
SEER FROM EAST DECRIES UNREST AND OPPRESSION: UNIVERSAL PEACE NECESS 
The Chicago Defender (National edition) (1921-1967); May 28, 1921; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Defender 
pg. 1 

DEGRIES UNREST. 
AND OPPRESSI 

Universal Peace Necessary to 

Lasting Adjustment, of © a 

. Problems» 

To the. Cantral Orsanization for a| 

Durable Peace > 
POD yer. estemed. anmcé& whoa are pinneers! 

among the well-wishers ot: the 

work! of. humanity! 
t 

| . 

. The - letters , whic h-¥e sent ‘during 

thie: War Were net received, but oa 

etter dated February 11,° 1916,. has 
just come ta hand - ~ ee . 
and “hnmedistely 

in answer is be- 

ings written. . Your: 
intention Joserves 

athousand 

vraises,;  becatse 
yon. are’. serving. 
the warld of: hu-- 
manity, and this 

is.- conducive to 
the happiness amd’ 
welfare af: all: 
This creeent -war 

has preved tn the 
warld and. the 
people that war is 
destruction while -- —— a 
Tniversal freace is | 

ronstruction: war *Sdul-Baha 
[is death while peace is-life; war is 
i rapacity and blnod- thirstiness while 
| Roace ‘is heneficence and humaneness: 

air is an appurtenance af the world 
pet nature while peace is of the foun- 
|Mation «ef the religian of God: war. is 
| darkness Upon darkness while peace | 
(is Heavenly Light: war is the de- 
i stroyer, of the edifice of mankind 
While peace is ‘the everlasting life of | 
the world. of humanity: wer is tike | 

a devouring wolt while peace is like 
the angels of Weaven: .war, is rhe | 
stricrle for existence while peare is 
Tyutual aid and ca-operation among 
the peoples of the world and, the | 
cause of the gomt pleasure ef the! 
(True One in the Heavenly Realm, | | 

There is not-ane-soul whase con- | 
science does now testify that in this 

i day there is no mare-fmportant mat- 
‘tey ih the world than that of Univer- 
sul Paace. Every just one bears wit-- 
nessa to this and aderes that es- 
tepmed Assembly because its aim is 

ithat this darknoss mar he chanred 
inte licht, this hinod-thirstiness into 
‘kindness. this. torment into bliss, this’ 
hardship into. ease and this enmity 
land hatred into fellawship and love. 
| Therefore, the © effort of thase es- 
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*-_shem, provided for them and pro- 

1 Qicite. 

“enurtry or another and that war was 

- Wienathirstiness and rapascitv 

v2 Ween should be the cause of fellow- 

+ tion of their own interests, nave as- 

oo. tinerions. 

_ fs 4308 plogsed with such eanduet nor 

“that the world of humanity may be 
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teemed souls is-worthy of praise and 
commendation. me 

But the wise souls who are aware 

or the essential relationships emanate. 
ing from the realities of things con- 
sider that ene single matter cannot 
by jtself influence the human reality 
ne it-oucht and should, for until the 
rmoindsa of men hereme umited, no im- 
portant master can be accomplished. 
At present Universal Peace is a mat- 
qer of great importance, -but unity 
of conscience 1s essential, do that the 
feundation of this matter may be- 
come secure, its estahlishment firnn 

- and its edifice strong. 
TJherefore His Voliness, Baha‘o lah, 

fifty Vears ago, expounded this ques- 
on of Universal Peace at a time 
when he was contined in the fortress 
ef Acca and was wronged and im- 
prisoned. He wrote about this im-" 
portant matter of Universal Peace 10 
Rll the great sovereiens of the world, 
and established it among his friends’ 

-jn the Orient. The horizon of the 
East was in utter darkness, nations: 
Gisplaved the utmost hatred and en- 
mity tnwards tach other. religions 
thirste fer each other's blood, and it 
was darknefs upon darkness. At 
surh a time His Holiness Baha‘o'fah: 
shone forth Hke the sun from the 
horizon of the East and illumined’ 
Persia with the Ughts of these teach- 
Ines. 
Among his terchings war the dec- 

Joration ef Universal Peace, People 
ef aAifferent nations, religions and 
sects who followed him-came together ; 
¢o such an extent that remarkanie. 
fatherings were instituted consisting | 
of the various nations and religions’ 
of the East. Every soul who entered | 
these catherings saw hut one nation. . 

are -eaehing. one pathway, one or- | 
der, forthe teachings of His Holiness 
Raha’etah were net Umited to the 
establishment of IIniversal Peace. 
Ther embraced manv... teachings 
which sunplemented and suppert 

that of Universal Peace. ey, 
Amonc these teachings was the in- 

dependent mvestregtion of reality so 

saved from the darkness of imitation 
and attain-2o the truth: may tear off 
and-cast away this ragecd and out- 
frown garment of one thouseand: 
sears ago and mar put on the robe 

yaven in the utmost purity and-holi- 

ness in the loom of reality. As reality: 
js ane and canner admit of multi- 

therefore different opinions 
must ultimately hecome fused into 
ame, oo. 

