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Introduction
I had the pleasure and privilege of going through Dr H. M. Munje’s Booklet “Vasudhaiva-Kutumbakam” which beautifully demonstrates, on Scriptural authorities, the fact that “the whole world is but one family”.  It affords an interesting and enlightening reading, and makes its readers realize the depth of religious knowledge of its author.  It is interfused with quotations from ‘Atharva-Ved’, Bhagwat Gita’, ‘Yajur-Ved’, ‘Rig-Ved’, ‘Sam-Ved’, etc., and also from the Bahá’í Holy Writs.
Great unrest is noticeable in the world.  Its root cause is the disunity in thoughts and actions of mankind.  The main problem of the day is the policy, not of pacification, but of unification, aimed at establishing the lasting peace in the world, and all efforts of the leading luminaries of various nations are directed towards that end.  How disunity disturbing the World-Peace is to be eliminated and eradicated theologians and legislators, politicians and diplomats, sociologists and educationists, economists and many other well-wishers of humanity all the World over have given their anxious thoughts to this subject in order to bring about unity and the


Sovereign Remedy for establishing World-Peace which actually lies in preaching and demonstrating world unity in thoughts, in words and in deeds.
The said booklet has justifiably made a Valuable Contribution towards securing world unity and peace by propagating and demonstrating a fellow-feeling and synthetical development of the same in all walks and at all levels of human life based on the fundamental unity of all Faiths.  The said booklet also demonstrates the aim and object of the Bahá’í World Faith emphasising its main points in an actually workable God-given New World Order.
I wish every success to the said booklet as also to the lofty Divine Cause it is dedicated to.
Babulal Misra
Advocate, Head of the Law Department, V.S.S.D. College, Kanpur, and General Secretary of the Sanatan Dharma Malta Mandal.
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1
God
सनातनमेनमाहुरुताद्य स्यात्पुनर्णवः  ।
अहोरात्रे प्र जायेते अन्यो अन्यस्य रूपयोः  ॥
[अथर्ववेद, 10, 8, 23]
He is called the Ancient, He again becometh New today; (similarly) day and night are generated, (this and that are) semblances of one another.
[Atharva Veda, 10, 8, 23]
God is immeasurably exalted above all imaginable comparisons and likenesses.  All the examples and semblances mentioned in the Divine Scriptures are only meant to facilitate our limited understanding and thus make it capable enough to find out the Will of God on earth and to obey Him voluntarily, unreservedly and lovingly for its own benefit, and not for the benefit of God Who is highly exalted above all benefits and losses.
The relation of a craftsman with his handiwork, a painter with his painting, a speaker with his speech, a thinker with his thoughts,


the sun with its rays, and so on, described by the Holy Books is but an example of the relation which exists between the Creator and His creation.  In fact, He is still Greater than and far far superior to each and all the examples and similes.
Howsoever perfect a painting may be it cannot understand the painter.  Even if the painter makes his own portrait, it is his likeness, and not he himself.  All the accumulated speeches of the speaker are not the speaker himself.  All the thoughts produced by the thinker do not constitute the thinker himself.  Rays are but the emanations from the sun and not the sun itself, inasmuch as the rays are ever produced by and, therefore, dependent upon the sun and the sun is not the sum total of’ rays.
Though the Thinker is Omnipotent, Omniscient and Omnipresent in all His thoughts, yet thoughts are thoughts after all, and not the Thinker Himself Who is the Creator of all His thoughts.  There is sharp and inviolable line of demarcation in between the two which is vividly expounded in all the Divine Scriptures.
This discrimination between the thoughts and their Thinker, speech and its Speaker, the creation and its Creator; is very beautifully and unambiguously explained by God in Shrimad Bhagwat Gita, Discourse 13:15–16:


सर्वेन्द्रियगुणाभासं सर्वेन्द्रियविवर्जितम्  ।
असक्तं सर्वभृच्चैव निर्गुणं गुणभोक्तृ च  ॥
बहिरन्तश्च भूतानामचरं चरमेव च  ।
सूक्ष्मत्वात्तदविज्ञेयं दूरस्थं चान्तिके च तत्  ॥
[गीता, 13:15–16]
Without and within all beings, Immovable and also Movable, Unknowable because of His imperceptible Subtlety, extremely near and far away is THAT.
Undivided amid beings and yet existing as if divided, is that to be known as the Supporter of beings; He devoureth and also doth create.
[Gita, 13:15-16]
God alone, in his Own Incomparable Singleness: is, by Himself, the Uncreated Creator of the whole creation, Eternal in the past, Eternal in the future, Omnipotent, Omniscient, Omnipresent, Indescribable and Inconceivable by all else except Himself.
It is He Who is the Sole Creator of time, space, nature and all that are therein and even beyond.
In comparison with Him all else are but nothing. It is here that God is the Real Pre-existence and all else besides Him exist only by His behest throughout all eternity—an eternity which is also His creation.


1
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The Manifestation of God
Between the Creator and His creation there is a Link called the Manifestation of God Who reveals in every age the Divine Will to the world.
ये पुरु॑षे॒ ब्रह्म॑ वि॒दुस्ते वि॑दुः  परमे॒ष्ठिन॑म्। यो वेद॑ परमे॒ष्ठिनं॒ यश्च॒ वेद॑ प्र॒जाप॑तिम्  ।
ज्ये॒ष्ठं ये ब्राह्म॑णं वि॒दुस्ते॑ स्क॒म्भम॑नु॒संवि॑दुः  ॥
[अथर्ववेद, 10, 7, 17]
Those who know God in His Manifestation through a human being know the One Who dwelleth in the Most Great Abode; He Who knoweth the One Who dwelleth in the Most Great Abode and Who knoweth the Lord of Generations is the Great Knower of God, those who know Him, following Him, know the Pillar very well.
[Atharva Veda, 10, 7, 17]
यस्मि॑न्त्स्त॒ब्ध्वा प्र॒जाप॑तिर्लो॒कान्त्सर्वाँ॒ अधा॑रयत्  ।
स्क॒म्भं तं ब्रू॑हि कत॒मः  स्वि॑दे॒व सः  ॥
[अथर्ववेद, 10, 7, 7]


What is that Pillar with Which the Lord of Generations hath held fast all that is visible?  O, teach us, what is it exactly like?”
[Atharva Veda, 10, 7, 7]
This Pillar is the Divine Religion with which the Lord of Generations holds all within Its All-Encompassing grasp.  This is exquisitely explained in details at length in the same Atharva Veda, 10, in its whole 7th Sukta.
(1)  The Glory of the Creator, (2)  the attributes of the creation, and (3)  The Command of the Creator to His creation, are the Threefold Splendors revealed each time, in His unerring wisdom, by the Manifestation of God in every age in order to instill a new Life, enhance the spiritual growth and cause the people to attain levels higher and higher successively from age to age.
Thus the Manifestation of God is not God in His invisible and unknowable Essence but God in His visible and knowable Glory revealing for every cycle a definite pre-ordained measure of the Infinite Divine Knowledge, after having rendered the same, graspable by and beneficial to mankind.
This way, the Sun of Divinity is reflected in the perfect and sanctified Mirror of the Manifestation illuminating the people as long as they remain turned towards this holy Mirror.


God Himself as He is, being invisible and incomprehensible for us, is only known to us in His Manifestation, in which Station, the Unspeakable talks to us Heart to heart, unveils His Beauty Face to face, and actually guides us, provided we earnestly seek His Refuge, step by step in all our affairs and activities.
The Divine Sun neither comes down from His infinite heights of unknowable and unborn Self-Existence nor does He become so small as to be contained in the Mirror of the Manifestation, nevertheless, we see the Sun in the Mirror and derive all our benefits from the Sun shining from the Mirror.
If we say, looking towards the sun in the Mirror:  “Lo; here is the Sun”, we are not wrong, if the mirror says, “I am not the Sun”, he too is right, and, if the Sun Himself, as manifest in the Mirror, says through the Mirror, “I am the All-Glorious Sun”, He, verily, uttereth nothing but the essence of Truth.
The Manifestation of God is like a radio-television.  Sometimes we hear the sound generated by the vibration of the speakers in the unit, and sometimes we listen to the sweet melodies of the singer and even actually visualise him who is, in himself, seated far far away from us and even from the radio-television.


