
A t r a n s c r i p t  f o r  a u d i o - c a s s e t t e  from s e r i e s  
WINDOWS TO THE PAST 
by D r .  Dar ius  Shahrokh 

L e t  u s  s ta r t  w i t h  one paragraph  from t h e  l e t t e r  of March 5 ,  1993, 
from t h e  U n i v e r s a l  House of J u s t i c e ,  addressed  t o  t h e  ~ a h 6 ' g s  of 
t h e  world g i v i n g  t h e  g l a d  t i d i n g s  of t h e  r e l e a s e  of E n g l i s h  t r a n s -  
l a t i o n  of t h e  KitAb-i-Aqdas. 

A Book of such  i n d e s c r i b a b l e  h o l i n e s s  is ,  i t s e l f ,  a symbol 
of t h e  incomparable  g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e  R e v e l a t i o n  of ~ a h A ' u ' l l & h ,  
and is ,  i n d e e d ,  a p o t e n t  reminder  of t h e  h i g h  r e s p e c t  which 
is due t o  a l l  t h a t  h a s  f lowed from H i s  p r o d i g i o u s ,  t r u t h - b e a r i n g  
pen. May t h e  f r i e n d s  of God e v e r  be mindful  of its e x a l t e d  
rank  among t h e  s a c r e d  t e x t s  of t h e  F a i t h ;  t r e a s u r e  i t  as t h e  
bread of l i f e ;  r e g a r d  p o s s e s s i o n  of it  as a s a c r e d  honour,  as 
a p r i c e l e s s  l e g a c y  from t h e  Pen o f  t h e  Most High,  as  a s o u r c e  
of God's g r e a t e s t  bounty t o  H i s  c r e a t u r e s ;  p l a c e  t h e i r  whole 
t r u s t  i n  its p r o v i s i o n s ;  r e c i t e  its v e r s e s ;  s t u d y  its c o n t e n t s ;  
a d h e r e  t o  i ts  e x h o r t a t i o n s ;  and t h u s  t r a n s f o r m  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  
accordance w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  s t a n d a r d .  

I. HISTORY AND BACKGROUND 


T h i s  t a l k  w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  i n  n i n e  p a r t s .  The f i r s t  is  a rev iew 
of h i s t o r y  and background. 

BahA1u' l l&h states about  t h e  ~ i t & b - i - ~ q d a s ,  "By God! Such is  t h e  
majes ty  of what h a t h  been r e v e a l e d  t h e r e i n ,  and s o  tremendous t h e  
r e v e l a t i o n  of i ts  v e i l e d  a l l u s i o n s  t h a t  t h e  l o i n s  of u t t e r a n c e  
shake  when a t t e m p t i n g  t h e i r  d e s c r i p t i o n ...b l e s s e d  t h o s e  who p e r u s e  
it! Blessed  t h o s e  who apprehend it! Blessed  t h o s e  who m e d i t a t e  
upon it! Blessed  t h o s e  who ponder i t s  meaning!" (1) 



How a mortal like me should talk about and describe the Most Holy 

Book without feeling of inadequacy if the loins of utterance shake 

when attempting to describe it? My limited words are like the 

babbling of a child trying to describe the sun. All I can tell 

you is that the sun has risen to the zenith of its splendor, 

emanating its life-giving light and heat. It will guarantee our 

survival only if we expose ourselves to its revitalizing rays. 


KitAb, pronounced Kaytahb, not Keetab, means the book. The letter 

'I - 1'
1 between two hyphens is pronounced ay and means "of". Aqdas 
means most holy. Persians call it KitAb-i-Mus~atAb-i-Aqdas meaning 
the revered book of Aqdas. It is more reverent to refer to it 
as KitAb-i-Aqdas, The Aqdas, or The Most Holy Book. The word Aqdas 
is also used as a woman's name. This book is designated by 
Bahd 'u 'llhh as the "Mother Book", the "Quickener of Mankind, " and 
the "Ark of His Laws.'' The prophets of the past have alluded 
to it as the "New Heaven," the "New Earth," the "Tabernacle of 
God," the "Holy City," and the "New Jerusalem coming down from 
God." 

Shoghi Effendi called it the Charter of the New World Order of 

Bahh'u'llAh. I mentioned that BahA'u'lldh called it the Mother 

Book. It is timely to mention three other mothers. Asiyih BAnum, 

the wife of Bahd'u'll6h, is called ~mu'l-~hnBt, or the mother 

of creation; Tehra'n is called Umm~'l-~Alam, the mother of the world; 

and the temple in Wilmette, the Holiest Temple and the Mother 

Temple. 


Not much is mentioned about the wife of ,Bah6'u'llZih and the wife 
of the ~ 6 b .  After the passing of Asiyih -KhAnum, or Navvdb, 
~ahA'u'llAh revealed a tablet in her honor, and mentioned that 
in all of the worlds of God she will be His companion. 

To me, it is the highest station any mortal can achieve; and as 
for the wife of the Bdb, ~hadijih Bagum, when she passed away, 
BahA'u'llAh honored her by stating that all who died on the day 
of her passing were blessed to enter the AbhA Kingdom. What a 
tribute! 

As was mentioned, the Guardian stated that the ~it&b-i-~qdas is 

the Charter for the New World Order of Bah6'u'll&h. Also he has 




designated three other charters. The Will and Testament of '~bdu'l- 

BahA as the Charter of the Administrative Order. The Tablets of 

the Divine Plan (fourteen tablets by %bdull-Bahd addressed to 

the believers of United States and Canada) as the Charter for 

spiritual conquest of the planet, and finally, the Tablet of Carmel 

as the Charter for the institutions at the World Center. 


The laws and ordinances revealed by ~ahd'u'lldh are not all 

contained in the small KitAb-i-Aqdas revealed by BahA'u'llAh in 

1873. According to the Guardian, Bahh'u'll&hls writings such as 

IshAq&t (The Splendors), ~isldar6t (Glad Tidings), ~ardzLt 

(Ornaments), ~ajalli~6t ( ~ f  ~alimdt-i-~erdawsi~~ih
f cgences), 

(Words of Paradise), Lawb-i-Aqdas (Most Holy Tablet), Law$-i-DunyA 

(Tablet of the World), and Lawh-i-Maqshd (Tablet of Maqsud) are 

supplements to the Kitdb-i-Aqdas. (2) As an example, in the Tablet 

of lshrAqAt which was revealed in the honor of a believer, in the 

eighth Ishrdq, BahA1u'll6h states, "This passage now written by 

the Pen of Glory is accounted as part of the Most Holy Book." 


Further supplements to the Kitdb-i-Aqdas are Questions and Answers, 

Bahh'u'll&hls Will and Testament, also referred to as the Crimson 

Book or Most Great Tablet (Lawb-i-A'azam), and finally, 

'~bdu'l-Bahd's Will and Testament. (3) The explanations of the 

two authorized interpreters, CAbdull-Bah6 and Shoghi Effendi, are 

the final supplements to this Most Holy Book. What is available 

to you in English includes the original Kitgb-i-Aqdas plus 

all of the explanations by ~ah6'u'lldh and the authorized 

interpretations. 