And amone the teachines of His 
Holiness Ruha'ilah is the oneness 
af the world of humanity: that all 
human beincs are the sheep of God 
and He is the kind Shepherd. This. 
Shepherd 1 kind to all the sheep. he- 
cause He created them all, trained] 

teeted them. There is no doubt that 
the Ehepherd is kind to all sheep and 
shauid there be amone these sheep 
ignorart ones, they must he edu- 
rated: if there be children, they must 
he trained until they reach maturity: 
if *here be sick ores, they must “be. 
eured. There must be no hatred and 
enmity. for ask by a kind physician 
these isnorant. sick ones should be 
treated, 

And amonc the teachines of Hig 
Holiness Fiaha’o'llah is, that religion 
must be the cause of-feliowship and 
love, Tf it heenme® the cause of es- 
trangernent then it-4s net needed, for 
relicion is like a reméfdy; it aggra-: 
wvates the disease then it becomes 
unneressary. 

- And amone the teachings of Baha’- 
o'llah is, that relizien must be in 
conformity with science and reason. 
so that it may influence the hearts of 
men, The foundation must be solid 
and must not consist of imitations. 

And among the teachings of Baha'-. 
llah is, that religious, racial, politt- 
cal, economic and patriotic prejudices 

-@estrov the edifice of humanity. As 
long as these prejudices prevafl, the 
world of humanity will not have rest. 
For a terind of..six thousand years 
history informs us about the world of 
humanity, Puring these six thousand 
years the world of humanity has not 
‘been free from war, strife, murder 
and hinod-thirstiness. In every pe- 
Tind war has been waged in one 

due to either religious prejudice, ra- 
cial predudice, political prejudice or 
Patriotic prejudice. Tt has therefore 
been ascertamed and proved that all 
Presudices are destructive of the 
human -difiee, As long aS these prej- 

udices persist. the struggle for ex- 
iMence must remain dominant. and 

con- 
tinue. Therefore, even as was the 
ease in the past, the world of human- 
itv cannot be saved from the dqrk- 
ness of nature and cannot attain j}- 
lumination except throuch the aban- 
doument of preindices and the acqui- 
sition of the morals of the Kinedom. 

if this prejudice and «nmity are on 
account of rélicion (consider that), re- 

ship, otherwise it is fruitiess. And af 
this ‘prejudice he the prejudice of na- 
tonality  tcensider that). all mankind 
are of ane nation; all have sprung from 
the tree of Adam, and Adam is the root 
of the tree. That tree ts an- and all 
these nations ara like branches, while 
the individuals of humanity ara like 
leaves. blossoms and fruits thereof. 
Then the establishment of various na- 
tions and the consequent shedding of 
biond and destruction of the adifra af 
humanity result from human tenorance 
and selfish motives, , 

As to the Patriotic prejndicn, this ts 
nito duc te absolute ienorance, for the 
surface of the ¢arth is one native land. 
Every one can Irve in any spor on tae 
terrestrial glohe Therefore all tne 
world js man's lirthplace, These boun- 
@aries and outlets have Deen fcevised py 
man. In the creation, such boundaries 
aud outlets were not assigned. Furope 
ff one continent. Asia is one continent, 
Africa is one continent. Austrailia is one 
fentinent, twt seme of the souls Tron: 
Tersonal motives-and selfish interests 
have divided each one. ef these canti- 
nents end censidered a certain part as 
their own country God tas ser up nn 
frentier between France and Germany. 