It is here that the Divine Radio-Television Set, viz., the Manifestation of God, represents a threefold splendor:  (1)  the Voice and the Likeness of God Himself, (2)  the Holy Spirit of the Manifestation Himself through whom God is revealed to man, and (3)  the physical human body of the Manifestation of God or Ishwari Avatar.
यस्मन्न जातः परोऽअन्योऽअस्ति यऽआविवेश भुवनानि विश्वा  ।
 प्रजापतिः प्रजया सँरराणस्त्रीणि ज्योतीँषि सचते स षोडशी  ॥
[यजुर्वेढृ, 8, 36]
The Lord of Generations, the One greater than Whom none else is begotten, the One clad in the attire of Manifestation, entered, inhabiting the worldly abodes, bestowing the richest bliss to the people while living among the people, is the Bearer of the threefold splendor He it is Who possesseth sixteen (‘Kalas’ lit., parts).
[Yajur Veda, 8, 36]
These “sixteen” are the following १६ कलाएं Sixteen Kalas representing the threefold splendor of the Lord of the Generations:
1.	Outwardly the Manifestation of God is a man like anyone else.  He has a body composed of the 5 elements, viz. (1)  पृथ्वी


	earth (2)  जलम्‌ water (3)  अग्नि fire (4) वायु air and (5) आकाश heaven or space, with their energies and the power of attraction called देहात्मा Dehatma.
He has (6)  प्राण life which is the power of growth or vegetative spirit called बेशजात्मा Beshajatma.
He has (7)  all ड्न्द्रिय the senses, and He takes (8)  अन्न food for the maintenance of His animal economy called पाशवात्मा Pashavatma.	Comment by Author: “Animal Kingdom”?
The concept of seven levels of souls
In the Holy books of the world's religions made clear that a human being is made up of a soul and a body.  Let us understand the various levels of souls and see on which level the human soul exists, and what are the qualities of the various levels of souls.
The first one is known as Dehtma or mineral kingdom.  This is the lowest level of Atma (soul).  It is found in the mineral kingdom, which includes the panchatatava—air, water, earth, Fire and space. It has the quality of attraction, the lowest level of love.  This helps to keep all the atoms and molecules of the panchatatava together.  It gives a shape or body to everything.
The second level is Vanaspathi Atma (Vegetable Kingdom). It is the second level of soul in God's creation.  The love that the vanaspathi Atma has to help itself to absorb food from the soil and grow, it is able to reproduce others like itself.  This love helps it to share its qualities.
The third level is Pashavatma (Animal Kingdom). This is a higher level of creation found in the animals.  It has the qualities of deh or body and reproduction.  It also has higher level of love shown through their five Indriyas (senses).  These indriyas help them to show their love for each other by seeing, making sound and hearing, smelling each other, touching and licking each other, they help each other to live through their love for each other.
The fourth level is Manavatma (Human Kingdom).  This soul has all the above three levels of love and higher level of love that is the love of gaining knowledge making inventions and the love for finding the truth.  The gaining of knowledge enables us to recognize and accept the messenger of God for the time in which we live.
The fifth level is Dharmatma (saints kingdom). This soul is created by the bounty of God and efforts of human beings in recognizing the messengers (Avatars) of God.  By following the teachings and laws of the messenger of God. They show their love for messengers and their desire to serve other human beings.  This helps the persons soul to move from the level of manavatma to dharmatma and develop good qualities.
The sixth level is Devatma (Messenger's Kingdom).  This is a spirit (soul) which comes to all the messengers of God.  It brings the love and knowledge of God to mankind through the messengers.  It educates and guides mankind.  It teaches spiritual virtues to mankind.  It is the cause of life for each and every person.
The seventh level is Paramatma (God's Kingdom).  This is the spirit of God himself.  This love is the cause of the whole of creation.  He is the creator and he loves all his creatures including all of mankind, every human being.  This love is the origin of all the love in the world of creation, since God loves every human being.  Then what should we do? Should we love all human beings?  Yes, then how should we do it?

He has (9)  दाक्ति Might or Power to choose right or wrong; it is this power which is called the human spirit मानवात्मा (Manvatma, “human soul”) or अध्यात्म (Adhyatma, “Spirituality”).
He has (10) श्रद्धा Faith in God, Faith in all that God hath revealed through His Manifestation; this is the spirit of Faith धर्मात्मा Dharmatma (“The Righteous One”).
All the above ten Kalas are the attributes of the creation each in accordance with and proportionate to the different degrees of crea-


tion.  All these are possessed by the Manifestation of God.  This is one aspect of the “threefold splendor”.
2.	Another aspect is the Divine Spirit देवात्मा Devatma or the Holy Spirit पवित्रात्मा Pavitratma representing (11)  सत्य a New Truth (12)  ज्ञान a greater Knowledge (13)  इक्षण unprecedented Thought (14)  कर्म [karma] a newly revealed Plan of action or deeds and (15)  मंत्र [mantra] the Holy Utterances or the Divine Command.
The third and the greatest of them all is the aspect of God Himself परमात्मा Paramatma represented by (16)  नाम Name, and that is all.
God, verily, is the most manifest of the manifest and yet the most hidden of the hidden.
अवजानन्ति मां मूढा मानुषीं तनुमाश्रितम्  |
परं भावमजानन्तो मम भूतमहेश्वरम्  ||
[श्रीमद् भगवद् गीता 9, 11]
The foolish disregard Me when clad I in a human body; they know naught My supreme nature, I am the Great Lord of beings.
[Shrimad Bhagavad Gita, 9, 11.


अहं रुद्राय धनुरा तनोमि ब्रह्मद्विषे शरवे हन्तवा उ  ।
अहं जनाय समदं कृणोम्यहं द्यावापृथिवी आ विवेश  ॥
[अथर्ववेद, 4, 30.5]
I stretch bow for the howling in order to kill the tyrant and also enemies of the Great God; I create all happiness for the people, I enter, prevailed in Heaven and earth, clad in the attire of Manifestation.
[Atharva Veda, 4, 30, 5]
यदा यदा हि धर्मस्य ग्लानिर्भवति भारत  ।
अभ्युत्थानमधर्मस्य तदात्मानं सृजाम्यहम्  ॥
परित्राणाय साधूनां विनाशाय च दुष्कृताम्  ।
धर्मसंस्थापनार्थाय सम्भवामि युगे युगे  ॥
[श्रीमद् भगवद् गीता 4:7–8]
From time to time whenever there occurs a downfall of religion, O Bharat (Arjuna), and the rise of irreligion, it is then that I send forth My spirit.
For the protection of those who achieve Me, for the destruction of the wicked-doers, and for firmly establishing the Religion, manifest I Myself from age to age,
[Gita 4:7–8]
जब जब होइ धरम के हानि,
बाड़हि असुर अधम अभिमानी  ।


तब तब प्रभु घरि बिबिघ सरौरा,
हरहिं कृपानिधि सज्जन-पीरा ।
असुर मारि थापहि सुरन्ह राखहिं निज ख्रति-सेतु ।
जग बिस्तारहि बिसद जस राम-जनम कर हेतु  ॥
[तुलसी कृत रामचरित मानस, बालकाण्ड, प्रथम सोपान, 129]
From time to time whenever Religion is decreased, and the unholy, the irreligious, the haughty people increase, the Lord adopteth a body different from time to time, removeth, through His infinite bounties, the calamities of the good people, destroyeth the unholy, establisheth Holiness and protecteth the Chain (Bridge) of His Own sacred knowledge and diffuseth His immaculate Glory in the world.  The same is the motive of His Holiness Rama’s descent”.
[Tulsi Ramayan Bal-Kand, 1st. Sopan, 129]
Religion is the greatest support which resuscitates human beings through the instrumentality of the spiritual life of Faith in God which means Faith in whatsoever God has revealed through His Manifestation, as there is no other way of knowing the Will of God on earth.
वेदा॒हमे॒तं पुरु॑षं म॒हान्त॑मादि॒त्यव॑र्णं॒ तम॑सः  प॒रस्ता॑त्  ।
तमे॒व वि॑दि॒त्वाति॑ मृ॒त्युमे॑ति॒ नान्यः  पन्था॑ विद्य॒तेऽय॑नाय  ॥


प्र॒जाप॑तिश्च॒रति॒ गर्भे॑ऽअ॒न्तरजा॑यमानो बहु॒धा वि जा॑यते  ।
तस्य॒ योनिं॒ परि॑ पश्यन्ति॒ धीरा॒स्तस्मि॑न् ह तस्थु॒र्भुव॑नानि॒ विश्वा॑  ॥
[विश्वा ॥—यजुर्वेद, 31, 18–19]
I Know that Most Great Ruler Who like the brilliancy of the Sun, is beyond darkness; having known Him alone is crossed the mortal stage; no way is known for going but This.
The Essentially unmanifestable moveth within, the Lord of Generations vividly manifesteth Himself repeatedly; the steadfast behold from all sides the Abode of the Original Cause; in That abide the worlds of the universe.
[Yajur-Veda, 31, 18–19
The Manifestation of God is the Meeting Point of God beyond and the man on earth.
It is the Manifestation of God Who gives us the Divine Knowledge not only theoretically but also in practice by actually living a Human life exactly in accordance with what He teaches us to do.
The Manifestation of God is thus a Practical Experiment conducted from time to time by God himself in the laboratory of the world in order to give us lessons of His supreme Will.


