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FEW FAGTS GONCERNINE 
~ THE NEW BAHAI MOVEMENT 
in 1844 thert arose in Shiraz a 

young Versian known us the Bab, 

or Gute. Je exhorted the people tu 

purity of life and announced to them 
the coming of a great one who would 
shoruy bring wa universal message to 
mankind. 

. The priests feared loss of their own 
power should such liberal) ideas be 
spread, so they used their influence 
uguiust the Bab, whe wag imprisoned 
and finally shot at Tabriz in 1850, 

Before the Bub's death there ap- 
petted a rich und powerful mun, pos- 
sessing great knowledge and wisdom. 
Ho proclaimed himself a believer in 
the tiew teachings and was later uc- 
cepted a8 the one whom the Bub had 
told the people to receive. Babhu'o- 
‘Nah, for such wag the name by which 
he was known, also excited the ani- 
mosity of the priests, and he wus 
imprisoned, exiled, and finally sent 
with his fatnily and ia small group of 
fuithful followers to the worst of 
Turkish prisons at Acea, in Syris. 
Imprisonment in this distunt place 
Was accoraplished thratigh the co- 
operation of Turkey and Persia, ac- 
cording to their custom in religious 
affairs. While traveling in this coun- 
try, Abdul Baha, the gan of Biuha'o- 
‘Nah, in describing some of the ex- 
periences in the prison, said: “The 
people sent to the prison usually died 
in a few months, but our spirits were 
never imprisoned, so we lived." 

Baha'o'Nah constantly exhorted his 
followers to ahedience to the Inws of 
their respective countries, and such 
was thelr response that in Southern 

Ruksia they were permitted to form 
a colony and huild go temple, haviag 
woh the confidence of the govern- 
ment. . 

About GO yeart ago, shortly after 
his urrival at the prison city. Bahu'o- 
‘Nah sent tetters to the rulers of the 
world, asking them ta co-operate 
with him in bringing about world 
peace. He advocated the establish- 
ment of an international court of ar- 
bitration, and explained the necessity 
of wn general agreement concerning 
boundaries of countries. 

Buha'o'llnh left many hooks and 
chose Abdul Raha to explain his ideas 
to the people of today. 

The Bahai cxuse is an inclusive 
movement. It asks of its followers 
the repudiation of no former loval- 
tlen, und it teaches that all Rreuat. 
spiritual revelations which have came 
from the divine educators of the pust 
are essentially one and will be so 
understood when their followers are 
willing to divest them of the tradi- 
tions, dactrines and dogmas of m:n. 

The Bahai teaching is conservative, 
Its aim Is the brotherhood of man, 
but-it is not in sympathy with the 
hreaking down of all degrees and dis- 
tinctions hetween men ns taught by 
radical thinkers. 

BAHAI: CONGRESS MEETS 
The 13th annual Mashrak'ul-Azkar 

convention and congress was held by 
the Bahai Temple Unity ‘n the Au- 
ditorlium ffotel, April 22-27.  Unt- 
versal principles of unity and peace 
were presented. 

Jiahais over the world teel that the 
Bahai princtples ure the best solu- 
on for the race problem that hts 
ever been evolved. Among Buhsis 
there is absolutely no difference in 
races, they “live the life’ and prove 
that all humanity are the “leaves of 
one tree, the drops of one sea," as 
the founder, Baha‘o'llah, taught. 

A big feature of the convention 
were addresses concerning the first 
Brhai Temple of the Western wored, 
which {is being built at Wilmette, 
Sheridan road and Linden avenne. 
This universal temple has been con- 
tributed to by men und women from 
all parts of the world who are work- 
ing for universal religion and broth- 
erhood. Tt is culled jin Persian 
“Muashrak’ul-Azkar,"” which means 
“Dawring Point of Praises to God." 
It will be a unfversal house of wor- 
ship, open to all sects and religions 
Work on the temple has begun, 

‘Nine great caissons are almost doven 
120 feet to solld rock ‘foundation, 
|These nine’ foundation columns will 
support the immense gs-ructure of 
atec! and concrete. 

This temple will be set in a cir- 
cular garden with nine fauntains. (tt 
will be approached by nine paths 
‘through the garden. There will be 
nine doors, symbolizing the many 
roads through which those of dif- 
ferent religions came to the temple 
of uniiy, and laying aside dognus 
that divide they will worship toreta- 
er under the dame of unity. <All di- 
vine regions hold some potnts in 
common, There will be nine chanets 
in which different religicnists can 
always go and cach hold «ny servise 
he wishes in his own chapel 

The Universal services wilt be held 
every morning and evening. The 
temple will be dedicated to the one- 
ness of hunmwinity; {independent in- 
vestigation of truth; equality be- 
tween mon and wemen; prejudices of 
all kinds must be forgotten; spiritual 
solution of the economic problem and 
a spiritualized League of Nations. 

As Abdul Baha says: “The putes 
of the tempte will ce Aung wide onen 
to mankind; prejudice toward none, 
love for al. The central building 
will be devoted to the purposes of 
prayer and worship. Thus for the 
first time relighon will become har- 
-monized with science ond science 
will be tho handmaid cf religion, 
both showering their muterlal and 
spiritual gifts on all humanity.” 

One of the apeakers ai the cor- 
vention was Janahe Fazel Mazan- 
darani, a celebrated scholur of Persia, 
formerly professor of philosophy «nd 
jurisprudence in the University of 
the Shah in Teheran, Persin. He has 
been touring the United States and 
Canada in the interest of a closer 
unity between the Orient and Ocri- 
dent. He has apoken In most of the 
great clties of this continent—to 
men's clubs, Women's ciubs, cham- 
bers of commerce, labor groups, uni- 
versities, churches, synagcgues. He 
ig a unfversal mind who appeals to 
all types, sects and religions, After 
several cngugements in Chicugo he 
will go to Washington, D. C,, whare 
he is to speak late In May at a Race’s 
convention and tn several colleges. 

Louis Gregory of Washington, 
BD. C., made an eloquent address on 
“The Oneness of blunkind " 
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