_the; aré continuous. Yea. in the first 
eenturies, selfish seuls fer the promo- 

“picned boundaries and cutlets and have 
da¥ by aay atuiched more tmportance 
to these anti! this led to intense en- 
mitv. Lloolshed. and rapacity in subse- 
quent centuries. In the same wav this 
will continne imdefinitely.. ana tf this 
conception of patrietism remains lim- 
{wd within a certain circle it will. be 
the qrimary cause of the world’s cere 
etruction No wise and gust person 
wWIH achnowlelpe these pnacinary dese 

Every iimited area which we 
cailcour native country we resard as 
ovr mether-land, whereas the terres- 
trian} ginbe Gs.the mother-land of al, 
anda not anv restricted aréa. In stiert. 
Tor a few dars we live.on thie earth 
and eventually we are buried in at: it is 
ur eternal temb Is it averth- while 
that we should encarce in Neodshed and. 
lear one another to pieces for this 
erernal tomb? Nay, far from it, neithe; 

would any aane man wppreve of jt, 
Consider’ The blessed antmats en- 

Fare in nespatrione quarrels. They are 
in the urmost fellowship with one an- 
ether and five together in harmon. 
For example. fia dove from the East 
and 2 dove trom the West, aceeve trom 
the Worth and a dove from tbe South 
chanre tr artive. at the same time mn 
one spot, they pmmedjatels agseciate 
in harmony. So it wm with alt the hicserd 
anima’s and birds. Rut the feractous ! 
animais as sean as they meet attach: 
and fieht ocith each other. tear each 
other 10 pieces and it is impossible tor | 
them to live peaceably togetner in one / 

- 

spot. They are all unsociable and fierce, 
savage and combative fighters. 

Regarding the economie prejudice, it 
16 apparent that whenever the ties be- 
tween nations become strencthened and 
the «xchange of commodities accel- 
“rated. and any ecemnomic principle 1s 
established in one country. tt will ulti- 
mately affect the other coungefes and 
universal benefits will result. Then 
why this prejudice? 

., AS to the political prejudice. the pui- 
icy of Goa must be followed and it is 
indisputable thay the policy of God is 
greater than human policy. We must 
follow the Pivine- policy and that ay 
Plies alike to all individuals. He treats 
all individuals alike: no distinction :s5 
made, and that 1s the foundation of 
the Divine Religions. 

And _amone the teachings of His THo- 
ness Baha‘ollah is the origination of 
one language that may be spread uni- 
vVergally amone the people. This teaon- , 
ing Was.revealed from the pen of Fis 
Holiness Baha‘olah in onter that tars 
universal Janguace may eliminate mis- 
‘understandings from among mankind. 

And among the teachings-of His Hoii- 
hess RBaha‘o'lah is the unity of women | 
and men. The world of humanity” has 
two wings—one is women and the other! 
meh. Not until both wings are equally 
developed can the lurd fly. Should one | 
wing remain weak. fitcht fs Impossttae. | 
Not enti] the world of women beromes 
equal to the world of men in the ac- 
quisition of virtues and perfections. can 
suteess and prosperity be attained a5 
they ought to be. mo 

And among the teachings-of Batha- 
‘a'liah is voluntary sharing of one's 
property with others among mankind. 
This voluntary sharing is greater than 
equality and consists in this. that man 

‘| should not prefer himself ro others. but 
rather should sacrifice bis life and prop- 
erty for-athers. But this snoutd not ne 
intreduced” by coercion so that it be- 
comes a law and a man ts compelied to 
follow tt. Nas, rather man should vel- 
untarily and of his own choice sacrifice 
his property and life for others, and 
spend willingly for the poor. just as. 15 
done in Persia among the Gatiats. 
And among the teachings of His Holi- 

ness Baha'ollah is man's freedom, that 
through the ideal Fower he should be 
free “and emancipated from tbe  caye 
uvity af the werld af qarore, for as lang 
ak man is captive.to nature he is a fe- 
rocious animal, as the strugete for ex~ 
istence ix one of the éaxieencies of the 
world of nature. This matter af struu- 
gle for. existence is the tountain-nead 
of all calamitics and is tne supreme 
affliction. 

And among the teachinge of Eana~ 
‘o'lah is that relicion is a mighty bul- 
wark:...If the edifice of religton shakes 
and tetters, commotion and chaos will 
ensuc and the..order of things will be 
uiterly upset. for in the world of man- 
kind there are two safeguards that pro- 
tect man from wrong doing.:: One is the 
law which punishes the criminal: but 
the law prevents only the manifest_ 
crime and not the concealed sin: 
whereas the ideal safeguard, namery. 
the religion of God. prevents both the 
manifest and the concealed crimé. trains 
men, educates trorals, compels the alop- 

tion of virtues and is the all-inclusive 
power which guarantets the relicity of 

the world of mankind... But dy relizion 
is megnt that which is ascertained by 
investigation and not that which 15 
based on mere tmitation. the founda- 
tion of Divine Religions and not human 
imitatione. 
And among the teachings of Baha- 