God wants us to love one another.  The Manifestation of God, on one hand, in His Capacity as the sole Mouthpiece of God, commands us to love one another, and, on the other hand, in his capacity as a simple human being, he actually loves us and demonstrates the meaning of love in action and even the way through which we can love one another.  So much so, that while actually loving us he is confronted with bitter oppositions and surrounded by severe afflictions and tortures which he patiently bears and thus teaches us yet another lesson of ‘Patience and forbearance’ in our lives.
God wants us to be rooted in truth.  The Manifestation of God, on one hand, proclaims this Divine Commandment to us, and, on the other, he, in his capacity as a man like us, lives an actual human life of truthfulness and piety.  So that we may not say or be led to think that truthfulness and piety belong only to God, or that they are the utopia, or that it is humanly impossible to live a life of truthfulness and piety at all.
Whatever lesson God wants to teach us He makes the Manifestation of God to first put it in action in His own human life as a perfect example and thus prove to mankind beyond doubt that the particular Teaching is humanly possible, and, therefore, each and every human being can do it, provided he or she cares to copy diligently the human life


and the manly aspect of the Manifestation of God.
यद्यदाचरति श्रेष्ठस्तत्तदेवेतरो जन:  ।
स यत्प्रमाणं कुरुते लोकस्तदनुवर्तते  ॥
न मे पार्थास्ति कर्तव्यं त्रिषु लोकेषु किञ्चन  ।
नानवाप्तमवाप्तव्यं वर्त एव च कर्मणि  ॥
यदि ह्यहं न वर्तेयं जातु कर्मण्यतन्द्रित:  ।
मम वर्त्मानुवर्तन्ते मनुष्या: पार्थ सर्वश: ॥
उत्सीदेयुरिमे लोका न कुर्यां कर्म चेदहम्  ।
सङ्करस्य च कर्ता स्यामुपहन्यामिमा: प्रजा:  ॥
[गीता 3:21–24]
Whatsoever the Most Great Man doeth, the other people also do. It is He Who setteth forth the Standard, by That the people go.
Neither the least work is there in the three worlds, O Partha (lit. son of earth), which should be done by Me, nor is there any unobtained thing which should be obtained; I still occupy Myself in action.
Should I not always occupy Myself, the Unwearied, in action the people all round, O Partha, follow My path.
Were I not to perform action, these


people would be destroyed; and, in that case, I would become the author of confusion, and I would slay these generations.”
[Gita 3:21–24]
The Manifestation of God is thrown amid unspeakable tests and trials.  He is surrounded by countless oppressions and tyrannies.  He is left all alone as a man to encounter all these and to face bravely, patiently and with exemplary steadfastness and ultimately to emerge out as a victor proving the triumph of His Teachings which are not utopia but a great practicable Plan and an actually workable Programme for the betterment of mankind.  Those who follow Him with unwavering Faith, love, devotion and unswerving active obedience are the persons called the re-born द्विज (Dwij, “twice-born”), or resurrected or a New Creation after a Pralaya which was the annihilation of the Spiritual Life or Divine Religion in mankind.
This way the Spiritual Day and night, Birth and death, Creation and annihilation, Glory and abasement, Light and gloom, Religion and irreligion, come and go forming ages and cycles in the Spiritual World of mankind the resemblance of which is the visible day and night and the turning round of this planet—our earth ball.
The Manifestation of God is the Most Great Care and the Incomparable Facility.


provided to us by the Divine Providence out of His sheer and most great compassion on us.
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The three Existences
There are three kinds of Existences:
1.	The existence of God Himself Who is All Alone abiding in His Own Place which is much Holy above all places and spaces created by Him, above all times, mentions, utterances, signs, descriptions, definitions, heights and depths.  He Himself is the only self-existent One and the uncreated Creator of all.  It is He Who is birthless, shapeless and peerless, unknowable, incomprehensible and unimaginable.  He is the Only pre-existent Cause of all causes. He, thus, is the First and the incomparable kind of Existence.
2.	The existence of the Manifestation of God is also called the Drawing-Point of the Will of God or the Horizon for the Divine Sun. The Manifestation of God is especially created by God as a Holy Mirror to reflect the Divine Attributes, Glory and Authority


	on earth.  It is through the Manifestation of God that God reveals His Will, Knowledge, Command, Intention, Mercy, Justice, Wrath, Love, Mysteries, Truth, Splendours, the Divine Method of living pious life, and what not, exactly in accordance with the requirements and exigencies of mankind age after age.  This is how the Manifestation of God is categorised as the second kind of existence.
3.	The world of creation, consists of creations ranging from (1)  mineral, (2)  vegetable, (3)  animal, and (4)  human, to (5)  the spirit of Faith.  This is the third category of existence.  (1)  mineral, (2)  vegetable, (3)  animal and (4)  the human body are all ruled by nature, but the human spirit and the spirit of Faith fall under the jurisdiction of the Divine Law which is above nature.
The human spirit which is originally dark is in the third category of existence called the world of creation.  The Manifestation of God is the Light which comes from the First and the Only Original Source of all sources—God.  In comparison with light the darkness is death.  This fact is the essence of truth which each and every human soul must conscientiously know and wilfully recognize.  Should the mirror of the spirit of man be cleansed, polished and placed facing the Manifestation of God, it would, no doubt, reflect the rays of the Divine Commandments in practical life and be


illumined thereby.  It is at this juncture that we can safely say that the spirit of Faith has actually entered into a human being.  To acquire this spirit of Faith is the first and the foremost duty of each and every human being which he or she should voluntarily and painstakingly perform.  This is the supreme truth in life which should be independently investigated, thoroughly understood, sincerely acknowledged and translated into actual practical life, as without realizing this truth the human soul remains in perpetual darkness.  It is this which has been unequivocally proclaimed by the Upanishada in the form of a prayer:
असतो मा सद्गमय  ।
तमसो मा ज्योतिर्गमय  ।
मृत्योर्माऽमृतं गमय  ॥
[Sanskrit shloka from the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad]
From truthlessness, O, lead me to the truth; From gloom, O, lead me to Thy Kindly Light; From mortality, O, lead me to Immortality.
There are two main stages in which the human spirit can move:  one, the stage of death controlled by nature, and, the other, the stage of life which is supernatural.  In the stage of death there are again three sub-stages:  (1)  mineral, (2)  vegetable, and (3)  animal.  When the spirit of man detaches his heart and mind from these baser stages of


earthly appetite and sensual entanglements, he becomes undefiled and fit for the reception of the spirit of Faith which belongs to the higher stage—the stage of spiritual Life.
Our crossing the stage of death and acquiring immortality is only through the kindly Light of Truth which comes from the Manifestation of God on earth.  To attain to Him is to have complete Faith in and unreserved obedience to whatsoever Commandments have been revealed through the Manifestation of God.  Spirit of Faith is a link between the Holy Spirit of the Manifestation of God and the human spirit.
The human spirit is like a mirror.  The first requisite is to cleanse the mirror from all worldly defilements and polish the same to the extent in which it becomes worthy, so that the rays of the Sun of Truth may be reflected in it.  The second requisite is to turn the mirror towards the Sun.  This is simply because of the fact that howsoever clean and polished the mirror may be it is in itself the dark substance.  It gets Light only through the rays of the Sun of Truth. To turn towards the Sun of Truth is to have complete Faith in the Manifestation of God, to learn His Commandments devotedly, practically and unreservedly each time whenever the Manifestation of God appears on earth and establishes the Pillar of His religion in the world.


