa-

bash Ave.
PART ONE

“Man must show forth frults. A
fruitless man, in the worde of His
Holiness the Spirit (1. e. Christ) is like
a fruitiess tree, and a fruitiess tree is
fit for ftire.—@Baha'u‘llah, In ‘*Words
of Paraais

Herbert Spencer once remarked that
by ne politieal aleliemy s it possibie

ter pet gollen consluct ot of  leaden
instinets, ami it is equally true that
hy [t poasihle

no  politheal alehemy (s
10 muke a golden i vut of leaden

tkividuals. Bah . liue all pre-
viems  prophets, imad this truth
and teught that in order to sstublish
the Kingdom of Gl in the worlil, it

mugt tirst he estullished Iy the hearts
of men.  n esamining the Bahn! teach-
fngs, therefire, we  shall commenes
with the inrtrictions of Baha'u'llah for
individuaal comluct, and try 1o form a
clear pleture of what jt means to be

a Bahal,
Living the Life

When acked on one vecasion, “What
iz a Mabhal Atdul-Baha replied: *To
lae b Al simply meuns 1o 10ve &l
the worl); e luve bumanity and try
1o werve Jt; w wourk for untversal peace
anit unbversisi brotherhood.” Qo an-
othey cecasion he delined & Bahat as
“omee endoweld with all the periections
of man- in wetivity®  In one of his
Lutuon tiKs he sadd that o man may
be a Bubal cven if he has never heard
the nwme of RBaha'u'llah.  He added.
“The man who lives the IHfe nccond-
ing to the teachings of Baha'u'llah is
already &0 Buhal. On the other hand,
aoman may entl himsel! & Bahad tor
30 yeurs, and If he dues not llve the
Hfe he is not a Bahal. An ugly man
may call himself handsome, but he de-
¢etves no one, and A black man may
citll hlmself white, yet he decelves no
one, 3ot even nimsalr

une who does not know God's mes-
sungers, however, isx llke a plant grow-
ing in the shatde,  Although il knows
not the sun, it is, nevertheless, abwo-
lutely wemilent upon jt. The great
proplivts are spirttual suns, and Raha'-
wltah is the sun of  thisn  “day’ in
which we lve. The suns of former
days have warmed and  vivified the
worhl, and bad those net shone, the
earth would now te cold and dead, but
it iy the sunshine of 1oday that alone
ean ripen the fruits which the suna of
former days have kinsed into life.

t Devotion to God

In ordar to attain to the» Bahal Nfe
in all its fullness, consclous and direst
relations ‘with Haha'u'liah are as nec-
rRsATY as i8 sunshine for the unfold-
ing of the iily or the rose, The HBahai
warghips not the human personality of

Caha'uilah, hut  the glory  of  God
manifest through that personaliry, He
reverences Christ and Mohammed and

#®ll of Gianl's former messengers Lo Man-
kind,; but he recognizes Hahw u'llah us
the bearer of God's message for the
new age in which we live, ag the great
world teacher who has o carry on
amd  consummate the work of his
1 redecessara,
Intellectunal assent to a creed 4o

not miake A man a Bahal. nor do
outward rectitudy nf conduct. Bana'-

uw'lah requires ol his followers whole: !

hearted and complete devotfon.  God
alone has the right to nmuke such o
demand, bhut faha‘u'llah speaks as the
manifestation of od and the revealsr
of e will.  Previcus manifestatlony
bave been equally ciear on this paint.
Christ sald; I anv man w!l come
afier me, et him deny himself, and
take up his cross and follow me.  For
whaspever will save i lifee shall Jose
it, and whosvever will lose hiyg life for

ny sake shall tind it In Qifferent
waords, all the divine manifestations
have mude thiz same  demand from

their followers, and the history of re-
Jielon shows clearly that as ong as the
demand has been frankly recognizerl
and accepted, religion has flourished,
despite all earthly opposition, despite
afMiction. persecutinn and martrydom
of the bellevera, On the other hand,
whenever compromise has crept in and
“respectabllity”™ has taken the place
of complete  consceration,  then  pe-
liglon has decayved. It has  hecome
fashionable, bhut It has lest its power
ta work miracles.  True rellginn has
naver yet heen fashionable. God grant

that one day ft may hecome 80; but
ft is s=tin trmne. ax in the days of
Christ, that “Straight ie the zute and

fs the way that leaderh
there he who tnd
The gateway of spirftual birth, ik~
the mateway of natural hirth. admits
men only one by one, and without en-