~ahA'u'll$h gives a strong warning about unauthorized interpreta-

tions of Kithb-i-Aqdas with the following words: "Whoso interpreteth 

what hath been sent down from the heaven of Revelation, and altereth 

its evident meaning, he, verily is of them that have perverted 

the Sublime Word of God, and is of the lost ones in the Lucid Book." 


Next in rank to the KitAb-i-Aqdas is the ~itdb-i-~/~&n, 
or the Book 
of Certitude. Among the supplements, I mentioned Questions and 
Answers. In the Persian Baydn, the B6b forbade His followers to 
auestion "the One Whom God Shall Make Manifest ." namelv BahA'u1ll6h. 
~ah~'u'1l~hannulled that law and after reveaiing the' Kitdb-i-Aqdas 

permitted the zaynull-~u~arribin
believers and (the Ornament of 




the Intimate Ones), who was a mujtahid (doctor of 1sl~mic laws) 

before becoming a Bahd'i', to ask Him any questions about the 

application of the laws and ordinances. 


The Book of Questions and Answers which constitutes an appendix 

to the KitAb-i-Aqdas is the fruit of these questions and answers 

compiled by Zaynu'l-~u~arribin, the most eminent transcriber. 

Zaynu'l-Muqarribfn was a man of great humor who used to cheer the 

believers, and at times, amuse Bahd'u'lldh. He became a ~ d b i  in 

1852, the year Bahdlu'll&h was put in the siyah-ch61. Attained 

the presence of ~ah6'u'll&h after His return f r o F ~ u l a ~ m 6 n i ~ ~ i h ,  

and a tablet from Bah6'u1lldh put his soul on fire. Except for 

a few years of exile in Mosul, he spent his life near Bahii1u'll6h. 

He took great pains when transcribing the tablets to make sure 

of their accuracy. At present day, all tablets in his handwriting 

are considered accurate. As for the difference between a tablet 

and a prayer, prayer is for us communing with God and a tablet 

is when Bah6'u'llAh addresses us. 


Bah5'u'll6h1s writings are about 15,000 documents, some in the 

size of a book such as the Kithb-i-Aqdas and Kithb-i-fqhn, and 

some in the form of tablets and short letters. 


Chronologically: 

1. In Ba&hddd, He revealed His mystical writings such as The Seven 

Valleys and The Four Valleys; spiritual and moral exhortations 

such as The Hidden Words; and interpretation of the past Holy Books 

and proof of the station of the B6b in the Kit6b-i-fq6n. 


2. In Adrianople, He addressed the kings, emperors and 

ecclesiastics, thus proclaiming His Faith worldwide. In this period 

the beginning of the revelation of the Kithb-i-Aqdas took place. 

~ah&'u'll&h stated that for years petitions were made about laws 

and ordinances, but He held His pen back. In Adrianople, He 

revealed a brief portion in Persian but it was not distributed 

and was kept in safekeeping. 


During the period in Adrianople, the two pilgrimage tablets were 

revealed and, one by one, were sent to ~abil-i-~'gam, the historian, 

who was instructed that, on behalf of BahA1u'll6h, he should perform 

the pilgrimage with prescribed rites. Apparently when he did the 




pilgrimage to the House of the Bdb in ~hirdz, performing proper 

rites, which start from outside the cityFthe people, not knowing 

the significance of it, thought he had lost his mind. The other 

house is the Bayt-i-A am or Most Great House, also called the 

'House of God' which is Bahd'ufllAh's House in Baghdad. 
-
Two things are timely here. A part of the rites for pilgrimage 

to these two Houses, which is an obligation to men who could afford 

it, is to shave their head. Later in the KitAb-i-Aqdas, ~ahA'u'll6h 

forbade shaving of the head,and in questioning, it was made clear 

that whatever laws in other writings are contrary to the laws of 

the Kitbb-i-Aqdas, the latter takes precedence. Up to this day, 

~abil-i- am is the only person who has performed all of the 

rites of pilgrimage to these two Houses. Secondly, pilgrimage 

to one of these two Houses (whichever is the closer) is a spiritual 

obligation. However, these two Houses are second in holiness to 

the holy shrines of ~ahA'u'll6h and the BQb in the Holy Land. 

'Abdu'l-Bahd, in a tablet, adds the Shrine of Bahd'u'llih to these 

two Houses as a choice for the obligatory pilgrimage.(4) 


3. Stage 3 of His writings is at the beginning of the 'Akka'period, 
when the prayers of fasting were revealed in anticipation of the 
law which soon was established in the Kitdb-i-Aqdas. It was five 
years after His incarceration in the Most Great Prison and more 
than half of His ministry over in 1873 when He revealed ,the 
~itAb-i-~~das the a room in the House of ~ d d l  in confines of 

-Khammdr, also know as the House of %bbdd. 

After entering 'Akk6, a number of believers requested the book of 
laws, but they had to wait. According to a tablet from ~ah6'u'll&h 
it was revealed around July 1873. However, for about one year 
it was not distributed. ~ah~'u'll6h states the reason for it 
was the law of Huqu~u1116h which was a bounty to the believers, 
but He was concerned about their reaction which might not be worthy 
of the Day of God. After it was released, He instructed the 
believers that the law of Huqdqu'llAh was not binding for four 
years. Many Persian believers offered HuqBqu'llAh but it was not 
accepted. (5) 

4. In the period after the revelation of the Kithb-i-~qdas many 

of His major tablets were revealed which became supplemental to 




- - 

the Kitdb-i-~qdas. He mentioned in them that they are part of 

the Mother Book. The major themes and subjects of these supplement- 

ary tablets address the following: 

-	 Importance of the Covenant and obedience to the Center of the 

Covenant. 
-	 Eventual conquest of the Faith, enveloping the planet. 
-	 Consultation in all affairs. 
-	 Most Great Peace. 
-	 Function and station of the Universal House of Justice. 
-	 Education of children. 
-	 Universal language and script. 
-	 Good manners, trustworthiness, truthfulness, uprightness and 

a chaste life. 

'~bdu'l-Bahg states that the state of excitement during the 

revelation of the Kithb-i-Aqdas was such that BahA'u'llAh ate very 

little, and, at times, for a few days wouldn't eat at all. (6) 


During His own lifetime, Bah6'u111Ah commented upon the translation 

by one of the believers, "although the intention of the translator 

was good, such an action in these days will lead to differences 

and is therefore not permissible." (7) 


Kit6b-i-Aqdas was revealed in Arabic, and not necessarily all 

Persians can read it. Now that the English translation of Kit6b- 

i-Aqdas is released by the House of Justice in fulfillment of wishes 

of Shoghi Effendi, it tells us that the time is ripe for the world 

to enter another stage. Great events such as the two World 

Congresses signalized passage of the Faith into another stage. 