This is what has been vividly and most emphatically repeated over and over again in each Holy Book by every Manifestation of God in many a nation and during all down the ages.
This is the Way.  This is the Path.  This is called the Religion.  This is the Pillar.  This is the Will of God on earth.  This is the Command of God proclaimed and re-proclaimed.  This is the Mercy of the All-Merciful showered in the past and shall be successively showered all through the future forever and ever more.  This is the irrevocable Law of God for mankind.
Nothing else, nothing less and nothing beyond.  There is no other go but this:
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Follow the latest command
सर्वगुह्यतमं भूय: शृणु मे परमं वच:  ।
इष्टोऽसि मे दृढमिति ततो वक्ष्यामि ते हितम्  ॥
मन्मना भव मद्भक्तो मद्याजी मां नमस्कुरु  ।
मामेवैष्यसि सत्यं ते प्रतिजाने प्रियोऽसि मे  ॥
सर्वधर्मान्परित्यज्य मामेकं शरणं व्रज  ।
अहं त्वां सर्वपापेभ्यो मोक्षयिष्यामि मा शुच:  ॥
[गीता 18:64–6]


Listen thou again to my Supreme, the Most Hidden Word, favourite art thou to Me, and steadfast of heart, I shall, therefore, speak for thy benefit.
Merge thy mind in Me, be My devotee, sacrifice thyself to Me, prostrate thyself to Me, thou shalt surely come up to Me.  I pledge thee My Truth; beloved art thou to Me.
Thoroughly abandoning all religions come thou unto Me alone for shelter; it is I who will liberate thee from all sins.
[Shrimad Bhagwat Gita, 18:64–66]
We do not speak here in terms of this religion or that religion.  According to God the Religion is man’s strict obedience and unconditional surrender to whatsoever is revealed by and through His Manifestation each time to the world.  God’s Will is not to be questioned.  Because His Will is All-Merciful.  He loves us much more than what we can ever hope to love ourselves.  We, in our ignorance and spiritual darkness, do not appreciate what is good for us and cannot give up what is not good for us.  By Faith in the Manifestation of God we get spiritual Light.  By that Light we are enabled to gain the spiritual Knowledge.  The knowledge of Truth gladdens our hearts and thus strengthens us to do as we know.  Once we are stirred up to righteous deeds in exact obedience to the revealed Will of God our


lives develop by leaps and bounds in complete harmony with the Divine life as practically demonstrated by the Manifestation of God in His human life.
This condition is called the Kingdom of God on earth or Sat Yug—the Golden Age of Truth—which is first established in the hearts and minds of the individuals, and then gradually, as and how the number of such Kingdom-holder-humans, the bearers of Sat-Yug, increase, the world, shall become a new world, a better world, a Glorious World, a “BHAHI WORLD”.
???
???
[सामवेद, उत्तराचिक, 3, 2-2-12-1-3/1385]
O Exalted Fire!  O Thou Merged in BHAH (Glory)!  Rise Thou regularly shining out brilliantly Thine Own progressively blazing Light; make the world particularly and especially BHAHI and never-getting-old
[Sam Veda, Uttarchika, 6, 2-2-12-1-3/1385]	Comment by Author: 3?
A Manifestation of God is All-Glorious and is God turned towards us in His Kindly Light.  But, we get this Light only when we turn towards Him, and not when we turn our backs against Him.  When we face the Manifestation of God it is our Day and when


we are in deep slumber spiritually it is as if we have turned our backs against Him, this is our night of the soul.  Whenever the number of these night-souls is increased in abundance the spiritual darkness is prevalent in the world, such an age is called the Kali Yug or the Period of Gloom or strife.  The whole spiritual life-process is basically reversed in that period, and hence, calamities, clashes, afflictions, tyrannies and even the Wrath of God come upon the people.
It is at such a critical hour of distress that the Pitier of the downtrodden, the Patita-Pavan, the Liberator of the sinners, makes Himself manifest in this world through the instrumentality of a Perfect Human being, and once again the Day of God dawns on earth for Good.
But, alas, the persons of haughty, fastidious, obstinate, vehement, lethargic, retrogressive, aggressive, and such evil tendencies disobey the newly revealed Commandments of God in every age, refuse to partake of fresh Mercy of God, and thus, spontaneously invite their own annihilation.
It is this which has been symbolically described by Atharva Veda, 10:8-23, when it said that:
He is called the Ancient, He again be-cometh New Today; (similarly), day and


night are generated, (this and that are) semblances of one another.
[Atharva Veda, 10:8–23.
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Divine arrangement of human affairs
The Most Ancient, the Essentially Pre-Existent aspect of God, while still remaining hidden in His Own invisible, unknowable and unattainable Entity, makes His other aspect of Manifestation to appear before men as a man, so that men may not be afraid of Him, they can love Him intimately, discuss with Him their problems and thus give Him a chance to arrange the affairs of their lives and establish a peacefully working order on earth.  This is the sole purpose of the Manifestation of God in this world age after age.
In every age the same ancient Sun of Truth generates and gives out new rays of Teachings, Laws and Commandments, as He is the Un-Exhausting Creator.  He is never fatigued like human mortals.
At the same time His sole Unchanging Law of Love lives permanently ever-new and ever-green everywhere.  No changes and chances of the ages and nations and no revolutions of conditions, howsoever drastic they


may happen to be, can even hope to frustrate this ever-advancing universal Law of Love.
In fact, it is for the protection and progress of this fundamental Law of Love that a set of subsidiary laws suitable to every particular age is framed by God in His inscrutable wisdom and revealed through His Own Manifestation of Love to Mankind.
According to this Law of Love, God loves Himself as also God loves His creation; we the creatures should also therefore, love God and at the same time love one another among ourselves.
This is what has always been taught to us right from the time of Rig Ved, the Most Ancient-Known and still extant Command of God on earth:

OCR software unable to recognise the text in the image
The image you provided contains a passage written in Sanskrit. Here is the transcription of the text:
सङ्गच्छध्वं सं वदध्वं सं वो मनाँसि जानताम्  ।
देवा भागं यथा पूर्वे सञ्जानाना उपासते  ॥
समानो मन्त्रः  समितिः समानी समान मनः  सह चित्तमेषाम्  ।
समानं मन्त्रमभिः  मन्त्रये वः  समानेन वो हविषा जुहोमि। समानी व आकूतिः समाना हृदयानि वः  ।
समानमस्तु वो मनोयथा ब:  सुसहासति  ॥
[ऋग्वेद खण्ड ७, अष्टक ५, मण्डल १०, अ० ५, व० ४६/३, अ० १०—मंत्र संख्या २, ३ तथा ४]	Comment by Author: Should be carefully checked


Like the enlightened ones of the past who used to acquire their share in unity, live ye all in harmony with one another, consort in loving sweetness with all, be one in thought and in knowledge.
Let mind-protecting Divine Commandment be equal to all, let there be equal co-mingling of ye all, let all their minds be as one mind, their attentions be in one accord.  I command ye all to be equal under One Holy Command, I bring ye up all alike offering Myself as a sacrifice.
Be united in your purpose, let your hearts be as one heart, minds of all as one mind, so that your affairs may be co-operatively well-organised.
[Rig Veda, Khand 7, Ashtak VIII, Mandal 10, 8-49/3, 10-191, verses 2–4]
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The love-seed grows
The Law of Love is the fundamental law of all religions whenever and wherever they have been revealed.  As it is an ever-living Law of God, it has got the power of growth which makes it ever progressive non-stop.  Any cessation thereof would mean death.


In pre-historic ages individual human beings lived isolated one from another.  At that time every individual’s love of his or her own-self kept all the limbs of his or her physical body in perfect unity and living health.  That was the sphere of love in action in those days of the infancy of mankind; and that was the limit of understanding of the individual human beings at that time.  Even at that time each human being incessantly felt himself and herself deficient in and by himself and herself.  It is only God Who is perfect in Himself and by Himself, and nothing else.  What was deficient in man is deposited in woman and what was lacking in her was created by God in man. This made man and woman interdependent, and hence, an irrepressible urge of a wider unity—the love of man and woman—was an established fact.  This love, with all its resultant factors and paraphernalia, just as the institution and chastity of marriage, honesty with one another, proper care and rearing up of the children, children’s obedience to their parents, respect to elder brothers and sisters, parents’ duty of compassion towards children, sweet relations between families-in-law, etc., etc., was taught by the Manifestations of God which is still found recorded in the ancient Holy Scriptures intact. Even how to take bath, how to sit and eat, how to sleep, how to talk and many other points were taught in the ancient Divine Books of Laws.  This was the changeable aspect of the Religion of God, as it


pertained to the worldly affairs of man which always advanced along with the changing conditions of mankind.  The unchangeable aspect was the knowledge that there is a God, and that God is One, Unknowable, Indivisible, Non-Multiple, Pre-Existent, Ever-lasting Creator of the whole creation; that from Him we have all come and unto Him shall we all return, that He, out of His Love and compassion, sends on earth His Manifestation from age to age with His sole Authority to Whom we must all bow down in utter and loving submissiveness; as His Divine Authority is Absolute and unchallengeable, and that obedient devotees shall be generously rewarded by God and upon the deniers of His Manifestation in every age shall come the wrath of God and they will be severely chastised for their disobedience.
This was coupled with a few prescriptions for prayers, fasting and such other ceremonies suitable to the then capacities and circumstances of the people meant for the spiritual upliftment of individual human souls.
Under this Divine Code of laws remained humanity for a time developing itself gradually to the levels beyond the confines of family-hood.  As separate individuals, different families also found each one in itself deficient and in want of resources possessed by other families.