‘ollah is that although matérta} eivili- 
zation is one of the means for tne 
progress of the world of mankind. yet 
until it hecomes. combined with Divine 

civilisation, the desired result. which is 
the felicity of mankind, wit not be at- 
tained. “onsider!' These  hattleshtps 
that reduce a city to ruins within. the 

space of an hour ay the result of mate- 
rial civilization; likewise tne Krupp 
runs, the Mauser rifles, dynamite, suh- 

marines, torpedo boats. armed aircraft 
and: bambing aéroplanes—atl tnese 
weapons: of war ar4 the malignant 
fruits of material civiltzation. Wad m.- 

tertat civilization heen combined with 
Divine civilization these fiery weapons 
would never have heen Invented. Navy. 
rather, human energy would have been 
wholly devoted to useful inventions and. 
would? have heen concentrated on 
raiseworthy discoveries. Material civ- 
lization is Nike a lamp-giass. Divine 
Nvilization is the lamp itself and the 
rlass without the lieht is dark. Mate- 
rial civilization is like the beady. No 

matter how infinitely graceful, elegant 
and beautiful it may. he, it is dead. 
Divine civilization is like the spirit. and 
the beady gets its life from the. spirit. 
ntherwise it berames a corpse. It has 
thus been made evident that the world 
of mankind is lifeless, and without this 
light the world of mankind Is In utter 
darkness. For the world of nature is an 
animal. world. Until man is born aram 
from the -world of nature. that is to 
sav, heeomes detached trom the world 
of nature, he is essentially an animal, 
and it is the teachings. of God which 
convert this animal into a numan sot. 

And among the teachings of ‘Raha- 
‘cliah is the promotion of education. 
Every child must be instructed in sei- 
enees as much as iS neressory. If tne 
parents are able to provide the ex- 
penses of this education, it is all right. 
nthernvise the community must provide 
the mans for the teaching of that 
child. ee 

‘And amone the teachings of His Holi” 
ness Raha’o ah is justice and right, 
Until these are realized on the plane of 
existence, all things shall be in ‘dis- 
erder and remain imperfect. The word 
of mankind is a world. of oppression 
and cruelty and a tealm of aggresson 
and error. 

In fine, such teachings. are numerous. 
These manifold principles, which con- 
stitute the greatest hasis for the fe- 
neity of mankind #nd@_ are or the boun- 

ties of the Merciful, niust be added bo 
the matter of Universal Peace 2nd com- 
hined with it, so that: results. may c- 
crue. Otherwise the realization of Unt-- 
versal Peace thy itself) in the world of 
mankind is difficult. As the teachings of 
His Holiness Vaha’o'tlah are combined 
with Universal Peace, ther are like a 
tabla prov d with every kind at fresh 
and delictous fond. Every som can tnd. 
at that table of Infinite bounty, inat 
which he desires. Tf the question is re- 
stricted wn Universal Peace: alone, tne 
remarkable results which are expected 
and desired will nor be attained, The 
scops of Universal Peace must be euch 
that all the eammunities and religions 
mar find their hithest wish realizee tm 
it. At present the teachings of His 
Holiness Baha’oNah are such that all 
the communities of the world, whether 
religious, political or ethical, ancient or 
medern, find in thé ‘teachings of Baha- 
‘oNah the expression oftheir highest 
‘ish. eenrs 

Vor example, the people of relimians 
find. in the teachings of His Holiness 
Inhaoliah, the estallishment of Uni- 
versal Religion--a_ relicion that per- 
feetiy conforms with present conditions. 
which in reality effeets the immediate 
epre of the incurable disease, whictr re- 
lieves every pain and bestows the in- 
fafible antidote for_every petson. For 
if we wish to aTrance afl ormanize leit 
world of mankind in accordance with 
the present relicious imitartons..and 
thereby ta establish the feticity. of tine 

world of mankind, it is tmpossinte and 
impracucable—for exampl, the enfarce- 
ment of the laws af the Old Testament 
{Taurat) and also of the other relic- 
inns in accordance with the present: 
imuations.~ Bat the essential rasis of 
all the Divine Relizions which pertains 
te the virtues of the warld of mannind 
and is tue foundation of tha weifare of 
the world ef man. is faund tn the teach - 
ines of His Hotiness RBaha'o'nah tn tne 
most perfect presentation, “ 

Similarity. with regard 10 the peoples 
who <lamer for freedom: the moderate 
fremlom whieh rtarantecs the welfare 
af the werld of mankind and maintains 
avd preserves the unfiversat ratation- 
stips. is feund in ite fullest power and 
eatension in the teachings of His Holf- 

itere BRaha’o lah, 
So with regard 10 politea:, parties: 

that which is the gréatést policy direct- 

1 

ing the world _of mankind, nay, rather. 
the Bivine policy, is found in the teach- 
ings ef Hus Holiness. Uaha’o'liah. 
Likewise with regard to the party of 

‘seualiys’’ which seeks the solution of. 
the ecenomie problems: until now all | 
proposed solutiens have proved Impruc- : 
ticable except the economic proposals 

fin che teachings of His Holiness Baha- 
‘o'llah which are practicable and cause 
no distress to society. 