As the believers passed through these doorways, they took and will 

take the whole of humanity with them. There is no doubt that the 

release of translation of KitLb-i-~qdas in this Holy Year, during 

which also the second World Congress was held, foretells drastic 

changes in the fortunes of the ~acth with humanity its beneficiary. 


A BahL'i state, according to the message of May 1953 of the 

Guardian, will become established when not only the Bahd'i Faith 

is the state religion, but also when all civil matters and laws 

are done in Shortly after 

its revelation Siyyid esteemed believer 

who had known the- ~a'b when He was a youth, was anxious for all 




believers to implement the laws. In a tablet to him, Bah6'u'llhh 

counselled him to exercise caution and wisdom in its implementation. 


In the year it was released, a great teacher, Jarnil-i-~ur6j irdi, 
who later became a notorious covenant-breaker, was in 'Akkd. 
Bahd'u'lldh permitted him to copy certain parts of it for Bahhri/s 
in Persia, and again He emphasized wisdom and discretion in its 
application. All Manifestations of God, through Their mercy, have 
permitted gradual implementation of Their laws because of man's 
attachment to old laws and customs. It is interesting that this 
proud teacher asked BahA'u'lldh to make him exempt from obedience 
to the laws of the Kitdb-i-Aqdas, and ~ah&'u'llah granted it. 
He served the Faith for forty years, but from the beginning it 
became clear to many believers that he was corrupt and egotistical. 

BahA1u'lldh gave him the title of ~smu'llhh-ul-JamLl (the Name 

of God, Jam/al). He was the foremost teacher and received many 

tablets from Bah/alu'llAh who overlooked his shortcomings. He used 

to be a muj tahid (doctor of Islamic law) before he became a ~ah&'i, 

but did not discard his clergy robe and large turban. Believers 

used to flock around him. On one occasion when two distinguished 

believers (one of whom later became a Hand of the Cause by 

Bahdlu'll&h) were travel-teaching, Jam61 became very jealous and 

secretly told the believers to stay away. When BahQ1u'llAh heard 

about this, He rebuked him severely which shattered his prestige, 

but he recovered and regained his position. 


He had just finished a great assignment from Bah6'u1lldh, and that 

was to transfer the remains of the BAb to a place of safety, then 

he went to Adrianople to see Bah&'ulll&h. ~ahd'u'llhh's barber, 

Muhammad 'A1-i-i-~alm&ni, recounts the following story. He states, 

"I heard that Jamdl was in town. When I went to Bahh'u'lldh's 

reception room, I noticed JamZil was sitting in one corner with 

his usual large turban and he was holding his hand so it could 

be kissed (common in IslAm but forbidden by BahA'u'lldh). I walked 

in and said 'AllAh-u-Abhd' and without paying any attention to 

him, I went and sat in the other end of the room. After awhile 

I laid on the floor. I wanted to deflate his ego and vanity. 

Then I looked at him and said,'How are you?' He only shook his 

head. Then I left. The next day I was told that Bah/a1u'll6h summoned 

him, so I took him to Bah6'u'llAh. ~i/rzd Mihdi' was standing in 




the presence of BahA'u'll6h. I stood at the door. Jam& went 

in pretending he was trembling and fell on the ground which was 

a mere act. Bahd'u'llbh was seated. ~3'rz.A Mihdi went forward 

to help Jam61 to get up, but Bah5'u111dh stopped him saying, 'Leave 

him alone, he will get up by himself.' After awhile he sat and 

then stood up. Then Bah5'u'llbh dismissed him without saying 

anything." 


After the KitAb-i-Aqdas was released, under the instruction of 

the King of Martyrs, Jam61 went to ~hurishn to solicit funds to 

help the expenses of the Holy ~ousehold. amd dl wrote a complain- 

ing letter to ~i~rz6 JBn, Bahd'u'lldh's nothing
~ b d  secretary, that 

he does is accepted by Bah6'u111dh or pleases Him. 


After the passing of Bahg'u'lldh, even before the rebellion of 

Muhammad-'~1: came to open, Jamdl caused a disturbance in Tehran, 

seeking leadership. Then he allied himself with Muhammad- O~li, 

and ~arnil was cast out as a covenant-breaker. His fall was very 

dramatic. His last days were spent in destitution, and those who 

had adored him abandoned him. His son, Lutfu'lldh-i-Mawhibat, 

dissociated from him. The son was a great artist, and illuminated 

many tablets which are preserved in the Archives at the World 

Center. In Tehran he used to be a neighbor of ours, but I never 

knew he was the son of JamAl. 


The lesson from this is any time you like a teacher, instead of 

exalting him, pray for him so he does not fall a victim of ego. 

Another point which needs your attention is that regardless how 

polished a teacher may be, any time question arises about his or 

her accuracy, believers must refer to the authentic books. 

Mirz.6 'Abu'l-Fa41, the great scholar, insisted that the believers 

should abstain from crediting verbal traditions. This includes 

pilgrim notes. (8) 


Another story tells you about the response of believers when they 
received the KitLb-i-Aqdas. The Father of ~adi, the martyr-
messenger, or Fakhrush-Shuhdd, - the Pride of Martyrs, was called-
by Bahd'u'll6h "Abd ~ a d F  
meaning the Father of ~adi. Number of 

years after martyrdom of his son, when he was in his eighties, 

he attained the presence of ~ah&'u'llAh, and he begged for 

martyrdom. His wish was granted. He took the first copy of the 




~it&b-i-~~das
to murdsAn, and talking about it and teaching it, 

he was telling everyone how the prophecy of Bah6'u111& about the 

downfall and assassination of SultAn '~bdu' 1- Aziz was fulfilled. 
Do you think any one doubted the teachings and laws or questioned 

them? He was martyred in a year after his relatives reported him 

to the clergy. That fulfillment mentioned by Abd ~ a d i  was like 

a miracle to the believers, and, as you know, was the factor in 

~frzdkbu'l-Fadl gaining his unshakeable certitude. Now our miracle 

is the victory of the Covenant and the rapid progress of the Faith 

in the world and the fulfillment of prophecies of ~ah6'u'llAh, 

'Abdu'l-BahA, and Shoghi Effendi. 


Let it be known that the Kithb-i-Aqdas is the medicine for the 
ailing humanity, sometimes bitter and sometimes sweet, but 
inevitably its healing effect will lead us to the Kingdom of God 
on earth. Just like a patient who accepts the advice of a skilled 
physician, whether it be a bitter medication or the painful 
amputation of a diseased part, we must accept wholeheartedly the 
lawrand teachings of Bahd'u 'llhh. 

11. CIRCUMSTANCES 

Let us talk about the circumstances surrounding the revelation 

of the Kitdb-i-Aqdas. ~ah6'u'lldh appeared in the Middle East 

where the dominant religion was 1slLm. Although when He declared 

Himself, He was the follower of the religion before Him; namely, 

a ~dbf, he had been raised as a Muslim in a Muslim family. 