At human souls, without Divine Guidance, are dark in themselves, they started grabbing other’s properties for making up their own deficiencies, and tortured and butchered others who stubbornly refused to part with their possessions. There were feudal-fights and family clashes which destroyed morals in the human beings, and mankind wandered away from the Divine Path of Love—the fundamental Law of Religion.
This necessitated (1)  on one hand the re-establishment of love, the Essence of Religion, and (2)  on the other, the extension of the sphere of action for the Law of Love, from family-hood to the City-State merging within itself all the families forming one solid unit.  Such Laws were revealed by the then Manifestation of God as could create a perfect shell in which humanity could safely evolve to higher levels of life, both in the earthly and the Spiritual realms.
Again, the life-force of Love rushed forth and the boundaries of City-State were over-thrown.  That was, in fact, a heading forward towards a still wider unity. But, alas, the discarding of the divinely prescribed spiritual virtues by human mortals became the cause of warfare and miseries.  Once again, the Law of Love re-asserted itself through the Manifestation of God Who gave a larger set of Laws which could effectively establish nation-building on one hand, and the individual purification of human souls on the other.


All this was until yesterday.  Today a still wider condition exists.  Mankind as a whole is not at all living in a national age.
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This global age
The whole human race, knowingly or unknowingly, is living at present in a global age, though collectively yet not lovingly.  Hence, the very foundation of the Religion of God is destroyed in the human life and soul as a whole.
We say that we believe in some religion or the other, but, what we actually mean by the word religion is diametrically opposed to the Religion of God.  God never wanted us to believe in this religion or that religion and haughtily hate others.  God never wanted us to break His Divine Religion into hundreds and thousands of sects, sub-sects and petty-sub-sects with the followers of each small group thinking themselves to be the only supreme people on earth and all other as demoniacal.  God never wanted us to divide ourselves in countless water-tight compartments.  God never wanted us to turn our prayers to the darkened horizons, to utterly neglect the broad foundation of God’s sacred Laws, to grow unmindful of the Merits and Virtues of His Holy Religion and regard only certain customs, conventions, ceremonies, rituals, dogmas,


signs, symbols, murmur of a few verses, etc., etc., to be our supreme attainments of the glorious pinnacle of spiritual prosperity.  God never wanted us to fall down from the Universal Law of Love to the nethermost depths of pride and prejudice, hatred and vainglory, heedlessness and easy-going, grabbing and looting, warfare and bloodshed.  In fact, God never wanted us to do anything of what we are doing today.  Should we have our inner eyes opened we would surely behold our pitiable and lamentable spiritual downfall to the extreme in the minutest analysis of each and all our thoughts, words and deeds.
This insight was granted by God to many a blessed Saints and Divine Seers of the past who foresaw thousands of years ago the actual conditions of this age and recorded the same by way of prophecies in their Books of predictions.  They are innumerable.  We read them.  We know them.  We even realise that these prophecies are proved to be word-by-word true, and, yet, alas, a myriad times alas, that we do not open our spiritual eyes, we do not try in the least to radically change our ways and views, and thus better our conditions by paying sincere attention to the latest Revelation of the Will of God on earth.
We would not recount all the scriptural and other countless prophecies and predictions


over here. Only a few will suffice as our eye- openers.
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Shri Ramchandraji’s prophecies
There is a bird’s-eye view of Kali-Yug (the Strife-Age) Shown more than five thousand years ago by Shri Ramchandraji, Himself the Manifestation of God, to, and after having been described by Kag Bhushundi to Garuda as recorded in Uttar Kand of the Holy Ramayana as follows:
Listen to the treasury of Knowledge, O Knower of God!  I am telling you something about the affairs of the Kali-Yug (the Age of quarrel, the strife-period, the Iron-Age) as visioned by me.
The sins of Kali-Yug have swallowed all religions, all the Sacred Books are concealed.  The hypocrite imposters have promulgated a number of creeds which they themselves had invented out of their own vain imaginings.
The people had all fallen a prey to delusions and all pious deeds had been swallowed up by greed and evil passions.
The right course for every individual is that which one takes a fancy to; a man of erudition is he who plays the braggart.


Whoever launches spurious undertakings and is given over to hypocrisy, him does every one call a saint.
He alone is clever who robs another of his wealth; he who puts up false appearances is an ardent follower of established usage.
He who is given to lying and is expert at joking is spoken of as a man of piety in the Kali-Age.
He who is a reprobate and has lazily abandoned the path of the Vedas is a person called the possessor of divine knowledge and the renouncer of the world in the Kali-Yug.
He whose nails are long and locks of matted hair spread undressed is renowned as a devoted ascetic at the time of Kali.
They who are of maleficent conduct and causers of harms to others are held in great esteem and glorified.
The babblers and liars at heart, in deeds and words are eulogised as great orators in the Kali-Age.
Men are infatuated and dominated by women, O Gosai, and, to the feminine tune, dance and trot like monkeys controlled by their trainers.


People are given over to sensuality, greed and irascibility and are hostile to God, His devotees, Divine knowledge and Saints.
The disciple and the preceptor severally resemble a deaf and a blind, the one would not listen, while the other cannot see.
A spiritual guide who robs his disciple of money but fails to rid him of his sorrow is cast into the nethermost hell-fire.
Parents call their children and teach them such religion as may fill their belly.
Men and women talk much and high-sounding about the Divine Knowledge and yet in their greed for a worthless shell, they would kill the righteous and even their own spiritual guides.
The person who doth not see any difference between him and God is considered as the possessor of knowledge, this is the characteristic condition and practise of the quarrel-some age, Kali-yug, foreseen by me.
Doomed themselves, such people bring ruin even to those rare souls who tread the path of truth.
Each and every person who polluteth the Vedas by dints of logic is condemned for each


one of his logics, to a hell for ages and cycles together.
All persons follow the courses of conduct at the dictates of their own vain imaginings; the endless variety of wrong-doings find no words horrible enough to cover the atrocities.
There are illegitimate admixtures everywhere; and the people, infringing the Sacred Laws, divide against themselves.
They perpetrate sins and reap fear, disease, grief, separation and desolation.
Overcome by delusion and selfish motives, the people walk not in the path of devotion to God consistent with the accumulated discriminations pointed out by the well-experienced persons whose hearts are detached from the world—a path which has the approval of the Vedas—and fabricate countless ways and diverse creeds of their own.
Overwhelming wealth is accumulated in the abodes of the detached sages, the prostitutes have snatched away the wealth as also the health and strength.
The detached bachelors, sages and ascetics are enormously wealthy, whereas the married and earning people are poor!  O God!


What an unspeakably astonishing is this fact taking place in the Kali Yug!
Sons obey their parents only till they do not bring mates in their homes.
As soon as a man starts loving his wife’s family, his own parents and family appear before him as his enemies.
Kings and rulers have become slaves to their sins, having fined and tyrannised their subjects increasingly every day.
Monied people, though churl and wretched, are honoured as nobles.
The sign of the re-born (Brahmin) is the so-called sacred thread he wears and of the ascetic his nakedness.
The multitude of poets is increased, and no generous one to reward them; they are exaggerating to the extent unheard of in the world, so much so that not a single poet is counted as a strictly-metred one in virtues and piety.
There are famines again and again, the poor people starve and die.
Listen, O Khagesh!  There are duplicities, perversities, deceits, obstinacies, haughtiness, hatred, heterodoxy, heresy, hypocrisy, flattery,


concupiscence, infatuation, arrogance, beating, drunkenness, etc. etc., prevailing all throughout the world.
People have adopted, with unholy motives, muttering of Holy Verses, penance, offering of sacrifice, fasting, alms-giving; Divine Bounties are not showered on earth; seeds sown do not yield food.
The foolish wish for happiness and do not attach themselves to Religion.  Small-mindedness, stony heartedness, and un-humbleness (no-softness) prevail.
People are afflicted with diseases and maladies.  No proper feeding.  Pride and antagonism for nothing.
None finds his own faults, nor is there any cool-headedness.  High and low caste people, all are begging.
Jealousy, sword-like words, covetousness overflow equally in all those who go astray.
Alms-giving is due to pride, there is no trace of mercy at all. Readings are full of materialism.
Men and women everywhere are their own body-feeders, Slanderers of others are spread throughout the world.”