So with the. other parties: when ye 
lenk deeply into this matter, ve will dis- 
cover that the highest alms of those 
parties are found in the’ teachings of 
Baha’oNah. These teachings — consti- 
tute the all-inclusive power among all 
men and are practicable. But there ace | 
seme teachings of the past. such as 
these of the Tautrat. which cannot he 
‘carried out at the present day. It is the 
same with other religions and the tenets 
of the various sécts and the different 
parties. So ¥ 

For example, the question of Uni- 
versal Peace, about which Hs Holiness 
Raha oligh says that the Supreme Tri- 
burnal must be established: although the 
League of Nations has been brought 
inte exiszence, yet it is incapable of es- 
tablishing Universal Peace. But the Su- 
preme Tribunal which His Holiness 
Baha'oNah has deseribed will fullill 
this sacred.task with the utmost might 
and power. And his plan is this: that 
the national assemblies of each coun- 
try and nation—-that is-to say parlia- 
ments—should elect two or three per- 
sons who are the choicest men of that 
nation, and are well informed concern-. 

‘ing international taws and the relations 
| between governments and aware of the 
‘essential needs of the world of human- 
| ity. in. this day. The wamber of these 
'rénrés¢ntatives should be in proportion 
lto the number af inhabitants of that 
‘country. The election of these souls. 
/who are chosen by the national assem- 
Ubly,. that is. the parliament. must be 
| confirmed by the upper house. the con- 
erese and the cabinet and ulse by the 
President or monarch so these persons: 
mav he the elected ones of all the nation 
and the eovernment. From among these 
‘people the members of the Supreme Tri- 
bunal will bea elected, and ail mankind 
will thos “have a share therein, for ev- 
éry one of these delegates ts Maiy rep- 
resentative of his’ nation. . When the 
Supreme Trihunal cives # ruling on any 
international questien, elther. unani- 
mousy or by majority rule, there will 
no longer be any pretext for the plain-- 
tiff or grannd of objection for the de- 
fendant. In case any of tné govern- 
‘ments or nations. in the execution of 
the irrefutahle decision of the Supreme 
Tribunal;.be necligent or dilatert. the 
rest of the nations will rise up against 
it because all the governments and na- 
tisns of the world are the supporters 
ef this Supreme Tribunal. Consider 
what a firm foundation this ist But by 
a limited and restricted League tne 
purnose will not be realized as it ougnt 
and should. This is the truth about the 
Situation, which has been srated. 

Censider how powerful are the téeach- 
ines of His Heliness Raha‘o‘tlah. at 
a time when His Holiness was in the 
prison of Acco and was under the re- 
Strictions ahd threats .of two llood- 
thirsty kiges, notwithstanding this fact 
his teachings epread with all power in 
Persia and other colintries. Should. any 
teaching. or any principle. or any com- 
munity fall under the threat of a poew- 
erful and bloodthirsty monarch it will 
‘be annihilated within a short space of 
time. -«it present for fifty years. tne 
Rahais in Persia and most recions have 
hean under severe restrictions and the 
threat of sword and- spear. Thousands 
of souls have given their lives in the 
arena of sacrifice an? have fallen as 
vietims under the swerds af oppression 
and cruelty. Thousands of esteemed. 
families have been uprooted and de- 
strayed. Thousands of chibiren hare 
heen made fatherless. Thousands of 
fathers have heen bereft of their sons. 
Thousands of mothers hare wept ant 
lamented fer their boys who nave been 
beheaded. All) this oppression and 
cruelty, rapacity and binodthirstiness 
aia not hinder or prevent Une spread of 
the teachings of Raha‘e'iah. Ther 
spread more avd more every day, and 
power and might herame m6re evi~ 
dent. 