Judaism and 1slkm are examples of religions with laws; however, 

in the Christian Faith there are not many laws given by Christ. 

Because of this, for people of Christian background, it may be 

difficult to appreciate the significance of religious laws, and 

the vital role they play in the life of community. Christ's message 

was mainly directed towards individual salvation and love. 


The effect of personality and the background of the Manifestation 

of God manifests in almost every feature of that religion. In 

many laws we find such examples: 

1. The law of ~uq&u'll&h, initiated by the ~ d b ,  was revised, 

and reinstated in the Kithb-i-Aqdas. In 1sldm there is a law for 




-Khums, which means one - f i f t h  of t h e  p r o f i t  t o  be given f o r  c h a r i t y .  
2. ~ a h g ' i '  f a s t i n g  has  resemblance t o  ~ s l a f n i c  f a s t ,  bu t  ad jus t ed  
t o  s o l a r  Bah6 'f ca l enda r .  
3 .  Various movements dur ing  prayer .  I n  t h e  e a s t e r n  c u l t u r e ,  hands 
a r e  r a i s e d  i n  s u p p l i c a t i o n  t o  h igher  a u t h o r i t y .  Bowing and p ros t r a -  
t i o n  a r e  va r ious  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  humi l i ty  and s e r v i t u d e .  
4. Dowry is given both ways i n  t h e  Middle Eas t .  I n  I n d i a  and among 
t h e  Jews, t h e  man r e c e i v e s  t h e  dowry. I n  Islhm t h e  woman r e c e i v e s  
t h e  dowry. ~ a h d ' u ' l l 6 h  r e i n s t a t e d  t h e  law of dowry wi th  t h e  woman 
r ece iv ing  i t ,  and modified it t o  a  low amount. 
5. I n  t h e  Isldmic c u l t u r e  of Bahd 'u ' l ldh ' s  t i m e ,  music was 
condemned by t h e  c l e r g y  and considered t o  be conducive t o  p l ea su re  
and l u s t .  Musicians were denounced as t h e  a g e n t s  of Sa tan  and 
s u b j e c t  t o  punishment. To such a s o c i e t y ,  Bah6'u111dh revea led  
t h e  fo l lowing  words i n  t h e  KitAb-i-~qdas,  "We have permit ted you 
t o  l i s t e n  t o  music and s ing ing .  Beware l es t  such l i s t e n i n g  cause  
you t o  t r a n s g r e s s  t h e  bounds of decency and d i g n i t y , "  and f u r t h e r  
He s t a t e s ,  "We have made music a  l adde r  by which s o u l s  may ascend 
t o  t h e  realm on high.  Change i t  n o t  i n t o  wings f o r  s e l f  and 
passion." What a b e f i t t i n g  s ta tement .  No room i n  t h e  F a i t h  f o r  
many x-rated songs of today. 
6. Mourning. The customs of t hose  days,  and y e t  today ,  is some 
c e l e b r a t i n g  wi th  p lay ing  music and making merry, whi le  o t h e r s  c r y ,  
scream and bea t  uDon t h e i r  heads.  BahATu'l16h revea led  i n  t h e  
Kithb-i-Aqdas, "Lament n o t  i n  your hours  of t r i a l ,  n e i t h e r  r e j o i c e  
t h e r e i n ,  s eek  ye t h e  Middle Way which is t h e  remembrance of Me 
i n  your a f f l i c t i o n s  and r e f l e c t i o n  over  t h a t  which may b e f a l l  you 
i n  t h e  fu tu re . "  
7. BahA1u'll6h i n  t h e  Kitgb-i-Aqdas has  forb idden  mut te r ing  of 
t h e  Holy Words as w e l l  a s  curs ing .  I n  I&r$q&t He s t a t e s ,  "Def i le  
n o t  your tongue wi th  t h e  c u r s i n g  and r e v i l i n g  of any soul." I n  
t h e  Lawh-i-Dunvd. o r  t h e  Table t  of t h e  World, H e  c ensu re s  t h e  
S h i ' i h  sect f o r e  t h e  " foul  impreca t ions  when thky invoke t h e  word 
'mal'dn' (accursed)  wi th  a g u t t e r a l  sound of t h e  letter ayn." 
The Moslem c l e r g y  used t o  mut te r  o r  move t h e i r  l i p s  whi le  walking 
i n  pub l i c  pre tending  t o  recite t h e  Q u r h .  Also, anytime anyone 
d i sp l ea sed  them they would c u r s e  t h a t  person by c a l l i n g  him 
"mal'dn." However, they  would say  it wi th  g u t t e r a l  'ayn' which 
supposedly made it s t i c k  b e t t e r  a s  w e l l  a s  showing t h e i r  super-
i o r i t y ,  being a b l e  t o  produce t h a t  g u t t e r a l  sound which t h e  
i l l i t e ra te  were n o t  capable  o f ,  s o  they  would say  "ma116n". 



No one has the right to question the wisdom of any law revealed 

by ~ahd'u'llhh, but understanding certain factors enables us to 

explain them better to the outside world. 


I11 THE TEXT, THE BOUNTY 


The subject of the third part of this talk is the text, the bounty. 

The KitAb-i-Aqdas, in the Guardian's words, is "the brightest 

emanation of the mind of Bah/a1u'llah." Though basically a book 

of laws and ordinances, yet its laws are interwoven with passages 

of spiritual counsel. Of it, ~ahh'u'll6h speaks, "By My life! 

it hath been sent down in a manner that amazeth the minds of men." 


There is no pattern for this interweaving of the two, nor is there 

any apparent connection between them. After expounding some of 

His choicest teaching or revealing some of His counsels, abruptly 

He changes the subject and gives one or two more laws. There are 

deliberate gaps in the laws which will be filled by the Universal 

House of Justice, so designated by Him. 


Of a number of laws given by the B A ~some were confirmed, or 

modified and reinstated by ~aha/'u'll&h, such as the calendar, the 

Feast and Huqdqu1ll6h. Whichever laws of the Bdb which were not 

confirmed by Him, according to "Abdu'l-Bahd, were abrogated. 


~ahA'u'll6h states in the ~itgb-i-~~das, 
"Think not that We have 

revealed unto you a mere code of laws. Nay, rather, We have 

unsealed the choice Wine with the fingers of- might and power." 

We might superficially consider it a poetic and beautiful verse 

and neglect the metaphor. With this sentence, He gives a different 

meaning to His laws. The dictionary describes the law as rule 

of conduct enforced by a controlling authority, but He describes 

His laws as the "Choice Wine. In another passage, in a language 

full of authority and compassion, He states, "The tongue of My 

power hath, from the heaven of My omnipotent glory, addressed to 

My creation these words, 'Observe My commandments for the love 

of My beauty. "' These verses are so unique. What does choice wine 

have to do with law. In IslAm and the BahA'i' Faith, drinking 

of wine is forbidden. Obviously, the metaphor gives the spiritual 

analogy of a good and strong wine. Instead of binding with 




limitations the one who drinks it, it eliminates inhibition and 

gives the feeling of liberation. Similarly, the Choice Wine of 

Bah&'ulllAh's laws will free and liberate those who obey them. 