58
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Markandeya Rishi’s predictions
Yudhishthir, five thousand years back, asked questions regarding Kali Yuga, and Markandeya Rishi replied as recorded in “Maha-Bharata”:
At the end of Kali Yug there shall be great revolutions in the society … people will begin to doubt the life after death.  Irreligion will be rampant. …  All will malign each other in order to praise themselves.  Religion will be vanquished by irreligion, truth by falsehood, kings by slaves and men by women.  Pious people will be short-lived and miserable, and the impious will be long-lived and wealthy.  Religion will be annihilated and sins will prevail all over.
Talkativeness will be considered as the sign of culture.
People will not respect their oral promises and their oaths.  Greedy, cruel and bandit-like kings will grab the wealth, properties and women of their subjects.  Extremes of cold, heat, mist, wind, rain, hunger, thirst, plagues, dissensions and worries will cause great human suffering. …  Monied people will be considered of good clan and breed, virtuous and noble.  They alone will be highly respected. Poverty will be consi-


dered as a sign of impiety.  Earning members of the families will be so overtaxed that they would amass wealth by deceitful means.  A little wealth will swell people’s heads with pride and boasting; ….
Brute-force will be considered as the only criterion for justice and religion.
Brother will be dishonest to his brother.  No one will befriend another.  None will do good even to his friend without the expectation of money.  Friendship will be maintained only for pastime.  Husband will recognise his wife to be his only friend. …  Crows will increase and crow the whole time. …  In order to earn their livelihood men will travel round the world.  The whole earth will be trodden by all castes and classes of people. …  Merchants will be greedy and will deceive their customers. …  Travellers not finding food, water and refuge will sleep on public thoroughfares.
Learned priests will hide the Truth.  No one would be able to understand the correct meaning of the Scriptures.  The vain-glorious priests, having forsaken righteousness, misinterpret the Holy Scriptures.  Talkativeness will be considered a sign of learning.  The priest will, in the name of religion, entrap the people.
The whole world will be full of evil-


thinkers. …  Many evil-thinkers will become kings and rulers.  They will fleece the people through falsehood, dishonesty, injustice and tyrannical laws.  Ultimately they will fight with each other and they will attempt to destroy one another.  At such a time as this there will be cataclysmic world wars, universal conflagrations and world calamities.
Beloved brothers and sisters!  The signs of the present age show us well the fast approaching end of the age of gloom and strife.  After every gloom there is a light . As an unfailing law of nature the day must follow the night.  The Divine Religion must be re-established and the whole human race collectively must find rest and upliftment, love and spiritual Unity.
Today we are facing global problems, and, hence we must have global solutions, a planet-wide plan for peace and progress, a smooth working order encompassing the whole earth.  No smaller unities or narrower outlook can in any way solve any of our complex problems burning throughout the whole world.
वसुधैव कुटुम्बकम् (“The whole world is but one family”) is the Divine Dictum we all must conscientiously recognize, unhesitatingly profess and unflinchingly put into practice in all walks of our daily life right from now on.
The Divine Call of the Law of Love today is universal and nothing less.
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The march of love continues
The undivided and unselfish Spiritual Love, marching from victory to victory age after age from isolated individuals to family-units, from family units to city-states, from city states to nation building, and from nation-building to international-units, has, for the first time in the annals of human life on this planet, pressed forward in its full bloom to the whole world penetrating each and every corner and embracing all the departments of human activities in this century.
Today we have to form this whole world as one solid unit.  Might be, our next step, after a thousand years or so, would bring about an inter-global unity, a still wider range for the functioning of the Holy Law of Spiritual Love.
The only right method of re-establishing and spreading genuine and mutual love in the hearts is the peaceful, loving, dynamic, spiritual Renaissance of mankind as a whole.  Unless and until this is effected no permanent world-peace, no true happiness, no real spiritual, mental and material progress is going to come.  This is simply because of the fact, that the roots of the evil tree of all our present-day problems have gone deep into the very hearts and minds and souls of the people all


throughout the world with its manifold ramifications in our religious, economic, social and political life.
This evil tree of problems must be thoroughly uprooted in order to establish a living universal peace having a completely warless world, a smoothly running economic world order, an undivided planet-wide human society, and the spiritual and religious unity of mankind as a whole, all sprung up from the innermost consciousness of the fundamental Universal Unity of the Religion of God.
This is the only radical cure of all our diseases and maladies in this global age.  Without this, all other patching up work, here and there, whether local, national or even international, is doomed to fail.
Sooner or later we all must of a necessity realize this supreme fact of the day we live in.  The sooner the better.  Let us do our duty conscientiously before it is too late, so that we may not have to repent after losing the Blessed opportunity offered by the Divine will of God on earth in this age for us.
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God heals the world
This is the call of God in this age:
That which the Lord hath ordained as


the sovereign remedy and mightiest instrument for the healing of all the world is the union of all its peoples in one universal Cause, one common Faith.  This can in no wise be achieved except through the power of a skilled, an all-powerful and inspired Physician.  This, verily, is the truth, and all else naught but error.[footnoteRef:2] [2: 	Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 255.] 

O friends!  It behoveth you to refresh and revive your souls through the gracious favors which in this Divine, this soul-stirring Springtime are being showered upon you.  The Day Star of His great glory hath shed its radiance upon you, and the clouds of His limitless grace have overshadowed you.  How high the reward of him that hath not deprived himself of so great a bounty, nor failed to recognize the beauty of his Best-Beloved in this, His new attire.  Watch over yourselves, for the Evil One is lying in wait, ready to entrap you.  Gird yourselves against his wicked devices, and, led by the light of the name of the All-Seeing God, make your escape from the darkness that surroundeth you.  Let your vision be world-embracing, rather than confined to your own self.  The Evil One is he that hindereth the rise and obstructeth the spiritual progress of the children of men.
… Through each and every one of the verses which the Pen of the Most High hath revealed, the doors of love and unity have


been unlocked and flung open to the face of men. …  Consort with the followers of all religions in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship.[footnoteRef:3] [3: 	idem, p. 94.] 

It is not his to boast who loveth his country, but it is his who loveth the world.[footnoteRef:4] [4: 	idem, p. 95.] 

Mankind in its entirety must firmly adhere to whatsoever hath been revealed and vouchsafed unto it.  Then and only then will it attain unto true liberty.  The whole earth is illuminated with the resplendent glory of God's Revelation.[footnoteRef:5] [5: 	idem, p. 96.] 

Be ye as the fingers of one hand, the members of one body. ….
Consider the mercy of God and His gifts.  He enjoineth upon you that which shall profit you, though He Himself can well dispense with all creatures.  Your evil doings can never harm Us, neither can your good works profit Us.  We summon you wholly for the sake of God.  To this every man of understanding and insight will testify.[footnoteRef:6] [6: 	idem, p. 140.] 

He Who is your Lord, the All-Merciful, cherisheth in His heart the desire of beholding the entire human race as one soul and one body.[footnoteRef:7] [7: 	idem, p. 214.] 



The Great Being saith:  O ye children of men!  The fundamental purpose animating the Faith of God and His Religion is to safeguard the interests and promote the unity of the human race, and to foster the spirit of love and fellowship amongst men. Suffer it not to become a source of dissension and discord, of hate and enmity.  This is the straight Path, the fixed and immovable foundation.  Whatsoever is raised on this foundation, the changes and chances of the world can never impair its strength, nor will the revolution of countless centuries undermine its structure.  Our hope is that the world's religious leaders and the rulers thereof will unitedly arise for the reformation of this age and the rehabilitation of its fortunes.[footnoteRef:8] [8: 	idem, pp. 215–6.] 

Be pure, O people of God, be pure; be righteous, be righteous ….[footnoteRef:9] [9: 	idem, p. 287.  Author’s emphasis.] 
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The prerequisites of world peace
The Great Being, wishing to reveal the prerequisites of the peace and tranquillity of the world and the advancement of its peoples, hath written:  The time must come when the imperative necessity for the holding of a vast, an all-embracing assemblage of men will be universally realized.  The rulers and kings of the earth must needs attend it, and, participating in its deliberations, must consider such ways and means as will lay the foundations of


the world’s Great Peace amongst men.  Such a peace demandeth that the Great Powers should resolve, for the sake of the tranquillity of the peoples of the earth, to be fully reconciled among themselves.  Should any king take up arms against another, all should unitedly arise and prevent him.  If this be done, the nations of the world will no longer require any armaments, except for the purpose of preserving the security of their realms and of maintaining internal order within their territories.  This will ensure the peace and composure of every people, government and nation.  We fain would hope that the kings and rulers of the earth, the mirrors of the gracious and almighty name of God, may attain unto this station, and shield mankind from the onslaught of tyranny.[footnoteRef:10] [10: 	idem, p. 248.] 