It may be that some foolish persen 
amonc the Persians will amx his na-e 
to tha contents of the Tabfets of tis 
Holiness Baha-o'Nah or to the explana- 
tiens given in the letters (Tablets) of 
Abdul-Raha and send. it to that es- 
temed Assombiy. Ye must, be aware 
ef this fact, for any Persian who sees 
fame or has some other tnrentfon -was 
take the entire contents of the Tablets’ 
of His Holiness Baha‘e’ lap and pubtish 
them in his own name or in that of his 
eammunity. just as happened at the 
Loiversal Races Congress in. Landon be - 
fore the war, A Persian teok the sub." 
stanee of the -Episties of His Holiness 
Paha‘o'lah. entered that Congress, save 

them forth in his own-name and puh- 
lished them, whereas the wording was 
exactly thar of His Holiness Baha‘o'Nah. 
Some such sonis have fone to Burops- 
and have caused confusion in the minds 
af the people of Europe and have dis- 
turbed the thoughts of some Griental- 

ists. ..Te# must bear thir fact in mind, 
for not a word of these teachinzs was 
heard in Persia before the appearance 
of Raha’o'lish. Investicate this matter 
so that it may_hbecome. to you evident 
ana manifest. Some souls-ate ke par- 
rots. They learn any note which they 
may hear. and sing it, but they them- 
elves are unawars.of what they utter. 
There is a sect in Persia at present 
made up of a few souls who are. called 
Rahis, who claim to f{llowers of His 
Woliness the Bab, whereas they are 
aiterly wnaware of His Hottness. They 
have some secret teachings which are 
entirely opposed to. the teachings of 

Miha’e'lah and in Persia. pecpie know 
this Rut when these souls-.come to 
Europe they conceal thelr own teach- 
ings and utter those of His Holiness 
Baha’o'llah, for thes Know that the 

teachings of His Holiness Raha‘o'llal 
‘are powerful and they therefore declare 
publicly those teachings of Raha‘e'lah 
in their own name. As to their secret 
teachings. they say that they are taken 
frem the Book of Bevan, and the Book 

of Bevan is from His Holiness the Bab. 
When ye get hold of the irauslation of 
the Pook of Bevan. which has. been 
translated ‘in Persia. ye will discover. 
the jruth that the teachings of Rahia- 
‘o'llah are utterly opposed to the teach-7 
Lings.of this sect. Beware test ye dis- 

rezacd this fact. Should ye desire ts 

‘intestiaate the matter further, enquyre 
frem Persia... ; an 
In fine, when:travaling and journey - 
ing throughout the world. wherever one 
finds construction, it is-tne result of 
fellowship and love. while everything 
that is in ruin shows the effect of-en- 
mity and hatred, Notwithstanding thts, 
the world of Wumanity has nar hecome 
aware and has not.awakenen fram tne’ 
‘alewp of heedlessness, Again it encages 
in differences. in disputes and wranc- 
ling, that-it may set up ranks of war 
aml may run ‘te_and fro in the arena of 
hattle and strife. -.. 

So it is vith reeard. to me universe 
and. its corruption, existence and non.’ 
-existenes.. Every contingent being is 
(made up of different and numerous elc- 
'mants ant the existence o1 everything 
ds a resute of composition. That is ts! 
.sax,. when. hetween simple elements a 
rainpesition takes plaice a hetncz arises; 
the creation of heines comes about in 
this wav. “And when that composition 
is upset, it is followed by decamposi- 
fies, the elements disintegrate, and mat 
being becomes annthilated. That ts 1.9 
pay. the annihilation of evervenirg con- 
sists in the decomposition and the sen- 
aration of glements, Thererore every 
nnien and color of JAaves. of flowers 
and of fruits. cach will contribute ta 
‘the beauty and charm of the others, 
and will make an admirable carden ani 
will apear in the utmost loveliness, 
freshness and. sweetness.  Likewtse, 
whey difference and variety of thourhts. 
forms, opinions. characters, and morats 
af the woeeld of mankind come-under tne 
Leantrel af ane Surreme Power that jn- 
fluence of composition among the «.e= 
»ments is the catise of life. While dissu- 
(ciation and separation ts tne cause of 

‘ 

Joa) the 

death: -:In short, attraction: and har- 
mony of things are the .cause of the 
production of fruits and usetul resulis, 
while repulsion and inharmonyr of things 
are the cause of distrubance ond anni- 
hilation. From. harmony and-.attrac- 
tion, all living. contingent bemgs. such 
as Plant. animal and man, are realized, 
and from inharmony.and repuision ae- 
¢ay sets in- and anihflation becomes 
manifest. Therefore whatever ds tne 
cause_of harmony. attr@ectron and umon 
ameng men ts the life of the world of 
humanity, and. whatever is the cause 
of difference, of repulsion-and of sep- 
aration is the cause -of the death of 
mankind. And when thou passes, py a 
garden wherein veretabte teds _and 
plants, flowers and fragrant herbs are. 
all combined se as to form a harmonious 
whole this is an evidence that tn1s pian-, 
tation and this rnse garaen fave been 
cultivated and arranged by the care of 
a perfect gardener, while when thou 
Seest a garden in disorder. lacking ar- 
rangement and confused, this indicates 
that it has heen deprived of the care vt 
a skiliful gardener. nay. rather, it ts 
nothing but a mass of weeds.-..[t has 
therefore been made evident that- fel- 
Jowship and harmony are indicative of | 
the training by the real Educator, whith: 
separation and dispersion. prove wild- 
ess and deprivation of Divine Tratn- 
ing: 