Baha"utl16h has opened a new phase in the spiritual evolution and 

moral transformation of mankind. Although in the KitAb-i-Aqdas, 

He has set specific punishments for wrongdoing; nevertheless, by 

transformation of human nature, His laws will become a part of 

our conscience, freeing us from our baser nature and thus liberating 

US. 


You see, motivation for avoiding wrongdoing and crime is based 

on spiritual strength and moral value. Protection is built from 

within and not by erecting walls outside. This is a novel concept 

of law as the instrument of liberation. The primary agent for 

enforcement of His laws is not fear but the love of His beauty. 

And if there is fear, it is not the fear of fire of hell, but the 

fear of displeasing the One we love. 


Before I discuss various aspects of the KitAb-i-Aqdas, it is most 

timely to read the matchless words of the Guardian describing in 

God Passes By a summary of this Most Holy Book: (9) 


In this Charter of the future world civilization its Author- 
at once the Judge, the Lawgiver, the Unifier and Redeemer 
of mankind - announces to the kings of the earth the 
promulgation of the "Most Great Law"; pronounces them to 
be His vassals; proclaims Himself the "King of Kings1'; 
disclaims any intention of laying hands on their kingdoms; 
reserves for Himself the right to "seize and possess the 
hearts of men1'; warns the world's ecclesiastical leaders 
not to weigh the "Book of God" with such standards as are 
current amongst them; and affirms that the Book itself is 
the "Unerring Balance" established amongst men. In it He 
formally ordains the institution of the "House of Justice ," 
defines its functions, fixes its revenues, and designates 
its members as the "Men of Justice," the "Deputies of God," 
the "Trustees of the All-Merciful," alludes to the future 
Center of His Covenant, and invests Him with the right of 
interpreting His holy Writ; anticipates by implication the 
institution of Guardianship; bears witness to the revolu- 
tionizing effect of His World Order; enunciates the doctrine 



of the "Most Great Infallibility" of the Manifestation of 
God; asserts this infallibility to be the inherent and 
exclusive right of the Prophet; and rules out the possibility 
of the appearance of another Manifestation ere the lapse of 
at least one thousand years. 
In this Book He, moreover, prescribes the obligatory prayers; 
designates the time and period of fasting; prohibits congrega- 
tional prayer except for the dead; fixes the Qiblih; institutes 
the HuqGqu1ll& (Right of God); formulates the law of inherit- 
ance; ordains the institution of the Mashriqu' 1-Adhkdr ;

7f#-establishes the Nineteen Day Feasts, the Baha i festiEls 

and the Intercalary Days; abolishes the institution of priest- 

hood; prohibits slavery, asceticism, mendicancy, monasticism, 

penance, the use of pulpits and the kissing of hands; pre- 

scribes monogamy, condemns cruelty to animals, idleness and 

sloth, backbiting and calumny; censures divorce; interdicts 

gambling, the use of opium, wine and other intoxicating drinks; 

specifies the punishments for murder, arson, adultery and 

theft; stresses the importance of marriage and lays down its 

essential conditions; imposes the obligation of engaging in 

some trade or profession, exalting such occupation to the 

rank of worship; emphasizes the necessity of providing the 

means for the education of children; and lays upon every 

person the duty of writing a testament and of strict 

obedience to one's government. 

Apart from these provisions, ~ahL'u'll'ah exhorts His followers 

to consort, with amity and concord and without discrimination, 

with the adherents of all religions; warns them to guard 

against fanaticism, sedition, pride, dispute and contention; 

inculcates upon them immaculate cleanliness, strict truthful- 

ness, spotless chastity, trustworthiness, hospitality, 

fidelity, courtesy, forbearance, justice and fairness; 

counsels them to be "even as the fingers of one hand and the 

limbs of one body''; calls upon them to arise and serve His 

Cause; and assures them of His undoubted aid. He, further- 

more, dwells upon the instability of human affairs; declares 

that true liberty consists in man's submission to His conlmand- 

ments; cautions them not to be indulgent in carrying out His 

statutes; prescribed the twin inseparable duties of recogniz- 

ing the "Dayspring of God's Revelation" and of observing 

all the ordinances revealed by Him, neither of which, He 

affirms, is acceptable without the other. 




Let  me t e l l  you an  eye-opener s t o r y  about  i n t e r p o l a t i o n  of t h e  
KitAb-i-Aqdas. A g r e a t  clergyman of 1sldm whose name was Mfrz6 
Muhammad Hasan, bu t  w a s  known a s  ~ i / r z d - i - ~ h i r d z < , is someone you 
r a r e l y  come a c r o s s  h i s  name. H i s  f a t h e r w a s  t h e  cous in  of  t h e  
~ Q b ' s  f a t h e r ,  and obviously he was from Shi rdz .  He rece ived  h i s  
degree of I j t a h d d ,  o r  d o c t o r a t e  i n  Islamic l a w ,  from -Shaykh-
Murtaday-i-Ansari who bestowed t h i s  degree only t o  t h r e e  people .  
One d ied  and t h e  t h i r d  one was Fadl-Qaini, o r  Nabil-i-Akbar, (should 
n o t  be mistaken f o r  Nabil-i-'Azam, t h e  h i s t o r i a n ) .  When t h e  
i l lumined  -Shaykh- ~ u r t a d z f ~ - i - ~ n s & i  d i e d ,  r - i - r  became 
h i s  successor  a s  Marja-'i-Taqlid, o r  " the  r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t  f o r  

i m i t a t i o n , "  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o s i t i o n  i n  Isldmic h i e r a r chy .  H e  became 
s o  powerful t h a t  he i s sued  a f a t v a ,  o r  e d i c t ,  boycot t ing  use  of 
tobacco which had prospered t h e  B r i t i s h  and t h e  c o r r u p t  government 
of fr&. The use of tobacco i n  f r d n  completely s topped ,  and t h e  

-Shdh was fo rced  t o  cance l  t h e  c o n t r a c t ,  paying a l a r g e  f i n e  t o  
t h e  B r i t i s h .  