The day is approaching when all the peoples of the world will have adopted one universal language and one common script.  When this is achieved, to whatsoever city a man may journey, it shall be as if he were entering his own home.  These things are obligatory and absolutely essential.  It is incumbent upon every man of insight and understanding to strive to translate that which hath been written into reality and action. …  That one indeed is a man who, today, dedicateth himself to the service of the entire human race.  The Great Being saith:  Blessed and happy is he that ariseth to promote the best


interests of the peoples and kindreds of the earth.  In another passage He hath proclaimed:  It is not for him to pride himself who loveth his own country, but rather for him who loveth the whole world.  The earth is but one country, and mankind its citizens.[footnoteRef:11] [11: 	idem, pp. 249–250.] 

Lay not aside the fear of God, O kings of the earth, and beware that ye transgress not the bounds which the Almighty hath fixed.[footnoteRef:12] [12: 	idem, p. 250.] 

Walk ye in the fear of God, and be ye of them that lead a godly life.  Rest not on your power, your armies, and treasures.  Put your whole trust and confidence in God, Who hath created you, and seek ye His help in all your affairs. …
Know ye that the poor are the trust of God in your midst.  Watch that ye betray not His trust, that ye deal not unjustly with them and that ye walk not in the ways of the treacherous.[footnoteRef:13] [13: 	idem, p. 251.] 

The well-being of mankind, its peace and security, are unattainable unless and until its unity is firmly established.  This unity can never be achieved so long as the counsels which the Pen of the Most High hath revealed are suffered to pass unheeded.[footnoteRef:14] [14: 	idem, p. 286.] 

That the divers communions of the earth, and the manifold systems of religious belief, should never be allowed to foster the feelings


of animosity among men, is, in this Day, of the essence of the Faith of God and His Religion.  These principles and laws, these firmly-established and mighty systems, have proceeded from one Source, and are the rays of one Light.  That they differ one from another is to be attributed to the varying requirements of the ages in which they were promulgated.[footnoteRef:15] [15: 	idem, pp. 287–8.] 

Of one tree are all ye the fruit, and of one bough the leaves.[footnoteRef:16] [16: 	Bahá’u’lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh Revealed After the The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, p. 127.] 

O people!  The Day, promised unto you in all the Scriptures, is now come.[footnoteRef:17] [17: 	Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 314.] 

Glory be to Him Who, through the power of truth, hath sent down the Manifestation of His own Self and entrusted Him with His message unto all mankind.[footnoteRef:18] [18: 	idem, p. 102.] 
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The promised One is come
Behold, He is now come.  Wherefore are ye downcast and dejected?  Why remain despondent when the Pure and Hidden One hath appeared unveiled amongst you?  He Who is both the Beginning and the End, He Who is both Stillness and Motion, is now manifest before your eyes.  Behold how, in this Day, the Beginning is reflected in the End,


how out of Stillness Motion hath been engendered.  This motion hath been generated by the potent energies which the words of the Almighty have released throughout the entire creation.[footnoteRef:19] [19: 	idem, p. 168.] 

Acknowledge the exalted character of the name of the Lord, your God, Who hath come unto you in the greatness of His glory.  He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Possessing, the Supreme Protector.[footnoteRef:20] [20: 	idem, p. 169.] 

Verily I say, this is the Day in which mankind can behold the Face, and hear the Voice, of the Promised One.  The Call of God hath been raised, and the light of His countenance hath been lifted up upon men.  It behoveth every man to blot out the trace of every idle word from the tablet of his heart, and to gaze, with an open and unbiased mind, on the signs of His Revelation, the proofs of His Mission, and the tokens of His glory.
Great indeed is this Day!  The allusions made to it in all the sacred Scriptures as the Day of God attest its greatness.  The soul of every Prophet of God, of every Divine Messenger, hath thirsted for this wondrous Day.  All the divers kindreds of the earth have, likewise, yearned to attain it.[footnoteRef:21] [21: 	idem, pp. 10–11.] 

Right from the time of the Holy Vedas, the most ancient Divine Scriptures still extant in the world, we have been taught to pray to God beseeching him thus:


ॐ भूर्भुवः  स्वः  ।
तत्स॑वि॒तुर्वरे॑ण्यं॒ भर्गो॑ दे॒वस्य॑ धीमहि  ।
धियो॒ यो नः॑  प्रचो॒दया॑त्  ॥
[ऋग्वेद, ३ (३), ३-५-६२-१०, तथा सामवेद, ६ (३), ६-१३-४-१०, अभिकल मन्त्र संख्या, १४६२, इत्यादि  ।]
O Thou the Protector of all! the Giver of life to all! the Remover of difficulties! the Ordainer of perfect working Order!
O, cause us to receive that most great All-Subduing GLORY OF GOD Who, enlightening our intelligence and deeds, inspireth progress.
[Rig Veda, 3, 3–3–5–62–10; Sam Veda, 4, 3–8–13–4–10, Verse 1462; &c.]
This Holy Verse is called the Gayatri Mantra, and is considered to be the Vedanam Mata (वेदानां माता), the Mother of the Vedas.
This was among the first glimmerings of the sacred knowledge of God on earth, still preserved intact by His Supreme Mercy for our guidance to the “GLORY OF GOD” even up to this day.
This GLORY OF GOD was actually visualised by Arjuna through the Divine Eye (दिव्य नेत्रम्) granted to him by Shri Krishna when He showed His extensive cosmic Universal Form (विराट विश्वरूप) which was then hidden in Him.


तत: स विस्मयाविष्टो हृष्टरोमा धनञ्जय:  ।
प्रणम्य शिरसा देवं कृताञ्जलिरभाषत  ॥
[गीता 11:14]
Then, he, Dhananjaya (Arjuna), overwhelmed with astonishment, his hair upstanding in ecstasy, bowed down his head to the God, and with joined palms spake.
[Gita 11:14
तेजोभिरापूर्य जगत्समग्रं भासस्तवोग्रा:  प्रतपन्ति विष्णो  ॥
[गीता 11:30]
With splendours having filled the whole World Thine Blazing BHAH, O Vishnu, (the Omnipresent God), doth glow intensely.
[Gita 11:30]
दिवि सूर्यसहस्रस्य भवेद्युगपदुत्थिता  ।
यदि भा:  सदृशी सा स्याद्भासस्तस्य महात्मन:  ॥
[गीता 11:12]
Were thousand suns to rise and shine out together at a time in the sky, it would then perhaps be like that of the BHAH of that Most Great Spirit.
[Gita 11:12]
यथा नदीनां बहवोऽम्बुवेगा:  समुद्रमेवाभिमुखा द्रवन्ति  ।
तथा तवामी नरलोकवीरा विशन्ति वक्त्राण्यभिविज्वलन्ति  ॥
[गीता 11:28]
As rivers with many floods of waters rush impetuously facing towards the ocean,


so also these, Thine heroes in the world of men, enter into Thine intensely blazing mouths.
[Gita 11:28]
It is up to us now to show our spiritual heroism and be inseparably united once for all in the Universal Ocean of the BAHÁ’Í WORLD FAITH revealed over a century ago in the midmost heart of the globe and study deeply and wholly the Bahá’í New World Order which “… is divine in origin, all-embracing in scope, broad in its outlook, scientific in its method, humanitarian in its principles and dynamic in the influence it exerts on the hearts and minds of men.”[footnoteRef:22] [22: 	The Bahá'í Faith—The World Religion:  A Summary of Its Aims, Teachings and History.  From a letter written by Shoghi Effendi to the High Commissioner for Palestine, June 1933.] 