‘ .,

narrow
lite, and (ew

tnt
i

, mant

cumbrances. I, in the future, more
spveee] in o entering  that  way
in the past, ft will not be be-
use of any widenlng of the gate, bhat
dispusition on the

vf men 1o Ke the “great sur-
render™ which Q'rnll demands; because
longz and bltter experlenve has at las
brought  them to  see the folly  of
chnosing  their own way instead of
Jod's way.
- Search After Truth
Haha'u'llan  enjoins  justice on _all

his rolluwers and Jdeflnes it as “The
freedom of man trom superstltion and
{mitation, ao that he may discern the
manifestationg of God with thy eye on
Lieness, and consider all affairs with
keen sight."—"Words of Wisdom.™

[t Is necessary that each individual
should see_and renlize for himself the
glory of God manifest In the human
temple of  Baha'wilah, otherwise T
Bahat falth would he for him but a
tantle without . mweaningk.  ‘Che call of
the prophets to mankind has  alway
Lern that nien should open their eves

not shut them, use their reason, not
suppress 1t. It s clear seeing and
free  thinking, not  servile eredulity,

that will enable them to penetrate the
clonds of prajurdice. to shake off 1he
f-tters of blind imitatfon, and attain to!
the realization of the truth of & jwew
revelation,

He wha would he a Rahal necds to
be a fearless secker after truth, but
he should not confne his Fearch to the®
materinal plane.  Iiix spirltual perve
tive powers should be pwake as well
#s his physicil. He should use all the
Garulties God has ‘glven him for the
acquiritlon of truth, helievinz nothine
without valid and sufiiclent reason, If
hix heart 1= .pure aml his minid JSree
from prejudice, the earnest Seeker will
not fall to recognize the divine glory

fn whatsvever temple it may becume
mnanifest. Baha'u’llah  turiher de-
clares:

“Man should know his own self. and
know these thines that lead to lofti-
ness or huSeneas, to shame or to honur,
to wealth or to poverty."—"Tablet of
Tarazat.”".

“The root of all knowledge Ia the
knowledge of God: (Llory be tn Him?)
and this knowlulge is impossible save
through His  manitestation.” —"Wonis
of Wlsdom,” -

The manifestation s the perfect
mAan, the gxreat exewmplar for mankind,
the first frult of the tree of humanity,
Until we know him we dn nnt know
the latent possibilities  within our-
selves,  Christ tells us to consider the
liliex haw they grow, and deglares that
Solomon in all hix glory was not ar-
rayed ke one of these.  The Hiy
zrows from a very unatitictive lonking
dulh. It we hal never zeen o Hiv in
Bloom, never gazed on its matchlesa
rTace of follage and flawer, how ¢coubl
we know the renlity enntalned in that
bulh? We might dissesct i7 nnst care-
fully and examine It most minutely,
hut we should never diseover the dore-
heauty  which the uardener
knowe how ta awaken. 8o until wa
have sean the glory of Gnd revealed
in the mantfestatinn, we ¢an have no
idaa nf the splritual heauty latent in
aur own naturc and in that of our
fellows, Ry knaging and loving the
munifeatation of GAd and following Hix
teachings we are enablsd, little by 1tt-
tle, ta reallze the potential perfectlons
within ourselveal then, and not il
then, does the meaning and purpase of
life of the univerze becoms apparent

10 us.
(To Be Continued)
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