Af t e r  t h i s  g r e a t  Mujtahid r e t i r e d ,  through some r e l a t i v e s ,  he asked 
f o r  a v i s i t  by a d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e ,  Ndru'd-Dfn, whose mother, Zahrd 
Bagum, was t h e  s i s t e r  of t h e  wi fe  of t h e  Bgb. T h i s  only v i s i t ,  
which was he ld  s e c r e t l y  a t  dawn, revea led  some f a c t s  t h a t  boggle 
t h e  mind. H e  confessed and confided t o  Nuh'd-Di'n, who w a s  a 
Bah&'i', t h a t  when young he  saw t h e  BAb i n  1s fahdn  i n  t h e  meeting 
of c l e r g i e s ,  and he accepted  t h e  Cause and later  on accepted  
Bah/a'u'llAh, bu t  s t ayed  a s  a l e a d e r  of Muslims. Ndru'd-Di' asked 
him, "Why d i d n ' t  you announce your f a i t h ,  caus ing  conversion of 
masses?'' H e  s a i d ,  "My dea r  r e l a t i v e ,  was I any b e t t e r  than ahi id, 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  c l e r g y ,  who on behalf  of t h e  k ing ,  conf ronted  t h e  
Bdb and accepted Him? What d i d  t h e  people and c l e r g y  do t o  him? 
Tied him wi th  h i s  t u rban  t o  a horse  and dragged him a l l  over  t h e  
c i t y  u n t i l  he d i ed .  I s t ayed  i n  my h igh  p o s i t i o n  and served  t h e  
Cause from t h a t  ang le .  For example, when t h e  p r i n c e  governor of 
Tehran (1882-83) imprisoned ~ l ' r z 6  'Abdu'l-Fad1 and many g r e a t  
s c h o l a r s  of t h e  F a i t h  f o r  two y e a r s ,  I wrote an  e d i c t  t o  t h e  king.  
I s a i d ,  'Why, without  reason  and without  my permission,  are you 
doing t h i s ?  It has  been because of you t h a t  t h i s  r e l i g i o n  has  
spread a l l  over.  Muhammad h a s  s a i d  t h a t  man s e e k s  a f t e r  what is 
forbidden.  Your pe r secu t ion  at tracts people.  A s  soon as you 
r ece ive  t h i s  l e t te r ,  f r e e  them wi th  k indness . '  The k ing  d i d  e x a c t l y  
t h a t ;  he summoned t h e  ~ a h ' a ' i  p r i s o n e r s ,  gave each  one a gold co in  
and set them f ree ."  



11Another time ~am&lu 'd-~in-~f&a/ni was planning to make mischief 

in Istanbul. (He was a pan-Isldmist and notorious mischief-maker.) 
He had interpolated some material into the Kithb-i-Aqdas such as 
the mosques of Isldm should be demolished and Mecca and Medina 
should be razed plus other rubbish. He inserted these into the 
Kitdb-i-Aqdas and translated it into Turkish and gave it to Sult6n 
~~bdu'l- amid, the SultAn of Turkish Empire in latter years of 
~ahd'u'll5h. The Sultdn wrote me about this book and asked what 
should he do. I said, 'You have no right to interfere in these 
religious matters. This might be caused by spitefulness. Send 
all such books to me, and I will decide what to do. ' Then I threw 
them all in the river." Wow! This is almost like the Pope being 
secretly a believer. 

IV. INFALLIBILITY, AUTHORITY, AND 

KNOWLEDGE OF BAHPU'LLAH 


The fourth part of this talk is about the infallibility, authority, 
and knowledge of Bahd'u 'llAh. In the Kithb-i-Aqdas Bahh'u 'll6h 
declares the doctrine of the Most Great Infallibility of the 
Manifestations of God, and that no one else can possess it. It 
is the inherent characteristic of the Manifestation of God, the 
same way that light and heat are inherent to the sun. The reason 
that His power is hidden behind the veil of His human temple is 
that if His glory were to be openly revealed, all human beings 
would instantly recognize Him, and, by so doing, they would lose 
their free will and become puppets of God. However, Bahh'u'llhh 
always revealed a measure of His hidden glory to those who had 
recognized Him for further certitude and confirmation. There are 
many stories. 

Just one story at this time will suffice. When the Hand of the 

Cause and silver-tongued poet, '~li-~uhammad-i-~ar~A, 
who eventually 

with his twelve-year-old son, ~dhu'll$h, drank the cup of martyrdom, 

attained the presence of Bahh'u 'lldh in '~kkd, he found ~ahd'u' lldh 's 

face very familiar, as if he had seen Him before. He was losing 

sleep trying to remember where he had seen Him. In a market place? 

In the believers' gatherings? He got nowhere, until one day 

Bah6'u1116h told him, "Varqd, burn away the idols of vain 

imagining." All of a sudden, he remembered his childhood dream. 




As a child he saw that he was playing in the courtyard with some 

dolls when God appeared to him and took his dolls and burned them 

in a fire. Yes, that was when he saw Bah6'u111&h! Imagine, that 

was ten or fifteen years before, when BahA1u'lldh was in Ba&ddd. 

He appeared in that child's dream to make him an apostle of 

Bahd'ullldh and a Hand of the Cause. 


Another day, when in the presence of ~ah6'u'll6h, in adoration, 

a thought occurred to him that he recognized Bahd'ulllAh as the 

Supreme Manifestation, but how gratef ul he would be if Bahd'u 'llAh 

in the course of His conversation would mention a certain sentence 

from the Qur16n. It didn't take long before Bah6'u1ll6h mentioned 

that verse. Now listen to this. Varqd was delighted and overjoyed, 

but told himself that it may have been a coincidence. 

Abruptly, Bah6'utll&h turned to him and said, nham k/afl/ nabdd?" 

11Wasn't this sufficient enough proof to you?" He was dumbfounded, 

was shaken but assured. No wonder later on, he begged Bahh1u'll&h 

that he and one of his sons could be accepted as a sacrifice for 

Bbdu'l-BahA, and it was granted. 


One believer, &d ~idi-i sala/datl/, stated that in the gathering 
of friends, if BahA1u'll6h turned His face to a person, that person 
was unable to gaze upon His countenance. Therefore, BahA'ullldh 
used to look to the right side as He spoke, so the friends might 
find it easier to look at His face, and if He ever turned His face 
towards the friends, He would close His eyes and speak. (10) 

I can tell you the story of 1srn6'h who looked at ~ahh'u'lldh's 

eyes and saw hundred -thousand sunlit and billowing seas surging 

upon His countenance. Later he ended his own life because he had 

seen a glimpse of the glory of Bah&'ulllAh and could not bear the 

burden of this life. I wish there were time to tell you in detail. 


There are passages in the ~itAb-i-~~das 
many about His exalted 

station. He states that the word Prophet or Messenger should not 

be used to describe Him. He is the Supreme Manifestation and the 

Inaugurator of the Day of God. (11) 


An influential person in Isfah6n became a Bahg'i, corrected many 

of his bad habits and shortcomings, but could not overcome his 

addiction to alcohol. When the believers would smell it on his 




breath, he would say in defense, "This addiction is very strong. 

I do it in privacy of my home and harm no one else, and besides, 

I am too lowly a servant for Bahh1u'll&h to be concerned about 

my private life." (Don't many of us think or say the same thing.) 