There is no problem in the world at present which the Divinely-Inspired and detailed Teachings of the Bahá’í World Faith do not thoroughly solve indeed.  It has revealed (1)  a Divine Polity for the firm establishment of permanent world peace without war, (2)  a smoothly working world economy, (3)  a peaceful and loving social order, and (4)  a religious world unity without pride and prejudice; all these under “One Universal Cause, one Common Faith”.
Doubtlessly, the greatest and the only disease of the world at present is disunity, and, therefore, the Sovereign Remedy is nothing but world unity—unity in thoughts, unity in words and unity in deeds of mankind as a whole.
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The unerring prescription
The All-Knowing Physician hath His finger on the pulse of mankind.  He perceiveth the disease, and prescribeth, in His unerring wisdom, the remedy.[footnoteRef:23] [23: 	Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 212] 

Some of the ingredients of the unfailing remedy for the betterment of the entire human race on the surface of the earth in this age are as follows:
1.	Universal unity of mankind as a whole in thoughts, words and deeds.
2.	Absolute independence to each individual in investigating the Truth for himself or herself.
3.	Fundamental unity of all religions forming one undivided world-wide organic unity.
4.	Religion must be potent enough to establish actual world unity in each and every department of human life.
5.	Religion must be potent enough to enhance and utilize science for the betterment of mankind. There must be an universal


	control of science for the benefit of the whole world.
6.	Men and women, the two wings of the bird which is mankind, must always progress and soar heavenwards with the same impulse having equal opportunities and equitable privileges and duties.
7.	All sorts of prejudices and hatreds must be forgotten and all barriers between man and man must be removed once for all.
8.	Universal peace must be established on the sure foundation of spiritual humanism and the political machinery must be universally spiritualized as a whole.
9.	Spiritual solution of all the economic problems of the world. A world plan for (a)  agricultural upliftment, (b)  industrial justice, (c)  laws pertaining to taxation, and (d)  to inheritance, were divinely revealed a century ago offering an infallible economic justice for the unification of mankind as a whole.
10.	Education must be compulsory, universal and ever-progressive.
11.	One universal language and script, auxiliary to the mother tongue of every one,


	must be compulsorily taught to each and every boy and girl on the surface of the earth in order to remove all misunderstandings and foster a genuine feeling of the universal human unity, spiritual, mental and material.
12.	One Universal House of Justice, exercising a threefold authority—legislative, executive and judicial—supreme and binding in all respects, must be firmly established to maintain peace, love, unity, justice, happiness and advancement of humanity at large.
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The seed returns in fruit
The Bahá’í World Faith has been presented today by the Almighty Himself as the fulfilment and completion of all the ancient Faiths, no matter in whatever land or age they may have been revealed.  Thus the Bahá’í Faith bears to all past Holy Dispensations exactly the same relation as the fruit bears to the flowers, the branches, the trunk, the roots, the seed, nay, rather, the whole tree.  The Bahá’í World Faith is the Fruit containing in itself the most Ancient Living Seed.  It is nothing but the Fruit for which the seed was sown and it is nothing but the Fruit that the Seed returns in a fresh and new Life.  In this sense, the Bahá’í World is a New Creation of


God, the Most-Great and the Glorious Creator, Who is the Most Ancient Pre-Existence, and Who again becomes New Today through The Universal Manifestation of “THE GLORY OF GOD”.
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Bahá’í History
On 23 May 1844, a radiant youth of Persia, known as the Báb proclaimed His mission of heralding the coming of a Mighty Educator who would quicken the souls, illumine the minds, unify the consciences and remould the customs of mankind.  After six years of heroic steadfastness and ardent teaching, in 9 July 1850, the Báb became the victim of fanatical persecution and was publicly martyred at Tabriz, Iran.
Upon this preparation by the Báb, the foundation of the Cause was laid by Bahá’u’lláh (“The Glory of God”), whose universal principles of personal and social regeneration were revealed under conditions of cruel oppression unequalled in the annals of religion.
As the desperate forces of reaction gathered against Him, Bahá’u’lláh and His little band of faithful followers were imprisoned in Ṭihrán, stripped of their property and rights, exiled to Baghdad, to Constantinople, to Adrianople, and at last, as the supreme infliction, in 1868 confined for life in the desolate barracks of ‘Akká, Turkish penal colony.
Bahá’u’lláh passed away in 1892.  From then until His own ascension in 1921, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, the eldest son of Bahá’u’lláh, served the Cause as its appointed leader and interpreter, and through His unique devotion, purity of life, tireless effort and unfailing wisdom, the message, slowly but surely, penetrated to all parts of the world.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, through His Will and Testament, appointed His grandson, Shoghi Effendi, as the Guardian of the Bahá’í Faith and the authorized interpreter of the word of God.  He organised the Administrative order of Bahá’u’lláh—whose supreme body, the Universal House of Justice, is today guiding the affairs of the Bahá’í Faith.
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Dr S. Radhakrishnan[footnoteRef:24] [24: 	Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan (1888–1975) was an Indian politician, philosopher and statesman who served as the President of India from 1962 to 1967.] 

“The Bahá’í Faith has been attempting all these years to underline the unity of religions and not overstress the differences.  I hope it will continue to do that work.”
“I have been for long an admirer of the Bahá’í Faith, as it does not lay emphasis on the outer dogmas but stresses the inward conviction.”
Shri G. V. Mavlankar[footnoteRef:25] [25: 	Ganesh Vasudev Mavalankar (1888–1956) was an Indian politician and independence activist.] 

“It has given me a new approach and a new light about the occasional coming of Prophets.  Indeed it seems inevitable that Prophets must come in this world as Humanity progresses if civilisation and culture have to continue their progress on the basis of human evolution.  This conception of the coming of a Prophet from time to time to put humanity on a firmer basis by a new outlook on religion and new social conditions is identical with the concept of the Hindu philosophy as expounded in the Bhagwad Gita.  In fact it would be wrong to call it even the Hindu philosophy.  It is properly named as the “Philosophy of the Human Life” (Manava Dharam Shastra).  The Lord had told Arjun that “whenever there is any decline in the observance of Dharma, I come again on earth to re-establish it.”  What else is this but an assurance that the Prophets appear from time to time as the conditions and needs of the Society change?


The conception of “One God and One Humanity” is the need of the day for progress of humanity and world peace.  I am happy that the Bahá’í Faith is making world-wide endeavour in the desired direction and I am sure that it will achieve success in the end.”
Sadhu T. L. Vaswani[footnoteRef:26] [26: 	Sádhú Tháṃvaradás Lílárám Vásváṇí (1879—1966) was an Indian educationist.] 

The nations today, are passing through a new Dark Age, dark forces threaten civilization, even Asia is turning away from her precious heritage of the ages and trampling upon the ancient wisdom of her seers and sages.
India herself—the world’s hope—is invaded by chaotic forces.  But there are groups in India and Europe, there are groups in America, groups in different parts of the world that still dream of a new world order, a new world-wide brotherhood of East and West, a new fellowship of religions and races, a new awakening of women all over the world, a new world peace.  In this dream of Rishis and Prophets is the heart of Bahá’í Faith, in this dream of the seers and poets is the promise and potency of Bahá’u’lláh’s revelation to our age.”
Shri A. Ramaswami Mudaliar[footnoteRef:27] [27: 	Raja Sir Savalai Ramaswami Mudaliar (1840–1911) was an Indian merchant, politician and philanthropist.] 

“You are the fruits of one tree and leaves of one branch,” says the Prophet.  Again and again I have come across such sayings which have forcibly reminded me of the teachings of the Vedas.  “Whenever virtue subsides and vice triumphs, then I am reborn to redeem mankind,” says the Divine in the Gita.  The Bahá’í Faith remarkably speaks not of one Prophet for all time, but of a succession of Prophets as Divine Dispensation sees the need for them.


In fact the Bahá’í Faith gives us the great and precious message of unity in religion.  The Bahá’ís do not form a sect by themselves.  Rather through the teachings of their prophet, they try to illumine the eternal verities of every religion and to quicken the noble impulses of the true followers of every religion with the spirit of catholicity and fraternalism.  How much the world needs such a spirit today.
Perhaps the Bahá’í Faith is destined to be, and may prove the greatest single force in achieving that Godly consecrated consummation.”
Mrs Sarojini Naidu[footnoteRef:28] [28: 	Sarojini Naidu (1879—1949) was an Indian political activist and poet.  She played an important role in the Indian independence movement against the British Raj.] 

“The founder of the Bahá í Faith is undoubtedly one of the Great Seers of the modern age.  The gospel that he enunciated and the programme that he enjoined upon his followers are singularly like a prophecy of the ideal and dreams that inspire the heart of youth with the quest for a brave new world built upon equity and fellowship of peace.  In the midst of all the tragic horror of hate and bloodshed that surround us today.  His message to humanity does indeed fulfil the meaning of His name and carries the Glory of God into the darkness.”
Prof. Benoy Kumar Sarkar[footnoteRef:29] [29: 	Benoy Kumar Sarkar (1887–1949) was an Indian social scientist, professor, and nationalist.] 

“For over a quarter of a century—since my American days—I have been under the conviction that the Bahá’í movement serves to expand the intellectual or moral personality of every individual that comes into contact with it.  The movement has set in motion some of those currents of thought and work which lead to the silent but effective conversion of men and women to humaner and world embracing principle of daily conduct because of these creative forces in the social domain the Bahá’í movement is to be appreciated as one of the profoundest emancipators of mankind from the tradition of rare chauvinism and ethno-religious bigotry.”
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