Should any one object that. since tne 
communities and nations and races und 
peoples of the world hieve afferent. ror- 
malities. customs, tastes, temperaments, 
morals, varied thoughts. minds and 
opinions, it is therefore Impossitle. for 
ideal unity to be made manifest and 
complete union among men to te real- 
ized, we say that differences are of two 
kinds: One leads to destruction, and 
that is like the difference between war- 
Ting peopies nad competing nations who 
destroy one another, upreot each other's 
families, do awny:.with rest and com- 
fort and engace in tinodshed acwt ora- 
pacity. That is blameworthy, But the 
other difference’ consists in variation. 
This is perfection rmself and the «ause of 
the appearance of Divine bounty. Mon-| 
sider the flowers of the rose: garden. 
Although they are oof different Kamds. 
various colors and diyerse forms and 
appearances, yet as they drink from 
one water, -are swayed by one breeze 
and grow by the.warmth and light of 
one sun, this variation. and this differ- 
ence cause each to enhance ihe beauty 
and splendor of the others.” The dft- 
ferences in manners, {1 customs, in 
habits, in thoughts. opinions and In 
temperaments is the cause of the adorn- 
ment of the world of mankind, This 1s 
praiseworthy. Likewise vhis difference 
and variation, like the dtrerence auct 
variation of the parts and members of 
the human body. ure the cause or tne 
appearance of beauty and perfection. 
AS these different parts.ana members 
are under the control of the domunant 
spirit. and the spirit permeates ‘all..tne 
organs and members and rules all tae 
arleries and vsins. this difference ane 
this variation strengthens love and har- 
mony and this multiplicity ts the grear- 
est. al} to unity. If in a garden the 
flowers:-and fragrant herbs, the blos- 
sems and friuts. the leaves, brancucs 
and trees are of ane kind, of Gne fori, 
of one color and of one arrangement. 
there is no beanty or sweetness, but 
when there is variety in Une world ot 
eneness they will appear and be dis- 
played in tha most perfect Blory. heaury, 
exaltation and perfection, Teday noth- 
ing bue the power of the Word of Qod 
which ancompasses. the realities of 
‘thitigs.. can bring the thougnts, tne 
minds. the hearts and the spirits unner 
the ‘shade of Gme_Tree. He is the Po- 
tent in all things, the Vivifter or sous, 
the Preserver and the Controller of tne 
work! of mankind. Praise “be.1o God, 
in this day the light of the Word of.God 
has shone ferth upen all regions, and 
from all sects, communities, nations, 
tribes, peoples, religions and denoml- 
nations, souls have vathered under the 
shadow of the Word of Oneness and 
have in--the most intimate fellowship 
united and harmontzed! 
Soma time ago,.during the war, a 

letter (Tablet) was written regarding 
the teachings of His Holiness Baha- 
‘osilak which may appropriately be ap- 
pended to this epistie: i 

TABLET FROM ASDUL-BAHA 

He {ts Goot 
Q people of the world! 

Thé dawn of the Sun of Realty is as- 
suredly | for..the . tHuminatian | ot the 
world and the manifestation of ‘mercy. 
In the assemUlaze of. the family pf 
Adam results and fruits~are praise~- 
worthy and the holy bestowals-of every 
hountv are abundant. It 1s an absolute 
merey and a complet bounty, the iWu- 
mination of the world, fellowship and 
harniony. love and union: nay, rather,. 
mercifulness and oneness, the elimina- 
tion of discord and the unity of whom- 
sGever are-on the earth in the utmost of 
freedom and-- dignity. The . Blessed 
Reaury (Raha‘olah).said: “AN are the 
fruits of one tree and the leaves of one 
branch.” He likened the world of ex- 
istence to one tree and all the souls. to }- 

leaves, Wossoms and froits. . Therefore.| 
branches, leaves blossoms and 

fruits must be in the utmost of -fresh- 
ness. and the bringing about of thls 
felicacy and sweetness depends upon 
unien and_friendship. Therefore they 
must assist erch other with all - their 
power and seck everlasting life. - Thus 
the friends of God must. manifest: the 
mercy of the Compassionate’ Lord in the 