Finally, he was permitted to go for pilgrimage. One day sitting 

in the presence of Bahd'u'llfih while Bah6'ufl16h was pacing back 

and forth, a thought occurred to him that it is true that 

Bah&'u'll&h is a great prophet, but he wondered what He meant when 

He stated, "I am the Sender of the Messengers and the Revealer 

of the Books?" He had not finished his thought when ~ahA'u'llAh 

walked to him, put His blessed hand on his shoulder and said, "It 

is true, We are the Sender of the Messengers and the Revealer 

of the heavenly Books." With this, he became transformed and 

accepted Bahd'u'llfih with every fiber of his being. Upon his 

return, no more smell of alcohol on his breath, and upon inquiry, 

he told the friends that if ~ahi'u'll6h could read his mind, surely 

He could see his actions. He, indeed, is Omnipresent and 

Omniscient. 


While Bahd1u'll6h dealt with believers with kindness and mercy, 
He did not respond positively to those who did not believe in 
Him and demanded a miracle. He dealt with sovereigns and religious 
leaders with authority. In Kit6b-i-Aqdas, revealed while a prisoner 
in the confines of a small room, He addressed the kings in a 
language ringing with authority. He states, "0 kings of earth! 
He Who is the sovereign Lord of all is come. The Kingdom is 
God's.. .Ye are but vassals, 0 kings of the earth! He Who is the 
King of Kings hath appeared, arrayed in His most wondrous glory, 
and is summoning you unto Himself, the Help in Peril, the 
Self-Subsisting." His warning to all religious leaders in the 
Kitdb-i-Aqdas starts with, "Say, 0 leaders of religion! Weigh 
not the Book of God with such standards and sciences as are current 
amongst you, for the Book itself is the unerring Balance established 
amongst men.. ."(l2) 

Concerning His ever-present and supernatural knowledge, ~ a h 6  'u 'll6h 
addressing ~abil-i-~kbar in the Tablet of Wisdom (Lawh-i-Hikmat) 
reveals the following words, "...whenever We desire to quote the 
sayings of the learned and the wise, presently there will appear 
before the face of thy Lord in the form of a tablet all that which 
hath appeared in the world and is revealed in the Holy Books and 



Scriptures. Thus do We set down in writing that which the eye 
perceiveth. Verily, His knowledge encompasseth the earth and the 
heavens. This is a Tablet wherein the Pen of the Unseen hath 
inscribed the knowledge of all that hath been and shall be - a 
knowledge that none other but My wondrous tongue can interpret." 
No wonder He could reveal the ~itAb-i-f~!Sn containing two hundred 
pages within the span of forty-eight hours without a single 
reference book. 

V. OBEDIENCE, LIBERTY, THE COVENANT OF GOD 


The fifth part of this talk is concerning obedience, liberty, and 

the Covenant of God. Shoghi Effendi, knowing that the believers 

in the Cradle of the Faith had been brought up within a society 

where the significance of religious laws and their implications 

were understood, directed the Spiritual Assemblies in that part 

of the world to begin to enforce some of the laws of the 

Kitab-i-~~das for ~ahh'is. He urged them not to compromise, and 

to uphold the standard of justice and impartiality. 


Present-day society in the Western World is not, however, oriented 

to obedience to religious laws. Its tendency to move towards mater- 

ialism and the Christian tradition have been major factors. As 

I said before, Christ did not give many laws. His messsage mainly 

stressed individual salvation and love. Up to now only a few of 

the laws of the Kitdb-i-Aqdas have been given to the Western World, 

and when the Synopsis of Kitgb-i-~qdas in 1973, one hundred years 

from its revelation, was released, the implementaton of many of 

its laws was not mandatory. The release of the English translation 

shows advancement in maturity of the Western believers. 


We are growing, and in this process are getting more and more 
exposed to the rays of the Sun of Truth which in fullness of time 
means salvation of mankind. Baha/'u1116h states that every created 
thing in this physical world has a counterpart in all the worlds 
of God. The same basic principle which operates in nature also 
could be found in the world of man and in religion. (13) 

A tree receives its nourishment through its roots. Its life depends 

on the soil for survival, but its trunk, branches and leaves grow 




away from the soil as if the tree does not like the soil and reaches 

for the rays of the sun. The branches obey the laws of nature, 

but if they had choice and showed attachment to the soil, the out- 

come would be rotting. 


We live in this material world, and our existence depends on earthly 

things. However, with our choice, our soul should become detached 

from material things and turn to spiritual qualities. Attachment 

to the vanities of this world with its pomp and glory brings 

darkness to our soul. 


With spiritual decline of today and abuse of power by corrupt 

authorities and leaders, people look upon the word "obedience" 

with suspicion and fear. Upon hearing that word, dictatorship, 

blind acceptance and religious fanaticism come to their mind. Such 

fears are well-understood and justifiable. Look at the recent 

events and abuse by false prophets and corrupt leaders. The voice 

of religious leadership, which in the past inspired people, is 

now heard with indifference or hostility. The reason is that with 

the coming of Bahd1u'll6h, all religious leaders have become fallen 

stars. 


As one studies man's behavior, one sees that people wholeheartedly 

obey any person or institution that speaks the voice of truth and 

has the authority to do so. The same person who rebels against 

blind obedience follows the highway or street signs to get to his 

destination, or as a patient who trusts his physician, follows 

his advice even if it is amputation of his limb. The same goes 

for the Divine Physician. Bahd'u'llhh states in the opening 

paragraph of the Kithb-i-Aqdas, "The first duty prescribed by God 

for His servants is the recognition of Him Who is the Dayspring 

of His Revelation...It behooves everyone who reacheth this most 

sublime station, this summit of transcendant glory, to observe 

every ordinance of Him Who is the Desire of the World. These twin 

duties are inseparable. Neither is accepted without the other." 


That is why Bahh'u'llhh has attached such importance to one of 

the basic principles of His faith; namely, independent investigation 

of truth. We cannot accept Him as the skilled Divine Physician 

for mankind and neglect or ignore His prescription. When He orders 

the reading of His writings twice a day, we must do exactly that. 




A p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  twice-a-day medicine cannot  be r ep l aced  by random 
t a k i n g  i f  one is looking  f o r  a cu re .  The more one deepens i n  
H i s  w r i t i n g s ,  he  becomes more confirmed i n  h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n .  The 
b e t t e r  w e  know H i m ,  t h e  more w e  l o v e  H i m  and f o r  H i s  l o v e ,  obey 
H i m  even b e t t e r .  T h i s  is  what I c a l l  a r i g h t e o u s  cyc l e .  Vic ious  
c y c l e  is t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  and t h a t  is t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  s i t u a t i o n  of 
d r i f t i n g  away. 

Bahk 'u ' l ldh ' s  view of so-ca l led  l i b e r t y  i s  expressed  i n  t h e  
fo l lowing  passage from t h e  Kitfib-i-Aqdas, "Consider t h e  p e t t i n e s s  
of men's minds. They a sk  f o r  t h a t  which i n j u r e t h  them, and cast 
away t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  p r o f i t e t h  them. ..We f i n d  men d e s i r i n g  l i b e r t y ,  
and p r i d i n g  themselves  t h e r e i n .  Such men a r e  i n  t h e  dep th  of  
ignorance ...Know ye t h a t  t h e  embodiment of l i b e r t y  and its symbol 
is t h e  animal...We approve of l i b e r t y  i n  c e r t a i n  c i rcumstances ,  
and r e f u s e  t o  s a n c t i o n  it i n  o t h e r s...Say: t r u e  l i b e r t y  c o n s i s t e t h  
i n  man's submission un to  My commandments, l i t t l e  as ye know it." 

I n  every c i v i l i z e d  count ry  t h e r e  are bounds of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l a w .  
To ove r s t ep  such bounds b r i n g s  anarchy.  BahA'u'llLh advoca t e s  
t h e  same bounds of  l a w  except  t h a t  man must adopt  H i s  laws and 
t each ings  f o r  t h i s  age  which o f f e r  ample l i b e r t y  w i t h i n  its frame-
work. 

Now l e t  u s  a d d r e s s  t h e  Covenant of God wi th  people .  Man p h y s i c a l l y  
is a n  animal  and bound by t h e  l a w s  of n a t u r e ,  bu t  s p i r i t u a l l y  is 
bound t o  t h e  Covenant of God w i t h  him. I n  every  covenant t h e r e  
a r e  two p a r t i e s  involved .  The mere act of  c r e a t i o n  b r i n g s  about  
t h e  Covenant o f  God w i t h  man which h a s  two s i d e s .  God i n  H i s  p a r t  
c r e a t e s  man i n  H i s  own image which is t h e  act of bestowing upon 
him H i s  a t t r i b u t e s .  He provides  him w i t h  h i s  p h y s i c a l  needs i n  
t h i s  l i f e ,  and sends  H i s  Messengers t o  gu ide  him s o  he may grow 
c l o s e r  t o  God. 

The p a r t  t h a t  man, who h a s  f r e e  w i l l ,  h a s  t o  p l ay  i n  t h i s  covenant  
is t o  be consc ious  of  t h e s e  boun t i e s ,  t o  r ecogn ize  H i s  Manifesta-
t i o n s ,  and a b i d e  by H i s  t e a c h i n g s  and laws. The covenant of God 
is similar t o  t h e  terms which a schoo l  p r i n c i p a l  l a y s  down f o r  
t h e  s t u d e n t s .  The moment a c h i l d  walks  i n t o  a s choo l ,  he ,  wi thout  
knowing i t ,  e n t e r s  i n t o  a covenant w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p a l .  Again, 
t h i s  covenant h a s  two s i d e s .  The p r i n c i p a l  p rov ides  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  



needs, appoints the teachers and draws up a program. The part 

that the child plays is to learn the lessons and follow the 

instructions. In this way he acquires knowledge. The terms of 

this covenant are drawn up by the headmaster, and the child has 

no say in it. The principal is strong, knowledgeable, and wise. 

The purpose of man doing his part of the Covenant with God is to 

become a spiritual being and acquire eternal life. In view of 

past discussion, we acknowledge the authority, knowledge, and wisdom 

of Bah6'u1ll4h; theref ore, we observe His commandments for love 

of Him. 


VI. REWARD AND PUNISHMENT 


In the ~awp-i-~a~sdd, 
which is one of the supplementary tablets 

to the KitAb-i-Aqdas, Bahdlu'llhh states, "The structure of world 

stability and order hath been reared upon, and will continue to 

be sustained, by the twin pillars of reward and punishment." He 

has authorized the House of Justice to legislate punishments for 

breaking other laws which He Himself has not formulated, or has 

given the House the freedom to modify His punishment for certain 

crimes such as in case of arson and murder. 


BahA'u1ll&h in the same tablet states, "Justice hath a mighty force 
at its command. It is none other than reward and punishment for 
the deeds of men. By the power of this force, the tabernacle of 
order is established throughout the world ..." 
In the present-day society justice is not served. The tendency 

is towards leniency, reduction of sentence, and to try to direct 

the blame on the society. As we witness, violence and crime have 

increased at an alarming rate. The teachings of Bahh'u1116h 

advocate the opposite attitude. Many people today could disagree 

with BahA'u'llAhls teaching in this regard. They would rather 

advocate education instead of punishment. These people are mainly 

concerned about life on earth and are not aware of life after death. 


To demonstrate the benefits to the soul when a person receives 

his punishment, BahA'ulllhh gives the following example. If a 

man steals the seed of a plant from someone in springtime and 

returns it soon he does not owe the owner anything more, but if 




he waits until summer, he owes the owner a plant with its fruits. 
Similarly, the burden of sin is much lighter if the sinner receives 
his punishment in this life. As for kindness and forgiving an 
act of crime, the following story will shed some light on the 
subject. 
~awh-i-~un~b
(The Tablet of the World) was revealed in the honor 

of 'Aqd Mirzd AqA-i-~fnhn, ~dru'd-~fn, whom as you recall, I referred 

to when I told you the story of the great mujtahid who was secretly 

a believer. This tablet was revealed in the honor of Nuru'd-Din 

after nine days that the pen of Bahd'u'lldh was stilled due to 

the martyrdom of seven believers in Yazd, (1891). In that tablet, 

He stated that He was so overjoyed and grateful to God that His 

exhortations have had such effect on His followers that the 

believers did intercede on behalf of their enemies. 


To appreciate this statement, the following explanation will help. 

In those days lived the generation of believers who were previously 

~abis, and following Isldmic tradition, used to draw their swords 

in their defense. Such a transformation, to be martyred without 

defense, and then the relatives intercede on behalf of the murderers 

is worthy of appreciation. The story behind this statement is 

as follows. ~ d j iMuhammad Rig6 attained the presence of ~ahd'u'll6h 

in 'Akkd. He begged BahA'u'lldh to accept him as a martyr. 

~ahA'u'lldh told him it was not necessary as many souls already 

had sacrificed their lives, but he was very insistent and to his 

second request, Bahd'u'lldh remained silent, and H&I took His 

silence as a sign of consent. Later he asked Bahd'u 'll6h to assign 

him a city. Bahd'u'lldh told him to go to'1s_hq&b6d. On July 1, 

1889, Haj'i' had invited all believers of '1~h~Qb5d to a feast. On 

that day he received a tablet from Bahd'u'lldh honoring and blessing 

him for his services and assured him that his deeds were manifest 

before Him. In that tablet He stated that a great upheaval has 

occurred in that city and described it as an attack of a serpent 

on a believer who is the recipient of the bounties of his Lord. 


This tablet was read out to the friends gathered in that feast. 
~irz6'Abu' l-F~dl, who was present, explained that since Bahd 'u' llgh 
used the past tense, it was an absolute and inevitable. ~dj; 
Muhammad Ridd got up and said he believed that he was the one whose 
martyrdom Bah6'u111dh foretold. CIs_hq&b&d was a new city in Russian 






