world of existence and_must_show fortn 
the hounty of the visible and invisible. 
King. They must ‘purify their. sight 
and look upon mankind as the leaves, 
binssoms and fruits of the tree of crea- 
ficn, and must always be thinking nj 
doing zood to some one, of love, consid- 
eration. affection and -assistance to 

semebhody. They must seé no enemy 

and count no one ags-an iit wisher. Ther 
must consider every one on the earth 
as a friend: recard the strangar as an 

intimate, and the alien as a companion. 
They must not be beund by any ties 
nav. rather, thar should be free from 
every bond, In this day the one who is 

favered in the threshold of erandeur 
is the one who offers the cup of faith- 
fulness and bestows the pearl of aift 
to the enemies,.even to the fallen op- 
pressor Jens a hélping hand. and con- 
Siders every bitter foe as an affecrion- 
ate friend, yon 
hese are the commands of_.fhe 

Rlesseu] Beauty. these are the counsels. 
ef the Chreatest Nama. © ye dear 
friends' The werld is engaged in war 
amd strugele, and mankind is in the 

utmost conflict and danger. The dark- 

ness of -unfaithfulness has: enshrouded 
the earth and the iuminatton ef faltn- 
flmess has hecameéronceaied. AY na- 

tions and trihes af the world have 

sharpened their claws and-are warring 
and fighting with «ach other. “The, ed: - 

fice of man is shattered. Thousands ef, 

amilies are watrlering  disconsalate. | 

Thousands of thousands of souls are be- 

smeared with dust and blood in the 

‘arena of battle and struggle every year 
and the. tent of hapiness ana life ts 

overthrown... The prominent men be- 

come commanders and boast of bloot- 

shed and giory in- destruction. One 

says: “I have severed with my sword 

the necks of a nation,” and -one: “"y 

have Jeveled a kiuedom to the dust". 

and another: “I have overthrown tre 

foundation of a government.” This is 

the pivot around which the pride ana 

story of mankind are revolving. Tn all 

recions friendship and uprightneéss are 
denounced and reconciliation and re- 

card for truth are despised. The herald 

of peace, reformation. love and reco. 

ciliation is the Religion..af the Blessed 
Reauty which has pitched -its. tent on 

the apex of the world and proclaimed 

jts summons to the people. >. 

Then, (i ye friends ot Goll Apnre- 

cinte the value of this precious Revela- 

tion. move and act fn accordance with 
it-and walk in the straight pach and 

the rieht way. Show it to the people. 

Paise the melody of the Kingdom and 

spread abroad the: teachings and ordi- 

nances of the loving \Lord so that the 

world may become another. world. the 

darkened earth may heceme itumined 

and the dead body of the people ‘may 

obtain new life. Every soul may seek 

everlasting life through the breath of 

the Merciful. Life in this mortal world 

will quickly come to an «nd, and this 

aatthly clory. wealth, comfort and hap- 
piness will-soon vanish and be no more. 
Summon ye the peonle to God ana cail 
the souls to the manners and conduct 
of the Suprame Conteurse, To tin 
orphans be ye kind fathers ‘and to the 
unfortunate a refuge and shelter.._To 
the poor he a treasure of wealth, and 
to the sick a remedy and healing. Be 

a helner of every opressed one, the pro- 

tector of every destitute one, be ye ever 

mindful to serve any soul of mankind. 
Attach no_impertance to self-seekine, 

rejection. arrogance, oppression and cn- 

mity. Heed them‘pot, Deal in the cen- 
trary wav. Be kind in truth. not_oniy 

in appearance and outwardly. Every 

seul of the friends of God miust..con- 
eentrate his mind on this, that he miay. 
manifest the merey of God and the 
Leunty of the Forgiving One, He must 
Ao nom) to very sont whom he enratin- 
ters and render henefit to him. becom- 
ing the-cause of improving the morais 

antl correcting the thoughts so that the 
-licht of guidance. may. shine forth and 

the bounty of His Holmess the Merciful 
One may enenmpass. Love is light in 
whatsoever house.it may shine and ¢n- 
mitv is darkness in whatsoever wbode 
it, dwell, + 

© friends af Gad! Strive ye so that 
this darkness may he utterly disnelte 
and the Hidden Mystery.) may he re- 
vealed and the realities of things made 
evident and. manifest. 

Signed) ABHDUL-BAHA: ABBAS. 
Transtated by Shoghi Rabbani, br. 

Zia M. Raecdadi, Mirza Lotfullah Hakim. 
Dr. J. EB. Esslemont. a 

’ Haifa, Palestine. Dec. 1.1918. 0°. 
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